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Serving the FAA for some
36 years, the RAN’s Sea
Kings were an outstanding
success. Our new website
‘Heritage’ article takes a
close look at the life and
times of this remarkable
aircraft.
Few, if any, of the RAN’s aircraft have worked as
hard or for so long as the Sea Kings.
Bought in 1975 from the UK they saw service all
over the world, both in their primary roles of ASW
& Search and Rescue and, later, as utility
helicopters. Wherever there was a job to be done,
the Sea Kings were there.

through the main gate under police escort: the going joke
was that they were bigger than some of the Married
Quarters.
Bought primarily for its ASW capability, the Sea Kings first
served aboard HMAS Melbourne. But she was withdrawn

The initial batch of ten aircraft were purchased from
Westland in 1975, and a team of maintainers and aircrew
spent several months in the UK learning about the aircraft.
The Unit, which went under the rather inelegant acronym
“ASKFUK” (Australian Sea King Flight UK), utilised three of
the RAN’s aircraft before they were shipped back to Oz,
together with the other seven.
Folk who were at Albatross on 01 December 1975 might
remember the first of many huge wooden crates rolling
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Above. A jack of all trades: parachutists leave Shark 21.
It was all downhill from then.
from service by the end of 1981, and, after languishing in
Sydney harbour for some four years, was finally towed to China
for razor blades.
But there were other, smaller decks out there and HS817 rose
to the challenge. Over the next thirty years her Sea Kings
operated from a variety of ships, first as deployments but then,
increasingly, as Flights fully integrated into their parent ship.

Above POATA Purdy & CPOATA Harley with the
ASKFUK Formation Ceremony cake, 23 October 1974

The roll-call of Operations on which the Sea King was involved
is impressive, by any measure: SOLACE (Somalia),
PLUMBOB, TREK and ANODE (Solomons), BURSA
(Australia) RELEX and SLIPPER (Middle East) and SUMATRA
ASSIST– to name but a few. And in between all of that the Sea
Kings flew the flag and saved lives as part of their everyday
mantra.
By the time the Sikorsky S70B Seahawks had arrived, the Sea
King’s ASW days were over, but it did not stop 817 Squadron
from making its mark. It seemed where ever helicopters were
needed, the inimitable Sea King was there.
The story of the RAN’s Sea Kings is worthy of a place in our
Heritage, and it is now been told. In a brand new website article
you can read about this extraordinary aircraft or see a complete
‘History in Pictures’ if you prefer. Simply click on the image
below to open.
The Story of the RAN’s Sea King spans 35 years and of course
in that time there are a million individual yarns. Paul Moggach,
who was the Flight Commander on HMAS Kanimbla in 03/04
recently told us one. It was triggered by the photo on the next
page, when I asked him what the context was, and he came up
with the following gem.
“This is me and LEUT Mat Bradley. This photo was taken on
03 May. We had transferred CJLOG (MAJGEN Haddad) and
COMAST (RADM Bonser) to Khor Az Ubayr Heliport Facility
(which was at the centre of a large ammunition storage and
assembly centre. The CDT3 team were conducting EOD - there
were tonnes and tonnes of ordnance lying around and the
facility had been ransacked by the locals looking for building
materials (took the wood, wire and sheet metal and left the
ammo!). Mat and I were just hanging out waiting for the VIPs to
return.

In real terms, the Sea Kings had less than a five year
partnership with Melbourne. It ended in November
1981, but not before four aircraft were lost in separate
accidents.

