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   FOREWORD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 As the current Commander of your Fleet Air Arm I am pleased to report that over the last six months we have been active 
supporting the Fleet with flights or detachments presently or recently embarked in Parramatta, Warramunga, Toowoomba, 
Sydney, Success, Kanimbla and Leeuwin.  For me this is what the Fleet Air Arm is all about and I sincerely appreciate the 
support we get from the Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia in making it happen. 
 
Looking forward it is also clearly evident that the light of a new dawn is breaking on the horizon for Navy.  In just a few short 
years Navy will introduce two new Canberra class amphibious support ships (both bigger than the old Melbourne) and three 
new Hobart class air warfare destroyers.  Both classes will provide the Fleet Air Arm with more opportunities to commit avi-
ation in a meaningful way at sea. 
 
As we look ahead, the shape of Navy, and the Fleet Air Arm, for the next 30 years has been outlined in the recent Defence 
White Paper.  While broadly this covers the introduction of these new highly capable surface platforms and ultimately 12 
new submarines, specifically for the Fleet Air Arm this will include six new MRH90 helicopters to replace the venerable Sea 
King in the maritime support role and the acquisition, as a matter of urgency, of at least 24 new maritime combat helicopters 
to fill the gap left by the failed Seasprite project and replace the aging Seahawks (they are now 20 years old).  You will see 
the first MRH90s flying around Nowra from early 2011.  Work is also now well under way to establish the new maritime 
combat helicopter project, and given the degree of urgency the Government has attached to this project, we will be looking 
for a military off the shelf solution to start coming on line in the first half of the next decade. 
 
So you can see the next few years will continue to bring enormous change to your Fleet Air Arm.  In recognising the com-
plexity and unique nature of what we do, the Chief of Navy’s New Generation Navy program that you may have heard about 
in the media will see the Fleet Air Arm continuing as a discrete command in its own right.  The Chief is rolling this program 
out over the next few months and it should be no surprise to anyone that his focus is on ensuring the future health of Navy, 
its people and their families.  In big picture terms, the New Generation Navy program is about aligning Navy with the Gov-
ernment’s strategic reform program and the Defence White Paper.  I consider your ongoing support as an Association look-
ing out for the welfare of today’s Fleet Air Arm as a vital element in this program to maintain and grow the current Naval 
Aviation community to meet the many challenges and opportunities that undoubtedly lay ahead. 
 
Thanks, 
 
FLY NAVY 
 
COMMANDER FLEET AIR 
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                  CDRE A. DALTON, RAN 
 
 
 
 
    Commodore Anthony Dalton grew up in Melbourne and joined the Navy in mid 1980 as an 18 year old direct entry aviation Mid-
shipman. He graduated from pilot's course in September 1981 and went on to dux his Iroquois helicopter conversion with No 5 Squad-
ron in 1982. Over the course of the next 15 years he served with four Fleet Air Arm Squadrons, as well as a tour with the Multinational 
Force and Observers in the Sinai, keeping the peace between Israel and Egypt, and also a two year exchange as an instructor pilot, 
with the Royal Navy's 705 Squadron. 
 
 He has amassed over 5500 military helicopter flying hours and has extensive experience as a Sea King and Seahawk flight pilot, a 
display pilot and as a qualified helicopter instructor. He ultimately served as Executive Officer of 816 Squadron in 1996 and Command-
ing Officer of 805 Squadron in 2001. 
 
 In 1997, following his promotion to Commander, he served as the aviation representative on the Naval Aviation Force Management 
Review, a comprehensive examination of Naval aviation's performance and finances that developed the framework to carry the Fleet 
Air Arm into the 21st Century. In 1998, he took up the position of the Training authority - Aviation, responsible for all aspects of aviation 
training within Navy. In 2002, following his tour as Commanding Officer 805 Squadron, he was posted to the United States Naval War 
College in Newport Rhode Island for Command and Staff training and promoted to Captain. 
 
 He returned from the United Sates to the Defence Materiel Organisation as the Director Navy Aviation Projects in December 2003, 
becoming responsible for over $2 billion worth of Navy Aviation projects, including the much troubled Super Seasprite programme. In 
April 2007, he commenced a tour as Director Naval Officers' Postings. He was promoted to Commodore in May 2008 and took up his 
current position as the Commander Australian Navy Aviation Group in June 2008. This position has now been re-catagorised  to Com-
mander Fleet Air as of July 2009. 
 
 Commodore Dalton is married with two daughters and resides in the Shoalhaven. He jogs, slowly and enjoys cycling and bush walk-
ing when not flying. 
 
 

Front Cover :      
 
  On display for the first time, the new FAAAofA Banner is 
paraded at the ANZAC Day march at Bomaderry. It is carried by 
two volunteers from the Bomaderry Venturers, Sacha Clark and 
Ben Shepherd.                                                        . 
 
 
Photo provided by the Photographic Section at HMAS Albatross 
and was taken by taken by   
 

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES FOR THE NEXT EDITION           
 
  All articles and associated information for the next issue 
need to be in the hands of the Editor by the 25th Septem-
ber  2009. 
 
 Please note that this is very near to the Federal Council 
Meeting ( early October) so please consider this when for-
warding material. 
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The total killed in certain areas cannot be comprehended. 
400,000 allies killed in the ‘Meat Grinder, 27,000 Australians 
killed taking ‘Moquet’farm and the list goes on – remembering 
them is another thing. 
 
 It was a great experience and will be remembered forever, 
 Lest we forget! 

           Kevin Camm 

Ed, 
 
 After reading your column (Vol 20 No 1 – 2009) and your com-
ment on the wearing of the Fleet Air Arm Blazer, might I relate to 
you my experience of late when I wore it with pride. 
 
 My son and I did a battle tour in 2009 which had us at the 
Dawn Service’ at Villers Brittoneaux.  I wore my blazer and med-
als all day as we went to four other Anzac services and a couple 
of RAN officers who were based in London recognised it. We 
had a good old chat and one of them had worked in Sydney with 
people I knew. It was a great experience, the whole day. 
 
  The most moving event of the whole tour was the sunset 
ceremony at the ‘Menn Gate’.  At 8 PM every night, this ceremo-
ny takes place , a special one. That is the one I attended and 
might I say it was very moving. It reduced grown men to tears, 
including me. To think they do it every night. Three of the five 
trumpeters (they were great) had OAM’s. I was amazed. One of 
the chaps has being doing it for fifty years! 
 

 The tour, quite comprehensive; our guide was an Englishman 

living in Normand. His information on the battle sites was amaz-

ing; it was if he had been there. Ypres and Amiens were the 

main areas covered. We started at 9AM and finished at 7PM 

every day, the amount of sites, battlegrounds and cemeteries we 

visited cannot be elaborated on here; 890 cemeteries alone 

around Amiens.  

Dear Ed, 

  Further to the unnamed Lieutenant (SL) P and his cri de 

Coeur over the demise of the embroidered wings, I have to con-

fess I am the guilty party. 

 Back in 1964 when serving with the RAAF at Williamtown, I 

wrote a letter to FOCEA suggesting that here was a need for a 

metal badge to be worn in summer uniform. I was tired of seeing 

tatty embroidered badges stuck on 4W dress uniform by various 

means, even I guess, sticky tape. 

My intention was just for a badge for summer wear and there 

was no intention on my part to see embroidered wings on the 

sleeve done away with. 

ED, 

Following your article in Volume 20, Number 1, on Korean War  

participants I can throw a little second hand light on the three 

pilots who died, as my father knew them all.  All three were lost 

on combat missions flying Furies. 

 

6 November 1951: Lt Keith E. Clarkson was shot down on a 

rocketry mission, and his aircraft flew into the ground. 

 

7 December 1951. Sub Lt. R R 'Dick' Sinclair attempted to bail 

out of his aircraft, presumably after damage, also on a rocketry 

mission.  He was struck by the tail - this is of course before ejec-

tor seats - and killed.  His body was recovered and returned to 

HMAS Sydney, from where he was buried at sea. He left a wife 

and a baby son. 

2 January 1952: Sub Lt. Ron Coleman "went into a cloud and 

never came out" while on a combat air patrol.  My father's log 

records "search for lost Fury" the next day. 

 

I also have a little background on the ox carts.  It might seems a  

strange thing to send high performance aircraft out to strafe yo-

kels, until you have the missing piece of information:  Some of 

the carts would explode when hit.  They were being used to 

transport ammunition. 

Regards                                                      Andy Champ 
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 Another book celebrating the history of the RAN FAA. 
 

The book on the Sycamore has commenced and is 
beginning to take shape with a few members having submitted 
their experiences, photos and data, but more is definitely need-
ed. 

 
The format will be the same as the Gannet book, but this time 
I’m biting the bullet and will self publish, and avoid the time de-
lays and unwarranted editing by publishers, that’s if you can find 
one that is willing to publish a book on a forgotten helicopter and 
the men involved with it.  
 
 
If anyone would consider being part of the project with proof 
reading, editing or any aspect of publishing the book I would be 
more than happy to share the work load. 
 
What we need is more contributions from members who have 
had anything to do with the Sycamore, personal experiences, 
good or bad,  technical data, photos or slides and anything that 
might help to create a history of its service with the RAN FAA. 
 
All material will be carefully copied, scanned and returned within 
a few days by registered mail, also when sending material 
please do so by registered mail or copy to disks to avoid any 
loss or e-mail. 
 
Please send all material to : 
 
Ben Patynowski 
16 Cowper St 
Fairy Meadow NSW 2519 

 

 
LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 

 

I have recently been contacted by the family of a former Fleet Air 
Arm officer enquiring about experiences with cancer in the fami-
lies of ex-servicemen. 
 
Their father spent the majority of his service based at Albatross 
with various overseas postings as well as regular trips on HMAS 
Melbourne and other ships during the 1950s and 1960s. 
 
Recently, two of the officer’s children have been diagnosed with 
aggressive forms of cancer in middle age (under 50). Unfortu-
nately, the cancer proved to be fatal for one of the children. 
 
“My family situation is that I am the youngest of four boys - my 
oldest  brother died from liver cancer at age 48, and my second 
eldest brother lost an eye to cancer, and has recently being di-
agnosed with melanomas on his liver  at age 52.” 
 
The family have no idea whether the diagnoses may be linked to 
exposure their father may have encountered during his naval 
service, or whether it is more likely to be due to genetic factors 
pertaining to the father. 
 
If reader’s share similar experiences, you are encouraged to 
share your stories with the family at lsouthon@hotmail.com. 

 
 Ph. (02) 42841801 
Please note my new e-mail address 
 bandhpatynowski@bigpond.com 
 
Hoping to hear from past contributors and new supporters for 
the Sycamore project. 
                                      
                                         ************ 
 
  From the Editor, 
            This is another project that I am sure  will 
produce a book every bit as good as his previous one on the 
‘Gannet’. Those of you who saw the result or bought it would 
attest to its value as a historical record of  some of our heritage. 
 Considering Ben is a ‘civy’ he did a very good job and into the 
bargain he donated the proceeds of the book to the Fleet Air 
Arm Association. It would be very much appreciated if you could 
supply some input towards this new venture and you may just 
get your name in lights forever.  Any associated articles may not 
seem of any use to you but in the whole context they may be 
very useful.  

 

This was a classic case of unexpected consequences. DNAP 

(Captain Bailey) and the Second Naval Member (Rear Admiral 

Smith) grabbed the ball and ran away with it, resulting in the 

ghastly ‘Weetie’s Packet’ tin wings we were saddled with, and 

everyone else getting in on the act. 

It wouldn't have been too bad if the design had been nearer 

USN wings; in time I personally came to accept the move to the 

shoulder to bring us into line with the rest of the world. 

 

The second letter I wish I had never written was to draw atten-

tion to the anomaly whereby commodores could only be award-

ed AO's, which of course we never did as they all went to the 

two stars. The result; subsequent one stars got AM's.! 

 

                       Norman Lee 

mailto:lsouthon@hotmail.com
mailto:bandhpatynowski@bigpond.com
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Microwaving Water! 
 
       A 26-year old man decided to have a cup of coffee.  He took 
a cup of water and put it in the microwave to heat it up 
(something that he had done numerous times before). I am not 
sure how long he set the timer for, but he wanted to bring the 
water to a boil.  
When the timer shut the oven off, he removed the cup from the 
oven.  As he looked into the cup, he noted that the water was 
not boiling, but suddenly the water in the cup 'blew up' into his 
face. The cup remained intact until he threw it out of his hand, 
but all the water had flown out into his face due to the build up of 
energy. 
 His whole face is blistered and he has1st and 2nd degree burns  
to his face, which may leave scarring. He also may have lost 
partial sight in his left eye. 
 While at the hospital, the doctor who was attending to him stat-
ed that this is a common occurrence and water (alone) should 
never be heated in a microwave oven. If water is heated in this 
manner, something should be placed in the cup to diffuse the 
energy such as a wooden stir stick, tea bag, etc..., 
 (nothing metal). 
 
 General Electric’s Response: 
 
       Thanks for contacting us, I will be happy to assist you. The 
e-mail that you received is correct. Microwaved water and other 
liquids do not always bubble when they reach the boiling point. 
They can actually get superheated and not bubble at all. The 
superheated liquid will bubble up out of the cup when it is moved 
or when something like a spoon or tea bag is put into it. 
       To prevent this from happening and causing injury, do not 
heat any liquid for more than two minutes per cup. After heating, 
let the cup stand in the microwave for thirty seconds before mov-
ing it or adding anything  into it. 
 
