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   FOREWORD 

     I was very honoured to be invited to pen the foreword of this edition of the Fleet Air Arm Association 
Journal, Slipstream. 
 
 
 As the new Commander of the Fleet Air Arm, this opportunity has prompted me to reflect on the importance 
and role of the Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia (FAAA of A).  From my perspective, FAAA of A members 
exemplify the heritage and traditions of Australian Naval Aviators. Your professional involvement in the Fleet Air 
Arm in years past is the foundation upon which the currently serving Fleet Air Arm officers and sailors will build 
the Fleet Air Arm of the future.  The decisions, lessons and experiences that you enjoyed and endured has cre-
ated the store of professional knowledge that we acknowledge as part of the contemporary culture and practice 
of the Fleet Air Arm today.  For that alone you deserve our heartfelt thanks and high esteem. 
 
 
 But your contribution is not limited to that of past naval service.  Today, your interest in the FAA and involve-
ment with currently serving FAA officers and sailors creates a sense of community, support and partnership that 
affirms the worth of naval service.  A healthy and rigorous FAAA of A is an important feature of the FAA commu-
nity.  On behalf of all currently serving FAA members, I salute your contribution to our shared heritage, welcome 
your interest in our FAA and welcome your initiatives to strengthen links between the FAAA of A and those of us 
in active naval service. While not previously a member of the FAA of A, I have now joined and will encourage 
other currently serving members to join also. 
 
 
 I know that with your support and interest, the RAN FAA has a long and bright future ahead, as my predeces-
sor CDRE Dalton intimated in a previous edition of Slipstream. 
 
 
                                  Peter Laver  
                                                                                                  Commodore  RAN 
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    Deadline for articles for next 
edition is 13th September 2010.  

 
 Front cover :  
 

 Peter Holstein receiving his Master Air Pilot’s award, from 
the Master of the Guild of Air Pilots and Air Navigators of 
London, Dr M A Fopp MA  FMA  FRAeS. 
         
                       

 
 

                                                             Commodore Peter Laver 
 
                              COMAUSNAVGRP 
 
    
  Peter Laver joined the Royal Australian Navy (RAN) as a Midshipman in 1979.  He completed specialist training as a Seaman Of-
ficer and Naval Observer in the early part of his career, serving in HMAS ADELAIDE as an officer of the watch and in HS 817 Squad-
ron, flying Sea King helicopters.  He qualified as a Principal Warfare Officer in 1988 and served in HMAS SYDNEY as the ship’s Anti - 
Submarine Warfare Officer until 1990. 
 
 
 Following Seahawk conversion in 1990, he served in HMAS CANBERRA ship’s flight, during which posting he was engaged in the 
operational evaluation of the Seahawk helicopter and UN Sanction enforcement operations against Iraq. He subsequently served in 
HS 816 Squadron, performing instructional and operations planning duties.  He was appointed as Executive Officer in HMAS CAN-
BERRA in 1998, following an appointment to Maritime Command for duties with Sea Training Group and operational planning staff.  
 
 
    Peter Laver was promoted to Commander in 1999 and appointed to a Joint staff position in the ADF Airworthiness Authority.  During 
this period he led the development of operational airworthiness regulations for the ADF and managed the implementation of an ADF 
approach to risk management for aviation operations. 
 
 
   Peter Laver assumed command of HMAS TOBRUK in 2002, deploying for border protection duties and undertaking the withdrawal of 
the ADF peacekeeping force from Bougainville at the conclusion of its mission.  Thereafter, as Commander Sea Training in 2004, he 
supervised the preparation of naval forces deploying to operations in the Gulf, while overseeing a review of Naval readiness evaluation 
processes.   
 
 
   He was promoted to Captain in December 2004 and assumed duties as Director Sailor’s Career Management, during which appoint-
ment he was responsible for the implementation of several key initiatives comprising Navy’s Sea Change personnel strategy. Appoint-
ed to Command again in 2006, he served as Commander Amphibious Task Group until 2008. After serving as Chief of Staff to CDF for 
the first half of 2010, he was promoted Commodore and assumed duties as Commander Fleet Air Arm on 18 Jun 10. 
 
    Peter Laver is a graduate of the University of New South Wales, gaining a Bachelor’s Degree in Science in 1981. He studied inter-
national relations at the Royal College of Defence Studies in London, United Kingdom in 2009. An avid snow skier, Peter is the Presi-
dent of the RAN Ski Club; an independent club with strong links to the RAN.  He has also served as a director on the Defence Force 
Retirement and Death Benefit Authority Board.  
 
 
    He and his wife Suzanne, who is a teacher, have a teenage daughter and live in Canberra. As well as skiing, his interests are     
sailing, swimming, rugby, golf and travel. 
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Ed, 
 

 Have just received my belated issue (mea culpa) of the latest 

(??) Slipstream and noticed a query by Jim Quick (Page 6) relat-

ed to Sea Venom WZ931 which is now languishing in the Air-

craft Museum at Port Adelaide. 

 

 You will probably by this time have received numerous enlight-

ening responses from other ageing aviators but just in case: I've 

checked my log book and note that particular aircraft was cer-

tainly flown as part of 816'B' Flight at Nowra during the latter part 

of 1965, but within my log I have no other record either before or 

after that time (including any embarkation history for the a/c). At 

the end of the 1965 entries, my log henceforward records air-

craft side numbers as opposed to airframe numbers.  Unfortu-

nately Greg, with the state of my memory and lack of sight fol-

lowing a stroke, I'm unable to do any more research or recall 

what may've been the side number for WZ931.  One thing is 

certain....she gave me a memorable ride.  Hope this may be of 

help. 

Yours Aye, 

 

David "Fox" Cronin CMDR (O) 

Dear Ed, 
  
Just to show you that I do read (and enjoy) all of each edition of 
Slipstream, I make the following observations and contributions: 

 (Whispered) Wrong year on front cover of Vol 20 Number 1 
 
Pages 4/5 - Don McLaren's article on "The Last Post": 
 
             According to the following web-site, my old friend Don is 
right about the Civil War origins of the U.S. bugle call "Taps", 
which is the U.S. equivalent of  The Last Post..The following 
web-site gives some slightly different details about the author/
writer, but I wouldn't want to  debate the issue. 
              www.arlingtoncemetary.net/taps.htm 
              
             However, "The Last Post", as we know it, apparent-
ly has a different, British origin, as stated in the Australian War 
memorial web-site at 
              www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/customs/
lastpost.asp 
 

Page 6 - Graham Quick's question about Sea Venom WZ931. 

             My Log Book shows that I flew that aircraft on 724 
Squadron three times between 22 July and 25 August 1958, 
during No 5 All Weather  Fighter Course. Subsequently, as a 
(724) squadron pilot, I flew it twice in March 1960 and six times 
between 28 January and 17 March, 1964. 
 Later, on 816 Squadron "B" Flight, I flew WZ931 four times be-
tween 8 September and 14 October 1965. Thereafter, all entries 
in my Log Book are by aircraft side-number, rather than serial 
number (I don't know why the rule was changed), so I cannot be 
sure whether or not I  flew WZ931 again on "B" Flight.  
 
Page 19 - Photo of "First A4G Skyhawk OFS" 
 
  I can expand only a little on some of the front row: 
 
 US civilian rep - (my memory fails, but I thought he was the 
Pratt & Whitney rep.  Perhaps Skyhawk "Spanner-Wankers or 
Greenies" of  the time may be able to help)  
 Squadron ALO - Reg Elphick 
 Lt. Mike Gump was USNR, not USMC 
 Squadron AEO - Jim Lamb 
 US McDonnell-Douglas civilian rep (name also lost in the mist!) 
  
Keep up the fantastic work, Greg. 
  
Regards, 
  
John  DaCosta 

 
Hi Greg,  
 
I’ve literally just joined the FAAA and was wondering if you could 
add a note to the next Slipstream to see if anyone recalls serv-
ing with my uncle, Herbie Becker who was a pilot in the FAA 
during the 1950’s.    
 
Tragically Herbie’s two young boys died in a house fire in the 
married patch at Albatross and as a result he eventually he took 
his own life.  
 
 I have only one picture of him at Culdrose (a class photo that 
also appears in the recent RAN Gannet book) and would like to 
hear from anyone who may have a picture of him or just remem-
ber serving with him. 
Much appreciated, 
 
Andy Becker 
                                                                                                                                            
(email address available from Editor) 

http://www.arlingtoncemetary.net/taps.htm
http://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/customs/lastpost.asp
http://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/customs/lastpost.asp
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Ed, 
  I noticed in the last issue of Slipstream references to “Taps” 
and ”The Last Post”.  
This has been going around the RSL’s and has certainly stirred 
the possum.  
I thought I should nip this in the bud whilst I still can, the correct 
words and music are attached for ‘The Last Post’ and ‘Taps’. 
 
Taps does have different words though this the more recognised 
version of it. The documentation explains how it all came about. 
It would be difficult to sing the words of “The Last Post’ to the 
music of ‘Taps’ believe me. If in doubt just have a go! 
 
Vince Fazio 
 
 
This has certainly lit a few fires and if anyone wants the music 
score to either I have the copies sent to me by Vince. I haven’t 
the room to publish them here but also if you need some more 
info on the matter follow the links provided by John Da Costa  on 
the previous page.            Ed. 
 

 To:  Editor,  
  
Re Graham Quick's letter on page 6 of the latest Slipstream. 
  
I flew Sea VenomWZ931 out of Nowra on 04.07.56 for 45 
minutes on my third familiarisation. So it would seem that this 
aircraft was one of those shipped out to Australia on 
"Melbourne's" initial voyage.  
 
Does not appear again in my log book but I ceased flying on 8th 
August, 1956. 
  
Ron McIver 

Ed 
 
Thought your readers would like to see a group of really smart 
looking ‘Handlers’ in a comfortable work environment on Anzac 
Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                        Handlers Anzac Day  - Sydney 2010.                 
  
                                   Names from left to right.  
  
 Bernie Jeffrey, Tug Wilson, Chalky Joyce, Smiley McGowan, 
Boxhead Stevens, Fury Kirkman, Bill McGinlay, Petals Flower, 
Peter Girvan, Slim Smith.  
 
      ‘Slim’ Smith 
 
(This edition seems full  of Handlers—must have something to 
do with the reforming of the branch) 

Ed, 
 
           Found this in a book I have been reading on the Battle of 
Britain. The writer is anonymous so Don`t know if it can be print-
ed in the "Slipstream or not. 
  
Now pilots are highly trained people 
and wing are not easily won..... 
but without the work of the maintenance man 
our pilots would march with a gun.... 
So when you see the mighty aircraft 
as they mark their way through the air 
the grease stained man with the wrench in his hand 
is the man who put them there. 
  
  Regards aye 
                    Barry Simpson.  Tas.  
 
Its good enough that we will take a chance—maybe a bit of a 
worry though, the cost of using copyright  items is expensive 
these days for music so prose may be similar! 

Ed,  
I've had contact with Rhonda Vickers, Pat's cousin, 

who has just finished a book on Pat's life. The book is to be 
launched shortly. She would like a note to be included in the 
next Slipstream re same if that's ok. Details are as follows: 
  
Launch of book on Pat Vickers' life to take place on July 19, 
2010, at the Nambour High school Auditorium, 6pm for 6.30 pm. 
A simple ceremony, open to the public. The book will be for sale 
@ $35 per copy. After costs have been met, all proceeds will go 
to a suitable institution in the form of a Scholarship, in Pat's 
name.  
Enquiries :  
contact  Rhonda on (07)54765208 

 email to: john@piproductions.com.au 
 
Barry Lister 

mailto:john@piproductions.com.au
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Ed, 

 Further the article regarding Peter Holstein in the last issue of 

your magazine, he has been to London and received his award  

and the following  are some shots taken over there.                             

                           John Carolan 

 The young fellow doesn’t scrub up too badly for a ‘Handler’, 

not very well dressed for a ‘makers’ and perhaps a ‘Splice the 

Main Brace’. but certainly in the right adornment for a ceremony 

such as he was attending.  As can be seen by the front cover 

there were some classy outfits present. The award he received 

is the only one of its type that has ever been awarded to an RAN 

FAAA (or ex) personnel  so it is something very special.   Proba-

bly the first handler to make the front cover of Slipstream as 

well.    BZ 

 The following is a brief run down on the award provided by the 

Immediate Past Master of the Guild, Rear Admiral Colin Cooke-

Priest  CB FRAeS (ret), who you may remember was an ex-

change aircrew from the RN back in the 70’s (he’s even got a 

plaque on the Wall of Service, have you?)                       Ed. 

