











SPIN US A 'DIT

199Q......R.1.P. Armbands on and flag at half mast.
There had been a death in the “family’. Not many

peaple had realised that there was any i1l health.

Unfartunetely, the sickness praoved to be terminal.

The White Ensign Club ceased to be at the tender age
of thirty six.

it seems ironic in a way, that the ‘club’, whase
cancept was so hard to establish and the bitter
fought ‘pregnancy’ it endured, should ‘pass away so
quietly inits sieep.

why should anyone give & damn about the closing
of aclub? Good questicn. But why not give adamn?
1t's part of Nowra's history, it's alsc a big part of
the Fleet Air Arms' history. And, like it or not, the
two have been conjoined for many years now.

How many years?

Let me tell you e bit of & yarn. | promise not to
let the truth stand in the way of a good 'dit’. But...
you can always check the facts for yourself, most of

Ahem are of historical record.

s Majesty's ship NABBINGTON. The Royal Nsval
Air Station, Nawrs. This was the full title of His
Brittanic Majesty's Fleet Air Arm base in the
antipodes. It was used by the ‘poms’ until the
conclusion of Warld War Two. Relics of their stey
can still be seen in the remnants of the British
Torpedo Unit (BTU Rosd), now the Devis and
Herbert timber mill

When hestilities were concluded and the Japanese
decided to take over Australia the easy way, the
‘poms’ returned to the land of the thick gray cloud.
HMS Nabbington was decommissioned and ceased to
be an expense on the British taxpeyer. The airfieid
was then returned to the Royal Australian Air
Board, thus tecoming an expense on the Australian
taxpayer. Aran't  intsrnetionael politics
ggrvellous? It's like playing Monopoly with resl

ney.

On the fifteenth of Decembar 1947, cantrol of the
airfield passed to the Department of the Navy.

On the thirty first day of August 1948, the Air
Statwon was re-comemissioned HMAS Albatross, as
we know it today.

In May 1949, HMAS Sydney arrived in Jervis
Bay from England. On board she was carrying the
sircraft and men of the twentiethCai . .sr Air Group.
This was the nucleus of the Australisn Flest Air
Arm.

Expension wes quite repid over the next few
years. It was rsported recently, that in the

1953/54 period, the Main Galley at Albatrass vas
catering for twenty five hundred cumor Sailors.
Daily aircraft movements exceeded the -eekly
aircraft movements of mascot.

It eventually reached the point wherz the
limitations of the towns entertainment facilities
were being exceeded. This was jarticulariy
apparent on pay nights and pay weekends.

To meet this need it was suggested that a property
shauld be purchssed and & ‘club’ formed. The club
would be for all members of the ar med forces, but
primarily for the members of the RAN.

Discussions were carried sut. Primsrily with
the Executive Officer of Albatross, Commander
‘Buster’ Crabbe, and rspresentatives of the City
Fathers', a group of the local business people. Even
though the Board was to consist of all local civilians
and not service parsonnel, they voted against the
1dea. 'Buster’ suggested that they nvight like to
discuss the matter again. [f the sailors were of
such 1ittle importance in the community, e was
quite happy to put the township ‘gut-of-tounds’,
even if this meant providing buses to take the
personnel te Wellongong.

Money, or the suggested lack of it, speaks
volumes. The vote was now unenimous far the club
1o proceed.

in dus course the old Nowra Hospitel was
purchased on Bridge Road and renovations wvere
commenced.

On the twenty first of October 1954, the White
Ensign Club, was officially opened by Yice Admiral
Sir John Collins, KBE, CB.

The amenities provided by the club, included
sleeping accomodation, 8 Kkitchen and canteen, a
billiard room, s resding room and a chapel. The bar
facilities were provided in accordance with the
Navy {Canteans) regulations.

The whits ‘Elephant’ Club, a3 it was affectionately
known, wes & boon to thoss who wanted s Lreak
from the ‘requiated 1ifs’ st weekends. Even more
importentiy, the charges wers reasonable.

Poker maciines were introduced when 1t became
legal to do s0. Like most clubs at the time, the
income they gensrated pravided various amenities
and renovations.

The ‘pokies’ weren't utilised by everybtody, to
most people & ‘quid was a quid’, 1f you had any
sanse, you looked twice end put it back in jour
pocket.

