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   FOREWORD 

 
 
 
 
 
  Like my illustrious predecessors who have contributed to ‘Slipstream’ I must say it is a pleasure to be 
invited to share my views regarding the Fleet Air Arm (FAA) and, most importantly, say upfront that it is 
great to see that the spirit of the FAA is alive and well.  
 
 
I have come to the position of Fleet Commander with a full understanding of everything that has happen 
in the FAA over the last two years.  But I am more interested in what is happening in the future and 
would like to share my view of where I see the FAA going. 
 
 
Navy will soon return to small carrier operations, which is an indication of the exciting period upon which 
we are about to embark. This true multi spot capability in the LHD, combined with the MRH 90 acquisi-
tion is the first step in a massive period of capital acquisition. These acquisitions need to be progressed 
with one clear objective – rationalisation. Our current structure, operating four aircraft types, provides 
significant overheads.  The future Naval Aviation vision has us operating one training helicopter type and 
one operational type, possibly with the addition of a UAV capability down track. Importantly these types 
will be embedded in an organisation where command and airworthiness structures compliment each oth-
er, aligning accountability, responsibility and authority.  The only issue is when this rationalisation starts. 
 
 
Naval aviation has had a rough time recently; however there is a bright future ahead. As the Fleet Com-
mander I need flights at sea on all surface combatants, capable in all warfare disciplines and combat 
support roles. Naval Aviation remains an integral component of the Fleet. Resourced and structured ap-
propriately, Naval Aviation is critical enabler for Navy to meet the requirements of government.  
 
 
                                         Fly safe. 
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Commander Australian Fleet 
 
 
Rear Admiral Nigel Stephen Coates, AM, RAN 
 

   Rear Admiral Coates jointed the Royal Australian Navy in 1975, graduating from initial training with the 
Queen's Gold Medal as the dux of his graduating year. Bridge Watchkeeping training was carried out in various 
ships, culminating in the award of the Jubilee Sword as dux of Seamen Officers training. 
 

 After a period as aide-de-camp to His Excellency the Governor General of Australia, he trained as an Air 
Intercept Controller and subsequently as a Principal Warfare Officer. He served in HMA Ships HOBART, ADE-
LAIDE and BRISBANE before joining to the Navy's Maritime Headquarters, receiving Maritime Commander's Com-
mendation for his contribution to preparing ships for the 1991 Gulf War. 

 
   As Executive Officer, HMAS DARWIN, he saw service in the Red Sea before promotion to Commander fol-
lowed in 1993. He served as the Senior Military instructor, and subsequently Commanding Officer, of the Corps of 
Officer Cadets at the Australian Defence Force Academy, Canberra, receiving a Chief of the Defence Force Com-
mendation for his work there. 
 
   In 1996 Commander Coates assumed command of HMAS CANBERRA, winning the Gloucester Cup in 1997 
as the most efficient ship in the Royal Australian Navy. From HMAS CANBERRA, Commander Coates spent 18 
months as Commander, Sea Training at Maritime Headquarters, followed by another 18 months at the US Naval 
War College and Salve Regina University, graduating with a MA (International Relations). 
 
  Assuming Command of HMAS ANZAC in 2001, Captain Coates took the ship on operational deployment to the 
Arabian Gulf. The ship was awarded the Gloucester Cup as the most efficient ship in the RAN for 2001, and Cap-
tain Coates was appointed a member of the Order of Australia for his service in HMAS ANZAC. 
 
  Captain Coates was appointed Chief of Staff to the Chief of the Defence Force mid-2002, was promoted to 
Commodore and appointed Chief of Staff, Headquarters Australian Theatre in December 2003, and subsequently 
the Director General Navy Personnel and Training in August 2005. Commodore Coates was promoted to Rear Ad-
miral and appointed as the Fleet Commander in July 2007. 

Front Cover :    Commodore Barrett, Able Seaman Stores 
Robert Swift , Captain Morrison, Commodore Dadswell (Ret) , 
Rear Admiral Ralph (Ret) . 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE : NOVEMBER 30TH 
     This is the Xmas edition so early is good . 
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I immediately sent him an email and he answered soon 
after.    Since then we have been in constant communica-
tion. 
  As my wife and I were already planning a visit to Cana-
da and Alaska this year we extended our trip and spent 4 
days with Leo and his wife in Atlanta, Georgia.    I had 
heard the expression "southern hospitality" but had never 
experienced it until then.   Even including a limousine to 
collect us from the Airport.   We were dined, wined, and 
dined some more, taken on trips of the city, visited Leo's old 
work place.....he had retired in 2004, and an inspection of 
CNN News Headquarters, which was most interest-
ing.    After our time together was over it was a rather sad 
farewell at the airport, and once more we agreed to keep in 
touch......much easier with the internet.    They poured us 
onto the plane and my wife and I slept all the way to Bos-
ton. 
  I am now working on Leo to convince him that they 
should pay us a visit "down under"........but I am not sure 
how we would match the hospitality. 
While we were there we caught up with two other Ameri-
cans whom we had served with, namely Cliff Reed, one of 
the civilian sheet metal workers and Terry Maheuron (a T.I. 
who replaced Leo on his return to the U.S.).   This involved 
flying from one end of America to the other but it was worth 
it.     It was great to catch up with them all after all of this 
time and we enjoyed lots of laughs together.   
 Footnote  :  
   The last part of our holiday was spent on a 60,000 
tonne cruise liner sailing up the Alaskan coast.    As we en-
joyed the opulence of shipboard life I could not help but 
think of the similarities to a past life.     The swimming pool, 
tennis courts, bars and casinos, food, staterooms to name a 
few, right down to the chocolates which were left on our 
pillows every evening when the steward came in to turn 
down our bed.   

 
Bearcat was East of Saigon and the home for many military 
units.                      
                         Bill Barlow 

  I decided to resort to emailing this article for considera-
tion for entry into Slipstream. 
 
  Whilst serving with the Third Contingent of the RAN 
Helicopter Flight (1969-70) we were stationed at Camp Mar-
tin Cox, or more commonly called Bearcat. Bearcat was one 
of the larger bases situated about 30kms north east of Sai-
gon and was home to a number of American Units as well 
as the Thai Army Headquarters.   We were assigned to, and 
became an integral part of, the 135th Assault Helicopter 
Company which consisted of American Army personnel, two 
civilian sheet metal workers, and 47 Australians.   That was 
pilots, ground crew and supporting staff.    I, along with 
Graeme Price, Dick Markwell and Barry Grainger, was as-
signed to the Technical Inspectors (T.I.) section of the 
maintenance area.   It was our responsibility to check the 
aircraft prior to maintenance, as well as inspecting after any 
maintenance or repair had been carried out to ensure that 
all tasks had been performed correctly and all paper work 
had been completed.    We were also required, on occa-
sions, to fly to downed aircraft positions to ascertain wheth-
er it was safe enough to fly the damaged chopper out, carry 
out emergency repairs in the field or have them ferried back 
to base via Chinook.    
  In addition to the four of us we had a black American 
(T.I.) by the name of Leodis Youngblood.    Leo was a big 
man.   With a bigger heart, a broad smile, and a very south-
ern accent.    Over the course of the year we became quite 
close.    We had many in depth discussions on all types of 
topics, from growing up in Americas south, to family, and life 
after the Services.   He was married and had his wife and 
small son back home.   When it was time for Leo to leave 
we exchanged addresses and said we would keep in touch. 
After arriving home I thought about Leo from time to time, 
wondering where he was in the world, and continually think-
ing that I would write to him soon.    It was number of years 
before I finally got around to putting pen to paper (before 
computers took over) and the letter was returned address 
unknown.    Over the last thirty eight years I have tried vari-
ous methods to track him down. 
  I joined the 214th Aviation Battalion website, (this was 
the Battalion to which we were assigned), and they tried 
unsuccessfully to locate him.   I even went to www. white 
pages in the U. S. and found that there were too many L 
Youngblood's to telephone....especially as I did not know in 
which state he had settled.    I was speaking to my daughter 
one day while she was visiting and I relayed my dilemma 
and she suggested that I try a "Google" search, and again 
we came up with a Youngblood who had retired in 
2004.    Then late last year I was reading the "guests feed-
back" on the 135th website and who should send in a note 
but Leo.   I could not believe it when I read his name.      
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two other members of the original 14th CAG now living in 
NSW. Gordon Cansdale of Kenthurst and the writer of this 
story, Roy Allman of Bomaderry. 

 
 Old memories 
           
  In July 1947 during exercises in Port Phillip Bay be-
tween aircraft from HMS Theseus and HMS Glory, a mid air 
collision occurred shortly after launch whilst they were 
manoeuvring into formation. The two aircraft ‘locked togeth-
er’ plunged into the bay. Only one of the crew of four, that of 
Lt.Cdr Nat Hearle RN was recovered.  
 About  seven years ago a badly corroded Rolls Royce 
griffin 12 engine arrived at the Fleet Air Arm Museum at 
Nowra, with the notation that it had been ‘netted’ by fisher-
men, taken to RAAF Point Cook  for identification , and that 
from serial numbers submitted to the manufacturers—by 
whom and whether to Fairy Aviation Co. or to Rolls Royce, 
was not clearly stated. It was said to have been fitted to 
Firefly FR1—PP589 or Firefly FR1—TW 677 of 812 Naval 
Air Squadron, at that time forming part of the 14th CAG. 
 This story was featured in Slipstream Volume 11 No 1 of 
January 2000. 
 Over recent months a diving team from Frankston Victoria 
headed by Mr Paul Roadknight and commercial diver Mr 
Stephen Boneham have been busily engaged carrying out 
surveys and have located the actual wreckage of the two 
aircraft and the remains of the three missing crewmen. 
They have taken photographs, and, are quite definite that 
there are two engine units clearly identified in the wreckage. 
So! Where does that leave the one held by the Fleet Air 
Arm Museum?  To the best of my knowledge and records, 
no other Firefly from either Theseus or Glory was lost over-
board in that area—although a Supermarine Seafire from 
Glory did in fact, during the same exercise crash on deck 
killing AM(E) T Sadler. He was buried at Frankston, Lt.Cdr 
Hearle was returned to HMS Theseus and buried at sea as 
the ship sailed for Sydney. 
 On the 20th July last, sixty years to the day, a Dedication 
Service was held over the site of the wrecks and a Memori-
al Plaque was lowered onto  them and affixed there. In ad-
dition to the detailed research carried out by the divers, Bill 
Grice of Normanton, Yorkshire, England who was an AM(E) 
on 812 Squadron  has been busily cooperating with the 
team and supplying information and details to assist in the 
search. Bill has also over the years established  contact 
with  many of the original CAG members still out and about. 
Details of these and many other interesting facts about the 
CAG and the actual  PATHE Newsreel of the 1947 flying 
exercise in Port Phillip Bay can be viewed on his website 
( www.hmstheseus.co.uk ). 
 Bill reckons he had the trip of a lifetime when, for his 80th 
birthday , accompanied by his grand daughter he was able 
to be present at the Memorial Service held at the site of the 
wrecks. He was also able to renew his acquaintance with  

Pensacola Pilots 
 
 There can’t be too many of us left, but an article on page 
35 of No 2 Slipstream took my attention.  Re Lt Morris 
Jones who it seems must have got his FAA and US Navy 
wings at Pensacola at about the same time as myself in 
1944. He obviously went on to convert to Corsairs at Jack-
sonville Fla., whilst I did my conversion on TBF Avengers at 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 
 Whilst at Fort Lauderdale we would carry out a group nav-
igation exercise which touched Bimini Atoll in the Bahamas, 
then north to Bermuda and back to F.L. 
The point of this story is that over a year later in Dec 45, 
five Avengers of the USN went completely missing (never 
found to this day) along with a flying boat sent out to find 
them. The Avengers were carrying out the same navex as 
we did. Believe it or not , but this disaster was the very first 
sole reason for naming the triangular route “The Bermuda 
Triangle”!!  
For more details on this refer to Charles Berliz’s book of 
that name. 
 I wonder if there are any more of your readers who were 
Pensacola pilots.      
                                                 Ron Sunderland 
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All the old fella’s in Caloundra 
 
It occurred to me that I have never made it to a reunion with 
the old fella’s, but I do reunite once in awhile with some of 
them. So here is a  picture taken recently in Queensland 
with some of the them 

 
  From left to right :  Fred (Nobby) Clark,  John (Hank)  
Matheson, Lindsay (BIG MAC) MacDonald, Peter (Buncha) 
Keys, and me John (Ichabod) Purcell...so sometime when 
you’re scratching your' bum wondering how to fill a space - 
ha! Ha!  
(the picture was taken in the Mediterranean restaurant 
Caloundra in 2006 about July I think). 
 
                   John Purcel 

The graduating class were, L to R, W.E. Bill Callan, Ken 
Douglas, Frank Hillier, self, John F Nestor, standing Bob 
Simmonds and Toz Dadswell. On the wing of the Firefly, the 
CO Tony Robinson subs for the SE rating by tidying up his 
own parachute. 
   During the night of the 25th, the auxiliary 45 gallon drop 
tank on A/c 968, which is visible behind Bob's shoulder, 
mysteriously fell off, and the CO decided to transfer to my 
serviceable A/c, 966, strip the other corresponding tank 
from 968 and assign that A/c to me evidently because I  
was the most junior.  

 My instructions were to report my fuel state re-
maining on reaching the Victorian coast, when the CO 
would decide if I were to be directed to East Sale AFB for 
the night and return to Nowra on Saturday, the next day.   

As the ammunition bays were fully stocked with 
crayfish and cascade for a Friday night bash at Nowra, I 
was determined to get through and arrived back at Alba-
tross with 90 gallons enough for another 90 minutes flying. 
The most junior instructor, Tony Lister, the Sea Fury spe-
cialist, taking the example from the CO, decided to give his 
assigned Firefly to Bill Callan and pinch his more sporty 
Fury. Bill had an exciting trip which he might  
tell us about perhaps. 
                                                       John Nestor 
                                                       Rochefort  

              FRANCE 
John,  
The chief’s name was ‘Heaven’, Ted to those who 

were game enough to get within his vocal range and the 
‘thin striper’ AEO was probably Coker-Godson. 