   THE GUILD OF AIR PILOTS AND AIR NAVIGATORS 
 
       MASTER AIR PILOT CERTIFICATE 

  The Guild of Air Pilots and Air Navigators was established in 

1929 to ensure the status of pilots and navigators and one of it’s  

 

  objectives has always been to foster and improve that stand-
ing.   
 
 The Guild became a Livery Company of the City of London in 
1956 and this rarely bestowed mark of distinction (the 81st com-
pany to receive it in over 800 years) was a great factor in in-
creasing the influence, not only of the Guild, but of the entire 
profession of pilot and navigator in the United Kingdom and 
overseas. 
 
  The first concern of the Guild is to sponsor and encourage 
action and activities designed to ensure that aircraft are piloted 
and navigated by aviators who are highly competent, self-reliant, 
dependable and respected.  Representing a unique body of pro-
fessional and non-professional aviators the Guild seeks con-
stantly to maintain the highest standard of air safety, to improve 
standards of operational skill and to inspire legislation compati-
ble with the sustainable growth of aviation. 
 
  One of the ways in which the Guild acknowledges the skills 
and professional excellence of pilots and navigators is through 
the Master Air Pilot and Master Air Navigator scheme.  This 
allows those who have displayed those qualities of pilotage, air 
navigation, airmanship and character which have brought hon-
our and respect to the profession to be appropriately recognised.  
Applicants are considered by a special committee and those 
who meet the exacting standard receive a Certificate signed 
personally by the Grand Master, His Royal Highness the Duke of 
York.  It is a measure of the standard required that in the 81 
years since the scheme was introduced, fewer than 1050 certifi-
cates have been awarded!  

Peter Holstein (JP) CFI, CP, ADM, DFSM*, MAP Owner of 

Aerowasp Pty Ltd and John Carolan, Administrator 

Aerowasp Pty Ltd and in the other column is a shot of the 

‘Scran Hall’. 
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Ed, 
   I have enclosed a photo taken in Jervis Bay of Charles 
McAlpine and some mates. 
Charlie served his National Service in the Navy , little is known 
of his service history. Would you or any of your readers know 
the names of the others in the picture, the circumstances, the 
ship , etc. ? 
 
 From other discussions I think the ship is probably HMAS Mel-
bourne and the aircraft a Seafury and the other chaps are proba-
bly all ‘Nasho’s’. Charlie is on the far right, back row. 
 
 I am engaged to one of Charlie’s daughters and we would 
appreciate any help with information regarding this one and only 
photograph  of Charlie during his service  in the RAN. 
  Charlie played 1st grade rugby league for both Canterbury 

and Western Suburbs and unfortunately he passed away in 
1984 at the age of 51. 
 
   Phil ( Bungy) Williams  (ex ABATA -1971-77) 
    pjwilly1955@hotmail.com 
    0417440969 
 
 Hope you get some replies, the aircraft is probably a Seafury 
but the ship would have to be Vengeance or Sydney as Mel-
bourne never had furies on board or ‘Nasho’s either  as far as I 
knew.     Ed 

Ed, 
   On another unrelated matter, can you fit in these two 
Tracker photos, and request anyone who knows the exact dates 
they were taken, and the names of any of the aircrew involved, 
to please contact me at the Museum on 0244 242192 or ter-
ence.hetherington@defence.gov.au.   

 

thanks, 

Terry Hettherington 

 
When told the reason for daylight saving time, the old Indian 
said… 
'Only a white man would believe that you could  
cut a foot off the top of a blanket and sew it to the  
bottom of a blanket and have a longer blanket.' 
 
                                             *** 
 
The secret of enjoying a good wine: 
 
1.  Open the bottle to allow it to breathe. 
2.  If it does not look as if it's breathing, give it mouth-to-mouth. 

mailto:terence.hetherington@defence.gov.au
mailto:terence.hetherington@defence.gov.au
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 Ed, 
   I joined the RAN in April 1953 as a Naval Airman Aircrew on 
course number 8.  After the mandatory three months in the re-
cruit school at Cerberus, sleeping in hammocks and doubling 
everywhere, the course was posted to 14 Pilots Course 
at  RAAF Archerfield in Brisbane for Initial Flying Training in 
Tiger Moths.  Our Senior Naval Officer was Lieut Bill Dun-
lop.  .  Great weather and great fun after the cold and grind of 
Recruit school.  
 
         After successfully completing IFTS,  the course was post-
ed to RAAF Urinquinty near Wagga Wagga for Basic Flying 
Training in Tiger Moths and Wirraways. Our Senior Naval Officer 
was Lieut John Wade-Brown    It was mid-summer and because 
of the heat during the day we commenced flying at 0500 to avoid 
the turbulence which affected the ability to fly smoothly.  It meant 
rising at 0400, a quick breakfast, flying between 0500 &0800, 
then lunch and flying theory from 1000 to 1300.  There was no 
air conditioning in those days so it was virtually impossible to 
sleep in the afternoon and little time left at night.  We also had to 
endure the RAAF "panic nights" on Fridays and heaven help you 
if everything was not spotless. 
 
            After converting to Wirraways, the powers to be decided 
not to risk their valuable aircraft with me and, like most failed 
pilots, I transferred to observer training after promising Wade 
Brown I would not get married. 
 
            At that time, Observer training was done with the RN at 
HMS Culdrose in Cornwell.  However, before leaving for the UK, 
I had to complete the Short Service Officers Course having been 
promoted to Midshipman. (At the time I was 23)  The course 
comprised Don Davidson, Geoff LItchfield, Rob Waites, Kevin 
Knowles, John (Cal) Pain, John VanGelder, Peter Hunt, David 
Padgett, Peter Hargraves  and my fellow NAAC course mate BIll 
Vallack.  
 
             During this time I met with Commander Spanky Brown 
who was the RAN liaison Officer in the old Navy Office at Albert 
Park.    I raised the question of marriage with him, and he said 
"no trouble" and even advised I would be paid marriage allow-
ance.  So after paying my respects to my intended's father ,who 
reluctantly agreed to allow his daughter to marry a Naval Officer, 
we were married on the 31st of July 1954 and sailed next day in 
a 1st Class cabin on the RMS Stratheden for a five week honey-
moon at Navy expense.  
 
            Having travelled via Fremantle, Columbo, Bombay, Pt 
Said, Aden and Marseilles,  we duly arrived at Tilbury on the 3rd 
September. After a quick trip to Australia House at the top of the 
Strand to pick up rail tickets for Cornwell and outstanding pay, 
we eventually arrived at HMS Culdrose.  
  At that time the Australian pound was worth 15 shillings in Brit-
ain, and the Australian government in the goodness of their 
heart paid us pound for pound so we enjoyed a 25% pay rise in 
effect.  I was collecting 119 pounds a month which was the  

equivalent to a LCDR pay.  RN officers were not entitled to mar-
riage allowance until 25 years of age. 
 
            On arrival at the Observer School,   I met with the Com-
manding Officer of the school, Commander Alfie Sutton  DFC 
and Bar, a Taranto veteran and requested permission to live 
out.  This was almost to much. for the RN system.  Here I was, a 
midshipman under training, married and an Australian to 
boot.   After much argy bargy, I was given permission to live 
ashore provided I played two games of squash each week to 
make up for the PT I would miss every morning.   (I never did 
play squash) 
We rented a cottage in Breage about 5 miles from Culdrose for 
two pounds five shillings, spent about the same on food, paid 
seventy five pounds for a 1934 Morris Minor ( which I sold to 
Geoff Litchfield for 25 pounds in December 1956), so I lived 
the Life of Riley on the balance of my pay. (RN midshipman 
were paid sixteen pounds a month at the time.) 
 
            On completion of Observer training,  I was posted as an 
Observer in 816 Squadron which was forming at Culdrose in the 
new Gannet AS aircraft with Snow O'Connell as CO.   I made up 
a crew with John Pain and Tel Anson, but I had always wanted 
to fly in jet  fighters and after a conversation with Keith Potts who 
was an observer in 808 Squadron which was working up at Yeo-
vilton, I asked for a transfer to Night Fighter training.  When 
816,817 & 808  were loaded onto HMAS Melbourne in Scotland, 
for the return to Australia in August 1956, I parted company with 
816. and travelled to Bath and initial night fighter training at RAF 
Colerne.  I was joined there by Brian Soapy McKeon where we 
chased Boulten Paul Balliols in twin Bristol Brigands  using  the 
old wartime ASH radar. Lots of fun. 
 
            After passing  initial training at RAF Colerne , I was post-
ed to RAF Luffenham where I joined up with Don Davidson 
for crew training in Meteor 11 night fighters.  At long last I was 
in a jet.  Don was brilliant pilot and I was very lucky to make a 
team with him.  Our course was mostly Israeli crews, so we were 
the only course who didn't fly on Saturday, the Hebrew Sab-
bath.  The course ahead of us was an Egyptian one, and as it 
was the time Britian and France decided to take back the Suez 
Canal,  the Israel crews were  recalled home early and subse-
quently destoyed the Egyptian crews who they had been mess-
ing with some weeks before.  
 
               In October  1956, my wife Catherine, presented me 
with a baby son, and on completion of Night Fighter training we 
left the UK on Christmas Eve 1956 on a Qantas  flight for Mel-
bourne having elected to pay the extra on the air fare over the 
passage home by sea.  The air trip home took 41/2 days in a 
Lockeed Constellation.  So ,after two and a half years in the UK 
on various RN and RAF Air Stations  and six months on RAAF 
Stations here in Australia,  I had my first glimse of Alba-
tross.  But that is another story.          
   
Brian Farthing. 
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Ed, 
 
 The photographs of ‘Creswell’, brought back memories of runs 
ashore  from Albatross to JB in the late 50's when, if memory 
serves me well, the present Chiefs Mess was the JB Hotel.   
 
Fast forward to 1990 when I was attached to the Directorate  of 
Manpower Planning (DNMP).  The Director was David Collin-
gridge  ex CO of 805 Squadron.  In company with Roger Scovell 
(another birdie)’ I carried out many inspections at shore estab-
lishments all over Australia and one of these was an inspection 
of HMAS Creswell or Camp Casual as it was known locally.   
 
Our brief during Establishment Inspections was to disestablish 
surplus billets and transfer the manpower to ships at sea which 
were not fully manned.  We were also briefed to downgrade the 
rank of billets where possible because of a shortage of senior 
sailors and officers.  
 
    After due consideration, we recommended that the Com-
manding Officer's billet  be downgraded from Captain to Com-
mander.  
 
 This was one of the few times that one of our recommendations 
was knocked back.  One of the reasons,  the CO's house was 
much to good for a Commander. ( For those of you who have 
not been to Creswell, the CO's house probably is the best ser-
vice accommodation of any service in Australia.  It is a two story 
mansion built right on the beach with a magnificent view out past 
Point Perpendicular.   
 
With hindsight, Navy office's decision was probably right ) 
  
Kind regards,  Brian Farthing ex 816,808,805 & 724. 

Hi Ed , 
                  Subsequent to my article in Volume 20 Number 1 
2009 Slipstream I would like to acknowledge a few guys who 
answered my call. 
 
Since that item went to print, I have been contacted by Terry 
Thornett (Who said I had forgotten his name?), in NSW, John 
'Chooks' Cleary, in WA, Jock Smith in Victoria and George Co-
burn also in Victoria.  
 
Thanks guys for the phone calls, it was good to hear from you. 
Thanks in particular to Terry Thornett who corrected a couple of 
misnomers by myself and identified Des Roper and Jim Gumley 
for me. 
 
As a result of all this I have joined the FAAA and have been in 
contact with our Secretary over here in WA, Keith 'Squizzy' Tay-
lor. 
 
I came across another old photo recently and wondered if any-
one can identify the guy on the right of this group. I think he may 
have been a LREM at that time. 
Others in the group are (Left to Right), LEM Frankie Birtles, 
 myself EM Knocka Thompson, Helen, Frankie's wife and our 
mystery man.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The other picture is EM Mick Corner, myself and Jules Ducret on 
our first leave in 1958. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
take care out there, 
Yours Aye,  

Knocka Thompson. 

Dear Ed, 
  
                Invitation To the commemorative event (Kapyong Day) 
in Launceston Anzac Weekend 2011. I would like to remind all 
who intend to attend that I will only accept registrations up to the 
end of March 2011 and also a reminder to book accommodation 
early as its an Easter weekend with an expected influx of visitors 
for AFL and other fixtures. 
 
