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Slipstream

FOREWORD

On 14 January 2010, I proudly assumed command of HMAS ALBATROSS – home of the Fleet Air Arm for
the Royal Australian Navy. Having undertaken numerous postings during my 28 year naval career including
HMA Ships VAMPIRE, SWAN, TOBRUK and WESTRALIA and Naval establishments LONSDALE, NIRIMBA
and STIRLING, I am now honoured to Command this prestigious and operational Base HMAS ALBATROSS. I
believe my operational experiences and senior staff positions have prepared me well for the challenges and
opportunities facing us and I will work hard to do my best to serve you.
Although the Navy has its history and strongest focus on ships, it is evidently clear that Aviation is a corner
stone of the new Defence White paper and the Federal Government’s focus on future war fighting and Defence
strategic capability. My Command goal is to ensure ALBATROSS is well positioned to thrive through the Strategic Reform Program and be ready to support the Commodore Fleet Air Arm through the transition to our new
helicopters and Landing Helicopter Docking Ships.
We have a long and proud tradition in Fleet Air Arm and certainly enough history to proudly boast about.
Recognition of our heroes is an important part of Navy culture and as such, we have gathered information about
these heroes, some well known and some more discreet, and brought it to you in the form of SLIPSTREAM. I
do understand the balance needed between the sprint for the Navy of the future, and the need for respect, commemoration and celebration of our history, and with the fine people in our Navy and our aviation family, I believe
we can all find that balance.
The Fleet Air Arm Association produce the SLIPSTREAM magazine on a quarterly basis and is a greatly anticipated read for all its subscribers. However, SLIPSTREAM is not just for rank beginners to the aviation arena.
It is also a great magazine for bringing experienced aviation enthusiasts up to speed with current developments
and past, unknown historical influences.
SLIPSTREAM offers the benefits of learning about Naval aviation and the Fleet Air Arm and promoting the
Service of Australia. I am very pleased to be able to offer the preface to this quarter’s edition of SLIPSTREAM,
to congratulate the contributors and thank everyone involved for their interest and dedication. I thoroughly enjoy
reading SLIPSTREAM and have found it a valuable source of reference material as the Commanding Officer of
HMAS ALBATROSS. I commend this wonderful publication to you all!
Stefan M. King
Captain, RAN

2

Slipstream

Captain Stefan Michael King, RAN
Commanding Officer
HMAS ALBATROSS
Captain King assumed command of Navy's Air Station, HMAS ALBATROSS, on 14 January 2010.
Born in Nottingham England in 1964, joined the RAN as a Supply Officer in 1982. He served his apprenticeship on HMA Ships
VAMPIRE, LONSDALE, SWAN and TOBRUK leading up to a Captain's Secretary posting as a new Lieutenant at HMAS NIRIMBA in
1987.
He has previously served as a Lieutenant at HMAS ALBATROSS in 1993 as the Finance Manager after which he was promoted
and selected as the Supply Officer of HMAS WESTRALIA. Posting off just weeks before WESTRALIA'S tragic fire he joined the new
Submarine Squadron Headquarters (as Squadron Supply Officer) at HMAS STIRLING, during the transition from the Oberon to the
Collins class submarines.
In 2000 LCDR King was selected as the Staff Officer to the Deputy Chief of Navy and in June 2001, following promotion to Commander, he enjoyed an opportune posting into the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet for six months as the Defence Liaison
Officer.
In 2003 CMDR King posted to Bath, England for a three year exchange with the UK Defence Logistics Organisation which brought
invaluable experience and many personal highlights. The return to Australia in 2006 brought unaccompanied status as a bachelor,
necessary as the Admiral's Secretary to the Fleet Commander. This highly rewarding but demanding 16 months was followed by a tour
of duty as the J1/J4 (Personnel/Logistics) position on the Commander Joint Task Force 633 HQ in Baghdad and ultimately promotion
to Captain, in theatre on 01 Jan 2008. In 2008 CAPT King served as the Director Navy Governance and in mid 2009 as the inaugural
Director Navy Continuous Improvement until proudly assuming Command of HMAS ALBATROSS.
Married to Jacqui (also a Navy Captain) their combined 53 years of service explains why there are no children or pets requiring
feeding in the evenings. They enjoy travel, camping, fishing, gourmet experiences - usually at home, and gardening.

Front cover : Know him ?
He never got a ship to take to sea and now he may even
finish up as ‘Commodore’ of a squadron. Things that we do as
we get older never seem to amaze especially when you are
pushed by your offspring.

Deadline for articles for next
edition is 25th June 2010.

Toz at leisure at his idyllic retreat ready to take on all comers in
the ‘Worrowing Heights’ Cup.
Photo by ‘fergie’ at the editors request.
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Hi Ed,

My name is Maurie Thompson and I served in the FAA
from 1958 until 1967, then 6 years in the reserve.
In 1962 I was attached to 805 squadron, at Albatross and on the
Melbourne. During that time I made many friends, and with time,
I have wondered just what may have happened to them.
I came across and old photo this week and have sent it to you
with the hope that you can print it in the 'Slipstream', maybe
some one will see it and drop me a line?
The photo was taken in the 'Blue Heaven Bar' in Kowloon in
1962 when we got together for a squadron 'celebration', for want
of a better word!!

Radio Mech, EM. Mick Corner, EM. Jock McLeod, Squadron Aie
Engineering Officer John Selby, CPO (Electrical) 'Rusty' Marquis, the bottom group from the left are, EM. Johnny Deering, a
Radio mech I cannot remember, LEM Terry ??, Behind him
Johnny Metherall, Another Radio mech ??, and in the front Radio Mech Jan DeGroot and myself EM. Maurie Thompson.
I hope you can do something with this Greg, it would be a nice
surprise for me, if someone answered.
Thanks again, keep well,
regards Maurie, in Warnbro, Western Australia.
http://myweb.westnet.com.au/vk6ngg
Ed,

Firstly, all the very best to you for 2010.

Slipstream is a credit to your dedication and professionalism and
I am always pleased when new issues arrive. The Arial font now
used, and the new format in which you show the names and
rates/rank (if known) of our passed shipmates in 'A Last Farewell' section, is a vast improvement on previous notices and you
are to be commended.
If possible could you please include the following in the next
edition of Slipstream:
Moments in Time:
The missing names in the photograph (NAAH Course 1/69)
shown in Slipstream Vol 20 Number 1, 2009 are: LAAH 'Snow'
Mason, and I think POAAH Scott.
Cheers from Tassie,
David Tomkinson.
Hi Ed,
Thought you might give this consideration, seeing as we
are approaching ANZAC DAY…
The Last Post
For those of you who have ever been to a military funeral in
which The Last Post was played, this brings out a new meaning
of it.
Here is something everyone should know. Until I read this
I didn’t know, but I checked it out and it’s true.
From the rear, I can remember top-right, EM. Johnny Nichols,
EM.Jock Smith, EM. Peter Giles, CPO (Radio) with beard
(cannot remember his name), Electrical Boss Lt. Bill Davies,
next row from the left is Les Swebbs PO (E), 'Chooks' Cleary
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We have all heard the haunting song "The Last Post”. The song
gives us the lump in our throats and usually tears in our eyes.
However, do you know the story behind the song?
If not, I think you will be interested to find out about its humble
beginnings.

Slipstream
Reportedly, it all began in 1862, during the American Civil War
when Union Army Captain Robert Ellicombe was with his men
near Harrison's Landing, Virginia.
The Confederate Army was on the other side of the narrow strip
of land. During the night, Captain Ellicombe heard the moans of
a soldier who lay severely wounded on the field. Not knowing
whether it was a Union or Confederate soldier, the Captain decided to risk his life and bring the stricken man back for medical
attention.
Crawling on his stomach through the gunfire, the Captain
reached the stricken soldier and began pulling him towards his
encampment. When the Captain finally reached his own lines,
he found it was actually a Confederate soldier, but the soldier
was dead.
The Captain lit a lantern and suddenly caught his breath and
became numb with shock .In the dim light he saw the face of the
soldier.
It was his own son.
The boy had been studying music in the South when the War
broke out and, without telling his father, had enlisted in the Confederate Army.
Heartbroken, the following morning the father asked permission
of his superiors to give his son a full military burial, despite his
enemy status.

The words are:
verse 1
Day is gone
Gone the sun
From the Lakes
From the Hills
From the sky
All is well
Safely rest
God is nigh

verse 2
Fading light
Dims the sight
And a star
Gems the sky
Gleaming bright
From afar
Drawing nigh
Falls the night

verse 3
Thanks and praise
For our days
Neath the sun
Neath the stars
Neath the sky
As we go
This we know
God is nigh

I didn’t know the words or that there was more than one verse !
I now have an even deeper respect for the song.
Remember those lost and harmed while serving their country.
Also, remember those who have served and returned, and for
those presently serving in the Armed Forces.
I guess that says it all, ..............
Cheers mate,
Don McLaren

Further to the cover .
This shot shows the ‘Patron’ in total concentration at the job
in hand. Next thing you know he will be looking for a radio mech
to give him a hand. Not sure if you need a licence to drive one of
these, if so he may need to re-qualify.

His request was only partially granted.
The Captain asked if he could have a group of Army band members play a funeral dirge for his son at the funeral. The request
was turned down since the soldier was a Confederate. However,
out of respect for the father, they did say they could give him
only one musician.
The Captain chose a bugler to play a series of musical notes he
had found on a piece of paper in the pocket of the dead youth's
uniform .This wish was granted.
The haunting melody we now know as "The Last Post" used at
military funerals was born...........

We may have to get Gwen one as well .
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Ed,
Just a very quick email about an item concerning one of the
FAAAA members .
Peter Holstein, an ex-WOFF (aircraft handler and later fire fighter 1972-1992) is to receive the prestigious award of Master Air
Pilot by the Guild of Air Pilots and Air Navigators in May this
year.
Peter is travelling to London on 21st May to be awarded this
prestigious award, which has been made in recognition of hi
outstanding career of achievement and distinction, at a GAPAN
dinner.
The Patron of GAPAN is HRH the Duke of Edinburg and the
Master of the Guild is HRH the Duke of York.
Peter joined the RAN in 1972 as a JR through HMAS Leeuwin
and served on HMAS Perth and HMAS Melbourne. With the
demise of the Melbourne, Peter changed to the Fire Fighter Category and left the RAN as a Warrant Officer in 1992 to start his
own business specializing in flying training, particularly helicopter training.
I think this item is worthy of mention in Slipstream and I can be
contacted on 0404566224 if you require further information.
All the best,
Joan Carolan
Further to this note from Joan :

Helicopters enjoys a 100% safety record spanning over a 15year period of flying training and maintains this by providing a
safe and professional environment for all its students and clients.
Peter is the current Chief Pilot, Chief Flying Instructor and
owner of Aerowasp Helicopters. After leaving the Royal Australian Navy Peter gained vast experience in the civil aviation environment and has flown over 10000 hours. Endorsed in both helicopters and fixed wing aircraft he also holds Grade One Instructor Ratings for both categories' and boasts an impressive list of
qualifications and endorsements.
Peter is a professional in the training environment and has
recently been the project manager for the new Australian and
New Zealand instructor manual issued by CASA and CAA(NZ).
CASA frequently works with Peter to improve and make the
Australian Aviation industry a safer place. Peter will perform all
GFPT and PPL licence tests.
Our congratulations on this achievement !! Must have been
‘Mahnkoph’ trained.