       Here is what our local science teacher had to say on the 
matter: 

 

 “Thanks for the microwave warning. I have seen this happen 

before. It is caused by a phenomenon known as super heating. 

It can occur anytime water is heated and will particularly occur if 

the vessel that the water is heated in is new, or when heating a 

small amount of water (less than half a cup). 

       What happens is that the water heats faster than the vapour 

bubbles can form. If the cup is very new then it is unlikely to 

have small surface scratches inside it that provide a place for 

the bubbles to form. As the bubbles cannot form and release 

some of the heat has built up, the liquid does not boil, and 

the liquid continues to heat up well past its boiling point. What 

then usually happens is that the liquid is bumped or jarred, 

 which is just enough of a shock to cause the bubbles to rapidly 

form and expel the hot liquid.  

 The rapid formation of bubbles is also why a carbonat-
ed beverage ‘’spews’ when opened after having been shaken”. 
 
       If you pass this on you could very well save someone from a 
lot of pain and suffering. 
 
Ed, 
  Thanks to Nev Cowgill for this tip for ‘older folks’ to be aware 
of. 

Some unusual facts: 
 
'Stewardesses'  
is the longest word typed with only the left hand.  
 
 'Lollipop'    
is the longest word typed with your right hand. 
(Bet you tried this out mentally, didn't you?)   
 
No word in the English language rhymes with month, orange, 
silver, or purple.   
 
'Dreamt' is the only English word that ends in the letters 'mt'.  
(Are you doubting this?)   
 
Our eyes, are always the same size from birth, but our nose and 
ears  
never stop growing.     
 
The sentence:  
'The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog' uses every letter 
of the alphabet.  
(Now, you KNOW you're going to try this out for accuracy, 
right?   
 
The words 'racecar,' 'kayak' and 'level' are the same whether 
they are read left to right or right to left (palindromes).  
(Yep, I knew you were going to 'do' this one.)   
 
There are only four words in the English language which end in 
'dous':  
tremendous, horrendous, stupendous, and hazardous.  
(You're not doubting this, are you?)   
   
There are two words in the English language that have all five 
vowels in order: 'abstemious' and 'facetious.'  
 
‘TYPEWRITER’ , is the longest word  that can be made using 
the letters only on one row of the keyboard.  
(All you typists are going to test this out)   
 
A cat has 32 muscles in each ear.   
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A goldfish, has a memory span of three seconds.  
(Some days that's about what my memory span is.)   
 
A 'jiffy' is an actual unit of time for 1/100th of a second.   
 
A shark is the only fish that can blink with both eyes.  
 
A snail can sleep for three years.  
(I know some people that could do this too.!)   
 
Almonds are a member of the peach family.     
 
An ostrich's eye is bigger than its brain.  
(I know some people like that also)    
 
Babies are born without kneecaps. They don't appear until the 
child reaches 2 to 6 years of age.  
 
February 1865 is the only month in recorded history not to have 
a full moon.   
 
In the last 4,000 years, no new animals have been domesticat-
ed.  
 
If the population of China walked past you, 8 abreast, the line 
would never end because of the rate of reproduction.    
 
Leonardo Da Vinci invented the scissors.  
 
Peanuts are one of the ingredients of dynamite!  
  
Rubber bands last longer  when refrigerated.  
  
The average person's left hand does 56%  of the typing.    
  
The cruise liner, QE 2  moves only six inches for each gallon of 
diesel that it burns.     
 
 
The microwave, was invented  after a researcher walked by a 
radar tube and a chocolate bar melted in his pocket.  
(Good thing he did that.)    
 
The winter of 1932 was so cold that Niagara Falls froze com-
pletely solid.  
  
There are more chickens than people in the world.    
  
Winston Churchill was born in a ladies' room during a dance.    
  
 Women blink nearly twice as much as men.  
  
 
 

 Now you know more than you did before!!    
   

 
  Make sure you are seated before you read  
               this ! 
 
THE highest paid non-officer in the military is not an SAS 
sergeant fluent in three languages taking out Taliban bomb-
makers in Afghanistan - it's the guy cooking food on a sub-
marine. 
 
A senior sub-sea chef with more than six years experience un-
der his belt earns up to $200,000 a year, the same money as a 
junior admiral. 
 
The cooks receive a base pay of just $58,806 a year but when 
all the submarine and critical trades allowances are tallied up, 
the figure jumps to almost $200,000. 
 
Such is the reluctance of qualified cooks to live and work in a 
steel pressure tube deep under the sea, preparing three hearty 
"comfort" meals a day for up to 58 people, that even $4000 a 
week can't attract enough starters. 
 
Like many of the "submarine critical trades", the ranks of cooks 
dwindled during a mining boom that offered similar pay, a solid 
dose of sunshine every day and more regular family time. 
 
The only daylight submariners see during lengthy underwater 
exercises is if the skipper decides the ocean's surface is calm 
enough and free from the "enemy" for a deck barbecue. 
 
Submarine cooks are employed in a category known as 
"individuals critical to the navy" so they attract a bonus of 
$50,000 a year just for turning up.  
 
An experienced cook also gets a capability bonus of $40,000, a 
seagoing allowance of $22,254 and submarine service allow-
ance of $26,703. 
 
Three cooks - one a leading seaman and two able seamen - 
work the subs' cramped galleys and are usually the most popu-
lar people on-board a Collins Class submarine. 
 
During one six-month deployment on board HMAS Rankin, the 
cooks prepared 22,000 meals in their small, steamy galleys. 
A submariner pay scale provided to The Daily Telegraph ex-
plains just why "cash" did not show up in exit surveys as a key 
reason for leaving the submarine service. 
 
The commanding officer of a sub at the rank of lieutenant com-
mander with more than six years experience would earn close to 
$250,000 a year after allowances. 
 
The salaries make submariners the elites of the Australian De-
fence Force, paid even more than highly trained SAS soldiers 
operating deep behind enemy lines in Afghanistan. 
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The three-star Navy chief Vice-Admiral Russ Crane gets a base 
salary of $242,000 a year while a navy captain with six years 
experience gets just $139,000 - or $60,000 less than the cook 
on a sub. 
 

Article from: DAILY TELEGRAPH 
  

By Ian McPhederan 
 

June 08, 2009  
 
 

Retirement age is 65, might be a few of you that could still burn 
some water ! 

Ed, 
 I feel I must add to Allan Spearpoint’s letter “At sea on board 
HMAS Melbourne 1960” in Slipstream Vol 20 Number1 of 2009. 
 The event he is citing involved my aircraft, Sea Venom 802 of 
805 Squadron. This aircraft made history by taking the crash 
barrier at night. Due to another event that I will elaborate on lat-
er, it would have made history by being the first aircraft to eject 
at night at sea. 
 Allan describes the event correctly, but a few more things 
made it more memorable. 
I think Lt Cdr Payne was the Flight Deck Officer and how many 
times has one stood on the deck and heard the pipe “For exer-
cise, rig the crash barrier”; and timing was a crucial factor. Does 
familiarity breed contempt?  I will also elaborate later. 
The event. 
 Night Flying and Sea Venom 802 did a heavy landing and 
bounced over the arrestor wires. I heard a loud bang as he 
bounced and I reported it to our AEO (S/Lt Lamb). 
 802 was told to do a ‘bolter’ to see if all was correct and in 
doing so sparks and rubber went everywhere. He circled to burn 
off excess fuel and then the time came to ‘rig the crash barrier’. 
In the shortest of time it was rigged and the aircraft was called 
‘on long final’, suddenly the top starboard attachment of the bar-
rier let go. Down came the barrier. “Re-rig the barrier” sounded 
out, the barrier was dropped, re-connected and raised for the 
aircraft as it touched down. It was close but the barrier did its job 
and the aircraft was arrested. 
 The aircrew, Barry Orr and David Innes from memory said ‘if 
the arrest didn’t work they were ejecting as they had little fuel 
left. 
 On inspection, the bang initially heard was the nose oleo ex-
ploding and the fescalised ram had dropped down and embed-
ded in the nose wheel, which stopped it from rotating. I think the 
deck hook was also damaged. How do I know? – I was there. 
 The barrier, does practice make perfect? You be the judge! 

 Kevin Camm 

 
       NOTICE OF INTENTION 
 
HMAS  Melbourne‘s Association Reunion 
 
    The Association Committee met last week and due to the 
promising response of emails and other promotion of the pro-
posal,  it was decided to proceed with the idea and hold the 
event on Saturday the 18/10/2010 in Nowra N.S.W. The venues, 
format and programme for that weekend will be determined at a 
later date. The Captain of H.M.A.S. Albatross, Manager of the 
Fleet Air Arm Museum, Fleet Air Arm Association, Shoalhaven 
Naval Men's Association and others have generously offered 
their support. 
  
    The Association will continue to seek further expressions of 
interest through Ship, Branch and Association websites as well 
as newspapers, magazines and journals. We would appreciate if 
you would inform those you know, who may be interested, to 
contact me at the address below. The invitation is open anyone 
who has served on any of the H.M.A.S. Melbourne's and their 
partners/friends.  
  
    I will regularly keep you informed of progress and any deci-
sions made by the Association. Early in 2010, we will be looking 
for an "intention to attend"  so the organizers can 
then investigate suitable venues. 
  
    Once again, thank you for your response.  
    Regards  
    Dean Gedling. 
    Vice President 
  
    sicambre@optusnet.com.au  or Dean Gedling c/o H.M.A.S. 
Melbourne Association, P.O. Box 4011 Bradbury. N.S.W. 2560 
 

 NOWRA   NSW  ***   18th OCTOBER 2010 

 
Ed, 
  
   I have had an ex-handler make contact with me who 
is looking for those that served with him and those who 
were in his Handlers class, his name is Don Wright, he 
served from 1950 to 1956 and served on Vengeance, 
please make contact with me and I will pass on your de-
tails. 
with thanks , 
Kind regards  
Tas Browning 
 
 avelon.browning@bigpond.com      

mailto:sicambre@optusnet.com.au
mailto:avelon.browning@bigpond.com
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FAA goodwill mission to Indonesia   
 
This photograph, on HMAS Melbourne during a visit to Jakarta in the early 1960s, features some friendly sailors from the Indonesian 
Navy who were enjoying an inspection tour of our famous aircraft carrier - posing for a snap next to a FAW Sea Venom. It’s a photo 
taken before Indonesian President Sukarno began his (1963-65) ‘confrontation’ with Malaysia. 
 
During the ship’s visit to Jakarta President Sukarno cancelled a courtesy visit to Melbourne, at the last minute, allegedly a snub relating 
to comments made in the Australian Parliament. At the time Melbourne’s visit was seen as an attempt to build  friendly Australia-
Indonesian relations - but these were difficult times and diplomatic relations were ‘touchy’.  
 
Sadly, Indonesia’s policy of ‘confrontation’ began in 1963; after the Federation of Malaysia was declared. Malaysia included the former 
British colonies of Malaya, Singapore (later to withdraw), Sarawak (North Borneo) and Sabah - to which Indonesia was opposed. 
 
Sukarno, possibly fearing a threat, considered Malaysia a ‘puppet state’ of British neo-colonialism, and sent Indonesian forces to make 
landings in Borneo and Malaya. Immediately Britain, Australia and New Zealand pledged support for Malaysia and set about bolstering 
the Malaysian armed forces, who were dealing with civil unrest at home.    
 
Australia assigned FESR destroyers Vampire, Vendetta and Duchess and the frigate Derwent to the area. With tensions rising, HMAS 
Sydney, now a fast troop transport, moved troops and equipment to Jesselton in North Borneo; then, in May 1964, six Ton Class mine-
sweepers began patrol work in the region. HMAS Melbourne also made visits following SEATO and FESR duties.  
 
RAN ships deployed during the ‘Confrontation’ patrolled the South China Sea, the Straits of Malacca and Singapore Straits, intercept-
ing Indonesian boats infiltrating arms and troops, and at times coming under fire. HMAS Yarra fired 70 rounds in one bombardment. 
Apart from RAN vessels, Australia sent two infantry battalions and RAAF squadrons to support the Malaysian and British forces.  
 
Following an attempted coup in Indonesia, Sukarno was forced to step down. The conflict finally ended when a formal agreement was 
reached between Indonesia and Malaysia on 13 August 1966.  
 
An important role for RAN ships is ‘showing the flag’ and generating goodwill in foreign ports. HMAS Melbourne did its bit visiting Ja-
karta at a difficult time. Indonesia at that stage was still resolving political matters and issues from WW11 and the Dutch East Indies 
days. We’re happy to say nowadays RAN ships often visit Indonesian ports on goodwill missions.    
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photo caption: Indonesian sailors pose next to a Sea Venom whilst touring HMAS Melbourne during the ship’s visit to Jakarta. (Photo  
and article - Kim Dunstan)  
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HANDLERS AT PLAY  -  ANZAC DAY  SYNEY 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 54 PILOTS COURSE  -  45 YEARS RE-UNION  09 MAY 2009, MULWALLA, NSW  

Dusty Rankin, Chalky Joyce, Petals Flower, Smiley McGowan, Bill McGinley, Terry Kirkman, Fury Kirkman, Slim 
Smith, Rats Rattray, Butch Ross, Tug Wilson. 