Please note also my email address is now: 
 tasarb10@bigpond.com  
 
phone 0364246314  
 
Mob 0417124655 
 
Everyone is invited but must be registered. 
 
Kind regards                                      Tas Browning  
         

mailto:tasarb10@bigpond.com
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Refreshed by Jim Lee as barman, and entertained by that notori-
ous raconteur Toz Dadswell, the group reminisced over a very 
long lunch in the Museum restaurant where almost everybody 
shared an anecdote on life in the blue-suit, and beyond.  Lady 
Smith was very gracious in her recollections of life with Sir Vic-
tor, and she freely admitted that as Sir Victor was known as the 
“Father of the Fleet Air Arm”, then she certainly felt entitled to be 
known as our Mother. 

 
 The Museum Manager conducted a guided tour of the exhibi-
tions to conclude the day and many thought-provoking com-
ments and wonderful reminiscences were heard during that tour.  
Everyone who made the effort to attend from all parts of Austral-
ia should be congratulated on their stamina and dedication, es-
pecially Les Matterson who, although not enjoying the best of 
health, persevered and made it all happen.  We all look forward 
to the next “final get-together”. 
 

 ‘FINAL GET-TOGETHER’ 
NAVAL AIRMEN RECRUITS 
1948 COURSES 2,3,4. 
 
 Almost three years ago Les Matterson, Hugh Molyneux and 
Ron Hay initiated the production of a book of recollections of the 
exploits of NAR Courses 2, 3 and 4.  These sixty young men 
formed the core of Australia’s fledgling Fleet Air Arm airframe 
and engine mechanics, following their training and experiences 
all over the UK and Northern Ireland.  In 2007 the book was 
launched at the Fleet Air Arm Museum in the presence of a 
handful of the surviving members of those courses. 
 
 Since that time Les Matterson has wanted to arrange another 
event with his old shipmates; he avoided calling it a reunion, 
preferring to say it would be their ‘final get-together’.  After 
months of planning, a very special occasion was celebrated on 
23 June with a tour of HMAS ALBATROSS hosted by the Com-
manding Officer, Captain Stefan King RAN; and a luncheon in 
the Museum with guest of honour Lady Nannette Smith.  Twelve 
members of the courses attended (see accompanying photo), 
most with their wives, as well as Mesdames Pauline Molyneux, 
Margaret Hundley and Deirdre Edward representing their late 
husbands. 
 
 Joining to help celebrate the event were CDRE Toz and Mrs 
Gwen Dadswell, Mr Piers Smith, son of the late Sir Victor, Les 
Matterson’s daughters Sandra and Veronica, and Alan ‘Happy’ 
Clarke, one of the small group of recruit Skilled Air Mechanics 
(SAM) who travelled to the UK in HMAS KANIMBLA with the 
NAR’s.  Morning tea was enjoyed in the White Ensign Club and 
then a mini-bus took the visitors on a windscreen tour of the 
Base, culminating in an inspection of 816 Squadron’s Seahawk 
maintenance facilities. 
 
 An unexpected highlight of the day was the presentation of 
specially struck Commemorative Medallions by Captain King.  
All those present were touched and honoured by this gesture.  
The attendance of Jack Shortland from WA was also unex-
pected, as, until last December none of the group of NAR’s had 
seen or heard of Jack after he was discharged on compassion-
ate grounds in 1958. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Back row L-R:  
Trevor Bolitho, Jack Shortland, Bruce Schmitz, Len Murray, 
Noel Peacock, Les Matterson 
. 
Front row L-R:  
Ray Spargo, Ron Hay, Bill Reid, Clem Conlan, John Currie, 
Ray Homer. 

Ed, 
        I felt compelled to drop you a line having seen “Moments 
in Time” page 19 in the latest issue of Slipstream. The First A4G 
OFS I well remember, could swear Mike Gump was USN not 
USMC, Jim Lamb is the AEO while the A4 Engineer advisor is 
Charlie Lundstrom. 
 Had the pleasure of trying to  impart some knowledge of the 
Armament and Ejection Systems to this group. Good students, 
except that Fred Lane and Sailor Bill wanted to leave the class-
room and watch every time an A4 cranked up prior to getting 
airborne. 
Cheers     Ian Ferguson 
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Dear Editor 
Hopefully this anecdotal research piece suits your requirements 
and my request for a little space in your well planned set and 
produced magazine, and also hopefully it meets with your dead-
lines for print just before the 3rd of September, Australia Flag 
Day 2010.Could you please confirm your interest. 
 
    I just couldn't resist a reply after hearing a loose term on 
channel 9 TV, 60 Minutes that our Australia Ensign was just 
another flag. Perhaps the comment related to a little misunder-
standing or a lack of serious thought as to what is in the image 
of our flag.  What follows is  the history of our flag but I may also 
say before I start that, research shows that even the United 
States Of America’s flag with the alternating stripes resembles 
the early appearance of a British Ensign back in the 1600,s on-
ly the stars in the canton replaced the St. George Cross. 
                                                                                                     
The Australian National Flag and You Can't Change 
Fact  
    Sadly many are overlooking the dimensions of the Australian 
Flag, where as for me it is just a matter of You Can't Change 
Fact. Regardless, the Australian Flag is here to stay with its 
Past, its Present and its Future .   It's very clear our Ensigns' 
design has been accepted throughout Australia and its future  is 
most sound. 
    As for the gentleman who volunteered the information on 
TV channel 60 Minutes Sunday 25th April 2010, that our Ensign 
is just another flag. For an opposing argument one could only 
gather it was just a off the cuff statement. So I ponder and won-
der, what it actually had to add to the sum of knowledge counter-
ing the Australia Ensign. 
    Perhaps it might be best to anecdotally detail that firstly there 
are three Australian Ensigns and not one as he deduced using 
the word flag,  and these are the Red, the Blue and the White 
Ensign. Each is identical in its design but each differ in its back-
ground colour and flown on appropriate occasions and for spe-
cific reasons. 
    The Blue Ensign, the National Flag of Australia and, flown 
on explicit and official occasions, the Red Ensign, flown from the 
stern of Australian Commercial Vessels and the White Ensign, 
flown by the Royal Australian Navy in ships and in its different 
positions for the specific duties when at sea or in harbour and 
also in establishments. 
    In the past and reflecting back possibly to the `1600s' when it 
was estimated, some 54 European ships from a range of nations 
made contact with Australia. Is it possible that many Asian peo-
ple from nearby and various Islanders around Australia made 
contact pearling and fishing off and on our shores. Although 
unofficial this may have sown the seed of the first diverse culture 
in Australia and in turn responsible for the changing of some of 
our history as to who were first to step on our shores as visitors 
to the aboriginal who had roamed the shores and land for 
the previous forty thousand years. 
    So, to the Aboriginals it may have been just another boat and 
nothing new when Captain Cook and his party on or about the  

29th April 1770 entered Botany Bay and dropped anchor. Banks' 
a member of the crew and a keen horticulturist of the day decid-
ed to have a ‘bo-peep’ at Kurnell so he rowed  ashore grabbed a 
few native flowers and rowed back to the Endeavour with its Red 
Ensign on its stern. Of course, the flag was less the St. Patricks 
cross at the time as it was before Ireland had joined the union of 
the Kingdom of Scotland and the Kingdom of England { they 
made their union in 1707 }. 
 
    Nevertheless, it was the last time the Aboriginals were to see 
the Red Ensign on the stern of a ship in Botany Bay until the 
arrival of Captain Arthur Phillip between the 18th --- 20th of Jan-
uary 1788. Perhaps Captain Phillip was unimpressed with what 
he saw in the surroundings but  he weighed anchor and with his 
11 ships and 1350 first fleeters sailed around to Port Jackson on 
the 26th January 1788. 
 
    But the history of the Union Jack in the canton of our flag 
does not just stop there. The Union Jack in its'  formation 
has seen many changes dating back to its origin when British 
ships were flying Tudor colours of green and white pennants in 
the Spanish Armada in the 1500s which continued through to 
the Stuart Kings. Then in the latter period a Red St. George 
Cross was added in the canton with a White Field. 
 
    The St. Patrick cross in 1801 was added to the flag when Ire-
land joined the British Union and hence completing the design of 
"Union Jack". 
 
    This "Union Jack" remains the present day emblem in the 
canton or upper hoist of the Australian National Flag, and its 
stood proudly there since the birth of our Nation and  also our 
Australian Flag.    The first Australian Prime Minister Ed-
mund Barton announced on the 3rd September 1901 after an 
Australian wide competition, the winning design for our flag, the 
then "Australian Blue Flag". The first official raise of the flag was 
then conducted at the Royal Exhibition Building, Melbourne. 
 
    In 1941 the then Prime Minister Bob Menzies announced 
there should be no restriction on the flying of the Australian 
Blue Flag, as initially the Red Ensign was the only flag private 
citizens were permitted to fly on land. 
 
    The Flag act of 1953 saw the Blue Australian Flag become 
the National Flag of Australia. 
 
    And contrary to the grand standing on TVs' 60 Minutes and 
the  metaphorical insults of saying Our Flag is just Another Flag. 
It is the Australian National Ensign and you can't change fact. 
 
Frank E.Welch 
28 Cuthbert Rd 
Killarney Vale 
NSW  2261 
Email :-   fewelch@tpg.com.au 

mailto:FEWELCH@TPG.COM.AU
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                A walk down memory lane  for some of us    

 In hindsight they WERE the Best days of our lives. 

I joined in the days when being Jack was fun 
He'd step in DB's and Levis for another great run 

A Seiko on his wrist and Winnies in his pocket 
Adrift the next morning and another great rocket. 

 
A few beers down at Rockers then up to the Shit-Fight 

Across to TTs , Aquatic Club and VRs to finish the night 
Stagger down Macleay for a pizza at Pete' s       

  A maggotty or a Foot Long and a Cuppa Blood?, at Harry's   
 and the night was complete  

   
Next day back onboard with a head that was sore 

He'd open his wallet and check out the score 
He remembers last night as stand easy comes round 

In the mess with a brew warries abound. 
 

He would step with messmates a fine bunch of jacks 
They protect each other watch each other's backs 

He didn't need RA no need for a wife 
With so many mates he loved his mess life. 

 
The fun out at sea with games nights and the like 
Boxing on the uppers or a Melbourne Cup night 

When crossing the line the bears they would hunt 
No bitching from Jack with sump on his rump 

 
He'd sail off to Asia as one of our best 

After a night in Honkers and have tats on his chest 
Then over to Subic , (New Jollo Bar)  and off to Manila 

Down the Roxas Boulevard life was a thriller.  
 

He'd run down the 'Wang and eat crab with old Moe 
Drink bottles of Anchor on the 'Wang patio 

Then thunder into town as the night wasn't complete 
'til he did the flamers and saw the sunrise over Bugis Street. 

  
He'd deploy to the IO to work with the Yanks 
Go ashore in Mombasa and play sunshine bar pranks 
He'd visit India and Ceylon but the Seychelles were the best 
The European tourist showing him their bare chest.  

He stayed out of trouble got promoted through the ranks 
Commissioned an FFG and had fun with the Yanks 
He got drunk in Tijuana toured the West Coast 
But Las Vegas was the place that he loved the most.  
 
The Gulf War came along and DC was now back 
Probans and steel caps, no more sandals for Jack 
Then females at sea time to adjust his demeanour 
He's no longer looked after by those who are senior. 
 
Then he had reviews, TTP, SCRS, RANCIS and SCRIT 
I don't think there's a Jack not affected a bit 
When will they stop and leave poor Jack alone 
Years from now, do they want a clone? 
 
The times they are a changin' now we're politically correct 
The Jack dear to us all is virtually wrecked 
He can't watch his blueys or spin warries in the Mess 
Can't swear when in public or drink to excess.  
 
Jack will soon be a memory to bring out once a year 
To march on ANZAC Day and acknowledge the cheers 
He'll still spin his warries add a bit to each tale 
To ensure to his listeners that they never become stale.  
 
But don't feel despondent please don't despair 
'Cause I am still Jack inside and I really do care 
I was lucky enough and feel privileged to say 
I was an Australian Jack, an RAN Sailor and I won't fade away. 