Dear Ed,
If you have space in the next slipstream could you ask if
anyone has any information on Wessex N7-224 side number
834 and Sea Venom WZ931.
These aircraft are in the Museum at Port Adelaide. The secretary is looking for information that would tell their story. Maybe
some of your readers have log book entries that would give info
on the squadron, dates, tours etc or someone may know where
the log books for the aircraft are located.

Chief pilot and Chief flying instructor Peter Holstein formed
Aerowasp Helicopter in 1992 and first started operations in Wollongong doing flight training, Air work and charter operations.
The company then moved to Camden airport in 2005 as it would
be closer to the Sydney Area and take advantage of the central
location and various types of Airspace for training students.
The company has given many pilots their private and commercial ratings and trained a large number of instructor pilots employed in many parts of the country. Currently Aerowasp
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Attached photo shows Paul Shiels standing in front of the Sea
Venom.
Cheers
Graham J Quick

Slipstream

Resurrection of the “HANDLERS
The text below is the Chief of Navy signal explaining the requirement to establish the new Aviation Support Category for LHD operations.
FM CN AUSTRALIA
TO AIG 3600
AIG 3602
RAN ALL SHORE 1/3
RAN ALL SHORE 2/3
RAN ALL SHORE 3/3
BT
UNCLAS
SIC WAA
ORIGNO: 2636/DFMS
015 ALL SHIP 015 ALL SHORE 013 ALL OVERSEAS
SUBJ: ESTABLISHMENT OF AN AVIATION SUPPORT CATEGORY
1. THE RAN IS SCHEDULED TO INTRODUCE THE TWO CANBERRA CLASS
AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT SHIPS (LHD) DURING THE PERIOD 2014-2016. THE
ARRIVAL OF THESE SHIPS WILL REQUIRE NEW COMPETENCIES AND SKILL SETS
TO BE MASTERED IN ORDER TO ENSURE THE POTENTIAL AMPHIBIOUS CAPABILITY
PROVIDED BY THESE PLATFORMS IS FULLY REALISED. ONE SUCH AREA OF
EXPERTISE IS THE CONDUCT OF MULTI-SPOT AVIATION OPERATIONS FROM A
LARGE FLIGHT DECK, THE SCALE OF WHICH THE RAN HAS NOT CONDUCTED SINCE
THE DE-COMMISSIONING OF THE CVS HMAS MELBOURNE.
2. THE COMPLEX NATURE OF LHD AVIATION OPERATIONS WARRANTS PERSONNEL
WITH SPECIALIST TRAINING AND EXPERIENCE TO MASTER THE COMPETENCIES
REQUIRED TO ENSURE SAFE AND EFFICIENT MULTI-SPOT FLIGHT DECK AND
HANGAR OPERATIONS. ACCORDINGLY I HAVE AGREED TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
AN AVIATION SUPPORT (AVN) CATEGORY TO UNDERTAKE THESE DUTIES ON THE
LHD.
3. TO ESTABLISH THE CATEGORY IN SUFFICIENT TIME TO MEET THE LHD
INTRODUCTION INTO SERVICE PLAN, COMMANDER FLEET AIR ARM (COMFAA), IN
CONJUNCTION WITH THE DIRECTORATE OF NAVY CATEGORY MANAGEMENT (DNCM),
IS TO ESTABLISH A CATEGORY IMPLEMENTATION MANGEMENT TEAM (CIMT). THE
CIMT IS TO DEVELOP AND COORDINATE THE EXECUTION OF AN AVN CATEGORY
ESTABLISHMENT PLAN, ENSURING GROWTH OF THE CATEGORY MATCHES LHD
REQUIREMENTS.
4. FURTHER DETAILS ABOUT THE AVN CATEGORY WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE
WHEN THE CATEGORY DEVELOPMENT PLAN IS FINALISED
What will be the next re-incarnation ?? Safety Equipment and Armourers.
Complements of the ACT Branch ((Schonners)
Ed,

I would like if there is space to place the following request from the wife of a shipmate.

Thanks, Mick Blair

I am in the process of submitting a claim to DVA for a War Widows Pension and I am seeking the assistance of any ex RAN FAAA
personnel who served on HMAS Melbourne with and knew husband , CAA Kev HOGER R 37039 in the FESR during April and
June 1960.
During this period, Kev was attached to Headquarters and served in the Machine and Sheet Metal Workshop. He was a very heavy
smoker and I would be grateful if anyone who served and knew him during this period is willing to supply me with a statuary declaration in relation to his heavy smoking.
I can be contacted at : Lilian Hoger
21 Allenby Rd, Alexander Hills Qld, 4161 (07) 38245425
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Subject: Information
From: raybrauer@gmail.com
To: faaaa888@hotmail.com
Hi Harley,
A bright and prosperous New Year to you and yours.
I wonder if you might include the following in the pages of Slipstream.
Ray (Dutchy) Brauer (raybrauer@gmail.com), is seeking information regarding the fate of:
Michael Robin (Mick) Meades
R62040 NAMAE
D.O.B 12 March 1944 at Launceston, Tas
Enlisted at Cerberus: 08 April 1963
Mick was variously attached to 816, 723 and 724Sqn's.

Funds have been pledged by FAA Associations and by generous sponsors, allowing the FAA to commission a plinth of Portland stone supporting a Granite aircraft carrier to be set among
an avenue of existing oaks in the Naval section of the Arboretum.
Later, Squadrons, Ships and Associations will be able to place
individual commemorative plaques on up to thirty spaces reserved for the purpose around the base and the memorial, which
will thus become the spiritual property of everyone who has
served in the Fleet Air Arm.
Aye

Gordon Cansdale

Man with all the answers

Thanks, my friend.
My best regards to Mr and Mrs Toz.
Fair winds and following seas,
Ray.

Ed,
I have enclosed an article that may be of interest to some of
the ‘old’ members.
It came from an old shipmate of mine in the UK. We were in the
same draft in 1946 and I haven’t seen him 1947.
The Fleet Air Arm Memorial at The National Memorial
Arboretum

As Norm Brooks compiled his 1000th sport crossword for The
Daily Telegraph, he took a moment to reflect about technological
change.
``Computers have made my job so much easier,'' he said.
``Before the internet, I had to think of the clues off the top of my
head. Now I browse the internet and search for clues”.
Norm, who was born and bred in Geelong, Victoria, started compiling crosswords during his time in the Navy. A member of the
Safety Equipment branch he started compiling crosswords to
pass the time of day and was pleasantly surprised with the enjoyment his fellow Navy crew found in the activity.

In this our centenary year it is particularly fitting that we should
commemorate the service and sacrifice both in peace and war of
the many men and women of the Fleet Air Arm. The new FAA
Memorial will stand close by the National Armed Forces Memorial in the beautiful National Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas in
Staffordshire.
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“When I started the crosswords I did not expect them to become
so popular; I could not keep up with the demand, everyone
wanted me to write more and more crosswords”.
Norm said it took him about two to three hours for each one,
which for him is time well spent.
He now has quite an impressive crossword resume, including 13
years at the Sunday Telegraph and 31 years at Rugby League
Week.

Slipstream
Ed,

Ed,

With reference to : Down memory lane—Vol 20 No 4 2009
The above referenced article on page 11 of the last issue of
Slipstream , regarding Neil Ralph’s last flight, also gave me a
surprise. I searched for and found a copy of the front page of
Navy News October 16, 1987. I have enclosed a copy for you,
as Editor of Slipstream, so that you can help sort out Neil’s
memory problems for him.
Navy News clearly shows that both Neil and I flew an Iroquois
over Canberra on the 25th September 1987. That would be
about 14 years after Vietnam.

I was impressed to read the story of the gliders flying at
RANAS Nowra.
I do not recall what I was doing during that period when Tony
Goodhart was th OIC of the gliding - in fact I do not recall Tony
at all. My memory of ‘gliding’ was late in my service life just after
I had returned from a lengthy ‘Far East Cruise’ in HMAS Melbourne.
I had planned on that, final voyage, to purchase a first class
set of St Andrews golf clubs as I had planned to learn the game
on my return to Nowra. But then one night on the flight deck, I
met up with a mate Len Murray. He convinced me that golf was
out and that the current craze was 8mm colour movies and he
got me to go with him to Hong Kong and buy my own full set of
the necessary equipment; this comprised of a camera, editor,
projector, tripod, screen and much, much more.
We took dramatic scenes both at sea and ashore, making
certain that we were both in all the shots taken by each other—
just great stuff to take home following a final cruise.
Now in comes another mate of mine , a bit older than me,
Geoff Strickland. A mechanician who earlier had commenced to
learn to fly Spitfires in the RAAF just as the war ended. He then
joined the Army as a map maker and finally joined the RAN
Fleet Air Arm as a mechanician.
In those closing months of our 12 years engagement in the
Navy Geoff became the OIC of the gliding club at Nowra and
Jervis Bay, Tony must have returned back home to the UK by
then.
Geoff informed me that he was very keen to get some good
quality 8mm movies of the glider activities to use for training
aids and exercises. He approached me (knowing I had all the
gear) to take a series of shots, both close ups and distant ones
for this purpose. He also wished to take me as a passenger to
take shots of activities in flight.