Click on Image
to Open Sea
King Feature
Article
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As the VIPs appeared on the horizon heading back to us
(around 1330-ish), we kicked to old girl into life, except the
number one ECU wouldn’t start. Lots of whirr but no clackclack. It was clear to me that the High Energy Igniter Unit
(HEIU) or the igniter lead was broken.
Feeling the pressure of the impending arrival of the VIPs and
their onwards program, along with the fact that this was a
particularly unwise place to break down… I decided to climb up
and give the requisite parts a technical tap with a large piece of
torn apart 76mm shell (what was I thinking). Clearly this had no
effect on the start - we were stuck!. But was I was tapping away
on the top of the aircraft, two USMC CH-46s flew past at low
level. The lead aircraft swung around and landed alongside us.
I climbed down and greeted the ACM/Mech who asked if we
needed any assistance. I told him about my engine problem
and he said he was a hydraulics guy and was willing to have a
look. I said thank very much and asked him just how much he
knew about gas turbine engines - he said “nothing, I’m a
hydraulics guy, but I can ask my Captain”. I said thanks very
much…
A few moments passed and he returns and says there’s not
much they can do about the helicopter but asked if there was
anything else they could help with. I look across at the two VIPs
now asking lots of questions about why the aircraft wasn’t
running, and I said, “Sure, I’ve got two VIP 2 stars that need to
get to Camp Doha in Kuwait City”. He said that they were going
to Camp Doha. He then raced off to his Captain to check - when
the ACMN/Mech returns he said “We can do that sir, but what’s
in it for us…?". I gave him the look and then said just wait here.
I turned around and l walked over to Jeff Weber (my
Aircrewman) and told him to go to the bag of Iraqi weapons we
had in the back of the aircraft and get the rustiest, banged up
one we had. Jeff returned with the worst looking AK-47 you
could imagine. I handed it to the USMC chap with a big smile
and he was ecstatic!. At this point I realised that the two VIPs
were watching the entire transaction take place. I walked over

to them and explained that we had worked out an excellent
alternative arrangement for their trip to Kuwait. They smiled,
knowingly, yet grateful to be back on schedule.
Before he left, I asked the SCMN/Mech what made his Captain
turn around and land. He said “Well Sir, as we went past we
looked down and saw your ass hanging out the top of that helo
and my Captain said, ’that’s not right’, and he turned around
and landed”. Turns out the Captain had completed an
exchange tour with the RN flying Mk4 Junglies a couple of
years earlier and had recognised the nature of the predicament.
Sadly, I didn’t get the names of either the Captain or the
ACMN/Mech… but I think of them very fondly - legends that
saved the VIP part of the day - and who demonstrated the bond
of service and connection among aviators.
Once the VIPs were gone I then had to call the RN Mk4 SQN
working at Basra International Airport. I was put through to the
Senior Pilot. I told him about our problem and he reverted to A
grade Senior Pilot - “How do you know you have a HEIU
problem?, he said almost indignantly. To this I broke into, how
shall I say, no nonsense Aussie straight forwardness - “Listen
mate, I’m a 3000hour Sea King pilot, and Maintenance Test
Pilot and a B Cat QHI. I know what the hell I’m talking about!”.
He responds, very pleasantly, “Oh, in that case, right-o old
chap, leave it with me.” He got some more details about our
location and off he went.
About 40 minutes later a couple of RAF land Rovers roll into
the site with some ADGs and a RAF Engineer. We had been
using SATCOM for our calls, and this young FLTLT pulls out a
Nokia 3310 mobile phone. We look at him like he’s talking into
a rock (don’t you know this a war zone!?). He sees our look and
says - “Hey, they weren’t dumb enough to take down the mobile
phone network!” We were amazed having just assumed that
our mobiles would be useless on the ground in Iraq. The FLTLT
coordinated some support with the CDs and then left. He did
leave me with the mobile phone which proved useful for me to
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contact our platform engineer back in Nowra to seek the
approval for the RN maintainers to work on the aircraft.
A short while later a Mk4 Sea King arrived and dropped off two
maintainers with the gear to repair our aircraft. This took a
number of hours and we were eventually ready to lift at around
2300 - a long day and we were now well outside our crew duty
limits. We discussed the option of staying the night on the
ground but the Divers were absolutely clear that that was a poor
option - they clearly did not like the idea of having to babysit
four RAN birdies and their aircraft for any longer than they had
to! We completed a quick knee pad risk assessment, completed
an brown out/IFR departure from the site (having made a pretty
good assessment of the obstacles during daylight, and headed
up to Basra. The RN OPS team wanted their maintainers back
and had assured us that there was a T-Aid set up on the main
runway.
The short trip to Basra was uneventful - there were lights on in
the city - but we couldn’t see any T-Aid on the runway. This is
where the quality of Mat Bradleys work shone through. He
stated that he could see the entire outline of all runways and
taxiways on his radar - they were all on raised berms. So we
cooked up a Helicopter Controlled Approach to the threshold of
the main North-South Runway terminating at the five hinged
foot point - where we found a beautifully laid out T-Aid… in Infra
Red Cyalumes. The Brit, not inappropriately, thought we would
be on Night Vision Goggles like every other western military
force in theatre…. Not us! We taxied in, dropped our pax,
returned the mobile phone and headed back to KANIMBLA. I
then received a bollocking because I would not be able to
conduct a RAS VERTREP serial the next morning due to Crew
Duty limits…. But that’s another story….”