Back row far left  -  Graham "Beatles " Bailey 
Middle Row  2nd left -   Tony "Hurl" Hill               absent - absent  - Colin "Farmer" Talbot  
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Brian Dutch and Paul Hamon at the Buderim Anzac Day cere-
mony this year. Paul has laid a wreath from the Fleet Air Arm at 
Buderim for 10 years or so. Pretty good going! 

to replace the Hornets, presumably meaning FA18E Super Hor-
nets.( the FA18E is an American  replacement for the FA18) 
He then referred to the B54 bomber! The B54 was only a design 
study and did not even reach the prototype stage, let alone pro-
duction. This gentleman was probably trying to refer to the Boe-
ing B52 Strato-fortress. 
His most amazing assertion was that the Bureau of Meteorolo-
gy’s presentation between 1130 and 1200 Monday to Friday 
mornings is a “complete waste of time “ because the weather 
comes on again immediately after the Mid-day News. 
 The Bureau ‘s late morning time slot (soap-box) is very popu-
lar with listeners. His comments must have irritated many listen-
ers particularly this ex RAAF one. 
 

WELL ! 
      Apart from the fact that I probably didn’t need a lec-
ture on the type aircraft the RAAF have or intend to get , I 
thought that ‘soap-box’ programs were designed to amuse the 
listeners  and generate comments which in the main tend to be 
ridiculous anyway. Not much knowledgeable information seems 
to find its ways into these programs, and from what I read here 
the comments given by the listener certainly did that.  
 Are we to believe as well, that everyone who was not in the 
RAAF should have a 100% knowledge of their current ‘White 
Paper’ results and that Meteorological Bureaus are popular even 
when they get a heck of a lot forecasts wrong !  
Also the address ‘Australian Museum of Flight ‘ has not existed 
for quite some time now and the PO Box number for our Associ-
ation is 7115 not 7015—some more miss information. 
 
 Give up and have a smile !!!! You have done exactly what 
‘soap-boxes’ want, generate more comment . I would send the 
writer a copy of this magazine if he had bothered to put his 
name and address on the letter, the closest that I can come to it 
is:   
 
Tech Officer (MET) retired 
Civil Aviation Historical Society 
West Torrens Museum 
South Australia 
  
And I will personally send a copy to that institution if I find that it 
exists in the hope it gets back to you. 
 
                          Ed 

 

 I received in the mail this week a letter from and ex RAAF per-
son who I presume from the content was in the Meteorology 
branch ( TECH OFF MET). 
 
 The background seems to be there was a talk back session 
(soapbox) regarding the fate of an Airbus 330 on an Adelaide 
radio station (ABC 891); relating to particularly severe and ex-
treme turbulence around cumulo-nimbus clouds (thunderstorms)  
and C.A.T. (clear air turbulence) associated with Jet-streams. 
 
 The commentator of the station requested the services of a 
qualified aviation meteorologist  to comment. The following com-
ments were from one of the respondents. 
 
 A listener’s opening statement was that he had served on an 
Australian Aircraft Carrier, presumably HMAS  Melbourne which 
initially carried DH Sea Venom jets. 
 His remarks regarding military aviation and the Bureau of Mete-
orology’s time slot  between 1130 and 1200 Monday to Friday 
were uninformed and inaccurate—very surprising coming from a 
former member of our RAN’s Fleet Air Arm. 
 
Firstly he made the astounding remark that the RAAF should 
consider acquiring Russian MIG or SUKHOI fighter aircraft to 
replace our current FA18 Hornets!  He also referred to  F18’s 

  

  An  elderly woman died last month. Having never mar-

ried,  she requested no male pallbearers. In her  handwritten 

instructions for her memorial service,  she wrote, 'They would-

n't take me out while I was  alive, I don't want them to take me 

out when I'm  dead.'  
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FOUR THINGS YOU PROBABLY NEVER KNEW YOUR MO-
BILE PHONE COULD DO 
 
Here are a few things that can be done in times of grave emer-
gencies.  Your mobile phone can actually be a life saver or an 
emergency tool for survival. Check out the things that you can 
do with it: 
 
FIRST Emergency 
The Emergency Number worldwide for Mobile is 112. 
If you find yourself out of the coverage area of your mobile; net-
work and there is an emergency, dial 112 and the mobile will 
search any existing network to establish the emergency number 
for you, and interestingly this number 112 can be dialed even if 
the keypad is locked. Try it out. 
 
SECOND   Have you locked your keys in the car? 
Does your car have remote keyless entry? This may come in 
handy someday. Good reason to own a cell phone: If you lock 
your keys in the car and the spare keys are at home, call some-
one at home on their mobile phone from your cell phone. 
Hold your cell phone about a foot from your car door and have 
the person at your home press the unlock button, holding it near 
the mobile phone on their end. Your car will unlock. Saves 
someone from having to drive your keys to you. Distance is no 
object. You could be hundreds of miles away, and if you can 
reach someone who has the other 'remote' for your car, you can 
unlock the doors (or the boot). 
 
THIRD    Hidden Battery Power 
Imagine your mobile battery is very low.  
To activate, press the keys *3370# Your mobile will restart with 
this reserve and the instrument will show a 50% increase in bat-
tery. This reserve will get charged when you charge your mo-
bile next time. 
 
FOURTH     How to disable a STOLEN mobile phone? 
To check your Mobile phone's serial number, key in the following 
digits on your phone: * # 0 6 # 
A 15 digit code will appear on the screen. This number is unique 
to your handset. Write it down and keep it somewhere safe. IF 
your phone is stolen, you can phone your service provider and 
give them this code. They will then be able to block your handset 
so even if the thief changes the SIM card, your phone will be 
totally useless. You probably won't get your phone back, but at 
least you know that whoever stole it can't use/sell it either. If 
everybody does this, there would be no point in people stealing 
mobile phones.  
 
ATM -  PIN Number Reversal - Good to Know 

 

If you should ever be forced by a robber to withdraw money from 

an ATM machine, you can notify the police by entering your PIN 

# in reverse. For example, if your pin number is 1234, then you  

would put in 4321. The ATM system recognizes that your PIN 
number is backwards from the ATM card you placed in the ma-
chine. The machine will still give you the money you requested, 
but unknown to the robber, the police will be immediately dis-
patched to the location. This information was recently broadcast 
on CTV by Crime Stoppers however it is seldom used because 
people just don't know about it. Please pass this along to every-
one.  

 

This is the kind of information people don't mind receiving, so 

pass it on to your family and friends   

  

 

Thoughts for the Reserve Bank Governor 
 
   It is August. In a small town on the South Coast of France, 
holiday season is in full swing, but it is raining so there is not too 
much business happening. Everyone is heavily in debt. Luckily, 
a rich Russian tourist arrives in the foyer of the small local hotel.  
He asks for a room and puts a Euro100 note on the reception 
counter, takes a key and goes to inspect the room located up 
the stairs on the third floor. 
 The hotel owner takes the banknote in hurry and rushes to his 
meat supplier to whom he owes E100.  
The butcher takes the money and races to his wholesale suppli-
er to pay his debt.  
The wholesaler rushes to the farmer to pay E100 for pigs he 
purchased some time ago.  
The farmer triumphantly gives the E100 note to a local prostitute 
who gave him her services on credit.  
The prostitute goes quickly to the hotel, as she owed the hotel 
for her hourly room use to entertain clients.  
At that moment, the rich Russian is coming down to reception, 
he informs the hotel owner that the proposed room is unsatisfac-
tory and takes his E100 back and departs.  
 
There was no profit or income.  But, everyone no longer has any 
debt and the small town people look optimistically towards their 
future. 
  
COULD THIS BE THE SOLUTION TO THE Global Financial 
Crisis?  Or, is there a catch here?  

A doctor examining a woman who had been rushed to the Emer-
gency Room, took  the husband aside, and said, 'I don't like the 
looks of your wife at all.'  
'Me neither doc,' said the husband. 'But she's a great cook and 
really  good with the kids.' 
                *** 
 Moe: 'My wife got me to believe in religion.'  
Joe: 'Really?'  
Moe: 'Yeah. Until I married her I didn't believe in Hell  
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EARNEST HARRY (BLUE) WEBSTER 
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY 1945 TO 1957 

 
The journey of a General Service Stores Rating who became a 
pseudo “Birdie” who was born in September 1947. 
 
I was a Supply Assistant serving on the Corvette HMAS Echuca 
carrying out minesweeping operations in New Guinea and North 
Queensland; when a signal was received to the effect that the 
Australian Government was going to obtain an Aircraft Carrier 
and required Five Supply Assistants and One Supply Petty Of-
ficer to be seconded to the Royal Navy for training in Air Stores. 
 
Being a 19year old brave young sailor who had recently wit-
nessed  the sinking of HMAS Warnambool after having struck a 
mine, I thought “Bugger this I will volunteer”. To my surprise, I 
was selected and drafted to HMAS Penguin for secondment to 
the Royal Navy. On arrival in the U.K. we were briefed on the 
way we where to be trained in Naval Air Stores. 
 
The “Journey had begun”. 
 
January 1948 
 
My first posting was to HMS Ceres in Yorkshire which was the 
training depot for all miscellaneous branches. The course was 
full on with having to learn all the systems of the Fleet Air Arm, 
including forms, reference books; modification certificates etc. 
 
February 1948 
 
I was posted along with two others to RNAS Vulture which was 
located near St Merryn in Cornwall for hands on experience be-
cause they were using Sea Fury and Firefly aircraft. 
 
May 1948 
 
We were posted to HMS Implacable which was the largest carri-
er in the Royal Navy. Boy what an eye opener that was after 
being on a corvette. There were 5 hangers on 2 levels and I 
must admit I got lost a few times. At the time they were trialing 
the first Jet Aircraft which was the fore-runner to the Sea Ven-
om. 
 
August 1948 
 
I was posted to HMS Glory in Plymouth. By this time Sydney 
had come from Belfast and was along side with a lot of the crew 
arriving from Australia. By that time aircrew and maintenance 
personnel were undergoing training at various establishments 
around the U.K. 
 
August 1948 
 
I was posted to RNAS “Gannet” near Eglington in Northern Ire-
land          ( where the carrier group was to be formed up ), along  

with a Royal Navy Stores Petty Officer (Nobby Clarke) who was 
transferring to the RAN for 2 years. As we well know there were 
many Royal Navy Fleet Air Arm personnel in many branches 
and some stayed with the RAN for good. 
 
We were the advance party along with a writer and a few 
maintenance personnel. Our task was to set up all the require-
ments; for operation of a Carrier Air Group. 
 
The RAN’s 20th CAG was born. The CAG was operating with 
loaned Royal Navy Sea Fury ( 805 Squadron ) and Firefly (816 
Squadron) aircraft all through a very cold Northern Ireland win-
ter. Stories could be told of that period. 
 
 
February 1949 
 
By this time HMAS Sydney had been commissioned and the 20th 
CAG joined Sydney on the 19th February and started operation 
in waters off Scotland until the end of March when all the loaned 
planes were returned to the Royal Navy. The Sydney berthed in 
Glasgow where the RAN was to receive all our new planes and 
a huge amount of spares and equipment ~ The ship was loaded 
to the hilt and ready to leave UK waters. 
 
April 1949 
 
The Sydney sailed for Australia via Suez Canal arriving in Jervis 
Bay 20th May. I was not aboard at the time as all West Aussies 
were given leave at the first port call; being Fremantle. So W.A. 
had the honour of welcoming our new carrier to Australia. 
 
It was my first home leave since December 1946 and the first 
thing my brothers said was “ you talk like a bloody Pom’, so 
much for brotherly love. 
 
May 1949 
 
The CAG was settling in to Albatross and it was now a fully op-
erating Air Station. By now I was really on the way to becoming 
a “Birdie” as all CAG personnel lived together regardless of 
branch. Remember those wonderful Nissen Hut Messes ?. 
 
July 1949 
 
The 20th CAG rejoined Sydney for the “Show the Flag” trip to the 
Capital cities which was very well received and was a great trip 
for all concerned. 
 
November 1949 
 
20th CAG disembarked from Sydney to Albatross for Christmas 
leave.          ( not West Aussies, we held the fort). 
 
January 1950 
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20th CAG embarked on Sydney for another “Show the Flag” trip. 
This time to New Zealand and it was another great trip. 
April 1950 
 
Posted to Albatross ships company. 
 
October 1950 
 
Back to General Service with a draft to HMAS Parkes, ships in 
reserve at Garden Island as a home draft after 5 years in the 
Navy. 
 
July 1952 
 
Back to the “Birdies” again to join 816 Squadron as the Leading 
Stores Assistant . It was like coming home seeing many old 
CAG friends again. 
 
August 1952 
 
816 Squadron joins Sydney along with 805 Squadron for the trip 
to the Monte Bellows for the atomic bomb tests. That was quite 
an experience. 
 
January 1953 
 
Back to Albatross once more where the squadrons were to work 
up prior to joining HMAS Vengeance for another trip to Korea. 
 
June 1953 
 
The squadrons embarked on Vengeance for work up while Syd-
ney was in for refit. The ship proved unsuitable as I understand 
for our conditions. 
 
August 1953 
 
The squadrons were back in Albatross awaiting the Sydney to 
once again be ready for action. 
 