Ed, 
 I am delighted to finally find an address to which I can write to 
find any available information on the HMAS Sydney from when I 
was onboard as a  USN  helicopter maintenance crewman  in 
Korea with the Dragonfly helicopters. (photo below) My name is 
Don Goodrow and I was in M17 Petty Officers Mess, I would 
love to find some contacts from that group of ‘birdies’ in the 
mess. 
My contact details are as follows: 
Don Goodrow 
31316 Via Colinas, Suite 101 
Westlake Village, CA 91362   Phone : 818– 707-8815 

GOODROW 

BAKER 

POOLE 

WHEELER 
LEE 

WILLIAMS 
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H.M.A.S. MELBOURNE REUNION 2010 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 

NAME (in full)……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
GUEST’S NAME………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
PREFERRED NAMES ON BADGES 1:……………………………..2:………………………………. 
 
Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
City/Town……………………………………State…………………….Postcode……………………… 
 
E-Mail………………………………….Telephone…………………….Mobile…………………………. 
 
REGISTRATION; Required to attend Functions. Number..…….@ $10.00 p.p. Cost $___________ 
 
 
FRIDAY 15

TH
 OCTOBER 

T.B.A: Sussex Inlet: Bowls.                         Number……                            Cost $ Pay on the day 
 
 
1600: Bomaderry R.S.L: Meet & Greet Buffet.     Number………@ $15.00 p.p. Cost $____________ 
 
 
SATURDAY 16

th
 OCTOBER 

0930: F.A.A. Museum: Tour, Museum & Lunch.  Number………@ $25.00 p.p  Cost $____________ 
 
 
1700: Bomaderry R.S.L: Reunion Dinner    Number………@ $35.00 p.p  Cost $____________ 
        Note: Seating will be limited for this function 
 
 
SUNDAY 17

th
 OCTOBER 

 
1100: F.A.A. Museum: Wings & Wheels, Museum & BBQ.   
 
         Number……....@ $25.00 p.p Cost $____________ 
  
           
                Total $____________ 
 
 
Cheque/money order to made out to H.M.AS. MELBOURNE ASSOCIATION and sent with Form to: DEAN GEDLING c/o 
H.M.A.S MELBOURNE ASSOCIATION at P.O. Box 4011, BRADBURY. N.S.W. 2560. Please enclose a stamped, self 
addressed envelope if you wish a hard copy receipt. 
 

REGISTRATIONS CLOSE 15
th

 AUGUST 2010 
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Kanga Bounds features in Qantas Staff Credit Union 50th year anniversary 
 

From post WWII up to now, a lot of us have had a close association with Qantas Airways and the R.A.N Fleet Air Arm. Navy pilots fly-
ing Qantas Aircraft, DC3, DC4, Lancasters, Electra, 707, 747 and the new Air Bus. A good number of FAA Engineers joined Qantas 
and worked on the flight line and aircraft maintenance hangar. In the EOC (Engine workshop), 3 of the 6 foreman were EX FAA (Kanga 
Bounds, Col “Doc” Brown and Don “Duck” Kennedy. Ex navy cooks working in catering. The Kingsford smith air field fire fighting de-
partment was led by an Ex RAN Lieutenant; even the Qantas Medical Aviation Doctor Ex Ran doctor and pilot, DR Tommy Thompson 
(what a character). 
 
Bottom line is that from that association I was lucky enough to join the Qantas Staff Credit Union all those years ago and was last year 
asked to feature in their 50th anniversary campaign.  
 
The Qantas Staff Credit Union has been a big part of mine and my families’ life so it was a great honour to share my story, and have 
my sons and I feature in the campaign along with my Navy memories. The Credit Union has always looked after me and if there’s any-
one reading this looking for a great place to bank you should give them a call.  

Thank you to Qantas Staff Credit Union and Slipstream magazine for the opportunity to tell my story. 
 
Kanga Bounds. 
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is occupied and otherwise gradually dim down and switch off as 
visitors depart. 
 
Staff 
 
The staffing of the Museum on weekends and public holidays 
has always been undertaken by Navy Reservists from CPO to 
Lieutenant rank.  Imagine my concern recently when it was an-
nounced that those Funded Reserve position would discontinue, 
with the probability that the Museum would only operate on 
weekdays.  Thanks then to some committed lobbying on behalf 
of the Director of Naval Heritage, CMDR Shane Moore that the 
status-quo has been restored and the existing five Reservists 
will continue into 2011.  
 
On the subject of Reservists positions, I spent two week-long  
periods in May and June working at the RAN Historic Flight with  
Garry Holloway, Keith Boundy, Mick Rendle, Garth Evans and 
Denis Mulvihill in a concerted effort on the Grumman “Tracker”.  
Hopefully we will have it back together and taxiing for the HMAS 
MELBOURNE Association Reunion during October.   
This was probably the last time that those I have mentioned will 
work together in a Navy Reserve capacity at the Historic Flight 
as most billets have been discontinued. 
 
Events 
 
It is very pleasing to host functions for squadrons and depart-
ments from HMAS ALBATROSS and in April 817 Squadron con-
ducted a very successful Family Day with over 500 participants.  
As a venue for this type of event, the Museum is very well situat-
ed with ample parking, no security entry issues and easy access 
and close proximity to the airfield for the Sea King flight experi-
ences that most of the family members enjoyed. 
Also during April we staged an exhibit at the NSW Caravan, 
Camping, Holiday and 4WD Super show at Rosehill Racecourse 
in conjunction with the Shoalhaven Tourism Board.  Over 1,000 
enquiries were serviced with many coming from former and 
serving RAN and FAA personnel. 
 
Perhaps one of the most significant events so far this year has 
been the Reunion and luncheon for the Naval Airman Recruits 
Classes 2, 3, and 4 of 1948, held at the FAAM on 23rd June.  I 
have provided a full report and photographs elsewhere in the 
magazine. 
 
Future Plans 
 
Budgeting for our new Financial Year commitments is well in 
hand and happily our expenditure for 2010-2011 will stay at ex-
isting levels.  The Curators and I are busy preparing our shop-
ping lists for many new and exciting projects.  One that we are 
keen to proceed with quickly is designing and manufacturing an 
aircraft launch platform for the HMAS MELBOURNE I (Cruiser) 
6” deck gun, onto which we will mount the Sopwith ‘Pup’ replica. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Projects 
Greetings once again to all Association members from the man-
agement and staff at the Fleet Air Arm Museum.  As I write this 
report we are into the first week of the July school holidays, and 
it is cold and raining in Nowra, so what better place for the tour-
ists to come than to the Museum.  Visitor numbers are very good 
at the moment mainly due to our TV advertising and promotions 
through regional tourist resorts and information centres. 
 
What our customers will be seeing during their visit is ongoing 
conservation on the Gannet “Mamba” engine and propeller, as 
reported in the last issue, and the new configuration of the Kore-
an War exhibits with the Fairey ‘Firefly’ in pride of place.   

The curators have also installed a scuttle from MELBOURNE II 
into a display module.  The scuttle and surrounding bulkhead 
were delivered to us during the 60th Anniversary reunion in 2008.  
It begs the question: How did it get oxy-cut from the ship and 
secreted ashore from GI?  ( Ed’s note—he got two of them, the 
other is in his den) 
 
The curators have recently been involved with some work at the 
RAN College Historical Collection building.  Asbestos removal 
and facilities upgrades are taking place so exhibits had to relo-
cated and conserved during that process.  The Boxer Rebellion 
bronze cannon from the Parade Ground collapsed on one wheel 
so that has been removed and is undergoing restoration at the 
FAAM workshop. 
 
In a major facilities upgrade the FAAM aircraft display hangar 
overhead lighting has been replaced with energy efficient units 
that are not only much brighter but will contribute to our ‘green’ 
consciousness.  Sensors activate the lights only when the area  
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You Might Be A Techo If.... 
 
 1. You've ever slept on the concrete under a wing (or on the 
wing itself). 
 2. You've ever said, "Oh yes sir, it's supposed to look like that". 
 3. You've ever sucked oxy to cure a hangover. 
 4. You know what AVTUR tastes like. 
 5. You've ever used a black chinagraph pencil to fix an over-
worn tire. 
 6. You have a better benchstock in the pockets of your overalls 
than the supply system. 
 7. You've ever used a piece of lockwire as a toothpick. 
 8. You've ever had to say, "My boots are still black!" (or ever 
 spray-painted them black). 
 9. You refer to a pilot as a "control-stick actuator" or "seat/stick 
 interface". 
 10. You've ever been told to "pump up the windsock, or go get a 
bucket of  prop wash, a yard of flightline, a left-handed screw 
driver, a North bearing, a bottle of K-9P, length of airstrip or a 
can of striped paint." 
 11. You've ever worked a 14-hour shift on a aircraft that isn't 
flying the next day. 
 12. You've ever said "as long as she starts every other try you'll 
be fine  sir." 
 13. You believe the aircraft has a soul. 
 14. You talk to the aircraft (often in a not-so-nice way). 
 15. You've ever said, "That nav light burned out after launch." 
 16. You've ever used a chock as a hammer. 
 17. The only thing you know about any city is where the good 
bars are. 
 18. You know more about your co-workers than you do about 
your own family. 
 19. You've ever looked for pictures of "your" aircraft in aviation 
books. 
 20. You can't figure out why Engineering Officers exist. 
 21. You ever wished the pilot would just say, "Great aircraft, 
nothing  wrong with it!" 
 22. You take it as a badge of honour to be just called "a Det 
Hound." 
 23. You relieve yourself more often outdoors than indoors. 
 24. You can't comprehend why everyone doesn't want to be a 
Techo. 
 25. You think everyone who isn't a Techo is a goose. 
 26. You can sleep anywhere, anytime, but as soon as the en-
gines shut down you are wide awake. 
 27. You've ever stood on chocks to keep your feet dry. 
 28. You've used lockwire to trim a fingernail. 
 29. You've wiped leaks immediately prior to crew show. 
 30. You've worn someone else's hat to the mess. 
31. All you care about is the flying program and your days off. 
 32. You've wondered where they keep finding the idiots that 
keep making up 
 stupid rules. 
 33. You've ever had to defuel an aircraft an hour after refuelling 
it.  

At long last things are moving with a licence and calling for ten-
ders to operate the Museum Café and I have been receiving 
great support from Mr Garry Clarke, the incumbent Base Ser-
vices Manager with Defence Support Group.  Within the next 
few months we should have the red tape covered and documen-
tation processed. 
 
Coming up in October are the HMAS MELBOURNE Association 
reunion and the FAA Association Federal Council and all Muse-
um personnel look forward to hosting these events and welcom-
ing all our visitors.  
 
 Keep well and best wishes to all. 
 
 
TERRY HETHERINGTON 
Manager 

Donations to the Fleet Air Arm Museum 
 
The Fleet Air Arm Museum exists to preserve the heritage and 
to tell the story of the FAA. The FAAM is for all those who have 
served in the FAA. We are seeking donations of items you may 
have that relate to more recent deployments to the Middle East 
Area of Operations so we can continue to tell the developing 
story of the FAA.  
 
From talking to serving personnel, I am aware that many of you 
have been donating your memorabilia to the Australian War Me-
morial in Canberra, this is fine but please be aware that the War 
Memorial has a vast collection and your items may never be 
displayed. The Fleet Air Arm Museum is Navy’s aviation muse-
um, so please assist us in telling your story. 
 
Ailsa Chittick 
Collections Curator 
Fleet Air Arm Museum 
HMAS ALBATROSS 
02 44242194 
0418 146945 

Saturday morning I got up early, quietly dressed, made my 
lunch, and slipped quietly into the garage. I hooked up the boat 
up to the van, and proceeded to back out into a torrential down-
pour. The wind was blowing 50 mph, so I pulled back into the 
garage, turned on the radio, and discovered that the weather 
would be bad all day. I went back into the house, quietly un-
dressed, and slipped back into bed. I cuddled up to my wife's 
back, now with a different anticipation, and whispered, "The 
weather out there is terrible." 
 
My loving wife of 5 years replied, "Can you believe my stupid 
husband is out fishing in that?" 
 
 That’s when the fight started...  
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Ed, 
                  I have attached a couple of photos taken not long 
after we joined the Navy as apprentices. I found them in a filing 
cabinet that I had stored in an old shipping container I had with 
all sorts of junk. 
 
The history of them was that "Charlie" Cork obtained them when 
he left Nirimba and kept them as a "Keepsake" They were the 
official photos that were hung in the foyer of the cinema. 
 
I last spoke to Charlie in the mid 1980's when he was following 
the Buddhist religion and had no further use for them. He sent 
them to me and after I had a divorce and an unsettled part of my 
life, I thought that I had lost them. They really are wonderful pho-
tos and when you look at us and all we were to go 
through during Nirimba and our navy time and knew what was in 
store for us, we probably should have walked out through the 
main gate then! 
 
Some never made it in the Navy, some went on to have long 
careers in the service and some were successful in business 
life. Also, many are now not with us. 
 