Progress on NHF Iroquois/Dakota

HARS Navy Heritage Flight Iroquois 893 and 898 in Air
Affairs hangar
The Historic Aircraft Restoration Society (HARS) has advised
that the two Iroquois airframes (893 and 898) are now safely
housed within the Air Affairs complex at South Nowra, along
with many spares.
HARS volunteers have finalised the applications for Civil
Aviation Safety Authority (CASA) remote site maintenance
authority, and most importantly the Defence Department and
HARS have now signed the amendment to the Deed covering
the two helicopters. (This was required as the original contract
of sale specified the aircraft as ‘not to fly’.
Works can now start on their return to flight status under our
CAR30 CASA Approval at our registered remote location at the
Air Affairs Facility at South Nowra and kindly Sponsored by Air
Affairs Pty Ltd. It is intended to bring both to flying status in the
course of time.
HARS is also, despite the current COVID-19 restrictions,
working towards bringing both Tracker 845 and Dakota N2-90
to their Albion Park facility. Currently both of them are in the
open at Albatross. The Dakota was used by HM Queen
Elizabeth during her 1954 tour of Australia, before being
acquired by the FAA. You can read the story of our Daks here.
Don’t forget you can also buy a DVD from HARS entitled
“Launch Tracker 844”, which tells the story of their recent
acquisition of that aircraft, and its return to airworthiness. The
DVD costs just $25.00 and you can place your order here.
Our thanks to HARS for this update and the photo above. ñ

† REST IN PEACE †
Since the last edition of ‘FlyBy’ we have become aware of the
loss of David Manton.
You can read a little more of this sad event on our Obituary
pages here, and, if you are a member of the Association, you
can leave a comment there if you wish.ñ

LEUT Mat Bradley meets a random celebrity and
presents him with a Kanimbla Flight patch.
This little gem is just one that tells a story of the RAN Sea King
and the people who flew, fought and maintained it. Why not
check out the website now? You can see it here. ñ
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FLEET AIR ARM
UPDATE
PO Jason Wickman assesses the
Grose Valley bushfire in the Blue
Mountains during a sortie in an 808
SQN Taipan MRH90 (Navy image)

The summer Reduced Activity Period of 2019/2020 was far
from reduced as the Fleet Air Arm joined with other elements of
Defence and Civil Agencies, with the support of industry
partners, to respond to the recent bushfire emergency as part
of Operation BUSHFIRE ASSIST.

professionalism, resilience and courage displayed by our
people in helping their fellow Australians highlights the
extraordinary men and women we have in the Fleet Air Arm.
Whilst support during the bushfires was the main focus
domestically, the Fleet Air Arm also had an 816 Squadron
(CMDR Todd Glynn, RAN) MH-60R Flight embarked in HMAS
Toowoomba in the Middle East region. Toowoomba is
supporting the International Maritime Security Construct in its
mission to ensure freedom of navigation through the Strait of
Hormuz and continuing
Australia’s
longstanding
efforts in the area.

