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Those who served at Albatross in 
the late 60s may remember Ron 
Gent, who was serving in 817 
Squadron on Exchange from the 
RN.   
Ron was a cartoonist of some 
note, as can be seen from the 

beautiful work above.  He returned to the UK at the 
end of that posting and subsequently paid off in 1970, 
before emigrating to Australia.  He now lives in Man-
durah, WA and is still doing what he loves most – 
drawing and painting.  
Ron has recently joined the FAAA and has kindly of-
fered to provide the occasional cartoon for ‘Slipstream’ 
magazine, which readers will enjoy.  Our grateful 
thanks to him. ñ  

COMFAA Update 
Courtesy of Commodore Don Dezentje 

Over the past few months, the Fleet Air 
Arm has remained busy as ever in 
providing lethal maritime aviation in 
support of the Fleet, and training the 
next generation of aircrew, maintainers 
and aviation support sailors. A broad 
summary of commitment and outcomes 

of our Squadrons are summarised below.  

723 SQN – WINGS OF THE ALBATROSS 
723 SQN continues to provide the foundation skills required 
by future pilots, Aviation Warfare Officers and aircrewman for 
the Royal Australian Navy and Australian Army. On 26 July, 
the third intake to the Joint Helicopter School (a part of HC723 

Continued on page 7 
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Travolta’s 707 For The Illawarra? 

You may have heard that ex-Qantas Boeing 707-138 has 
been gifted to the Historic Aircraft Restoration Society (HARS) 
by John Travolta, and work to bring it home is gathering mo-
mentum.  

HARS has flagged November as a possible target date for its 
arrival, but this target has been set to make sure they work to 
a positive time frame. There are no guarantees in historic air-
craft aviation, and HARS is working closely with CASA to find 
‘alternative means of compliance’ with the Service Bulletins 
and Airworthiness Directives applicable to the 707. This pro-
cess is still underway and it is a big hurdle to clear. HARS is 
also meeting shortly with the US company that is watching 
over the aircraft to determine joint work processes. 

HARS has been assessing crewing requirements as well, and 
the final delivery date will depend much on the outcome of the 
above two steps. John Travolta has been kept in the loop as 
the work progresses.  (Photo courtesy HARS). 

Connie Engineering Heritage Marker 

And whilst on the subject of HARS, we congratulate them on 
the recent award of an ‘Engineering Heritage Marker’ by the 
Institute of Engineers, Australia.   

The marker recognises the efforts of HARS volunteers and 
sponsors in restoring and continuing to operate the Super 
Constellation, the last generation of large piston-engined pro-
peller-driven aircraft.  

HARS’s Connie was built in 1955 as a Lockheed C-121C, the 
military transport version of the Super Constellation, and was 
operated by the US Air Force in various Air National Guard 
wings before being retired in 1977. It was sent to Arizona for 
storage and languished there until the early 1990s when it was 
acquired by HARS.  

After almost five years of restoration work by volunteers the 
aircraft was made ready for a flight across the Pacific to its 

new home. It arrived in Sydney on 3 February 1996 and has 
been the flagship of the HARS collection ever since. The aer-
oplane is maintained in airworthy condition and is the only 
known airworthy Super Constellation in the world.  

For those who live within striking distance of the Illawarra, a 
visit to HARS (at Albion Park airfield) is always worthwhile. In-
vest $20.00 in a guided tour and be guaranteed a fascinating 
account about most of the aircraft in the two large hangars, 
and the story behind each one.ñ 

Wall of Service Update 
Order No 43 is still open.  Names so far are:  

LCDR M.R. O’Leary LEUT N.G. Forbes 
NAM(O) K.E. Bellert WOATA F. Siska 
AB M. Ruyssenaers SGTNP R. Rae 
LEUT W. Stone  

 
We require a few more names before an Order can be submit-
ted to the Foundry, so get your application in now if you wish 
to get your name into the next batch. You can find information 
on what the Wall of Service is, and how to order a plaque, 
here. ñ 
 

Keeping Us In Suspense… 

In our recent “Heritage” article on the RAN’s Skyhawks, we 
asked readers to tell us what maintenance procedure was go-
ing on with this suspended TA4G.   

