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The RAN’s

TIGER
MOTHS

They were the littlest aircraft on the inventory, and amongst our first,
but the diminutive Tiger Moth played an important part in the
fledgling Fleet Air Arm and deserves a place in our history.
De Havilland was always interested in aircraft: his first,
which took him two years to build, crashed on its maiden
flight in September 1910 (he was 28 years old).
Undeterred, he built subsequent aircraft from scratch and
within two years had established a new British altitude
record of 10,500 feet. Many aircraft of his designs were
used during the first world war, and in 1920 he established
his own works which went on to produce such classics as
the De Havilland Mosquito, and later, the first commercial
To meet the need for training aircraft the Air Board
jetliner the de Havilland Comet.
transferred to the RAN various RAAF airframes
being held in category “D” storage. These included The Tiger Moth was a ‘30s design for a training aircraft
three De Havilland Tiger Moths: diminutive bi- (continued on page 2.)
planes that had been used for pilot training but were
now surplus to requirements.
When the RAN Fleet Air Arm was first established
in 1947, the immediate needs were to establish a
home base and acquire training aircraft. A disused
RAAF airfield at Nowra was transferred to the Navy
to fulfil the first requirement, and after some
refurbishment became HMAS Albatross. It was
rough and ready and not the most comfortable of
places to live and work, but it did the job.

The Tiger Moths had three advantages: they were
immediately available, they were free, and they
were simple to operate. They were also easy to fly
but hard to fly well, so they could pass for training –
even though the operational aircraft being acquired
by the FAA - the Fairey Firefly and the Supermarine
Sea Fury - were at the other end of the performance
spectrum.
The Tiger Moth was the brainchild of Geoffrey de
Havilland (later Sir Geoffrey), an English aviation
Above. Workers assemble Tiger Moth fuselage sections at the
pioneer and aerospace engineer.
De Havilland plant in Bankstown (AWM image).
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MEDICAL ADVICE FOR OLDER
AUSSIES
(From the new Asian Doctor at our local clinic…a
great guy!)
Q. Doctor, I’ve heard that cardiovascular exercise can
prolong life. Is this true?
A. Heart only good for so many beats, and that’s it! Don’t
waste on exercise. Everything wear out eventually.
Speeding up heart not make you live longer; it like saying
extending life of car by driving faster. Want to live
longer? Take a nap.
Q. Should I reduce my alcohol intake?
A. Oh no! Wine made from fruit. Brandy distilled wine,
that mean they take water out of fruity bit so you get even
more goodness that way. Beer also made of grain.
Bottom up!
Q. How can I calculate my body/fat ratio?
A. Well, if you have body and you have fat, your ratio
one to one. If you have two body, your ratio two to one.
Q. What are the advantages of participating in a regular
exercise program?

fighter pilots. Although it was generally docile and
forgiving in the normal flight phases encountered
during initial training, it required definite skill and
concentration to fly well in more advanced
manoeuvres – a characteristic some instructors liked
as it weeded out marginal students.
The first of the RAN’s three Tiger Moths was
transferred on 13 October 1948, by which time the 20th
Carrier Air Group had arrived at Albatross with their
Hawker Sea Furies and Fairey Fireflies. There could
hardly have been a more stark difference between the
powerful fighter/bombers and the little, canvas covered
trainers. The Sea Fury, for example, boasted a
2,400hp 18 cylinder radial engine and a top speed of
about 400 knots. Stepping into the Moth with its 130hp
Gypsy Major and 100 knot offering must have been like
crawling in lead boots.
The Tiger Moth also had no flaps, no brakes, no
electric or cartridge starter, few instruments and a
fixed-pitch propeller: but they were fun to fly and
provided the means to build experience for new pilots
before breaking them into the racehorses on the other
side of the apron.