September 1953 
 
The squadrons embarked on Sydney for a second trip to Korea. 
This trip was similar to the first in the tasks that were performed 
by all aircraft on board but unfortunately very little recognition of 
the effort of the ships company and the squadrons from the Gov-
ernment and no recognition of service. The tasks were made 
more difficult by very cold conditions. 
 
During this trip I passed professionally for Stores Petty Officer. 
 
June 1954 
 
Back at Albatross for leave and wind down. 
 
August 1954 

I was drafted back to General Service to HMAS Penguin ( Bal-
moral ). 
 
November 1954 
 
I was drafted to HMAS Leeuwin as a home depot draft after hav-
ing brought my wife over from Perth at our own expense. The 
Navy certainly knew how to make some great decisions. 
 
March 1956 
 
I was back in the “Birdie” scene with a draft to ships company at 
Albatross where I was in charge of the Defective Equipment 
Sorting Section ( DESS ) and later in the major Airframes Store. 
 
March 1957 
 
I was drafted to 817 Squadron  (Firefly Aircraft) to join the Mel-
bourne for its involvement in the Far East Strategic Reserve 
campaign. 
 
July 1957 
 
Back to  Albatross where I remained with 817 squadron. During 
this period I had to front Commander stores who endeavoured to 
convince me to sign on and said I would be made up to Petty 
Officer forthwith. I let him know I thought it bribery as I had been 
qualified for 3 ½ years and the Navy had made no efforts to find 
me a posting as a Petty Officer although I had red ink recom-
mends on every assessment for the past 5 years. 
 
On the 10th September 1957 I did my final draft out at RANAS 
Albatross which took me all day as I lingered at many of the 
workshops and etc. receiving best wishes from many, many 
“Birdie “ mates. 
 
October 1957 
 
I paid off at HMAS Leeuwin. 
 
I settled into civilian life very well considering I joined the Navy 
as a bright eyed 17 year old and came out as a 30 year “old 
man”. I kept in touch with Navy friends and caught up with them 
from time to time. 
 
In 1976 a group got together and decided to form a Fleet Air 
Arm Association. I received 2 phone calls, one from Ron Tate 
and the other from Jimmy Hawkins who informed me of what 
they proposed to do and would I like to come board, I said yes 
for sure and felt quite proud that they wished me to be part of 
the Association. 
 
It came together very well and our first function was held at 
RAAF Association at Bull Creek with VAT Smith being our guest 
of honour. It was a huge success and I’m sure anyone who at-
tended will always have fond memories of a great night. 
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I spent many years on the committee and in my own small way 
helped to set the wheels in motion for the great Australia wide 
Association it is today. I am confident it will remain so with the 
great ex “Birdies” who are now guiding our Association into the 
future. 
 
Finally I was very proud to be honoured with life Membership of 
the Association at the 60th Anniversary Re-Union at Albatross in 
October 2008. 
 
That is a short history of the General Service Stores rating who 
became a pseudo “Birdie” 
 
Ernest Harry Webster W1744 
Life Member 
Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia 
Western Australian Division 
April 13th 2009.  

 

 
News from London   
 
  Andrew Craig and Trevor Rieck are keeping the RAN FAA 
Association’s flag flying in London.  HMAS Sydney visited Lon-
don recently on its world trip and held a Cocktail Party on board 
at the West India Docks, almost downtown London. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  It was an enjoyable summers evening and the mini beat the 
retreat entertained the docks to military traditions especially the 
firing party. Andrew and Trevor caught up with the Flight Com-
mander Jamie Humphreys. London Legacy held its annual re-
ception at Australia House where Andrew and Susie, Andrew in 
his capacity as the Queensland Agent General in UK,  and Tre-
vor and Judy as Legatees attended.  

The Reception was to thank the many sponsors who have 
helped London Legacy in the past year. 
 
 The President, Lindsay Birrell, is ex Navy and served in HMAS 
Sydney 3. London Legacy looks after the welfare of over 30 
Australian widows and families living in the UK. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Trevor Rieck 
Home 0208 249 8178 
Mobile 07 962 588 414 
44 Heathfield Road 
Bromley, Kent, BR1 3RN  
tk_jm_rieck@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
 

           Legacy group—Australia House 

      Flight Commander—Sydney 

 
 

A  Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten Command-
ments with her five and six year olds... After explaining the com-
mandment to 'Honour thy father and thy mother,'  
she asked, 'Is there a commandment that teaches us how to 
treat our brothers and sisters?'  
 Without missing a beat, one little boy answered, ‘Thou shall not 
kill.'   
 
At Sunday school they were teaching how God created every-
thing, including human beings. Little Johnny seemed especially 
intent when they told him how Eve was created out of one of 
Adam's ribs.  
Later in the week, his mother noticed him lying down as though 
he was ill, and she said, 'Johnny, what is the matter?'  
Little Johnny responded, 'I have pain in my side. I think I'm going 
to have a wife.'    
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Insoluble 
 

Insoluble fibre mainly keeps the digestive system 
healthy by promoting bowel regularity. Sources of insol-
uble fibre include: wheat bran, wholegrain breads and 
cereals (wholemeal bread and pasta, brown rice), nuts, 
seeds and fruit and vegetables. White bread, pasta and 
rice contain limited quantise of fibre. 
 
 

Below are estimates on what you should try to incorporate into 

your diet each day unless otherwise advised by your health pro-

fessional. 

 
When increasing fibre intake, it is important to do it slowly 
and to ensure that you drink enough water. 
 

 

For more specific details about your diet and your overall health 
please see your doctor. 
 
 

 

 

John Macartney 

Men’s Health 

 

Fats & Fibres 
 

To maintain a healthy lifestyle we must eat correctly as well as 
participating in regular exercise. Most of us eat too much fat and 
fat is higher in energy than other sources of nutrient. For exam-
ple, because of the physical conditions of active service, the 
rations issued to diggers serving in the south west Pacific during 
World War II had a far higher fat content than southern Australi-
an rations. There are three main types of fat: 

 Saturated 

 Polyunsaturated 

      Monounsaturated 
 
Sources of Saturated & Trans Fats 
 
These fats are known to increase cholesterol. They include: 

 Animal products such as fatty meats, full fat milk, yoghurt 

and cheese, butter and solid fats such as lard, copha and ghee. 

 Palm oil and coconut oil which are commonly used in com-

mercial products such as biscuits, chips, cakes and takeaway 
foods. 
Sources of trans fats are similar to the foods that contain satu-
rated fats – fatty meat, butter, full cream dairy products, most 
deep fried takeaway foods and commercial products such as 
biscuits, cakes and pastries. 
 
Sources of Polyunsaturated Fat 
 
There are two main types :  Omega-3 and Omega-6 

 Omega-3 fats are found in fish such as tuna, salmon, 

mackerel and sardines as well as in plant sources such as cano-
la, flaxseed, walnut and soy products. 
Omega-6 fats can be found in spreads and oils such as safflow-
er, sunflower, sesame, soybean, nuts (walnuts, hazelnuts and 
brazil nuts) and seeds. 
 
Sources of Monounsaturated Fat 
 
Margarines and oils such as olive, canola and peanut oil, avoca-
dos, olives, nuts (peanuts, almonds and cashews) and seeds. 
Polyunsaturated and monounsaturated fats are healthier choices 
for the heart than saturated fats. 
 
Fibre 
 
Fibre is the general term for the components of plant foods that 
we cannot digest. There are two main types of fibre: 
 
Soluble 

Soluble fibre helps reduce cholesterol and control blood 

glucose (sugar) levels and is found in fruit, vegetables, 

oats/oat bran, barley, legumes (kidney beans, chick-

peas, lentils, etc) and psyllium. 

Men 30g of fire 
2.6 litres (about 10 cups) of fluid each day 

Women 25g of fibre 
2.1 litres (about 8 cups) of fluid each day 
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The Rehabilitation Appliances 
Program (RAP) 
 
  RAP is an Australian Government program, ad-
ministered by the Department of Veterans' Affairs, 
which provides aids and appliances to eligible mem-
bers of the veteran community to help them maintain 
their independence as they grow older. RAP is gov-
erned by the Treatment Principles, prepared under 
Section 90 of the Veterans' Entitlements Act 1986. 
RAP appliances are available to Gold and White 
Card holders with a clinically assessed need. Aids 
and appliances are provided based on a referral from 
a Local Medical Officer or health professional (e.g. 
an occupational therapist). There are six basic prod-
uct groups through which RAP provides a range of 
appliances, including walking frames, continence 
products and oxygen. The product groups are: 

 Continence; 

 Mobility Function and Support; 

 Oxygen; 

 Diabetes; 

 Personal Response Systems; and 
Continuous Positive Airway Pressure 
For further information about the Rehabilitation Ap-
pliances Program, go to DVA’s web page and click 
on the appropriate link listed below. 
Information for providers 
National Schedule of RAP Equipment. 
The Rehabilitation Appliance Program National 
Guidelines.  
DVA Fact Sheets 
The Fact Sheet system includes a range of fact 
sheets, which provide further information about RAP 
and other DVA programs.  
DVA Forms  
The Forms system is searchable by topic, keyword 
and form number. These forms apply to the Rehabili-
tation Appliances Program: 
Personal Response System (PRS) Assessment Form 
(Microsoft Word, 343 kb) - this form is used by occu-
pational therapists and has been introduced to stream-
line the process of requesting a PRS. 
D9140 Application for CPAP/Bi-Level Therapy 
Equipment Form (Adobe PDF, 247 kb) - this form is 
used by respiratory physicians, cardiologists, physi-
cians and respiratory clinics/sleep centres and has 
been introduced to streamline the process of request-
ing CPAP equipment. — See also the  

Guidelines for Prescribing CPAP (Microsoft Word, 152 kb) 

D0804 - Home Medical Oxygen Therapy Application Form  
 

 See also the Guidelines for Prescribing Home Medical Oxy-
gen  

 (Microsoft Word, 436 kb) and the contact details for suppli-
ers 

  (Microsoft Word, 36 kb). 

  
D0988 - Continence Direct Order Form — See also the guide-

lines for prescribing continence products 

 (Adobe PDF, 44 kb) and the contact details for suppliers  

(Microsoft Word, 29 kb). 

D992 - Mobility Functional Support (MFS) Direct Order Form. 

D9160 Exercise Bike Form (Adobe PDF, 70 kb) 

External Links 
The Continence Foundation of Australia (CFA) provides team of 
continence nurse advisors providing free, confidential advice 
about bladder and bowel control, plus local referrals, a range of 
leaflets and product information. A nationwide service for people 
of all ages with incontinence, their carers, parents and families, 
clinicians, pharmacists, allied health professionals and the wider 
community. Australia-wide free call 1800 33 00 66. 
 
The Thoracic Society of Australia & New Zealand (TSANZ) is 
the professional society of thoracic physicians, scientists and 

other health care workers involved in lung disease. 

If you require assistance accessing any of the information above 
see one of your ESO Welfare Officers for help or contact me on 

jrmaca@bigpond.com . 

    John Macartney 

    Welfare & Pensions 

   
 Three boys are in the school yard, bragging about their fa-
thers. The first boy says, 'My Dad scribbles a few  words on a 
piece of paper, he calls it a poem, they  give him $50.'   
The  second boy says, 'That's nothing. My Dad scribbles a  few 
words on piece of paper, he calls it a song,  they give him 
$100.'  
The third boy says, 'I got  you both beat. My Dad scribbles a few 
words on a  piece of paper, he calls it a sermon, and it 
takes  eight people to collect all the  money!'    

http://www.dva.gov.au/health/rap/rap.htm
http://www.dva.gov.au/factsheets/default.htm
http://www.dva.gov.au/clientforms/
http://www.dva.gov.au/health/rap/original_docs/prs_form.doc
http://www.dva.gov.au/health/rap/D9140_cpap_application_form.pdf
http://www.dva.gov.au/health/rap/D9140_cpap_application_form.pdf
http://www.dva.gov.au/health/rap/original_docs/cpac_prescriber_guidelines.doc
http://www.dva.gov.au/clientforms/documents/D0804.pdf
http://www.dva.gov.au/health/rap/original_docs/oxygenguidelines.doc
http://www.dva.gov.au/health/rap/original_docs/oxygenguidelines.doc
http://www.dva.gov.au/health/rap/original_docs/supplierscontacts.doc
http://www.dva.gov.au/health/rap/original_docs/supplierscontacts.doc
http://www.dva.gov.au/clientforms/documents/D0988.pdf
http://www.dva.gov.au/health/rap/Assessment%20Guidance%20for%20Requesting%20Continence%20Products.pdf
http://www.dva.gov.au/health/rap/Assessment%20Guidance%20for%20Requesting%20Continence%20Products.pdf
http://www.dva.gov.au/health/rap/original_docs/continence_supplier_contacts.doc
http://www.dva.gov.au/health/rap/direct_order_form.pdf
http://www.dva.gov.au/clientforms/documents/D9160.pdf
http://www.contfound.org.au/
http://www.thoracic.org.au/
mailto:jrmaca@bigpond.com
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    MOMENTS IN TIME 

 

  L to R     ? Kiiver, Charlie James, Mick Carr, Pedro Fenwick, Lynton Ferguson, Bill Barlow, Jon 
Shoenveld, Rod Venning.  
Front Row Col Poulton, Tex Cridge, Don MacIntosh, Kipper Britton, ? Cooper.      April 1959 

L to R are Dennis ?, Col Poulton (I can remember that one), ? Partridge, Ted Kendall, ? , Lawrence O'Donnel, Knobbie Clark , 
Graham Arthur, Mick Stubington, ?, Norm Snashall, ?, ?, ? Trewella.                *  Snaps with complements of Col Poulton  *  ‘60’s 
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                   MOMENTS IN TIME 

 

The Igloo Hanger seen in better times with a couple of ‘sunbakers’ in the background 

808 Squadron in 1952 - 53 a lot of names missing. 

B Heron 

Ted Heaven 

Col Bristow 

Max Gardiner 

Darky Hodges 

D Charlton 

John Ikin 
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   With the Navy and the Australian Defence Force about to 
undergo one of the biggest transformations in decades, the Fleet 
Air Arm Museum’s charter to collect, preserve and display Aus-
tralia’s naval aviation heritage remains more important than ev-
er.  Vice Admiral Crane, Chief of Navy, has initiated ‘New Gen-
eration Navy’ to bring about major cultural and structural 
change, while the wider Defence Force will be impacted by the 
Strategic Reform Programme that is intended to raise the level 
of Defence capability and bring about savings in the order of $20 
billion over the next ten years. 
 