One contribution suggested that this particular aircraft (TA4-G  
879) was always slower than the others and a deal of energy 
was spent trying to find out why, including the above weight 
and balance check.  He believed that a quantity of water was 
eventually found in the fin.   

A second reader suggested it was simply a more routine evo-
lution carried out on all aircraft types from time to time to train 
salvage and/or maintenance crews.  

Can anybody confirm this, or perhaps offer any thoughts on 
either of the above suggestions?   Contact the webmaster 
here. ñ 

  

https://www.faaaa.asn.au/wall-of-service-general-information/
https://www.faaaa.asn.au/heritage-mcdonnell-douglas-a4-skyhawk/
mailto:webmaster@theFAAAA.com
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Update on ASM(CT) Medals for Op Bursa 
The proposed ASM(CT) for those in-
volved in Operation BURSA is slow-
ing grinding its way through the Hon-
ours and Award process, but an end-
date (or at least an end Target) is now 
in sight.    

It is anticipated that the first ‘batch’ of 
medals will be approved by the Gov-
ernor General early in the new year, 
which will then open the way for oth-
ers who believe they qualify for the 
award.  

This ‘batch’ approach requires some 
explanation.  Army aircrew were 
awarded an ASM(CT) for offshore oil 
rig protection when they were ‘as-

signed’ to an Operation which qualified them for it.  Navy per-
sonnel were never formally assigned to Operation Bursa, how-
ever - they were simply posted to 723, 816 or 817 Squadrons 
at the respective time, and were employed in flying in offshore 
rig protection sorties as necessary.   So, the problem was not 
only identifying which people were directly engaged in Bursa, 
but also proving that they were.   

To start the process a small group of aircrew provided proof 
(by means of flying log book entries, Squadron memos and 
other documentation) that they had indeed been directly em-
ployed in Operation Bursa.  This group became the ‘Test 
Batch’ referred to above.  The concept was that, if this batch 
was accepted as meeting the qualifying criteria, then the 
groundwork would be set for others.  

As always, there is no guarantee of the above trajectory. 
There is still a deal of work to be done and final approval has 
yet to be given; but the hope is that the first batch will be ap-
proved, and a qualifying framework will then be developed. In 
that case is likely that HQ FAA will be designated as the ap-
proving authority, and more information will then be released 
detailing the claim process for those who think they may qual-
ify.ñ 

New Publications to Help With Family 
Trauma 
Families of serving, transitioning, or ex-serving members of 
the Australian Defence Force (ADF) who are experiencing 
mental health concerns following trauma now have a new re-
source to help them. 

Minister for Veterans and Defence Personnel, Darren Ches-
ter, said families play a critical role supporting current and for-
mer ADF members and it is vital they are supported them-
selves. 

“The message from the Government is that help is available 
and these booklets add to the supports already in place for 
families through the Department of Veterans’ Affairs and Open 
Arms – Veterans and Families Counselling,” Mr Chester said.  

“The booklets are designed to assist not only the ADF mem-
ber, but also their loved ones, in understanding the effects of 
trauma, and providing practical steps to enhance the wellbe-
ing of their family members. 

“The Government is committed to putting veterans and their 
families first and provides more than $230 million a year to-
wards veteran and their family’s mental health, as part of more 
than $11 billion for veterans in this year’s budget.” 

The booklets have been developed in partnership with Phoe-
nix Australia, which has a long history in supporting the de-
fence and veteran community through its research, advice and 
practical programs. These booklets will be an important re-
source for families whose members have experienced trauma. 

Ms Anne-Laure Couineau, Director, Policy & Service Develop-
ment from Phoenix Australia, said that help is available and 
it’s important that families know they don’t have to get through 
this on their own. 

“Trauma can have profound impacts on the families of the af-
fected person, including children. The booklets aim to inform, 
educate, and provide practical information not only to help a 
loved one, but also to support the wellbeing of the family mem-
bers,” Ms Couineau said.  

“Family members had a chance to road test the booklets to 
ensure that they are easy to read and contain the information 
most useful for them.” 

For those in need of immediate mental health support and 
counselling, Open Arms — Veterans and Family Counselling 
Service can be contacted on 1800 011 046. DVA’s online well-
being portal, also provides veterans and their families with in-
formation, resources and links to services for support with 
mental health and wellbeing.  