The Fleet Air Arm became heavily committed in November and
remained so as the situation worsened in December and
January, committing MRH90, MH-60R and EC135, both day
and night to support the inspiring efforts of the Rural Fire
Service,
Country
Fire
Authority
and
State
Emergency Services. Aircraft
were used in an array of
Throughout recent activities,
demanding activities, from
723 Squadron continues to
mapping fire fronts and
train tomorrow’s Navy and
moving equipment, through to
Army aviators. Training is
Search and Rescue (SAR)
conducted using the EC135 in
operations and the evacuation
conjunction with industry
of residents under threat.
partner Boeing Defence
More recently, Fleet Air Arm
Australia. Whilst a Navy unit,
support was also provided in
LCDR Colin McLeod and LEUT Michael Regan fly 723 Squadron welcomed its
the NSW Flood Emergency.
their MRH-90 through thick smoke haze near Mt first Army Commanding
Omeo. The poor visibility often required night Officer (LTCOL Richard
The Fleet Air Arm collectively
vision devices to stay safe. (Navy image)
Green), who joined in
flew 640 hours in support of
December 2019. LTCOL
emergency services. Flying
was exceptionally demanding with very poor visibility that at Green is an experienced Blackhawk and fixed wing Qualified
times required the use of Night Vision Devices during the day. Flying Instructor, and has considerable operational
The missions flown by the crews and successes they achieved experience. In recognition of 723 Squadron’s achievements,
Commander Australian Fleet, Rear Admiral Jonathan Mead,
required tenacity, astute judgment and leadership.
visited in February and presented the McNichol Trophy,
Although a large number of Fleet Air Arm personnel were
acknowledging the hard work in all aspects of aviation
recalled during the middle of the Christmas holidays, personnel
operations, safety, reliability and unit-level training.
had an overwhelming desire to assist where possible. The
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New Commanding Officers have also been welcomed in at 725,
808 and 822X Squadrons. CMDR James Hawley, RAN has
assumed Command of 725 Squadron and is working towards
ensuring our MH-60R training continues to provide well
prepared, experienced and qualified maintenance personnel
and aircrew to 816 Squadron for frontline service.

Oldie But Goodie…

CMDR Paul Hannigan, RAN assumed Command of 808
Squadron in December at a time when it was called upon to
support Operation BUSHFIRE ASSIST with 310 of the Fleet Air
Arm’s 640 hours accumulated by 808 Squadron. The Squadron
was also deservedly congratulated and thanked for their
considerable contribution by Rear Admiral Mead during his
recent visit.
This news snippet is a few months old but it isn’t often that Navy
is involved with pink helicopters, so it may be of interest to
readers.
In January, Navy Clearance Diving Team One assisted in
retrieving a Bell Iroquois that had ditched into the Ben Boyd
reservoir near Eden, when fighting bushfires (this was before
the floods and pestilence).
The team deployed lift bags to bring the aircraft to the surface
some 400m offshore, before using an Army Heavy Recovery
Vehicle to turn and rotate it upright onto its skids. It was then
pulled ashore.
AB Aviation Support Tyler Hubbert inspects the main
rotor head assembly on this Schiebel S-100 Camcopter
of 822X Squadron (Navy image).
CMDR Phil Woodward, RAN is the final new Commanding
Officer within the Fleet Air Arm. Phil has assumed Command of
822X Squadron, which continues to experiment using
unmanned air vehicles and expand Navy’s capability in this
domain.

Rumours that Army was taken with the fetching paint livery and
are contemplating painting their Blackhawk fleet the same
colour are, unfortunately, exaggerated. (Photo: Navy Daily). ñ

Wall of Service Update

Reflecting on recent activities and accomplishments, the Fleet
Air Arm can be proud of the flexibility and resolve it has
demonstrated whilst providing unwavering support to
Australian communities. 2020 has proven so far to be a year of
unprecedented events and the Fleet Air Arm remains
committed to supporting fellow Australians through these
difficult times.
Our thanks to Deputy COMFAA for this update. ñ

Slipstream Indexing Started
We have started the mammoth job of providing an Index for the
archive of ‘Slipstream’ magazines. This is thanks to two
volunteers to offered to assist the webmaster, so thanks to Paul
“Rocky” Norris and Ron Marsh.
It’s expected to take several months before the work is
complete, but each time one edition is indexed it is added to the
on-line product. This means that you can start using it now,
even if it doesn’t yet cover all magazines in our archive.
A link to the collection and the index can be found here. ñ