Navy will establish two Commands - Fleet Command and 
Strategic Command; and the Naval Heritage Collection, of which 
the Fleet Air Arm Museum is an integral part, will henceforth 
report to the Fleet Commander with the dissolution of the Sys-
tems Command on 30 June.  Rear Admiral Steve Gilmore will be 
appointed Fleet Commander later this year, and his former Chief 
of Staff, Captain Mike Van Balen has been promoted Commo-
dore and is also posted to a senior position within Fleet Com-
mand.  So the Heritage Collection moves Commands, but re-
tains the same relationship with its two former senior officers. 
 
 For the coming financial year the Fleet Air Arm Museum will be 
consolidating our activities and focussing on the preservation 
and improvement of existing exhibits.  Budgetary constraints will 
dictate the extent of our activities and as yet we do not know if 
our funding will be reduced or stay at last year’s levels.  The 
support of the Fleet Air Arm Association has been greatly appre-
ciated in the past and with generous offers already being made 
by the Association we look forward to maintaining the strong 
relationship we have enjoyed over the last three years. 
 
 In previous reports I have alluded to revised arrangements for 
the RAN Historic Flight and several executives and general 
members of the Association have expressed their various con-
cerns and opinions to naval and political authorities.  The situa-
tion is developing as this report is being written and the first 
round of negotiations has already taken place with the organisa-
tion selected as the preferred operator of the ‘excess’ Historic 
Flight aircraft.  The full implications of these negotiations are yet 
to be revealed, and it could transpire that the Museum may have 
a part to play in these new arrangements.  I cannot be more 
specific because I am not directly involved in the negotiations 
but I do have a vested interest as an active and long-term His-
toric Flight member. 
 
 The Museum’s curatorial staff and volunteer teams continue to  

produce outstanding results in their respective areas of respon-
sibility.  The archive and library fit-out with new shelving and 
storage systems is almost complete and cataloguing of the thou-
sands of documents and photographs is now proceeding at in-
creased pace in the knowledge that future searching and access 
to material will be greatly enhanced.  Ailsa Chittick and Natalie 
Johnson have developed new Photographic and Survival Equip-
ment category exhibits within the Technology displays, and they 
are now finalising the Aircraft Technical showcase to recognise 
the work of the airframes, engines, electrical, communications 
and armament categories. 
 
 A new storage compartment for the hundreds of uniform items 
we hold will soon be finished and the proper conservation and 
storage action can then commence.  Terry McLafferty, a volun-
teer, has been building this structure and it has met with the full 
approval of the Defence Support Organisation’s building and 
maintenance supervisor.  We are very fortunate to have so 
many talented volunteers with a diversity of skills to assist the 
permanent staff.  Unfortunately Trevor Cullen, who has man-
aged the Museum Shop for many years, has had to retire re-
cently on medical grounds and we all wish him well with his re-
cuperation and future travel plans. 
 
Ian Chorlton and his technical team have installed the restored 
de Havilland ‘Gipsy Major’ engine into its purpose built display 
module, and it has generated many favourable remarks about 
the high standard of presentation and finish.  They have now 
moved onto a major task with the Gannet trainer and it is now 
under cover in the restoration hangar and is being partially dis-
assembled for assessment and repair.  We have not set a time 
schedule on this project, and the aim is to do the best possible 
job regardless of time or financial constraints.  The Dragonfly 
helicopter is receiving similar treatment after being carefully dis-
assembled by senior high school students on Work Experience 
with Aerospace Training Services Pty Ltd. 
 
Social activities at the Museum are increasing and in June the 
launch of Peter FitzSimons’ latest book ‘Charles Kingsford Smith 
and Those Magnificent Men’ was celebrated with a charity cock-
tail party in aid of the local Noah’s Ark centre for children with 
learning difficulties.  816 Squadron supported the event with a 
Seahawk helicopter static display, as did the RAN Historic Flight 
who flew the author from Sydney in the venerable Bell ‘Huey’ 
helicopter.  The Museum is proud to be associated with worth-
while charitable events and an Open Day is being planned for 
17th October in conjunction with Camp Quality for Kids with Can-
cer.  A week-long car rally will be waved off from the Museum on 
Saturday morning and static displays of modern and classic air-
craft, motorcars and motorcycles will be staged; and radio-
controlled model aircraft will be flown in the afternoon. 
 
In July the launch of the new RAN Helicopter Flight-Vietnam 
DVD will take place with a morning tea at the Museum and invi-
tations have been extended to veterans and dignitaries.  This is 
a joint project with the Museum and the RAN Central Canteen  



21 

                                   Slipstream 

Board and follows on from the very successful release of the 
RANHFV book ‘A Bloody Job Well Done’ at last year’s Diamond 
Jubilee.  Ailsa Chittick has curated this activity and has received 
tremendous support from many veterans and enthusiasts, and 
the launch will be an opportunity to thank all those who contrib-
uted.  Ailsa is still appealing to Korean War and RANHFV veter-
ans who may wish to loan or donate memorabilia or photo-
graphs to the Museum’s growing collection of material relating to 
these two significant eras of the Fleet Air Arm’s proud history. 
 
Best regards to all Association members from the staff and vol-
unteers of the Museum. 
 
 
Terry Hetherington 
MANAGER 

We now have just 12 months to go until the Memorial Dedication 
Ceremony and whilst that may appear to be some time away 
there is much to do to ensure that all matters are dealt with in an 
effective and timely way. To this end meetings are also planned 
in November with key people in other organisations in WA who 
will form an integral part of the occasion. These include East 
Fremantle Council, WA Police (for traffic control) and local ex 
service organisations involved in the activities. 

 
Creating the "Bronze” 
The process of creating the bronze centrepiece for the memorial 

is underway. The sculptor, Andrew Borg, (pictured) has pre-

pared the image in clay against a hard background to ensure 

that the 3 dimensional image being created is accurate and ac-

cording to the size arrangements necessary to form the correct 

symmetry against the granite panel. The clay slump figure once 

completed will be transferred to a sand mould before the first 

casting is made at a local foundry. 

Commemorative Medallions 
 
Have you got your Commemorative Medallion yet? 
 Pleased not leave it to the last minute, as our ability to continue 
to supply them may be limited once the project is completed.  
For family members some consideration of the next birthday is a 
chance not to be passed up and don’t forget Father’s Day in 
September. 
 For al the ex JR Fathers and Grandfathers out there here is a 
chance to pass the order form onto the kids as a subtle hint. 
 
 
Medallions are $85.00 each 
Engraving of Name and Official Number (optional)@ $10.00 per 
unit 
GST @10% 
 
Please write exactly what is to be engraved, alterations after 
manufacture are not possible 
 
Name& Initials……………………………………. 
Official Number…………………………………… 
 
 
 
 
Time is getting short for this ceremony and if you wish to par-
take, just get some information about the whole turn out  or ob-
tain some of the memorabilia then please contact : 
 
Ken Dobie 
75 Lovett Street 
Devonport 
Tasmania   7310 

Email : ken.dobbie@bigpond.com 

Junior Recruit Memorial Project 
 
Planning Meeting - Dedication Ceremony 
 
Planning for the Dedication Ceremony will move to the next level 

in November at Leeuwin Barracks. The meeting to be convened 

on Monday 23rd November will involve members the Memorial 

Committee, the Reunion Committee, representatives of the RAN 

and Department of Defence as well as other bodies involved 

with activities associated with the dedication of the JR memorial 

on 13 July 2010. 

The purpose of the meeting is to set out the ceremonial arrange-

ments for the day and consider a range of logistical maters such 

as the order of service, seating, public access and parking. The 

forecast is for a significant crowd with high levels of public and 

media interest expected . 

KOREAN WAR DISPLAY 
 

The Fleet Air Arm Museum is looking to extend and enhance 
their display of Korean artefacts and memorabilia. 

 

Any donations of artefacts or memorabilia would be much ap-
preciated. We would also love to see your photos and scan 
them to add to our collection. We will handle your photo collec-
tion with care and return it to you in the same condition that 
you gave it to us. 

 

Terry Hetherington 

Manager 
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      VALE:   

   CMDR John Griffin MVO, RAN (Rtd) 
 
John had the unique experience of serving in the AIF, RAAF and 
RAN. After a short term in the AIF during World War II, he trans-
ferred to RAAF and graduated as a Navigator from the Empire 
Air Training Scheme in Canada before serving on Mosquito 
Night Fighters in the United Kingdom. One of the pilot’s on the 
Squadron was the ‘world famous’ cricketer Keith Miller. At the 
end of World War II, John ended up in the rank of Flight Lieuten-
ant RAAF. 
 
In 1948, John saw the ‘light’ and elected to join the newly formed 
Fleet Air Arm in the rank of Lieutenant RAN (Observer). The first 
task he was given was to complete his ‘Full Bridge Watchkeep-
ing Certificate (FBWC)’ in the Tribal Class Destroyer, HMAS 
WARRAMUNGA. As with all Fleet Air Arm officers who were 
offered Permanent Commissions on the General List between 
then and about 1980, they were required to be Seaman Officers’ 
first and Pilots, Observers and Air Traffic Controllers second. 
After gaining his FBWC, the Korean War started, so the Navy 
kept him in HMAS WARRAMUNGA. 
 
After completing his time at Sea in 1951, he undertook the anti-
submarine ‘FireFly’ course. But, this was short lived before his 
appointment as ADC to the Governor General (Sir William Slim) 
in 1952. He later became the Military Comptroller to Sir William 
Slim in the rank of A/CMDR having served only a short period of 
less than 12 months in the rank of LCDR. When the Navy decid-
ed it was time for him to come back to the Fleet Air Arm, he was 
appointed OIC RAN Observer School and later CO 816 Squad-
ron (Gannets) around 1957. A short time was spent as the Carri-
er Air Group Commander (senior officer of the squadrons em-
barked in those days. 
 
He later went to Navy Office and was the Duty Staff Officer on 
the night of the MELBOURNE-VOYAGER Disaster, He later 
became the Naval Officer In-Charge South Australia in the late 
1960’s before retiring in the rank of CMDR. 

Some interstate visitors to Qld 

 
 
 

 
THE MIRACLE OF TOILET PAPER 
 
Fresh from my shower, I stand in front of the mirror complaining 
to my husband that my breasts are too small. 
Instead of characteristically telling me it's not so, he uncharac-
teristically comes up with a suggestion. 
"If you want your breasts to grow, then every day take a piece of 
toilet paper and rub it between them for a few seconds" 
Willing to try anything, I fetch a piece of toilet paper and stand in 
front of the mirror, rubbing it between my breasts. "How long will 
this take?" I asked. 
"They will grow larger over a period of years," my husband re-
plies. 
I stopped. 
"Do you really think rubbing a piece of toilet paper between my 
breasts every day will make my breasts larger over the years?"  
Without missing a beat he says "Worked for your butt, didn't it?" 
He's still alive, and with a great deal of therapy, he may even 
walk again although he will probably continue to take his meals 
through a straw. 
Stupid,, stupid, man.   John Griffin ),  John Siebert , Stuart Barry  and Paul Shiels  on 

ANZAC Day 2006. 

Alan and Sandy Winchcombe, Mary & Mick Hunter and 
Alan & Glenis Oliver were passing through our area. Alan 
& Sandy stayed a couple nights with us at Apple Tree 
Creek while the Hunters and the Olivers stayed at Wood-
gate Beach. On Sunday night, we were joined for dinner 
at the Isis Club in Childers by Terry and Maureen Brooks. 
  
In the photo from left to right: John and Sue Macartney, 
Glenis & Alan Oliver, Mary & Mick Hunter, Maureen & 
Terry Brooks and Alan & Sandy Winchcombe. 
  
Thanks 
  
John Macartney 
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Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia  
 

Blazer Order Form 

 

Blazers  made by C E Wise 780 – 782 High Street Thornbury Vic 3071 

 

Tel 1300 700 000 
Fax (03) 9484 2212 

Web Address: http://www.cewise.com.au/ 
Email: sales@cewise.com.au 

 

Specification:  80%wool / 20%polyester jacket with FAAA monogram. 

