NAVAL ugnm

WIRELESS OFFICER KILLED.

MANOEUVRES NEAR HOBART.

HOBART. March 20, i

Duning nava' manceuvres at Noriold

Pay to-day. a Seagull amphiban ‘plame

rvashed. [, MCC!)‘&!:. wireless lllv!'f‘-

td, ol Sydweey. was killed. 20d Seut

lan  Elkote, of and P\::
"

'C’ffl'(‘? A. Grant, of T oowcomba,

|mjared. - : |

| Elbort suctained  fractured bones n
M ankle and 2 frac

the hand and
tle Grant suffered in-

tured shou'der,
jurses 10 the spifie.

HURLED FROM 'PLANE

| “ad bump in the air.
spmuulthcpaumnnabktordnl

Elliott and Gramt were Burled out of
the ‘plane before it reached the water. |
‘out "SMcGowan was trapped and carried
ander water with the ‘plane. Other
planes rushed to the spor and picked
ep  the injured men, who managed 1o
keep ufloar, 4

The men were taken aboard the de-
stroyer Auzac and rushed to the H
bart hospital, where they were found 1
be suffering  extensive injuries,
bewig most seriousiy hurt The
nnb:erniaadtothcmhabym
of the crane on the Albatross and Me-
Gowan's body was discovered in the bat-
tered remains, Th; engine of the
‘plane was practica m!hnqed.

| Squadron Ladergtri‘ut.dndAx’r
'Forreoﬁeaabmrdtbca\lhlmm
| unable to account for the smash, He
'nid!hcmginemiuperfmcouﬁ-
tion, and the controls working per-
fectly,
Ellott s condition is fair and there
is every hope that Geant will survive
The nature of the injuries to his back
have not yet been ascertained.

A FATAL SPIN.

The accident was due to
amvbﬁ&cmmﬂew
arect. The ‘plane was ome of four

carried aboard the seaplane carricr
| Afbatross for manceuvres with war-
ships which had  been downg

mag:c at Norfold l;l;y near -
‘plane piloted Gramt was

| ioe vhazrntung the bombardment of
the lsle C‘mond by H.l(.&wwu
Atmwospheric conditions were

Jymg conditions difficult. When about
P00 feet high, the ‘plane had  just
sade 2 turn when it encountered 3 very
“ad bump in the air. It went into a

Y Te'vyer R RSaSwassssss 'S -

AP 4
ltwcmiaug 4
'Theunch' dropped the like
e 1o sa
4 stome, spmning round and round hike
1 corkscrew all the time,

—_—



. 'PLANE CRASH.

Condition of Injured Officers.

INQUIRY INTO McGOWAN'S DEATH.
_;onm. Thursday.

Bay yesterday, wao greatly lmproved to-day,
and every hope b entertained for his re-
covery. Medical is that the injuriea
to his Are a8 scrious as was feared,
A X- examination of Lieutenant Ian D,
Elliott revealed that his ht foot Is badly
shattered, and It Is that the lower
part of the leg may have to be amputated,
An inquest on body of Donald Osborn
McGowan, the wireless operator. who Wwas
killed in the cresh, was opened before the

Coroner (Mr. H. O, White) this morning.
Dr. V. R Ra superintendent of

tten,
Hobart Public Hospl who mmod the
post-mortem examination, sald there were
no external injuries, apart from abrasions to
the face and head, Death was due to drown-

m"belnqwtmud rmed until to-morrow

morning, and will not be completed untll Grant

gr Ellfott is suffctently recovered to give evi-
enee,

The d r Buccess returned to port this
morning, and the cruiser Canberra returned
this afternoon.

McGowan is the third rating of the fleet
who has died since the adron has come
to Hobart. A seaman died in hospital after
beln mkedmmsmmﬂobn.md
another suecumbed to an attack of pneumonie,

DONALD McGOWAN'S FUNERAL,

The funeral of Donald McOowan Was AC-
corded full naval honours. Some 300 officers
and men marched in the funeral cortege.
Rear-Admiral Evans was represented by Flag-
Lisutenant K. McDonald. The military dis-
trict Base Commandant (Colonel H. Cox-
Taylor) nted the Minlster for Defence
and the Military Board. The graveside ser-
vice was conducted by the chuslnln of

LATE MR. D. McGOWAN.,

Donald McGowan, the wireless operator
whao lost his life In Wednesday's sccident,
waz well known In  Parramatta He
joined the Tingirs about seven years A§o0,
and was tralned on that vessel He was
exceedingly popular at the Parramatta Com-
merein) Behool and the manual training
cilasses at the Technical College at Gran-
vmo.“é.mch he also attended. He was un-
marrie
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SEAPLANE TRAGEDY
Norfolk Bay Crash

‘ Investigation Committee’s

Report

MELBOURNE, April 17.

In counection with the saccldent to|
Scagull A%4 at Norfolk Bay, Tasmanie,
on March 19, the defence authorities an-
pounce that the followinik report has
been received from the Air Accldents
Investigation Commlittee:—

“Gupnery practice was being carried
out by H.M.A S, Australla and Canberra,
and four flying boats were detafled to
nhserve the fall of shot, the nverage
height being 2,000ft. The mnchlneli

thad been observing approximately ane
| keur, when AS-4 went into a spin and|

crashed, the pllot (Officer A. G. Grant,
R.AA.F.), the observer (Lieutonang I.
D. Ellfot, R.N.) being injured, and the
telegraphist (D, A, McGowan) belng
killed,

“The Committeg find that the accl-
uunt arose from the pilot stalling the
machine while endeavouring to make a
gulek turn to facilitate photographic
work. which stall may have heen accen-
tuated by the bumpy conditions exlsting
at tha time."