                       Ed 

 
The Editor,   
  Jim Davidson, one of your members, has today sent 
me a copy of two photographs which have appeared in 
your latest edition of Slipstream regarding Fireflies. 
 
  I would like to express my delight at seeing that photo of 
me appear again after 51 years; the actual date was 25 
Oct 1956 and not 1976  as reported. 
  At the end of our OFS1, ( Operational Flying School 
course) the instructors and pupils proceeded on a 'jolly' to 
the old Hobart airfield, Cambridge, to assist with the en-
tertainment at the Royal Agricultural Show by staging 
flypasts on the 24th & 25th., and to return to Nowra on 
the 26th Oct. 
   The photos were taken for the Hobart Mercury, and I 
can still identify all the participants except the AEO, a 
serious conscientious chap I recall, so if some one could 
help me there I'd appreciate it. His chief’s name was  
Heaven, if I remember correctly. 
    

 A ‘Foxes Paw’ on the part of the Editor : 
 
 "On page 17 of the last edition (Vol 18, No.2, 2007) the 
item on the Museum included the statement: "The Sopwith 
engineered and constructed by John Goble and George 
Beasley...".  
 We would like to list the names of all the other people who 
worked as part of the team at various stages of the 3½ year 
project. Many of the names will be recognised by readers.  
 
 Peter Beasley         Mike Crisp          
   John Edward                Terry Croft      
   Ken Greenaway           Charles Grose    
   Bob Ladd                     John Marsh 
   George Parker             Bob Studdert       
   Mavis Studdert            John Roland 

        Thanks to ‘Happy’ Clark’ for his info on the Firefly 
crash in Port Phillip, I used Roy’s article instead as he was 
actually there.                             Ed 
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 REUNION NEWS 
 

  Trusted organizers , “Spanner Wankers’ Reunion” ,  
today  27th July 2007 at the  Bridge Hotel , seriously con-
templating and doing the pre-post layouts for the reunion 
next year. Note the lack of beer containers that would only 
fog their thoughts if they partook of them.  
George "Simonize wax'' ,  Keith ( Bags ) Baker,  Jim Eagles, 
Pete Penny, &  Don Parkinson ( PAKRAT)  
 
 They are serious so all you engineering people please 
start to give some thoughts to your attendance. In the very 
near future they will have some positive facts and figures for 
perusal and action.  

mention it to any ‘ex birdies’ that you run into that may not 
be members ( at the same time ask they why and get them 
a form from your State secretary). 
 The ‘Mini Reunions’ for branches will be organised by the 
following personnel , contact with them early would be ap-
preciated as they have to make  quite a lot of arrangements 
and numbers are one of the main concerns. 
 
Aircraft handlers  - Alec Stevens  02 44214104      
  panda3@ozemail.com.au 
Safety Equipment  - Phil Robinson—02 44485157  
 philrob@shoal.net.au 
Photographers   - Ron Batchelor—44212198  
  ronbatch@shoalhaven.net.au 
Airframes / Engines - Don Parkinson— 02 44218695 
jandon39@hotmail.com 
Radio / Electrical -  
Armourers -  
 
 The itinerary for the reunion will be laid out in the next 
edition of Slipstream, it was hoped to have it ready for this 
issue but there is still some co-ordination with Navy before it 
can be published. A complete listing will be available at the 
AGM in October for all the State delegates so they will be 
able to enlighten anyone who needs to know exactly the 
dates and times of events . It will be put on the website as 
soon as it is finalised so that avenue will also get you an 
early copy. 

  Official Dates and times of the 2008 Fleet Air 
Arm Reunion in conjunction with the 60th Birthday 
of ‘ALBATROSS’ 
 
  Because of the size of the combined event  the dates 
have had to be amended slightly from those originally pro-
posed. 
The registrations will now be held starting AM on Wednes-
day the 22nd of October 2008. This will take place at the 
White Ensign Club (airfield side of the Museum) . All events 
will start from then and continue until the completion of the 
‘Flying Display’ on Sunday 26th.  
 Those travelling from interstate and require accommoda-
tion should be aware that a lot of available space is already 
booked and it would be advisable to think about booking 
soon. This will be a big event and space in motels and ho-
tels will be at a premium-last in may  be like old times, ‘a 
tent at the Showground’. 
 Registration forms for the event will be included in the 
Xmas edition of Slipstream and also will be available on our 
web site. Notification of the reunion will be in as many mag-
azines and papers that we can find but make sure you  

ATA’s  Reunion 
  
 This will coincide with an unprecedented airshow never 
before seen in Australia, with all types of aircraft from all 
over the world being organised by the Fleet Air Arm Muse-
um. 
 As times go by we lose more and more of our ex ship-
mates. There will be a gathering / reunion of ATA’s ( the 
backbone of the FAA for many years) to be held at the Bo-
maderry RSL Club on the evening of Friday the 24th Octo-
ber 2008. 
 Over the years there have not been too many ATA reun-
ions, yet we outnumber all other branches combined. Take 
this opportunity to say ‘hello’ and ‘goodbye’ to old friends on 
this occasion as you may not get another chance. 
 We are seeking expressions of interest from all who may 
attend, at this stage purely for logistical reasons. If you be-
long to another technical air branch you are also welcome 
as we all worked closely together over the years. 
 Make it an old and young reunion, upper deck, lower deck 
and in between. Hopefully this will be the reunion of reun-
ions, it will be my first so all start polishing your shoes ready 
for the occasion. A fair distance off it may be but time is 
shrinking for everyone so reply early . 
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  ATTN   ALL   RANHFV   MEMBERS  
  
   All RANHFV personnel are invited to participate in the 
2008 Brisbane Anzac Day Parade, marching under our own 
banner. The Anzac day Parade  Committee need to know 
possible numbers involved etc. by their next meeting, so if 
you are interested please let me know ASAP. I can be con-
tacted either by mail at :  
Adrian Whiteman 
68 Granby Street 
Upper Mount Gravatt 
Qld     4122 
or by phone on    07  33494020 
 
 An after march function will be held with the Queensland 
Division of the Fleet Air Arm Association at the Spring Hill 
Hotel. 

ATA’s cont. 
  
 Please contact either of the two members listed below so they 
can start generating the lists. 
Don Parkinson :  jandon39@hotmail.com 
Keith Baker :       baker0410@yahoo.com 
 
 Remember you will miss out on a marvelous evening if you 
don’t get there so register now. 
                     Keith Baker( Rtd ) 

 A man had just settled into his seat next to the window on 
the plane when another man sat down in the aisle seat and 
put his black Labrador retriever in the middle seat next to 
the man. The first man looks very quizzically at the dog and 
asks why the dog is allowed on the plane. The second man 
explained that he is a DEA agent and the dog is a "sniffing 
dog". His name is Sniffer and he's the best there is. I'll show 
you once we get airborne, when I put him to work."  
 
The plane takes off, and once it has levelled out, the agent 
says "Watch this.  He tells Sniffer to "search". Sniffer jumps 
down, walks along the aisle, and finally sits very purposeful-
ly next to a woman for a several seconds. Sniffer then re-
turns to its seat and puts one paw on the agent's arm. The 
agent says, "Good boy", and he turns to the man and says: 
That woman is in possession of marijuana, so I 'm making a 
note of her seat number and the authorities will apprehend 
her when we land."  
"Say, that's pretty neat" replies the first man. 
Once again, the agent sends Sniffer to search the aisles. 
The Lab sniffs about, sits down beside a man for a few sec-
onds, returns to its seat, and this time, he places TWO 
paws on the agent's arm. The agent says, "That man is 
carrying cocaine, so again, I m making a note of his seat 
number for the police."  
"I like it!" says his seat mate. 
The agent then told Sniffer to "search" again. Sniffer walked 
up and down the aisles for a little while, sat down for a mo-
ment, and then came racing back to the agent, jumped into 
the middle seat and proceeded to poop all over the 
place.  The first man is really grossed out by this behaviour 
and can't figure out how or why a well-trained dog would act 
like that, so he asks the agent,    
"What's going on?" 
The agent nervously replied,......... 
                                 
     "He just found a bomb!" 

 
SAFETY EQUIPMENT  & PHOTOGRAPHER  
             SAILORS 
 
 The nominal lists for our group reunion are currently be-
ing prepared as this goes to press. We need you to get in 
touch with ‘Robbie’ or Ron so that we can finalise details.  
 Numbers are very important, too little ordered in the way 
of ‘nibblies’ because you didn’t tell us you were coming 
may just mean that ‘Beeza’ eats what may have been 
yours. This will cause angst and we don’t need that similar-
ly we don’t need to get that much tucker that the ‘Nowra 
Natives’ have to take it home in doggie bags. ‘Pedro’ has 
too far to convey it back to SA so that’s not an option ei-
ther. 
 
 Our venue has been selected but once again may have 
to be moved if the numbers won’t fit. 
 
 On a lighter note, if you have the contacts for any of our 
wayward members and don’t want to contact them yourself 
let the organisers know and they will certainly chase them 
up . This will be a big show and undoubtedly the last for 
some of us so roll up and meet and greet those souls from 
years gone by. Even bring ‘Mum’ and make the whole affair 
a social outing instead of a ‘booze up’. 
 
 Accommodation is already becoming tight in Nowra and 
we are 12months off, if you need to get some get in soon 
otherwise you may find yourself sleeping with the penguins 
on Bowen Island  - a few establishments are already com-
pletely booked.—be warned. 
 
Contact details are on the previous page. 

 
   There were three Indian squaws. One slept on a deer 
skin, one slept on an elk skin, and the third slept on a hippo-
potamus skin.    All three became pregnant, and the first 
two each had a baby boy. The one who slept on the hippo-
potamus skin had twin boys. This goes to prove that the 
squaw of the hippopotamus is equal to the sons of the 
squaws of the other two hides.  



                                   

9 

Slipstream 

BATTLESHIP TURPITZ  — OPERATION  TUNGSTEN 
 
 Some time ago I was sent an article relating to this WW2 
Operation by David Brown and because of the size of it, it 
needed to be condensed to include it . I contacted the au-
thor and told him I needed to condense it and he was happy 
with that as long as the revised copy was approved by him-
self  and or Capt Gledhill. I have had a few goes at this task 
and each time I seemed to lose the plot  or else it was still 
too large so I was very surprised to read in The NZFAA 
Newsletter recently just  the article I needed to cover it. 
                               Ed. 
 The NAVY Vol. 68 No 3 of July—Sept 2006 carried an 
article “The X– FACTOR “ on the courageous attack by 
midget submarines on the German battleship TIRPITZ of 
52,600 tons , in September 1943. The ship was lying in 
KAA fjord off ALTEN fjord in the far South of Norway. 
 Unfortunately the attack did not put the battleship out of 
action for many months . Bt March 1944 sufficient repairs 
had been effected to bring it up to an operational state 
again and the Admiralty became aware that it was about to 
start sea trials. 
 TIRPITZ was once more a threat to Russian convoys and 
could create havoc among ships in the D-day build up of 
troops and materials. Accordingly , a major fleet operation 
was planned and rehearsed. 
 Ships involved were 2 battleships, Duke of York ,( C-in-C) 
and ANSON, 2 Fleet carriers, VICTORIOUS and FURIOUS, 
4 escort carriers, 4 cruisers, 16 destroyers and replenish-
ment ships. The C-in-C Admiral , Sir Bruce Fraser with es-
corts had an independent role, whilst ships of the strike 
force were under the command of Vice-Admiral Sir Henry 
Moore (VA2). Russian convoy JW 58  preceded the fleet 
which was to give it distant support. 
 
 The naval Air component comprised 2 Wings (4 Squad-
rons) of BARRACUDA dive bombers and 11 squadrons of 
fighters for air cover for the fleet and the bomber force, in 
addition to a strafing role. These were CORSAIRS, 
HELCATS, WILDCATS and SEAFIRES. The entire strike 
force was under the command of Lieutenant-Commander 
Baker-Falkner DSO DSC RN, who was subsequently lost at 
sea. 
 The Fleet sailed from Scapa in groups at the end of March 
1944 and headed North, meeting up on 2nd April in the 
Arctic Ocean south  of Bear Island and north of Norway. 
 Just before dawn on 3rd April, the attack on TIRPITZ was 
launched with No. 8 BARRACUDA Wing of  21 aircraft and 
escorting fighters taking off at 0416 from the carriers. ( The 
writer was leading a flight of BARRACUDA dive bombers. 
Cmdr FT Sherborne RAN was flying a fighter as was Lt Cdr 
J Bowles DSC RAN—both now deceased) 
 
 The aircraft formations flew very low on the sea until the 
snow covered mountainous coast of northern Norway was 

Inland. They crossed the peaks surrounding the KAA fjord, snow 
fields gleaming in the sun , stretched to the horizon but here 
heavy calibre AA fire was bursting near us and the great battle-
ship of 122 guns came into view. 
 Fighters were sent down to strafe and the BARRACUDA de-
ployed for their attack, rolling into steep dives in rapid succession 
with AA fire coming from the ship and shore batteries. Smoke was 
released from canisters round the fjord. Explosions , fires, and 
clouds of smoke occurred as many bombs hit. 
 Meantime No 52 Wing of 19 BARRACUDAs and its escorts was 
launched from the fleet. On arrival over the target they found the 
ship almost obscured by smoke, nevertheless they carried out 
their attack and then headed for the coast and out to sea to their 
carriers. 
 Admiralty reports credit the aircraft with at least 24 hits. German 
records credit them with 15 hits and 2 near misses. TIRPITZ was 
saved from being sunk by the heavy armour plate decks which 
were from 130—200 mm thick. 
 Eight DFAA aircraft were lost. 
 It was this precision attack which finally prevented TITPITZ from 
becoming a threat to D-Day operations and continuing Russian 
convoys. 
 Captain Roskill RN—Naval Historian—said among other com-
ments that the FAA attack was perhaps the most perfectly timed 
and brilliantly executed bombing attack of the war.  
 On return to Scapa the C-in–C Home Fleet received messages 
of congratulations from : 
H.M. King George V1 
The PM, Sir Winston Churchill 
The 1st Lord of the Admiralty, and 1st Sea Lord 
The A-O-C RAF Coastal Command 
 
November 2006                             
 
                                                G.A.Gledhill  Capt DSC RAN (ret) 
 

 
 
 

Max speed, 228 mph (367 km/h) at 1,750 ft (533 m). 
Cruising speed, 172-193 mph (277-311 km/h) at 
5,000 ft (1,524 m)'. Time to 5,000 ft (1,524 m), 6 
min. Service ceiling, 16,600 ft (5,060 m). Range, 524 
mis (843 km) with 1,800 Ib (816 kg) bombs, 1,150 
mis (1,850 km) with max fuel. Empty weight, 9,350 
Ib (4,241 kg). Gross weight, 14,100 Ib (6,396 kg). 
Span, 49ft 2 in (14.99 m). Length, 39 ft 9 in (12.12 
m). Wing area, 405 sqft (37.62 m). 