The five booklets are free to download via the At Ease website 
here. ñ  

 
 

 

NO ‘FLYBY’ IN OCTOBER 
The Editor is heading off overseas for a month, so 
there won’t be an October version of “FlyBy” for 
that month.  Next edition will be sent out on 01 No-
vember.  ñ 
 

Devilishly cunning, those Chinese! 

https://www.faaaa.asn.au/snippets-history-operation-bursa/
https://at-ease.dva.gov.au/resources/coping-trauma-military-family
https://at-ease.dva.gov.au
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Wirraway Help Wanted 

We are looking to do a “Heritage” article on the CAC Wirraway 
for our website.  The Wirraway was predominantly used as a 
trainer by the RAAF, but a number of them were based at 
Nowra, as can be seen from the photo above.  

We would love to hear from anyone who knows anything about 
the aircraft, and/or who may have a few photos of them tucked 
away.  In particular, we’d like to know how the Nowra Wirra-
ways were used and which Squadron they were on.  We’d also 
like to hear from anyone who flew or maintained them.  

Simply click here to send the Editor an email with your 
thoughts. ñ 

Do You Know of SBLT Harry Hanson? 
Toz Dadswell has been approached by a member of a family 
seeking info on the naval career of SBLT Harry Hanson. He 
has carried out some research but seeks to have his findings 
confirmed. He also asks for any additional information that 
may be available.  

From Toz’s readings Hansen joined the RAN in 1956 and was 
on Naval Aircrew Course 16. He is certainly shown as (P) in 
the April 1957 edition of the Navy List. However, later that 
year, he went to UK to do the Night Fighter Ob-
server’s Course(?). He failed this course and returned to Aus-
tralia for discharge.  

His family believe Hanson then went into the Air Traffic Control 
empire. They also think he was involved with producing the 
AOPA magazine. If you do have something to add please e-
mail the editor here. Any assistance much appreciated. ñ 

RAN Sea King Update 
For those who might be wondering what happened to the RAN 
Sea Kings, here’s a short update.  

When they were retired, our Sea Kings were sold to Aero-
space Logistics Ltd (ASL), a UK based company that special-
ist military stockiest and supplier of fixed and rotary-wing plat-
form spares, including ex-Government stock.  They were last 
seen heading north on flatbeds, bound for Sydney. 

To date, ASL has acquired some twenty (20) complete Sea 
King platforms (including the RAN’s) and have also bought the 
accompanying spares packages, most of which is in new/new 
surplus condition.  

ASL has been supporting the Sea King for over 30 years and 
at present they are working with operators in Asia, Europe, the 

Far East, North and South America.  The Company states that 
Sea Kings are still widely used in the ASW role, SAR and 
Transport/Troop deployment, and they see a strong ongoing 
market for logistic support for them.  

So…our Sea Kings are being broken down for spares.  Better 
than the fate of the Trackers, I suppose, but it would have been 
nice to see one or two flying again. ñ 

Next Slipstream Out Soon! 
Slipstream, our premier publication, is now under the steward-
ship of our new Editor, Paul Shiels, and the September edition 
should be hitting your mail boxes later this month.  Packed 
with stories and information it will be a great read.  

Slipstream is only available to paid-up members of the 
FAAAA, so if you haven’t renewed your membership, or you 
wish to join, now is the time to do it to ensure you are on the 
Mailing List.   Contact the Database Manager if you are not 
sure how to join/renew. ñ 

Vietnam Veterans Day Old Bar 
A Vietnam Veteran’s Day, organised by John Macartney, was 
held at Old Bar over the Aug16-19 weekend.  

A mini reunion preceded the Veterans’ Service, starting with 
the Meet and Greet on Friday night, lunch at Valley View Farm 
and a dinner on Saturday night. 

Sunday’s service started off with a march lead by students 
from the Old Bar Public School and was followed by a service 
in the School’s assembly hall. 

Commodore Chris Smallhorn was Reviewing Officer and Key 
Note Speaker, and represented the Fleet Air Arm Association 

 

 
Lunch at Valley View Farm 

mailto:webmaster@theFAAAA.com
mailto:webmaster@theFAAAA.com
mailto:pauldnorris@bigpond.com
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of Australia.  He was followed by the Mid Coast Mayor, David 
West and Kirralie Smith.  