The thing that I get from it mainly is that we formed lifelong 
friendships and we may disagree on many subjects {Yes, Ellis 
and David!} but we survived Nirimba and can meet as friends.  
In Tasman division of which I was part, Terry James with 
his 'angelic' smile, Paul Johnson, all of four foot ten, Brian 
Hobbs and Brian Morgan with the big hair. 
The "always in trouble" Charlie Cork, the aptly named "Jack" 
Stone, Mick Harry {Harry who}, Sticks Carlin who was a walking 
advertisement for Clearasil and Tony Appleton who was always 
wanting to fight me. The last time I saw Charlie was when I 
walked past "Perth” in 1970 at Garden Island and he yelled out 
to me from the bridge wing. I asked what he was doing up there 
and he replied that he was about to front the Captain because 
he was late back on board. I asked how late he was and he re-
plied “about 7 months!” 
I imagine that the Captain could hear him and I suppose was not 
very sympathetic. I believe he did time in Military detention and 
was discharged. 
When I spoke to him in mid 1980s, he had a son and had done 
well in Real Estate in Perth during the boom of the 80's. 
He said he was going to Thailand to live as a Buddhist. 
  
So many characters and as well as the  people mentioned , 
there were the quiet ones like Hans Woelke, Peter Schindler and 
Roger Wilson. "Fritz" Schindler copped more than any person 
should have to take. I recall the war movies in the Cinema where 
the Germans always lost and "Fritz” was the brunt of many a 
smart arse comment. I must say, I was often guilty of some of 
those comments.  
I often wonder what happened to John "Woofa" Wilson and 
"Chester” Woolnough. I though Paul Cox was one of the first to 
depart but Chester isn’t in the photo. Chester was the tall bloke  

from country Victoria who couldn’t march to save his life. 
I don’t know what division he was in but he was a very decent 
bloke. 
 
While I have many friends/acquaintances from this time of my 
life, I have only made mention of a few. 
 
We are lucky to have survived the apprenticeship school and I 
think it was Ron Keeley who mentioned in our reunion book at 
Mooloolaba about the band of brothers. The best that it can be 
described is that it was character building! If that type of thing 
were to happen today, there would be Royal Commission. 
 
If you were good at your trade or sport, it was much easier. 
I remember George 'Gang" Green the machine shop Civilian 
Instructor who could be best described as a bit of a pain, was in 
the late 70s a foreman at a company in Brisbane by the name of 
Accurate Engineering.  I had taken Truck Diff housing down 
there to be machined and when he looked at the job, I could see 
that he thought he knew me but neither of us said anything. 
I picked up the Diff a few days later and we worked late that 
night to re install the Diff, but when we tried to slide in the axle, it 
would not fit. It had been machined undersize. We then pulled 
the diff out and I went to Brisbane early next morning. As ex-
pected, he was very defensive and argued that he had done the 
job properly. I then re acquainted myself with George and ex-
plain that I thought he was a dick head at Nirimba and nothing 
seemed to have changed. They re machined the bore while I 
waited and we left on reasonable terms. 
 
I enjoy meeting with many of my old intake and thought that 
McLaren Vale reunion organised by Brian Rowe was great. 
 
The 50-year reunion in WA being organised by John Campbell is 
on in 2013 and encourage the fellows who don’t regularly attend 
to give consideration to trying to make it there. We aren’t getting 
any younger! 
 
John and Ann Campbell are worried that many wouldn’t attend 
because it is so far away. If this is going to affect any one, could 
you let John know? 
 
If you wish to print a copy of these photos and they don’t print 
well, I can get some done at a photo shop and post them. 
Let me know. 
 
Enough rambling from me as my glass of red is empty. 
 
Best Regards  
  
Peter Hall. 
0408712634 
 
(Class photos are on the following page) 
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    MOMENTS IN TIME 

 

       TASMAN Division 

 TORRES Division 
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    MOMENTS IN TIME 

 

Any one think they can identify this shot ? 

Some good lookers on the Korean Trip   -  names ?   Dry dock in    
 Singapore 

Korean bound -    pick which one ? 
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Fleet Air Arm  Presentations 
 

 Medallions of Merit 
 
  Each year the Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia awards 
a series of Medallions to members of the RAN Naval Aviation 
Branch who obtain first place in their training during the year. 

 
The medallions for the year 2008 were presented to the recipi-
ents at a ceremony conducted at HMAS ALBATROSS on Thurs-
day 29th April 2010 immediately after “Colours” By the President 
of the Association Cdre. David Farthing DSC RAN (Rtd) 
 
The Awards for 2008 were as follows 
 
Aeronautical Engineering Officer Application Course 
 Lt Tristan Colclough 

CPOAT Advanced Technical Training Course 
 CPOATA Christopher Pickering 

Aircrewmen Basic Rotary Course 
 LSA Carley Mercer 
 

 
Due to an administrative oversight the award for the 2007 
CPOAT Advanced Technical Training Course was not presented 
in that year 
 
This was presented to CPOATA Trevor Johnstone. 

 
  The Medallions for year 2009 will be presented later this 
year. 
 
 The ceremony was witnessed by the members of the National 
Executive, the Patron and NSW President as well as a contin-
gent of uniformed personnel from Albatross. 
 
The President also presented a framed print of CVS 21 “HMAS 
MELBOURNE” to Commodore Dalton for hanging in the new 
Fleet Air Arm Headquarters Building. 
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 As the presentations took place so early in the morning (for the 

oldies anyway) the XO (Cmdr Darryn Jose) offered the use of 

the Wardroom for a coffee and refreshments afterwards and this 

was readily availed by the visitors.  

The ceremony of ‘Colours’ is almost non existent nowadays in 

Naval Depots so the young Petty Officers of today will never 

know the worries of being the ‘Duty Colour Guard PO’ or the 

problems when you ‘stuffed up’ as was often the case. 

                                          +++++++ 

Photos by Able Seaman Imagery Specialist Justin Brown                                 

from Albatross and the Editor. 

The Preventable Admissions and Improved 
Community Care Program 
 
    As part of the 2010-11 Budget, the Australian Govern-
ment has announced a new $152.7 million initiative, the Prevent-
able Admissions and Improved Community Care Program.   
The Program is intended to reduce preventable hospital admis-
sions and readmissions through better community based man-
agement and care for those with chronic conditions, complex 
care needs and who are at risk of hospitalization. 
 
Studies have shown that improved community-based care can 
lead to better health outcomes and can reduce the need for indi-
viduals to be admitted or readmitted to hospital. 
 
The new Program is a targeted initiative for veterans and war 
widow/ers who: 

have a chronic disease/s;  
have complex care needs; and are at risk of being admit-

ted to hospital. 
 

The Program will focus on five key conditions, where improved 
community care has been shown to be effective in reducing the 
need for hospitalizations, namely: 

congestive heart failure;  
coronary artery disease; 
pneumonia; 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease; and diabetes. 
 

Around 17,000 veterans are expected to participate in the Pro-
gram over four years.   
 
Drawing on the experience DVA has developed through the 
DVA’s quality use of medicines Program, Veterans’ MATES, the 
Program will make use of DVA’s unique health care data, to 
analyze and identify veterans who may benefit from participating 
in the Program.  Identification of those participating in the Pro-
gram will take place by both using the Department’s databases 
and with the GP also identifying those of their veteran patients 
who meet the Program criteria. 
 
The veteran’s Local Medical Officer (LMO) will make the deci-
sion with the veteran whether a veteran fits the Program crite-
ria.  Taking part in the Program will be voluntary and the veteran 
must consent before going on the Program.   
 
The Program is not an alternative to hospitalization but a pre-
vention measure.  Where a veteran needs hospitalization, they 
will be hospitalized. 
 
Once on the Program, the LMO will prepare, or review and up-
date an existing care plan to provide a comprehensive care plan 
with the veteran.  Either the LMO’s practice nurse or a DVA con-
tracted community nursing provider will assist with putting the 
actions identified in the plan in place. 

Cmdre Dalton, Peter Welsh, Toz Dadswell, David Farthing 
and Dick Martin 

 President David Farthing presents  a framed photo of 
HMAS Melbourne to Chief Fleet Air Arm Commodore Tony 
Dalton. 
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       Submarine Capability Branch open 

As a result of recommendations from reviews into Subma-

rine Workforce Sustainability and Submarine Availability, 

the Chief of Navy (CN) has directed the creation of a Sub-

marine Capability Branch (SMCB) within Navy Strategic 

Command, which commenced work in February.  

The new Branch supports CN in his role of Submarine Capability 

Manager by maintaining strategic oversight of current and future 

submarine capability. The Branch establishment recognizes the 

unique challenges Navy faces in rebuilding then growing the 

submarine capability to meet the future force structure, and the 

strategic importance of the capability within the Australian De-

fence Force.The SMCB is led by the Director-General Subma-

rine Capability (DGSMC). DGSMC is CN's principal advisor on 

all submarine issues and is responsible to the Deputy Chief of 

Navy (DCN) for the overall delivery of future submarine capabil-

ity to Navy, noting that Fleet Command remains responsible for 

generation of the current Submarine Force.The SMCB is re-

sponsible to DCN (as the Head of Navy Capability) for: 

• development of submarine strategy and doctrine, including 

requirements advice for the Future Submarine; 

• driving a sustainable submarine workforce in Navy through the 

implementation of the Submarine Workforce Sustainability Re-

view recommendations and other initiatives; and 

• driving the platform availability and capabilities Navy needs 

through stabilization of the Collins class maintenance schedule 

and optimization of current and future Collins class projects. 

Assistance could include: 
coordinating appointments for the veteran patient with 

other health professionals; 
providing an appointment reminder service; 
undertaking home visits;  
assisting the veteran with managing their medications and 

treatment and helping them self manage their condi-
tion; and assembling information on the range of ser-
vices provided to the veteran for review by the LMO. 

 
In addition, for some veterans and war widow(er)s selected on 
the Program, the Veterans’ Home Care Program will offer a new 
social support service.   
The range of services could include, for example: 

keeping a person company in the home; 
facilitating participation in community activities (i.e. activi-

ties with outside social supports); 
accompanied shopping, bill paying, banking, non-medical 

appointments etc;  
assistance with meal preparation in the home. 

From DVA’s web site. 
John Macartney 

   If we can afford wars then we must be able to afford         
                veterans 
  
Ladies and Gentlemen of Parliament  
The country has 123,723* (attached) Disabled Pensioners from 
our Defence Forces. Of these 28% or 29,452 rely wholly on their 
Disability Payments for income, these are our 'Totally and Per-
manently Incapacitated' (TPI). A perhaps archaic term (and cer-
tainly uncomfortable one to wear) used to describe a once whole 
and vibrant soldier who has fallen by wound or injury in the ser-
vice of the nation into a life of dependency upon the charity of 
your good selves as Representatives of our people.  
Being a TPI is our lot and calculating our residual worth is your 
lot.  
You calculated our worth in the pension increases of the 
2009/2010 Budget to be 11.4% less than other Government 
pensions. That calculation removed $120 per fortnight from our 
most disabled compared to other pensions. This is $3,200 per 
annum that has been disallowed by legislation from the replace-
ment income of our disabled diggers their carers, wives and 
children.  
As Federal Members and Senators you have the onerous task of 
committing, or not our young soldiers to duty in war. You have 
been granted by our political system the power of life and death, 
of wound and injury over this section of our citizens, our ADF. If 
this is doubted the recent events in Afghanistan are tragically 
evident to your power. Young soldiers die and are wounded we 
are told to preserve our country from terrorism to keep destruc-
tion from our shores and preserve life and limb of  22.4 million 
Australians.   

Representatives, having committed the ADF to protect our popu-

lation is it not beyond your wit to legislate the support the  

Disabled from such conflict to the same degree as you have 
legislated supported to other sections of our community. 
 The budgetary projection to increase ADF Disability payments 
by the same percentage as other pensions over a four year ac-
counting period is $587.3 **. This to redress the discrimination 
against 123,723 Disabled soldiers.  
Where Australia can afford the costs of war to insure its popula-
tion against harm and to secure their peace and prosperity then 
is it not beholden upon Australians to pay the premium for that 
insurance. The true cost of maintaining an equitable life for their 
War Disabled. Anything less, is less than being Australian. 
  