FAIRY BARRACUDA 
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 Ed, 
 
               CANBERRA BASED BIRDIES MEET 
 
On Friday 6th July 07, a number of Canberra based ex FAA 
– Engineering and Techo birdies (both serving and ex) met 
in informal surroundings for an ad-hoc ‘Christmas in July’ 
type soiree. The gathering occurred at the Canberra Labour 
Club, Petrie Plaza, Canberra from 1530 – 1900  and was a 
great success. 
 
About 27 fronted on the day, including: John Schonberger, 
Mark Berkeley, Steve Cottam, Smoking Joe Hattley, Mike 
Doyle, Peter Smith, Eric Edwards, Bruce Tunnah, Daryl 
Mouser, Harry Jess, PJ Fleming, John Crawley, Paul Weth-
erspoon, Don Roach, Jose Bascunan, Michael ‘Bags’ Sand-
berg, ‘Bags’ Baker, Jak Goudman, Nobby Allard, Peter Da-
vis, Arthur Lazarou, Pete McCarthy, PJ Russell, Dave Lu-
tan, Ian ‘Skills’ Daley. Apologies to anyone I missed. 
 
Topics up for discussion were current recruiting shortfalls, 
Sea King BOI fall-out, and yes, here we go again – the re-
establishment of an air department for Navy’s new LHDs. 
One of the assembled suggested that our collective experi-
ences and skills were more than enough to get the next 
generation Air Wing up to capability. Mmmmm…..Ho hum 
to that….. The chatter was hot, with lips bashing at an 
astonishing rate solving many current ADO problems while 
cleansing ales were consumed. For others, the memories 
flowed freely as some had not touched base for 10, 15 or 
more years. 
 
PJ Fleming did a quick whip around for ‘nibbles and smally 
eats’, while Bruce Tunnah stepped up to the plate as acting 
Treasurer ensuring that Club accounts were correctly rec-
onciled, with good management practices ensuring a small 
balance was left over for next time. 
 
All in all, a great couple of hours were enjoyed. We are in-
tending to try again for a similar function possibly in Octo-
ber / November 07. Mention must be made of John 
‘Schonners’ Schonberger who initially kicked off the idea for 
getting a ‘few birdies’ together over a few ales and catch-
up.  
 
Cheers 
 
 
PJ Fleming 
Ex-POATA (Right Armer) 
Dunlop, Canberra, 2615 
 
14 Aug 07 
 

 
 Ed, 
 I am enclosing a photo of Max Gant and myself taken at 
Coffs Harbour recently at the VJ Day celebrations . We fol-
lowed this up with a pleasant interlude at Grafton for the 
Korea Veteran’s Day , where along with Brian (Bungy) Wil-
liams and Kevin (Chicka) Hawkins of Safety Equipment 
fame and his wife Colleen we sipped a few and dined at the 
bowling club . A good day was had by all  and we wish well 
to all of those that were at similar functions all over the 
country. 
 
   Frank Donnelly 
                                            ******** 
 
 Frank, 
 
  You mix socially with some pretty active ‘youngies’, who 
by the nature of their energy never seem to stop.  
 Scratching around I found some evidence to collaborate 
this theory,  grouped together and  partying then just the 
same as they were with you. The only difference is I think 
they were a few days younger as this was taken at the last 
big reunion for the 50th bash at Albatross. 
 Also I note in the Queensland report that they were up 
there socialising in August as well- blessed party animals’. 
                         
                              Ed 
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Names please if you can help 

 
 Hello Greg 
 
I was asked to see if anyone in the attached photo could be 
identified. 
The only information I have is that it was probably taken 
either in Malta or Gibraltar when the Vengeance visited on 
the way to the UK in 1955 & that all three are Birdie Han-
dlers. 
The owner has doubts that it was taken in Singapore or 
Colombo, the two previous stops. 
Hopefully you can publish it in Slipstream & see what sort of 
response is forthcoming, if you can’t use the photo in this 
form let me know & I will see if there is an alternative way 
around it. 
 
All the best 
 
                       John Ahern 
 
  Best foot forward to the ‘pusher brigade’  - contact me with 
your responses and I will forward the info on to John, or if 
you have his address send it to him 
                          Ed 

that aircraft have worn over the years, an example of the 
pride and character of the personnel who both maintained 
and operated them.  
 
 It is important that these nicknames shouldn't be lost due 
to the passage of time. In order to preserve this unique his-
tory  it is proposed to formally record these names that the 
aircraft of the Fleet Air Arm have famously (or infamously) 
worn over the last 60 years. The aim is to publish them in 
book form, a permanent record of the special bond between 
man and machine these names represent. 
 
 If you know any of the nicknames aircraft have worn over 
the years your assistance in recording them would be ap-
preciated. Submissions should including the following infor-
mation where possible: 
 Aircraft Type 
 Aircraft Tail Number 
 Aircraft Nickname 
 Description of event/s that lead to the nickname 
 Rough dates during which the nickname was held 
(where possible) if name was not permanent 
 Any related photographs, either of the aircraft, flight 
crew or maintainers, especially ones showing any cartoons 
or identifying marks relating to the nickname. This includes 
mascots, flight patches or aircraft paint designs. 
 
For more information or to forward any submissions, con-
tact:  
 
Lieutenant Alex Binns, RAN  
Fleet Aviation Engineering Unit  
Aviation Force Element Group  
HMAS ALBATROSS  
NOWRA HILL  NSW  2540  
Email: alex.binns@defence.gov.au  
Phone: (02) 4424 1762  
Fax: (02) 4424 2313  

Greg,  
 
  I have begun to put together information regarding air-
craft nicknames in the hope of recording and possibly pub-
lishing as many of the nicknames as possible that have 
been given to Fleet Air Arm aircraft over its history. In order 
to gather as much input as I can could the following request 
be placed into the next edition of Slipstream? 
 
 Throughout the history of the Fleet Air Arm, the various 
aircraft that have been operated have been given nick-
names based upon their character, susceptibility to mal-
function, events they have been involved in, ships they 
have been operated from and personnel they have been 
operated by. "Christine", "Aces High", "The Hog", "The Rat-
tler", "Desmond" and "Wilson" are just a few of the names  

 
 King Ozymandias of Assyria was running low on cash 
after years  of war with the Hittites. His last great posses-
sion was the Star of  the Euphrates, the most valuable dia-
mond in the ancient world. 
  Desperate, he went to Croesus, the pawnbroker, to ask for 
a loan. 
  Croesus said, "I'll give you 100,000 dinars for it."  
"But I paid a million dinars for it," the King protested. "Don't 
you know who I am?        I am the king!"  
 
Croesus replied, "When you wish to pawn a Star,  makes no 
difference who you are." 

mailto:alex.binns@defence.gov.au
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  Ed, 
   It was interesting to see the (HMS) ‘Condor’ menu supplied by Lou Burns in the last publication of Slipstream and per-
haps I can add to Lou’s recollections regarding “Spuds” making a major contribution to the menu. 
 Margarine has also been underlined on his copy of the very nicely presented menu and for good reason. 
 Being bronzed Aussies, used to butter being available at all (or at least most) RAN meals, there were a number of ‘grizzles / 
grumbles’ at this scarcity to our diet at ‘Condor’, which culminated in a (complaint?) request being made for its inclusion in our 
meals. 
 The (complaint?) request  paid off, and resulted in butter being made available to (only) the RAN personnel in lieu of marga-
rine. This move , of course , set off ‘grizzles / grumbles’  from the RN ratings, but I don’t recall it having resulted in any great 
antagonism towards us. 
 No doubt it has been included in past Slipstreams but the reason for us being at HMS Condor was to have the Headquar-
ters Air Engineering Section of HMAS Melbourne attend a SAMCO ( Short Aircraft maintenance Course ) conducted at Con-
dor on the new Sea Venoms and Gannets—( incidentally , I still have my notes taken during my time on that course). 
 Further to the Condor menu, I am enclosing a copy of the first “Xmas menu” of the newly commissioned  HMAS Melbourne 
back 52 years ago … ( Wow, is it really that long ago!!).  

 A fair proportion of the ship’s company 
were ashore on leave over the Xmas / 
New Year period, but as you can see by 
the signatures on the back of the menu, 
there were five of the Headquarters Air       
 Engineering ratings of 4C5 mess 
onboard ‘Holding the fort’. —— Lou, who 
was ‘Killick of the Mess’ had deserted us 
for better things ashore. 
 I trust these recollections of mine are of 
interest  Greg, 
 With best wishes and kind regard, 
               
 
 
 
              Peter Greig 
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 Ed, 
 I would like to submit the following article and photo ( see 
page 17) for consideration for publication in Slipstream. 
Ideally they will stimulate response from those Pilot’s Mates 
and generate interest in attending the 2008 reunion. 
 
 Pilot’s Mates  
          It seemed like a good idea at the time—
Pre take-off time on the flight deck, ground crew on hand, 
lots of maintenance persons, Engine mechanics, Airframe 
mechanics, Electrical persons, Safety Equipment personnel 
and Armourers and there were handlers. Just about one of 
each for each aircraft so why not only have one person 
qualified in all these trades so that we only have one person 
attending each aircraft, just like they do in the RN. So from 
here the Pilot’s Mate profession was born. 
 The Courses to train these sailors was aimed mainly at 
Engines and Airframes trades, basically the different trades 
had to learn the others profession and then they combined 
to learn the basic Safety Equipment and Armament trade up 
to pre flight standard. 
 
 Life in HMAS Nirimba ( Schofields) 
 Nirimba was / is an old airfield out towards Blacktown in 
New South Wales, it had a varied past, a bit of Royal Air 
Force and a bit of RAAF. Its maim problem in relation to 
flying was its proximity to the main flight paths of the Mascot 
and Bankstown  Airports. Subsequently, Navy pilots were 
required to relay flight details frequently to Mascot / Banks-
town as they flew into and out of their restricted flight zones 
which was really beaut when the pilots were carrying out 
DLP’s. 
 The depot consisted of corrugated iron buildings ( includ-
ing the Captain’s house) a runway on  which was painted 
an image of a ‘Flight deck’. Among the Pilot’s mates course 
there was always a feeling of insecurity, that ‘this place’ 
wasn’t permanent. 
 
 The Bell 
 As you know all Navy Depots had to have a bell. Our one 
at Nirimba was installed on a makeshift iron frame and it 
swung precariously when rung. On one particular day at 
‘Colours’, the bell-ringer being inexperienced, stood at the 
ready for 0800, unseen  nearby was a stray dog. “ Eight 
O'clock sir” was the announcement , however instead of the 
traditional chimes of two at a time rings the bell-ringer start-
ed to ring the bell a straight eight times. When the chimes 
started the stray dog  joined in with a loud barking and start-
ed running at the bell. After six rings the bell fell off its hook 
onto the ground. 
 The Duty Officer walked off in disgust ……… 
 
 Security 
 Night patrols were organised, just in case someone  

wanted to steal an areoplane  or two, on the walls of several 
buildings were  placed small metal boxes with an opening 
slot on the top. Inside these boxes was a roll of paper. As  
the person on patrol passed each box he was required to 
sign his name and the time on the paper (through the hole), 
then wind on the paper ready for the next signature. Also 
daily, it was the responsibility of the Duty patrolman  at the 
guardhouse to collect the ‘rolls’ and confirm that all the 
rounds were conducted diligently”. Only ex-personnel from 
Nirimba could imagine what was usually written on the pa-
per. Some wrote all the times at once, then went to bed, the 
next person followed the format so that the whole sequence 
was ‘stuffed’.  
 A sideline of these patrols was to quickly run a broom 
handle down the corrugated wall of the Captain’s house at 
midnight then hide in the shadows. Actually it didn’t take 
more than a couple of these events before the Captain 
found more  suitable accommodation ,outside the depot. 
 
 Cross Country Race 
 One Wednesday afternoon, we were lined up dressed in 
‘sports rig’ outside a hangar. The course had been outlined 
with sticks  and on the start signal , off we went out into the 
outlying scrub country. ‘Tug’ Wilson won that race , ‘bloody’ 
near killed him though, me ( the author) came in about 
sixth, a couple of others returned a few days later—after 
some unofficial shore leave? 
 
 Nirimba Football Club—1953 
Actually the football team did quite well. The combined Aus-
tralian Rules Services team “ became the 1st semi-finalists 
during the competition—congratulations ‘fella's’ 
 
   Ah ! Nirimba  - remember it well ……. Sort of ? 
  Check to photo on page 17 for some old friends. 
 
           Dennis  Charlton 

 
 
 Evidence has been found that William Tell and his family 
were avid bowlers. However, all the Swiss league records 
were unfortunately destroyed in a fire, and we'll never know 
for whom the Tells bowled.  
 
