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After such an exhausting RIMPAC it was time for some relaxation
in Hawaii.

One afternoon | returned to the ship with three of my ‘stepping
mates’, LS Goodsir, AB Joyce and AB Hazelton - we needed a
shower and change clothes for the night session ashore. | had
already ‘had a couple’, but was by no means ‘socially confused’, so |
thought it would be a good time for Wolfman to step ashore.

I told my mates my plan. As | was Leading Hand of the mess |
had to make out the short leave cards, | had a couple of blank spares
and decided that Wolfman should also have a short leave card so he
could leave the ship in a proper manner.

In the relevant boxes | filled the card out for Wolfman.
Name - WOLFMAN

Initials - GRRRR

Part of Ship — THE BLACKEST

Special sea duty - SCARING PEOPLE

Mess — WHAT A MESS!

Official Number — The mathematical symbol for infinity =

| had hired a Dodge Dart vehicle for the length of our stay in
Hawaii and | had it parked adjacent to the forward brow. | asked
Norm Goodsir to go and start the car and then get into the passenger
side. ‘Dingo’ Joyce agreed to put my proper short leave card on the
short leave card box while the gangway staff were occupying their
thoughts with Wolfman, and Steve Hazelton followed from behind.

From my mess (4 Charlie Starboard) | went up into the Supply
mess on 3 deck and then aft out to the gangway - laughter following
all the way. There was also laughter from the Officer and Duty
Leading Hand on the gangway as Wolfman went growling and
howling his way over the brow and into the waiting car. As | was
driving off | waved to the ship, and noticed WOCOXN Tim Collins
(a man | respect) standing on the flight deck with a less than amused
look on his face.

At about 0400 | returned to the ship to pick up some belongings
and at the brow | spoke with LS Tooke (Duty Leading Hand) and |
said, *I believe the Wolfman stepped tonight®. To which he replied,
“Yeah - funny as all .... it was! His card is still in the box". He pulled
out the 'W' cards, and sure enough Wolfman’s card was there.

When | returned later, | picked up my own card and didn't say
anything about Wolfman - his card would be taken to the Coxswain's
office along with those of others who didn't make it back on time.

This brazen act had really offended the ship's Regulating
Department and shortly after departure from Hawaii, | was piped to
the Coxswains' office. WOCOXN Collins questioned me about my
knowledge of the Wolfman as he had heard rumours about me being
connected. | assured him | wasnt Wolfman and | didn't know who
was, but | thought that the whole thing was funny and kept the ship on
its toes.

As you could imagine he wasn't impressed with my remarks and
he then asked me, "Leader. Didn't you have a beard before we came
to Hawaii?* | confirmed that this was so. He then asked me as to
whether or not | had put in a ‘request to shave off’ {you must have
official approval to grow a beard and also to shave it off). I replied that
| hadn't - | didn't have the heart to tell him that | didn't put one in the
first place as | has grown it whilst on leave and during Cyclone Tracy
in Darwin.

As a consequence of not following this procedure, | was told that |
would cease shaving immediately. Because of this directive, the
growth of beard would not be of acceptable appearance by the time
we arrived in Fiji and therefore my leave was not good for that port.

During the trip back to Australia the Wolfman made no further

appearances (he must have still been enjoying himself in Hawaii -
after all, his card wasn't picked up).

Slipstream

_—

However, what did happen, was that ‘Wolfman Patrols’ were
instituted. The Officer and Leading Hand who were on duty and had
failed to apprehend the Wolfman when he stepped ashore in Hawaii
led them. | believe, (this is not necessarily fact as | was not a
member of the patrol} that they had to sign a ‘Wolfman Rounds Book’
relating to their findings each night. On two occasions (that | know of)
a Leading Coxswain came to my bunk at night to ensure | was in bed
and not out ‘howling around’.

Prior to arrival in Sydney the fixed wing elements of the Carrier
Air Group - the Skyhawks and Trackers, flew off and made their way
back to HMAS Albatross leaving just the six remaining Wessex
helicopters to fly off while the ship was alongside.

Before | went up to the flight deck to witness the flypast | had
stuck a poster sized painting of the Wolfman on the bulkhead
alongside my bunk. A very talented and witty member of our Wessex
flight deck crew, PO ‘AJ' McCarthy had painted it and it bore a
marked resemblance to the Wolfman. | wrote on it, ‘The Wolfman
says farewell to the Coxswain’ and | signed it, 'W. Olfman’

As well as the aircrew, several maintainers were given the
privilege of flying back to Nowra in the choppers instead of the three-
hour ride back in a Pusser's bus. One of these maintainers was PO
Tim Wade, who asked if he could borrow the Wolfman mask and, as
the chopper was leaving he would lean out of the back and wave to
the bridge. | was all for it (naturally) and so was the pilot, LT Barry
Costa - all was arranged and | would be on the flight deck taking
photos of the event.

It was time. The six Wessex were started up, rotors engaged and
they lifted off and as they flew past the bridge the Wolfman leaned out
of the back and waved to the ship. | was standing alongside the FDO
{flight deck officer) - LCDR Bob Salmon, taking photos and he said to
me, "That man (referring to the Wolfman) is in a heap of trouble”.

All of a sudden the Wolfman helicopter was recalled and PO
Wade was escorted away by the coxswains. It took off again and was
recalled for a second time so that the mask could be retrieved.

It is fact that the Wessex helicopter with the Wolfman inside was
819 and it had a Part 2 entry in its TA 100 clearing it for one flight only
back to Nowra because of a serious oil leak. No regard was given o
the safety of this aircraft or its crew - it was recalled twice- just to get
the Wolfman.

| then decided that it might be prudent to return to my mess deck
and remove the painting - not wanting to infuriate the coxswains any
further. In the mess | was speaking with our squadron Regulating
Chief, CPO Alec ‘Boxhead’ Stevens, when the pipe was made -
‘Leading Seaman Laockett - Coxswains Office’. What the Reg. Chief
said to say to the coxswains was very colourful and explicit to say the
least and fully echoed my sentiments.

POATA Wade had convinced the coxswains that he was not the
Wolfman and of course | was now their target. In the coxswains’ office
| was accompanied by one of the squadron officers whilst | was
questioned by WOCOX Collins. He told me that 817 Squadron
couldn't disembark until | had signed a statement stating that | was
Wolfman.

We had been away for over two months - there were wives,
families and girlfriends waiting on the wharf but the Wessex
maintainers were not allowed off to be with their loved ones. My
brother-in-law had driven down from Newcastle to welcome me home
- later he was allowed on board but | wasn't allowed off. There were
also buses full of sailors waiting to depart for Nowra being held up
until | signed a statement.

In my frustration 1 told him | would sign a statement and would be
‘Batman’ too if he wanted. My comments weren't appreciated but the
WO said he would inform the XO that | was signing a statement and

(Continued on page 24)
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