Yours truly  
Frank, Jock O'Neill,  
PO Box 698,  
Applecross, WA 6953. 

http://www.dva.gov.au/benefitsAndServices/home_services/vetshomecare/Pages/index.aspx
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Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia  
 

Blazer Order Form 
 

Blazers  made by C E Wise 780 – 782 High Street Thornbury Vic 3071 
 

Tel 1300 700 000 
Fax (03) 9484 2212 

Web Address: http://www.cewise.com.au/ 
Email: sales@cewise.com.au 

 

Specification:  80%wool / 20%polyester jacket with FAAA monogram. 

Price: $209 (including GST) postage included. 

How To Order? 

 Irrespective of whether you order via the internet,  fax  or   post    we will need the following details: 
Full Name ________________________________________________________________________ 

Postal Address  ____________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Details  (Home) _______________________________________________________ 

   (Mob) ________________________________________________________ 

 

Credit Card details (including expiry date)    _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _       (expiry) _ _ / _ _ 
  Security code (last three digits on number on back of card)    X X X X / _ _ _   
Chest Measurement   in cm or inches  _____________       Height _____________  (in cm or inches) 
By Internet   go to:   http://www.cewise.com.au/ 

Click on “Online Uniform Shops” 

Click on “Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia” and follow the prompts. 

By Fax:    Fax this completed form to:  (03) 9484 2212 

 

By Post:  Post this completed form to:  CE Wise Pty Ltd. 780 – 782 High Street Thornbury Victoria  3071 

 

By phoning us on 1300 700 000 and asking for  assistance 
 

On receipt of your order we will manufacture and dispatch to you a standard size FAAA blazer which corre-

sponds to your chest measurement. This will be sent to your postal address within 14 - 21 days. Should the 

blazer need alteration we ask you to return the blazer along with a completed alteration form (which will be 

mailed to you with your blazer) and we will make a specially fitted blazer. There is no cost for either the altera-

tion or the subsequent delivery.  

http://www.cewise.com.au/
http://www.cewise.com.au/
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Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia  

Blazer Alteration Form 
Blazers made by C E Wise 780 – 782 High Street Thornbury Vic 3071 

 
Tel 1300 700 000 

Fax (03) 9484 2212 
 

Web Address: http://www.cewise.com.au/ 
Email: sales@cewise.com.au 

 
If your blazer needs altering please do the following: 

complete the details on this form 

Date of purchase   _ _ / _ _ / _ _ 

 

Date of blazer return       _ _ / _ _ / _ _ 

 

Your Full Name ________________________________________________ 

Postal Address  ____________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

Contact Details  (Home) ________________________________________________ 

   (Mob) ________________________________________________ 

Size of initial blazer supplied      _____________   
 
In comparison to this fitting blazer:- 
Chest Measurement alteration required (e.g. +2inches, -2inches) _____________ (inches or centimeters ) 
 
Arm Length (cuff) alteration required (e.g. +2inches, -2inches) ______________(inches or centimeters ) 
 
Coat length (back) alteration required (e.g. +2inches, -2inches) ______________(inches or centimeters ) 
 
Height      _____________ (inches or centimeters ) 
 
Waist    _____________ (inches or centimeters ) 
 

send this completed form along with the blazer to:  
 
      CE Wise Pty Ltd. 
         780 – 782 High Street 

                       Thornbury Victoria 3071                              Please note this service is FREE to you 

 

    Order form for blazers is on page 33 

You can tear out the page or else just copy it; fill it in and send it off to the nominated ad-
dress. This form is only to be used if you have to get any alterations done to your blazer—

not this alteration service is free.  

You can also use their web site if you have a computer . 
  Victorians take note of the address and I am sure you can front up and do the business. 

http://www.cewise.com.au/
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  As I sit shivering in the coldest Southern Highlands winter in 
many years, I think that the Association is a bit like that mythical 
duck; floating serenely on the service, but, paddling like the devil 
underneath!! Still no news on the future of the Historic Flight and 
we keep our fingers crossed for a proper outcome. The recent 
dramatic events in Canberra, new Prime Minister and forthcom-
ing election, probably mean that we will have to wait a while 
longer for a decision. 
 
      Geoff Ledger, President of the ACT Division, has suggested 
that the FAAA should take up Associate Membership in “The 
Williams Foundation”, an independent research organization. It 
is sponsored by the RAAF Association (which has more than 
8000 members), but, has no political or industry ties and its prin-
cipal aim is to stimulate discussion on national security policy 
and Australia’s strategic environment. I can see benefits in the 
Association being involved and the proposal will be an item for 
discussion at our Federal Council Meeting in October. 
 
       It was sad to hear of the early death of Rear Admiral Nigel 
Coates, previously Fleet Commander. He was a good friend of 
the Fleet Air Arm, had a brilliant career and remained a charm-
ing gentleman. Our sympathy goes out to his family. 
 
      Preparations for the HMAS Melbourne Reunion, from 15th to 
17th October, are well underway and it will be another great op-
portunity to renew old friendships. Registrations close on 15th 
August, so do not miss this deadline. You might be surprised to 
know how many people did not bother to register for the FAAA 
60th Anniversary Reunion and were then quite unreasonably 
angry when they could not get tickets for a number of the func-
tions! 
 
     On 17th July, in Nambour, Queensland, Rhonda Vickers 
Rolevink, sister of the late Pat Vickers, will be releasing a book 
to honour her brother who was sadly killed while serving with the 
Helicopter Flight Vietnam. I am hoping to attend and also hope 
that some of our Queensland members might also be able to 
come. 
 
      My best wishes to all our members and their families. 
 
 
 
                 David Farthing 

NATIONAL 
PRESIDENT  

NATIONAL SECRETARY  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  With the Annual Federal Council Meeting set down for Satur-
day October 30th 2010 its time to remind all Divisions that this is 
an Election Year for members of your Federal Committee. All 
positions are open for nominations and any member wishing to 
nominate should contact their Divisional Secretary. Members 
and Divisional Secretary’s are reminded that in accordance with 
the National Constitution nominations for positions must be in 
the hands of the National Secretary 90days prior to the Federal 
Council Meeting. 
 
A couple of items of interest to most if not all of our members in 
relation to Military Superannuation have recently been placed on 
our Website .The first is a Press Release from the Coalition out-
lining their plan to introduce new indexation arrangements for 
DFDRB Superannuates. The second is from the Vietnam Veter-
ans in relationship to the first article pointing out other anomalies 
that also require rectifying. I would recommend that all should 
read and consider these articles. 
 
Slipstream magazines get returned too often marked “NOT 
KNOWN THIS ADDRESS”, apart from the extra work this cre-
ates to find the address and re-send them it is also a large finan-
cial burden. We as an association get reduced bulk rates for the 
initial postage  as long as the people put them into envelopes 
and sort  them into pre allocated  postal groups; to have to send 
them again singly  brings no reduction in postage so please en-
sure that any change of address is notified to your Divisional 
Secretary so as he can amend the list he sends to the National 
Secretary to compile the mailing list. 
 
Pincher  

     Give me  
      strength 
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  Hi again to all for this edition of Slipstream.  Only a short 
article this quarter as I have been very busy of late but  I will 
endeavour to get more news in the next edition. Having re-joined 
the RAN for 12 months in March 2010 (back to the Directorate of 
Sailors’ Career Management) has been interesting and I can say 
the FAA is looking good and has a number of exciting challeng-
es ahead with the introduction of new aircraft and Air Capable 
Ships.   
 
The ACT Division AGM was held on Friday 9th April and was 
attended by 25 personnel. Carl Capper has taken over from Jak 
Goudman as Functions / Social Coordinator with Jak stepping 
down but still remaining on the committee as Assistant Social 
Coordinator.  All other committee members were re-elected to 
their existing positions.  Since the AGM our President Geoff 
Ledger has been nominated to stand as National FAAA Presi-
dent following the decision by David Farthing to stand down.  
We wish Geoff every success and hope that he is successful in 
the role as National President. The committee would also like to 
express its gratitude to Jak Goudman for all his efforts since the 
ACT Division reformed. Jak’s expertise in holding raffles and 
organising other fundraising events has certainly assisted us in 
being in a very good financial position. 
 
 ANZAC Day 2010 saw another good turnout for the Division 
with a mix of Division Members, Canberra based uniformed per-
sonnel and some ‘out-of-towners’ for (approx) 45 in total.   
 
 Our Banner this year was carried by Rod Cole and CMDR Carl 
Capper.  See the attached photo which shows (L-R) our Branch 
President, Geoff Ledger, Rod and Carl.  The second Photo pro-
vides a snapshot of the assembled contingent. 

Once again there was the opportunity for a number of our Divi-
sion to catch up with friends from the past such as Ted Rek-
smiss who was attending the Canberra March this year. 
 
 It was good to see fine weather for the March as, the day be-
fore, there had been steady rain across the region.  True to form 
though, no one can remember rain during the dawn service in 
Canberra.  There has been drizzle or light rain during the main 
March itself, but the skies have always held back for the Dawn 
Service. 
 
 While a smaller than expected number made our ‘post March’ 
get-together, a few stalwarts made their way to the Canberra 
Services Club in Manuka (Central Canberra) including young 
Jarryd Capper.  Jarryd is a SMNATV and son of CMDR Carl 
Capper with Carl recently promulgated as XO Designate for 
NAS Nowra (Carl is also the Division’s Function Coordinator).   
The CSC  has certainly welcomed us warmly and we now have 
a dedicated ‘Birdies’ corner with a good selection of photos and 
RAN Squadron crests; thanks to the efforts of Bags Sandberg 
and Jak Goudman for organising these items.  
 
 A social get together was held on Fri 25th June at the CSC and 
whilst it was only a small turn up it was good to catch up with a 
few new faces.  I encourage all members to come along and 
meet up at these get togethers, they are held on the last Friday 
of every second month, with the next one being on Friday 27th 
August 2010.    Next functions are : 
 

27 Aug 2010     Social Function Canberra Services Club 

29 Oct 2010    Social Function Canberra Services Club 

XX Dec 2010    Christmas Dinner Canberra Yacht Club 

I visited RAAF Wagga in mid-June as part of my work in DSCM 
and spent time with the staff and students at the RAAF School of 
Technical Training. There are some very smart and enthusiastic 
Aviation Technical sailors at Wagga and I believe the FAA is in 
good shape with its future Aviation Technicians.  I also visited  

 ACT DIVISION 
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on to Savannah before heading north to Washington & New 
York. Chattanooga was fun-we spent one night in an old railway 
carriage, had dinner in the Diner and the song was always in our 
minds! On the way back to Arkansas, we began to hit the nasty 
weather in the Blue Ridge Mountains then the last 50 miles into 
Hot Springs. Probably the worst storm I’ve ever driven in-
frightening! 
 
  Anzac Day was enjoyed again by all of those who joined us. 
Mick Blair has given me a report to say that about 50-60 
marched in our group. The TV coverage was a bit limited-the 
female from the ABC was interviewing people in the crowd & 
other divisions when we were coming up to the Camera-all that  
was seen of us was the back row . 
 
 Quite a few of us were away but our numbers were helped by 
the addition of the Vietnam Helicopter Flight. Thanks to Adrian 
Whiteman for your efforts. Navy S.E. Command tries to prevent 
us carrying the White Ensign, due mainly to an unfriendly CPO 
there, but Geoff Booker did the job as he was in uniform. 
The Spring Hill Hotel reunion had around 90 there and a very 
enjoyable afternoon was had  by all. One bloke came from 
Cairns & Kevin Camm was there showing off his taut, trim and 
terrific body! Ron (Swampy) Marsh again donated a Sea Fury 
model for the raffle-a popular pick of the prizes. Trevor & Lor-
raine Tite did a great job again of selecting a number of prizes. 
 
 Ian and Florence Henderson and Garry & Sharon Reid are in 
the Northern Territory-they met accidently outside an Amenities 
block at some Caravan Park. They’ve met up with Tom Carroll 
and his wife as well. We were walking along the “Walk of Fame” 
in Hollywood & there was a big star for Florence Henderson. 
Photo included! Florence, you’ve kept this one pretty quiet! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 I managed to get shingles in Nashville-nerves of being on 
stage! I think I’m just about over them now-I thought I’d been 
bitten by fleas or bed bugs in the small of my back! The medica-
tion cost Aus$340 each for 2 prescriptions plus $80 for the Doc. 
Luckily, I had Travel Insurance & the claim is in.  

QUEENSLAND DIVISION 

Townsville to meet with the students on the MRH 90 courses. 
There are about 35 RAN personnel currently based at RAAF 
base Townsville undertaking MRH 90 aircraft maintenance and 
aircrew training. Whilst there has been some frustration due to 
recent delays in training caused by engine problems with the 
aircraft, most of the students are very happy with the MRH 90 
and are keen to get back to ALBATROSS and join 808 Squad-
ron in 2011. 
 