A. Can’t think of single one…so sorry. My philosophy –
no pain good!
Q. Aren’t fried foods bad for you?
A. YOU NOT LISTENING! Food fried in vegetable oil.
How getting more vegetable be bad?
Q. Will sit ups prevent me from getting soft in the middle?
A. Oh no! When you exercise muscle, it get bigger. You
should only be doing sit-up if you want bigger stomach.
Q. Is chocolate bad for me?
A. You crazy?! HEL-LO-O!! Cocoa bean! Another
vegetable! It best feel-good food around!
Q. Is swimming good for your figure?
A. If swimming good for your figure, explain whale to me.
Q. Is getting in shape important for my lifestyle?
A. Hey! ‘Round’ is shape. ñ

Tiger Moth (continued)
De Havilland’s concept was to produce a small,
simple-to-build and relatively cheap aircraft for this
purpose, and he succeeded brilliantly – it has been
described as the most popular light aircraft in history.
Whether this is true is a moot point, but various models
were exported to more than 25 Air Forces of various
nations.
The RAF found the Tiger Moths ideal for training future

A poor quality image of a Tiger Moth towing a Glider
at Nowra, circa early ‘50s. Navy News.

At Nowra, the Tiger Moths were utilised for refresher
courses, and non-operational pilots who needed to
keep-up their flying hours, and as general-purpose
two-seaters. They were also used to instruct junior
maintainers in aircraft servicing. An additional two
delisted airframes were obtained for apprentice
training at HMAS Nirimba, at Schofields, near Sydney.
At Nowra, where a Navy gliding club operated at
weekends the Tiger Moths were often used to launch
gliders.
The Tiger Moths were all sold during 57/58, thus
achieving only a relatively short life in the RAN. By
then, RAAF basic pilot training was conducted in the
Wirraway trainer, a more pragmatic aircraft with its
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enclosed cockpit
characteristics.

and

better

performance

Although the Tiger Moths only had short tenure in the
RAN, they had an interesting service life and they were
well liked by those who flew and maintained them. You
can read their story here, together with photographs,
anecdotes and an account of the life of each aircraft.
ñ
Update on ASM(CT) for Operation Bursa
Readers with an interest in this
subject will know it has been a
long-running battle to award the
Australian
Service
Medal
(Counter Terrorism Clasp) for
Navy personnel of 723, 816 and
817 Squadrons who were
directly involved in flying for
Operation Bursa (the protection
of offshore oil platforms against
potential terrorist attack). You
can read about Bursa here.
By way of background it is now
more than four years since the
letter seeking such approval was sent to a very
supportive Chief of Navy. We reported the initiative in
our very first “FlyBy” and have been giving periodic
updates since then, all of which bore the caveat that
nothing happens fast in the medals arena and this was
likely to be a lengthy process - and ultimately may not
be successful.

Our last update was in November 2019, when we
reported that Defence lawyers had got stuck into
qualifying criteria for Awards generally, and stipulated
that the term “Operation” must be replaced by the
terminology “Defence activity”. This change reportedly
required Royal Assent, which in turn required a letter
to Her Majesty through the Governor General et al…an
operation (oops, sorry, activity) that we estimated
would take several months. Of course, none of us
knew that COVID-19 was around the corner, either.
Anyway, it would appear that things are moving again.
The concept of an ASM(CT) for Bursa personnel has
been agreed in principle, but the criteria determining
who might qualify for the Award still needs legal
clearance. Other critical paperwork, such as an
application for Bursa to be declared a prescribed
operation (activity?), is also still in train, amongst other
things. In other words, the notion is looking good but
the determinations and processes to make it so are still
incomplete.
It is hoped that there will be tangible news by
September this year and we will, of course, keep
readers informed. As always, however, please don’t
hold us to this estimate – as Confucius once said: “the
only things certain in life are death and taxes, and a
slow Honours and Awards process”. ñ