On a matter that you raised in your NSW Division report,
“regarding a social venue for the ‘City’ members” I would like to
give my support. Please remember that we are all in the ‘aged
bracket’ these days and a bus trip would be the preferred mode.
I feel sure that a sit down function with a ’lite’ luncheon would be
most acceptable to the oldies and their partners.
You are doing a great job with Slipstream, please keep it up.
Seamus O Farrell

Of course I was only too anxious to help out and took a series
of ‘take off’ and ‘landings’ with my camera distant from the gliders and also hand held in a cockpit in flight.
Between us we obtained about 11/2 hours of first class training
accruement.
Then, one evening, just prior to Xmas leave Geoff arranged for
an evening at his ‘Married Quarters’ residence for all the gliding fraternity to come and see my 1 1/2 hour colour movie. All
enjoyed the show, which was to be my last as I was off on leave
and final discharge on return.
Over later years I always managed to include this movie in the
showings I did for family and relatives, but with time 8mm my
9

Slipstream
productions were becoming less and less popular as newer mediums took its place.
I still have those gliding shots and when I get home again ( I
am at present recovering from a heart attack at Xmas and am
still in the Peninsula Private Hospital in Redcliffe), I’ll see if I can
dig them up again. They are part of our history and heritage.

was mistaken for a bit of larking; in fact he couldn't swim and by
the time the rest realised it was too late. He was a very friendly
chap and a loss to the squadron and the RAN.
Norman Lee
25 Rubbo Crescent
WESTON ACT 2611
02 62882285

Best wishes Greg, I hope you will be able to present some of
story in a future publication. There will some who recall the times
I have covered,
John Buchanan ( previously Snodgrass) R 35696
My present address is :
12 Bailey Rd
Deception Bay
Qld 4508
John, if you find the movie I feel sure that the FAAA Museum
would like the opportunity to copy it so as it can go into the archives of the FAA—items like this are like ‘rocking horse poo’ .
Ed.
Dear ED.
At our recent AGM the subject of SS was raised. Several
members commented on the continued high quality of our magazine. They compared it to some other association magazines
and it was by far a superior product. As such, it was proposed
that a formal BZ be passed on to all those concerned with its
publication.
Yours aye,
Peter Barnes
Honorary Secretary

Ed,
It was with interest that I read Basil Nash's letter re his visit
to USS Intrepid. I too visited the ship but some eighteen years
ago and was very surprised to see a Vickers Supermarine Scimitar on the flight deck parked amongst the USN aircraft on display. There was no indication as to how the USN had acquired
the aircraft or why it was there. I flew the big beast on exchange
with the RN some fifty years ago and was delighted to make its
acquaintance once again.
Further to Dooley Lord's photo of 817 squadron, the engineer who drowned was Bill Caws. He fell over the side on a
pleasure trip, as I recall in Broken Bay, and his frantic waving
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FESR Navy Association (Australia)
Inc.
(Far East Strategic Reserve) "For Freedom We Served"
Royal Australian Navy Post WWll

Malaya – Malaysia 1955 - 1971
Patron: Vice Admiral Sir Richard Peek, KBE, CB, DSC, RAN (Rtd)

Special Projects: GARY (JOE) LINAKER
Phone- (07) 55464166- Mobile- 0412 442980 Email- geejayel@bigpond.net.au Fax (07) 55464900
“Twin Gums”867 Beaudesert-Beenleigh Rd. Wolffdene 4207

NEWS RELEASE- FRID 08 JAN 2010
The FESR Navy Association of Australia will present the 55th
Anniversary International Reunion of service in the Commonwealth Far East Strategic Reserve (FESR) at the Twin Town
Services Club, Coolangatta- Tweed Heads, on Thursday 27th to
Sunday 30th May 2010 inclusive.
Registrations are invited from all Australian and New Zealand
Navy personnel and their wives who served in the FESR from
1955 to 1971. Special invitations to attend will also be sent to
widows of the Navy personnel who served their country in the
FESR.
A national mail out of Reunion Information to past and present
members of the FESR Navy Association has occurred and those
seeking Registration and Reunion details can access the FESR
website www.fesrnavy.asn.au or contact :
Reunion Committee Secretary Tony Isaac Tel: 07 33953070 or
email him ctisaac@optusnet.com.au to receive information.

Slipstream
Ed,
My name is Troy Miller and my farther Dale Parker Hayes
(04/02/1958 – 17/10/2009) served as a “Birdie” in the Royal Australian Navy for 22 years.

The Taliban dollars would fund the first few years of decent
indexation for military superannuation pensioners, using the
exact same indexation method that Mr Rudd’s government rightly uses for age pensions.

Dale served on / at

Meanwhile, independent observers say that the Taliban dollars
will reward bad behaviour by only paying those who fought
against Australian diggers, ignoring Afghans who helped us.

HMAS Stalwart
HMAS Sydney
HMAS Moresby
HMAS Albatross
HMAS Nirimba
HMAS Kuttabull / N.A.L.O

“Defence Force people feel more than slighted when the Government says it can afford to donate to a fund to help those who
fought against Australians but cannot afford to look after its own
ex-service men and women,” Defence Force Welfare Association President David Jamison said today.

Dale passed away after a short battle with Cancer of unknown
origin.
The reason why I have e-mailed you is :
Currently the family is dealing with Darryl Dunlop at Legacy
House W.A to see if the service contributed to Dale’s death
(Cancer related). Darryl has suggested we try and contact anyone that may have served alongside Dale, to help with his investigations & recommended we contact yourselves to see if you
could assist (via members registered already with you)”
I appreciate you taking the time to read this e-mail and look
forward to any reply. Please feel free to contact me on 0433 815
399.
Regards,
Troy Miller
Gemco Rail Pty Ltd
PO Box 1133
Cloverdale WA 6985
troy.miller@gemcorail.com.au

Tax Dollars for the Taliban – But not for ex-Diggers
The Rudd Government has announced that Australia will
donate $25m to an Afghanistan Government trust fund to help
integrate former Taliban fighters into Afghan society.
The same Government steadfastly refuses to ensure that former Australian Defence Force men and women have a retirement scheme that maintains their superannuation pension’s
buying power.
Ex-diggers are tied to the Consumer Price Index (CPI), abandoned over a decade ago for other Commonwealth pensions
because it does not protect pension purchasing power.

“DFWA welcomes initiatives to promote peace in Afghanistan,”
Mr Jamison added. “But we do not accept that the Government
can cry poor when dealing with the Nation’s ex-service men and
their families while lavishing tax dollars on the nation’s enemies.”
“And what happens when the Rudd Government’s Taliban dollars are gone? Will the repatriated Taliban fighters go back to
killing Australians?”
DFWA notes that Foreign Minister Smith can give no assurances as to how the Taliban dollars will be spent, other than to
say the funds will be under the oversight of the ‘international
community’. It seems that the Rudd Government is happy to
trust other governments, some of which are breathtakingly corrupt, while ignoring its own ex-service constituents.
“It is way past time for the Government to take action to help
give ex-service men and women a decent retirement,” said Mr
Jamison.
“How can the Government find dollars to reward the Taliban
but refuse the dollars needed to protect the purchasing power of
military superannuation pensions?”

The Washington Post's Mensa Invitational once again invited
readers to take any word from the dictionary, alter it by adding, subtracting, or changing one letter, and supply a new definition.
Cashtration (n.): The act of buying a house, which renders the
subject financially impotent for an indefinite period of time.
Intaxicaton : Euphoria at getting a tax refund, which lasts until
you realize it was your money to start with.
Osteopornosis : A degenerate disease. (This one got extra
credit.)
Inoculatte : To take coffee intravenously when you are running
late.
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WHERE, WHEN and HOW IT ALL BEGAN

-

OUR ASSOCIATION

THE FLET AIR ARM ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA (INCORPORATED)
HOW IT CAME ABOUT. ………
THEO BUSHE-JONES, LIFE MEMBER, INAUGURAL PRESIDENT
IN THE 1960’S AND 70’S A GROUP OF EX-BIRDIES WOULD MEET ONCE A YEAR AT THE EMBASSY BALLROOM, PERTH
WESTERN AUSTRALIA FOR THE NAVAL BALL.
A SUGGESTION WAS PUT FORWARD AT THE 1975 BALL THAT AS THERE WAS A LARGE GROUP OF EX-BIRDIES IN THE
STATE WE SHOULD FORM OUR OWN ASSOCIATION AND BRING EVERYONE TO GETHER FOR THE GOOD AND WELFARE
OF EACH OTHER’S COMPANY. IT FELL TO ME TO CONTACT AS MANY EX-BIRDIES AS WE COULD NAME AND FIND THEIR
REACTION TO AN ASSOCIATION.
WE FOUND ENOUGH PEOPLE TO HOLD AN INFORMAL MEETING AND IT WAS DECIDED TO GO AHEAD WITH THE FORMATION, A LIST OF THOSE WHO HAD SERVED AT NOWRA AND ABOARD SYDNEY, VENGANCE AND MELBOURNE WAS
PRODUCED. I AGAIN WENT TO THE ELECTORAL ROLLS AND OBTAINED THE ADDRESSES OF ALL THE PERSONS PUT FORWARD AND A SEARCH OF THE TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES TURNED UP THE PHONE NUMBERS, SO A RING AROUND TO
ALL WAS THE BEGINNING OF THE START.
A MEETING WAS CONDUCTED WITH A GOOD TURN OUT AND IT WAS DECIDED TO FORM OUR OWN ASSOCIATION WITH
MEMBERSHIP TO THE NAVAL ASSOCIATION AS A SEPARATE SUB-BRANCH AND THE AIRFORCE ASSOCIATION AS A SEPARATE SUB-BRANCH, TO ENCOURAGE ALL NAVAL PERSONELL WHO HAD SERVED WITH THE AIR BRANCH OF THE ROYAL
AUSTRALIAN NAVY ; THE ROYAL NAVY AND ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY.
A COMMITTEE AND OFFICE BEARERS WERE SELECTED TO WORK ON GETTING A DIVISIONAL REUNION ORGANISED.
ADMIRAL SIR VICTOR SMITH AC; KBE; CB; DSC, WAS TO BE APPROACHED TO SEE IF HE WOULD BE THE PATRON. IT
WAS AGREED THAT THE ASSOCIATION WAS TO BE CALLED THE FLEET AIR ARM ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA, WITH THE
VIEW THAT WE CONTACT THE OTHER STATES TO FORM THEIR OWN DIVISION AND IN THE FUTURE, WHEN ALL STATES
CAME INTO THE FOLD THAT THE FEDERAL BODY BE TRANSFERRED TO NOWRA AS THE AIR BRANCH STARTED THERE.
AN APPROACH TO THE AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION CLUB AT BULL CREEK TO HOLD THE REUNION DINNER AT THEIR
PREMISES MET WITH THEIR FULL APPROVAL AND PLANS WERE SET AFOOT. ADMIRAL VAT SMITH WAS CONTACTED AND
ASKED IF HE WOULD BE OUR PATRON AND IF HE WOULD ATTEND OUR REUNION DINNER AS WE WERE ABLE TO OBTAIN
AIR FARES AND ACCOMODATION. HE AGREED. ON ARRIVAL AT PERTH AIR PORT ADMIRAL SMITH WAS MET BY THE
ELECTED MEMBERS AND AN INTERVIEW WAS CONDUCTED BY THE PRESS.
THE DINNER WAS A ROARING SUCCESS AND VAT SMITH’S SPEECH WENT OVER WELL. THE PLACE WAS PACKED TO
THE RAFTERS AND THE AIRFORCE ASSOCIATION COULD NOT GET OVER THE AMOUNT OF BOOZE CONSUMED. I DOUBT
THAT IT WAS EVER BEATEN.
OUR FIRST RECORDED GENERAL MEETING WAS FEBRUARY 17TH 1977. MEETING’S WERE HELD AT BULL CREEK UNTIL
THERE WAS A LOT OF INFIGHTING WITHIN THE AIRFORCE AND WE PARTED COMPANY.
HILTON DEVEREUX TOOK ON THE TASK OF HAVING THE ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED AND DID AN EXCELLENT JOB
12
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WITH HIS CONNECTIONS AT CROWN LAW.
BY THIS TIME CONTACT HAD BEEN MADE WITH SIMILAR PERSONS IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA, VICTORIA AND NEW SOUTH
WALES.
GEORGE SMITH WENT TO SOUTH AUSTRALIA TO TALK WITH THEIR GROUP AND I SPOKE WITH CLEM CONLAN AND THE
VICTORIAN GROUP. BOTH GROUPS FOUND THE IDEA OF A UNITED F.A.A.A.OF AUSTRALIA TO BE A GOOD ONE AND THE
DIVISIONS WERE FORMED AND GIVEN THEIR CERTIFICATES.
ALONG WITH GEOFF VICKRIDGE, JOHN GREEN, GEORGE SMITH AND RON TATE WE WERE ABLE TO OBTAIN A FLIGHT
COURTESY OF THE RAAF, BY HERCULES TO WILLIAMSTOWN AND THENCE TO NOWRA BY CARIBOU. THERE WE MET UP
WITH JUKE MATTERSON.
A MEETING OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE OFFICER ASSOCIATION, BRIAN McKEON AND WARICK ROBINSON ALONG
WITH MIKE THORN, GEOFF VICKRIDGE, JOHN GREEN, RON TATE, GEORGE SMITH, AND MYSELF FROM WESTERN AUSTRALIA WAS HELD. AT THIS MEETING IT WAS DECIDED TO FORM A NEW SOUTH WALES DIVISION INCORPORATING BOTH
THE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION AND ALL RANKS. THIS WAS IN 1986.
WE ATTENDED A DINNER AT BOMADERRY RSL WITH VAT SMITH. NEW SOUTH WALES WAS GRANTED THEIR CHARTER
ON THE 11TH APRIL 1989.
AT THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY 1998 IT WAS DECIDED THAT AS WE HAD BECOME A NATIONAL ORGANISATION THAT THE
NATIONAL BODY SHOULD BE SITUATED AT NOWRA WHERE WE ALL BEGAN. ALL MONIES HELD IN THE NATIONAL NAME
AND ALONG WITH ALL PAPER WORK; REGISTRATION; AND MEMBERSHIP CARDS WERE TRANSFERRED TO NOWRA.
FROM THIS THE ASSOCIATION HAS GROWN WITH THE ACT; TASMANIA AND QUEENSLAND FORMING THEIR OWN DIVISIONS.
THEO BUSHE-JONES (LIFE MEMBER)
ATTENDANCE BOOK 7th FEBRUARY 1977
THEO BUSHE-JONES
BILL GAULT
BRYAN DUNNE
FRED WOODWARD
BOB PATTENDEN
TOM MITCHELL
TOM BENNET
RON TATE
ROSS HEWITT
ROD TURPIN
EDDIE SHACKELTON
KEITH W TAYLOR
DON MILLER
SYD SALT
LES KITSON
L PHILLIPS
JOHN SELSMARK
GREGOR McQUIE
BRIAN WORTHINGTON
RAY EDWARDS

