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   FOREWORD 

 
 
 
I welcome the opportunity to provide the final Slipstream Foreword for 2008, which of course 
marks the 60

th
 anniversary of the Fleet Air Arm and HMAS ALBATROSS. This is also a unique 

pleasure for me as I have a large soft spot for the Aviation community, where I began my naval 
career as an Electrical Mechanic in Aircraft Communications. 
 
I assumed command of the Navy in July 2008, and have had the opportunity in the past six 
months to see the Fleet Air Arm in action on many occasions, including a recent ‘interesting’ trip 
via winch to the deck of the frigate, HMAS MELBOURNE, courtesy of Seahawk ‘Tiger 71’. I also 
had the privilege to review Divisions at ALBATROSS in August and attend the Fleet Air Arm Dia-
mond Jubilee anniversary celebrations in October. To all those who made the reunion activities 
and air show such a spectacular success, I offer my congratulations on a job well done. 
 
This past year has seen some challenging times for the Fleet Air Arm, particularly the cancellation 
of the Seasprite helicopter programme and the subsequent decommissioning of 805 Squadron. 
Let me assure you that the future of Navy Aviation is receiving the highest attention and I have 
every confidence that the future naval Aviation capability is extremely solid. A key to the future is 
our ‘New Generation Navy’ programme launched on 31 October. This programme will develop the 
Navy we need to successfully meet the combined challenges of future operations and personnel 
work life balance. Naval Aviation and importantly, all those men and women who serve in the 
Fleet Air Arm, are integral to the mix.  
 
Before I close, let me share that I feel enormously privileged to have had an opportunity to serve 
the Royal Australian Navy for the past 38 years and now as Chief of Navy.  My experience to date 
indicates to me that we can achieve outstanding results if we all collectively commit as a broad 
Navy family to advance the interests of our Navy in our mission of serving Australia.  
 
                     Merry Christmas and best wishes to you all for the year ahead.  
 
 
 
Russ Crane 
Vice Admiral, RAN 
Chief of Navy 
 
December 2008 
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    Deadline for articles for next 
edition is 15th March 2009.  

 

 Front cover :  

 
   Some of the ‘workers’. Phil Robinson, Greg Wise, David 
Farthing and Denis Mulvihill holding the 60th Reunion Banner 
while intrepid photographer Dick Martin operates the Associa-
tion’s digital camera. Photos in this issue came from all over and 
I thank those that provided them from Albatross Photographic  
Section to the ship’s cat. 

 

 

Vice Admiral Russ Crane, AM, CSM, RAN 

 

 

  Vice Admiral Russ Crane, AM, CSM, RAN began his naval career as a Junior Recruit at HMAS LEEUWIN in 1970, training as an 
Electrical Mechanic in aircraft communications. Following selection for officer training in 1972, he began training as a Seaman Officer 

and was awarded his bridge watchkeeping certificate in 1975 while serving in HMAS DERWENT. 

 

  Following a further posting to sea in HMAS STUART he pursued Clearance Diving as a sub specialisation, completing the Min-
ewarfare and Clearance Diving Officers Course at HMAS PENGUIN and HMS VERNON in UK during 1977. He then served in HMAS 
CURLEW and the Aircraft Carrier HMAS MELBOURNE. In 1981 after a short period in charge of Clearance Diving Team 2, he was 

posted to HMS VERNON as a Minewarfare Instructor on 2 years exchange service with the Royal Navy. 

 

  In 1983, on promotion to Lieutenant Commander, he assumed command of HMAS CURLEW. He was then posted as the Staff 
Officer Minewarfare to the Commander Australian Minewarfare and Patrol Boat Forces. He was posted to HMAS TORRENS, as the 
Executive Officer in 1988 and on completion of this appointment was promoted to Commander and posted to the Equipment Acquisi-

tion Division in Navy Office Canberra. 

 

  Vice Admiral Crane was appointed as the inaugural Project Director for the Australian Minehunter Coastal Project in 1991 before 
being selected as Commanding Officer HMAS DERWENT in 1993. He decommissioned HMAS DERWENT in August 1994 and on 
completion, was posted as the Director of the Maritime Intelligence Centre in Sydney. He was promoted to Captain in January 1996 

and appointed as the Chief Staff Officer Command and Control, Communications and Intelligence in Maritime Headquarters. 

 

  Vice Admiral Crane assumed command of HMAS SUCCESS on 24 November 1998 and was awarded the Conspicuous Service 
Medal in early 2000. He was promoted to Commodore in March 2000 and posted to Australian Defence Headquarters in Canberra as 
the Director General Intelligence, Surveillance, Reconnaissance and Electronic Warfare. He was the Commander Australian Naval 
Systems Command from October 2001 before being promoted to Rear Admiral on 1 May 2004 and assuming duties as Director Gen-
eral Coastwatch. He was subsequently appointed as Deputy Chief of Navy in June 2006 and was appointed as a Member in the Order 

of Australia in the Queen's Birthday Awards list in 2007.  

 

He was promoted to Vice Admiral and appointed Chief of Navy in July 2008. 
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QANTAS  beware: 
           No matter how much you think you may 
have been the only one , someone has always got a ‘bigger 
black dog ‘ than you. 
 In the media recently our flying kangaroo had some problems 
with an oxygen bottle going ‘bang’. Probably something like the 
Firefly in this picture. The right wing seems to have an unusual 
hole in it. 

 
  Thanks for the picture ‘Happy’ it was good to see your smil-
ing face at the reunion 

I am sorry I had to write this and send it snail mail but as I said 
to you my computer skills are very poor and I do not envisage 
improving them at any time in the near future. 
 
 Memory Test  - NAM(E) & LAM(E)  Jan 51 - Jan 57 
1 Wog Howarth     38   Bluey Devery 
2 Harry Whiteside     39  Jack Flannery 
3 Frank Aide     40  Des Crane 
4 Rick Hammond     41  Bernie Walker 
5 Bill Gault     42  Bill Rafferty 
6 Gunga Hunt     43  Stan Brown 
7 George Thompson      44  Dave Blundell 
8 Jim Napier     45  Peter Greig 
9 Snow Hall     46  Gilbert Nixon 
10 Peter Hill     47  Don Routley 
11 Ron Cole     48  Curley Davenport 
12 Des(Blinkers) Haynes   49  Fred Barnes 
13 Max Wilson     50  Ted Drinnan 
14 Merv Willers     51  Mick Wright 
15 Bill Boyd     52  Bill Dunlop 
16 Noel Austin                       53  Keith (Trunky) Shenn 
17 Mick Winnem 54  Kev Brennan 
18 John (Fagan) Grove 55  Terry Delaney 
19 Shorty Wilcox 56  Peter Penny 
20 Izzy Dybing 57  Ray Thomas 
21 Laurie Starkie 58  Noel (Fatty) Fischer 
22 Terry Anstey 59 Joe Malcolm 
23 Bernie Fry 60  Stan Corby 
24 Noel Kassulke 61  Ken Duncan 
25 Daver Carr 62  Don McCarthy 
26 Duck Kennedy 63 Don Roberts 
27 Frank McPherson 
28 Ron Jenkins 
29 Owen (Baloney) Holston 
30 Bruce (Kanga) Bounds 
31 Jimmy Hart 
32 Kevin Newley 
33 Legs Brady 
34 Phil Richardson 
35 Bill Strahan 
36 Don McCulloch 
37 John (Desert Head) Robson 
 
The above came off the top of my head before the reunion. 
Possibly one or two of the above were airframes. I did have 
Bill Kerr on the list but he informed me he was ‘Airframes’ so 
I removed him. 
The remainder of the names on the next [page were added 
at the reunion courtesy of Trevor Bolitho, Ron Pink and oth-
ers. 
64 Trevor Bolitho 
65 Ron Pink 
66 Jim Lee 
67 Jim Hawkins 
68 Clem Conlon 
69 Ron Kingsley 

Ed, 
   I have enclosed my ‘Memory Test List’ which I compiled 
before the A/E reunion in Nowra recently at the Bomaderry RSL 
Club. It comprises NAM(E) and LAM(E) rates who served during 
my first 6 year stint from January 1951 to January 1957 and I 
thought would jog a few memories. It did just that. 
 
 Names from 1 - 63 are ones I remembered , whilst  those from 
64 - 79 were extras dug out at the reunion. My apologies to Jim 
Lee, one of my ‘Best mates’ who I missed completely in my list. 
Familiarity breeds contempt I guess. 
 
 I have also included a shot  taken by ‘Kanga ‘ Bounds wife at 
the launch of Ben Patynowski’s book. This event certainly 
evoked some memories. 
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70 Vic Baugh 
71 George Mullins 
72 Ross Jeffreys 
73 Barry Lister 
74 China Lee 
75 Kevin Mansfield 
76 Warren Walters 
77 Ray Larson 
78 Pinky Bramich 
79 Brian Bosanquet 
 
I expect we have missed quite a few with some no doubt passed 
on (RIP). Some not able and well enough to attend (sorry 
fella’s). To the rest who gave us a miss and didn’t attend I reck-
on you don’t deserve a mention anyway. 
 
    Bill Strahan  

Arthur Sharland, Col Spence, Mick Stubbington, Snowy Tite,  
Greg Wise,  “Pancho” Walter, “Tiny” Warren and Cliff Weatherill 
who, though not an ex-Birdie, is still ex-Navy. 
 
There may well have been others over the three days but my 
poor old alcohol sodden brain cannot recall any more names 
and you’ll notice that, in a bid to fair, I have listed them, roughly, 
alphabetically.  And I would be remiss if I didn’t make mention of 
the fact that so many of you were accompanied by your “better 
halves”, and that was good to see. 
 
But seriously guys, I am very grateful to have been able to 
spend some “extra” time with so many of you at this stage of our 
lives, and I extend my heartfelt sympathy to those of you who 
are not travelling too well at the moment. 
 
May we all have the opportunity to do it all again in another ten 
years! 
  
                                                 Warren Walters   

A Thank You 
 
I came a long way to be at the 60th Reunion of the Fleet Air Arm 
Association and I have to tell you, it was worth every mile of it 
(sorry, the US is still in miles, not kilometres). 
 
The work that must have been put in over a long time by a great 
bunch of people, who obviously learned their great organisation-
al skills in the FAA, was phenomenal and I, for one, would like to 
say a big “Thank You” to each and every one of you for your 
contributions to a very successful celebration. 
 
Thanks, too, to the Ships Company of HMAS Albatross for all 
the work they did at the Air Show, and all the other great func-
tions, but especially during the wonderful Beat the Retreat on 
the Saturday night. 
 
The address by our President, David Farthing and the speech 
from Admiral Gilmore did my old heart good, as did, especially, 
that letter written by Lady Smith. 
My dear wife Maria was very sad to have missed the opportunity 
to meet up with so many of my friends from those days, way, 
way before her. In the last ten years or so, she has, indeed, met 
quite a number of the Queensland Division members at several 
Anzac Day marches, but she really wanted to be with me at the 
“big one” and only ill health in the family back in Awesome Ar-
kansas caused her to miss it. 
 
I was very proud to have been a part of this great occasion and 
it was a joy to say “G”day” to so many from those past glory 
days, John Arnold, Burrie Arnell, Mick Blair, Lou Burns, Jimmy 
Da Silva, Doug Eastgate, Jimmy Eagles, “Dusty” Grierson, Ted 
Goater, Ray Larson, Barry Lister, Fred Husband, Arthur John-
son, Ray Murrell, Peter Penny, “Polly” Perkins, “Debbie” Reyn-
olds, Gary Ried, Des Riordan, Brian Sargeson,  

STATION STANDING GUARD 
 

  Mention by Kim Dunstan of the VIP guard turned the clock 
back and brought to mind the Station Standing Guard. As Alba-
tross was the largest source of naval manpower in NSW it re-
ceived a number of requests for ceremonial work; rather than go 
through the working up from scratch that Kim outlined it was 
determined that Albatross would have a nucleus of drill oriented 
personnel capable of handling everything from Funeral to Royal 
Guard ceremonials. I think that I might have the dubious honour 
of being the longest serving member of that body and it came 
about like this, somewhere in early 1952.... 
 