Click on image
to read the
TIGER MOTH
story
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Mystery Photo No. 57 Answer
Mystery Photo No.57 was of a
helicopter Flight aboard one of HM’s
Australian ships. We asked for the
type of helicopter and where the
image was taken.
We had quite a few readers take a
shot at the questions, with most
correctly identifying the aircraft as a
Westland
Dragonfly.
The
whereabouts proved a bit more
difficult, varying from HMAS
Melbourne in Sydney to HMAS
Sydney in Hong Kong.
The caption to the photo states that it
is Kobe, Japan, but Sydney did not
visit this port over that period. Rather,
she called briefly into Sasebo, and
thence used Kure as her relief port,
so it is likely the photograph was
taken there. Comparison with other
images on our Korea web pages
support this assumption.
At the time of the Korean conflict and
the subsequent ceasefire monitoring mission the
RAN did not have any helicopters of her own so
was reliant on loan detachments from other
Navies: most typically, the USN which provided a
Sikorsky HO3S-1 and crew, or, as in this case,
the Royal Navy with two Dragonflys.
The Dragonfly was a licence-built derivative of the
Sikorsky S-51, and entered service with the RN in
1950. This photo was taken some time after 11th
November 1953 as that is the date that the
helicopter (together with a second one), was
delivered from HMS Ocean in Hong Kong.
The crew were probably RN too, although some
are wearing ‘Sydney’ cap tallies. We don’t have
names, aside from Lt. James Summerlee (third
from left, front row), of which is written: ‘…On 9
November 1953 he was loaned to the Royal
Australian Navy and served aboard HMAS
Sydney in the Korean war theatre on SAR. He
flew out in a Constellation, joined Sydney in
Singapore, and returned home at the end of
hostilities from Singapore to Stanstead in an Avro
York. While in the Far East, he travelled by boat
from Kure, Japan, to visit Hiroshima.’
You can see this answer on our website here,
with links to previous Mystery Photos. ñ
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Queens Birthday Honours Congrats

You can now purchase the story in even more
convenient formats: specifically, on a DVD, on a USB
Thumb Drive or by Digital Download. Every time
HARS sells 30 copies it enables one hour of Flight
Time for 844, so it’s a really great way to both enjoy
the story of this grand old aircraft AND keep it in the
air.
You can see the promo of the video here, and/or
purchase a copy here. Please spend a little time
doing both to help HARS keep our heritage flying. ñ

CAPT Whittaker, right, conducts a tour of the Multi-Role Aviation
Training Vessel MV Sycamore for members of the FAAAA last
year (Navy image).

We see with great pleasure that Captain Allen
Whittaker CSC has been awarded the Order of
Australia in the Military Division for meritorious service
in the field of Navy aviation capability development.
CAPT Whittaker demonstrated dedication, leadership
and innovation across a number of Australian naval
aviation capability development roles and has been a
key contributor in ensuring that navy's aviation
capability continues to be one of the most well trained
and operationally proficient in the world.
Now living in semi-retirement with his spouse Sharon,
CAPT Whittaker said he was surprised by the honour
but also delighted as it recognised the many wonderful
teams he has worked with over the years.
We extend our warmest congratulations to Al on this
well deserved award. ñ
Tracker DVD Now Available in Digitial Format

More details are available on the AIRCREW
reunion to be held over the weekend of Friday 23Sunday 25th October, 2020, at Albion Park, NSW.
This weekend coincides with the Fleet Air Arm
Association’s AGM which is to be held at the FAA
Museum on Saturday 24th October. All are
welcome to attend that, too.
The aircrew reunion details can be found on our
website here. It gives all current details and
includes a registration form to express your
interest in attending one or more of the scheduled
events. Please fill this in as the organisers really
do need to get an idea of numbers.
The easing of COVID-19 restrictions makes this
event far more likely now, so please register if
you are interested.
Filling out the form does not commit you at this
stage, so please help out by doing so. ñ

† REST IN PEACE †
Since the last edition of ‘FlyBy’ we have become
aware of the loss of Graham Stevens, Alan Clark,
Leon “Swampy” O’Donnell, Charlie Rex and John
Mead.
In the last couple of editions of ‘FlyBy’ we have
advertised the HARS DVD entitled “Launch Tracer
844”, which is the amazing story of the operational life
and subsequent restoration of 844.