The students made very profes-
sional speeches and also intro-
duced each part of the service. 

Commodore Smallhorn pre-
sented Jim Buchanan with a US 
Navy “Navy & Marine Corps 
Commendation Medal” for his ac-
tions after the Melbourne/Evans 
collision. 

CDRE Smallhorn also presented 
the Unit Citation of Gallantry to 
the RANHFV members who were 
unable to attend the awards cere-
mony last year in Canberra as 
well as an Australian Army mem-
ber for his service at Coral/Bal-
moral. 

There was very good attendance 
at the service which was the fifth 

at Old Bar and CDRE Smallhorn agreed with principal Debo-
rah Scanes that it should become an annual tradition to hon-
our the 37 EMUs killed in Vietnam. 

As the names of the fallen were read out the students pinned 
a ribbon with the name of the fallen onto an honour board to 
commemorate their sacrifice. 

Many thanks to all who attended and particularly to CDRE 
Smallhorn who managed to involve the students, much to their 
delight. The Old Bar Public School provided wonderful support 
with the students a key part of the service. It is great to see 
young people honouring those who fell in a war much before 
their time.  

Words and photos courtesy of John Mac. You can see a wide 
range of his photos of the event here. ñ  

ACT Division Enjoys Day at Sea 

The ACT Division is very good at arranging excursions for 
those who wish to participate, and Wed 14 August was one 
such event when a group enjoyed a day on Jervis Bay aboard 
the MV Sycamore.  

For those not familiar with the Sycamore, it is our new Multi-
role Aviation Training Vessel (MATV). Crewed by civilians un-
der contract from TK Shipping, this 94 metre ship is frequently 
seen in JB working with our aviation squadrons to qualify air-
crew in deck landing operations.  Other training roles include 
sea familiarization for Navy recruits and officers, mine warfare 

Jim Buchanan receives 
his US Commendation 
from CDRE Smallhorn. 

 
Ex Air Cav Pilots Terry Shulze and Dan Tyler. 

 

Watching a Seahawk Romeo sling loading onto the Flight Deck. 
 

 
Ex Chief of Navy Tim Barratt thanks CMDR Karl Brinckmann, 
while CAPT Al Whittaker, the Project Officer for Sycamore’s 

concept, design and build, looks on from astern. (Navy Images) 

 † REST IN PEACE † 
Since the last edition of ‘FlyBy’ we have become aware of the 
loss of Barry Simpson and Ryland Gill. 

You can read a little more of these sad events on our Obituary 
pages here, and, if you are a member of the Association, you 
can leave a comment there if you wish.ñ 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/gaouw0wuju6igrz/AABPguYgnbX9_NqSpvapaBBNa?dl=0
https://www.faaaa.asn.au/obituaries-date/
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training and support, practice torpedo/weapon recovery and 
consort duties.   

The ship has developed a unique and highly effective way to 
recover practice torpedoes which is safer and much quicker 
than conventional methods.  

The FAAAA group were treated to a full briefing and tour of 
the ship, a gourmet luncheon and a view of helicopter deck 
operations.   The hospitality of both TK and Navy guides was 
outstanding, leaving a lasting impression on those who at-
tended.  

Our particular thanks go to CMDR Karl Brinckmann, the liai-
son officer for the visit, and CAPT Allen Whittaker who facil-
itated and added much to the visit with his encyclopedic 
knowledge of the vessel. Al was the Project Director for Syca-
more’s acquisition and construction and has done an out-
standing job.   Thanks too to George Sydney for all the leg-
work in putting the trip together, and ABIS Jarrod Mulvihill, 
grandson of our National Treasurer, who was the Navy pho-
tographer for the day. ñ 

HARS Navy Historic Flight Aircraft 
You might like to know that HARS hopes to shortly move ex-
RAN Historic Flight Dakota (N2-90) from Albatross, where it’s 
been out in the weather for many years, to Albion Park.  The 
aircraft will then be surveyed to see if it can be rebuilt to flying 
condition.  

HARS is urgently seeking photos or plans (or interior 
sketches) of the interior fit-out of the RAN Wessexes (Wessii?) 
in the ASW role.  Originals will be returned.  If you can help, 
please contact the webmaster here.  