 I was attached to the Range Assessors Department (an off-
shoot of the Ordnance Group) and the Chief Gunnery Instructor 
(Alan A’Church) was also on staff there. After learning that I had 
taken part in the guard that ‘Tross had supplied for the Opening 
of Parliament Jubilee at Canberra in 1951 he assumed that I 
was as keen on ceremonial work as himself (man was obviously 
deluded) and designated me as a permanent guardsman. So, 
whenever there was a call, the nucleus would get together and 
be expanded / contracted to meet the requirement; in the case 
of a big guard (96, plus) we would put 3 or 4 experienced men in 
with 6 – 10  reluctant volunteers in small groups and the guard  
took shape quite rapidly.  
 
 Interestingly enough, I was part of the guard for Sir William 
Slim when he first arrived in Oz – we paraded at Man ‘o War 
Steps below the Domain; I reckon that that was the first time I 
had seen the Domain (in daylight). We also did another big 
guard for him at Garden Island on Trafalgar Day in ’52 – in fact, 
it was the biggest and most “full-on” parade that Albatross did in 
my three years in the group. The Blue Jackets band was an  
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essential part of our activities and gave full measure on that day. 
 

  The entire guard (96 plus) paraded up near the Mitchell Li-

brary (after being transported to HMAS Penguin) the previous 

day and, with the band, marched down to the Cenotaph in Mar-

tin Place. Following a service there we marched back to Garden 

Island and had some lunch at HMAS Kuttabul – a brief rest and 

tidy up and then back into parade formation to march into Gar-

den Island (which had been opened to the populace as part of 

the Trafalgar Day celebrations) where we lined up along the dry 

dock. And, there we stood.......... and stood. October in Sydney 

is not the coolest place to be and it wasn’t long before the troops 

started going down – the bloke on my left wobbled, his rifle clat-

tered to the ground, he followed and smashed his face into the 

concrete – best broken nose I’d seen in years. To add to the 

interest we were called to attention, sloped arms and got ready 

to do our stuff – band started to play and........Sorry, false alarm. 

After this takes place 3 times one can be excused for being a 

little blasé but, finally The Man put in an appearance, did his 

stuff and we marched away. Back we went to Penguin and the 

bulk of the troops headed back to Nowra. About 25 -30 of us had 

been working up separately and, heading back to G.I. with the 

band, did a “Beat the Retreat” ceremony that was, undoubtedly, 

the highlight of the day. 

 I do not remember anyone who was involved either as a spec-

tator or participant being other than fulsome in their praise of this 

performance – the Guard (we’d had plenty of practice during that 

day) were absolute precision in the movements, the band never 

missed a beat and the bloke playing the tenor drum delighted 

the crowd with his stick play. Speaking for myself, I felt very 

proud to have been part of the Station Guard on that day – there 

is a very definitive feeling when a group senses that they are 

putting out their best effort and doing a job worth attention and I 

think everyone felt that aura. 

 There are other highlights from the Station Standing Guard 
that could be told.......such as Rollo Sangster and Terry Egan 
duelling across the passageway on the top of the lockers, one 
armed with a cutlass and the other with a broom handle that was 
diminishing in size by the minute, but, ......... perhaps another 
day. 

               John Clifford (“de Lacy”) 

“Wolfman” and “Toz” – Water Under The Bridge          

   It was 33 years ago that I as “Wolfman” and “Toz” first be-
came somewhat of adversaries.   
 Continuing throughout my career and even when I was living 
in Russia several years ago writing my “confession” for Slip-
stream, there were still lingering ill feelings ; and now as a result 
of the 60th Anniversary of HMAS Albatross, as the above photo 
verifies enough water had past under the bridge and we both 
can have a laugh together.   
 
On registering, I was told by a “comrade”,  
 
“He’s in there – are you going to say hello”?  
 
 At first I thought “no”, but I didn’t drive to the “Tross” all the way 
from Adelaide for another “run in” so I went to his office with my 
“olive branch”.  
  
  The “meeting” was quite cordial (much more so than at “the 
table”) and hands were shaken (not shaking) . 
 
Thanks “Toz” -  All the best in your busy retiring years. 
 

Ian ‘ Locko’ Lockett   (Wolfman) 

STOP PRESS    
 Winners of the Reunion Raffle: 
1st Prize  Regan Whitby          WA            Ticket No  2041 
2nd Prize:  Basil Nash             NSW      Ticket No  4491 
3rd Prize:   Cliff Winters           NSW      Ticket No   9641 
 
All have been notified and prizes forwarded 

Ed, 
 
I am still on 6 Dec here so I hope I make it to this edition. 
 
Hello from London 
 A couple of Association members now reside in London and 
here is a bit of  news on some activities we have been involved 
with. 
 Andrew Craig is now the Queensland Agent General in UK 
and I has retired to live in London ( for various reasons). We 
have regular meetings (lunches) in the Coal Hole just over the 
Strand from Queensland House. Recently we entertained  Jack 
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McCaffrie and wife to lunch. Chris Winterflood also passed 
through on her way home after visiting her daughter and stayed 
at the Victory Services Club ( well recommend for reasonably 
priced accommodation in London, near Marble Arch.) 
 Andrew is busy officiating at various functions around town 
including Remembrance  Day at the Australian Memorial. He 
recently attended a memorial service for HMAS Sydney organ-
ised by  the UK branch of Legacy. 

 We attended the Taranto and Falklands Night on 19 Novem-
ber in London at the Great Hall, Lincoln's Inn where we both met 
up with many old acquaintances from our exchange times with 
the Royal Navy. 
 Each year each State of Australia donates the Christmas Cake 
makings for the Chelsea Hospital and Pensioners and while it is 
not Queensland's turn we will be there to support this worthy 
cause. 
 I am writing the history of the RAN/RN helicopter instructors' 
exchange program with 705 Squadron. This program extended 
over 33 years and involved 22 Australians. The last video inter-
view is just about to be received and the production of the DVD 
can commence. The DVD will be donated to both the RN and 
RAN Museums and to all participants. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 That is all from here, I guess there are other members serving 
in the UK and we would like to catch up with them if ever they 
are in London. 
               Trevor Rieck 
                 tk_jm_rieck@yahoo.co.uk 

   
 
 
 
 
 

 
  After I left the RAN in 1962, I continued my pilot training ob-
taining a commercial license a few months later. This led to a job 
in New Guinea where I spent the next twelve months building up 
my experience, progressing my license to Airline Transport level 
and generally learning to stay alive in that tough flying environ-
ment.  
 
 By early 64, I had joined Trans Australia Airlines as a first Of-
ficer on the Fokker F27, followed by the L188 Electra then the 
Boeing 727. 
 
 In 1967, I received a command and found myself back in New 
Guinea flying DC-3s and Twin Otters based out of Port Moresby. 
  
  In 69 I took a break from flying and with my wife as First Mate 
bought a 36-foot ketch and during the next year explored the 
islands of the South Pacific, ending up in Fiji where I joined the 
national airline and spent the next six years flying a variety of 
aircraft, before moving to Canada and becoming the Director of 
Flight Operations for Trans Provincial Airlines.  
 
 Further travels took me to Tehran as a Boeing 737 Check & 
Training Captain for Iran Air and then after the fall of the Shah to 
Singapore, where I spent the next twenty years flying on Interna-
tional routes for Singapore Airlines, retiring in 1997 as a senior 
Check & Training Captain on the Boeing 747. 
 Along the journey of life, I have had three wives, raised one 
charming daughter and in 1999 suffered a heart attack. Howev-
er, thanks to a quick helicopter ride and modern medicine, I am 
still firing on all four cylinders, although I do labour a bit going up 
steep hills. 
 
 I live with my current wife Julie, in the Bay of Islands, N.Z. 
where I spend the summers aboard my trawler "Senibiau".  
 
 Volunteer activities include being Chairman of the local 200-
berth marina and aviation advisor to the Coastguard Air Patrol. 
Each winter we return to Australia and spend a couple of months 
either touring or relaxing on the Sunshine Coast, usually at 
Noosa. 

 
Ted Goater  

mailto:tk_jm_rieck@yahoo.co.uk
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REUNION WRAP-UP  
 
 The 60th Anniversary Reunion was held at Nowra on the 23rd 
to 26th October 2008, the main site venue was the White Ensign 
Club (WEC) at the Museum. 
 
 Day 1 :  
     This entailed getting all attendees to a central point and 
issuing them with all the necessary ticketing and information that 
they would need for the ensuing days. An easy process one 
would think but one major difficulty arose and that was the fact 
that Nowra had drastically changed in appearance from what so 
many remembered. A lot had not been back for 20 odd years 
and there was no by-pass through town and Kinghorne Street 
was still the main highway. Some even only found Albatross 
when they travelled down the highway and came across BTU 
Road and then of course the penny dropped. Thank goodness 
for Navman’s, Tom Tom’s and the likes. 
 
 Registrations soon turned out to be beyond expectations, so 
many just turned up who had not registered that it was almost 
beyond belief. This in turn, caused a lot  not to be able to get a 
shirt and cap as the organisers only got and extra 200 made and 
these soon went. Another major problem seemed to be that the 
‘air’ at Nowra seemed to make a lot put on weight and the shirts 
sizes that they ordered seemed to be on the small size. Ex-
changes could not be made as these were ordered and made 
from the lists of sizes provide on the registration forms and there 
wasn’t a ‘jewing firm’ on hand to rectify the matter.  

                        A few of the early birds 
 
 Roll-up was continuous and the crowds just didn’t seem to 
dwindle, perhaps it has something to do with a lot of talking and 
a few coldies. And mentioning that word, ‘coldies’ reminded a lot 
of the Northerners that the bout of inclimate weather that we 
experienced on the Wednesday didn’t go with their wardrobes. It 
was freezing and the Westerly never performed any better over 
the previous years, bringing back some old memories. The Mu-
seum sold out of every jacket and jumper that they had in stock  

and sent urgent messages to their store for more stock in case 
the cold weather stayed around. The local Lions Club set up a 
kiosk outside the Museum and they did a very brisk trade with 
hotdogs, steak sandwiches , tea and coffee. 
 
 
 Day 2 :  
 
  This was a continuation of the previous day , registrations 
taking up most of the day and along with that there were a cou-
ple of bus trips around Albatross. The depot provided a guide to 
go with each trip (WO or CPO) who answered plenty of ques-
tions as to the use of various areas nowadays. One comment 
passed by a lot was the fact that there was so much in the way 
of new buildings in evidence and that all the old ‘dongas’ had 
finally gone (not that long ago that the Last of D area was de-
molished ). 
 The only organised function on the books for the day was the 
Wardroom Cocktail Party and this was scheduled for  1800. 
Coaches were available from town and with a quick stop at the 
gate to check of on the attendance list  all went to plan. Just to 
ensure it ran smoothly the organiser (our Patron Toz) was in 
house. 
  The reports back from those that attended heaped plenty of 
praise on the staff and organisers for their effort and the evening 
went off very well. The function was fully booked and there were 
a few who had to have their monies returned as the numbers 
were over the maximum that could be catered for. 
 It seems there were some who were a little late in catching the 
coach home but all turned out okay in the long run and some 
even found time to party on a bit on return to town. 
 
 There were several mini-reunions also scheduled for various 
venues around town this evening as well. Safety Equipment / 
Photographers and Electrical branches made use of both sets of 
rooms from the two Ex Servicemen’s Club. Both of these func-
tions were very well attended and the numbers certainly pleased 
the organisers. The Armourers gathered to fire some bullets at 
the Bomaderry RSL Club and there are still windows intact. 
 