The Fleet Air Arm Wall of Service is a unique facility which
records the names of members who have served (or are still
serving) in or with the Royal Australian Navy Fleet Air Arm. This
is achieved by means of bronze plaques affixed to a custombuilt wall situated adjacent to the FAA Museum in Nowra, NSW.
It is not a memorial wall – rather, it records the names of people
who have served and/or continue to serve their country in (or
attached to) the RAN Fleet Air Arm.
The Wall currently contains 964 plaques (as of 03 November
2019), with room for a total of 14,000. Having your name on the
wall is a wonderful way to preserve your little bit of history, or
perhaps you might consider it as a special gift to someone who
has everything.
It may also be your way of enshrining the memory of a father or
other relative, or just a mate. We recently had a group of exFAA people chip in to buy a plaque for a deceased friend who
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had fallen on hard times and who otherwise would not have had
his exemplary service remembered in this way.
You can order a plaque simply by filling out a little form on line,
or printing out a hard copy and sending it in. The website has
full instructions and details of cost etc.
Order No. 44 was affixed to the Wall in mid April. Order No 45
is now open. People who have so far submitted an application
for this batch are:
AB L. Thurgar
CMDR SMN (AV) J. Masters

CMDR SMN (P) J. Siebert
CMDR P. Cooper

We need a minimum of 12 names before we can submit the
order to the Foundry, so sometimes there’s a significant wait
until sufficient people have applied. We will bring you progress
updates in this column each month.
You can put your application to join this Order now, which will
avoid an expected price hike. Click here for more information,
ñ

Shark 02 Tragedy Remembered 15 years on
Excerpt from Navy Daily 02Apr20

Due to current physical distancing requirements, personnel and
family were unable to gather for the service this year, however
Chaplain Steve Estherby conducted a private memorial
ceremony, which has been uploaded to social media platforms.
This can be viewed here.
“This year is the 15th anniversary of this tragedy and while I
deeply regret that we were not able to conduct a public
memorial service, I’m pleased we found a way to mark this
important event and remember those who died and their loved
ones are important to the wider Navy family.” Chaplain
Estherby said.
In a sombre and solitary moment, which reflected a wider loss
still keenly felt by many personnel, HMAS Albatross’ Executive
Officer Commander Nigel Rowan placed a wreath at the
memorial on behalf of all those who could not be there.
“This is a place of profound memories,” Commander Rowan
said. “Many still carry the loss of their friends and colleagues in
their hearts and minds.”
The Roll of Honour page for those lost in the tragedy is here.ñ

Slipstream in the Time of COVID
Members who elect to have Slipstream by ‘Hard Copy’ but who
also have an email address were advised early in April that their
hard copy of the magazine probably wouldn’t happen this time
around, and were given a link to the on-line version. This was
done to because of the restrictions to the number of ‘packers’
that could be gathered in one room.
Innovation took charge, however, with each packer taking a
bunch of magazines and envelopes home to process, before
delivering them back to a central place for dispatch – a really
remarkable effort in these times of restricted mobility. As a
result EVERY hard-copy member’s Slipstream was in the post
by 6th April.
Special thanks to Ron Batchelor, Terry
Hetherington, Dick Martin, James Caldwell and Denis
Mulvihill for this Stirling Service! ñ

Executive Officer HMAS Albatross, Commander Nigel Rowan
RAN lays a wreath at the 'Shark 02' Memorial during the service
to remember those lost in the Sea King helicopter crash on 2 April
2005. (Image: Navy Daily)

In the close-knit world
of Naval Aviation, April
2 is a sombre day for
many personnel as
they remember and
reflect on the loss of
nine
Australian
Defence
Force
A small memorial service was also held
on the island of Nias. Here, Navy personnel who died
Attache CAPT Nick Hart and his
Sea
King
Assistant, CPO Rob Pope pay their when
respects. (Image: Navy Daily)
helicopter ‘Shark 02’
crashed while on a
humanitarian support mission on the Indonesian island of Nias
in 2005. It was the only fatal crash in the aircrafts’ 35-year
history.
A service is usually held on this day at a memorial located
outside the Albatross Chapel. The memorial’s location in the
home of Navy’s Fleet Air Arm serves as a tangible reminder of
Navy’s history of service and sacrifice.