 
 A marine biologist developed a race of genetically engi-
neered  dolphins that could live forever if they were fed a 
steady diet of seagulls. One day, his supply of the birds ran 
out so he had to go out and trap some more.  
 On the way back, he spied two lions asleep on the road. 
Afraid to wake them, he gingerly stepped over them. 
    Immediately, he was arrested and charged with transport-
ing gulls  across sedate lions for immortal porpoises. 
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Author’s Note:  
This article is dedicated to the memory of 
Vanessa” (maiden name Nguyen Thi Hong Van) who died 
in Sydney of a brain tumour on 10.2.2007 after a long and 
valiant fight leaving behind a husband and 2 daughters. 
Despite her acutely distressed state when recovered by 
sailors from HMAS MELBOURNE in the South China Sea, 
Vanessa was one of the 3 women referred to below whom 
so selflessly and ably assisted as interpreters and helpers 
during the post recovery operations. 
Vale Vanessa. You were an inspiration to all who came to 
know you then and subsequently. 
                         John Ingram 
About the Author: 
 
John Ingram served in the RAN for 28 years including 6 
ship postings and in the UK as the late (Air Engineer) CAPT 
John Selby’s deputy in the MOD (N) Carrier Project Office 
1982-83 for the terminated HMS INVINCIBLE acquisition. 
John was the initial RAN Exchange officer with the USN in 
Pennsylvania and the RAN’s first graduate of the US Army’s 
Logistics College, Fort Lee, VA.  
John was well known in the “Air community” having served 
in various Air capable ships including the carriers MEL-
BOURNE and SYDNEY (both twice in numerous capaci-
ties), STALWART (first commission) and as a Project officer 
for the first 4 FFG-7 frigates. 
John rues the day the RAN lost its invaluable fixed wing air 
cover capability. “The carrier MELBOURNE was the first 
RAN ship I stepped onboard as a ‘fresh caught and starry 
eyed ‘Cadet Midshipman in January, 1957” he said “and the 
last I stepped off as her CMDR ‘S’ in 1982, shortly before 
her decommissioning. It was a sad day for me, compound-
ed by the fact that we failed to secure INVINCIBLE and a 
new generation of fixed wing aircraft the following year.” 
Having served in Vietnamese waters in 2 ships John had 
gained a deep respect for this war ravaged country. Follow-
ing the fall of Saigon in 1975 he was a volunteer co-opted to 
assist the US Red Cross in the urgent settlement of 25,000 
refugees in a disused US Army camp in central Pennsylva-
nia. From 1978 to 1980 he was the honorary secretary of 
the Indo Chinese Refugee Association in Canberra. At night 
and week-ends John and his wife Janet worked tirelessly 
resettling displaced individuals and families from hostels 
into the wider community, locating missing family members, 
pleading cases for visa status with government departments 
and so forth.  
John sensed that in this 1981 deployment MELBOURNE 
would be in some way involved with refugees. Prior to de-
parture from Sydney he had obtained approval for Welfare 
Fund money to be used to purchase toys and essentials not 
available via the public purse. Immediately prior to this inci-
dent while MELBOURNE was in Hong Kong for 5 days R & 
R he and Janet had twice visited the local Refugee Camp 
and distributed clothing, books and money generously  

donated by the Ship’s Company. Little did they realise that 
within days MELBOURNE would be so intimately involved in 
saving lives on the high seas. 
 John resides at Port Macquarie and maintains his interest 
in matters maritime via the local Naval Association sub-
section. 
And now to the Story: 
 
 Fast backward 25 plus years to June, 1981. HMA Ships 
MELBOURNE (CVS-21), flying the Flag of RADM J.D. Ste-
vens and under the command of CDRE Mike Hudson RAN, 
is ploughing south from Hong Kong with HMAS TORRENS 
(DE-53) [CAPT Mike Rayment RAN] to participate in Exer-
cise STARFISH 81. Both ships have been deployed for 
months, initially with the USS MIDWAY Battle Group in the 
Indian Ocean. Standing between STARFISH 81 and arrival 
home in Sydney are scheduled visits to Singapore and Dar-
win and the dreaded annual “Admiral’s” and “Departmental 
Inspections”.  
 All fairly routine one might think but events are about to 
change quite dramatically for all concerned! Vung Tau har-
bour is well known to the RAN, especially those of us who 
served in the Fast Military Transport HMAS SYDNEY and 
her escorts in the period 1965-72. It is from this location and 
many others along the Vietnamese coast that countless 
thousands of refugees have fled in tiny boats seeking a new 
start in another country. By 1981 the war is 6 years in the 
past but the misery lingers for most Vietnamese. 
 Meanwhile, in the village of Can Tuioc near Saigon, Tran 
Tien Son, (for simplicity I will refer to him as “Tran” in this 
article), the skipper of a 15 metre fishing boat, busily pre-
pares his craft for a 1-way passage. Local Communist offi-
cials have directed him to embark 99 fellow Vietnamese, 
including his own family. But first the passengers, aged from 
just 7 months to a 65 y.o. grandmother, are stripped of all 
valuables by corrupt officials. Some such as Nguyen Thi 
Hong Van, aged 30, daughter of a Saigon University profes-
sor, is making her 5th attempt to flee. (4 previous attempts 
failed through betrayals resulting in beatings, detention and 
further payments to “organisers” bent on extracting every 
last penny from her and family. 
 So after 17 months of planning and with refugees drawn 
from all over Vietnam, including ethnic Chinese, the vessel 
departs the muddy waters of Vung Tau harbour on 16 June. 
Conditions onboard are incredibly cramped; water, diesoline 
and food limited to just the 7 days officials deem adequate 
for passage to Singapore. Initially weather conditions are 
favourable and with good visibility Tran is able to clear the 
harbour and set course south using his vintage magnetic 
compass. His plan is to hug the coastline initially but to keep 
well to seaward in the Gulf of Siam as he’s heard tales of 
the vicious pirates raping, pillaging and murdering refugees 
in these waters. He is determined his passengers and family 
will not suffer the same fate as has befallen countless num-
bers since 1975. 
 The first 24 hours of sailing pass without incident; Tran  
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estimates he’s averaged 10 knots into an increasing sea, 
swell and headwind. Pointe de Ca Mau, the southernmost 
tip of his homeland has dipped beneath the horizon. So far, 
so good; 240 nautical miles behind him, 500 ahead if he’s to 
take the direct, open-sea route to Singapore and freedom. 
There is a general air of excitement onboard despite the 
appalling congestion. 
 With the tiny craft now in open waters the wind increases 
alarmingly. By mid afternoon on 18 June Tran estimates it is 
Force 7-8 increasing. He is reluctant to turn downwind and 
reverse his course as that would admit defeat. The sea 
state continues to rise as does the swell; sky and sea 
merge in a frightening grey salty blend of fear; infants cry, 
some scream for their mothers. Most onboard are sea-sick; 
unable to move from their cramped confinement vomit 
spews into the bilge clogging the filter in the bilge pump 
which stops. As the none-too-subtle blend of seawater, die-
so and vomit accumulates the terrified passengers, almost 
all of whom have never been to sea before, realise their 
hopes and aspirations for a new life are in serious jeopardy. 
Death by drowning is now a real prospect. 
 With the severe tropical storm now in full fury any chance 
of safely confronting the violence is lost. Fuel consumption 
is excessive; what little remains is soon contaminated. The 
engine dies and, despite frantic attempts to restart, all ef-
forts are in vain. Dehydration becomes a serious issue too 
and drinking water is severely limited to a cup per person 
per day. Remaining food supplies are likewise rationed but 
even these become largely inedible, even among those few 
who have an appetite for suchlike. 
 Now no longer under command the vessel is at the mercy 
of the raging seas. Tran suspects he is being blown north 
eastward in the general direction of the Spratly Islands. This 
may prove a blessing as it would place the vessel in the 
shipping lanes linking north and S.E. Asian ports. Surely, he 
muses wryly, a merchant ship will come to our aid? 
 Fast forward a further 24 hours.  3 merchantmen are 
flagged down but fail to offer any help. Tran is sure others 
have sighted their flares and frantic waving but have ig-
nored their obvious distress. Morale sinks further with each 
incident. Tran decides to keep the very last flare for one 
final attempt. What that will be and when he keeps to him-
self. 
 Despite the moderating of the weather the long swell per-
sists. The boat remains basically intact but hand bailing is 
taking its toll on emaciated, weakened souls. Saltwater 
sores from constant immersion in bilge water and heat blis-
ters from the mid summer Sun now penetrating the clearing 
skies are further causes of distress. The small veteran radio 
has long since transmitted its last, a victim of flat batteries 
and salt water ingress. Tran is powerless, his command 
rolling beam to swell and most onboard wishing for no more 
than a swift and painless death somewhere in the South 
China Sea.  
 21 June and MELBOURNE is in “Modified Sunday  

Routine” which in this context means that CDR ‘Air’ [CMDR 
George Heron] has Flying operations scheduled involving 
fixed wing S2G Tracker and rotary wing Wessex 31B and 
SeaKing helos. “Below” (the Flight Deck) the XO [CMDR 
Joe Morrice) and his fellow departmental heads (CDR ‘S’ 
stands guilty too) seize the opportunity to work sailors on 
the Sabbath to “clean ship” post Hong Kong and in prepara-
tion for the aforementioned annual Admirals’ Inspection. 
 Visibility is limited; TORRENS when not close at hand as 
Rescue Destroyer is barely visible on the horizon, rolling in 
the confused sea, maybe 5 miles ahead. Her grey hull 
blends with sea and sky, the perfect camouflage. I note 
from my vantage point on the bridge the rain squalls sweep-
ing the flight deck and the difficulty sailors are having in 
ranging aircraft. 
 The Command is well aware the severe tropical storm has 
dispersed refugee boats far and wide hence MEL-
BOURNE’s election to provide daylight air surveillance. 
Even the powerful LWO-2 search radars in both ships have 
great difficulty in detecting tiny wooden craft, especially in 
adverse conditions. This is where the Tracker excels with its 
long legs (endurance), big ears and eyes: and so the first 
sighting of the day is by a Tracker, a tiny boat and well dis-
tant from the RAN ships. The Liberian registered MV KARA-
KA, en route to Hong Kong, is vectored to recover the 3 
refugees. This she does knowing full well that should she 
not her actions would be reported. 
 At 1807, in deteriorating daylight, Tracker 851 [SBLT 
Dave Marshall in command] reports “a fishing boat on fire, 9 
miles to the west of MELBOURNE with estimated 20-50 
persons on the upper deck”. This positions the refugee boat 
over 200 miles due east of Saigon. This means the boat 
has been blown almost 400 miles since her engine failed 3 
days previous, a staggering fact, topped only by the feat 
she is afloat and not one life has been lost to date. The drift 
rate has been in the order of 5-6 knots. 
 While the carrier recovers her Tracker TORRENS is de-
tached at speed in the twilight. En route to the rendezvous 
SURG CMDR John Anderson is lowered onboard TOR-
RENS from a Wessex at 1840. At 1902 TORRENS’ Board-
ing Party reports an estimated 90 plus refugees but the 
incredibly adverse conditions onboard preclude a more spe-
cific count. They confirm the state of the engine, the ab-
sence of fuel and water, the near depletion of food stocks 
and that most are suffering extreme seasickness and dehy-
dration. There is no evidence of fire. Tracker 851 had sight-
ed Tran’s last distress flare. How very, very fortunate! 
With TORRENS lying upwind and providing some protec-
tion her Gemini equipped Boarding Party under LEUT Ross 
Smith and SBLT Bob Williams, begin the difficult task in the 
semi darkness of coaxing the refugees, one by one, into the 
RIB. Lighting is poor, especially from the hand held torches; 
TORRENS’ signal lanterns are activated in an attempt to 
improve the situation. MELBOURNE, on arrival, also posi-
tions herself upwind and her 33 foot Utility Boat [UB] and  



                                   Slipstream 

16 

Geminis are quickly on the scene. The refugees are greatly 
relieved to see the UB and the relative security a more sub-
stantial boat offers. Soon a shuttle begins transferring all 
refugees to the carrier’s starboard forward ladder position 
where the ship’s rolling and pitching movement is deemed 
to be the least in this confused sea state. 
 Onboard the Flagship the Seaman/Executive Department 
is very busy preparing the means to hoist onboard 33 men, 
37 women and 29 children, whose medical condition range 
from barely-able-to-stand to unlikely to survive 24 hours 
without urgent medical intervention.  LCDR Lyn Smith, the 
First Lieutenant, has been tasked to take charge of the Sea-
manship aspects. The wily and experienced No 1 has de-
vised Plan Alpha, a “drifting ladder” concept in the little time 
available to overcome the potential dangers associated with 
having boats alongside a carrier’s heaving hull. Plan A is 
soon discarded however, when it is realised our soon to be 
fellow shipmates are none too keen to attach themselves to 
a trailing rope ladder at night in the open sea. Nor are we 
onboard enthused by the thought we have found them, offer 
them hope but see them drown or, heaven forbid, con-
sumed by sharks before our very eyes. 
 Plan Bravo involves a modified helo rescue strop lowered 
manually over the ship’s side. In conjunction with the steel 
boarding ladder affixed to the ship’s hull a process begins 
whereby each person is placed in the strop and singly hoist-
ed aboard. Some relatively able bodied young men make 
the ascent in the strop alone but the majority elect to be in 
the arms of a re-assuring sailor. Remarkably no one is lost 
or injured and the embarkation is completed at 2145, just 55 
minutes after the first refugee was hoisted onboard. Mean-
while TORRENS has completed a thorough check of the 
abandoned fishing vessel and her Demolition Team execute 
the order to sink the craft lest she become a hazard to ship-
ping.  
 The very next day the interviewing process begins and is 
to last 4 days. This labour intensive task is needed to com-
ply with UNHCR, International Red Cross, and Singapore 
and Australian Government requirements. Led by LCDR 
Mike Webster it includes 3 women who have volunteered to 
act as interpreters in Chinese and French. Mike quickly 
realises these women are very helpful in establishing an 
effective liaison between the 2 very diverse cultures. Use is 
made of the Navy supplied translation cards. After a short 
while confidence has risen to the point Mike is able to form 
3 interview panels which expedite the time consuming and 
repetitive nature of the task as facts are compiled, sorted 
and reported to various authorities. Great care is taken to 
avoid any sense of interrogation by such simple steps as 
ensuring privacy and detachment, infants are provided with 
toys to avoid distracting a parent during an interview and so 
forth.  
 Various arrangements are put in place to occupy the refu-
gees during daylight hours. The men are eager to work 
“part of ship” assisting in basic ship maintenance tasks such 
as chipping, scraping and painting. Women without children  