DES HARVEY
STAN BROWN
TED GRUSCOTT
ALEX JENKINS
PETER HILL
TED DAVIS
JACK SURIANO
KERRY SOJAN
JIM KING
BILL DUNLOP
SNOW HALL
TED BOYD
DARRELL EVANS
HILTON DEVERAUX
BOB STEWART
BARRY WALDEN
RON HAYES
JIM HAWKINS
B CUSACK

NAVAL ASSOCIATION

AIRFORCE ASSOCIATION

JACK SKINNER

GEOFF HARRIS
13
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E GREEN
P JOHNSON
VIC GIBSON
PAT DINGHAM
BOB HOBBS
GEORGE V SMITH

LES GORDON
MEG OLIVE
K McCAUL
TOM MANNING

FLEET AIR ARM ASSOCIATION ANNUAL DINNER

SEPTEMBER 30th 1977 AIRFORCE ASSOCIATION BATEMAN

PATRON ADMIRAL SIR V.A.T.SMITH A.C; K.B.E.; C.B.; D.S.C.
MEMBERS IN ATTENDENCE
THEO BUSHE-JONES (PRESIDENT)
PAPPY GAULT (VICE PRESIDENT)
DES HARVEY (JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT)
TOM MITCHELL (TREASURER)
KEITH W TAYLOR (SECRETARY)
JACK SURIANO (PUBLICITY OFFICER)
JIM HAWKINS (COMMITTEE)
BOB PATTENDEN (COMMITTEE)
BILL DUNLOP (COMMITTEE)
COLIN BUSHE-JONES
TED BOYD
STAN BROWN
KEVIN BAXTER
TOM BENNETT
RON COLE
STAN CORBOY
JIM CALDWELL
TERRY COLEMAN
ARTHUR COOK
BRIAN DUNNE
TED DAVIS
JACK DUPEROUZAL
BARRIE DUNBAR
ALFIE DIVER
KEN DUNCAN
HILTON DEVEREAUX
BRUCE DYER
KEVIN FOLEY
JOHN FLETCHER
KEN GAY
CHRIS GREEN
BRIAN WORTHINGTON
GABBY HAYES
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ALAN HILL
SNOW HALL
LIONEL HARRIS
PETER HILL
KEITH HARRIS
ROSS HEWITT
DON HALL
LES HODGSON
BRIAN JOST
JIM KING
LES KITSON
BOB MANNERS
KEITH MURDOCH
MIKE PERKINS
GRAEME PRICE
TERRY RUMENS
HENRY RUSSELL
KERRY SOJAN
JOHN SELSMARK
EDDY SHACKELTON
ROD TURPIN
TED TRUSCOTT
RON TATE
KEITH T TAYLOR
EDDY TAYLOR
FRED WOODWARD
ALAN WHITE
BON WOOD
DON MILLER
ERIC McKENZIE
BRUCE PROUD
DARYL EVANS
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H.M.A.S.

REUNION, OCTOBER 15TH TO 17TH 2010, NOWRA. N.S.W.

MELBOURNE

PROPOSED PROGRAM
Friday 15/10/10
Morning or afternoon: Sussex Inlet Bowling Club: A game of Bowls for those interested. Please contact
Rex Langford at relangford@bigpond.com or on (02)4441 3176
1600: Bomaderry R.S.L: Registration, “Meet & Greet”, Buffet, Cash Bar, $15.00 p.p.
Saturday 16/10/10
0930: H.M.A.S. Albatross F.A.A. Museum: Registration, an Escorted Bus Tour of H.M.A.S. Albatross,
Museum Entry and a BBQ Lunch with refreshments available, $25.00 p.p.
1700: Bomaderry R.S.L. Club: Registration and Reunion Dinner. The Guest Speaker being Commander
of the Australian Fleet, RADM Stephen GILMORE. Cash Bar, $35.00 p.p.
Sunday 17/10/10
1100: H.M.A.S. Albatross F.A.A. Museum: The Museum will be presenting a “Wings & Wheels” Day,
which is a static display of aircraft, hopefully including the Historical Flight and a collection of Vintage,
Veteran and Classic Cars. This is a Public exhibition arranged to co-inside with our event. Reunion participants receive entry to the Display, Museum and a BBQ Lunch, with refreshments available. (This will be
held in separate enclosure from the Public), $25.00 p.p.
There will be a Registration Fee of $10.00 p.p.
This Proposed Program may vary due circumstances beyond our control.
Accommodation in Nowra is limited and several Motels have already taken bookings for the Reunion
weekend. Bomaderry Motor Inn hosts, Gary & San-Dee have offered to assist by directing you to available accommodation. Contact them at bominn@bominn.com.au or on (02)4421 0111, mention the Reunion, and a discount may apply at some establishments.
Registration Forms are available from:
Association website at http://members.optusnet.com.au/hmas.melbourne/hmas_melbourneNew.htm
Dean Gedling at sicambre@optusnet.com.au or by writing to our PO Box below.

Registrations close 15th August 2010
Regards,
Dean Gedling
Vice President
P: (02)46261041
H.M.A.S. Melbourne Association
M: 0411015551
P.O. Box 4011
E: sicambre@optusnet.com.au
Bradbury. N.S.W. 2560
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ALBATROSS for the entire week for demonstration to Navy personnel, and the luncheon was held for Defence and industry
executives to allow them a close up look at the potential new
ASW helicopter for the RAN, and to talk with the Eurocopter and
Australian Aerospace staff.

The New Year has started well for the Fleet Air Arm Museum
with great visitor numbers during the Xmas School holidays.
Over 5,000 visitors came through the doors in December and
January. On one particularly rainy day in January, 350 holiday
makers sought the attractions of the Museum in preference to a
wet tent or a cramped caravan. Numbers have continued to be
favourable with nearly 3,000 patrons during February and
March.

As a part of our close relationships with the Shoalhaven Tourism Board, I was able to attend two Travel and Tourism expos in
Wagga and Albury in mid February. While in Wagga I took the
opportunity to visit the OC RAAF Base Wagga to discuss repatriation of the HMAS SYDNEY III anchor. GPCAPT Bob Rodgers
was very supportive of our proposal to find a suitable replacement anchor, which he feels is essential to maintain the Navy
esprit-de-corps amongst the several hundred Naval technical
trainees based there. Bob happens to be related to Ian
Ferguson and I am confident that we can come to an amicable
arrangement

The new Commanding Officer of HMAS ALBATROSS, CAPT
Stefan King came for a visit in January and expressed his desire
to become more familiar with the personnel and operations of
the Museum during the period of his tenure in command.
Dismantling and return of Museum of Victoria aircraft and
artefacts that had been on loan and display for almost ten years,
took place in the first week of February. We no longer have the
Wirraway or Millicer AirTourer, or their interesting selection of
antique aero engines; but it has given us the opportunity to expand our own display of naval artefacts. The Winjeel prototype
has been relocated where the other aircraft were, and will soon
be fully reassembled and in top display condition. The dismantled Museum of Victoria Lockheed 12 was transferred to our
colleagues at HARS at Albion Park.

Australian Aerospace Pty Ltd held a special luncheon and
demonstration of the Eurocopter NH-90 Naval Frigate Helicopter
in February, and it was a pleasure to work with retired Commodore Geoff Ledger and retired Commander Marc Ware in putting
this event together. Examples of the NH-90 operated from
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Ongoing exhibition conservation and repairs are being carried out by Ian Chorlton’s technical team on the sectioned Gannet engine, and before too long the Double Mamba will take
pride of place next to its parent aircraft. With an electric motor to
drive it, the engine will be a fascinating, if somewhat puzzling
exhibit to most of our visitors. Try explaining a contra-rotating,
twin, gas turbine, turbo-prop to the average Holden enthusiast!

Slipstream
opportunity to catch up with old shipmates and to showcase the
Museum to the visitors. When you receive this edition I will be at
the NSW Caravan and Travel Supershow at Rosehill Racecourse, so drop in if you are passing by and have a look at our
exhibition. I trust everyone has a pleasant ANZAC Day will all
your mates.
Terry Hetherington
Museum Director

HOW IMPORTANT DOES A PERSON HAVE TO BE BEFORE THEY ARE
CONSIDERED ASSASSINATED INSTEAD OF JUST MURDERED?
WHY DOES A ROUND PIZZA COME IN A SQUARE BOX ?
WHY IS "BRA" SINGULAR AND "PANTIES" PLURAL?
WHY IS IT THAT PEOPLE SAY THEY "SLEPT LIKE A BABY " WHEN
BABIES WAKE UP LIKE EVERY TWO HOURS?