Remembering a Friend: Errol Kavanagh
John Perriman, the
Director of Strategic &
Historical Studies in the
Navy’s Sea Power
Centre,
has
just
published a biography on
the life of Commander
Errol Kavanagh, who
served in the Navy from
1962 to 1987, and who tragically lost his life whilst flying a MIG15 out of Canberra on 13 March 1993. Furnished with many
photographs, the biography is a tribute to a highly professional
and admired member of the FAA community. You can read it
here. ñ

ADF Pay Rise To Be Deferred
The ADF’s current pay Arrangement (the WRA) is due to expire
in November 2020 and under normal circumstances the ADF
would take a replacement Arrangement to the Defence Force
Remuneration Tribunal for consideration. Typically WRAs last
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The above photo, which is enough to make fans of Historic Aircraft weep, was recently sent to the webmaster. It looks
like the three Sea Furies are destined to be burned, but we wondered about the location – maybe the Fire Ground was
in a different place in those days? Any advice would be welcome.
for three years and provide for annual salary increases over
that period.
In early April, however, the Public Service Minister signed a
determination that will see any Public Service pay increases
due over the coming year to be deferred for a period of six
months as part of the COVID-19 austerity impact.
Unsurprisingly, the ADF intends to follow suit and has indicated
to its members that any increase to have been considered by

the DFRT in November will also be deferred by six months. It is
not yet clear whether the whole hearing will be deferred, or will
go ahead on time but any outcome deferred.
WRAs are normally presented to the Tribunal as ‘agreed
matters’ and the Defence Force Welfare Association provides
input, with the help of an advocate of the Fleet Air Arm
Association. We will be keeping an eye on the situation. ñ

Mystery Photo No. 56

We haven’t done a Mystery Photo for a while as the Editor ran out of suitable material, but here’s a ripper!
The photo is courtesy of Bob Howe of the Qld Air Museum, and it was sent in by Kim Dunstan of VIC
Division.
It shows a picture of a vaguely aeronautically-shaped device outside a hangar at NAS Nowra. The shape
of the car in the background will give a rough timeframe. We would like to know what the device was for,
and when they were used. Go here to see bigger photo and to send in your answer. ñ
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In the April edition of this
newsletter
we
invited
readers to complete a
survey. How did it go?
The survey was prompted by a comment from WA Division in the March Slipstream magazine, suggesting that ‘FlyBy’
was eclipsing its larger sibling in terms of content, and expressing concern that hard copies of Slipstream might be
phased out as a result. This was despite assurances at the last Federal Council Meeting that a hard copy option will
always be available, for as long as we have volunteers willing to produce the magazine.
But as WA Division’s leaders chose to put the question on the table in a public forum, I ran a poll, with the prior blessing
of the National Executive, to see if their view was reflective of the general FAA community. It asked the simple question:
“Should FlyBy Continue?” with a YES or NO response. Here is the result:

The April FlyBy was sent to 900 people. A total of 244 readers responded to the survey, with an overwhelming 237
(97.1%) voting in favour of retaining the newsletter, whilst 2.9% thought it should go. Thank you to all who took part.
The survey also included an optional comment box, which, surprisingly, a great many respondents utilised (69%). A
common theme was that readers enjoyed both Slipstream and FlyBy and they understood the intent of the two
publications to be different. A few people left more detailed comments reflecting their views. Most answers were just
brief (but very welcome) words of support.
A complete list of the 170-odd comments, copied verbatim, can be seen here. They were anonymous although one or
two folk chose to leave their names. I particularly urge WA Division’s committee to read it, as it may help recalibrate
their views on the utility of the newsletter.
There were just seven people who voted ‘NO’ in the survey. I would remind them that the FlyBy notification email they
receive each month always includes an ‘unsubscribe’ link at the bottom. Please feel free to use it.
Marcus Peake, Editor. ñ
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Superannuation Plea
Earlier in the month we saw this email, which seeks support in
the fight to get proper superannuation entitlements. It’s a
reasonable request, so if you haven’t done so already you
might consider registering.

your mailing lists who you think would like to support those who
have defended our country.
This is a decision only you can make and if you don't wish to
support us then I will understand.
My aim is to add 1000 new members in 7 days”

“Hello to my Family and Friends,

Regards, Jim ñ

I am not asking for $$$$$ but requesting that you register your
support for ex-servicemen/women to receive their due
superannuation entitlements. From the day I turned 18 I
contributed to my Government superannuation fund and all of
my contributions went into consolidated revenue, no interest
and no employer contribution. I was allowed to take an advance
payment of future entitlements and my annual superannuation
was reduced by dividing my retirement pay by my life
expectancy (about age 73) I am now 83 and I am still repaying
the advance so far in excess of $50000 more than the original
advance. There are other areas where we have suffered under
payment.