 Congratulations to Carl Capper on his selection as XO HMAS 
ALBATROSS.  Carl will be leaving Canberra in Jan 2011 to take 
up his new posting and we wish him well. 
 
 Anyway, best wishes to all from your shipmates here in the 
ACT.  Remember if you are visiting Canberra please don’t hesi-
tate to let us know, as it is always great to catch up with our FAA 
colleagues from other states. 
 
Regards, 
 
John (Schonners) Schonberger 
Vice-President  
ACT Division  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
   We’ve just spent 7 weeks in the USA, 3 weeks of that  with 
Warren Walters at his place in Hot Springs Village. Warren is 
doing ok and just about coping with his grief after Maria’s pass-
ing. He’s keeping busy with Golf, doing golf club reports, photog-
raphy and a Writers’ Club and keeping up with some good 
friends there. He very kindly gave us the use of Maria’s Buick to 
do a run around 3000 miles of the States where we enjoyed 
Nashville - just before the horrific floods. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 We ran before the seriously bad weather to Chattanooga then  
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I think the effect on me has been one of being a bit lethargic 
which is a good excuse for me to sleep in on these chilly morn-
ings. 
 
 Dave Randall has been/is pretty crook and on chemo. for can-
cer. One of my emails from him indicated he’d been in ICU for a 
bit and running close to the mark. I hope you’re on the improve, 
Dave. 
 
 Mick told me that Rex & Kath Day have been in Greenslopes-
Kath with a broken hip from a fall and Rex having had a heart 
attack. Hope you’re both in recovery mode and at home. 
Ken & Claire Hegarty are due here this week for a couple of 
days-looking forward to their visit & associated laughs we enjoy. 
I phoned Arthur Johnson the other day to see if they were back 
from a trip to North Wales/Europe. When Arthur answered, I 
asked where he was. They were in Criccieth, North Wales, so I 
said I’d call him at a later date! 
 
 Well, that’s it for now so best regards to all Divisions and to all 
of the travellers! 
 
Barry Lister 
President. 

Have now added to the annual profits of Telstra but no matter as 
it was great to catch up with him after so long. Any others of our 
“Engines Class 13” who are still about and would like to remi-
nisce over some old times can get me by ringing (overseas no 
less) 03  63944398 drop a line to : 
M Jacobs 
141 Gravelly Beach Rd 
Blackwall 
Tasmania   7275 
I am sorry I do not have an email address as I am pleased to 
say I do not own a computer now and not in the future either. 
 
 Mateship is something that never leaves you and it is wonder-
ful to see the old photos of the 50’s in the magazine and stir the 
grey matter to try and bring back events and happenings that 
they relate to. Hope a few more dig out some hidden files and 
lend them to the Editor to publish, he informs me that he looks 
after old treasures carefully and returns them as soon as he 
copies them.  
 
 The reunion next year is getting closer each day and the or-
ganising  for it is ramping up. 
 Hope a lot of you from up North become ‘tourists’ for a short 
time next year as you can guarantee a good deal of hospitality 
from the folks down South.  If you come over by ferry you will 
even get some sea time up again only this vessel has decent 
‘food halls’, poker machines, numerous bars (that are open 
nearly all night) and soft beds to rest your weary bones on. 
 
 The info box is empty so I will call it a day, 
 
 Good will and God speed, 
 
 Matt (Jake) Jacobs 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Greetings to the residents of the ‘Big Island’ up North, we 
hope this finds you all fit and well (as can be expected anyway). 
 
 News down this way seems to be like the proverbial  rocking 
horse excretion, very thin on the ground. 
 
 We have quite a few of the grey nomadic types roaming over 
those warm northern pastures, soaking up the sunshine . Les 
and Fiona Kube  will have to get their passports stamped soon if 
they wish to come home, maybe even have a money changing 
session. 
 
 Our last meeting (last month) turned out to be e well repre-
sented affair and everyone seemed to bring along something 
towards the raffle with the end result  that there were heaps of 
prizes and I must have been the only one that did not win any-
thing. Very pleasing to see the numbers present. 
 
 After many years I recently found the contact details for an old 
mate who lives in the Ulladulla area, Dave Blundell. I suppose  I  

TASMANIAN DIVISION 
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 On behalf of the Victoria Division may I take this opportunity to 
convey our sincere best wishes and salutations to all members 
and their friends and families. 
 
 As was reported in the last edition of Slipstream, that the very 
next major event for the Division would be Anzac Day. It certain-
ly was, the weather was very kind during the march( I feel they 
are moving the shrine every year, it definitely seems to be get-
ting further away) another plus for us; we had a very good High-
land Pipe Band  (Ringwood RSL) leading us. This certainly 
makes a big difference to the standard of marching and I might 
add that this is the first time in years that we have been this for-
tunate to have music to march to, in fact I even received com-
ments from a couple of other Associations members regarding “ 
how smart our contingent looked as we marched along”. 
 
 There were about 40 members on parade, we had the pleas-
ure to invite Melody Jantz to march with us, Melody was repre-
senting her late father, Ivor a very respected  and long standing 
member who sadly passed away on the 5th January  2010. 
 
 Of course I must not forget to mention the old faithfuls, Clem 
Conlan, Les Jordan, John Ikin, Jim Davidson, Ian McInnes, Pe-
ter Harney and of course Brian Terry who travels down from 
Mildura to be with us each year. Also Warrick Robinson and that 
man that does such a good job of capturing it on film, our official 
photographer , the one and only George Self. Thanks George, 
you are greatly appreciated, also it was great to have a few first 
timers joining us this year and for those I have not mentioned , 
please do not be offended, you know who you are. 
 
 After the march the reunion get together was very good, the 
spinning of usual dits and naturally the good company and good 
food made the gathering a great success. You could not ask for 
more. 
 
 The traditional Anzac Day Raffle was a success, especially for 
the Trainor's . The son of a new member Frank, who is a current 
serving member of  RAN Lt Cdr Lin Trainor won the major prize 
(an excellent food hamper) and then Dad, Frank wins another 
prize; talk about the luck of the draw. 
 To sum it up , it was a very enjoyable day had by all. 
 
 The next major events on the calendar will take place  in Au-
gust to celebrate the 62nd Anniversary of the formation of the 
RAN FAA. Firstly the Division Annual Dinner will be convened at 
Hastings on Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th, the annual Fleet  

 
Air Arm Memorial Ceremony will be conducted at the chapel on 
board at HMAS Cerebus. 
 
  As usual we are hoping for a good roll up to both of these 
important events, “ Hoping to see you there”. 
 
 On another subject, I was honoured to be invited to give an 
address at the Melbourne Shrine of Remembrance on the 9th 
April, as this year marks the 60th Anniversary of the outbreak of 
hostilities of the Korean War. The theme that I was requested to 
present was the involvement of the Royal Australian Navy in the 
Korean War, especially HMAS SYDNEY and the Fleet Air Arm 
Squadrons. Very interesting especially during the ‘Questions 
and Answers Time’. The number of people that did not realise or 
believe that we did have an aircraft carrier, HMAS Sydney OR A 
Fleet Air Arm on active service in Korea. 
 
 Whilst on the subject of Korea, to all you Korean Veterans out 
there the next few months look like being very busy with all the 
various activities being organised throughout the world and of 
course including Australia. Visits to Korea sponsored by the Ko-
rean Government and various reunions and receptions around 
Australia in fact next Friday (25th) all Victorian Korean War Vet-
erans and their wives have been invited by the Victorian Govern-
ment to a reception in Melbourne. 
 
 That’s about all folks for this edition from this part of the world 
so until next time, good health , all the best and take care, 
 

   
Yours Aye 
 
 Ron Christie 

VICTORIA 
DIVISION 

An eager group getting ready to form up in preparation to 
the ‘Step off’ for the march. 
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Half the  year gone, winter is here with several frosty morning’s 
and temperature’s below Hobart’s, roll on summer. 
 
March 28th we gathered at the Rockingham RSL to celebrate 
Theo Bushe-Jones’ 80th birthday. A very large gathering with 
family members; relation’s and friends of Theo’s from all walks 
of life. It was a great day, well celebrated ,  beautifully catered 
and enjoyable. 
 
ANZAC Day was again celebrated to the full, dawn services and 
gun-fire breakfast’s followed by the City march. Again we had a 
good roll- up, over 40 marchers,  including those Members from 
Exmouth; Carnarvon; Port Headland; Harvey and Brisbane. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  We all met up at Rosie O’Gradys Hotel later and once all had 
arrived Winston James and John Brown unveiled the new hon-
our roll board, which looks great. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN 
DIVISION 

  We had such a large crowd that the management of Rosie’s 
wants us to relocate next year to the main function centre, which 
will be good. 
The old board will go to the HMAS Stirling Wardroom along with 
a framed print of a Gannet autographed by three former Gannet 
crew members. 
                     
Greg (Skinhead ) Kelson and myself represented the WA Divi-
sion at the United States Memorial Day service at Kings Park; in 
the absence of Winston James I laid the wreath .  
Other than that it has been a very quiet period. 

Yours aye 

Keith (Squizzy) Taylor 

Signs that are pertinent : 
 

On a Septic Tank Truck: 
Yesterday's Meals on Wheels 

** 
On a Plumber's  truck: 

"We repair what your husband fixed." 
** 

On a Maternity Room door: 
"Push. Push. Push." 



31 

                                   Slipstream 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
  Time for another report and I am pleased to say that our 
lunchtime meetings continue to attract a good roll up of mem-
bers and partners. At this time we have 58 members in our Divi-
sion. 
 
We are still without a Secretary but the new committee is holding 
up well. 
President .... Leon Coppins 
Vice-President.... Mike Stubbington 
Treasurer  .. Gordon Gray 
Committee Members.. John Saywell, Alan Ferris, Ian Laidler and 
Dinsley Cooper. 
Newsletter Editor .. Dinsley Cooper 
 
Social Secretary duties to be conducted by committee members 
as required. 
Delegates to federal Council..  John Saywell and John Siebert 
Consultative Council of Ex SOs-SA ..  John Saywell 
 
Anzac Day was the main activity since the last report.  We were 
lucky not to get wet as the weather just hold off long enough.  
The march itself was a shambles as it was stop-start for some 
time until the older brigade up front cleared from the march. The 
system is under review, again, for next year. 
 
We had 60 members marching including people from Phil Grot-
to’s WA, Vic and SA members, a Lieutenant over from RANAS 
Nowra and a QLD member. 
All in all a great turnout and a good reunion was held at the OG 
Hotel. 
 
817 Sqdn under Lt. Nick Bane RN flew into Goolwa on the South 
Coast for the their annual FAA – Goolwa reunion and Anzac Day 
Ceremonies.  They attended the Dawn Service at Goolwa then 
rapidly came up to Adelaide to march with Navy HQ in the city. 
 
The Squadron receives a very warm reception in Goolwa each 
year and the static display was well attended by the public. 
Great NAVY PR and recruiting. 
 
Henry Young did the honours at the Dawn Service in the city 
and Ian Laidler represented us at The Repatriation General Hos-
pital at Daw Park. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 

Forward planning includes a visit to the Aviation Museum in the 
Barossa Valley, a meeting and BBQ at McLaren Vale RSL and 
the HMAS Melbourne Reunion in Nowra in October. 
Dinsley Cooper and the Committee are in the mix. 
 
Nominations for Certificates for 2010 were agreed at the March 
AGM and have been forwarded by Ian Laidler to Federal Coun-
cil, for ratification. 
 
Federal Minister Kate Ellis continues to support our Division by 
providing some print services for our Newsletter, from her Ade-
laide Office. 

 
 
Cheers 
 
Leon Coppins 
President 

 
    Who ever thought he would get this far -     Dinsley 
             turns 80 !! 

Lt. Nick Bane RN  and Leon Coppins with 817 Seaking 
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  This seems to be a long time since the last magazine, must 
have spent too much time fishing. 
 Unfortunately I have to report that our Welfare Committeeman 
(Ray Burt) has been in need of assistance himself. Some medi-
cal problems have kept him in the hands of both doctors and 
nurses for the last couple of months and hopefully he will be 
back home from hospital shortly. 
  
 Anzac Day in the district was once again  a large event. I at-
tended the Dawn Service at Greenwell Point and it again proved 
to be bigger than anything we have had before. Even with the 
upgrading of the area it is not possible to get all the attendees 
inside the park area and the overflow  spread well up and down 
the roadway. It was good to have a visitor from Canberra, Bob 
Morrison  was over for the service (and breakfast at home after-
wards), he  passes on best wishes and regards to all his friends 
here.  