Cantinued page five.
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GANNET XA434 RESTORATION
Since my last report, progress has been very good
thanks to our regular stalwartis who donate their
time every Seturday. Thase people deserve a
special
&2 ] mention,

== A Rasy Larder,

Chris
g George, Ron
Ross, Ken Day and last but not lesst the Commodore
Rob Pardington.

Yithout this regular voluntary effort the aircraft
would be no where near the stage we have it at the
moment. From day | we have all taken a special
pride in this project and recently we discovered
that Gannet 434 is the only complete Mk1 left in
the world, which puts this aircraft in the priceless
category. | appologise, there is ane other complete
gircraft tucked away in the corner of a 3shed at
Camden, there for no one to see.

— Ray Larder has recenmtly returned fromatripto
drope. During his time in UK, he paid the Flest
Air Arm Museum at Yeovilton & visit. Having
explained to the curator his invelvment with our
restoration programme, they let Nim in fres of
charge, after a body search for any concesled
screwdrivers and spanners of course.

Their show piece is an AW AEW3 Gannet, {single
exposed cockpit with rear seat asircrew housed
inside the fuselarge). According to Ray, they would
do anything 1o be able to get their hands on a Mk1
Gannet.

In conclusion | would like to relay a special
thanks to the following, Don James and the peopie at
ASU for the manufacture of two YERY sturdy bell
cranks, to Bob Delshunty for the additional labour
he provided, to C.P.0. SE Bronco Johnson for his
suppart in refurbishing the cockpit head knockers

" d webbing.
iaam Manager Don Parkinson.

816 SQUADRON
28/8/48 Recommissioned with Fireflies after
service &3 8 Royal Navy squadron 1939-41;
1942-44; snd 1945-48
671953 Served in HMAS Yengeance.
27/4/55 Disbanded at Nowra.
15/8/55
reformed in UK.
2/1956 Squadron emberked in HMAS Melbourne
for Austraiia.
7/1964 Sea Yenams from 724 joined squadran
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Gennets joined squedron. Squadron .

25/8/67 Disbanded at HMAS Alzatross.

10/1/68 Squadron reformed Grumman S-2E
Trackers replaced gannets.

1969 Squadron renumbered ¥YS-816

4/12/76 Fire at HMAS Albatross destroyed ten and
damaged two Trackers.

1977 S-2Gs delivered to Nowra as replace ments
2/7/82 Disbanded and absorbed into YC-851.
9/2/84 Reformed with Wessex Helicoptsrs
transferred from 723 squadron.

30/6/84 All Trackers withdrawn.

816 SQUADRON

Motto: Imutate the wot on ot the hger

GRUMMAN TRAC«EA



DEVELOPMENT OF BRITISH NAVAL
AYIATION AND THE
AUSTRALIAN FLEET AIR ARM

PART 1 IN THE BEGINNING CONT.

A ramp was built extending from a platform on
the starboard midship 12 inch gun turret. From
this assembly secured to the gun barrels, Flight Lt.
Fox successfully flew off 8 Sopwith "1 1/2
Strutter’. Later he rzpeated the feat carrying an
observer and full wireless equipment to compiete
the fisrt successful 1aunch of 8 two seater aircraft
from a British/Australian warship.

Subseguently until the end of hostilities the
‘Austalis’ normally carried two aircraft. The Camel
a3 a fighter and the 1 1/2 strutter for
reconnaissance.

POST WORLD WAR | - WORLD Y “R 2

On 1stApril 1918 the RNAS administersd by the
Admiralty, and the RFC administered by the war
Office, were abglished. The two organisations were
amalgamated to form the Royal Airforce {RAF). Dn
amalgamation the RN lost control of almost 3,000
gircraft and 67,000 men. n 1921 some form of
Navel participstion in flying was regained when
training of Naval Officers as (Observers
recommenced. In 1923 the traiming was extended
to pilots. These RN Officers were attached to the
RAF and held equivalent ranks in both sevices. in
April 1924 the Naval component of the RAF was
named the Fleet Air Arm, Royal Air Force.

The Australian cruisers landed their sircraft
before returmng to Australia in 1919. Excapt for
one Avro Seaplane, in the Australian Flying Corps
(AFC), sircraft were not carried in RAN warships
in the eariy post war years. Tentative plans to
~ form a Fleet Air Arm finally lapsed in 1321 when

the Royal Australian Airfarce ( RAAF) was formed.