Day 3 : 
 
  The action starts to heat up, there is a lot of preparation 
around the WEC for the two following days. The logistics of 
items that had to be obtained and stowed away was almost 
daunting. Just the liquid refreshments alone amounted to half a 
fair sized truck and these came from all over the place. Cool-
rooms had to be sited and powered to keep the beer cold along 
with white wine and soft drinks and the job of calculating what 
we may need was a real crystal ball job. With the weather taking 
a back flip and looking like it was going to be hot, the red wine 
would take a back seat and beer would definitely come to the 
fore so new numbers had to be done and purchased made to 
suit. 
 The catering firm came and inspected the site and brought 
quite a bit of the gear they would need for the following two days  
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as access to the area would almost be non existent on the Sun-
day with the Air Day Spectacular that Navy was putting on. Their 
coolroom for food had to be sited  and power made available for 
that.  The area near the BBQ had only been turfed two days 
prior to this and all excess traffic had to be kept off it  and into 
the bargain it had to be watered so it was a case of walker be-
ware. 
 The security fences had to be positioned as the public could 
not be allowed access to the area as we had alcohol available 
and the security guard turned up to see just what his job entailed 
for the following days. 

                               Readying the bar area 
 
Ice boxes to hold the ‘cooling gear’ had to be obtained, luckily 
we knew some fishermen and imposed on them for a couple of 
days for both the boxes and the ice to put in them. They also 
came in handy for some rubbish boxes around the clubhouse. 
The main rubbish was controlled with skips from some local 
firms—rubbish was a large problem as there was heaps of it and 
it had to be divided into good and bad. Bad to the dump and 
good to the recyclers. 
 
 The Engines / Airframes mini reunion was conveined at the 
Bomaderry RSL from 1300 and ‘Packrat’ Parkinson was there to 
greet them and make sure they all had their tool boxes colour 
coded for tool control. 
 
 All the while this was eventuating there was the underlying 
buzz of the 60th Anniversary Dinner which was being held this 
evening in the new Shoalhaven Entertainment Centre in Nowra. 
There was a few worries in there as they had a show on that 
didn’t finish until 1330 and it left them trying to get rid of 1000 
plus ‘ankle biters’ who had been to see Dorothy  the Dinosaur. 
When our crew turned up at 1430 it was hard to believe that they 
would be able to convert this auditorium into an overgrown four 
tired dining area ready to use by 1730. We had almost 700 peo-
ple coming and it was plain daunting to see the place as it was. 
The Navy was also preparing the outside area for their rendition  
 

of ‘Beat to Quarters’ (the old Beat the Retreat) which they in-
tended holding on the grassed area immediately in front of the 
Entertainment Centre. They had plenty of fencing to do with nice 
white nylon barriers, markers to site and GI’s all over vocally 
urging the guard to better things. Time to leave and get ready ! 
 
 1700 brought the start of the influx of diners and to our amaze-
ment the inside arrangements were almost complete and brilliant 
to behold. All that was left to do for us was to put the table num-
bers on the tables and let the early birds in to find their tables 
and deposit their goods and chattels. Then off they go to the 
outside area and enjoy some pleasant company and a quiet 
drink. 

         3rd level 

     Ground floor looking towards the stage 
 
 The Beat to Quarters Ceremony that was presented by the 
Navy Guard and Band  was very well received and as if some-
one was looking down from above , as the flag was being low-
ered the overcast broke and sunshine highlighted the flag - just 
eerie and perhaps ‘VAT’ was supervising.  
 The evening went off well and we didn’t even get too many 
jokes from the emcee; the speeches were also contained. 
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 Crowds were beginning to assemble for the BBQ from 1000 
and the numbers were quite staggering; in all the caterer, (who 
had been warned there may be a few extra turn up) reckoned 
that he fed in excess of 800. This with the tally of the liquid re-
freshments consumed (free into the bargain) convinced the or-
ganisers that all must have had a good day. There were a cou-
ple of minor hiccups as the security guard (civilian firm) on the 
gate was very emphatic that there was no entry unless the bear-
er held a FAAA Registration nametag and tickets to the event. 
The problems were easily solved with a passage of a few dollars 
and some extra ticketing to cover the costs. This again was due 
to people not registering and of course upsetting the numbers 
that were catered for.  

                       Some of the revellers 
 
 Although this was not an official Air Day , the amount of flying 
due to arrivals for the following day and practice runs kept every-
body entertained. Gatherings grew and diminished as ever so 
many mini reunions took place. It was surprising just how many 
people brought photos and albums of days gone by and pro-
ceeded to point out just how much they had changed in appear-
ance over the years.  One of the highlights being the arrival of 
the tracker taxing up the taxi-way. They had worked on this for 
weeks and with some late minute hitches wondered if they 
would make the event but there it was. A quick look at the ma-
chine and out onto the runway it went, brakes on , revs up to full 
throttle and for one minute it looked as if it was going to get  
airborne. Thankfully just before brake release they retarded the 
throttles and taxied back to the hangar. The RAAF C17 came in 
to land and gave a demo beforehand, this is some large  aircraft  
and it seems that there was some small female flying it who 
gave a very eye catching display of sheer power. 
 
 Another mini reunion was also taking place, ‘Boxhead’ had the 
Handlers assembled at the Bomaderry RSL Club at 1000. This 
was to give them a chance to oil their throats before they came 
out to the BBQ later on. Saved the organisers a bit of ‘dosh’ as 
well as they didn’t get to drink too much of that free stuff at the 
BBQ -  most considerate of them. 
 
 The day had a couple of unwanted emergencies but these 

                               Some pre-dinner drinks 
 
  There was a very nice letter read by the President from Lady 
Smith  wishing everyone the best. 
 
 
Day 4 : 
 
  The Federal Council Meeting was held in the Museum and a 
large roll-up was present. Seating became almost a luxury. All 
went smoothly with the highlight being the presentation of four 
Life Membership awards. Harry Webster from WA, Barry Lister 
from Qld, Mike Heneghan and Greg Wise from NSW were pre-
sented with their badges and certificates for service to the Asso-
ciation Harry could not be present for the award and it was ac-
cepted on his behalf by Theo Bushe-Jones. 
 
 The book launch for the publication by Ben Patynowski on the 
Gannet aircraft “Submarine Hunter” was done by  Toz Dad-
swell .The launching was carried out alongside the gannet in the 
Museum on completion of the AGM . Copies were available in 
the Museum shop and are available via the web site for those 
who would like a copy.  
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handled well and gladly I can report that there were no ongoing 
complications from them. One of the persons involved asked me 
to pass on his thanks for the assistance but was not sure about 
possibly getting ‘kissed’ by Brian Carroll and Hughie Wells. 
 
The evening saw two events, the NSW Annual Dinner kicked off 
at 1800 at the Bomaderry Bowling Club and they had an attend-
ance of 160 with a lot of interstate visitors availing themselves of 
the function. This was a very congenial evening with the venue 
looking very smart, a large surprise was the cake made by the 
establishment for the occasion—it would have fed an army it 
was that large( photos are in the NSW report).  
 
The Aircrewmen gathered by Grant Jesser were accommodated  
in the Senior Sailor’s Mess at 1900 for their reunion and there 
may have been some others attached to that event as well. They 
probably stayed onboard so as they could refuel easily. 
 
 
Day 5 : 
 
 The day started at 0500, we were lucky enough to have 
‘Australia All Over’ the ABC radio show hosted by Ian ‘Macca’ 
MacNamara on site on Clarkson Oval. He was invited by the 
President and interviewed a host of locals as well as a lot of our 
members during the 5 hours presentation. 
 
 First official event for the day was the church service, quite a 
few chairs were sited in the Federation Room at the Museum , 
the minister frocked and all was ready. Then they started and 
but for the fact that no more would physically fit they would have 
kept coming. Some of us were so unlucky because of the short-
age of space we could not attend, scalpers were  probably mak-
ing a killing. 
 
The next event was the launching of a book on the history of the 
RANHFV , written by Bob Ray and  Max Speedy called “ A 
Bloody Job Well Done”, This was carried out in the Museum in 
front of one of the Iroquois that were in RANHFV colours by Ed-
die Bell. A run down on the book is also in this edition of the 
magazine. 
 
The main event as far as the Navy was concerned , their Air Day 
Spectacular which kicked off at 1000 and large numbers were 
expected from the general public. All our members had been  
catered for in the way of parking by displaying a FAAA car pass 
and getting preferential treatment. Entry charges were also ne-
gotiated and we must thank Navy for the way they looked after 
us in relation to the whole event. In the way of a thank you, a 
donation was made to the Ship’s Welfare Fund. 
  
The BBQ got into full swing and although we did not have as 
many present as on the previous day there was still a very good 
roll-up.  The weather was brilliant sunshine for the second day 
and gave all an excuse to knock back a coldie or two. 
The flying display was very entertaining and covered aircraft  

From all aspects. There was a very large static display and ab-
solutely towering over everything else was the C17. Alongside it 
on the ground really made one appreciate just how big these 
aircraft are. The following shows it in perspective to the sur-

rounding aircraft, the one on the left being a Super Constellation. 

                           A shot of the static display line 
 
There was to have been a flypast of a RAAF F18 but this was 
cancelled until some intervention from an ex birdie( now CAF) 
and when it did arrive all would have to give them one thing, 
they make a lot of noise, burn heaps of fuel and in the hands of 
a pilot like the one that arrived here was a pleasure to watch. It 
performed almost completely within the boundary of the airfield 
and must have been a handful. 
One thing was very evident over this entire period, there is never 
any shortage of paperwork and there is no way it can be done 
without a computer and a laptop is the most convenient of these. 
(A gentle hint for the next reunion committee). 
As the doors to the WEC closed and  the workers departed with 
smiles on their faces , knowing that they had done their best and 
that on a whole everything went off reasonably well, a lay day 
was called. The decision was made unanimously that no one 
would turn up the next day and the day after was plenty soon 
enough to get things straightened out. 
A wash up was called as soon as it could be arranged mainly to 
find the mistakes and omissions and tabulate them in a file for  
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future reference; something that had not been done on previous 
occasions. 
 

The following two pages are a collection of photos 
from the Reunion 

 
 
 
 
 
                          

  
         Toz and Titch both looking older 
                              

                                     At the AGM 

         Some RANHFV  members at the book launch  
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
                                

                      Armourers at the dinner 
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           The Campbell's registering 

                         Number 1 ticket 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  Not flying but it still goes even if only on the ground 

                                              A mixture 
 
 
 

   
                  Spell his name and you can have him 
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 The ongoing care of the Nowra Navy Cemetery 
 
 Though they rest in peace, they are cared for by a dedicated 
couple, Ron and Colleen Jenkins and when something is not up 
to their expectation in regards to the condition of the site they let 
people know ( me anyway). 
 I was contacted by Ron prior to the Reunion about the general 
state of the actual graves. The area surrounding them has accu-
mulated a lot of grime (the concrete surrounds), the marble was 
getting dirty and the plaques were going ‘motley’. 
  
 In the last few years they have had quite a bit of correspond-
ence with various CO’s from Albatross and each time things 
have been resolved but as things do the passage of time tends 
to dissipate actions that have been set in place. 
 

 A meeting was arranged on site with the CO (Albatross), two 
members of the ‘frock’, Ron and Ed. After some inspections it 
was agreed the area needed ‘sprucing up’ ,the plaques re-
furbishing and some general use of a water blaster. This has 
been taken onboard by the CO and although it will be quite cost-
ly it is in hand so with the passage of a bit more time all will be 
rectified And the site returned to its best.      RIP  

 
   A REVIEW of war veterans' entitlements will focus on 
anomalies that pay some veterans much more for funerals 
and travel expenses than others. 
 
The families of some war veterans are eligible for a $9500 pay-
ment for funeral expenses, while others get just $2000. 
 
It will also examine other issues such as travel allowances that 
allow some veterans to claim 60c a kilometre and others a mere 
28.6c. 
 
Differences between gold health card and white card holders  
will also be high on the review agenda. 
 
Gold card holders have all health care costs paid in full, while 
those on a white card have to pay up-front and reclaim any treat-
ments related to service-caused conditions. 
 