Memories of what it used to be like

During some recent
naval exercises off the
Australian East Coast,
Jervis Bay became home
to parts of the fleet. It’s a
long time since the bay
was utilised to this extent.
Look closely and you will
see a lot of improvements
to the shore facilities.

Dust your memories
back to the times when
the civies had this prime
piece of real estate back
in the 50’s. Looks like
the naval families have
realised what a brilliant
piece of real estate they
have here and are using
it to its full extent. What
resort can provide better
than this ?
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MOMENTS IN TIME

A brain teaser—who are they ?
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MOMENTS IN TIME

Some of the remains of Bob Geale’s
Avenger - not good for much after
they had finished with it !!
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Queensland’s Plaque Ceremony Attendees

Di Morton & Dee Lister

Brenda Stewart, Florence Henderson,
Flossie Nugent & Ian Henderson

Final preparations—Pres and Peter Welsh
Jeff Booker & Geoff Morton

Di Morton & Ray Murrell
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A man is dining in a fancy restaurant, and there is a gorgeous redhead sitting at the next table. He had been checking
her out since he sat down, but lacked the nerve to talk with her.
Suddenly she sneezes and her glass eye comes flying out of
its socket towards the man. He reflexively reaches out, grabs it
out of the air, and hands it back.
"Oh my, I am so sorry," the woman says as she pops her eye
back in place. "Let me buy you dessert to make it up to you."
They enjoy a wonderful dessert together, and afterwards, the
woman invites him to the theatre followed by drinks. After paying
for everything, she asks him if he would like to come to her place
and stay for breakfast the next morning.
The next morning, she cooks a gourmet meal with all the trimmings. The guy is amazed! Everything has been incredible! "You
know," he said, "you are the perfect woman. Are you this nice to
every guy you meet?"
"No," she replies, "you just happened to catch my eye."

Slipstream
SAFETY EQUIPMENT REUNION
COFF’S HARBOUR EX SERVICEMAN’S
Friday 01st. – Monday 04th. October 2010.
The Safety Equipment Reunion in Coffs Harbour this year
has again been organised for the NSW Labour Day long weekend 01 - 04 October. There will be the usual meet and greet on
the Friday in the Bowls Club annexe commencing at 1830.
Travel and accommodation will once again be your responsibility
with the rest of the weekend to do as you please. It is recommended that you book accommodation ASAP as there are other
reunions in town that weekend. The Chelsea Motel opposite the
club for example, is completely booked out for the long weekend.
TOWN LODGE MOTOR INN 110 Grafton St. Coffs Harbour
02- 6652 1288
BENTLEIGH MOTOR INN
96 Grafton St. Coffs Harbour
02 - 6652 2566
MATADOR MOTOR INN
Cnr. Grafton and Albany Sts.
02 - 6652 3166
BEST WESTERN PARKSIDE 14 -16 Elizabeth St. Coffs Hr.
1300 888 670
TOREADOR MOTEL
31 Grafton St. Coffs Harbour
02 - 6652 5813
BEST WESTERN ZEBRA
27 Grafton St. Coffs Harbour
1800 706 067
Prices are reasonable for twin share from $100 - $120 per night.
There are others of course, but the ones listed are within walking
distance from the Ex-Serviceman’s Club. In addition, there is a
couple of Caravan Parks located in the vicinity.
PARK BEACH HOLIDAY PARK
1 Ocean Parade
1800 200 111
BANANACOAST PARK
429 Pacific Hwy
02 - 6652 2868
HARBOUR CITY HOLIDAY PARK 123 Pacific Hwy
02 - 6652 1694
If you wish to play bowls or golf it is recommended that you book
early for respective games.
GOLF CLUB Earl St. Coffs Harbour 02 6652 3244
BOWLS CO-ORD. Ex Serviceman’s 02 6691 9225
If you know of anyone who has been missing for a while let
them know of the occasion. As this will be the only notification
posted, if you have any inquiries contact:Kerry Jones - 02- 4990 3303
Dennis Skewes - 02- 4972 0433
Jaffa Robinson - 02- 9359 3074
Hope to see you there this time,
Jaffa.

0407 003639
0439 720433
0409 719568

Fuel Saving Tips for ‘Oldies’
1. Buy On The Right Day Of The Week
It’s obvious – buy your fuel when it’s at its cheapest. This will
save you up to 12 cents a litre. But be careful! The unwary motorist is already being caught out as the fuel companies are
changing their cheapest days.
The ‘cheap days’ do vary from state to state, but in the Eastern
States, for example, the cheap day was Tuesday, then Wednesday and now it’s Thursday morning.
2. Don’t Buy Ethanol Added Fuel
E10 fuel contains 10 per cent ethanol and is usually about 3
cents cheaper than 91 octane unleaded (when you can get it).
But we reckon it’s a false economy.
3. Pump Up Your Tyres
The car maker must place a label in the car (door jamb, glove
box, fuel cap etc.) which displays the correct tyre pressures. If it
gives a range then inflate your tyres to the highest limit (though it
may give you a slightly harsher ride).
Under inflated tyres are not only dangerous, their increased
‘rolling resistance’ can increase fuel consumption by up to six
per cent.
4. Slow Down
Again an obvious answer, reduce your speed, squeeze the accelerator more gently, anticipate conditions ahead to reduce
your braking – all good ways to save your fuel bills.
Under motorway conditions over 50 percent of the power produced by your engine is used to overcome aerodynamic drag.
This drag factor increases rapidly at speeds above 90 kph. It’s
reckoned , that on average a car uses 15 per cent more fuel at
100 kph and 25 per cent more fuel at 110 kph than at 90 kph.
Slowing down to 90 kph , results in huge savings, probably
much more than most realize.
5. Keep a Clean Air Filter
Clogged air filters increase fuel use by restricting airflow to the
engine. It can cause an increase in fuel consumption by up to 10
per cent, yet it’s an easy fix.
6. Engine Idle – the 60 second bench mark
Minmize fuel wastage by turning off your engine when you are
stopped for an extended period. Idling for more than a minute
consumes much more fuel than re-starting the engine.
7. Turn Off The Air-Con
Air conditioners can use up to 10 percent more fuel when operating. But, on the other hand, it’s better to use the aircon at
speeds of 80 kph and above than having an open window.
These will help to make your dollar go further, and, make the
fuel companies a little poorer and goodness only knows both are
good things to happen.
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Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia

Blazer Alteration Form

Blazers made by C E Wise 780 – 782 High Street Thornbury Vic 3071
Tel 1300 700 000
Fax (03) 9484 2212
Web Address: http://www.cewise.com.au/
Email: sales@cewise.com.au
If your blazer needs altering please do the following:

complete the details on this form
Date of purchase

__/__/__

Date of blazer return

__/__/__

Your Full Name ________________________________________________
Postal Address ____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________
Contact Details

(Home) ________________________________________________

(Mob) ________________________________________________
Size of initial blazer supplied

_____________

In comparison to this fitting blazer:Chest Measurement alteration required (e.g. +2inches, -2inches) _____________ (inches or centimeters )
Arm Length (cuff) alteration required (e.g. +2inches, -2inches) ______________(inches or centimeters )
Coat length (back) alteration required (e.g. +2inches, -2inches) ______________(inches or centimeters )
Height
Waist

_____________ (inches or centimeters )
_____________ (inches or centimeters )
send this completed form along with the blazer to:
CE Wise Pty Ltd.
780 – 782 High Street
Thornbury Victoria 3071

Please note this service is FREE to you

Order form for blazers is on page 33
You can tear out the page or else just copy it; fill it in and send it off to the nominated
address. This form is only to be used if you have to get any alterations done to your blazer—not this alteration service is free.

You can also use their web site if you have a computer .
Victorians take note of the address and I am sure you can front up and do the business.
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Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia
Blazer Order Form
Blazers made by C E Wise 780 – 782 High Street Thornbury Vic 3071
Tel 1300 700 000
Fax (03) 9484 2212
Web Address: http://www.cewise.com.au/
Email: sales@cewise.com.au
Specification: 80%wool / 20%polyester jacket with FAAA monogram.

Price: $209 (including GST) postage included.
How To Order?
Irrespective of whether you order via the internet, fax or post we will need the following details:
Full Name ________________________________________________________________________
Postal Address ____________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Contact Details

(Home) _______________________________________________________

(Mob) ________________________________________________________

Credit Card details (including expiry date) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
(expiry) _ _ / _ _
Security code (last three digits on number on back of card) X X X X / _ _ _
Chest Measurement in cm or inches _____________
Height _____________ (in cm or inches)
By Internet go to: http://www.cewise.com.au/
Click on “Online Uniform Shops”
Click on “Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia” and follow the prompts.
By Fax:

Fax this completed form to: (03) 9484 2212

By Post: Post this completed for m to: CE Wise Pty Ltd. 780 – 782 High Street Thornbury Victoria 3071
By phoning us on 1300 700 000 and asking for assistance
On receipt of your order we will manufacture and dispatch to you a standard size FAAA blazer which corresponds to your chest measurement. This will be sent to your postal address within 14 - 21 days. Should the
blazer need alteration we ask you to return the blazer along with a completed alteration form (which will be
mailed to you with your blazer) and we will make a specially fitted blazer. There is no cost for either the alteration or the subsequent delivery.

23

Slipstream

Victorian AGM

L-R Terry Egan, John Champion, Les Jordan.
John Champion has been making these plastic models for
several years now & has donated them as prizes in our
raffles. They are extremely well made & the winners got a
good deal. John has been asked to make some Skyhawks
but so far the whine of a Goblin/Ghost & the roar of a Riley
P & W has left him with selective deafness.

Vic. Members attending the 2009 Christmas breakup.
Far back- Norm Thompson.
2nd back- Peter Barnes, Ken Pryor, Happy Clark, Ian Stanfield, Mal Smith.
3rd back- Ralph Mayer, Les Jordan, Chaplain Lawrie Styles,
Front row- Terry Egan, John Champion, Ron Christie, John
Ikin, Hank Fargher,
Clem Conlan, David Hobbs, Rob Earle.

President Ron Christie makes a formal presentation of
Clem Conlan’s Life Membership certificate in front of the
Victorian members at our AGM.
Our Girls at the 2009 Christmas breakup.
Back row- Loris Jordan, Di Stanfield.
2nd back- Sylvia Ikin, Shirley Thompson, Millie
Barnes.
2nd from front- Betty Conlan, Margaret Mayer, Marion
Earle.
Front row- Val Christie, Mary Hobbs.

This time Hank Fargher came in first.
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OXYMORONS
Why do "tug" boats push their barges?
Why do we sing "Take me out to the ball game" When we are
already there?
Why are they called " stands" when they are made for sitting?
Why is it called "after dark" when it really is "after light"?
Doesn't "expecting the unexpected" make the unexpected expected?