You can read a little more of these sad events on our
Obituary pages here, and, if you are a member of the
Association, you can leave a comment there if you
wish.ñ
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When Naval Aviation Artist Jim Rae wanted to
paint a Gannet, he needed a bit of help. The
following email exchange occurred between him
and various people from the World Naval Ships
Forum. We know who Mike is, but not the others
- but the exchange is a fascinating insight into how
artists take an idea from sketch to canvas, and
then to the final magnificent product.
JIM: Mike, here's one for you I did a while back, not quite
right on the nose and u/c, but I like the pose so might do a
proper one.

this photo from my log book. Taken during Hermes Flight
Deck trials in July ’66.

JIM: I like the position, I think I'll tilt it to port a bit, drop the
hook and put Hermes ready to receive. Mike, would the
flaps do ok as is, or shall I drop them a bit. I vision about a
ship’s length from the round down.

MIKE: Oh Jim! Waves of nostalgia! And an H on the tail too!
Thank you so much. If you ever do redo it, please let me
know. Meanwhile, that's a smasher! PS Just remembered
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MIKE: Jim, the flaps look just fine for landing on. If my
ancient memory is right it was 2/3 for take off (as in the
photo) and full for landing on, as you have shown. Can't wait
to see it!
JIM: Here’s an early Work In Progress, Mike:

MIKE: OK Jim, I took 4 wire and 331 is struck down. Hermes
is secured from Flying Stations, flight deck clear for RAS
when you're ready. And thank you! I'm really enjoying this!
GOLLUM: Love the old Gannet ... Landed like a ballerina
.... very much a Lady.
JIM: Thank you both. I like your reference to the Ballerina,
or may be a Lady adjusting her skirts to step down from her
carriage. The Scimitar, on the other hand was like a ton of
coal down a coal hole! This is for an ex-Gannet driver friend
in Canada.
MIKE: Great angle to pick Jim, something different to the
norm for carrier pics. Looks good.

MIKE: Jim, I really like the look of the WIP. You will give me
a hook, won't you? The aircraft is just about exactly at the
point of calling "Four Greens". Vague stirring of memory
cells suggests the flaps should be fully down?
JIM: Here’s another WIP at the moment 1409 Sat 17/10 Won't let me post more than one, here it is so far. Time
1455. Can you remember if the plane Guard Chopper was
Whirlwind or Wessex ? Probably put a frigate and maybe
an RFA.

JIM: Mike, the pilot, posted the photo on another site. The
original is just leaving the catapult with the strop falling
away. I just tilted it to port a bit and dropped the hook. The
pilot has called Four greens and is about to go full flap.
Hermes has recovered her Sea Vixens and as soon as the
Gannet is on, will be RAS-ing with a tanker (still to do) 'Just
another day at the Office i'nit Lenny.

JIM: Finished. Fort Dunvegan, Tidereach and Minerva
added.

MIKE: I can confirm it was a Wessex. the last Whirlwind as
planeguard I can recall was in Centaur in '65. Watching it
grow with something approaching joy!
JIM: Thanks Mike, Wessex it will be. Open for suggestions
for a frigate and RFA , must fit the Mid to late 60s.
SCURS: Suggestions Jim, ships that operated with her RELIANT, OLNA, FORT DUNVEGAN, TIDEREACH.
Frigates AJAX, DIDO, GALATEA and MINERVA.
JIM: Thanks Scus, just the kind of info. I was after. I think it
will be Tidereach (before they put all that stuff on the back)
and a Leander perhaps Reliant farther off. All getting ready
to RAS as soon as Mike gets on!

MIKE: Jim, I really think that's the best yet - from my point
of view. Thank you!