"We are looking at the glaring inconsistencies and what we can 
do about them," Mr. Griffin said.  
"If there is a valid reason for the difference, then that is fine." 
 
Only a limited number of MRCA veterans were entitled to the 
higher funeral payment under very narrow conditions. 
 
A much larger number of VEA veterans qualify for the $2000 
funeral payment but would lose that if they pursued the MRCA 
benefit. 

WO Warren   
Administrator for the ‘Wall of Service’ 
  
Thought I might pass on a surprising incident which happened to 
me when I paused at the Wall of Service to search for my plaque 
last weekend.  An ex-pilot Association member who left the Ser-
vice in 1959, who was with me, wanted to know why my name 

would be there because I was not yet dead! 

I explained the system to him but have given  his words some 
thought as I recall seeing that at least three names on the last 
list of plaques fitted to the wall were names of members who 
had recently died.  I wondered at the time why they had left it for 

their next-of-kin to organize their plaques after their death. 

Would it be worth adding a para to your column reminding mem-
bers not to leave it to their next of kin to get their plaque orga-
nized after their death but to get in and do it now.  That could be 
a subtle way of getting the message across. While it is very obvi-
ous to most of us that all the names on the wall could not be 
those of deceased  ex FAA personnel it might not be so obvious 
if you have been out of the loop for fifty odd years,  or for those 

who just give the rules a cursory glance. 

The 'Wall' is looking good.  Congratulations.  Ken Douglas 
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          SAFETY EQUIPMENT / PHOTOGRAPHER’S REUNION   
 
    On Thursday the 23rd October a gathering of old, bold, ancient and young of both branches graced the confines of the Worri-
gee Sports Club for an evening to reminisce over years gone by. 
 It was a very comprehensive gathering with a good spattering of partners to keep all on the straight and narrow. The festivities kicked 
off at 1700 and for a nominal fee entry was guaranteed along with a fine selection of ‘nibblies’ and some assorted beverages. 
 Because these were two of the smallest branches and usually found themselves accommodated together it was natural that a com-
bined event would be a much better outcome than two smaller functions. As with the rest of the reunion, faces left a lot of people 
scratching both their heads and behinds; ’age shall not weary them’, but it sure makes for a lot of thought when you try and add a 
name to the face in front of you. A very good reason to be wearing your  name badge. 

 We are pleased to report that we had members from the very start of the Fleet Air Arm to current serving members in the group and 
we must pay thanks to the group photos taken by Brenton Friend ( a current serving PHOT at Albatross) his modern gadgets made 
George Self’s ‘Box  Brownie’ look old. Not to be out done, ‘Beeza’ was trying to improve the share position of Kodak on the stock ex-
change. A high light of the evening was the appearance of Irene Donovan, wife of the late ‘Francis Jeremiah’ (Paddy)  an old patriarch 
of the SE branch and still bright as a berry.  The evening was a great success and all enjoyed themselves to varying degrees, only 
regulated by their ability to exercise their vocal chords and then of course cool them down with some refreshing liquid. 
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Our volunteers are very much a part of our team here at the 
Museum and we would not get as much work done without their 
assistance. So thank you to all volunteers for your hard work 
and dedication and we look forward to working with you in 2009. 
 
The staff at the Museum would like to wish all Slipstream read-
ers a Merry Christmas and a happy and safe 2009. 
 
Ailsa Chittick 
Collection Curator 
 

 
     Max Speedy and Bob Ray at their book launch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello from the Museum. With Terry away in Cuba, I find myself 
with the great responsibility of writing the Slipstream report. As 
this is the last edition for 2008, I feel it is appropriate to reflect on 
the year that has just about past. 2008 has been a great year for 
the Museum, with many highlights. 
 
Some of these highlights included: 

The Jubilee Anniversary Air day and Reunion. And I would 
like to take this opportunity to personally thank all those 
people who donated items to the museum during the 
reunion week. It was great to meet you all and we were 
honoured to accept you artefacts and memorabilia, 
they will make a great addition to the museum. 

The Air Day was a great success with record crowds. 
 
Winning the South Coast Tourism Award for the Best Major 

Tourist Attraction and being a finalist in the NSW Tour-
ism Awards. 

 
The exhibition at the Shoalhaven City Art Centre “By Air and 

By Sea” 60 years of naval photography, was extended 
due to popular demand. 

 
The book launches of “Submarine Hunter” by Ben 

Patynowski and “A Bloody Job Well Done” edited by 
Max Speedy and Bob Ray. Both books are still for sale 
in the Museum Shop; however stock is limited as both 
books are selling well. 

 
 These are just a few of the highlights from 2008 and we are all 
looking forward to many more in 2009. 

 
It not all been highlights, we were all greatly saddened by the 
loss of one of our dedicated volunteer, John Anderson, who  
passed away suddenly last month. He will be sorely missed.  
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months. 
  
School groups of all ages use the Museum for educational pur-
poses as well as enjoyment. We have had school groups from 
Ulladulla to Wollongong visit the Museum between February and 
November each year. Coach groups of all types are another 
frequent customer of the Museum. These range from car clubs 
to Probus Clubs, and come from all around Australia. However, 
seniors groups and veterans are the steady patron of the Muse-
um, taking great pride in their heritage. A quote from the visitor’s 
book in October this year is echoed many times in different 
words throughout the book - 
  
                                        "Well done.  It's great to look back and 
remember"  
  
The Museum would like to thank the volunteer tour guides who 
have greatly contributed to the Museum experience during 2008. 
These include: Neil Ralph, Ray Burt, Alex Stevens, Max Altham, 
Kevin Camm, Ben Link, George Parker, Tom McDonald and Jim 
Hill who also doubles as one of our weekend reserves.  
 
Margot Napier 
RCO 
 
 
A message from the Weekend Managers.  
 
  The weekend Duty Curator has had a successful incident 
and accident free year. For all Reserve personnel involved the 
duty continues to provide a high level of satisfaction of being the 
interface between the Fleet Air Arm and museum visitors. There 
continues to be a high number of very favourable,” excellent” 
and “well done” comments received from local, interstate and 
overseas visitors.  
 
Ian Warren 
 

 A big surprise at the Reunion Dinner was the following message 
read out by the President . On recollection though it should not 
come as a surprise as that family have overseen the lives of 
almost all of the Fleet Air Arm personnel from the start of the  

Fleet Air Arm to this day. 

Message on the Occasion of the 60th Anniversary of the 
Fleet Air Arm, October 2008 
 
  With this, the 60th anniversary of the commissioning of HMAS 
Albatross, the Fleet Air Arm achieves yet another memorable 
milestone in its meritorious history. 
 
I know my late husband, Victor (known to many of you as VAT), 
would wish me to congratulate the Navy's air wing on this spe-
cial occasion. 
 
I applaud all those involved with organising the extensive anni-
versary gatherings - such a large undertaking does not just hap-
pen. 
 
On behalf of Victor, may I wish all those attending the celebra-
tions - together with all serving and past members of the Fleet 
Air Arm - a happy anniversary and best wishes for "fair winds, 

calm seas and gentle tides"  

                   Lady Nanette Smith. 

( check  the comment on the bottom of page 9 and that occurred 

before this was read) 

Seasprites good to go : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kaman Aerospace are shipping the 10 Super Seasprite helicopters to 
the US from Nowra, and needed to ensure that the aircraft and the 
sensitive equipment fitted to them were adequately protected during 
transit to and from the ports at either end of the journey as well as 

during the sea voyage. 

The aircraft needed to be wrapped in a manner that provided roll on/

roll off and tie down capability. 

Comments made in the year 1955  - only  53 years ago 
 
 I’ll tell you what, if things keep going the way they are you 
will not be able to buy a week’s groceries for $20.00! 
 
 If cigarettes keep going up in price I am going to quit. 25 
cents a packet is ridiculous ! 
  
 When I started driving, who would have thought petrol 
would ever reach 29c a gallon ! 
 
 It won’t be long before couples will have to hire someone 
to watch their kids while they both go to work ! 
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    MOMENTS IN TIME 

 

Tom (Basil) Daly, Rake Easson and Spider (Ron) Brookes 
getting ready to ‘step’ 

  Just a bit cool—Sydney in Korea 

Midshipman Fosdyke was most pleased the Chaplain had 
joined the crew. .An aircraft difficult to fly, to say the least.  
                  Peter Stevens   - CODEZ 
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    MOMENTS IN TIME 

                 1959 Dempster Cup Team 
Holton, Connellan, Corkhill, Harkness, Lewis, Massie, Lawrie 
Nolan, Tucker, Dugdale, Martin, Carroll, Julius 
McKenzie, Burns, Henderson, Winkle, Parker 
Coach : S/Lt Alan Morris 
Missing—Hoskins, Manuel 

Baker, Duncan, Davis, Grant, ? , Packham, Durant, Birtles, Mason 
Russell, Creighton, Mosely, Brailey.    Cmdr Cook 

One of their many results 
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FLEET AIR ARM LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
AWARDS 

2008 
 

  NSW Secretary Mike Heneghan receiving his Life Member-
ship Certificate from the National President David Farthing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Mike was approved as member number 210 (NSW Division) in 
June 1991 and was allocated National Membership number 
N1323. 
 
 He was elected to the Office of Division Secretary at the Annu-
al General Meeting held 05 March 1995 and assumed the role of 
Public Officer on 31 December 1995. He has served the mem-
bers in these most responsible offices continuously to the pre-
sent time. Mike was elected to the Office of Secretary of the 
Fleet Air Arm Association Inc. in October 2001 and served a full 
term on the national Executive committee and the federal Coun-
cil till October 2004 in conjunction with his divisional responsibili-
ties. 
 
 Mike has provided the use of his personal equipment and 
clocked up countless hours of work in the performance of his 
duties. Showing his dedication to both the State and Federal 
Associations. 
 
            ************************ 
  Ernest Harry Webster has been an active member of the 
Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia (Inc) for thirty one years, 
since its inauguration and has served as a Committeeman on 
both The Federal and Western Australian Councils. 
 
Harry has been a Committeeman on the Western Australian 
State Council for twenty five years and has given excellent ser-
vice to the Association. 
 
We feel that this body should recognize his dedication and ser-
vice, with the granting of Life Membership of the Fleet Air Arm 
Association of Australia (Inc). 

  Theo Bushe-Jones accepts the Life Membership award on 
behalf of Harry Webster (WA Division) from National President 
David Farthing. 

 
                                        ************** 
 
   Queensland President Barry Lister accepts his Life Mem-
bership Award from National President David Farthing. 

  Barry Lister had been a member of the NSW Division of the 
FAAA for a number of years, together with approximately 40 
other Queensland personnel, when in 1992 it was decided to try 
and form a FAAA Division within their home state (Queensland) 
. 
 Barry and 4 other members formed a steering committee to 
contact ex FAA personnel. After a meeting at HMAS Morton a 
committee was formed with Barry as its president. 
 
On the 25th October 1992 the Queensland Division received its 
Charter from the Federal body, Barry has continued as the Pres-
ident from this time. 
 
He has been a tireless leader promoting the FAAA in Queens-
land and the rest of Australia, publishing the Queensland News-
letter for the past 16 years, organizing State Reunions,  
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Functions and Social Reunions at a variety of venues throughout 
the State.  
 
 This has ensured that the Queensland membership has be-
come the 2nd largest Division with 242 members over the last 
few years. 
 
                                            ************** 
 
  NSW President Greg Wise accepts his Life Membership 
Award from National President David Farthing.   
 

  Gregory Wise is a member of the NSW Division since 1992 

and has given outstanding service to the Division and the Na-

tional Association since that date. 

He was first elected to the NSW Division General Committee in 

1999. He quickly moved up to the Executive Committee level as 

Vice president in 2002. On the sad passing of late President 

Neville Newbold he assumed the office of Division President and 

was elected to that office from 2004 each year to the present 

time. 