Slipstream

NATIONAL
PRESIDENT
Good to see plans for the HMAS Melbourne Reunion
( 15th to 17th October ) firming up. It promises to be a great
occasion; no doubt highlighted by conviviality and tall stories; some of which may even be true!
The affairs of the Association have proceeded smoothly. The only significant worry is the eagerly awaited decision concerning the future of the Historic Flight. The ongoing kerfuffle about Defence finances and budgeting may
mean that we have to wait a while longer. As to the finances; if the operators of defence equipment were consulted
more often, rather than the bureaucrats, some of the loopier and more wasteful decisions, such as the Sea Sprite,
may have been avoided! Ask the operators, choose the
best, proven equipment and buy “ off-the-shelf “, mainly
from the USA; we could save billions and have a much
more contented fighting force!
I recently found a copy of the autobiography of Captain
Eric “ Winkle “ Brown; “ Wings On My Sleeve “ in the War
Memorial’s Book Shop. Brown was one of the greatest test
pilots and I commend the book to all aviation “ buffs”. He
has 487 aircraft types in his log book, flew all the war-time
German and Japanese aircraft and took part in many of the
pioneering achievements of the jet-age. When you consider how many of his contemporaries died whilst testing aircraft, it seems obvious that he must have been both extraordinarily skilful and lucky.
I recently looked at the area of our Roll of Honour and
Wall of Service and was impressed by the presentation
and the focus of the area on the history of the Fleet Air
Arm. Next time you are in the area pay a visit and, if you
are qualified, make sure that your name is present to mark
your part in our proud history.
Good luck and good health to all FAAA members and
their families.

David Farthing

NATIONAL SECRETARY

By the time that this edition of “Slipstream” hits the post lines
most divisions will have held their 2010 General Meetings and I
would like to take this opportunity to remind Divisional Secretaries that up to date 2010 membership’s lists would be appreciated as soon as possible. The correct delivery of Slipstream to all
your members is controlled by these lists and errors that have to
be corrected after magazines are returned are very costly to the
Association.
Whilst on the subject of meetings members are reminded that
the Annual Federal Council Meeting will be held on Saturday
October 30th 2010 at the White Ensign Club behind the Museum
at HMAS ALBATROSS. Remember that this is an Election Year
and all positions on the Federal Executive are open for nominations-so support your association.
On the 7th of April The NSW President (Greg) and I will be
attending a forum on Men’s Health this has been set up by the
DVA and is of interest to all our members I will keep you informed of its progress.
Another reminder to members is don’t forget the forthcoming
HMAS Melbourne reunion in Nowra (October 15th-17th) 2010
further information should be available on their website. A registration form is included in this issue of Slipstream
Yours Aye
Pincher
FOR THOSE WHO LOVE THE PHILOSOPHY OF AMBIGUITY
1. ONE TEQUILA, TWO TEQUILA, THREE TEQUILA,
FLOOR.
2. ATHEISM IS A NON-PROPHET ORGANIZATION.
3. CAN AN ATHEIST GET INSURANCE AGAINST ACTS
OF GOD?
4 . IF MAN EVOLVED FROM MONKEYS AND APES, WHY
DO WE STILL HAVE MONKEYS AND APES?
5. THE MAIN REASON THAT SANTA IS SO JOLLY IS BE
CAUSE HE KNOWS WHERE ALL THE BAD GIRLS LIVE.
6. I WENT TO A BOOKSTORE AND ASKED THE SALESWOMAN, 'WHERE'S THE SELF-HELP SECTION?' SHE
SAID IF SHE TOLD ME, IT WOULD DEFEAT
THE PURPOSE.
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Pictured is RADM Barrett assuming Command of Border Protection Command from RADM Allan DuToit. (Photo courtesy of
Navy News)

ACT DIVISION
Hi to all for the first Slipstream article in 2010. A busy year
ahead and the ACT Division has a number of activities coming
up. Our AGM is scheduled for Friday 9th April commencing at
1530 at the Canberra Services Club (CSC) in Manuka. I encourage all members to attend the AGM and if you are interested in
being part of the committee please don’t hesitate to throw your
hat in the ring. We can always use help in organising events
and ensuring the ACT Division is managed successfully as a
number of the current committee have indicated their desire to
step down due to work commitments.

Our Secretary Bruce Tunnah has been making a number of
visits to WA for work and, during one of those visits, took the
opportunity to visit the HMAS Sydney II Memorial at Geraldton.
Bruce said that this was his first opportunity to visit the Memorial
and was impressed by the scale, scope and architecture. Of
interest to Bruce was the (generally) not so well known fact that
there are a number of RAAF personnel listed on the Roll of Honour who, manning / maintaining Sydney's Walrus aircraft, also
perished in her final action - an early Ship's Flight!
Bruce apologises to our WA Division shipmates that his work
priorities didn't allow him the time to make a social call. Some
photos of Bruce’s trips are below.

A Division get together was held on Fri 26 February at the CSC
with a good turn out of members who seemed to enjoy the opportunity to spin a ‘warrie’ and have a drink with their colleagues.
The next major event will be the ANZAC Day march and postmarch get together at the CSC. Details of the ACT march have
been emailed out to members and other Canberra based Birdies, so we are hoping to see a good roll up on ANZAC Day. A
reminder that the FAA Division is No 22 in the ACT order of
march.
Congratulations go to Tim Barrett who was recently promoted to
Rear Admiral and has taken up the posting of Commander Border Protection Command on 9 Feb 10. Tim was the S-70B2
Flight Commander on HMAS CANBERRA in 1992-93 when I
was posted as the Flight Senior Maintenance Sailor and I am
pleased to see his efforts over the previous years have resulted
in another ‘Birdie’ being promoted to 2-Star. It may well be a
history making period when July 2010 comes around as Commodore Mark Campbell is also promoted to RADM and we will
have two ‘serving’ full time Birdie Admirals in the RAN. I’m
guessing those RAN Seaman Officers might be getting a tad
nervous!!

The Chief of Navy has recently announced that a new Aviation
Support Category (AVN) will be established to support aviation
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operations on the new CANBERRA Class Amphibious Ships
(known as Landing Helicopter Dock), which will be introduced
into service in 2014. At 27,000 tonnes these ships will be the
largest warships to have been operated by the RAN (as a comparison, the aircraft carrier HMAS MELBOURNE was only
20,000 tonnes) so the need for Aviation Support personnel to
move multiple aircraft on the LHD is considered essential. The
first LHD (HMAS CANBERRA) will be delivered to Australia in
mid 2012, with initial operational release or IOR intended for Jan
2014. The graphic below give a good impression of the size of
the CANBERRA Class LHD.

It won’t be long before we shall be peering upwards from a wharf
at these huge ships!

So it appears things are certainly moving ahead for Naval Aviation and the Fleet.
Anyway, best wishes to all from your shipmates here in the ACT.
Remember if you are visiting Canberra for the ANZAC Day festivities don’t hesitate to let us know, as it is always great to catch
up with our FAA colleagues from other states.
Regards,
John (Schonners) Schonberger
Vice-President
ACT Division
The aviation facilities are clearly dominant. A large flight deck
with launch and recovery spots for six medium size helicopters
is shown. As the design is intended to be utilised as an alternate
aircraft carrier by the Spanish Armada, they are currently fitted
with a ski jump arrangement at the bow to facilitate the launch of
STOVL aircraft such as the Harrier or Joint Strike Fighter. The
ship can carry a large number of aircraft - up to 16 each in an
amphibious role or two dozen or so if used more exclusively in
an air operations capacity. Considerable space exists for the
carriage of vehicles and this includes the full breadth of current
and future Army inventory from land rover to Abrams tank. Importantly, for the first time in the RAN, the CANBERRA Class will
have a floodable dock aft from which four organic landing craft
can operate.
Below are more diagrams showing the size difference between
the new LHD, the aircraft carrier MELBOURNE and the current
LPA. (Courtesy of Directorate of Navy Platform Systems DNPS).

QUEENSLAND DIVISION

Easter is just about on us now-that must be why Hot Cross
Buns were in the shops just after Christmas, just in case anyone
forgot! As if there was a chance! Anyhow, we’re rolling along into
2010 at the usual rate of knots.
Our AGM is coming up-at the Currumbin RSL on 28 March and
all of the current committee members are standing again and we
have one other nomination for Vice President. Mick Blair is our
current Vice President.
On December 19, we held our Dedication Ceremony of a
Plaque for the Fleet Air Arm, mounted on a wall at the Queensland Air Museum, which holds a number of our Naval Aircraft
and they are well presented. National Vice President, Peter
Welsh, came up to represent the National Council. We had a
number of Official guests including State and Federal MP’s,
Commodore Geoff Morton.AM., Commander Jeff Booker and
the CEO of the Air museum, Cliff Robinson. Each gave a good,
short speech, Peter and I unveiled the Plaque and we had 2 TV
Stations-7 & 9-there as well. There was some Newspaper coverage as well, so it was good for the Fleet Air Arm and the
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Museum. We had decided to make the day our Christmas gettogether and the Museum staff joined in with us to make it a
combined deal.

We will be away in USA on Anzac Day, so Ray Murrell will lead
the March and we’ll be incorporating the HMAS Melbourne and
Vietnam Helicopter Flight Banners and have invited any of those
members to march with us and join us at the Spring Hill Hotel
after the march. Warren Walters’ wife, Maria, passed away during heart surgery recently, so we are going over to give him a bit
of moral support. Very sad. Maria was a lovely girl and missed
by all who knew her.