By Ed: With thanks to Mike Cole-Hamilton, who tells
me he is the proud owner of the painting. Some things
are priceless. ñ
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Mystery Photo 58 shows a whole string of A4s being towed along a national Highway. Can you tell us where
and when? Click here to see a bigger photo and the link to submit your answer. ñ
Farewell to a Friend
There are many people who have
crossed the bar who do not have an
Obituary on our website, and we
wish to put that right where we can.
Rob Partington was one – a highly
respected aviator who, in both his
service and subsequent civilian
careers, always strived to help
people in their flying aspirations. It
was ultimately to cost him his life
when a home-built aircraft he was
flying for a friend lost control and
crashed on 20 December 2002.
Tracker fans might be interested to hear that 842, one of the original ‘E” models,
has recently been moved to safe storage with Air Affairs. When the Trackers were
retired it was bought by Keith Boundy, along with 845, and put out to pasture in a
paddock near Albatross. 845 was all but destroyed in a bushfire in December 2019 but
842 lived on, to prove it was the most enduring S2 in history! It dodged a bullet in
1976 by being in Bankstown on the night of the hanger fire, and then survived another
bushfire in 2017. It may not be much to look at, but it remains an important part of our
heritage and our thanks go to Keith and Air Affairs for their efforts in preserving it.

Rob’s Obituary can now be read
here, and serves to remind of us of
him as a colleague and mate. If you
are a member of the Association you
can leave comments there.
If you believe there is someone else
who should be represented in the
Obituary pages but is not, contact
the webmaster here. ñ
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What Happens to Your Widow When You Die?

Defence Service. Collating this information NOW and having it
on hand will greatly assist in any applications to DVA. (Note: A
Gold Card is not transferable. However if a widow is granted a
War Widows pension or is the widow of a TPI pensioner, she
will be entitled to her own Gold Card).
OTHER MATTERS TO CONSIDER FOR THE NEWLY
WIDOWED

Nobody relishes the idea of shuffling off this
mortal coil, but the brutal fact is that most of
FlyBy’s readers are over the age of three score
years and ten - and that, according to the Bible, is
the design limit of the human bod.
We are unique amongst the animal kingdom insofar as we are
aware of our mortality – i.e. we know we are going to die. It is
surprising then, how often we hear of those who we leave
behind struggling to do things that, with a little preparation
beforehand, could have been resolved easily.
The Defence Force Welfare Association (DFWA) has
recently circulated a simple guide on some of the things you
can do now, to save your partner grief and effort when your
time comes. We are pleased to reproduce them here.

Based on the experiences of the ACT DWSG the following are
just some of the issues the newly widowed may face. Your
partner will deal them with at a difficult time so any forward
planning will be appreciated. The information is neither
definitive nor applicable in all States but is intended as a guide.
Further details should be sought from your solicitor, your
advocate or the relevant Government Departments.
YOUR DFRB/DFRDB/MSBS BENEFIT Upon notification of
the death of a recipient of a DFRB/DFRDB benefit, Comsuper
will cease payment until the necessary forms, correctly filled
out, are submitted. Only then will the widow receive her
entitlements, paid into an account IN HER OWN NAME. These
entitlements generally are:
DFRB: A lump sum equal to seven weeks of the difference
between his (old) and her (new) pension, plus the
commencement of a fully CPI indexed pension (being five
eighths of the husbands old pension), paid fortnightly.

DFRDB: A lump sum equal to seven weeks of the difference
PERSONAL BANK ACCOUNTS Some banks freeze or
between his (old) and her (new) pension, plus the
regulate joint accounts on the death of a signatory. Your
commencement of a CPI indexed pension (being five eighths
spouse will need an account IN
of the husbands old pension if he
THEIR OWN NAME before they can
Simple
things
you
can
do
had not commuted his benefit when
receive pension benefits. It would
leaving the Service), paid fortnightly.
now that will save your
therefore be prudent for both you
and your partner now to each have
MSBS: These benefits are quite
partner grief and effort
at least one account in your own
different from DFRB / DFRDB and
when your time comes.
names.
are calculated on an individual basis
upon application.
WILLS, POWER OF ATTORNEY
and ENDURING POWER OF ATTORNEY Every adult over
CHILDREN If there are dependent children and/or full time
the age of eighteen should have a current Will and a Power of
students, additional benefits may be payable. Documents
Attorney. Kept in a secure place, the location of which is known
required will include copies of the Marriage Certificate and the
to your Partner and one Executor; the Will should be updated
Death Certificate (though a copy of a newspaper notification of
on a regular basis.
death may be accepted until the Death Certificate is available).
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS Each Partner should know the
other’s choice of funeral arrangements, have them written
down and preferably kept with the Wills.
BANK ACCOUNTS, CLUB AND ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIPS An up to date list of organizations of which you are a
member, along with the membership numbers, will be a help.
A list of regular accounts (eg, rates, home and content
insurances, vehicle insurance, health insurance, phone and
mobile providers, internet providers, water, gas and
electricity), how and when they are paid, and the approximate
dollar amounts will save your partner from uncertainty and
likely distress if he/she is not in the habit of handling such
accounts. Preferably, both partners should be equally familiar
with arrangements for paying household accounts.
VETERANS' ENTITLEMENTS Your widow may be entitled to
benefits from the Department of Veterans' Affairs (DVA), but
to apply she will need documentation and proof of your