to care for clean showers and toilets, undertake laundry and 
food preparation duties. The religious needs are met by 
making the chapel available for the many Catholic refugees. 
Tours of the ship are especially appealing to the children. 
These activities greatly assist the integration process, break 
down cultural and racial barriers and are for the common 
good. At night sentries are positioned on the exposed and 
windy forecastle to ensure physical security, especially in 
relation to the children, while the refugees sleep. Most, as 
expected, remain mentally distressed at having left behind 
their homeland, relatives and friends. All express common 
relief they have survived the perils of the sea. 
 On arrival in Singapore Friday 26 June local Quarantine, 
Health, Security and Immigration officials check the new 
arrivals. Largely due to the pre-arrival preparation and ad-
ministration undertaken by ship’s staff these checks are 
completed without complication. The refugees are assem-
bled one last time onboard to be addressed by Australian 
High Commission and UNHCR staff then bussed to the 
Hawkins Rd Refugee Camp. The majority apply for Australi-
an permanent residency status, are accepted and are airlift-
ed to Sydney by QANTAS the following month arriving 
ahead of MELBOURNE’s final return to her home port. 
 There were lessons to be learned from such a recovery 
operation, especially in such trying conditions. MEL-
BOURNE went to lengths to report these to higher authority 
so that future incidents might be better resourced. These 
included improved lighting in RIB type craft, the urgent need 
for genuinely waterproof hand-held radios, suitable clothing 
for women and children etc. Living conditions onboard for 
the refugees were cramped, noisy and far from ideal; no-
one would pretend the forecastle of an operational aircraft 
carrier would be anything but difficult especially when 
launching and recovering aircraft. MELBOURNE was able 
to provide medical treatment, good food, potable water, 
showers and laundry facilities, basic clothing and toiletries, 
camp stretchers and bedding and, above all, a safe haven 
with hope for the future.  
CDRE Hudson received a letter from the UNHCR shortly 
after the ship’s arrival in Singapore. 
 It read: 
“I would like to extend to you my congratulations and 
my gratitude to you for your humanitarian gesture to-
wards refugees in distress on the high seas. Thanks to 
your actions 99 Vietnamese refugees……were brought 
to Singapore. I want you to know that our office is 
aware of the great responsibility you took in doing so. I 
appreciate the fact that you did not hesitate to save 
lives. 
                    { Sgd.  Luise Druke} 
 
 
 That all 99 refugees survived is a credit to Tran, his fish-
ing boat and all RAN personnel involved in this remarkable 
recovery operation one night many years ago. 
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A NAVIGATIONAL ODDITY 
 

 On the 30th December 1899 a passenger liner was steam-
ing from Canada to Australia across the Pacific Ocean. The 
duty navigator had finished his star fix and handed it to the 
Captain. The ships position was reckoned at latitude 0º30’N 
and Longitude 179°3’W, which was near the Equator and 
the International Date Line.  
 
 The Captain decided to confuse the passengers with the 
possibilities he had at his command, to create a navigation-
al oddity of a life time. 
 
 He called some more navigators and had them check and 
recheck the ships position every couple of minutes. He 
changed course slightly so as to be directly on his set 
course, and carefully adjusted his engine speed so that the 
ship would arrive at the exact position at just the right time. 
 
 At exactly midnight local time, the liner was positioned at 
exactly 180º on the Equator at the point where it intersects 
the International Date Line. 
 
 The following result was achieved. - 
 
 The forward part of the ship was in the Southern Hemi-
sphere in mid summer; the after part of the ship was in the 
Northern Hemisphere in the mid winter; the date on the port 
side of the ship was December 30, 1899; and the date on 
the starboard side was January 1, 1900. The ship was in 
two different days; two different months; two different years; 
two different seasons and two different centuries, all at the 
same time!  The passengers were also cheated out of New 
Year celebrations because an entire day, December 31, 
1899, was erased from their lives before they could live it! 

 When I see the ‘Five’ it reminds me of the five wise  vir-
gins that trimmed their lamps—there were ten but five were 
foolish and were shut out. 
 When I see the ‘Six’ I am reminded that in six days the 
Lord created heaven and earth. 
 The ‘Seven’ reminds me that on the seventh day he rest-
ed from the great work he had created and hallowed. 
 The ‘Eight’ reminds me of the eight righteous persons that 
were saved when God destroyed the World, namely Noah, 
his wife , their sons and their wives 
 When I see the ‘Nine’ I am reminded of the nine lepers 
that were cleansed by our savoir—nine out of ten never 
returned thanks. 
 The ‘Ten’ reminds me of the ten Commandments, which 
God  handed down to Moses on the mountain. 
 When I see the ‘King’ it reminds me of King Solomon who 
built the temple in Jerusalem to the glory of god. 
 The ‘Queen’ reminds me of the Queen of Sheba who 
came to visit Solomon when the temple was completed. 
 The ‘Jack’ or ‘Knave’ reminds me of Judas who betrayed 
Jesus. 
 When I count the spots on a pack of cards I find 365, the 
number od days in the year 
 When I count the number of cards in the pack I find 52, 
the number of weeks in a year. 
 I find four suits, the number of weeks in a month. 
 I find twelve picture cards, the number of months in a year 
and counting the tricks I find thirteen, the number of weeks 
in a quarter 
 So you see ,Sir, a pack of cards serves me as a bible, an 
almanac and a common prayer book. 
 
 I rest my case! 
                 supplied by Owen Holston 

Ed, 
 Apologies for the long hand but I don’t have a computer. 
Maybe you can find a space for this, its been around before 
in all sorts of variants. 
 A Sailors'’ Not—Guilty Plea,  after being charged with 
playing cards during a church service. 
 Sir, 
 I’ve been at sea for six weeks with neither bible or prayer 
book—only my pack of cards. I hope to satisfy you Sir of the 
purity of my intentions. 
 When I see the ‘Ace’ it reminds me that there is only one 
God. 
 When I see the ‘Duece’ it reminds me of the father and 
Son. 
 When I see the ‘Three Spot’ it reminds me of the Father, 
Son and Holy Ghost 
 When I see the ‘Four’ it reminds me of the four Evange-
lists—Mathew, Mark, Luke and John. 
  

Back in the 1800s the Tates Watch Company of Massachu-
setts  wanted to produce other products and, since they 
already made the cases for watches, they used them to 
produce compasses. The new compasses were so bad that 
people often ended up in Canada or Mexico rather than 
California. This, of course, is the origin of the 
    expression,  
"He who has a Tates is lost!"   
 
An Indian chief was feeling very sick, so he summoned the 
    medicine man.  After a brief examination, the medicine 
man took out a long, thin strip of elk rawhide and gave it to 
the chief, telling him to bite off, chew, and swallow one inch 
of the leather every day. 
After a month, the medicine man returned to see how the 
chief was feeling. The chief shrugged and said, 
 "The thong is ended, but the malady lingers on."                  
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MOMENTS IN TIME   Combined Australian Rules Services Team, Season 1953 

                                1st Semi-finalists 

C Fellenberg C Bristow 

 
 A Run ashore again - 
 
Oh to be that young again. 
  
Some of the ‘senior branch’. 
  
                         Keith Staff 
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Tired and dirty and ready for 
an ale. 
 
 What a mess  - look closely and 
age the faces a bit and some of 
these ‘Firies’ should still be rec-
ognisable. 
 
 Check out the flash bit of gear 
in the background. 

Our Regulators :  
          I will bet there 
are a lot of you who can put a 
name to this group, probably 
rate as “not very popular” - the 
main reason for the small photo 
I suppose. 

  
 Briefing for a dummy attack on HMS Eagle, 
off Newcastle -  April 1953 
 
 Webster,  Williams (SP), Knapstein, Arthur ?, 
Jocelyn, Brown (CO).  
 
 Think some may be in need of a haircut ! 
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Ed, 
   My apologies for the use of snail mail , I'm old and, as 
yet, have not mastered the typewriter in front of a TV 
screen, I think they call them computers. 
 My comments initially, are on the letter received from 
Maurice Ayling concerning the British Pacific  and the East 
Indies Fleets during WW11. I’ve often been asked ‘where 
were you Poms during the war?’. 
 In 1995, in celebration of the war’s end after 50 years of 
peace, the Australian War Memorial published a booklet 
headed / titled “ Britain's Role in WW11” It carried on the 
front, the “Australian Remembers” motif, also used as a 
lapel badge etc. 
 I quote :  
      “In 1944 / 45 the combined British Pacific and 
east Indies Fleets numbered in excess of 500 ships, of 
which 6 were battleships, 33 were aircraft carriers with over 
1000 aeroplanes on board; 23 were cruisers,82 were de-
stroyers and 53 were submarines. The fleets were manned 
by well over 200,000 men”. 
 
 Not bad for a country that had already been involved in 
three years of intense warfare elsewhere. 
 I repeat this was from a booklet published by the AWM  
during a period of ‘Australia Remembers’ . Unfortunately, 
news received in Australia from the North was mainly of 
American origin and, I hope we all know how the truth can 
be bent or information can be omitted. But then we are get-
ting into politics. 
 
 I would like to make further comment on the letter from 
Maurice. I visited both ‘Johnies’ and the British Centre in 
Hyde park ( there was also a British Centre above David 
Jones in Pitt Street). The former , Johnies was a place to 
stay away from on Anzac Day —the Snakepit was not for 
the fainthearted. 
 The British Centre was immediately opposite the Catholic 
Cathedral entrance but its position is impossible to trace 
today, Yes, it did supply bed, canteen and ‘up homers’. The 
bed was a matter of ‘first in first served’ - it was necessary 
to lift a mattress from an alcove and place it wherever there 
was a space, even before the dancing ceased. The agile 
slept well that night. 
 The canteen was an eye opener to a matelot fresh in from 
the UK where the staple diet in some places was whale 
meat, the present Japanese delicacy. Yes, they eat it but 
why should I ? I didn’t like the Japs either. Imagine  steak, 
eggs and chips  for a bob, barbequed in front of you. 
 ‘Up homers’ was an arrangement by the locals to show 
their appreciation and gratitude for the services presence. I 
spent three happy days in the Blue mountains at Katoomba. 
 In my job with an oil company I had plenty of time to 
search out old sites. The British centre was purchased by a 
Councillor Storey from Hornsby Shire Council for 1pound 10 
shillings  and moved to Hornsby Hospital where it was used  

as the entrance to the Maternity Section. I passed it quite 
often when the two lions at the bottom of the steps brought 
back happy memories-so be it I guess. 
 I understand another icon , the ‘Café de Wheels’ is now in 
a heritage / historic museum, I wonder did it have wheels 
affixed ? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 Maurice also mentions Bob Dunn. I last saw Bob on a 
train from Sydney to Parramatta, my recollection was of the 
back of a head and a greasy collar of a sports jacket. I gath-
er he was a fitter and turner at G.I. 
 I am enclosing a photograph of instructors and administra-
tion staff at Nirimba in 1952 / 53. It includes Bob alongside 
other officers. Dear old ‘Yogi Bear’ was l understand last 
seen  cleaning glassware in laboratories at NSW University. 

   
 I remember a MAA at Nirimba named Purdee, I saw him 
on his milk run in Auburn or that area . He insisted that 
‘Tiffies’ were not Chiefs but, also insisted in rostering them 
as ‘Duty Chief’. Most of the personnel on the photo would 
be octonogerians if still alive. Quite a few are known to have 
‘crossed the bar’ viz. 
 Peter Bierm, Fred E Jones, Jack Kitney, Sam Galliot 
(killed with Lofty Lawton in the jeep accident) and now Ted-
dy Truscott. Ted will be remembered as the owner and driv-
er of a 1935 Ford V8 which he managed to turn turtle carry-
ing a crowd to Strathfield Station. He had a slight altercation 
with Sam Galliot’s Ford 10 when it appeared out of one of 
the large potholes in the Blacktown road. 
 I must also advise of the death of (some time ago) one of 
my entry of RN Air Apprentices, John Slade. He was a pilot 
on loan from the RN and last told me of flying Fireflies with 
an Observer named ‘Hudson’, I know no more. 
 I guess the preceding proves it, The elderly speak of the 
past because they have no future. 
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  On the 1st of September 2007 the Fleet Air Arm Muse-
um celebrated the First Anniversary of returning to RAN 
command and control.  Of course this is the second incar-
nation of the Museum under its original name, and it was 
very fitting that on the preceding day, 31st August, Captain 
Bob Morrison, CO of HMAS ALBATROSS, hosted a recep-
tion for several hundred guests to commemorate the 59th 
Anniversary of the commissioning of the RAN Air Station, 
Nowra. 
 The guests included many current and former benefactors 
and supporters of the Museum and it was pleasing to be 
able to meet with them and listen to their impressions of the 
Museum in its revived format.  Captain Morrison gave a 
very inspiring address to the assembled guests and ship’s 
company, which brought great credit to himself and the 
Fleet Air Arm.  Following a formal Colours Ceremony and 
march past by the Station Guard, many guests accepted an 
invitation to visit the Museum for a guided tour. 
 Events such as this help to strengthen the bond that the 
Fleet Air Arm has with the local community and I am anx-
ious, as the caretaker of the FAA’s heritage, to make sure 
that the Museum is seen by serving members and visitors 
alike to be an integral part of the Navy family at HMAS AL-
BATROSS.   
 In saying this I must acknowledge the part played by our 
reliable band of volunteer Museum guides, all FAA Associa-
tion members and highly respected supporters of the Muse-
um.  It is because of the efforts of Kevin Camm, Ben Link, 
Neil Ralph, Jim Hill, Ray Burt, Max Altham and Alex Ste-
vens that our organised visitor groups are enlightened and 
entertained, and are left with a much greater appreciation of 
the proud heritage of the Fleet Air Arm. 
 Another very pleasing aspect of the Museum’s reacquired 
status as part of the Defence community is the recent gifting 
of significant artefacts from a numbers of diverse sources.  
Lady Nanette Smith, widow of Admiral Sir Victor Smith has 
presented the Museum with a collection of documents in-
cluding such gems as Sir Victor’s letter of appointment as 
an RAN Cadet Midshipman, his Bridge-Watchkeeping Cer-
tificate, and every one of his Posting Orders from midship-
man to admiral. 
 Other very interesting acquisitions include RAN Helicopter 
Flight Vietnam memorabilia presented by retired CPO Bill         
Barlow , complete with a piece of shrapnel from a VC rocket 
that came too close for Bill’s comfort.  Just as noteworthy is 
the HMAS ALBATROSS CO’s Visitor’s Book, 1948 to 1991, 
passed to me for safekeeping by Captain Morrison.  Who 
can remember visits by ‘Mountbatten’, ‘Phillip’ or ‘Casey’?  
There is a page of entries by members of the 1971 ‘Kerr 
Committee’, including the then Justice John Kerr himself. 