Price: $209 (including GST) postage included. 

How To Order? 

 Irrespective of whether you order via the internet,  fax  or   post    we will need the following details: 

Full Name ________________________________________________________________________ 

Postal Address  ____________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Details  (Home) _______________________________________________________ 

   (Mob) ________________________________________________________ 

 

Credit Card details (including expiry date)    _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _       (expiry) _ _ / _ _ 
  Security code (last three digits on number on back of card)    X X X X / _ _ _   
Chest Measurement   in cm or inches  _____________       Height _____________  (in cm or inches) 

By Internet   go to:   http://www.cewise.com.au/ 

Click on “Online Uniform Shops” 

Click on “Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia” and follow the prompts. 

By Fax:    Fax this completed form to:  (03) 9484 2212 

 

By Post:  Post this completed form to:  CE Wise Pty Ltd. 780 – 782 High Street Thornbury Victoria  3071 

 

By phoning us on 1300 700 000 and asking for assistance 

 

On receipt of your order we will manufacture and dispatch to you a standard size FAAA blazer which corresponds to your 

chest measurement. This will be sent to your postal address within 14 - 21 days. Should the blazer need alteration we ask 

you to return the blazer along with a completed alteration form (which will be mailed to you with your blazer) and we will 

make a specially fitted blazer. There is no cost for either the alteration or the subsequent delivery.  

http://www.cewise.com.au/
http://www.cewise.com.au/
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Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia  

Blazer Alteration Form 
Blazers made by C E Wise 780 – 782 High Street Thornbury Vic 3071 

 
Tel 1300 700 000 

Fax (03) 9484 2212 
 

Web Address: http://www.cewise.com.au/ 
Email: sales@cewise.com.au 

 
If your blazer needs altering please do the following: 

complete the details on this form 

Date of purchase   _ _ / _ _ / _ _ 

 

Date of blazer return       _ _ / _ _ / _ _ 

 

Your Full Name ________________________________________________ 

Postal Address  ____________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

Contact Details  (Home) ________________________________________________ 

   (Mob) ________________________________________________ 

Size of initial blazer supplied      _____________   
 
In comparison to this fitting blazer:- 
Chest Measurement alteration required (e.g. +2inches, -2inches) _____________ (inches or centimeters ) 
 
Arm Length (cuff) alteration required (e.g. +2inches, -2inches) ______________(inches or centimeters ) 
 
Coat length (back) alteration required (e.g. +2inches, -2inches) ______________(inches or centimeters ) 
 
Height      _____________ (inches or centimeters ) 
 
Waist    _____________ (inches or centimeters ) 
 

send this completed form along with the blazer to:  
 
      CE Wise Pty Ltd. 
         780 – 782 High Street 

                       Thornbury Victoria 3071                              Please note this service is FREE to you 

 

    Order form for blazers is on page 33 

You can tear out the page or else just copy it; fill it in and send it off to the nominated address. 
This form is only to be used if you have to get any alterations done to your blazer—not this altera-

tion service is free.  

You can also use their web site if you have a computer . 
  Victorians take note of the address and I am sure you can front up and do the business. 

http://www.cewise.com.au/


25 

                                   Slipstream 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Well it is time for another “Slipstream” issue and I would 
like to start this report by acknowledging the work done by the 
people that bring you your magazine each quarter. 
Apart from the Editor (Greg Wise) and myself I would like to 
thank the following for their continued assistance when called 
upon to “Get the Mail out” (Jim Lee, Ian Ferguson, Brian Carroll, 
Denis Mulvhill and Mike Heneghan , if I have missed anyone I 
am sure they will let me know and thanks anyway. 
 
Whilst on the subject of “Slipstream” we are receiving some mail 
returned “No longer at this Address” please ensure if you move 
to inform your State Secretary or myself to keep your details up 
to date. 
 
The current membership of the Association stands at 1231 
members (includes Life Members) plus associates and Honorary 
Members These are broken down into individual states as fol-
lows: 
 
NSW   487 
QLD   245 
VIC     61 
WA     95 
SA        58 
ACT     51 
TAS     35 
 
My point being as always there are a considerable number of Ex 
Birdies out there that are not members, we must make an effort 
to enlist them in the Association. The more members we have 
the more political clout we have when it comes to fighting for 
your rights and well being. 
 
I frequently receive emails and correspondence from people, 
other organizations and companies requesting names and ad-
dresses of our members. I would like to ensure our members 
that it is the policy of the current Federal Executive not to re-
lease this information. However if I have your email or address I 
will pass on to you the requests  and leave the decision on a 
reply to the individual concerned. 
 
Yours Aye 
                                Pincher 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   A quiet, but, productive period with a number of projects 
under development. The major item of concern for your Execu-
tive has been proposals for the future of the RAN Historic Flight. 
Although the annual expenditure on this important part of our 
aviation history has been relatively quite small, it became clear 
that funding to continue the operation of the Flight would not be 
available in coming years. A number of proposals have been 
aired concerning its future, some of which would not have been 
acceptable to the FAAA. Now a plan to keep the Flight intact at 
Nowra has been proposed and I am hopeful that this will come 
to fruition. I hope to be able to give a detailed report in our next 
edition of Slipstream. 
 
       A significant project, for which planning is well advanced, is 
the creation of a “Naval Aviation Honour Roll” to be affixed to the 
existing “Wall of Service”. The aim of this project is to honour all 
those who have died in Australian naval aircraft . A considerable 
research effort has been required to establish which names 
should be listed and the results of this work, carried out by Greg 
Wise and Toz Dadswell, are now being sent to the Naval History 
Section for final approval. This is a very worthwhile project, 
which advances the Association’s aim of preserving our aviation 
history.  
 
      I again ask all Divisions and individual members to take an 
active interest in recruiting new members. We have a great his-
tory to preserve and an important story to tell, as well as cele-
brating the camaraderie of a great service. There are a great 
many old “birdies” in the community who would gain great bene-
fit from membership and the Association’s influence, political 
and otherwise, would be enhanced by greater numbers. 
 
     My best wishes to all of our members and their families. 
 
 
                                                                         David Farthing 

NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT 

NATIONAL SECRETARY’S 
REPORT 
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The Anzac Day March went well for us, the rain stopped just 
long enough for us to complete the march then rained heavily on 
the rest of the parade. About 40 turned out on the day, with 
much clapping and cheers from the public.  It really was a good 
march. Afterwards, many stories were recounted and friendships 
renewed at lunch at the Hamstead Hotel. 
  
Our next meeting is on the 19th May at the Albion Hotel, when 
meeting venues will be discussed. We are considering lunch- 
time meetings on Sundays in the future, especially with winter 
coming on and some members having trouble driving at night. 
 
I attach an article from Henry Young at the Wreath Laying and 
Ian Laidler at the Repat Service  
                                                     Leon Coppins 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN  
DIVISION 

RGH Service.  
 
Guests, relatives and friends joined in the Anzac Day Service at 
the RGH Chapel which commenced at 0700hrs. The service 
was conducted by Padre John Virgin, Chaplain Frances Barthol-
omeusz and Honorary Chaplain Nora Kunzel. Once again the 
Chapel was packed out, with many people standing in doorways 
or aisles. 
 
A part of the service was undertaken by the Centenial Park Sea 
Scouts.  An address given by Mr Wayne Alexander OAM, Presi-
dent of the Australian Peacekeeper and Peacemaker Veterans’ 
Association (SA Branch), and Mr David Ennis, RGH Museum 
Curator, presenting the Requiem. The Ode was recited by Mr 
Robert Fothergill OAM. 
 
Service representatives and members of organisations were 
called upon to lay wreaths and present donations for distribution. 
 
The band was provided by the 10th/27th  Royal South Australian 
Regiment.   
 
  Names of those marching on Anzac day with the FAAA 
were, Ian Laidler, Roger Harrison, Ken Hyde, Richard Daley,  
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The Post March Reunion, was again held at the Spring Hill Ho-
tel, with 75 attending. The management really looked after us 
with good meals and drinks at the right prices and opening only 
for the FAAA ,prior to the march, for the wives or anyone unable 
to march, so that we could watch the march on TV and enjoy tea 
or coffee etc.  
  
The raffles were well supported and the hotel manager won the 
model of the SEA FURY [kindly donated by Swampy Marsh] 
There was much disappointment as everyone had the model as 
the one to win. When Snow explained to the manager that the 
model was identical to the aircraft that were onboard HMAS 
SYDNEY in Korea, it made the win more pleasing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It was a very pleasant day, spent with old mates, retelling dits 
about the good times and some of the not so good times for the 
numerous times [especially if you hear the comments of the 
wives or the partners who continue to attend and support all our 
functions] Without the support of the wives, family members and 
partners we would not be able to keep our Division as strong as 
it is today. 
  
At present we have 231 active members, and although we loose 
members due to sadly passing away, transfers or resignations, 
we have been able to maintain 0ur membership at 230 to 250 
each year. 
  
In closing, on behalf of everyone who was there on ANZAC 
DAY, I would like to express thanks to Snow Tite and his wife 
Lorraine, for all the work in organising the Hotel function and 
raffles. WEL DONE !!!! 
  
Best wishes from us all in Queensland Division, to everyone in 
Australia, and hope to meet you all some time in the future 
  
                              Mick Blair  

Dinsley Cooper, Bill De Boeck, Cameron Reed, 
Leon Coppins, John Siebert, Gordon Gray, ‘Skinhead’ Kelson 
(WA), Mike Stubbington, John Hosking, Wayne Quinn (non 
member – Cook), Glen Harris,  
Ollie Olinga, Brian Harris, Phil Beck, Brian Lockwood (Wolfman), 
Michael Cain, Kevin Doyle, Dave Smillie, Les Collins (Sydney), 
Steve Roberts and Vic Byers. 
I believe there were others who joined our group just as we 
stepped of, but I did not know this until later at the lunch. I was 
to busy trying to hold the Banner upright. 
 
Regards 
Ian Laidler 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Well as you can see, I drew the short straw to write the re-
port this time. Barry and Dee had intended to go to Vietnam but 
Dee's father was placed in hospital with problems with his pace-
maker, and resulted in having a new one fitted. This of course 
resulted in them having to change all their plans. The father has 
now been discharged from hospital, but will require some care 
for awhile. The trip is still on but the date is unknown. 
  
ANZAC DAY MARCH went well apart for some disagreement 
with the Marshalls regarding the carrying of our flags. We don’t 
know why the problem suddenly came to the fore, as we have 
been marching with the same flags, under their instructions for 
the last 16 years. However we managed to get under way with 
all our flags being carried, we intend to resolve this problem at 
the next March Committee meeting. 
  
Numbers for the march were down this year, with only approx.50 
to 60 marching, partly due to members being in hospital, away 
on trips and physically unable to march, Snow Tite and myself 
were unable to march for the first time. Gary Reid had a nasty 
accident using a angle grinder. This resulted in a few days in 
hospital, with a nasty gash in his thigh [it looks like a huge shark 
bite]. He has spent a few weeks on crutches but is now well on 
the way to a full recovery. 
 
Eric Cottrell, has also has not been well, and had another trip 
into Greenslopes Hospital, but has now returned home. I am 

QUEENSLAND DIVISION 

 
 A  police recruit was asked during the exam, 
 'What  would you do if you had to arrest your own mother?'  
 He answered, 
 'Call for  backup.'  
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The ACT Division held its Annual General Meeting on Fri 20th 
March with approx 30 members attending.  All committee posi-
tions were up for election and the existing committee members 
were re-elected unopposed.  A big thank you must go to Peter 
Welsh (National Vice President) for attending our AGM, provid-
ing us with information on the new FAAA banner and offering 
National’s support to our Division’s reformation.  The ACT com-
mittee and member’s thoughts are with National President David 
Farthing during his recent illness and we wish him all the best 
and a speedy recovery.  
 
A number of ACT members got together for a game of twilight 
bowls on 29 March at the Weston Creek Labor club.  Two teams 
battled it out for the inaugural match up, with Don Roach’s 
“Dream Team” taking out the honours over Bruce Tunnah’s 
“Battlers”. Afterwards the players and their partners dined out at 
the Club’s restaurant and dwelled over the match results.   
 
ANZAC Day in the National Capital saw a solid turn out once 
again with a good mix of ACT Division members along with 
some welcome Canberra based (uniformed) personnel and a 
number of ex-birdies visiting the ACT.  

We had about 40 in this year’s contingent with an expected 
slightly lower number than last year due to the inclement weath-
er (cold / windy) and threatening rain.  I stand to be corrected 
but I’m reliably informed that no one can recall rain during the 
Dawn Service here in Canberra.  This held true this year witha 
slight drizzle settling in just at the Dawn Service was finishing. 
  

As always it was a great opportunity to catch up with fellow ship-
mates with Rod Coles seen here sharing a humorous moment 
with Rob Ray.  

Special thanks must be made for the photographs which were 
supplied by photographer Brian Rope who, in attendance at the 
March, was gracious enough to take a number of photos and 
pass them through to our Division Secretary. 
 
The contingent this year was led by myself (as Deputy Pres), as 
our Pres Geoff Ledger was representing the FAAA National 
President seated on the Australian War Memorial forecourt with 
the other dignitaries.  This created some merriment as, although 
the change of squad leader was advised to the organisers, I was 
promoted to the rank of “Commodore” by the announcer as our 
contingent passed the saluting dais.  
 