 Greg has served the NSW members diligently all his time in 

Office, representing them as a delegate to the FAAAA federal 

Council. He has with Distinction represented us all at General 

Community functions, to the Local Councillors, State and Feder-

al politicians, Naval Command hierarchy and Museum adminis-

trators. 

He is at present using his organizational management skills to 

assist the National Executive Committee in planning, and to a 

large part organizing the FAAAA Reunion 2008. 

 What is generally less known is Greg’s “Hands On” ongoing 

achievements for all members of the Association. Earlier in 2002 

Greg promoted the idea of a Remembrance Wall of Service and 

with consistent lobbying, convinced successive Commanding 

Officers, Museum Administration and higher authorities that it 

was a worthy project. To overcome official lethargy he subcon-

tracted FAAAA NSW Division to start and then continue the fine 

structure we see today with some 800 plaques mounted.  

 His other major achievement is of course “Slipstream” which is 

the glue that binds the FAAAA Divisions together. When long 

time editor John Arnold suffered debilitating illness in 1992 Greg 

stepped in to assist in producing quarterly editions of the maga-

zine. He has progressed to become the editor of the National 

Association Journal and continues to produce a quarterly Slip-

stream for the enjoyment of members and all who read it. 

 In conjunction with John Arnold he conceived the idea of a 

partnership with the Naval Association Shoalhaven sub branch 

to convert a couple of demountable buildings into the present 

White Ensign Club and Bob Cronin centre. John , Greg plus a 

few dedicated volunteers from FAAAA and NAA transformed the 

demountables into an excellent venue for members and guests 

to socialize and into functional offices for both their organizations 

committees. 

               Dick Martin 

               National Secretary 

 

By Vince Fazio (ex chip-
pie) , this book has now 
been upgraded and re-
published. The original 
version was sold out so 
he decided to improve 
the newer version a 
little.  
 For those interested it 
can be obtained from 
Vince at the following 
site. 

Draw Quick Printing                **              cost of book: $40.00 
PO Box 4201                           **              postage        $10.00 
Marayong 
NSW  2418    
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We Will Remember Them 
 
 

FAA KIA Memorial Plaque 
 
As parents/ grandparents/ uncles and aunties you would have 
heard it many a time. But, I didn’t say ‘ it was him…’ I said ‘it was 
Jim!’.  Jim Hill that is. 
Jim spotted it some time ago. He’s good at spotting things. I can 
remember when he spotted HMAS Sydney's anchor leaving the 
Shoalhaven on the back of a truck. I suspect his intervention 
would have been a catalyst in reassessing the terms of its loan 
to another Service. ( read RAAF base Wagga) 
 
Anyhow, getting back to the story at hand, Jim made me aware 
that there wasn’t a plaque dedicated to the FAA personnel killed 
in operations against the enemy. We were discussing the new 
Vietnam display at the Australian War Memorial and in particu-
lar, matters of the RAN Helicopter Flight Vietnam. In this context 
he mentioned that there wasn’t a memorial item for the FAA 
aircrew anywhere and what were ‘we’ going to do about it?  
Those who have spent some time in the Navy will know that this 
turn of phrase should kick start everyone involved - to change 
the subject. 
 
But, he didn’t load me up. Jim obviously forgot most of his man-
agement classes as he ended up doing most of the work him-
self. Although very busy with his day time job of co-ordinating a 
squillion things out of the office of the FAA Anniversary Cell, we 
teamed up  after hours, thought through the concept, put words 
together, got approval from the various authorities, got a plaque 
cast and bolted to the ‘wall’. He wouldn’t allow an Air Fitter (me) 
to help him with the bolting and instead got the able (?) assis-
tance of an artificer, Terry Hetherington. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 

‘wall’ was of course the Commemorative Wall at the FAA Chapel 
at ALBATROSS. It has a number of commemorative plaque 
already mounted and they are in a nice setting. Due to many  
logistical issues we were not able to have the plaque unveiled 
during the reunion but were able to do so on Remembrance Day 
and have it as part of the traditional service at 1100 hrs. 
 

 

A Bloody Job Well Done 
 

  At the 60th Anniversary of the Fleet Air Arm celebrations the 
book titled A Bloody Job Well Done was launched by Ed Bell 
alongside the Huey in the main exhibition area of the Naval Avi-
ation Museum.  

 
 Many a one time member of the RANHFV was present, some 
had flown, flown in, or maintained that particular UH_1H during 
their time in Vietnam.  Many of them had provided their recollec-
tions of that unusual period of service with the US Army 135th 
Assault Helicopter Company for inclusion in the book so it was 
an occasion to be remembered. 

 
   Forty years have passed since the first contingent became 
an integral part of the US Army but very little is known or record-
ed in the public arena of its existence. It is hoped the book will 
help spread the word to a receptive reader in the Navy and the 
general population. 
 
 
 

Copies of the book are available from the shop at the Fleet Air 
Arm Museum. 
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The dedication was attended by a number of the RANHFV veter-
ans, with the ceremony conducted by CHAP K. Gebski RAN.  
We were also able to involve present serving personnel includ-
ing some from 723 Squadron, the Helicopter Flight’s parent unit. 
After some words and prayers one of the youngest members of  
723 Squadron, AB ATV Joshua Newton, unveiled the plaque. 
 
At the conclusion of the ceremonies Capt Robert Ray MBE RAN 
(Rtd) presented AB Newton with a copy of the newly published 
book ‘ A Bloody Job Well Done’, the story of the RAN Helicopter  
Flight. He told the gathering that the members of the RANHFV 
Killed In Action during the Viet Nam conflict: ‘ Now have their  
 record of service and sacrifice recorded on paper in this book, 
and in brass on stone at the home of Australian Naval Aviation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                ********* 
 I live in Cairns now, but on first joining the Navy, I shared a 
cabin for three months with Tony Huelin at HMAS Cerberus.  We 
began pilot training together in 1966, and Tony was killed in Vi-
etnam on 3rd January 1969.  At the recent reunion in Nowra, I 
mentioned to Bob that I knew Tony's brother Michael who lives 
in Cairns, so Bob asked me on behalf of the Fleet Air Arm Asso-

ciation, to present a copy of the book to the Huelin Family.   

The photograph shows myself on the left, Richard Huelin 
(centre) and Michael Huelin (right).  There are another two 
brothers and a sister in the family.  Their mother has just cele-
brated her 90th birthday in Caloundra and their father is 92.  The 
family was extremely pleased to be given a copy of the history of 

the RANHFV.                                    Graham Winterflood 

THE HON. WARREN SNOWDON   MP 
Minister for Defence Science and Personnel 
 
Tuesday, 11 November 2008 
166/2008 
 
BEREAVEMENT PIN FOR NAVY FAMILIES 
 
The Minister for Defence Science and Personnel, the Hon. War-
ren Snowdon MP, today announced the commissioning of a 
bereavement pin for family members of Navy personnel who lost 
their lives while in the service of the Royal Australian Navy 
(RAN), and the nation.  
 
Minister Snowdon said many families who lost a relative while 
they served in the Navy have expressed a wish to have a tangi-
ble, yet discreet, memento of the service of their loved one.  
 
“The Navy Bereavement Pin represents their relative’s commit-
ment to Navy and the family’s sacrifice and loss,” he said.  
  
“It is hoped that the families, to whom we owe a huge debt of 
gratitude, will find some comfort in the recognition of their loss 
through the Navy Bereavement Pin.”  
  
The distinctive 20mm gold-plated lapel pin is emblazoned with 
the RAN crest and encompassed by a wreath to symbolise fami-
lies’ support of their relative in life and death.  
  
HMAS Sydney II family members attending memorial services in 
Canberra, Geraldton and at sea in HMAS Manoora on Novem-
ber 19 will be the first invited to receive a Navy Bereavement 
Pin. 
  
On the 19th of November, the nation will commemorate the life, 
the service and the sacrifice of the 645 men who were lost with 
the sinking of HMAS Sydney II. It is right that the families of 
those brave servicemen will be the first to wear this symbol of 
both sorrow and deeply valued service. 
  
“The Navy Bereavement Pin should be worn with pride, and as a 
reminder that they too, are part of the broader Navy family,” said 
Mr Snowdon.  
  
Family members of Navy personnel who died while serving in 
the RAN since Federation, during war or peace time, on active 
service or off duty, are invited to apply for a pin by calling Navy 
on 02 6266 2285 or emailing 
 
NAVY.BereavementPin@defence.gov.au  
  
  
Media contacts: 
Kate Sieper (Warren Snowdon): 02 6277 7620 or 0488 484 689 
Defence Media Liaison: 02 6265 3343 or 0408 498 664 

mailto:NAVY.BereavementPin@defence.gov.au
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Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia  

Blazer Alteration Form 
Blazers made by C E Wise 780 – 782 High Street Thornbury Vic 3071 

 
Tel 1300 700 000 

Fax (03) 9484 2212 
 

Web Address: http://www.cewise.com.au/ 
Email: sales@cewise.com.au 

 
If your blazer needs altering please do the following: 

complete the details on this form 

Date of purchase   _ _ / _ _ / _ _ 

 

Date of blazer return       _ _ / _ _ / _ _ 

 

Your Full Name ________________________________________________ 

Postal Address  ____________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

Contact Details  (Home) ________________________________________________ 

   (Mob) ________________________________________________ 

Size of initial blazer supplied      _____________   
 
In comparison to this fitting blazer:- 
Chest Measurement alteration required (e.g. +2inches, -2inches) _____________ (inches or centimeters ) 
 
Arm Length (cuff) alteration required (e.g. +2inches, -2inches) ______________(inches or centimeters ) 
 
Coat length (back) alteration required (e.g. +2inches, -2inches) ______________(inches or centimeters ) 
 
Height      _____________ (inches or centimeters ) 
 
Waist    _____________ (inches or centimeters ) 
 

send this completed form along with the blazer to:  
 
      CE Wise Pty Ltd. 
         780 – 782 High Street 

                       Thornbury Victoria 3071                              Please note this service is FREE to you 

 

    Order form for blazers is on page 33 

You can tear out the page or else just copy it; fill it in and send it off to the nominated 
address. This form is only to be used if you have to get any alterations done to your blaz-

er—not this alteration service is free.  

You can also use their web site if you have a computer . 
  Victorians take note of the address and I am sure you can front up and do the business. 

http://www.cewise.com.au/
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  The wonderfully successful Reunion dominates my thoughts 
for this issue of Slipstream. I know that there were some hic-
cups; not least the 150 or so members and non-members who 
did not bother to register, but, turned up anyway and demanded 
entry to all events. We managed to accommodate them for the 
main BBQ, where we had 850 attending instead of the expected 
600; the caterer did a great job in feeding the multitude! Howev-
er there simply was not enough room (as we have been warning 
all year!) to fit them in for the other events. 
 
     The main Reunion Dinner was a great event and the 700 
attending had an enjoyable evening in the remarkable new 
Shoalhaven Entertainment Centre. The technology involved in 
converting the great space from concert hall to giant dining room 
and back again in half an hour or so is truly breathtaking. The 
evening started with an excellent “Beat to Quarters” in front of 
the new building and the occasion was a most enjoyable cele-
bration of the camaraderie of the Fleet Air Arm. I was especially 
pleased to be able to read a message of congratulation from 
Lady Nanette Smith ( reprinted in this edition). 
 
      The presence of Ian McNamara; “Macca” of “Australia All 
Over”fame added greatly to the celebrations and allowed many 
of our members who were unable to attend to feel, at least in 
some way, part of the event. I received calls from al over the 
country, following the broadcast. 
 
      As always, the main pleasure of the Reunion was catching 
up with old friends and the Saturday BBQ was the perfect oppor-
tunity for this activity. I enjoyed talking to friends I had not seen 
for 30 or 40 years. The Air Day was excellent and attended by a 
crowd estimated at about 20,000. The entire Reunion was 
blessed with perfect weather; the dreaded Nowra “south-easterly 
drift” would have caused us serious problems! 
 