HARS is also seeking volunteers to help with the restoration 
of the ex-RAN Historic Flight aircraft – Wessex, Dakota, Sea 

Fury, UH1B Hueys and the Sea Venom.  Contact the webmas-
ter at the link above if you can help in body or spirit! ñ 

Tracker Reunion 

Don’t forget there’s a Tracker Reunion coming up in October! 
The venue will be HARS at Albion Park and the date 23-24 
October 2019.  This event is being organised by Bruce 
Saville, who runs the ‘Friends of the RAN Grumman Tracker’ 
Facebook Page.   

It is hoped that Tracker 844, which was bought by HARS at 
the end of last year, will be able to fly for this occasion.  The 
aircraft is currently still in open storage at Air Affairs (at HMAS 
Albatross), and is undergoing weekly run-up and engineering 
checks to keep it nimble.  HARS is waiting for batteries for this 
aircraft before it can ferry the aircraft to Albion Park. You can 
register for the Reunion here. ñ 

Can You Help With Information? 
Our website is 
more than just a 
collection of pho-
tos: it tries to record 
the history and cur-
rent whereabouts 
of all surviving vin-
tage RAN aircraft.  

One such aircraft is 
Sea Venom WZ 
939, which was for some years part of the collection at the 
Aviation Museum at Parafield, SA.   

The collection was put up for auction in July this year, how-
ever, and we are keen to know what happened to WZ939, and 
also to the Jindivik they had.  

 

Fleet Air Arm Association members and other visitors aboard MV Sycamore with an EC135 training 
helicopter hovering in the background (Navy Image) 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/703844286295816/events/
mailto:webmaster@theFAAAA.com
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Does anyone know?  If you have any information, however 
small, please contact the webmaster here. ñ 

Fleet Air Arm Update (from page 1) 
SQN) graduated from their respective aircrew courses. The 
graduating intake comprised 11 Army pilots, 3 Navy Aviation 
Warfare Officers, 5 Navy Aircrewman, and 5 Army Aircrew-
man students. The Graduation Parade was reviewed by the 
Chief of Defence Force, General Angus Campbell, AO, DSC, 
which made for a particularly memorable occasion for the 
graduates. In his remarks, General Campbell observed that 
“Many aspire to fly with the Royal Australian Navy and Army, 
however, few ever realise this desire”. Pilot and Army aircrew-
men graduates have now moved onto operational conversions 
on Tiger, MRH90 and Chinook. Aviation Warfare Officers onto 
MH-60R; and Navy aircrewmen onto Sensor Operator training 
prior operational conversion on MH-60R or MRH90.  

725 SQN – BE AGGRESSIVE 
725 SQN continued to provide initial conversion training onto 

the Navy’s Maritime Combat Helicopter – the MH-60R Sea-
hawk. Pilots, Aviation Warfare Officers and Sensor Operators 
undertake operational flying training, while maintenance per-
sonnel undertake type specific technical training. Collectively 
graduates go onto 816 SQN to sustain operational embarked 
Flights. 2019 has seen a steady flow of graduates from the 
MH-60R training system, as Navy continues to grow and ma-
ture the capability.  

In April, approximately 110 personnel exercised the Squad-
ron’s right to Freedom of Entry to the City of Coffs Harbour 
and conducted a two-aircraft flypast. Members also supported 
ANZAC Day commemorations the following day. These activ-
ities served to strengthen the relationship between 725 SQN 
and their adopted city and its community, while providing a 
break from the Squadron routine and an opportunity for 
Squadron members to take part in an age-old tradition in the 
form of Freedom of Entry.  

816 SQN – IMITATE THE ACTION OF THE TIGER 
816 SQN’s focus throughout the recent period has remained 
the provision of eight embarked MH-60R Flights at sea across 
the oceans. Additionally, the Squadron has provided addi-
tional support to the Fleet and wider Navy, including participa-
tion in the recent Wings Over Illawarra airshow. Together with 
an MRH90 static aircraft display from 808 SQN, the 816 SQN 
showcased the advanced equipment and highly talented peo-
ple in the FAA. Honing of the Squadron’s anti-submarine and 
anti-surface warfare skills and refining tactics, including the 
strike of surface targets with air-to-surface missiles, remains 
an enduring focus. 