Presentations such as these add credence and significance 
to the Fleet Air Arm Museum as an institution of cultural and 
historical importance, as well as being a repository for the 
obvious technological items on public display.  All this mate-
rial requires proper conservation and curatorial attention 
and the past few months has been a period of reflection and 
consolidation on the part of the Museum staff and volun-
teers. 
There has been time to reflect on the standards of presen-
tation achieved in setting up the ‘Wings Over Water’ dis-
play, and a consolidation of our future goals and aspira-
tions.  The Museum is a continual ‘work-in-progress’ where 
we are striving for the unattainable perfection along a never
-ending path of continuous improvement.  The profile of the 
Museum has changed, and will continue to change as dis-
plays are expanded, infrastructure is updated, perceptions 
are altered, reputations are enhanced and greater public 
engagement is achieved. 
The coming twelve months will be exciting and challenging 
with the plans that are now taking shape for the Diamond 
Jubilee celebrations of HMAS ALBATROSS and the Fleet 
Air Arm.  I was particularly pleased to be contacted recently 
by Commander Ted Wynberg who will be posting into a 
Reserves billet to act as coordinator for the FAA 60th anni-
versary.  Ted, an RANHFV veteran, and a former Com-
mander Air and OIC Historic Flight, has extensive experi-
ence in major events and ceremonial planning and he is 
well known across Defence for his outcomes-driven ap-
proach. 
An important facet of the 60th anniversary celebrations will 
be participation by the RAN Historic Flight in lead-up events 
during the year and at the major Navy air show in October 
2008.  By the end of 2007 some significant decisions will 
have been announced and actions taken to reinvigorate the 
Historic Flight and the Flight members are enthusiastically 
looking forward to those challenges. 
With the impending FAA Association Federal Council and 
elections due in late October, I will take this opportunity now 
to wish the delegates safe travelling and an enjoyable 
‘homecoming’, and I trust that the meeting will be success-
ful.  I will be absent at that time, flying the flag at the RAAF 
Edinburgh Air Show in South Australia, and fortunately I 
have delegated the Museum Technical Curator, Ian Chorl-
ton, and Margot Napier our Resources Officer to give a 
presentation to the Federal Council.  They will be making an 
announcement that I am sure will be welcomed by all FAA 
Association members. 
 
              TERRY HETHERINGTON 
              MANAGER  
              FLEET AIR ARM MUSEUM 
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 The Commanding Officer of ‘Albatross’ , Captain Bob 
Morrison invited  a large contingent of ex service personnel 
from all groups to share with him and the Ship’s Company 
of Albatross light refreshments and ‘Colours Ceremony’ to 
celebrate  the depot’s 59th Anniversary. A large contingent 
came and along with many of the Ship’s Company reflected 
on the years gone past and what the future may bring.In the 
assembled group there were four past Captains of Alba-
tross and they in conjunction with the present Captain anf 
the youngest sailor on board performed the ‘Cutting the 
Cake’ ceremony ,(its traditional that the Captain and the 
youngest sailor perform this duty and in this case he got 
some assistance from four others). 

  

 59th Birthday Anniversary for HMAS Albatross 

           Captain Morrison 

The “ Cake” 
 Some of the gathering 

Even a ‘chippy’ made it ! 

  All eyes and ears ( except one) 
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If but only !! At his age he still gets into it—’Nobby’ and 
the Captain. 

Some visitors and some of the ‘staff’, for 
those who haven’t been near the new Navy  
take note of the uniforms ( old 2A’s but with 
epaulets and lots of badges). 

  Colours in the Victualling yard with the 
guests looking on from under cover—protecting 
them from the elements.( OH & S we presume) 

Not the MAA but his new counterpart, the ‘Depot War-
rant Officer’ Garry Bromley explains some points to RSL 
members John McCaskill and Karen Horsbough. 

Not much hair between the two of them !! 

     The photographs were provided by the Photographic 
Section, HMAS Albatross and were taken by Able Seaman 
Photographer Brenton Friend. 
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Demise of “Jack Tar” 
 
 The traditional male sailor was not defined by his looks. 
He was defined by his attitude; his name was Jack Tar. He 
was a happy go lucky sort of a bloke; he took the good 
times with the bad. He didn’t cry victimization, bastardiza-
tion, discrimination or for his mum when things didn’t go his 
way. He took responsibility for his own, sometimes, self-
destructive actions. He loved a laugh at anything or any-
body. Rank, gender, race, creed or behaviour, it didn't mat-
ter to Jack, he would take the piss out of anyone, including 
himself. If someone took it out of him he didn’t get offended; 
it was a natural part of life. If he offended someone else, so 
be it. Free from many of the rules of polite society, Jacks 
manners were somewhat rough. His ability to swear was 
legendary. He would stand up for his mates. Jack was ex-
travagant with his support to those he thought needed it He 
may have been right or wrong, but that didn’t matter. Jacks 
mate was one of the luckiest people alive. 
 
Jack loved women. He loved to chase them to the ends of 
the earth and sometimes he even caught one. (Less often 
than he would have you believe though) His tales of the 
chase and its conclusion win or lose, is the stuff of legends.  
Jacks favourite drink was beer, and he could drink it like a 
fish. His actions when inebriated would, on occasion, land 
him in trouble. But, he took it on the chin, did his punish-
ment and then went and did it all again.  
 
Jack loved his job.  He took an immense pride in what he 
did. His radar was always the best in the fleet. His engines 
always worked better than anyone else’s. His eyes could 
spot a contact before anyone else’s and shoot at it first. It 
was a matter of personal pride. Jack was the consummate 
professional when he was at work and sober.  
 
He was a bit like a mischievous child. He had a gleam in his 
eye and a larger than life outlook. 
He was as rough as guts. You had to be pig headed and 
thick skinned to survive. He worked hard and played hard. 
His masters tut-tutted at some of his more exuberant ex-
pressions of joie de vivre, and the occasional bout of num-
ber 9’s or stoppage of leave let him know where his limits 
were.  
The late 20th Century and on, has seen the demise of Jack. 
The workplace no longer echoes with ribald comment and 
bawdy tales. Someone is sure to take offence. Where as, 
those stories of daring do and ingenuity in the face of adver-
sity, usually whilst pissed, lack the audacity of the past. A 
wicked sense of humour is now a liability, rather than a ne-
cessity.  
Jack has been socially engineered out of existence. What 
was once normal is now offensive. Denting someone else’s 
over inflated opinion of their own self worth is now a crime.  
And so a culture dies...  

A worrying feeling : 
 

 The day would soon arrive when I could not ignore 
the rash. I was obviously ill and so I called on Doctor Nash. 
This standard consultation would adjudicate my fate. I 
walked into his surgery and gave it to him straight: 
`Doc, I wonder if you might explain this allergy of mine, I get 
these pins and needles running up and down my spine. 
From there, across my body, I will suddenly extend - My 
neck will feel a shiver and the hairs will stand on end. And 
then there is the symptom that only a man can fear. A chok-
ing in the throat, and the crying of a tear. 
'Well, the Doctor scratched his melon with a rather worried 
look. His furrowed brow suggested that the news to come 
was crook. 
'What is it Doc?' I motioned. 'Have I got a rare disease? I'm 
man enough to cop it sweet, so give it to me, please.  
''I'm not too sure,' he answered, in a puzzled kind of way.' 
You've got some kind of fever, but it's hard for me to say. 
When is it that you feel this most peculiar condition? 
'I thought for just a moment, then I gave him my position: 
'I get it when I'm standing in an Anzac Day parade, And I 
get it when the anthem of our native land is played, And I 
get it when Meninga makes a Kiwi-crunching run, And when 
Border grits his teeth to score a really gutsy ton. I got it 
back in '91 when Farr-Jones held the Cup, And I got it when 
Japan was stormed by Better Loosen Up. I get it when Ban-
jo takes me down the Snowy River, And Matilda sends me 
waltzing with a billy-boiling shiver. It hit me hard when Syd-
ney was awarded the Games, And I get it when I see our 
farmers fighting for their names. It flattened me when Ber-
trand raised the boxing kangaroo, And when Perkins 
smashed the record, well, the rashes were true blue. So tell 
me, Doc,' I questioned. 'Am I really gonna die? 
'He broke into a smile before he looked me in the eye. As 
he fumbled with his stethoscope and pushed it out of reach, 
He wiped away a tear and then he gave me this stirring 
speech 
‘From the beaches here in Queensland to the sweeping 
shores of Broome, On the Harbour banks of Sydney where 
the waratah's in bloom. From Uluru at sunset to the Mighty 
Tasman Sea, In the Adelaide cathedrals, at the roaring 
MCG. From the Great Australian Bight up to the Gulf of 
Carpentaria, The medical profession call it "green and gold 
malaria". But forget about the text books, son, the truth I 
shouldn't hide. The rash that you've contracted here is 
"good old Aussie pride". I'm afraid that you were born with it 
and one thing is for sure - You'll die with it, young man, 
because there isn't any cure. 

 
“ An ailment most of us have to see the doctor about at 
one time or another “ 
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What a time it was : 
    The photo here is of a 1951 Bright Red Vauxhall 
Velox Tourer, 6 cylinder, one of the first batch to be made 
by Holden Australia in their Pagewood factory in Sydney, 
fortunately all parts were interchangeable with Holden ex-
cept for the Knee Action front shock absorbers. 
 

This car was the first ever to be owned by the present Sec-
retary and was bought from Boyded Motors Kings Cross 
Sydney in Nov 1952 and kept for three years.  
  Whilst on 805 Sqn July 54 to July 55, the car developed 
a light engine knock, so after some consultation with a cou-
ple of NAME’s, Harry Bell and John Robson to name a cou-
ple, it was decided to give the engine a complete check 
over. The motor was taken out and totally stripped and so 
began a total rebuild even to the extent that “Cord” rings 
were suggested, anyone knowing anything about “Cords” 
would know that an extra machined ring groove was re-
quired to do this. 
 
 Anyhow after this extensive work over the engine was re-
built and ready for trial start. When the moment arrived and 
started up, low and behold the annoying knock was still 
there. After much discussion and further investigation the 
noise was finally found out to be coming from the 6 rubber 
grommets holding the Harmonic Balancer on to the Crank 
Shaft, 6 Brass Grommets were made and this cured the 
problem, I have to admit the re-build was a credit to the 
guys who did it, a great success, never missed a beat for 
the remainder of the time I had the vehicle. 
 
Some members may remember this car, especially Ron 
Powell (remember J.B) and Tom Henry, we made many 
Leave trips home to Ipswich.  
 
My last vehicle on paying off was a 2-5 Litre Riley a beauti-
ful car to drive, wish I still had it. 
 
               Trevor ( Snow ) Tite 

Social Outing report from Qld  

 
 

Bob McBride, Garry Reid, Rex Day, Mick Blair, Swampy 
marsh and Peter McDonald 

Some of the group huddled in the shed 

Jan & Paddy Williamson 

Lorraine & Snow Tite 
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    I attended the 59th Birthday of HMAS Albatross on 
31st August and it was great to see that morale and camara-
derie under the livewire CO, Captain Bob Morrison, is alive 
and well. The celebrations consisted of morning tea and a 
ceremonial colours and it was great to see the assembly of 
old friends – one of whom I had not seen since service in 
the second HMAS Swan in 1957! 
 
     The planning for the 60th Anniversary of the Fleet Air 
Arm is well under way and receiving strong support from all 
levels of Navy. CO Albatross has appointed Commander 
Ted Wynberg, who is well known to many of us, as project 
officer and he is tackling this task with his usual energy and 
enthusiasm. It is expected that the Reunion will run from 
Wednesday 22nd to Sunday 26th October 2008 and there 
will be Air Days on both Saturday and Sunday. Other Na-
vies have been invited, but, no indication yet of acceptance 
or otherwise. We are also inviting US Army Aviation to mark 
the unique cooperation with the Helicopter Flight Vietnam. 
There will also be a large number of sub-reunions of groups 
such as the Handlers, Safety Equipment, US Trained Air-
crew etc, etc! All in all it should be a great occasion and 
great fun! One word of warning – accommodation in Nowra 
is already being heavily booked!! 
 
     I was delighted to forward a Certificate of Merit to Geoff 
Litchfield on his retirement, after long and dedicated ser-
vice, as Secretary of the Victorian Division. Geoff, who was 
an absolutely outstanding pilot, provided an excellent exam-
ple of the camaraderie of the Fleet Air Arm and I hope that 
he will still be able to keep in touch with us all! 
 
      My goal of recruiting new members has had some suc-
cess, but, we can do more! I still keep meeting ex Fleet Air 
Arm friends who confess, usually with some embarrass-
ment, that they have not yet joined the Association! The 
forthcoming 60th Birthday should be a great recruiting incen-
tive to bring as many as possible of our old mates into the 
fold!! 
 
      My best wishes to all and I look forward to seeing you at 
this year’s AGM on Saturday 27th October 2007. 
 