A number of attendees retired to the Canberra (City) Labor Club 
after the March for the customary cleansing ale or two and the 
opportunity to, yet again, spin a few ‘warries’ and talk about 
times past and present. Once again special thanks go to our 
illustrious Social Sec Jak Goudman for organising the post 
march venue, raffles and smally-eats which were well received 
by those in attendance.  
 
The Committee is intending to hold its future committee meet-
ings and get-togethers at the Canberra Services Club (CSC) in 
Manuka. I would like to acknowledge Michael (Bags) Sandberg 
for liaising with the Club Manager on securing this arrangement. 
We are in the process of getting a collection of photographs to-
gether (with a FAAA theme) which will be provided to the club 
and hopefully placed on display for all to see. Information on the 
next get together will be e-mailed out to members which is set 
down for Friday 19th June from 1600. 
  
I made mention in the last Slipstream how the ACT Division is 
sponsoring an Aircrew and Aerospace Engineer Navy student at 
ADFA.  Pictured is our Pres, Geoff Ledger with the two award 
winners, MIDN Matt Urquhart and MIDN Krystal Wright. A $50 
book voucher along with 12 months FAAA membership, spon-
sored by the ACT Division was presented to the two winners. 

  ACT DIVISION 
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Lastly, it was pleasing to see the Defence White Paper released 
with the Government’s decision to “urgently acquire a fleet of at 
least 24 new naval combat helicopters to provide eight or more 
aircraft concurrently embarked on ships at sea. These new air-
craft will possess advanced ASW capabilities, including sonar 
systems able to be lowered into the sea and air-launched torpe-
does, as well as an ability to fire air-to-surface missiles”. This is 
a very good outcome for Naval Aviation and will go a long way to 
ensuring the continued viability of the FAA, which has suffered 
some setbacks recently with the cancellation of the Seasprite 
program.  
 
Anyway, best wishes to all from your shipmates here in the ACT.  
Remember if you are visiting Canberra don’t hesitate to let us 
know, as it is always great to catch up with our FAA colleagues 
from other states. 
Regards, 
John (Schonners) Schonberger 
Vice-President  
ACT Division  
June 2008 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Anzac Day 
And we celebrated another year of Comradeship. Catching up 
with mates of yesteryear, of course some that we meet regularly  
at our FAA Meetings and others perhaps, only on this special 
occasion but ‘whatever’ it a reverent time 
 
On another point, much discussed, “there seemed to have been 
a reduction of Bands-persons” the general feedback seemed to 
indicate that very few marching groups could hear the music and 
what should have been presented as a ‘proud’ march became 
an ‘amble’ along the street. Now we know that these bands do a 
terrific job on the day, usually doing a couple of rounds – from 
the top end of Swanston Street to the Shrine and back. But 
these bands also perform another function that of stimulating the 
observers to appreciate these defense force personnel. Hopeful-
ly the message will get back to the organisers and some positive 
consideration be given to finding more musicians. Is it my imagi-
nation or has the distance from the Melbourne Town Hall to the 
Shrine increased? 
 
On a lighter side; it was suggested “that next year all marching 
personnel will be issued with I/Pods” through which appropriate 
music will be broadcast (possibly) from Mumbai or Bolliwood”  
 
The Post march lunch at the ESU Building, in Toorak Road was 
(as usual) a great success, I as others took the  opportunity to 
mix with ‘Submariners’ and Men off Corvettes as well as some 
others who could have been reps from other branches. Actually, 
for some, it was like a game of Musical Chairs, a constant flow 
of men and women eager to catch up with that special person 
from all those years ago. 
 
Remember this? 
Chatting to one member, he related the following:- Remember 
those “Crackers” that they issued to Pilots? You know, they were 
called “Thunder –something or other. These were supplied to 
the pilots so that in emergency (if they crashed and was lost in 
the bush and they could hear the rescue party near-by, they 
could let off this “Banger” and he could be found – Stone Deaf – 
but found. Well we were all down at the Igloo Hangar watching 
the Furies taking off when one smart S.E. bloke dropped one of 
these crackers down an empty water pipe, the “bang” was like a 
cannon shot, so loud that it was heard up the Guardhouse, of 
course the Master-of Arms sent down a team to investigate – 
Strangely, no one heard “anything”  
 
                                          All the Best – Dennis Charlton 

 
Attending  a wedding for the first time, a little girl  whispered to 
her mother, 'Why is the bride dressed  in white?''  
The mother replied, 'Because white  is the colour of happiness, 
and today is the happiest  day of her life.'   
The  child thought about this for a moment then said, 'So  why 
is the groom wearing  black?'   

                                             *** 
A  little girl, dressed in her Sunday best, was running  as fast as 

she could, trying not to be late for  Bible class.. As she ran she 

prayed, 'Dear Lord,  please don't let me be late! Dear Lord, 

please don't  let me be late!'  

While she was running and  praying, she tripped on a curb and 

fell, getting her  clothes dirty and tearing her dress. She got 

up,  brushed herself off, and started running again! As  she ran 

she once again began to pray, 'Dear Lord,  please don't let me 

be late... But please don't  shove me either!'   

VICTORIA DIVISION 
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Greetings from the West. 
 
By the time this gets to press half of the year will be gone, the 
Eagles & Dockers will possibly still be getting flogged, Kevin 
24/7’s money will all be spent and winter rains may of arrived. 
 
ANZAC Day was once again a great day. Dawn Service’s were 
overflowing and the crowd lining the march route in Perth was 
fantastic. We marched behind the new Association banner which 
looked excellent; thanks to Ken Vote for all his hard work. 
 
Jim Caldwell one of our Foundation members came down from 
Exmouth and marched with us and it was good to put a face to 
the name after speaking with him many times on the phone.  
 
We had several guest’s attend including John Leak down from 
Queensland for a few days staying with the Mayo’s; also Buck 
Ryan who was in Perth as part of his and his wife Cynthia’s con-
tinuing trip around Australia . It had to be postponed last year 
due to Buck’s major surgery, it was good to welcome them along 
with Buck’s brother Gavin.  
 
We also had two new Members in Terrance Slocum & John 
Ogilvie march with us plus some visitors from the U.K. formerly  
RN (FAA) 
 
Rosie O’Grady’s was in full swing until well into the late after-
noon, once again the Management looked after us like royalty. 
 
We had a little drama over the ANZAC weekend (Monday was a 
public holiday), Barrie Dunbar became a little unsettled and feel-
ing faint during the Rosie’s session and after some nursing from 
old friend Bill Flint went home early. Barrie phoned Bill on Mon-
day to say thanks to be told by Bill’s wife Pam that Bill was being 
loaded into an ambulance after he had tripped and fallen at 
home resulting in a broken hip; luckily both are now well. 
 
We enjoyed a great luncheon at Owen & Shirley Gardiner’s 
home in Canning Vale in late May which was well attended and 
we welcomed another new member in Mike Spahn former SE 
turned SAR diver who joined us. 
 
At our last meeting the passing of Lennie Zuch was observed 
and it brought out an interesting little story from Bill Strahan as  

follows:- 
  Lennie’s one claim to fame as outlined by Bill was to do with 
the pay queue’s which during the early ‘50’s were held in Roc 
Road. There were three Z’s – Zara – Zeigler and Zuch , so Len-
nie was always the last to be paid. 
 
Lennie Ackerly was the first to be paid and would always go to 
the mess hall have his scran and come back and annoy Lennie 
about being the last to be paid. 
This had irritated Lennie for some time so he went to see the PO 
Writer to see if it was possible to have the pay queue reversed; 
outlining his reasons about Lennie Ackerly.  
The PO Writer thought it was a valid argument and put it to the 
the Cmdr “S”. 
 
So Lennie’s claim to fame was to have the pay queue’s reversed 
for one pay. Zuch first – Ackerly last.  
 
Keith (Squizzy) Taylor 
Scribe 

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN 
DIVISION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friends up North on the Big Island. 
 
  That time again and as per the norm not much to report –no 
news is good news according to the populace. 
We held our quarterly meeting and get to-gether at our usual 
venue (50 and over’s Club) at Ravenswood in Launceston and 
we had a very good rollup of members and partners. 
 
A new member, Len Oates and his good wife Margaret were 
welcomed into the fold. Maybe we could welcome a lot more but 
they do not seem to want to come forward; there are certainly 
plenty out there who would be welcome. Without some initiative 
on their part, there is not much we can do about it but hope. 
 
 Anzac Day has been and gone again, our Northern members 
paraded with the local Ex- Navalman’s’ group and all went well. I 
am informed that the after parade entertainment went off without 
a hitch and those that attended were suitably fortified. 
 

 We received a bonus from DVA recently in the form of a laptop  

TASMANIAN DIVISION 



31 

                                   Slipstream 

computer. This welcome addition will be of a great assistance to 
the office bearers I am sure. Not much cop for those of us that 
don’t use the things though, now gives us an excuse to pass the 
buck as everyone wants things done electronically these days. 
(Even the editor – bless him). 
 
 Our new Fleet Air Arm banner is now with us and was dis-
played on Anzac Day, looks good too!  A lot of thought went into 
the design and production and gave a very good result. BZ 
those responsible. 
 
As I said, not very much to report but we are still alive and kick-
ing and our next meeting will be held on the 23rd August at Ra-
venswood; please note that this is our AGM so please ensure 
that you attend. 
 
Cheers for now, 

  Matt (Jake) Jacobs, scribe 

 On the subject of Bob Morrison, I am pleased to report that he 
has been promoted to Commodore  effective from July 1st and 
all of the friends and acquaintances he made here in the land of 
the birdies wish him the best in his new job. 
 
 Captain Mark Sackley (CO Albatross) received a CSC in the 
honours list and our congratulations  go to him as well. 
 
 The Committee Meeting this month was even back to normal , 
all the overseas travellers are back and gave good reports on 
their break . 
 
 The National Secretary has not been giving me a hard time 
regarding the membership cards that were included in the last 
edition so I presume that firstly we got the membership list right 
and secondly you all received them okay. If you are visiting the 
Heritage Centre in Sydney at any time these will also get you 
free entry to there so add them to the pile of plastic we carry in 
our wallets these days. No card no free entry . 
 
 Items of interest keep turning up for the White Ensign Club, 
recently ‘Woody’ Herman turned up with some very well present-
ed models of Vietnam gunships mounted in a presentation case. 
These were done by his son who also gave the club a model of 
a Gannet some time ago. As soon as someone gathers some 
tools together it will be mounted and displayed. A lot of people 
will remember the ‘man with the moustache’ who ran the old 
WEC so many years ago and we now have displayed a very 
fitting image of  Les Young overseeing all those that use the 
venue. 
 
 For those of you that attended the Reunion last year and were 
worried about the access for wheel chairs to the Club; we have 
not  forgotten you and they are slowly being worked through. In 
days gone by it would be a simple matter of calling in a favour or 
two and get a couple of ‘rabbits’ done but I am sorry to say that 
system does not work in the new world. People these days actu-
ally want paperwork done and you would not believe how many 
different parties become involved. 
 
I seem to find plenty of funerals to go to these days, not sure if 
they just seem to be more prevalent or else I am aging. A seri-
ous look at one’s family tree seems to have me getting up to-
wards the top and I feel that is not the best place to be as the 
perch gets ‘wobbly’ the higher up you get. 
 
The annual dinner is set down for Saturday October 3rd at Bo-
maderry Bowling Club (evening of the Federal Council Meeting) 
and this year Ian Ferguson is looking after it. It’s not too early to 
let him know your intentions especially if you wish to make up a 
table. His contact details are:   fergs28@optusnet.com.au or 
phone number is 44438274. 
 
 
       Greg Wise 

NSW DIVISION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 It’s almost the shortest day of the year so I suppose the next 
adds we will hear on the TV is ‘ ? Days to Xmas’. As a kid the 
days would not go by so as we could attain that magical age of 
being able to go into a pub, smoke or own a gun; now it only 
seems like yesterday that we went to our last specialist appoint-
ment and they actually only come round every year. 
 
 Anzac Day has been and gone, our new banners flew  and the 
comments regarding them were very favourable. The front page 
of this edition shows two very young members of our society 
carrying them for us with pride. Bomaderry Venturers, Sacha 
Clark and Ben Shepherd have our thanks for a job well done.
 Thanks to Ron Jenkins for both organising them and letting 
them carry ‘his banner ’; always one to be a bit different he got a 
personal one made that was double sided - so that you could tell 
who the group was after it passed you. 
 
 Dawn service at Greenwell Point was as usual  a large gather-
ing and the only problem with the newly renovated site is that 
the crowds are growing so rapidly that they still flow onto the 
road outside. A very pleasant surprise among the attendees this 
year was one of our honorary members Bob Morrison. Some 
one turned up ( not to be named) and lo and behold he forgot 
the wreath and had to do a quick trip home - got sprung into the 
bargain by him.   
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    Social  outing for Queenslanders 

 

Barbara and  Ray Murrell 

Garry Reid and Gwen Powell 

    Rex Day - Ian Henderson 

    Paddy Williamson -- Bob McBride - Bill Strahan 

Jann Williamson - Des Kelly 

  Trevor Tite - Maree Hodgkison - John Hodgkison 
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      ATTENTION  THIS MAY BENEFIT YOUR              
   CHILDREN OR GRANDCHILDREN 

 
Scholarships & Grants being offered in 2010. 
 