DEDICATED TO THOSE WHO HAVE SERVED IN
THE FLEET AIR ARM
OF THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY
AND TO THOSE WHO HAVE LOST THEIR LIVES
IN TIME OF PEACE,
WAR AND IN THE CAUSE OF HUMANITY,
WHILE FLYING, OPERATING, AND SERVICING
AIRCRAFT
FROM SHIPS AND SHORE ESTABLISHMENTS

DEDICATED BY THE QUEENSLAND DIVISION
OF THE FLEET AIR ARM ASSOCIATION OF
AUSTRALIA

We had a good roll up of our people-Trevor did his magic with
the raffles and our catering was done by Meals-on-wheels who
did a great job with finger food. We covered that cost and drinks
were BYO. I’ll include the Plaque wording under separate cover
with some photos.
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Our membership remains steady and we welcome new member Alan Dobson who was on loan to us from the RN ’54 to ’58.
He lives in UK but spends time out here on the Coast as often
as he can. John Bray is back on the books again. Good to have
you back, John.
That’s about it for now, so best wishes to all from us in QLD.
Barry Lister. President
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VICTORIA
DIVISION
Greetings and salutations to all.
It appears this year will be a vey interesting one, the first event
for the year was the Division’s Annual General Meeting; held on
the 7th February 2010. All executive and committee positions
were filled unopposed with the exception of Clem Conlan, who
decided it was time to stand down, but he added “ I will still be a
very active member”, thanks Clem. The new boy on the block to
fill the vacant position is Mal Smith, welcome aboard Mal.
Whilst on the subject may I take this opportunity to thank all
the members for their time and donations to our fund raising
activities , it is greatly appreciated by all.

land top the Australian War Grave Commission.
Madame Nathalie Braule, the current Fromelles Primary
School Principal, brought the children from the school to flower
the area profusely where Australia’s sons were resting.
Alain Gaudet, a Canadian ex –1st Airborne Commando Group
trooper now living in France is helping Vern Bechaz, an ex RAN
Vietnam veteran living in Victoria, Australia, to find out more
about this little school called “Les Cobbers”. The school is in fact
‘twinned’ with the Camberwell Primary School in Victoria. However because of a lack of computer systems at their small
school, the Principal pointed out that they cannot communicate
with their sister school in Camberwell. It was also gleaned from
Madame Braule that her greatest wish for “ Les Cobbers” was to
also have an Australian bell to proudly ring at the start and close
of the school day.
Hence the appeal for donations, the bell will be engraved with
the symbols of Australia’s Armed Forces and the Commonwealth Coat of Arms and several plaques will acknowledge the
support of the Australian’s and those units that fought at the
‘Battle of Fromelles’.
Surplus monies from the appeal will be sent to France to help
with the purchase of the school’s computer system, it is anticipated that the Bell etc. will be delivered in May 2010 and be
ready for dedication on the 19th July 2010.
Any donations may be made to :
Vern Bechaz
345 Stump Gully Road
Balnarring. Vic 3926
All cheques should be made payable to ‘ The Freedom Belle of
Fromelles’ and marked ‘Not Negotiable’.
The next important event for the Division is the Anzac Day
March and after march FAA Reunion.

Victorian Division Life Members
Les Jordan, Ron Christie, Clem Conlan, John
Another project the Division has been involved with in the form
of a donation, is “ The Freedom Bell of Fromelles”. I wish to
convey my thanks to those who donated towards this appeal.
The following is a brief description of the reason for this project.
‘Don’t forget me cobber’ was the heart rending cry of the
wounded ‘Digger’ heard on the battlefields of Fromelles, France
on 19-20th July 1916. The farm fields near Fromelles were the
scene of the AIF’s 5th Division’s first battle on the Western Front
and in 27 hours, 5553 of Australia’s finest lay dead or wounded
on the battlefield.
Thousands of Australia’s sons gave their lives to free the little
town of Nord-Pas-de-Calais and hundreds of men have no
known graves. However recently in a field in Pheasant Wood
near Fromelles village, a mass grave was discovered and the
bodies of almost 250 men are to be re-interred in a new cemetery at Fromelles during 2010. When the grave site was discovered the farmer who owned the land immediately donated his

Firstly, the march.
The form up point is the same as last year, form up 0900 in
Flinders Street (East) alongside Federation Square, look out for
the FAAAA Banner. On completion of the march, the Reunion
will be convened at the Melbourne Naval Centre (ESU) ,146
Toorak Road (West), South Yarra.
A two course lunch is available at a cost of $15 per person
(the same caterer as last year so we know it is a good scran)
drinks are available at centre prices.
 Important , if you require lunch you must book with the
Social Coordinator and payment must be made by the 16th
April, further details will appear in ‘Flight Deck News’ in the
very near future.
Look forward to seeing you all on Anzac Day, please make the
effort to attend.
Another important event this year, it is the 60th Anniversary of
the commencement of the Korean War. There will are a lot of
functions being planned , details of which will be promulgated
soon.
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Sadly the Association and the Victorian Division over the last
few months has lost three members :
VALE:
Max Farquharson 28-12-2009
Ivor Janz
05-01-2010
Don McIntosh
02-03-2010
Lest We Forget
Thank you
Yours Aye
Ron Christie

TASMANIAN DIVISION

I am told Fiona and Les Kube are about to set off on a 6 –7
month odyssey around the ‘Big Island’ up North. Should be a
nice interesting past time and no doubt they will meet up with a
lot of old friends. I would like to do something along those lines
myself but circumstances dictate that it is no more than a ‘pipe
dream’ at present. Probably get lost or miss out on money
changing anyway!
Tas Browning is in the middle of applying for a grant to assist
in the running of the reunion in 2011—Kapyong Day. It is a big
undertaking and we will all assist and support him to the conclusion. Don’t all you tourist forget to forward book your accommodation for the event. We will arrange ‘money changing’ at the
venue so you do not have to worry about that aspect.
I am including some photos taken by Les Kube, no doubt they
will jolt some memories of persons from long– long ago, seeing
its about 50 years ago since we all knocked around together.
Time has changed appearances so if your memory isn’t all that
good I have included the names of all present. Back in those
days we were not much more than ‘mere lads’. (Still having trouble adding Jake, only ‘50 years’)

Our meeting on the 28th February resulted in some information to write about; there were 17 good and jolly people present. My appearance was not to be as I had another prior commitment– can’t help bad luck some of the time!

L to R:
Bev Andrews, Val Best, Roma Simpson, Bev Jones, Margaret Oates, Fiona Kube and Mickie Sommer

L to R:
Les Kube, Allan Cordell, Max Best, Geoff Singline, Gary
Sommer, Barry Simpson, Bob Jones, Tas Browning (Pres),
Len Oates and Bill Lowe (in front)

Our old FAAA banner, now retired to the archives with the advent of the new banners (thanks to the National Executive) became the central part of the raffle and it now has a new home at
John Nobes house. He can now ‘carry the banner’ instead of
‘Sister Anna’ !
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On a recent visit from up North to the ‘Deep South’ was one
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un-washable complete with accompanying lady-wife. They are
caught, catching up with some good friends at the Shipwright
Arms Hotel in Hobart.
L to R: Fiona Kube, Robyn O’Donnell, Leon O’Donnell, Fred
Husband, Les Kube, Eileen Husband, absent with good reason
was Carol O’Donnell.
Fred denied he was un-washable and showered at least once a
week whilst serving whether he needed it or not!!
Bill Lowe has asked that we include his phone number ( 03
63358656) in this report in case some of his old mates wish to
contact him.
I will leave it at that and contact AUSTPOST to do their bit. Be
bloody beaut when “07 Kevin’s” new broadband gets down here
and we can actually email this sort of thing (that is if the script
writer had a computer as well),
Cheer to you all,
Jake - Matt Jacobs

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN
DIVISION
Greetings again from the West; mid March and unlike every other State we have had the hottest driest summer in years.
We last had substantial rain in mid-November, so we are hanging out for some precipitation soon. Winston and Marie James
have just got back from Bali and whilst there it bucketed down,
they were out dancing in it - people thought they were crazy.
We hope every- one in the affected areas for floods and the fires
are all safe and well.

appropriate to elect him to this position.
Bombers current project is the production of a new Roll of Honour Board which after a lot of discussion between us and Nowra,
our existing Board was found to have a lot of errors; Members
decided it better to make a new board than try to bring the old
one up to date. Ron Tate a Life Member and one of the

Foundation Members volunteered to cover the full cost of
the new board, a gesture that has been highly applauded
by all. All things being equal we hope to un-veil it on ANZAC Day.

Winston , myself and our wives attended the HMAS Perth
Survivors Regatta on behalf of the Association which the
Nedlands Yacht Club hold each year. There are still four
surviving crew in Perth three of them who spent time on
the Burma Rail and the coal mines in Japan.
Fred Skeels, one of the survivors and the author of a very
good book “Java Rabble” addressed the audience paying
special respect to the wives of all of the survivors who had
contributed so much to their ongoing survival. The respect
shown to these men by this Yacht Club is fantastic.
We had a Division BBQ at Greg and Annie Kelson’s
home on Sunday the 14th March. Another great “Skinhead”
day - not a huge crowd but enough to enjoy each others
company. We had two visitors Arthur “Butch” Jenkins, who
we don’t see a lot of and Chris “Buck” Rodgers (Nephew
of Des Rodgers )and his wife Margie, Buck is a former
Stoker who was part of the Target Services Flight Project
at Creswell with Skinhead.
As with all other Divisions our next major event will be
ANZAC Day. Anyone visiting Perth on that weekend please
join us in Perth City at 0900 for the March, then later at
Rosie O’Gradys Pub in Northbridge from 1200 on - we welcome all visitors and can guarantee a great afternoon.

Our Annual General Meeting has been held and surprise; surprise no changes to the Office Bearers. Peter Welsh in his position of Association Vice President was in attendance and took a
lot of questions from us some of which have been a bit of an
irritant to us for a while but it was good to see him again and for
him to join us after the Meeting for a few. We also welcomed
Don McLaren to our Meeting a guest of John Selsmark visiting
from Victoria. Don was able to catch up with a lot of old friends.
We elected John (Bomber) Brown to be our Historical Officer.
Bomber has put a lot of work into several projects for us and for
Seapower and as Naval History is his passion, it was very

Don McLaren and Des Rogers
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Our regular meetings continue at the OG
Hotel, at lunchtime, and are well attended by
members and partners.
Our January meeting was held at the Blackwood RSL Club,
hosted by our member and Club President Ken Hyde. It was a
great venue as the weather was hot outside and the food was
very good.

Winston James; Peter Welsh & Bevan Daws

Our AGM was held on March 10th and the new committee includes;
President..... Leon Coppins
Vice-President... Mike Stubbington
Secretary .... vacant .. volunteer needed
Treasurer .. Gordon Gray
Newsletter Editor.. Dinsley Cooper
Delegates. John Saywell and John Siebert
Committee Members; Dinsley Cooper, Alan Ferris, Ian Laidler
John Saywell. Social committee comprises 4 above members.

Sharron Spargo (nee Bushe-Jones), Margaret
Mayo & Amy Bushe-Jones

With April approaching Anzac Day is the next event. This year,
the route has been altered by the RSL so that all World War 11
veterans form-up as close as possible to the Start Point in order
that they stand around for the shortest time and march the shortest possible distance. In order to do that the RSL must relocate
the dozen or so non World War 11 associations to from the
World War 11 Assembly Areas to new locations within the
March.
For our FAAAA-SA members in Adelaide it means the March is
extended by about 120 metres, now starting from the junction of
Pulteney Street and North Terrace. The RSL offers transport for
those members who do not wish to march.
This year we have about 30 members marching together with 12
members of Phil Grotto's group from WA and VIC and one from
RANAS Nowra. Dinsley has arranged lunch at the OG Hotel
after the March.. names to him please on 8344 8812.

Annie Kelson
Yours aye
Keith (Squizzy ) Taylor
Scribe.

Dinsley Cooper continues with the Fly Navy Newsletter which
keeps members informed of happenings. This month he is 80
and has already started cooking his cake.. that way he knows
what's in it !!
Discussion already about the HMAS Melbourne Reunion at
RANAS Nowra. Pity for some people that the FAAAA Federal
AGM is a couple of weeks later than the reunion.
817 Squadron will again visit Goolwa later in the year. A great
event for the town and the Fleet Air Arm.
Cheers. Leon Coppins
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certainly irreplaceable.