BANKING As advised above, a widow will need an account IN
HER OWN NAME. Some bank loans may be written off if an
insurance fee was paid. A signature of the widow or executor
is needed to access bank security boxes.
THE HOUSE After a required period of time (usually 28 days)
a house in joint names may be transferred to the surviving
Joint owner upon application to the relevant Titles Office.
Documentation required may include copies of the Marriage
Certificate, Death Certificate and the Will, and Title documents.
Westpac or the National Australia Bank will need to be advised
regarding Defence Service Home Loans. The house and
contents insurance notices will need to be transferred to a
single name.
THE CAR The deceased’s car can be transferred to the
partner if she is the sole beneficiary of the Will. Ideally, the
family car should be registered in both names. The deceased's
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driving license may be eligible for a refund of the remaining
valid period. Copies of the car registration papers and the
widow’s driving license as well as the Marriage Certificate,
Death Certificate and Will may be required. Insurance
companies will need to be advised of any change of car
ownership.
TAX RETURNS A tax return will need to be lodged with the
Australian Taxation Office on behalf of the deceased’s estate.
Other related matters to note include possible Capital Gains
Tax for shares purchased after 1985 or other assets, stamp
duty and other fees.
CLUBS, MEMBERSHIPS, and SUBSCRIPTIONS All the
deceased memberships will need to be cancelled. Refunds
may be payable. Centrally kept records will help manage these
matters.
LEGACY The widow may be eligible for assistance from
Legacy due to her husband’s service in a War Zone,
operational service, or training for operations. Contact Legacy
for further details.
VETERANS' AFFAIRS ENTITLEMENTS If death was caused
by a Service-related injury (or the Serviceman was already in
receipt of a DVA pension) the widow may be entitled to a DVA
pension. Be aware of the possible entitlements prior to needing
them. Contact the DVA, RDFWA, Legacy, Vietnam Veterans'
Association of Australia, Vietnam Veterans' Federation of
Australia, or other agencies for further information. If there are
entitlements to any other compensation payments these need
to be submitted as soon as possible. Entitlements for
dependent children may also be payable.
PRIVATE HEALTH INSURANCE Benefits may be payable
from private health insurers. Future premiums may be
reduced, particularly if the family rate reduces to the single
rate.

PENSION ENTITLEMENTS If the total income of the widow is
below a certain amount, a Centrelink pension either full or part,
may be payable. Bridging finance prior to the start of the
Comsuper pension may be provided. Copies of the Marriage
Certificate, Will and Death Certificate will be needed.
POWER OF ATTORNEY and ENDURING POWER OF
ATTORNEY These vary from State to State / Territory. The
new widow may like to include details for her own funeral in
the new Will, bearing in mind that Power of Attorney ceases at
death and the executors of her Will have the authority to act. A
solicitor should be contacted to assist in the revision of the Will
of the surviving partner and the raising of a new Power of
Attorney / Enduring Power of Attorney.
CONTRACTS The current trend towards contracts for mobile
phones, Internet, security systems and the like can cause
problems and may have to be paid out in full. Some contracts
may need to be re-negotiated or transferred to the surviving
partner.
FINALLY It is advised that the newly widowed keep an
exercise book to record all business phone calls etc made after
her partner’s death. In the fog of grief, memory can be faulty
and a record of calls and decisions made will be very useful.
Relatives and friends may make decisions and arrangements
on her behalf and trying to remember all these will be difficult.
A copy of all correspondence and forms completed and kept
in an accordion file is an added bonus. ñ