      The only sour note was that there was no representation 
from the Federal Government, despite formal invitations being 
issued. On the other hand, the NSW Parliament unanimously 
passed a resolution congratulating the Fleet Air Arm on its 60th 
Anniversary. 
 
      My somewhat biased view is that this was the best Reunion I 
have known. My sincere thanks to everyone (far too many to 
mention individually!) who was involved in the two years of plan-
ning and organization. I must, however, single out two individu-
als who performed above and beyond the call of duty, Greg  

NATIONAL 
PRESIDENT  

Wise, President of NSW Division, and Dick Martin, National Sec-
retary. They toiled for long hours and kept their sense of humour 
in the face of every provocation! My thanks also to everyone 
who attended. You all contributed to a wonderful gathering of the 
Fleet Air Arm family, to which it is my privilege to belong! The 
only question now is whether we do it all again for the 65th, 70th, 
75th; or all of the above??!! 
 
                                                                           David Farthing 

NATIONAL SECRETARY  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Whew it was really good to put the feet up and sink a couple 
of  pale ales late Sunday 26th Oct- a hectic week but one that 
seemed to be enjoyed by the majority of Reunion attendees. 
Hats must be taken off to the guy’s from the NSW Division for a 
sterling effort. 
We had approx 880 guests to start with and many more arrived 
during the week which required some adjustments to the two 
BBQ’s held on the Saturday and Sunday but the guy’s took it in 
their stride and put on a first class weekend. 
 
  The Annual Federal Meeting was held in the Museum on the 
Saturday Morning, good to see so many interested in the work-
ings of the Association. During the meeting Four Life Members 
were added to our growing list namely Harry Webster (WA), 
Barry Lister (QLD), Mike Heneghan (NSW) and Greg Wise 
(NSW) all very deserving of their awards as they have served 
the Association over long periods of time. 
 
  From reports all of the Mini Reunions were well attended and 
it was good to meet up with old friends and comrades. I was at 
the Greenie Reunion on the Thursday night and it was good to 
see the likes of Bob Green, Mick Cain, Phil Wright, John Bannis-
ter, Kev Rolfe, Darrel Ward (All the way from France) and many 
others. Thanks go to Frank Birtles and Bob Luxford for organiz-
ing the due. On a sad note many greenies would of learnt of the 
passing of Ron Melville during the week after the reunion he was 
a good mate of mine and was due to spend the Reunion week at 
my place but rang on the Monday to say the Doctor would not 
allow him to travel. He will be missed by all. 
 
  Well the Editor is again hounding me for copy and as I am 
heading for the Snowy Mountains to- morrow (It will be good to 
see the old home and hills again) for a couple of weeks of fish-
ing and other activities I had better keep on his good side. 
 
  So to all members I wish you’re a Happy Xmas and New Year. 
 
              Dick (Pincher) Martin 
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  With thanks to Jak Goudman for his background organisa-
tion, a number of the ACT Division participated in a ‘Golf and 
Lunch’ event on Sat the 27th of September at the Goolabri 
course which is situated just over the (north eastern) ACT bor-
der.  The weather and food were great, along with the Camara-
derie.   There were ten starters on the day and pictured from left 
to right they are: 
 

John Schonberger 
Pete Davis 
Terry Giddings – an  ‘Ex-Comms rate’ visiting Canberra.   
Dave Masters 
Bruce Tunnah 
Steve Cottam 
Jak Goudman, and 
Michael Sandberg  

 

 
Not shown, behind the camera, were Bruce Tunnah’s son Brian 
and one of Brian’s mates – Kristijan. 
 
It was also very good to see Steve Cottam firmly back on his 
feet following a lengthy stay in hospital earlier this year.  Those 
who know Steve will recall that he’s an avid golfer and this was 
his first time back on the course in some months.   
 

Noticeable by his absence was our Div President Geoff 
Ledger and the ‘Swain’ was asked to look into the 
questionable excuse that he was otherwise engaged – 
something about participating in the Fitzroy Falls Mara-
thon.  Terry Giddings, visiting Canberra and hosted by 
Pete Davis, was made very welcome and dubbed a 
‘cuff-rate’ Birdie for the day.  Michael Sandberg re-
ceived a special mention for his ‘Bertha’ driver and 
Bruce Tunnah explained that his short drives were 
simply to ensure that he stayed on the fairway!!    

Dave Masters was also most welcome having recently joined the 
reformed Division. 
 

 A number of ACT members attended the FAA 60th Anni-
versary celebrations at Nowra from 23-27 Oct 08.  By all 
reports, those who attended thoroughly enjoyed them-
selves and most were able to catch up many friends and 
colleagues who they had not seen for some time.  The mini 
reunions were well attended and the Anniversary Dinner on 
Friday night at the new Entertainment Centre saw a crowd 
of over 700 turn up.  The Saturday BBQ and Sunday Air 
day were a huge success and it was great to see all the 
aircraft on the Air day, including a number from previous 
years.  All in all a great time was had and I must pass on 
our thanks to all the organisers whose outstanding efforts 
certainly helped make the event one to remember.  Can’t 
wait for the next reunion!!! 
 
On the evening of 10th November, Bruce Tunnah and I at-
tended the French Embassy in Canberra to take part in a 
Remembrance Day ceremony.  This was a very moving 
ceremony with the French Ambassador making special 
mention of the Australian Defence Forces’ efforts during 
previous conflicts.  Afterwards, a reception was held at the 
Ambassador’s residence with some lovely French cham-
pagne and food on offer, much to the delight of those who 
attended. 
 
Our Division held Christmas Drinks on Friday28 Nov with a 
small gathering at the Labour Club which included raffles 
and smally eats and special thanks to our Social committee 
team (Jak Goudman or Pete Davis) for organising the raffle 
prizes.  The Division Xmas Dinner will be held on 12th De-
cember (just as this edition goes to press) at the Southern 
Cross Yacht Club and we have about 24 people scheduled 
to attend.  Another golf day is planned for early February 
so if you are keen to have a hit of golf and BBQ lunch just 
let the social committee team know. 
 
 The ACT Division is sponsoring an Aircrew and Aero-
space Engineer Navy student at ADFA.  The Aircrew stu-
dent with the best academics in two years of Bachelor of 
Technology prior to proceeding on Pilot or Observer course 
and the Aero Engineer who is the best in academics and 
military studies in their final year.  A $50 book voucher will 
be presented to each winning student along with 12 
months FAAA membership, sponsored by the ACT Divi-
sion.  
 
Bruce Tunnah and PJ Fleming have been busy preparing a 
submission to seek nominations of state delegates to  

 ACT DIVISION 
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at the dinner. I asked Bill if he was the pilot of a Seafury which 
I’d warmed up and when he hit the Button, all 5 cartridges in the 
starter breech fired up with an almighty bang and set fire to the 
oil tank. By the time Junior Henderson had thrown me a fire ex-
tinguisher (I had got onto the wing by then) the pilot-a young 
bloke-was going hell for leather for the hangar with his dinghy 
banging the back of his legs. Bill said it wasn’t him. Who was 
it?? About ’55 or so, on 724 Sqn. I’m sure he wouldn’t have for-
gotten! I saw John Nestor briefly. He flew a Firefly on a low level 
navex & I was in the lead aircraft flown by Arundel. I recall we 
went very close to some cliffs  doing low level aero’s. John 
warned me after the flight not to fly with Arundel again! A week 
later, Arundel was killed after colliding with Ogilvy over JB! 
Thanks, John. 
 
 Many thanks to Ray and Alice Larson for putting us up or up 
with us –or something. They had a wonderful time visiting rellies 
in Sweden recently-the family home is very ancient & has been 
occupied by family members since those times-probably a few 
days ago! Arthur & Maxine Johnson drove us up to Sydney at 
100km/hr which was just as well as there were ray gun gen-
darmes everywhere and behind nearly every bush. Good run, 
Arthur! We found a baggage storage area in terminal 2 so could 
enjoy a non arm “stretching” afternoon around Circular Quay. At 
a sudden 33C! 
 
 We’ve just had our Christmas BBQ at La Balsa Park, by the 
Mooloola River, on Sunday.30th November which was pretty 
good. 40 or so were there, the weather was great and so was 
the company. We enjoyed seeing new faces-Frank & Judith Fox, 
Dave Allen, Wally Barton, Phil Blakemore with his wife, Bev and 
daughter, Evie, Paul and Di Woods. Eric Cottrell was there look-
ing good and full of wit. I reminded him of a time back in ancient 
days where he & I and a couple of others were guests of the 
Chief of Suva Vo Village in Fiji. On the 2nd evening I think we 
might have spiked the Kava Bowl with a drop or two of Johnny 
Walker Red Label. A fun night was had by all!! 
 
  Trevor and Lorraine organised good raffle prizes which were 
all won!! You might guess I didn’t join the elite crowd of winners! 
I put on a sausage sizzle which just about lasted the distance-
Paul and Di missed out, I’m afraid. They had a tough run up 
from Brisbane due to traffic. & it’s not school hols yet! It was 
good to see Flossie Nugent who looks terrific-Ian and Florence 
Henderson, Mick and John Stewart eventually found us. 
 
 Nev Hall has just had his Prostate removed-I went to 
Greenslopes on Saturday and Mick & Gary Reid saw him on 
Monday-I think he went home yesterday (Wednesday). He asks 
me to remind all blokes to have your PSA levels checked regu-
larly! Mick went to see Len Zuch at home on Wednesday. Len 
has Leukaemia and is doing it tough, but remains cheerful. We 
all wish them well. 
 
We’ve just heard that Keith Murdock has passed on & Des 
O’Connor as well; sad news. 

 participate in a review of the ‘nature of service’ for per-
sonnel posted to HMAS Melbourne (CVS 21) and Ships in 
company deployed in Task Unit 627.3 for support to 
‘Operation Che Sara’ in 1980.  The intent is to fully investi-
gate the matter with a view to determining if an entitlement 
to Operational Service exists which, apart from appropriate 
service medal awards, would potentially generate entitle-
ments to the (relevant) Veteran Legislative Acts for the de-
ployed members and their respective families. Invitations to 
nominate suitably qualified delegates for the review 
‘working group’ have been forwarded to all Division Secre-
taries, please contact your respective State Committee if 
you believe you can assist in this endeavour. 
 
Anyway, after a very successful 2008, I hope you have a 
safe and happy Christmas and New Year and I look for-
ward to catching up at some stage during 2009. 
 
Cheers for now, 
 
 
John (Schonners) Schonberger 
Vice President - ACT Division  

QUEENSLAND DIVISION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Our heartiest congratulations to the NSW Division – Greg 
Wise and his team - for presenting such a successful reunion. 
Everyone I’ve spoken to enjoyed it immensely. It only took us a 
week to recover-not from too much of the good stuff—but from 
meeting so many old friends, lots of laughter & being on the go 
most of the time. Meeting up with Lou Burns and his wonderful 
attitude to only having one leg gave us all a good laugh, gener-
ated by jokes by Lou against himself! Obviously, the Force is 
with you, Lou. 
 
 i got the surprise of my life to be awarded Life membership! 
Mick Blair and all of my committee did a good job of keeping it 
quiet. I was searching everywhere for my copy of the Agenda, 
being sure that Mr. Martin, National Secretary, had sent it to me. 
On the morning of departure from here, I still couldn’t find it so 
thought-“oh well, Snow will have a copy I can borrow!” I said that 
when I joined the Navy, it never occurred to me that such things 
could happen. So, thank you to all involved-it sure is a great 
honour! 
I enjoyed catching up with Bill Callan and Rolly Waddell-Woods  
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Our AGM will be held at Bribie RSL, Probably on 8th march. This 
will be confirmed at a later date, but it will be then or close to. 
 
 Warren and Maria Walters have gone back to USA after a 
Redex Trial run from Sydney, Brisbane, Caloundra, Cairns and 
in reverse to Wollongong, with a few trials and etc. Just avoiding 
big storms in Brisbane, Tamworth floods, duff starters and much 
rain here. We managed one game of golf at Beerwah. WW had 
a hard time gripping the greens and even harder time converting 
metres to yards! They’ve gone back to snow in Hot Springs Vil-
lage! Fun. 
 