In Britain by 1925, all pilats barne in catapuit
ships and 50% of pilots on Aircraft Carriers vere
Naval Officers. However, 8ll major techmical and
adninistrative responsibility r¢_Jined with the
RAF until 1937 when the Admirslly regained
administrative control of the Flest Air Arm (FAA).

In May 1923 the RAN, following Admiralty
policy, instituted a specislist branch of Observers
and provision was made for a selected few t0 be
trained as pilots. They wore RAAF unmiform as fleld
dress but continued to wear RAN uniform for al)
other occasions. |In 1924, a3 part of 9 five year
Naval development programme, it wes decided to
build s seaplane carrier. Named ‘Albastross’ it wss
launched et Cockatas Island Dockyard Sydney on
213t February 1928 and commissioned on 23rd

January 1929. HMAS Albstross was Zesigned to
carry 9 seaplanes; she dispiaced 6,000 tarns, vas
443 feet 9 inches overall and mounted “2.r 47
inch guns.

HMAS Albatross in neavy seas. en roufe [0
the United Kinggom in 1938 Her Seaguil v
atop the awcralt catapull. wds SecCurely
attached and reportedly suffered no Jam-
age. (RAN)

The British Admiralty policy of providing a
Navsl component to the Airforce Fleet Co-operation
Flight wes adopted. Termed the RAN Fleet Air Arm
it closely followed the RN scheme. Volunteeﬂr\s
undertook & 4 year training course with the RA¢ 1
Point Cook Yictoria. The first course commenced in
January 1926. Trainees were given RAAF rank but
ware Naval uniform with a8 distinguishing badge.

'n order to provide and maintain sircraft for
Naval Reconnsisance and survey, No 101 Fleet
Co-operation flight RAAF was for med st point Cook
in Juns 1926. In August that year the flight of 6
Supermarine ‘Sesgull 3’ seaplanes transferred toa
permement shore base st Richmand NSW.

The flight datached to Bowen Queensiand ta carry
out Barrier Resf airial survey and later proceeded
to Port PMlip Yictoria for embarkation in HMAS
Albatross. The 6 a/c plus Sofficers and 41 sirmen
under the command of Squadron Leader A.E. Hempel
embearked on February 1929.

To be continued.
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Members are given notice in accordance with the
Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia NSW. inc
Constitution section 9 that the Annuel General
Meeting w111 be held at the Senior Sailors Mess
H.MAS. Albatross on Sunday the 3rd of March at
10.00 AM.

All members that can possibly make this meeting
are urged to attend. We need st least 40 members
to make up s quorom. PLEASE BE THERE.
R
Februarg

Saturday 16th Navy Race Day Archer Racecourse
March
Sunday 3rd

Annual General Meeting

Albatross Senior Seilors Mess
July

Saturday 13th George Blondell Memorial Yulefest
Bomaderry Bowling Club

L -Augest
Aturday 31st FAA 43rd Anniversary Dinner
HMAS Albatross
November
Friday 1st Albatross Seior Sailors Re-union
December
Sunday B8th Pre Xmas funtion Yenue T B.A.
FAAL REPC™T 1990

1990 has been a significamt year in the
development of the Fleet Air Arm Associstion of
Australia. Not only for our own state Association
now | ncorporated 1n NSW but for the Netional Body
incorpgrated in Founding state W A.

Brieflyon the National front.
A notable decision taken by the Delegates (4 to 1)
was that the “Nationsl Constitution”, then
recognised by WA and NSW would be used by the
secutive whilst being revised by a newly elected
Executive body in consultation with State Delegates.
Other decisions i ncl uded-
1 A National Lapel Bedge conforming to official
design and colours, ie a Roysl Blue Scroll
surrounding Gold Pilats Wings, would bs produced.
2. Capitation fees peid by all States Associations (to
fund the National Body) would be $3.00 per
member per year.
3 A once only joiming fee to be imposed by States
Associstions on MEW joining members was set at
$15.00.; Effective 01 MAY'90. $10.00 wauld be
paid to the Netional Executive to fund National
badges etc, $5.00 would remain with the respective
State Executive.