NSW DIVISION

The AGM has come and gone with only minor changes in the
Committee. This is a subject I feel strongly about as all committees need changes at regular intervals so that new thoughts and
ideas are brought to the table with the new members. I would
very much see the positions challenged as would the other
members. Apart from that some of us need a break from the
paperwork so that we can partake of other activities (fishing for
example). I am pleased to greet Terry Hetherington onto the
Committee to fill the vacancy caused by Windy’s passing and in
his position of historian he will fill the part admirably.
Give it some thought please and if you would like to be part of
the operational side of the association give me a ring and we will
proceed from there. Don’t be worried about coming from other
areas, as with the advent of computers we are all much closer
together.
The raffle was drawn and won by the following:
1st Prize:
Keith Wardle - ticket number 1114
2nd Prize:
Jack Cevaal - ticket number 3467
3rd Prize:
Ken Douglas - ticket number 6450
All prizes have been delivered .
Thank to all those members and others who supported us, this is
our annual fund raising venture and is very important to the viability of the association.
I must again thank our ‘Honorary Member’ John Downton for his
assistance with the raffle as a whole and wish the family ‘bon
voyage’ on their trip to Vietnam. On return he informs me that its
back to work and a return visit to the Flinders Ranges to do
some more serious painting.

Anzac Day is rapidly approaching and this time it seems to be
gathering more momentum than usual. I know that locally at the
Dawn Service at Greenwell Point, Anzac Park cannot physically
accommodate any more people and the overflow goes further
down the road each year. It is also noticed that more boats are
gathering on the waterfront as well so there is not much space
not being used.
Thanks to a grant from the government, the Administrator of
the Wall of Service now has a shiny new laptop and as far as he
is concerned the headaches of the old machine have hopefully
gone ( been donated to Denis Mulvihill to drive him nuts). If you
are out there of an afternoon, wear your ‘sunnies’ as the shine
off all the plaques may soon have to be declared a hazard to
flying in the area. The whole area is looking smart and is a
complement to the Association as a whole and NSW in particular. As a matter of interest there are now on the Wall, plaques
depicting every rank in the Navy from OD to Admiral and all in
between. Fill a few more gaps and add yours!
I have only received two answers associated with a social
function for the city members. I must admit I am surprised as we
(the Committee) thought it would be widely accepted.
‘Blue’, I am only too well aware that the personal touch is the
way to go but for us to do it from Nowra is, you must agree, not
viable; it would be in the same vogue as Sydney- siders or North
Coasters trying to organise the five year reunions.. We will offer
any assistance that we can if a ‘local’ will take on the task as
John Goble and yourself did previously. We can guarantee that
it will be at no cost to any volunteer as would the function to all
that attend ( probably have to put up with some of us
‘Southerners’ as well. It is also noted by Seamus that an afternoon would be better than evening - we leave it in the hands of
the ‘city members’ to advance the project.
We now have two new Honorary members on the books. Firstly the new CO of Albatross, Captain Stefan King and also the
new padre, Ian Lindsay who has replaced ‘Chris’. Hopefully our
association with both will be on the same convivial plane as with
their predecessors.
Yours,
Greg Wise

The next AGM is to be held at the White Ensign Club on the
9th March 2011 so please add that date to your diary.
Repairs to the WEC have been completed( some of the local
winds combined to try and un-roof the end building in a recent
storm) but thankfully not much damage was done and Navy
have had it rectified. It is only when something like this happens
that one realises what a valuable asset the club is to members
and Navy as it is becoming quite an archive of our history and is

Late mail .......
A big congratulations to ex-CANAG CDRE Tim Barrett
who has been promoted to Rear Admiral and will take
over Border Protection Command this week. Two birdie
two stars - haven't seen that for a while.
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FLEET AIR ARM

WALL of SERVICE

These are the latest plaques fitted to the wall and as each
order is processed and plaques fitted they will be acknowledged
in this column. Orders are placed with the foundry in groups so
as to keep the price structure within reason and the paperwork
under control and thus there will be some delay between you
placing an order and the final end result ( the plaque mounted
on the Wall).
If anyone requires a copy of their plaque an electronic reproduction of the proof from the foundry can be obtained by contacting the NSW Division Administrator of the project and he will
organize it for you or your family.
Please ensure that your details are PRINTED
CLEARLY on your application form. It is very hard and expensive ( a complete remake) to correct an error once the bronze
has been cast.
Application forms are available from the Administrator, on the
front desk at the Fleet Air Arm Museum, The Fleet Air Arm Web
site (http://www.faaaa.asn.au ) or, if you contact your State Secretary he will be able to organize one for you or any other ex FAA
personnel . Suppliers of the forms, when you give them the
application form you might suggest membership for this association as well. All states can accommodate new members and
then they would only have to write out one cheque.
If you are attempting to have a plaque installed for a third party ,
it is a requirement that NOK permission must be obtained (in
writing) and a copy attached to the application form.
You will see by the number of plaques fitted since the last
magazine that progress is good, there will always be a pause or
two over the Xmas period as logistics( holidays that we all have
to have) will govern the production. The back page of this issue
has a photographic record of the actual plaques recently affixed
to the Wall . If a group ( old class or similar ) wish to have their
plaques fitted alongside each other get together And submit the
group as a ‘parcel’ and they will be kept together otherwise all
plaques are placed on the Wall in the order that the application
is received. There are quite a few smaller groups and family
members already together on the Wall.

The ‘Wall’ is now starting to look quite a spectacle, especially
in the afternoon with the sun full on the plaques.
We have filled eight rows on the front face and have now started on the front face of the rear wall. Rather than made all of us
young chaps bend too far to read the plaques this was thought
to be a better idea. It will make no difference to the overall vista
as there is no particular way the plaques are fitted and perhaps
in 50-100 years one of the descendants of a serving member
may wish to have his plaque affixed and it will fit in no matter
where on the Wall it is sited.
With the addition of the latest plaques we now have represented every rank structure in the Navy from OD to Admiral and
one was also CDF as well.
Sir Victor’s plaque is situated alone on the front face of the
Wall in keeping with his acceptance as the “‘Father of the Fleet
Air Arm”.
Latest plaques
LTCDR D D Dickie

CPOATA A D Dickie

WOATA D Eastgate

WOATA G Eastgate

NAM A/E G Pratt

ABAVN A Collier

LT (P) J Champion

POAVN C O’Farrell

VADM R Crane

LAM(O) K Hartmann

WOATC D Simpson

LTCDR WE E Bryant

LTCDR (O) G Bessell-Browne POAH H Philistin
LTCDR GLEX (P) M Perrott

LAMET B Dusyznski

LTCDR GLEX (O) G Cooper

CAF (O) J Miles

POAF(A) G Knibbs

CPOATA R Kelly

LSATWL G Andrews

LTCDR (O) P Williams

CDRE (P) D Farthing DSC
CMDR GLEX (P) P Clark DFC
CAPT B Gorringe

CMDR GLEX (P) R Marum DFC
LT SLEX (P) R Giffen DFC
WOAVN D Terry

ADML V Smith AC, KBE, CB, DSC
The Administrator
WO Warren
PO Box 7115
Naval Post Office
Nowra Hill 2540
Ian.warren@defence.gov.au
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FAA Association contact details
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE
President : CDRE D Farthing DSC RAN (Ret’d) (02) 48723237
50 Railway Terrace, Willow Vale, Mittagong ,NSW. 2575
email : pennyfarthing11@bigpond.com.au
Secretary : Mr Dick Martin (02) 44225860

PO Box 7115, Naval PO, Nowra. 2540
email : fisho2@bigpond.com

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
President : Mr Winston James (08) 94477727

19 Hilarion Rd, Duncraig , WA. 6023
email : winstonj@bigpond.net.au

Secretary : Mr Keith Taylor(08) 95721487 0409 913252

26 Hefron St, Mount Helena, WA. 6082
email : ktt59345@bigpond.net.au

SOUTH AUSTRALIA
President : Mr Leon Coppins-

email : amwild@intermode.on.net

VICTORIA
President : Mr Ron Christie(03) 9764 5542

15 Bianca Court , Rowville, Vic. 3178
email : seafury1@bigpond.net.au

Secretary : Mr Peter Barnes(03) 97056669

286 Ormond Road , NarreWarren South ,Vic .3805
email : hellosailor@primus.com.au

TASMANIA
President / Treas : Mr Avelon (Tas) Browning - 8 Addison St, Devonport, Tas 7310
(03) 64246314
email : avelon.browning@bigpond.com
Secretary : : Mr Garry Sommer- 14 Emma St , West Launceston, Tas. 7250
email: gsommer@bigpond.net.au

VALE:

James Raymond Ryan.
Jim served at Albatross, Sydney and Melbourne 1951-57.
He was rated LAME.
After discharge he joined Qantas as a Ground Engineer along
with many others, including myself. He then moved on to the old
TAA and trained as Flight Engineer. Jim flew for many years in
this capacity and in many aircraft types, notably DC 6, L188
Electra, Boeing 727-100 and 200 series, Airbus-A300. Until
retirement....
Jim moved to Bribie Island where he was well known in various positions in the Lions and Probus clubs. He then moved to
the Gold coast where he spent many happy days with his mates
over a period of years.
Sadly Jim lost a prolonged fight against cancer on 29 October
2009.
Jim will be missed but always remembered.
Yours,
Bevan Mewett,

QUEENSLAND
President : Mr Barry Lister (07) 54934386

3 Royal Close ,Regatta Pk, Wurtulla, Qld. 4575
email : blister@caloundra.net

Secretary : Mr Trevor Tite (07) 54993809

37 Miles St ,Caboolture ,Qld. 4510
email : trevlor@tadaust.org.au

NEW SOUTH WALES
President : Mr Greg Wise (02) 44471602

4 Bindaree St, Greenwell Point, NSW. 2540
email : gregwise@pacific.net.au

Secretary : Mr Mike Heneghan–
(02) 44412901

98 Suncrest Ave ,Sussex Inlet, NSW. 2540
email : mheneghan1@sctelco.net.au

ACT
President : Mr Geoff Ledger(02) 6286 1140

58 Wilkens St, Mawson, ACT. 2607
email : chadled@webone.com.au

Secretary : Mr Bruce Tunnah0414 308852

53 Enid Lorimer Cct, Chisholm, , ACT. 2608
email : Bruce_Tunnah@optusnet.com.au
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A LAST FAREWELL
The Association records with regret the deaths of
the following members, shipmates and friends:
Hugh Priestly : Late 2009
Len Baggott : Late 2009
Peter (Tubby) Longhurst : 26th June 2009
Colin Mason : 20th December 2009
Derek Smith : 22nd December 2009
LAME James Ryan : 29th October 2009
POMET Peter Gilbert : 27th December 2009
Alan (Max) Farquharson : 28th December 2009
Ivor Jantz : 5th January 2010
Alan Strong : January 2010
Dom McIntosh : 3rd March 2010
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