 Good to catch up with Polly, Punchy and Debbie, Bill Warne 
and many others! May we all meet again in the sunshine. 
 
 
I’m out now. Best wishes for Christmas and 2009 from us all up 
here to you all! 
 
Barry Lister 
President. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 Mick Blair, John Arnold and Snow Tite 

 Gary Read, Bing Anderson and Barry Washbrook 

Garry Read, buying a copy of  “HMAS Albatross’ from 
Fred Husband at the reunion. 

  Le Chefs 

Peter McDonald and Ron Pink  
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 The Reunion  
 
 In a word “Bonzer” right from the Registrations to the Finale, it 
achieved what it set out to do, to provide an opportunity for 
those persons who made up the Fleet Air Arm to reunite. Other 
than a couple of ‘glitches’ it was a commendable event.  
 
 So many faces to put names to and so many names to put to 
faces, so many colleagues to become reunited. So many wives 
and partners “Remembering when”. Peals of laughter and puz-
zled looks as old colleagues were reunited. And ‘NO” I wasn’t 
dragged ‘kicking and screaming’ on to the coach tour of the de-
pot (ref my recent article) although I did give ‘Dolphin Watching’ 
a miss. Our guide for the tour, CPO. Jim Hill ‘old school’, knew 
who he was talking to and talking about, to make the journey 
informative and enjoyable, congratulations on a job very well 
done.  
 
 The dinner on Friday night was enjoyable and the service effi-
cient considering the number of persons. The BBQ food was 
also “good tucker” As an aside, I still have four faces to put 
names to on that 1952 picture of 808 Squadron. 
 
Welcome to the “9 to 5” Navy 
 
  I spent as much time as I could trying to meet up with the cur-
rent FAA personnel, few thought that there were, what was sur-
prising was their lack of comradeship. Watching some 600 men 
and women enjoying each others company and sharing their 
life’s memories with such pleasure was a novelty to them. It was 
like another world. 
 
“Beat to Quarters”  
 
  This was originally “Beat the Retreat” and it is seeped in tra-
dition, a tradition that is centuries old. Prior to and during this 
formal event I wandered around the audience listening to rele-
vant comments: - Beat the Retreat, isn’t an activity which is flexi-
ble in time, it occurs at 18.00hrs.irrespective of unforeseen cir-
cumstances, not 19.05 as it was today. My attention was drawn 
to a member of the Navy Band who stepped off on the “Wrong 
Foot” Oops! – another point which was made, most members of 
the Guard looked downward as they wheeled to the left or right, 
“okay! the ground’s still there, we can keep walking”. Then it was 
pointed out “that the person on the left hand flank of the Armed 
Guard” looked like that the whole event was a big laugh,. Obvi-

slovenly dressed. And the final comment, “the Navy could have 
saved money by having the armed guard yell “bang” instead of 
wasting ‘blanks”. 
 
Submarine Hunter – Book Release 
 
  “Phew” after all this time it has finally been published, I felt 
privileged to have had some input into the concept at the reun-
ion in Campbelltown years ago and the wall of my study is 
graced with the copy of the ‘Gannet’ painting done by Ben in 
2004. Congratulations Ben on a rewarding concept. 
 
A/E Reunion  
 
  Herein we seemed to lose time, as soon as we seemed to 
catch up with someone we moved on to another person that “we 
really must talk with” as everyone else seemed to be doing. 
Herein I came up with yet another idea for the next reunion 
“Sticky Name Tags” that can be worn on foreheads. 
 
 And so as the sun set on yet another splendid occasion, we all 
returned to our other life with confidence and satisfaction with a 
job well done. Until the 70th Reunion? 
 
Cheers Dennis Charlton 

VICTORIA 
DIVISION 

 
 
   On behalf of the Victoria Division FAAA I would like to con-
gratulate & thank the Organisers & all those involved in the 60th 
Anniversary celebrations at Nowra. 
 
  The “Beat the retreat”, “forgotten the latest name” was fan-
tastic, but the bell-bottoms & gaiters were sadly missed. 
 
  The dinner Friday night was also a great success. Although it 
was supposed to be “low key” it was however unfortunate that 
“miniatures” were not worn. It was still a military evening & a bit 
of regalia would have topped off the night nicely. This was a 
view expressed by several of the Victorian Members. (Decision 
was made by National Executive on a majority basis and ‘ major-
ity rules in our democracy!) 
 
  The BBQ Saturday was once again well organised & the 
White Ensign Club kept all well oiled. BZ. 
 
I personally did not attend the Sunday Air Show but I believe 
that it was A1 as always. 
 
We all look forward to the 75th anniversary in 2023. 
Once again, congratulations to all. 
 
Peter Barnes 
Secretary 
FAAA, Vic. Div. 
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food to sustain the conversations and liquid to refresh the throat, 
some required the refreshment well into the night. 
 
We have finally been able to set a date of January 22nd 2009 for 
the Dedication of the Plaque we have been working on for al-
most two years which is dedicated to all those aviators who have 
lost their lives in service to their Country. 
 
I’m sure space will be limited for this edition so on behalf of all 
on this side of the rabbit proof fence we wish all members and 
their families a Happy and Safe Christmas and a great New 
Year and look forward to 2009. 
 
Congratulations to Greg Wise ; Harry Webster; Barry Lister and 
Mike Heneghan  for their elevation to Life Members , all very 
well deserved. 
 
Keith (Squizzy) Taylor 
Scribe 

              
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Firstly , congratulation’s to every one involved in the 60th Anni-
versary celebrations , it was great success. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  It was a great opportunity to catch up with old mates not 
seen in many years, unfortunately we are loosing great mates 
far too regularly. Ron Melville was due to attend the reunion plus 
the Radio Mechanics one in Canberra but was forced to stay 
home. Whilst in Canberra we made up a card wishing him a 
speedy recovery but unfortunately he passed away before re-
ceiving it. 
 
Keith Murdoch after an extensive illness passed away on the 
12th of November. 
 
Keith was a popular guy with many great friends here in WA 
where he had been a member for 31 years and had been a reg-
ular at meetings and ANZAC Day Celebrations before his ill-
ness. Our thoughts were conveyed to his wife Pat. R.I.P. 
 
Bill Flint arrived at the White Ensign Club with his good mate 
“Sparrow” Longford  for his registration but by late that day was 
in Hospital with what turned out to be pneumonia, and spent the 
remainder of his time there. His wife Pam was with him and he 
received a lot of visitors. Thankfully he is well again and looking 
forward to our Christmas Luncheon. 
 
Clive & Margaret Mayo hosted a lovely Sunday b-b-q at their 
home in Heathridge the first time most of us have been able to 
get together since the reunion. There were plenty of stories and 
much exchanges of photo’s and press clippings as well as some  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN 
DIVISION 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
  We start this issue on a sad note by announcing the passing 
of Alan Andrews (ex CPO Mechanician) and Ron Melville (ex 
PO Electrician).  
 Both will be sadly missed from our midst and our sympathies 
go to both families. Alan had been unwell for some time and 
spent his latter time in a home. Ron was doing well until very 
recently and up until a fortnight before the reunion was still going 
to attend that function.  
 
 We held out AGM on the 23rd November and a good roll up of 
members and their wives was very pleasing to see. A lot better 
than the last one and this was probably due to the fact that a lot 
of the ‘nomads’ were home. Their current wanderings over they 
were able to attend to some serious business. There were 
some3 apologies from down South as it seems they are having 
some health problems down that end—aren’t we all?  To these 
we wish a speedy  and complete recovery in the shortest time 
possible. 
  
 The results of the elections left most positions unchanged with 
the exception of the Secretary who now is Garry Sommer. His 
contact details are to be found either on the web site or on the 
page 35 of this edition. 

TASMANIAN DIVISION 
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 We welcome back Tassie Douglas and Maureen who have 
been under the spell of the ‘wander bug’. They enjoyed a cruise 
to the ‘Top End’ and then finished off with attendance to the 60th 
Reunion in  Nowra for which they were full of praise and sug-
gested that it was the best one ever. Ben Patynowski’s book on 
the Gannet also got a fist full of praise and as I spent some time 
working on them under the watchful eye of CPO ‘Ted’ Heaven 
on 724 I need to get myself a copy and give it a read. (Xmas is 
near if someone wants to know what to get me for a present). 
 
 Your photo (Ed) in the last issue of Slipstream of our townsip 
of Blackwall is interesting Greg. All the landmarks and even my 
old school bus are clearly identified. Modern science and tech-
nology are amazing to old farts like me and maybe one day I will 
get one of these ‘computer things’ and learn to use it  to my ben-
efit- maybe , maybe not ! 
  
 Geoff Singline tells me that Bill Lower has settled in to his new 
residence well and is now starting to give the staff in the retire-
ment / nursing home a hard time; some of the lady residents 
need to watch out as well. Good on you Bill, you have our best 
wishes. The festive season is well and truly on us again and the 
days for shopping are becoming less and less. Pehaps some 
one can tell me just where the last year went and how come it 
went so rapidly. 
 All of us down here wish all of those on ‘The big Island up 
North’  and elsewhere a happy and bright Xmas and a merry 
New Year for this and many to come. 
 
 I need to get this wrapped up and into the container that fits 
onto the carrier pidgeon so as it will arrive on time  lest the editor 
has to ring and get on my back. Perhaps another reason to get 
one of those dreaded machines and that way I can save 54c. 
Now wouldn’t that be economical?   
 
  Cheers,  
       Matt ( Jake ) Jacobs 
 
 
 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   On the 21st September our division held a general meeting 
at the McLaren Vale (wine region) RSL rooms. This was fol-
lowed by a BBQ, (ably cooked by Des Reardon and Henry 
Young), with much conversation (and a little wine) to pass away 
the afternoon. Salads to share were supplied by the members. I 
haven’t heard yet whether anyone managed to tour any of the 
wineries after the lunch!  It is always a pleasure to have the la-
dies along, and with their company, we had about 26 people 
attending on the day. We thank the McLaren Vale RSL for the 
use of their excellent facility. 
      
  Nowra Reunion! What can you say! A big “thank you” to all 
the people who organised this wonderful event! I did hear 
(grapevine) that there may be another reunion in five years time! 
We will have to wait and see on that one! Many old friends were 
caught up with, and new ones made over a beer, a chat and 
some good meals. It was a pity that the air day planned for the 
Saturday did not eventuate due to funding cut backs, although 
the practice displays made up for some of the disappointment 
felt by many that have spoken to me. 
 
  On behalf of the SA division, I would also like to thank the 
catering staff at the Nowra Entertainment Centre, and at Alba-
tross, who had the huge task of making sure everyone was fed. 
‘Beat to Quarters’ was certainly enjoyed by all who witnessed it.  
I must admit it was the first time I hade seen the entire show 
(usually duty called). 
  
  Our congratulations go to Greg Wise [NSW], Harry Webster 
[WA], Barry Lister [QLD), and Mike Heneghan [NSW] on being 
presented with Life Membership of the Association. A great 
achievement!  
 
  As this is the Christmas edition, on behalf of the President, 
Committee and Members of the SA Division, I wish you all the 
very best for Christmas and the New Year.  
 
  Regards to all, 
 
               Ian Laidler. 
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  The end of the year is rapidly approaching and I would like to 
take this opportunity to wish all our members the best for the 
festive season and a happy New Year from myself and the Com-
mittee. 
 
 Not withstanding the work involved it has been a very busy 
year for us. The main directive of the year being the successful 
planning and operation of the reunion. 
 
 My thanks and gratitude go out to  some very dedicated peo-
ple who worked tirelessly for a long time to ensure all went off as 
planned for the 60th Reunion; I don’t need to name them as they 
know who I mean.  
 
 We (NSW Division) were tasked to the National Executive to 
run the reunion and the only request that went with that was that 
it should not run at a loss. We did this to a letter and the result-
ant funds that were in excess of expenditure were handed to the 
National body as a donation from all Association members. 
 