AUSTRALIAN VETERANS' CHILDREN ASSISTANCE TRUST 
 
Scholarships for Children of Veterans intending Tertiary Studies 
in 2010.In 2010 the Australian Veterans' Children Assistance 
Trust (AVCAT) are expecting to give financial assistance for up 
to 65 students under many different scholarship schemes. All 
schemes help the selected children in need of the Australian 
veteran community with the costs of tertiary education. Appli-
cants are considered for all schemes for which they are eligible. 
 
Applications open on 18 August 2009. To apply you must be: 
 
a. Within the means test. That is eligible on assets and income 
grounds for Youth Allowance benefits for full- time education. 
b. Enrolled, or planning to enrol in a full-time course of tertiary 
education in Australia by attendance at a university, TAFE or 
college. The course must be of one or more academic year’s 
length and at undergraduate level. 
c. The child or grandchild of a person who has operational ser-
vice with the Australian Navy, Army or Air Force, or if not has 
three or more year's continuous full-time service as a member of 
the Australian Defence Force. 
d. Under the age of 25 when applying, unless exceptional cir-
cumstances related to veteran's service exists. 
 
The largest scheme is the Long Tan Bursary funded by the Aus-
tralian Government. There are 50 new bursaries each year. 
They are valued at $9,000 each which are paid at $3,000 per 
year for three years. There are selection number targets for 
each State and Territory. To apply you must be the child of an 
Australian Vietnam Veteran, be resident in Australia, be entering 
any year of tertiary study, having not previously received a Long 
Tan Bursary. 
 
The other national schemes are the AVCAT Bursary, the two 
RSL Scholarships, three Vietnam Veterans' Peacekeepers and 
Peacemakers Scholarship and the Defence Force Welfare Asso-
ciation  Scholarship. George Quinsey Scholarships directly pay 
tuition fees for economics, commerce and accountancy studies. 
There are also regional scholarships. In NSW, there are three 
from Brisbane Water Legacy covering Gosford/Wyong NSW and 
one from the NSW TPI Association. Some private donors offer 
two scholarships to resident NSW applicants.  In SA, the VVAA 
also offers a scholarship. 
 
Schemes vary between $3,000 and $5,000 per year each. Some 
are restricted to location of residence or studies Most require 
veteran service in Vietnam but others are broader. Most 
schemes continue payments for later years of study. 
All scholarship schemes but one pays monthly instalments.  

That scheme helps with tuition costs for courses in commerce, 
economics and accountancy. One scheme is for indigenous 
students doing substance abuse or related studies. 
 
For this scheme there is no upper age limit nor a need to be 
related to a veteran. In addition to the above there is one grant 
per year to assist an handicapped eligible veteran's child or 
grandchild with special extra costs of transition to tertiary studies 
or employment  
 
To receive an application form register interest on 1800 620 361. 
Children and grandchildren of Vietnam veterans should do so 
now, as should any others who believe that they are eligible. 
 If not sure, ask. 
 
Applications close on 31 October each year. 
 
AVCAT   PO Box K978,  
 Haymarket,  NSW  1240 
 
FAX: 02 9281 9164,   
 
 Email:  vvt@accsoft.com.au  
  Web:  www.accsoft.com.au/~vvt 

      
Hi everyone,  
   
For anyone contemplating using the Sensis directory service 
number, 1234, DON'T!  
   
Sensis, as you may or may not know, is a subsidiary of Telstra. 
The 1234 number is replacing the Telstra 12456 directory assis-
tance number, but this time with outrageous costs attached: 40c 
to call the number, then 4c A SECOND!  
   
By law, Telstra have to provide a FREE directory assistance 
number, because they are still majority owned by the govern-
ment. They choose however not to pass this number on to the 
public.  
   

What's the free number? 1223  
 
Thanks to Nev Cowgill for this info 

 
  Useless information: 
 
On the 8th July this year the time and date in seconds, minutes , 
hours, days and years  will read as follows, 
04:05:06  07:08: 09 

This similar sequence will not be repeated until the year 3009 

 

mailto:vvt@accsoft.com.au
http://www.accsoft.com.au/~vvt
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FLEET AIR ARM               WALL of SERVICE 

 
  These are the latest plaques fitted to the wall  and as each 
order is processed and plaques fitted they will be acknowledged 
in this column. Orders are placed with the foundry in groups  so 
as to keep the price structure within reason and the paperwork 
under control and thus there will be some delay between you 
placing an order and the final end result ( the plaque mounted 
on the Wall). 
 
  If anyone requires a copy of their plaque an electronic repro-
duction of the proof from the foundry can be obtained by con-
tacting the NSW Division Administrator of the project and he will 
organize it for you or your family. 
 
       Please ensure that your details are PRINTED 
CLEARLY on your application form. It is very hard and expen-
sive ( a complete remake) to correct an error once  the bronze 
has been cast.    
 
 Application forms are available from the Administrator, on the 
front desk at the Fleet Air Arm Museum, The Fleet Air Arm Web 
site (http://www.faaaa.asn.au ) or, if you contact your State Secre-
tary he will be able to organize one for you or any other ex FAA 

personnel . Suppliers of the forms, when you give them the 
application form you might suggest  membership for this associ-

ation as well. All states can accommodate new members and 
then they would only have to write out one cheque.  

 
If you are attempting to have a plaque installed for a third party , 
it is a requirement that NOK permission must be obtained (in 
writing) and a copy attached to the application form.      

    

 You will see by the number of plaques fitted since the last 
magazine that progress is good, there will always  be a pause or 
two over the Xmas period as logistics( holidays that we all have 
to have) will govern the production.  The back page of this issue 
has a photographic record of the actual plaques recently affixed 
to the Wall . If a group ( old class or similar ) wish to have their 
plaques fitted alongside each other get together And submit the 
group as a ‘parcel’ and they will be kept together otherwise all 
plaques are placed on the Wall in the order that the application 
is received. There are quite a few smaller groups and family 
members already together on the Wall. 
  
 
  
 The Administrator 
    WO Warren 
    PO Box 7115  
    Naval Post Office  
    Nowra Hill    2540 
    Ian.warren@defence.gov.au 

 
 The ‘Wall’ is now starting to look quite a spectacle, especially 
in the afternoon with the sun full on the plaques. 
 We have filled eight rows on the front face and have now start-
ed on the front face of the rear wall. Rather than made all of us 
young chaps bend too far to read the plaques this was thought 
to be a better idea. It will make no difference to the overall vista 
as there is no particular way the plaques are fitted and perhaps 
in 50-100 years one of the descendants of a serving member 
may wish to have his plaque affixed and it will fit in no matter 
where on the Wall it is sited. 
 
There are no plaques affixed this edition, an order is at the 
foundry.   
 
Sometimes these orders either are not filled or else the plaques 
have not been manufactured and fitted before the magazine 
goes to print. If this is the case  then all will be displayed in the 
next magazine. 

New or alterations of email addresses : 
 
 

VALE :  
  RICHARD ( SUNNY) SUNDSTROM 

 
  Richard passed away peacefully at home after a long illness. 
Known to his Navy mates as ‘Sunny’ , he enlisted in the air 
branch of the Navy and was categorised as  NAM(O); his enlist-
ment period was foe six years. 
A keen and talented sportsman he played for Albatross first and 
then Navy in the Australian Rules code. After discharge, he 
played for a local team in Moe in the Latrobe Valley. 
A Korean veteran he was a tireless worker for the Traralgon  
RSL . For many years he was a committeeman and during this 
time held the positions of Secretary, Treasurer and Pensions 
and Welfare Officer. 
A loveable character, he was a dedicated ‘Swans’ supporter 
with a sense of humour all his own. He was a definite contender 
for the ‘stirrer’s stick’ award and would have won it many times 
such was his nature. 
A dedicated family man, he is survived by his wife of over 54 
years and three children and their families. 
I am sure he is in that great playing field up yonder, cheering on 
his beloved ‘Swans’ where even he will realise that ‘The refer-
ee's decision is final’. 
 
Sadly missed by all ! 

                                  Ron Pink  
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             FAA Association contact details 
 
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 
President : CDRE  D Farthing  DSC  RAN  (Ret’d) -   
 (02)  48723237                         50 Railway Terrace, Willow Vale, Mittagong ,NSW. 2575 
                                                         email : pennyfarthing11@bigpond.com.au 
 
Secretary : Mr Dick Martin -            PO Box 7115, Naval PO, Nowra.  2540                   
(02) 44225860                                    email : fisho2@bigpond.com 
 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
President : Mr Winston James -      19 Hilarion Rd, Duncraig , WA. 6023 
(08) 94477727                                    email : winstonj@bigpond.net.au 
 
Secretary : Mr Keith Taylor-           26 Hefron St, Mount Helena, WA. 6082 
(08) 95721487   0409 913252            email :   ktt59345@bigpond.net.au 
 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
President : Mr Leon Coppins -         1 Randel Court, Belair, SA 5052 
(08)8278 1758                                     email : amwild@intermode.on.net         
 
 
Secretary :           Position not filled 
 
VICTORIA 
President : Mr Ron Christie-          15 Bianca Court , Rowville, Vic.  3178                   
(03) 9764 5542                                   email : seafury1@bigpond.net.au 
 
Secretary : Mr Peter Barnes-         286 Ormond Road , NarreWarren South ,Vic .3805                                                        
(03) 97056669              email : hellosailor@primus.com.au 
 
TASMANIA 
President / Treas : Mr Avelon (Tas) Browning -  8 Addison St, Devonport, Tas 7310 
(03) 64246314                                    email : avelon.browning@bigpond.com        
                            
Secretary :  :  Mr Garry Sommer-   14 Emma St , West Launceston, Tas.  7250  

               email: gsummer@bigpond.net.au 

 
 
QUEENSLAND 
President : Mr Barry Lister -           3 Royal Close ,Regatta Pk,  Wurtulla, Qld. 4575        
(07) 54934386                           email : blister@caloundra.net 
 
Secretary : Mr Trevor Tite -            37 Miles St ,Caboolture ,Qld. 4510 
(07) 54993809                                   email : trevlor@tadaust.org.au 
 
 
NEW SOUTH WALES 
President : Mr Greg Wise -             4 Bindaree St, Greenwell Point, NSW. 2540 
(02)  44471602                                   email : gregwise@pacific.net.au 
 
Secretary : Mr Mike Heneghan–     98 Suncrest Ave ,Sussex Inlet, NSW. 2540 
(02) 44412901                                   email : mheneghan1@sctelco.net.au 
 
ACT 
President : Mr Geoff  Ledger-        58 Wilkens St, Mawson, ACT.  2607 
 (02) 6286 1140                                  email : chadled@webone.com.au 
 
Secretary : Mr Bruce Tunnah-        53 Enid Lorimer Cct, Chisholm, , ACT. 2608 
0414 308852                                      email : Bruce_Tunnah@optusnet.com.au 

DISCLAIMER 
 Slipstream is published by the Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia 
Incorporated. All rights reserved. Reproduction in part or whole is for-
bidden without the express permission of the Editor “in writing”. 
  All care will be taken with material  that is submitted for publication 
but no responsibility is accepted or assumed by the publisher or edito-
rial staff for any loss or damage incurred to it. The views and opinions 
expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views and 
opinions of the Association or Committee of Management. 

 
A LAST FAREWELL 

 

The Association records with regret the deaths of the following 
members, shipmates and  friends:  

 

LSA(S) David Halliday : 30th January 2009 

Capt Roi ( Tug) Wilson RN : 17th March 2009 

NAAH James Fitton : 21st March 2009 

William (Bill) Robertson : 26th March 2009 

CPO ATC Brian Archer : 28th March 2009 

MECH Robert (Boris) Bennett : 30th March 2009 

CDR John Griffin MVO : 16th May 2009 

Richard ( Sunny) Sundstrom : 22nd May 2009 

William John Huggins : 11th June 2009 

Peter O'Donovan Kelly : 16th June 2009  

 

 

 

 

 VALE:  
 
      Peter O’Donavan KELLY   

  
"Passed away peacefully at MacLean NSW, on 16th June 2009 
 
He served 18 years in the  Fleet Air Arm, 4 years in the  Army 
from Korea to Vietnam.  
 
A "Flying Tel" in Firefly's -  became an Aircraft Handler left Navy  
 joined the Army then returned to the FAA. 
 
 He would be well known to a lot of our members. 
                                R.I.P. 

 
 
  Recently  there was an approval sought for a member to be 
interred in a local  service cemetery. The application was de-
clined in keeping with service policy, that being that basically 
only members deceased whilst in uniform can avail this service. 
Two star Admirals and above are also included ( they are enti-
tled to a service funeral). 
 There are facilities available in some cemeteries  for ashes of 
ex servicemen to be placed in recesses in suitable ‘Memorial 
Walls’( these are designed to have a plaque affixed). These 
Walls are made available so that if required members may be 
interned in a ‘service atmosphere’. By all means take advantage 
of this facility. 
 

mailto:ktt59345@bigpond.net.au
mailto:seafury1@bigpond.net.au
mailto:avelon.browning@bigpond.com
mailto:gsummer@bigpond.net.au
mailto:chadled@webone.com.au
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