T reply please quote D ELS, "Erisbane!
at Fremantle

I have the honour te report as follows, en the
subject of seaplanes aeting as lockouts for patrol cruisers.

3k A ship of "Drisbane" class can carry twe g:;y
Sopwith seaplanes. They can be stowed one on each side on a
temporary platform, just before the mainmast and avaft the
break of the boat deck.

It is necessary te fit twe derricks, ,one for wach
seaplane, because the derricks must be sufficiently long te
clear the ship's side and one derriek could net be used
because it would be too long to vlear the main stays.

2. These seaplanes can, of course, only be used in
fair weather; they would not be able to rise from a reugh
sea. Nevertheless they are so smell that they are net in |
the way if stowed on beard as indiecated above and se could be |
made use of whenever the state of the sea permitted. e

s The following is a list of ratings which would hawe 4
toe be carried for twe planes -

1 Petty Officer Air Wechanic
1 Leading Air Mecghanie
2 Air WNechanies.

The same number of mechanies weuld be required ﬁr& »
one plane, ppb—awivsealyknnOdddoe :

4, Bach flight would be of abeut ene jours dura%m,
sver a triapmgular course of 20 minutes sides in time. This
would cover an area of visibility of about 60 miles z&ia‘ma
with an imagina:ry centre during flight.

A typical flight would be as under :i-

Time height in feet. Observations.
(1) 4.20 pom. Airberne Course N E
4.50 p.m. avout 3000 feet a/e 8 454%
5.05 p.m. a/e Beuth
5415 pem. a/e katerly te

return to ship.
5435 pom. Waterborne .

&L (2)™ as shown
in sketech




2.

One day's work in fine i ,
F Ship steaming about 12 te 15 knots.
~ atop, hoist out seaplane, procee

d course and speed as &rrT
ed. Seaplane carries out flight of a

bout 1 hour as indicated
previously. At end of hour, when seaplane 1s seen approach
ing, stop, hoist in seaplane, proceed until about 4.0 pems
and repeat flight.

By this means a track of about from 120 te 150 miles
in width and about 200 miles in length can be examined
daily. :

The Clerget Sopwith Baby Seaplane is good for 15
flights of one hour's duration each before it is necessary
to Lake down and examine engine.

. +o tne smell eize of these planes,

only one pilot
jthout an observer, so that the strain o
{ the pilet is very grea

t, as he has to be observer as well
as pilet. It is theref

ore necessary to have at least two
pilots, who should work alternate flights. T

The machine I was using, in spite of its light con-
struction, stood up to its work well. Its weakest points
are main and tail floats which become leakyﬂytzthe seams.

+ would not be difficult to arrange for more . donstructed
floats however. :

Tor Cogstwise work, the twin 250 H.P. Rells Royce
Tlying Beats would be of the greatest value as they have &
vastly greater radi

us and carry twe pilets, wireless, ete.
They are able to keep the sea morecever,

if ebliged to descend
in practically any weather.

Flying stations at selected spots arcund the coast
‘would be required and they would work with, but not from,
patrol cruisers according to a pre-conceived plan.

This
matter, however , does not I suppose come within the scope of
the report you desire me to meake.
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Captaine.

The Naval Secretary,
Ravy Office,

j Yelbours.
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