1991 SOCIAL CALENDAR i

The Federal Council considerad :he Nationai
Constitution paper presented by the 2rasident and
endorsed the AIMS of the National Bedy as being
a) To unite former and serving Fleet Air Arm
personnel in a strong National Association.

b) To foster and preserve the bonds of friendship

and E£sprit De Corps in which there is such pride
and strength

c) To enable members to re-establish and enjoy
regular personsl cantacts, an bath National and
State leval via organised activities including
Re-unions, Newsletters and other published
matter.

d) To assist those members and their families in
need.

e) To support the Australian Naval Aviation
Museum and Historical Flight at NAS Nowra.

f) To represent a public voice of opinion on Naval
Air matters.

Categories of membership were endorsed as;

a) FULL MEMBERS former and Serving personnel
of the RAN and other Navies who have served a
minimum period of twelve months in a Naval
Aviation Billet or twelve manths in a Billet in
support of a Naval Aviation Billet.

b) ASSOC!ATE MEMBER A person who hss an
interest in the Fleet Air Arm but i3 not entitled to
full membarship.

The need for uniform terminology within the
Association wes agreed. Stetes Organisations will
be known &s State Divisions of the Fleet Air Arm
Association.

On the State, NSW Divisional, scene perhaps the
most significant event of the year was the granting
of our Certificate of Associatian Incorporation on
06 March 1990.

Naturally this status requires an approved
Constitution. The FAAA (NSW) constitution adopted
at AGM 11/04/89 and amended 04/03/90 will
again be under scrutiny et AGM 03/03/91.

It is my intention thet our State Association
Costitution is published as part of the Newsletler
for April.

Unfortunately most members will te unfamliar
with the Constitution but, you willnotice on page 11
in this Newsletter & form whereby you may place
any motion an notice for consideration at the AGM.

Heartfelt thanks to those too few regular
stelwarts who always turn out to heip with 8BQS
etc.

Jim Lee
Hon. Secretary and NSW Delegate on Fed Council.
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FLEET AIR ARM REUNION '92

HMAS ALBATROSS 1948-1992

SOth ANNIYERSARY - BATTLE OF THE CORAL SEA

1. Matterson Clem Cgnlan Roger Harrison Theo Bushe-Jones
252 Kinghorn st 12 Jacarands Dr 22 Montans Dr 63 Cravity St
NCWRA 2541 MiLL PARK 3081 HAPPY YALLEY S159 BECKENHAM 6107
Ph: 044-217945 P'ﬁ'!"h3'—'§'0'44591 Ph: 08-3811097 Ph: 09-4519%21

INVITATION TO ATTEND A NATIONAL FLEET AIR ARM RE-UNION

Dear Shipmate,

Following Re~Union ‘88, Divisions
of the FAA Association have been formed in
Yictoria, South Austraiia and New South Wales
along with the founding state of Western Austraiis.
At s conference held earlier this year s Nationel
Executive was elected,

President T.A. Dedswall
Yice President L. Matterson
Treasurer R. Bryce
Secretary |. Ferguson

One of the first moves of this Executives was to
detoil the NSW Division to host 8 re-union
between 2-9 May 1992. This coincides with
RANAS Nowra Air Deay O9th May - 5SO0th
Anniversary Batlle of {he Corsl Sea. The
Committee for Re~Union ‘92 13,

Chairmen R.Cronin

“~egsurer R.Bryce

~sCretary L.d. Matterson

Co-ordinators for the four ststes ars listed sbaove,
still awaiting 8 volunteer to take charge of
Queensland............. any taksrs?

THE RE- UNION IS TO BE KNOWN AS -

FAA RE-UNIQN 92
The Re-union is to be self funding.
To mest costs arising in the form of stationary,
postage and contact of personnel that respend in
the negative, you will understand thst it is
necessary a fee be imposed to cover these costs.
Those that sccept wvill be kapt infor 3 from time
fo time of the progress plus notice of costs
involved. This fee will come under the heading of
"NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ATTEND' end w111 be
10.00. It is to be paid by personsl/dank cheque

or Postal Maoney Order. All forms of payment are to

be made out to FAA RE-UNION '92 ard crossed NOT

NEGOTJABLE.

In the event of a change of mind, therz w111 be no

refund but all excesses will be given to the Naval

Avistion Museum and the Historic Flight jointly.