Some highlights of Flight activity over the past several months 
include: 

• Flight 2 returned to 816 SQN following the decommissioning 
of HMAS Newcastle, and is currently preparing for its next 
embarkation and return to the Fleet 

• Flight 8 embarked in HMAS Hobart for the conduct of First 
of Class Flight Trials (FOCFT) and the testing of some re-
cent upgrades to the Air Warfare Destroyer. This was the 
first time that the MH-60R embarked in a Destroyer, and the 
interaction of the two capabilities will develop further on a 
forthcoming deployment.  

 

 
Graduation Parade for JHS3 Course, reviewed by CDF General 

Angus Campbell, AO, DSC 
 

 
725 SQN exercising its right to Freedom of Entry to the city of 

Coffs Harbour 
 

mailto:webmaster@theFAAAA.com
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• Flight 3, embarked in HMAS Ballarat, returned to Fleet Base 
East in July from a successful 9-month deployment to the 
Middle East Region. The deployment included the conduct 
of a ‘tail swap’ during the ship’s schedule maintenance pe-
riod, during which a replacement helicopter and some addi-
tional maintenance personnel were changed in-theatre. This 
was a significant undertaking that tested the skills and 
knowledge of our individuals, and the supporting agencies.  

808 SQN – STRENGTH IN UNITY 
808 SQN continues to provide the Maritime Support Helicopter 
capability for the fleet through provision of MRH90 flights. Fol-
lowing the decommissioning of HMAS Success, these Flights 
are routinely embark in HMA Ships Adelaide, Canberra and 
Choules.  

808 Squadron also supported ANZAC Day commemorations 
in Goolwa, SA, where Squadron personnel were graciously 
billeted by local families. This continues the longstanding tra-
dition established by 817 Squadron, and continues to foster 
the close relationship between the FAA and the town – the 
Squadron’s adopted city.  

822X SQN – SEE THE ENEMY 
822X Squadron is an experimental unit that operates the 
ScanEagle fixed wing Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS), and 
the Schiebel S100 Camcopter rotary-wing UAS. The squad-

ron’s mission is to conduct experimentation and evaluation ac-
tivities with contemporary UAS and advanced payloads to de-
velop operational knowledge and experience, develop orders 
and procedures supporting safe UAS operations, and to as-
sess UAS capability options that support integrated warfare 
outcomes for the future Fleet. Specifically, the Squadron is ex-
perimenting with a range of systems to inform Project 
SEA129-5, which will introduce a Maritime Tactical UAS to the 
Fleet. 

In July, almost all 822X Squadron personnel participated in 
Exercise TALISMAN SABRE in QLD. The S-100 crews were 
based ashore at the Shoalwater Bay Training Area as an aug-
mentation to Army’s 20 Surveillance and Target Acquisition 
Regiment (20 STA), while the ScanEagle crews operated 
alongside the 20 STA Regiment as an 822X Squadron detach-
ment. Information from both systems was provided to higher 
Headquarters. Navy crews earned themselves a reputation as 
thorough and professional operators, who not only contributed 
significantly to the effort, but gained important experience, 
knowledge and skills for application in the RAN and the mari-
time environment.  

The S100 crews are now regaining currency and preparing for 
an Operational Evaluation detachment in September, while 
the ScanEagle crews are preparing for a potential embarka-
tion later in the year. 

AIRCRAFT AND MAINTENANCE FLIGHT TRIALS UNIT - 
CAPABILITY THROUGH TEST 
An exceptional busy period for our test and trial experts has 
involved FOCFT on the LHD, LSDs DDGs and FFH; and a 
range of short-based tests. Collectively, these complex de-
manding activities ensured Navy maximises the capability it 
can generate from its ships and aircraft, while concurrently 
identifying areas and ways that it can be improved. The 2nd 
half of this year will see more trials, including expansion of tri-
als with Unmanned Systems. 

Update provided by COMFAA and his team, to whom we ex-
tend our grateful thanks. ñ 

Remember – there will be no “FlyBy” sent 
out in October:  the next edition will be 

mailed to you on 01 November 2019. 
 

 
HMAS Hobart’s embarked MH-60R during First of Class Flight 

Trials 

 

 

MH-60R conducting a flying display at Wings Over Illawarra 
 

 
822X SQN and 20 STA Personnel with ScanEagle aircraft and 

equipment at Exercise Talisman Sabre 2019 

 