  By choice we kept the ‘workers’ to the bare minimum as previ-
ous reunions showed that  a small dedicated group seemed to 
make less errors than a larger group. This in itself increases the 
work load on those but  also makes the final result a lot easier to 
achieve in an orderly and correct manner. A lot of pitfalls had to 
be overcome and as a result the Committee have copied to disc 
all the paperwork  that was used so that who ever does the or-
ganising for the 65th ( it won’t be any of us )has a lot easier job 
as it will just be a matter of opening up the files and altering 
them to accommodate the different dates and names. This is 
something that was not done previously and it would have made 
things a lot easier had it been so. 
 
 The accolades that have been bestowed on the ‘workers’ by 
the attending members show that everyone seem to think it all 
went off well and we thank all that  sent them and we accept 
them graciously. 
 
 Two of our members were presented Life Membership  by the 
Association for services rendered and both Mike Heneghan and 
myself  would like to thank the members for considering us fitting 
of such an award . It was certainly a suprise and on that note we 
would also like to congratulate the other two recipients of the 
same award. 

 Our annual Dinner went off to plan and a good night was had 
by all those that attended, we were pleased to have quite a few 
interstate visitors present and Commodore Tony Dalton and 
Captain Bob Morrison  were present as our guests. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   Toz Dadswell( Patron), Greg Wise (President) and Bob Morri-
son ( Guest) cutting the cake. 

 
  Membership renewals are include in this issue so if per-
chance you do not get one please contact the Secretary. For 
those ex ACT members who are re-joining the newly formed 
division we wish you well and thank you for your patronage 
whilst with us over the last few years. If you get a renewal for our 
division disregard it and contact the ACT Sec for one of theirs. 
 
    Greg Wise 

NSW DIVISION 
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Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia  
 

Blazer Order Form 
 

Blazers  made by C E Wise 780 – 782 High Street Thornbury Vic 3071 
 

Tel 1300 700 000 
Fax (03) 9484 2212 

Web Address: http://www.cewise.com.au/ 
Email: sales@cewise.com.au 

 

Specification:  80%wool / 20%polyester jacket with FAAA monogram. 

Price: $209 (including GST) postage included. 

How To Order? 

 Irrespective of whether you order via the internet,  fax  or   post    we will need the following details: 
Full Name ________________________________________________________________________ 

Postal Address  ____________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Details  (Home) _______________________________________________________ 

   (Mob) ________________________________________________________ 

 

Credit Card details (including expiry date)    _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _       (expiry) _ _ / _ _ 
  Security code (last three digits on number on back of card)    X X X X / _ _ _   
Chest Measurement   in cm or inches  _____________       Height _____________  (in cm or inches) 
By Internet   go to:   http://www.cewise.com.au/ 

Click on “Online Uniform Shops” 

Click on “Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia” and follow the prompts. 

By Fax:    Fax this completed form to:  (03) 9484 2212 

 

By Post:  Post this completed form to:  CE Wise Pty Ltd. 780 – 782 High Street Thornbury Victoria  3071 

 

By phoning us on 1300 700 000 and asking for  assistance 
 

On receipt of your order we will manufacture and dispatch to you a standard size FAAA blazer which corre-

sponds to your chest measurement. This will be sent to your postal address within 14 - 21 days. Should the 

blazer need alteration we ask you to return the blazer along with a completed alteration form (which will be 

mailed to you with your blazer) and we will make a specially fitted blazer. There is no cost for either the altera-

tion or the subsequent delivery.  

http://www.cewise.com.au/
http://www.cewise.com.au/
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FLEET AIR ARM               WALL of SERVICE 

 
  These are the latest plaques fitted to the wall  and as each 
order is processed and plaques fitted they will be acknowledged 
in this column. Orders are placed with the foundry in groups  so 
as to keep the price structure within reason and the paperwork 
under control and thus there will be some delay between you 
placing an order and the final end result ( the plaque mounted 
on the Wall). 
 
  If anyone requires a copy of their plaque an electronic repro-
duction of the proof from the foundry can be obtained by con-
tacting the NSW Division Administrator of the project and he will 
organize it for you or your family. 
 
       Please ensure that your details are PRINTED 
CLEARLY on your application form. It is very hard and expen-
sive ( a complete remake) to correct an error once  the bronze 
has been cast.    
 
 Application forms are available from the Administrator, on the 
front desk at the Fleet Air Arm Museum, The Fleet Air Arm Web 
site (http://www.faaaa.asn.au ) or, if you contact your State Secre-
tary he will be able to organize one for you or any other ex FAA 

personnel . Suppliers of the forms, when you give them the 
application form you might suggest  membership for this associ-

ation as well. All states can accommodate new members and 
then they would only have to write out one cheque.  

 
If you are attempting to have a plaque installed for a third party , 

it is a requirement that NOK permission must be obtained (in 
writing) and a copy attached to the application form.  

     
    

 You will see by the number of plaques fitted since the last 
magazine that progress is good, there will always  be a pause or 
two over the Xmas period as logistics( holidays that we all have 
to have) will govern the production.  The back page of this issue 
has a photographic record of the actual plaques recently affixed 
to the Wall . If a group ( old class or similar ) wish to have their 
plaques fitted alongside each other get together And submit the 
group as a ‘parcel’ and they will be kept together otherwise all 
plaques are placed on the Wall in the order that the application 
is received. There are quite a few smaller groups and family 
members already together on the Wall. 
  
 
  
 The Administrator 
    WO Warren 
    PO Box 7115  
    Naval Post Office  
    Nowra Hill    2540 
    Ian.warren@defence.gov.au 

 
 The ‘Wall’ is now starting to look quite a spectacle, especially 
in the afternoon with the sun full on the plaques. 
 We have filled eight rows on the front face and have now start-
ed on the front face of the rear wall. Rather than made all of us 
young chaps bend too far to read the plaques this was thought 
to be a better idea. It will make no difference to the overall vista 
as there is no particular way the plaques are fitted and perhaps 
in 50-100 years one of the descendants of a serving member 
may wish to have his plaque affixed and it will fit in no matter 
where on the Wall it is sited. 
 
                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    For anyone that has paid for a plaque and it is not on this 
list, there is another order at the foundry at present but this will 
not be processed until January  - seems like they are having a 
Xmas break as well. 

BURGGRAAFF R.M. 

SLACK M. 

JAMES   DSC W.P. 

SMITH.   N.J. 

HUGGINS H.R. 

KEOGH M.H. 

AXTEN P.L. 

BECK P.J. 

PARKS K.J. 

VILES L.W. 

CRANE G.T. 

MORGAN R.D. 

BANNISTER E.J. 

WANSTALL  W.L. 

LE DIEU J.F. 

RANKIN N. 

HODGES E.K. 

PALFREYMAN J. 

PAYNE A.E. 

JOHNSTON M.A. 

New or alterations of email addresses : 
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             FAA Association contact details 
 
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 
President : CDRE  D Farthing  DSC  RAN  (Ret’d) -   
 (02)  48723237                         50 Railway Terrace, Willow Vale, Mittagong ,NSW. 2575 
                                                         email : pennyfarthing11@bigpond.com.au 
 
Secretary : Mr Dick Martin -            PO Box 7115, Naval PO, Nowra.  2540                   
(02) 44225860                                    email : fisho2@bigpond.com 
 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
President : Mr Winston James -      19 Hilarion Rd, Duncraig , WA. 6023 
(08) 94477727                                    email : winstonj@bigpond.net.au 
 
Secretary : Mr Keith Taylor-           26 Hefron St, Mount Helena, WA. 6082 
(08) 95721487   0409 913252            email :   ktt59345@bigpond.net.au 
 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
President : CMDR John Siebert  RANR -  PO Box 177, Mitcham ,SA.  5062 
  (08) 83511314                                  email : jsiebert@bigpond.com 
 
Secretary  : Mr Ian Laidler -            I Peppertree Grove, Oaklands Park, SA .5046 

(08) 83770461                                    email :   i-dlaidler@bigpond.com  

 
VICTORIA 
President : Mr Ron Christie-          15 Bianca Court , Rowville, Vic.  3178                   
(03) 9764 5542                                   email : seafury1@bigpond.net.au 
 
Secretary : Mr Peter Barnes-         286 Ormond Road , NarreWarren South ,Vic .3805                                                        
(03) 97056669              email : hellosailor@primus.com.au 
 
TASMANIA 
President / Treas : Mr Avelon (Tas) Browning -  8 Addison St, Devonport, Tas 7310 
(03) 64246314                                    email : avelon.browning@bigpond.com        
                            
Secretary :  :  Mr Garry Sommer-   14 Emma St , West Launceston, Tas.  7250  

               email: gsummer@bigpond.net.au 

 
 
QUEENSLAND 
President : Mr Barry Lister -           3 Royal Close ,Regatta Pk,  Wurtulla, Qld. 4575        
(07) 54934386                           email : blister@caloundra.net 
 
Secretary : Mr Trevor Tite -            37 Miles St ,Caboolture ,Qld. 4510 
(07) 54993809                                   email : trevlor@tadaust.org.au 
 
 
NEW SOUTH WALES 
President : Mr Greg Wise -             4 Bindaree St, Greenwell Point, NSW. 2540 
(02)  44471602                                   email : gregwise@pacific.net.au 
 
Secretary : Mr Mike Heneghan–     98 Suncrest Ave ,Sussex Inlet, NSW. 2540 
(02) 44412901                                   email : mheneghan1@sctelco.net.au 
 
ACT 
President : Mr Geoff  Ledger-        58 Wilkens St, Mawson, ACT.  2607 
 (02) 6286 1140                                  email : chadled@webone.com.au 
 
Secretary : Mr Bruce Tunnah-        53 Enid Lorimer Cct, Chisholm, , ACT. 2608 
0414 308852                                      email : Bruce_Tunnah@optusnet.com.au 

DISCLAIMER 
 Slipstream is published by the Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia 
Incorporated. All rights reserved. Reproduction in part or whole is for-
bidden without the express permission of the Editor “in writing”. 
  All care will be taken with material  that is submitted for publication 
but no responsibility is accepted or assumed by the publisher or edito-
rial staff for any loss or damage incurred to it. The views and opinions 
expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views and 
opinions of the Association or Committee of Management. 

 
A LAST FAREWELL 

 

The Association records with regret the deaths of the fol-

lowing members, shipmates and  friends:  

 

 

 

 

Max Rigby-Meth : 4th October 2008 

Peter Bryce : October 2008 

Ron Melville : 2nd November 2008 

David Wilkinson : 2nd November 2008 

 

                                            

 

     VALE         Peter Bryce 

 
   We served together in MELBOURNE during the 70s. 
He was the Wardroom wine caterer and had made spe-
cial arrangements with Sir James Hardy to lay on the best 
available of his vintage wines for the occasion of dining 
out the Captain.     
 
 I had been duckshoved into the role of Wardroom food 
caterer. Peter and I got on famously until the night that 
the C O, Captain J P Stephenson was dined out. On con-
clusion of the dinner, J P rose and stated that he had 
been to several Dining Out nights, but this was the best of 
them, and asked who was the Food Caterer. I motioned 
to Commander Ron Stevens, who had set the menu and 
really was due for all credit, but he indicated to me that I 
take the credit. I thanked the Captain for his kind com-
ments, but said I was quite disappointed that the wine 
caterer had taken the opportunity to unload all of his old 
stock. 
 
 That was when the proverbial hit the fan, with Peter 
lunging over the table at me, but just short of contact. 
Brought the house down ! 
 
 I had not had the chance to meet him since, but the 
memory of a good bloke and shipmate will stay with me 
for a long time. 
 
   Smooth seas and no night flying  for the bloke Stan 
Heare described as "The One Man Crowd" 
 
     Vince Fazio 

mailto:ktt59345@bigpond.net.au
mailto:i-dlaidler@bigpond.com
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