All co-ordinetors will kesep cash book/s and record

all income, expenditure and issue receipts.

This fee applies to the recipient of the invitation

and not his/her, wife/husband or freind. At the
same time we would express our sincere thanks to

members who decline the invitation but send a
small donstion to assist us to make this s truly

great event.

The organising is just in its infancy and s quick

response will enabie us to qather momentum to
ensure ¢ highly successful venture

Anticipating that there will be a jo0d response let
me say that it will be first in best dressed so, come
on, gat to it and make you decision. You have 17
months to get yourselves free to attend. Long
servics, Annual or Leave of absence etc. Also some
savings to pey fer your asccomodation, mode of
transport and varicus funtions that will be
orgenised. This informetion w1ll be generated to
you par news letter from time to time as necsssary.
On the application form in the Newsletter, thers is
e number of items thet | require o know from the
start so plesss i1l in the questionsire. Plesss
includs on e ssparste pisce of paper the name and
sddress of eny shipmate you know of so that he/she
mey be contacted.

Les Metterson

Hon. Secretary

FAA Re-Union Committes. P ABE 10.



RENEWAL GF MEMBERSHIP
Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia (NSW) ine.
Dear Member,

If you heve not already renewed your
membership, Annual subscriptions of $10.00 for
1991 are now due.

The Annusl General Meeting will be held an Sunday
3rd March n the Senior Sailors Mess, HMAS
Albatross commencing 1100. we look forward to
seeing you thers.

Yours Faithfully

Jim Lee

Honorary Secretary.

Tal 044 217579,

o the Honorary Secretary

FAA. Association NSW inc

PC BOX 28

NOWRA NSW 2541

Please repew my Membership for 1991.

NOTI" _OF NOMIRATION l
TSP ST \
being a financial memaber of the Association, wish tg

nominate the following for electian o tre fxec . ive
and Committee for the year 1991:-

PRESIDENT = e
YICE PRESIDENT ADMIN:- . . . .. ...

...................................................................................

TREASURER - e
hON' SECRETARY -~ ...
COMMITTEEMEN :-

SIGNED . ...
These nomimations showld reach the Hon

Secreiaryg by 31 Jan i99i.

“paancer! You pume gretarp

being 8 financial member of the Association, wish to
propose that the following be put to the AGM for
discussion and adoption IAW the Constitution
Section 12.

....................................................................................

....................................................................................
....................................................................................
....................................................................................

....................................................................................

If in-sufficient space, plesse add an with extra

paper
This jroposal is ‘o reach the Hon'Secretary, FAAA

of Australia NSW ine, po Is*~~ than 31st Jan' 1391
FO 30X 28 NOWRA NSW 2541

I SAiD LaND on THE

Ade PREZDZT mm Comatirree tiede
MEMTETY &b FAMILTS AN A v
MERRY CHRUSTMAS AU LUItH oW L
A iy D MaSeowd mew B ||
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PRESERVING AUSTRALIA'S
NAVAL AVIATION HERITAGE

The Museum of the Future a proper environment for displays of

In July, 1987, the Heritage Trust agreed memorabilia. A National Capital

that a New Museum Complex was needed Campaign to raise $2.0 million com-

to provide the aircraft on display with menced in 1987 Please give generously.

protection from the elements and provide  Donations are Tax Deductible.

PUBLIC SUPPORT

The Musewm depends upon public South Wales, with some 100,000 visitors
financial support to assist the volunteers each year, the staff of the Museum and

to improve, update and preserve this Historic Flight accept a monumental task.
heritage. As the biggest single tourist So generous public donations are not only
attraction on the South Coast of New welcome they are very necessary.

= Vintage Aircraft : * Dijsplays of Theatres of War

* Aircraft Engines * Souvenir Shop

* Aircraft Models * Free Parking

* Photographic Displays = Free Picnic & Gas BBQ Area

* Exhibits of rockets, bombs, * Group Tour Bookings

torpedoes and guns

SrONEY i
[ -

oy
>0 s e Il AVER l; .'-"_"'.’
NOWRA

A5 MLBATRCSS
AIR STANON —ay
MUSEUM

[ Rl AVEV -V VO

Ph. (044) 21 1920

OPEN EVERY DAY 10am-4pm
EXCEPT CHRISTMAS DAY & GOOD FRIDAY