 
 
 
 
The attendance at the service was certainly a sight to remem-
ber, it is a long time since we saw so many uniformed senior 
officers in attendance and they were duly supported by a large 
contingent of other ranks. The local Army Parachute School also 
provided the Catafalque Party and a large contingent of troops. 
It was also very noticeable the large amount of younger citizens 
that attended and this presents well for the future events. 

 
 I attended a ceremony,( colours) at Albatross in May and after-
wards there was a presentation of the  Fleet Air Arm Medallions 
of Merit and a picture of HMAS Melbourne to Cmdre Dalton, 
Commander Fleet Air Arm. The Association was well represent-
ed by the President, Vice President, Patron, National Secretary, 
National Treasurer and myself. Several personnel commented 
on the appearance of the representatives who looked every bit 
the part of a well organised group resplendent in their associa-
tion blazers. (This ceremony is covered in a report earlier in the  
magazine.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Further to my request for  assistance  to hold a social function 
for Sydney members, I received two only answers. I find this 

NSW DIVISION 

Bob Morrison and  Fred Dawson discuss past and 
current events after the service 

   Di Medcalf, Darryn Jose and Bob Morrison get ready 
to take off in the march to Anzac Park. 

Toz , Peter Welsh, Dick Martin and David Farthing 
looking fresh and dapper at 0745 on a brisk morning 
‘Colours’ Ceremony’ 
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Kev married Ailsa in 1952 and settled in Nowra with Robert their 
first child being born in 1953.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Now the story starts:  Kevin and Ailsa also had four girls, 
 
…..each one marrying Seaking maintainers!!!!    

 The eldest girl Helena married Phil Carey (CPOATA4) and 

had two boys.  Michael is the Deputy WEEO on HMAS Decha-
ineux and his young brother Chris is an ABETS at Fleet HQ just 
about to go to the States. 

 Avril married Hugh Thomlinson who was an ABATC on 

HS817 but elected to change over to ETC when the knife was 
wielded by ‘Scholesey’. ‘Tom’ is still in as a CPOETC at HMAS 
Stirling. Of their three children, Rebecca is in the medical branch 
as Lieutenant Nurse at St Vincents. 

 Penny married me, Gary (Burt) Lancaster who paid off as a 
WOATA in 1989.   

 Of the four children, Matthew the second son is an ABMTP 

on HMAS Tobruk. 

  Kate married Jim Dixon who was an ABATA on HS 817 

and HMAS Melbourne’s HQ.  The youngest of their three chil-
dren, Daniel is an ABETS also at fleet HQ. 
 
As you can see from the above, Kevin had a bit to do with the 
happiness of a few Fleet Air Arm sailors back in the seventies 
and eighties. All of the girls are still happily married and im-
mensely proud of their father and their serving children.   
 
It would be appreciated if you could print my letter. I am sure 
that there must be another family down at Nowra who has as 
many family connections with the Navy but I doubt anyone could 
beat fathering four daughters who were all wives of once 
Seaking Maintainers. 
 
Kindest regards, 
 
Gary (Burt) Lancaster 

are based at Nowra cannot possibly organise a successful out-
ing in Sydney and therefore need a few from there to do most of 
the ground work. In the light of this interest we will put this idea 
on the ‘back burner’ for the time being. 
 
 I have had some discussions with the Museum Manager and it 
would seem that we may not be too far off getting tenders for the 
use of the cafeteria, hopefully this goes ahead without any more 
problems as it is a service that is sorely missed. The recovery 
and siting of the ‘Sydney’s Anchor’ is also at the fore of discus-
sion and hopefully that will be back in place before the AGM. 
 
 If anyone has any items that they wished discussed and 
thence forwarded for the AGM in October please get them to the 
Committee ASAP as there is a 90 day requirement for all agen-
da items to be in the hands of the National Secretary  by then. 
 
 Time goes very quickly these days and so postings come 
round for all. It is with some regret that we say farewell to the 
current CFAA, Commodore Tony Dalton. We have had a very 
good relationship with him during his tenure and he has always 
made time for any event that we have asked him to attend, he is 
replaced by Commodore Peter Laver (this edition’s Foreword) 
and it is to be hoped we will retain the status quo in this new 
association. 
 
  The Queen’s Birthday Honours list has a  pleasant surprise 
for one of our ‘elder statesmen’,  Henry “Nobby” Hall  received 
an OAM ; congratulations Nobby’.   Might be a problem to find 
somewhere to mount it as the left breast is already over-flowing, 
it will make ‘Christies’ happy as it will take a reel of cotton to 
remake them all. 
 Well done and the best of wishes from all our members goes 
out to you. 
 
  Greg Wise 

VALE:                             Kevin Herringe     

 

  It is with much sorrow and pride that I write to you today and 
tell you of the passing ex POAF Kevin Herringe (R 36296) earli-
er in March.  
 
 Kevin was born in Dubbo on the 8th of July 1924 and joined the 
RAAF on 26th August 1942.  He saw service in the Pacific and in 
Japan at the end of the War before paying off as a Leading Air-
craftsman on the 21st July 1947. 
 
 After twelve months off, Kevin joined the fledgling RAN Fleet 
Air Arm on the 19th July 1948 where he was posted to England 
the following April for training on aircraft type. In his career, Kev-
in did stints on the Her Majesties Australian Ships, Sydney, 
Vengeance and Melbourne and 805 Squadron before paying off 
at Albatross as a PO Air Fitter on the 20th January 1960 
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FLEET AIR ARM               WALL of SERVICE 

 
  These are the latest plaques fitted to the wall  and as each 
order is processed and plaques fitted they will be acknowledged 
in this column. Orders are placed with the foundry in groups  so 
as to keep the price structure within reason and the paperwork 
under control and thus there will be some delay between you 
placing an order and the final end result ( the plaque mounted 
on the Wall). 
 
  If anyone requires a copy of their plaque an electronic repro-
duction of the proof from the foundry can be obtained by con-
tacting the NSW Division Administrator of the project and he will 
organize it for you or your family. 
 
       Please ensure that your details are PRINTED 
CLEARLY on your application form. It is very hard and expen-
sive ( a complete remake) to correct an error once  the bronze 
has been cast.    
 
 Application forms are available from the Administrator, on the 
front desk at the Fleet Air Arm Museum, The Fleet Air Arm web 
site (http://www.faaaa.asn.au ) or, if you contact your State Secre-
tary he will be able to organize one for you or any other ex FAA 

personnel . Suppliers of the forms, when you give them the 
application form you might suggest  membership for this associ-

ation as well. All states can accommodate new members and 
then they would only have to write out one cheque.  

 
We have had some enquiries about people placing orders for 

plaques for deceased members , this is quite okay as long as 
the order has with it a written approval from the deceased next 
of kin. This is not negotiable as the NOK (or their descendent) 

are the only person that can give permission for the plaque to be 
ordered. Payment of course is organised by the party ordering 

the plaque.    
    

 You will see by the number of plaques fitted since the last 
magazine that progress is good, there will always  be a pause or 
two over the Xmas period as logistics( holidays that we all have 
to have) will govern the production.  The back page of this issue 
has a photographic record of the actual plaques recently affixed 
to the Wall . If a group ( old class or similar ) wish to have their 
plaques fitted alongside each other get together And submit the 
group as a ‘parcel’ and they will be kept together otherwise all 
plaques are placed on the Wall in the order that the application 
is received. There are quite a few smaller groups and family 
members already together on the Wall.  
 The Administrator 
    WO Warren 
    PO Box 7115  
    Naval Post Office  
    Nowra Hill    2540 
    Ian.warren@defence.gov.au 

Anzac Day up North 

  

                        
 

 

New or alterations of email addresses : 
 
‘Tas’ Browning :-           tasarb10@bigpond.com  
‘Skinhead’ Kelson :-       anngre@iinet.net.au  

     Bob McBride checks out Des Kelly and his lunch 

Bill Barlow - Happy Clark - Swampy Marsh 

Mick Blair, Dulcie Blair, Barbara Murrell, Val Strahan, 
Jann Williamson, Aileen Kelly and Gwen Powell. 

mailto:tasarb10@bigpond.com
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             FAA Association contact details 
 
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 
President : CDRE  D Farthing  DSC  RAN  (Ret’d) -   
 (02)  48723237                         50 Railway Terrace, Willow Vale, Mittagong ,NSW. 2575 
                                                         email : pennyfarthing11@bigpond.com.au 
 
Secretary : Mr Dick Martin -            PO Box 7115, Naval PO, Nowra.  2540                   
(02) 44225860                                    email : rfmartin@tadaust.org.au 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
President : Mr Winston James -      19 Hilarion Rd, Duncraig , WA. 6023 
(08) 94477727                                    email : winstonj@bigpond.net.au 
 
Secretary : Mr Keith Taylor-           26 Hefron St, Mount Helena, WA. 6082 
(08) 95721487   0409 913252            email :   ktt59345@bigpond.net.au 
 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
President : Mr Leon Coppins-         email : amwild@intermode.on.net 
 
 
VICTORIA 
President : Mr Ron Christie-          15 Bianca Court , Rowville, Vic.  3178                   
(03) 9764 5542                                   email : seafury1@bigpond.net.au 
 
Secretary : Mr Peter Barnes-         286 Ormond Road , NarreWarren South ,Vic .3805                                                        
(03) 97056669              email : hellosailor@primus.com.au 
 
TASMANIA 
President / Treas : Mr Avelon (Tas) Browning -  8 Addison St, Devonport, Tas 7310 
(03) 64246314                                    email :  tasarb10@bigpond.com 
                              
Secretary :  :  Mr Garry Sommer-   14 Emma St , West Launceston, Tas.  7250  

               email: gsommer@bigpond.net.au 

 
 
QUEENSLAND 
President : Mr Barry Lister -           3 Royal Close ,Regatta Pk,  Wurtulla, Qld. 4575        
(07) 54934386                           email : blister@caloundra.net 
 
Secretary : Mr Trevor Tite -            37 Miles St ,Caboolture ,Qld. 4510 
(07) 54993809                                   email : trevlor@tadaust.org.au 
 
 
NEW SOUTH WALES 
President : Mr Greg Wise -             4 Bindaree St, Greenwell Point, NSW. 2540 
(02)  44471602                                   email : gregwise@pacific.net.au 
 
Secretary : Mr Mike Heneghan–     98 Suncrest Ave ,Sussex Inlet, NSW. 2540 
(02) 44412901                                   email : mheneghan1@sctelco.net.au 
 
ACT 
President : Mr Geoff  Ledger-        58 Wilkens St, Mawson, ACT.  2607 
 (02) 6286 1140                                  email : chadled@webone.com.au 
 
Secretary : Mr Bruce Tunnah-        53 Enid Lorimer Cct, Chisholm, , ACT. 2608 
0414 308852                                      email : Bruce_Tunnah@optusnet.com.au 
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A LAST FAREWELL 

 

The Association records with regret the deaths of 
the following members, shipmates and  friends:  

 

Lionel Trevor Leggett : April 2010 

Harry L Philistan : 14th May 2010 

Ken King : 27th June 2010 

 

 

 

 

A good Lawyer's story 

 
An American lawyer purchased a box of very rare and 
expensive cigars. 
He insured them against, amongst other things, fire ! 
Within the month he smoked the entire stock pile of his 
cigars and having net yet even made his first premium payment 
on the policy, he filed a claim against the insurance company. 
 
His claim stated that the cigars were lost "in a small series of 
fires". The insurance company declined to pay on the basis that 
the lawyer had consumed the cigars in the normal fashion. 
The lawyer sued and won. 
The judge stated that there was a policy from the company 
which had warranted that the cigars were insurable and also 
guaranteed that it would insure them against fire. 
The policy did not define what was considered to be an 
unacceptable fire and was therefore obliged to pay the claim. 
 
The insurance company paid $15000 for the loss of the cigars 
in the fires. 
 
At the conclusion of the case the cheque for $15000 was cashed 
and the insurance company took action. 
It claimed there was a case of arson and had the lawyer arrest-
ed on 24 counts of arson with his own insurance claim and testi-
mony from his case being used against him. 
 
This time the lawyer was convicted of intentionally burning 
his insured property and was sentenced to 24 months in jail 
and a $24000 fine !! 
 
This is alleged to be a true story.......could we call it 
a "backfire" ??? 
 
Don McLaren 

mailto:ktt59345@bigpond.net.au
mailto:seafury1@bigpond.net.au
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