What Is This?
Whilst scanning my computer for photographs for the new ‘Sea
King’ Heritage piece, I came across this one:

My association (ADFRA) has been fighting for justice for many
years but the Minister treats us like dog dung. We have just had
a Commonwealth Ombudsman's own motion inquiry of the
advance payment entitlement and that inquiry at best could be
described as a sham.
What I ask you to do is to go to www.adfra.org (you will have
to type ADFRA into Google) and register as a supporter or
member, anyone over 18 can register, a husband, wife and
eligible children can register. We do not reveal the names of
anyone on our membership lists we just use the number of
members/supporters to present our strength to the
Government.

I’ve got a couple of thousand hours on Sea Kings but don’t
recall ever flying with one of these.
Can anybody throw some light on it, please? Just email the
Editor here. ñ

My second request is that you circulate this email to those on

Brett Dowsing is capturing the history and stories associated with Ships’
Flights from 1984 to the Gulf War when S70Bs were first embarked.
Input from AEOs, FSMSs, Maintainers, Test Pilots and Flight Aircrew is
critically important to help capture the full story. Please contact him
here if you are willing to help in any way.
FLYBY NEWSLETTER Page 10

Tracker DVD Nears Readiness

Change to the National Executive

The following advice has been received from HARS.

Dick Martin, our long-standing National Secretary, is about to
stand down after many years of dedicated service – although
his dream of total retirement is yet to be realised as he is taking
on the role of Secretary for the NSW Division. We extend our
grateful thanks for all the years of work Dick provided. In his
place, Terry Hetherington is to assume duties of the National
Secretary shortly.

“We have finalized the editing on the S2 production “Launch
Tracker 844” and when some minor technical work is
completed, will send the master copy to production.
HARS particularly wants to thank Matthew Jones from
Mountain Lion productions for his expertise in producing an
excellent product, and for his cheerful support over the last 6
months or so! It is a GREAT product and I am sure it will delight
all who see it.
When available, the DVD will be sold through the HARS shop
and networks e.g. as part of any Tracker 844 future appearance
- with proceedings helping to keep the Tracker flying.
The DVD will cost $A25 plus any postage; its core final version
runs for approximately 50 minutes, and we have added some
special features of extra interviews and resources about
Tracker 844. The last 20 minutes or so of the coverage
concentrates on the series of flying runs, taxi-iing and wing
folds that Tracker 844 performed at the Reunion in November
2019. Great A-V!”
Some readers have already pre-ordered the DVD, but if you
haven’t here is your chance. Simply email Michael Hough here
and he will organise your order for you. This is a once in a
lifetime story so don’t miss your chance. ñ

More Wings Badges
Some time ago Brett
Dowsing organised metal
“Wings” tie pins, which
you can purchase through
our website in either Pilots
of AvWo (Observer)
format. You can also buy
an extra set to ‘sponsor’ a
young naval aviator
graduate. (See details
here).
Navy Wings, a UK based
non-profit company dedicated to the restoration of that nation’s
historic naval aircraft, has just produced its own range of wings
in Pilot, Observer and Aircrewman format.
Their design results from the deliberation of over 400 members
of the FAA Officers’ and Aircrewmans’ Associations, and they
are finished in 9ct gold plate and secured by butterfly clasps.
Unlike our tie-pin size, they are available in two sizes, both of
which are much larger than ours.
‘FlyBy’ has negotiated a special discount for our readers – if
you put the discount code NWFAAAA10 into the on-line order
form you’ll receive an automatic 10% discount off any product
on their website – including a great range of books and items
of clothing.
So, if you fancy a Wings Badge that is larger than our tie-pin
version, have a look at what Navy Wings can offer. You can
see their range here. ñ