With the easing of COVID restrictions comes news from John
Macartney of this year’s Vietnam Veterans Reunion, to be held in
Old Bar NSW over the period 16-18 August.
Events will include a ‘Meet & Greet’, lunch and reunion dinner on the
second day, and a Brunch, Vietnam Veterans’ Parade and Service
and farewell dinner on the last day.
Everyone is welcome, but especially those who served on the HFV
or 9 Squadron in Vietnam, their families and friends.
Full details including how to register for the event(s) can be found on
our website here. ñ
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Are You A DFRDB Superannuant?
If so, you’ll probably be aware of the long running campaign
to recognise that some 55,000 pension recipients were
unaware of the conditions relating to a long-standing
reduction in their payments.
After some 47 years and countless submissions to remedy
the injustice, the Minister finally announced an independent
Inquiry by the Commonwealth Ombudsman in 2019.
After receiving 3000 submissions from Veterans the
Ombudsman found no mal-administration by the DFRDB
Authority – but he did find the Department guilty of providing
false information and mal-administration.
An apology was issued but the Minister has advised there
will be no change to the current administration of the
Scheme.
The only avenue now open is to legally challenge the
Commonwealth, and this takes money.
It would be
expensive for one or two people, but sharing the cost
together we can make it achievable.
Please consider a PLEDGE in support of a Fighting Fund.
You can register your interest here.
Ken Stone. Independent Veterans Advocate
3 Lerra Street, Jerrabomberra 2619ñ

More About What Airlines Are Thinking…

The use of Ultra-Violet lighting to sanitise aircraft is
also being examined, as are high-performance
ventilation systems that can circulate air though highefficiency particulate air filters to remove viruses and
other microbes. Air would be sucked out vertically
from above each row to avoid cross-row
contamination.
These ideas, and others, are discussed in an Aviation
Week article here. It serves to illustrate not only the
innovative thinking that is going on, right now, to
encourage people back to airliner seats when the time
comes, but the desperation of airlines to do so. ñ

NSW AGM Coming Up in July
NSW Division is holding its AGM on Saturday 25 July
at the White Ensign Club adjacent to the FAA
Museum at Albatross. The meeting commences at
1030 and a light lunch will be provided afterwards. All
members are welcome and be assured that social
distancing will be in place.
All Office Bearers and Committee Members’ positions
will be ‘spilled’ and new members appointed. You are
therefore invited to nominate for any position.
You can also take this opportunity to ‘propose a
Motion’, which is your chance to directly input ideas
or thoughts into the process.
You can nominate or propose electronically, by filling
in a simple little form on our website here. Please
have your input in as early as possible, and no later
than July 10.ñ

New Navy Wings Books
Navy Wings, which supports
the restoration and flying of
RN historic flight aircraft, has
published three new books by
author Paul White, which may
be of interest to those with salt
water flowing in their veins.

Last month we ran a short article about the difficulties of
attracting passengers back to airline travel. Even when
COVID-19 infection rates are under control and Quarantines
are a thing of the past, will passengers be prepared to squash
themselves into a small, pressurised tube with hundreds of
other passengers – who may or may not be well?
It’s a question occupying the complete attention of many of the
world’s airlines, who are desperately seeking ways of
reassuring the public that travel is safe. To do so, they are
seeking some innovative ideas.
These include transparent partition walls, removable
partitions, single use seat covers from special anti-microbial
materials, and automated tray-table and footrest controls to
avoid multiple hand contacts.