          David Farthing 

NATIONAL 
PRESIDENT’S 

REPORT 
   
 
  Since returning from an extended overseas holiday with 
lots of sea time, there has been a great deal of activity in 
and around National HQs. With the rebirth of the Museum, 
we were able to make a start at getting the shared National/
NSW Division Office back to a habitable condition.. There's 
a long way to go yet, but at least it's now possible to reach 
the previously little used computer, without having the phys-
ical capabilities of a mountain goat. Little used though it 
may have been during the past three years, the good news 
is that it still performs quite satisfactorily when it is required, 
despite the massive series of disruptions and physical haz-
ards to which it has been exposed. Hopefully this happy 
state of affairs will continue, or at least until the forthcoming 
changing of the guard in a few weeks time.  
  
New shelving has been installed in the Office, and this will 
facilitate the return of past and Master copies of Slipstream, 
which were spirited away many months ago without warning 
or authority by persons from whom a little more courte-
sy might have been expected, The primary need now is for 
a permanent on-site toilet block. 
  
The way in which the National Membership Data-Base is 
managed has changed considerably during my period as 
Secretary. After 3 years of deliberately changing from the 
vintage snail mail system, it is certainly more immediate 
now, but it is by no means perfect, and indeed has disad-
vantages, one being that the hoped-for 'standardisation' 
between Divisions doesn't always work out. However, by 
effectively carrying out a huge percentage of FAAAA busi-
ness via the Net, other unforeseen negatives have sur-
faced. Primarily the sheer volume of Net correspondence is 
quite staggering at times, and with the erstwhile cumber-
some tasks of writing letters, addressing envelopes and 
sticking stamps on them now relegated, no-one seems to 
hesitate for a single second in banging off a complaint, an 
opinion, or some flippant idea at the drop of a hat.  
  
This is my last piece for Slipstream, and I'll be moving on at 
the AGM with no regrets. Thanks to everyone who helped 
when I really needed it, too many to name but especially 
Mike, Greg, Denis and Jim at HQs, and also my Nat Exec 
colleagues and the many who helped with the Slipstream 
post out.  

Adieu. 
 
                                                            Tom McDonald 

NATIONAL 
SECRETARY’S 

REPORT 
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  Boy, I’ve only just made it this time. 
The deadline is tomorrow! Hullo to eve-
ryone around Australia. We’re having a 2nd lot of rain now 
which eases the pressure to some extent. It seems to have 
been no time since last Slipstream, but some exciting things 
have happened over the past few weeks. 
 
I had a call from Rosemary Malvern, who I didn’t know, 
wanting to contact Ben Matthews. The story unfolded to the 
effect that she & husband, Barry, had visited Chuck Smiley 
in San Diego earlier this year. Ben also visited Chuck, and 
Ben arranged for a plaque  for Chuck to be fitted to the Wall 
of Service. So, I contacted Greg who promptly sent me a 
photo of the Plaque (so quick that the email still had wet 
ink). Ben had forwarded to Chuck the pic.as well. I sent 
Chuck a letter and copies of Slipstream and my “local” 
newsletter. This has resulted in Chuck being in the process 
of joining our Division. We recalled he and son flying in 
Gliders with us. I told him about when I last saw him-on TV 
in UK when he’d picked up the Apollo Crew and landed 
them on the US Carrier-I was with some people –Knights of 
the Realm-and said “ There’s Chuck!” Well, they all fell 
about and were amazed that I knew him. Chuck has been 
very much involved in establishing the USS Midway as a 
Museum in San Diego with aircraft and he tells me they get 
700,000 visitors pa! There is a photo of him manning the 
paint broom! I will ask him to do a run down for Slipstream. 
 

 
 The next exciting affair happened when I finally got the Ok 
to go on Board the USS Kitty Hawk in Brisbane with 5 of our 
members! It took a week of emails and phone calls, then, at 
the last minute, I prayed and within seconds, the phone call 
came (at 1030am) to get my crew together and be there by 
1300! And we did it and when we got there , through all of  

the security and mirrors under the car bit, who should be 
there but Barry Crowe, as standby driver for any of the USN 
Brass, so he came on with us. Finally we were: self, Mick 
Blair, Paddy Williamson, Ray Murrell, Lindsay MacDonald, 
Ian Henderson and Barry Crowe. A young Lt.jg helicopter 
Pilot acted as our guide and we all enjoyed the time there. 
The Flight Deck is 4.5 acres in area and there were 75 or so 
aircraft on deck including F18’s,Super F18’s, Intruders,  
etc,. Chris, our guide, after a few minutes, remarked that it 
was obvious that we knew more about the Flight Deck ops 
than he did and would we mind if he asked us questions at 
odd times! So, all the effort I put in trying to get on the USS 
Ronald Reagan paid off. Now, I’ve been given all of the 
necessary contacts to use when another big machine 
comes in. 

 
 Ken Hegarty has sent me some photos of a “duel” be-
tween RAAF and Navy in our early days, , and Fireflies 
were up against the Mustang. Navy won, much to RAAF 
displeasure. The Aircraft were flown over to Canberra. I’ll try 
to attach them. 

QUEENSLAND DIVISION 

Flight Deck Mob 

Sea Fury’s and Firefly’s at Canberra    1948 
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 However, ‘tis time to go-actually. I’m off to a CASA seminar 
at Maroochydore Airport in ½ hour-free drink(!!) and nibbles 
included. Should be fun. It’s good to catch up with aviation 
friends occasionally. 

 

 

 
 
Best wishes to everyone from the Queensland “Squadron”. 
Barry Lister 

 James Buchanan was invited on board the USS Kitty 
Hawk where the US Navy Attaché, Capt. Bill Dooris, pre-
sented him with the US Navy Commendation Medal for life-
saving at sea. It was awarded in 1969 after the USS Frank 
E. Evans disaster. He was Mirror Control Officer at the time 
& helped survivors onto the Flight Deck before going onto 
the aft part of the wreckage searching compartments for 
other survivors. He was able to take his daughter onto the 
Kitty Hawk and was looked after for 4 hours or so. Great 
stuff. He has now also been awarded the Pingat Jasa Ma-
laysia Medal and the Australian Defence medal.  

John and Ros. Crawley recently visited us and John now  
also has been in contact with Chuck Smiley. JC recently 
retired and they are looking at Motor Homes as a diversion! 
We had a pleasant weekend and were sorry to see them 
go. 
 
We were all sad to hear that Ada Melville has passed away, 
and also Bob Peacock. We went to his funeral on Bribie 
Island last week. Our thoughts are with all of you and your 
families.  
 
We had a nice day at Cleveland RSL on 12 August-about 
25 or so came along. Good to see Flossie Nugent there, 
and Chicka and Colleen Hawkins came up from NSW. It 
was good company and we all had a fun day. The food was 
good and our raffle went well-Joanne Hartnett was a double 
hitter! Quite a few were unable to get there, but we had a 
drink or two for absent friends! Arthur Johnson recently 
went to Oshkosh-sad to see the Mustang crash –I got the 
video clip and it was horrifying and over in a few seconds! 
He reckoned staying in a motor home with 3 others was a 
bit grim! His Auster is going well. Must be time for a visit! 
 
Ian and Florence Henderson have been back to the outback 
where they have been painting a house belonging to their 
daughter and her husband. Ray & Barbara Murrell are off to 
the UK in October-hope they get reasonable weather. 
 
I’m sure there’s more to be told-I always remember some 
details after the door closes! 

Barry Crowe  with the ‘big fan’ 

Crew on the Kitty Hawk 

My wish list   - B L 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

three members were attending but I think the ‘flu’ caught up 
with some as only 26 member and their guests finally 
turned up for the outing. 

  
 Talking about outings, you have to be a bit careful on the 
roads over here as sometimes you have to share with some 
unexpected ‘vehicles’. Perhaps they don’t take up too much 
room but the acceleration rate is better than your normal 
motorist. 
  
  Dinsley and Junice Cooper have decided to have a BBQ 
or Weber roast at their house in October (I will have to  
  
get an account from someone attending as I will not be 
available). November will see a Committee and wives night 
at the local hotel and December is our Xmas dinner – that 
makes the year pass rapidly !! In January we have our 
‘Picnic in the Park’ and as yet February has no planned 
event but that may change, and then it is time again for the 
AGM in March. 
 
 There are a few members on the sick list and we wish 
them a speedy recovery, 
   
                        Ian Laidler 

 
Greetings all from South Australia 
 
  The start to this season has been good to most South 
Australian rural areas, rains have been plentiful and the 
farmers have been able to sow their crops. Unfortunately 
the follow up rains that were essential have failed to arrive 
and it looks as if they may be in trouble again. 
 
 A warm welcome has been extended to Rear Admiral 
Kevin Scarce, AO CSC RANR, on taking up his appoint-
ment as the new Governor of South Australia. He has re-
placed the outgoing Governor, Her Excellency, Mrs Marjorie 
Jackson-Nelson. 
 
 Earlier this year, my daughter decided to experience first 
hand the ‘Kokoda track. The first six days went well and 
then the pain of the trek set in, along with the tiredness. She 
had arranged for a porter to carry her (backpack at an extra 
expense) and says it’s the only way to go. A couple of elder 
guys (60 plus) who did not have porters had to retire early. 
They were back in Port Moresby for the Anzac Day dawn 
service at the Bomana War Cemetery. A very moving ser-
vice and the headstones were brightly lit with floodlights. 
The whole trip was a wonderful success and one she will 
always remember. 
 
 Our association meetings which had been conducted at 
the Kilburn RSL Club on a Friday night have come to a 
close.  We could have changed to a Saturday Afternoon but 
that would have been difficult with no separate room to con-
duct a meeting in amidst the crowd. After looking hard for a 
new venue we have decided to return to our old haunt the 
’Airport Club’. A bit difficult as the Airport club is no longer, 
they use the Bowling Club but still retain an office over the 
road. Those that attended the new venue at the Bowling 
Club agreed that we should hold more of our meetings 
there. A meal and drinks can be obtained at a realistic price 
and the venue hire is as cheap as you can get . 
 
 The social side of things is moving along nicely. On the 
26th August we had a guided tour of the Aviation Museum at 
Port Adelaide and then followed a nice chicken and salad 
dinner. This was to coincide with the FAA’s birthday. We 
had the use of two guides to keep us informed about the 
aircraft (including a Sea Venom and a Wessex) on display 
and the progress of the Museum in general. Initially thirty  
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NSW DIVISION 

Prizes will be :  

     1st -prize       
     Painting       ‘BEYOND DREAMING  —Shoalhaven 
Country    A  framed painting   720mm x 580 mm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2nd prize -       
  Painting    ‘GLORY DAYS’  - Sea Fury RAN 
A framed painting  510mm x 850 mm. 
 
3rd prize -  
 Sound System 
 
  All prizes will be notified personally , in the South Coast 
Register and they will be delivered. Third prize if because of 
logistical reason is not practical to deliver it a cash voucher 
for the amount on a local store will be provided. 
  
 Because of changes to the administration of the ‘Wall of 
Service’ we are adding another member to our Committee, 
‘The Administrator of the Wall of Service’. This will keep the 
financial aspect of the new arrangements in order and keep 
the auditors happy. 
   
 We seem to have had a string of hospital cases lately, 
rumour has it that they are running out of ‘right knees’ so 
until the stock is replenished you can only get a left one. 
Must be the pressure of those greedy souls having two at 
once.  
                       Greg Wise 

  
 Time as usual seems to race by, not long ago thought of 
the next major reunion were just that, thoughts and now we 
are laying out the basic groundwork for the itinneries. Ac-
commodation is already feeling the pinch, I know of at least 
one establishment that has been completely booked and a 
lot of others have bookings as well. The navy are putting 
some long ones’ in this time and there would seem to be 
two flying days  so that will get some fumes in the air  for 
the petrol heads to sniff.  
 
 Progress on the White Ensign Club is still ongoing ( and 
will be for ever) we are looking at getting some cover from 
the sun over the outside deck , we have received a portable 
’loo’ from a very helpful source and after a couple of minor 
modifications to cater for the aging population that is now 
fully functional. Our office space has been redesigned and 
the internal racks constructed, the cleaners have been put 
through a lot of dead wood and now it shows as a place of 
order . The Secretaries can even get in and find things as 
well all the Slipstream archives are now being returned. 
 
 The next major project is the Annual Dinner ( 27th Octo-
ber 2007), this year we will be holding it at the Bomaderry 
Bowling Club in the afternoon after the AGM at the Muse-
um. Kick off at 1230 for 1300 , dress will be clean casual 
and the price per ticket will be the usual $25. drinks will be 
the usual $1, with soft drinks free and there will be 10-12 
lucky door prizes. For bookings get in touch with any of the 
Committee or Phil Robinson on 44485157 or by email at  
philrob@shoal.net.au. 
 
 A large contingent of Clubs and Associations attended a 
‘morning tea’ at HMAS Albatross  on the 31st August to 
commemorate the 59th Anniversary of the commissioning 
of HMAS Albatross -  A  pleasant morning and a gathering 
of some fairly rustic gentlemen were present. There were  
three ex CO’s of the depot present  and they in the compa-
ny of Able Seaman Robert Swift cut the cake. (tradition has 
it that the youngest sailor and the captain performs this 
task, he had two Commodores and a Rear Admiral to help 
him and I bet he remembers that day for the rest of his life). 
 After a cup of coffee, a bit of a ’yak ’, a biscuit or two and 
a piece of birthday cake a symbolic ‘raising of the Ensign’ 
was carried out by the Albatross Guard and Sailors. 
 
  Our next raffle has been put together and once again our 
Honorary Member John Downton has done himself proud. 
The paintings for this raffle are as usual outstanding and we 
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VICTORIA 
DIVISION 

  Spring is sprung, the grass is riss, I wonder where the 
BIRDIE’s is. 
 
Well on Saturday 25th of August some 27 of the Victorian 
Division spent a most enjoyable evening at the Western 
Port Motor Inn, Hastings. On Sunday the 26th we made our 
annual pilgrimage to Cerberus for a Commemorative ser-
vice at the Anglican Chapel. 
 
Saturday started early at the local pub where we had lunch 
& several ales & told the usual stories, most of which were 
repeats of previous years. Still good for a laugh though. 
Cocktail hour started back at the motel with John Champion 
showing his upbringing by bringing along his own cardboard 
cask of red plonk. At least the Secretary showed some 
class by having a few cans of “Guinness”. 