The line-up for the National Executive will therefore be:
Mark Campbell – National President
Phil Carey – National Vice President
James Caldwell – National Treasurer
Terry Hetherington – National Secretary
Paul Norris – National Database Manager
Marcus Peake – Webmaster/FlyBy Editor.ñ

Can You Help?
We’ve had an email from
a lady who wants to
research the life of her
Granddad, Frank Aide
(on the right in this tiny
little photo). We know
that Frank joined up in ’46
and appears to have
served
until
1970,
possibly reaching the rank of POAMAE, with much of his time
spent at Albatross.
Can anybody help us with information about Frank? It’s great
when the younger generation take an interest in their ancestors
and we would really like to help. Contact the webmaster here.

The Nowra Veterans’ Wellbeing Centre – Update
By Phil Carey, President NSW Division
The Commonwealth announced a grant of $30,000,000.00 to
establish 6 centres for Veterans. Nowra was chosen as one of
the locations for such a centre. The facilities are being referred
to as Veterans' Wellbeing Centres." $5,000,000.00 has been
allocated to Nowra to establish a facility.
The project has timetable set by the Commonwealth to have
the place up and running and the funds expended on the
establishment by the end of FY 2021/2022. After the expiration
of FY 2021/2022 the centre is expected to have in place a
business case that will ensure sustainability for 10 years from
that date. Other centres around Australia have estimated that
to cost about $800,000.00 per annum with none of those funds
coming from the Commonwealth.
The FAAA is but one of an estimated 3,000 plus ex service
organisations (ESOs throughout ). We are a not for profit
organisation. it is beyond our capability to be in a position to
commit to any funding of any great consequence.
Two members of the NSW Committee are involved in the
meetings and have provided some perspective from the NSW
Branch of the FAAAA.
(continued on page 13)
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Anzac Day 2020
in Pictures

1

This year, Anzac Day was like
no other we have ever seen.
But despite social distancing,
Australians still paid their
respects to those who gave
their lives in the service of their
country.
Here is a selection of media images that capture the pathos of the
day, and the dedication of those who remembered.
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1. Vietnam Veteran David Milligan stands with a
wreath outside his home in Mallacoota.
Photo: Rachel Mounsey AAP
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Photograph captions and acknowledgements:
1. Vietnam veteran RAAF engineer David Milligan stands with a wreath outside his home at dawn in Mallacoota, far east
Gippsland. Photograph: Rachel Mounsey/AAP
2. People pay their respects at the Shrine of Remembrance in Melbourne (Robert Cianflone, Getty Images)
3. People commemorate Anzac Day at dawn on Currumbin beach on the Gold Coast.Photograph: Dave Hunt/AAP
4. LtCol Neil Peake takes a moment to reflect in Canberra, with his daughters Samira and Hazel.
5. Ms Tammy Concannon outside her home at dawn to commemorate Anzac Day in Brisbane. Photograph: Dan Peled/EPA
6. A small group gathers for an Anzac Day dawn service outside North Bondi RSL Club at Bondi beach. Photograph: Ryan
Pierse/Getty Images
7. A woman on Currumbin beach to commemorate Anzac Day. Photograph: Chris Hyde/Getty Images
8. Nick Bryan of the Essendon Bombers AFL team in his driveway in Melbourne, Australia. Photograph: Quinn Rooney/Getty
Images

Nowra Wellbeing Centre Update (continued)
We have not volunteered for any role or position and we have
not committed to any financial support, notwithstanding that we
are however fully supportive of the concept if not the
process. The restrictions placed on us by COVID19 have
curtained somewhat the active involvement of many of the local
interested groups. However the management group have
proceeded apace with the matter.
The committee of the NSW branch will, at our meeting today,
discuss the extent of our future involvement in the project
establishment and our capacity for the future of the centre.
P J Carey. President NSW Branch

Next Month in ‘FlyBy’

We take a closer look at two spectacular but very different art
forms: the creation of a scale model of the MV Sycamore, and
the genesis classic painting ‘Finals, Four Greens’.
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