The first is “Jacks Dits”, a
collection of stories from his
time in the RN, including
aboard HMS Tiger where he
came to know the Fleet Air
Arm (826 Squadron).
It
captures the messdeck stories, as told by the men and women
of the Navy, of the mishaps and accidents that occurred from
day to day, of runs ashore, unsavoury seaports, beer, wine
women and songs.
You can also buy “The Pussers Cookbook”, which captures
grey funnel line favourite (and perhaps not-so-favourite)
recipes of yesteryear. Such delicacies as Babies’ Heads, Plum
Duff, Cheese Ush, Cheesy-Hammy-Eggy and ‘Shit on a Raft’
can be found on its pages. The memories are free.
The third in the series is “The Andrew, Jack and Jenny”,
which is a collection of nicknames used in the Navy – of
people, places and equipment.
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Each of these books (or all of them) can be ordered from the
Navy Wings website for a nominal sum of £14.50 each plus
postage (which is reasonable). As an added bonus readers of
this newsletter get a 10% discount off the bill if they put
“NWFAAAA10” into the voucher box when ordering. See the
Navy Wings website here. ñ

Time To Get a Wall-of-Service Plaque

STOP PRESS!!
Also brand new on the Navy Wings website is the
book ‘Sea Fury FB MkII Promotional Brochure,
Limited Edition’. The blurb states:
“One tends to think of promotional brochures as
being associated with a new car or perhaps a new
kitchen rather that (what it) was – a state of the art
warplane. However we have obtained a rare
original Hawker Aircraft Ltd brochure extolling the
capabilities of the Sea Fury from which we have
created a special edition. It gives details of the
specifications, variants, usage and performance of
this remarkable aircraft as it was promoted to the
public and military customers across the globe in
the 1950’s. If you are a fan of the Sea Fury this is
an essential addition to your collection. Twenty very
special copies are also available with the signature
of Brian Ellis who, while flying a Sea Fury FBII,
shot down a MIG15 jet during the Korean War. Size
A4, Soft Cover, Silver Foiling on Cover.”
This collector’s item is selling for just £12.50 plus
postage. You can order it here. ñ

Order No. 45, which contained 14 names, is still at the Foundry
being manufactured but the plaques are expected back in the
next couple of weeks. Our hard working administrator, John
Balazic, will then fix them to the Wall and notify those involved.
Currently we have no names for the next Order, number 46,
so here is your chance to get your foot in the door.
The Fleet Air Arm Wall of Service is a unique facility which
records the names of members who have served (or are still
serving) in or with the Royal Australian Navy Fleet Air Arm.
This is achieved by means of bronze plaques affixed to a
custom-built wall situated adjacent to the FAA Museum in
Nowra, NSW. It is not a memorial wall – rather, it records the
names of people who have served and/or continue to serve
their country in (or attached to) the RAN Fleet Air Arm.
You can order a plaque by filling out a little form on line, or
printing a hard copy and sending it in. The website has full
instructions and details, and you can see them here. ñ

I

ROQUOIS

We are preparing a website
article on the legendary ‘Huey
UH1-B’ and are looking for
stories from maintainers and
aircrew about their experiences
Can you help? What was it like to
work on, to fly, to operate at sea?
What stories do you remember
about your time with this aircraft,
and who were the people who
worked and flew with you?
Please help us capture the full
story of this part of the FAA’s
history. Send your thoughts to the
webmaster here.
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STOP PRESS (AGAIN!)

Looking for GRAHAM HAWKINS

The Historic Flight
Aircraft
Restoration
Society at Albion Park
Rail is now open again
every day from 0930 to
1530, with special safety
arrangements in place
to protect both visitors
and staff. This includes Café Connie, where you
can continue to get delicious coffee and small
eats.

We have just received an email from Darryl Hill, an
ex-RAAF pilot who is writing a book about a notable
accident in January 1982.

So, if you are in the locality why not take an hour or two
to visit this iconic facility? Every tour is different and
filled with fascinating facts about the aircraft on the
hangar floor and projects underway. ñ

Darryl is seeking the
whereabouts of Graham
Hawkins, one time Tracker
maintainer and subsequently
S2 pilot who graduated from
108 pilots’ course with him in
May 1980. He thinks that after
his service Graham was
involved with Jindivik Ops, and may now be settled in
the Shoalhaven area.
If anyone knows where Graham is, could they either let
us know, or contact him with our details. You can email
us here, or ring/SMS our Editor on 0413 250 969. ñ
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