Treasurer & President in deep thought !! 

You name’m,  you’ve won’em. 

 Sunday started off pretty average but by 1100 the sun 
was & & it was a glorious day. 
 
The Anglican Chaplain was Jason Wright, an ex “RP”. He 
had a personal interest in the service. His Grandfather was 
Ron Breardon, ex birdie & member of the Association. Ja-
son organised & conducted an excellent service both within 
the church & later at the FAA plaque. We were also fortu-
nate to have available to us a RAN bandy to play the Last 
Post/Reveille. His rendition was as good as you would have 
heard anywhere. One of our new members is Lawrie Styles, 
who is also an Anglican minister. He assisted Jason in con-
ducting the service. Well done Lawrie. 
After the service we all made our way back to the WOSSM. 
There we had an enjoyable few hours with more ales & lots 
of guffawing. Several of the ladies had a few gins just to be 
sociable. 
At this time we became a tad formal. The President pre-
sented Geoff Litchfield with his Diploma of Merit for out-
standing service to the Division. Well done Geoff & congrat-
ulations from all members. 
 
 

 

Formalities first then a drink ! 
                    Peter Barnes 
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“No said his friend” 
“well said the bloke, I married one “  
That was from Geoff—NOT  ME ! 
 Well folks all for now, I’ll be getting this away before Mr 
Wise gets on my hammer. 
Cheers from all in the Apple Isle. 
   Matt  (Jake ) Jacobs 
PS : We had a visit from the National Vice President of the 
FAAAofA all the way from WA especially to attend our 
AGM. It appears that this is his policy to attend all these 
meetings in all states.  

 Welcome from Jake, 
             Its that time again to tell of many 
things, to begin with the Tasmanian Division had its AGM 
on the 26th August with some major changes. 
 Namely:  
 President / Treasurer     -  Alan (Tas) Browning 
 Vice President                -  Les Kube 
 Secretary                        -  Geoff Singline 
 Scribe (still)                    -  Matt (Jake) Jacobs 
 We welcome onboard the new executive and thank the 
old  one for their time and effort displayed whilst in office. 
 Ron Melville’s wife Ada passed away recently and we all 
extend our sympathy to Ron and his family for their loss. He 
is a good staunch member and shipmate and we wish him 
well as with his family. 
 You have no doubt heard by all the media reports of Geoff 
Singline getting his payout of $1.2 million compensation in 
relation to the ‘Voyager—Melbourne’ collision.  It has taken 
a long time and I am sure a lot of people are relieved . 
Geoff is a good mate and it has been a very trying time for 
him and the witnesses on his behalf. His one wish out of the 
outcome is for it to give hope to others with the same claim 
for that disaster. Now he is living in hope that the Common-
wealth / Navy do not appeal the decision , thus prolonging 
the whole drama so much further. Our wish too now that it 
is over for Geoff please god let it rest—it has been extreme-
ly traumatic. 
 From our ‘Grey Nomads’, the Simpson's. Had a phone 
call from Barry back in July saying that he and Roma were 
embarking on a trip across the Nullabor to WA , then further 
North. While there they intended to look up old acquaintanc-
es of those days oh so long ago. Barry said they hope to be 
home by Xmas. 
Small world! Just recently a good friend of mine and his wife 
were caravanning in far North Queensland and came 
across a bloke and his wife and became quite friendly. On 
noticing the Tasmanian registration plates on his vehicle he 
mentioned he had an old navy mate living in  a place called 
‘Blackwall’ on the Tamar river. Just so happens he does 
know me and we are good friends and we live about 1Km 
apart. The ex navy mate is Bob Dobbin, now retired and 
living on the road. He came from Bendigo originally. Bob 
and I were good mates and although we haven’t seen each 
other for 50 years or so we still remember. 
 Here is one from Geoff Singline : 
One bloke asked another “have you ever seen a block of 
ice with a hole in it ?” 

TASMANIAN DIVISION 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Its been a sad period for us losing  
one of our Life -Members and founding members in Hilton 
(John) Devereux ,as well  Theo Bush-Jones our welfare 
officer also attended the funeral of former Aircraft Handler 
Terry Donavan and a very well known personality to most 
“Birdies” Ron “Gabby” Hayes has been hospitalised for 
some time. 
On a more cheerful note and life must go on, we held our 
once a year meeting at the Rockingham RSL in June and it 
as usual went very well and a BBQ afterwards completed 
the day. We welcomed three interstate visitors in Brian & 
Beth Simpson and Barry Washbrook all “banana benders”, 
who had been travelling around this great continent of ours. 
  Its always good to catch up with old friends and discov-
ering what they have done since the old “Pussers” days. 
  We held a BBQ  thanks to Peter and Karin Welsh our 
gracious hosts to display and seek temporary homes for 
Divisional memorabilia that Peter had been holding and  
now that they are preparing to return East we needed to 
find homes for. Quite a lot of photo’s and small items were 
taken the remaining items after  being photographed will be 
offered to the Fleet Air Arm Museum.  

John Selsmark pondering his selection of memorabilia. 
        Keith (Squizzy) Taylor, Scribe 

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN 
DIVISION 
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Augusta Westland 109E : 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Royal Australian Navy Selects The A109 Power For Training 
Augusta Westland and Linfox are proud to announce that the Royal Australian Navy (RAN) has chosen the A109 Power light 
twin helicopter to provide its aircrew with improved training capabilities. Three helicopters will be dedicated to operational 
conversion training for air crew transitioning from the AS350 Squirrel to the heavier Sea King, Seahawk and Seasprite air-
craft. The aircraft will also be used for training pilots to perform ship-borne operations. The helicopters will be leased by Ray-
theon Australia to the Royal Australian Navy who will use the aircraft at HMAS Albatross, Nowra, New South Wales, under a 
four-year contract.  
     
 
 NH90 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Australian Minister of Defence said this MRH90 acquisition was worth A$2 billion and will allow the Australian Armed Forces 
to replace both ageing Sea King and Black Hawk helicopters. Australia confirms a status of NH90 privileged partner with a 
total now of 46 NH90. The twin-engine, medium-lift MRH90 is the Australian version of the NH90 and it will be equipped with 
full glass cockpit, fly-by-wire control system and an advanced Automatic Flight Control System together with state-of-the-art 
communication, navigation and mission equipment. The two wide sliding cargo doors and a rear ramp provide high flexibility 
for powerful reaction operations. MRH troop lift helicopters will provide opportunities for joint fleet management. These bene-
fits include greater operational flexibility and efficiency through common operational, training and logistic systems and a capa-
bility to rotate personnel, aircraft, spare parts and role-specific equipment between troop lift, special operations and maritime 
support commitments.  
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 FAAA of Australia web site: http://www.faaaa.asn.au 
 

Members' E-mail Directory  
 

 
FLEET AIR ARM                  WALL of SERVICE 
 
  These are the latest plaques fitted to the wall  and as 
each order is processed and plaques fitted they will be 
acknowledged in this column. Orders are placed with the 
foundry in groups  so as to keep the price structure within 
reason and the paperwork under control and thus there will 
be some delay between you placing an order and the final 
end result ( the plaque mounted on the Wall). 
 
  If anyone requires a copy of their plaque an electronic 
reproduction of the proof from the foundry can be obtained 
by contacting the NSW Division Administrator of the project 
and he will organize it for you or your family. 
 
       Please ensure that your details are PRINTED 
CLEARLY on your application form. It is very hard to cor-
rect an error once  the bronze has been cast.    
 
 Application forms are available from the Administrator, on 
the front desk at the Fleet Air Arm Museum, The Fleet Air 
Arm Web site (http://www.faaaa.asn.au ) or, if you contact 

your State Secretary he will be able to organize one for you 
or any other ex FAA personnel . Suppliers of the forms, 

when you give them the application form you might suggest  
membership for this association as well. All states can ac-
commodate new members and then they would only have 

to write out one cheque.  
     
    
 You will see by the number of plaques fitted since the last 
magazine that progress is good, there will always  be a 
pause or two over the Xmas period as logistics( holidays 
that we all have to have) will govern the production.  The 
back page of this issue has a photographic record of the 
actual plaques recently affixed to the Wall . If a group ( old 
class or similar ) wish to have their plaques fitted alongside 
each other get together And submit the group as a ‘parcel’ 
and they will be kept together otherwise all plaques are 
placed on the Wall in the order that the application is re-
ceived. There are quite a few smaller groups and family 
members already together on the Wall. 
  
 The Administrator 
    WO Warren 
    PO Box 7115  
    Naval Post Office  
    Nowra Hill    2540 
    Ian.warren@defence.gov.au 

        
             Latest plaques fitted to the ‘Wall’ 

GREEN 
MARTIN 
BATTLE 

HUSBAND 
PUKALLUS 

DUKES 
McINERNEY 

RAE 
ZUCH 

DANIELS 
COUPLAND 
BRENNAN 

BURGGRAAFF 
KENNEDY 

WALTER      BEM 
TUCK 

TUCKETT 
TAYLOR 

WADDELL-WOOD   DFC  

  
 The pilot of this flying machine attempted to maintain his 
 altitude in a turn at 2,500 feet. This resulted in the  airplane 
entering an unprecedented manoeuvre, entailing a consid-
erable loss of height. Even with full power applied and the 
control column fully back, the pilot was unable to regain 
control. However, upon climbing from the cockpit onto the 
lower mainplane, the pilot managed to correct the machines 
altitude, and by skilful manipulation of the  flying wires suc-
cessfully side-slipped into a nearby meadow. 
 Remarks: Although, through inexperience, this pilot allowed 
his aeroplane to enter an unusual attitude, his resourceful-
ness in eventually landing without damage has earned him 
a unit citation. 
 
 Capt * * * of the Hussars, a balloon observer, unfortunately 
 allowed the spike of his full-dress helmet to impinge 
 against the envelope of his balloon. There was a violent 
 explosion and the balloon carried out a series of fantastic 
 and uncontrollable manoeuvres, while rapidly emptying 
itself of gas. The pilot was thrown clear and escaped injury 
as he was lucky enough to land on his head. 
 Remarks: This pilot was flying in full-dress uniform because 
 he was the Officer of the Day. In consequence it has been 
 recommended that pilots will not fly during periods of duty 
 as Officer of the Day. 
 
Engine Noises: Upon the detection of a knock, grind, rattle 
 or squeak, the engine should be at once stopped. Knocking 
or grinding accompanied by a squeak indicates binding and 
a lack of lubricant. 
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            FAA Association contact details 
 
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 
President : CDRE  D Farthing  DSC  RAN  (Ret’d)   
(02) 4872 3237                                      email : pennyfarthing1@aapt.net.au 
 
Secretary : Mr Tom McDonald -      PO Box 7115, Naval PO, Nowra 2540                  
(02) 4421 6719                                       email : thmcdnld@tpg.com.au 
 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
President : Mr Winston James -      19 Hilarion Road, Duncraig  WA 6023 
(08) 94477727                                    email : winstonj@bigpond.com.au 
 
Secretary : Mr Keith Taylor-       26 Hefron Street, Mount Helena WA 6082 
0895721487   0409 913252              email :   ktt59345@bigpond.net.au 
 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
President : CMDR John Siebert  RANR -    Box177, Mitcham ,SA.  5062 
  (08) 83511314                                               email : jsiebert@bigpond.com 
 
Secretary  : Mr Ian Laidler -          I Peppertree Grove, Oaklands Park, SA 5046 
(08) 83770461                                  email :   i-dlaidler@bigpond.com  
 
VICTORIA 
President : Mr Ron Christie-          15 Bianca Court , Rowville, Vic  3178        
(03) (98751554                                  email :         seafury1@bigpond.net.au 
 
Secretary : Mr Peter Barnes-   286 Ormond Road , NarreWarren South Vic 3805                                                        
               email : hellosailor@iprimus.com.au 
 
TASMANIA 
President / Treasurer : Mr Alan Browning -  8 Addison St, Devonport, Tas 7310 
(03) 64246314                                            email :tasarb@bigpond.com.au 
                                       
Secretary :  :  Mr - Geoff Singline - 38 Bonella St, Ravenswood, Tas.  7350      
(03) 63392146                                         
 
 
QUEENSLAND 
President : Mr Barry Lister -      3 Royal Close ,Regatta Pk,  Wurtulla, Qld. 4575        
(07) 54934386                        email : blister@caloundra.net 
 
Secretary : Mr Trevor Tite -         37 Miles St ,Caboolture ,Qld. 4510 
(07) 54993809                               email : trevlor@tadaust.org.au 
 
 
NEW SOUTH WALES 
President : Mr Greg Wise -         4 Bindaree St, Greenwell Point, NSW. 2540 
(02)  44471602                              email : gregwise@pacific.net.au 
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A LAST FAREWELL 

 
The Association records with regret the deaths of the 

following members, shipmates and  friends:  
 

Hilton Devereux : 31st July 2007 
Christopher Chamberlain : 3rd August 2007 

Trevor Richards : 5th August 2007 
            Peter Cox : 17th August 2007 

Bob Peacock : 22nd August 2007 
Victor Bannerman : 3rd September 2007 

Jim Welsh : 4th September 2007 
Ron Sedgwick : 7 th September 2007 

 

VALE : 
   
   
 
 
    Hilton John Devereux  
 
 
 
 25th September 1933 – 31st July 2007 
   
   Hilton Devereux passed away on the 31st July after a 
short illness. John or Dad as we mostly new him, was one 
of the founding members of the Fleet Air Arm Association 
in Western Australia. He was responsible for producing the 
Constitution that took the Association through to Incorpora-
tion. He was a former President, Committee member and a 
great mentor to new members as well as being a great and 
generous friend to all. 
 
  His funeral was well attended by WA Division members 
as well as equal numbers from his Lodge.  The Division 
passed on our sincere sympathy to his wife Norma who 
passed it on to their Grand and Great Grand children in the 
USA and all other family members. 
 
As a mark of respect to him the Division stood for a 
minutes silence at our last general meeting. R.I.P. 
 
Keith Taylor 
For The Western Australian Division of the FAAAA 

 Hilton & Norma 
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