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  It is a great honour and privilege to pen this foreword and pass on my thoughts after recently taking over as the National President 

of the Fleet Air Arm Association. In doing so, I acknowledge the great work of my predecessor David Farthing and his hard working 

executive. Thanks .  Thanks to their efforts, the association continues to grow and remains relevant in the harsh world of the GFC, and 

now the Strategic Reform Program. (SRP). 

David and his committee coordinated and organized an outstanding 60th FAA reunion weekend and we can all look forward to another 

big gathering at our 65th reunion. The Association has also worked very closely with the FAA Museum and the Historic Flight in devel-

oping a way ahead for the survival of the Historic Flight in these tough financial times. This has resulted in a partnership with an organi-

zation based in Wollongong, called HARS, Historic Aircraft Restoration Society. By utilising HARS strategic vision, fund raising ability 

and expertise in looking after valuable historic aircraft, we should see some of our historic flight aircraft flying or taxiing again in the 

near future. The relationship with HARS, the museum and Navy will hopefully see the addition of two to three small hangers being built 

adjacent to the museum to house all the RAN Historic Flight aircraft and associated assets when the current hanger is demolished as 

part of the Albatross redevelopment plan. We will keep all former and current FAA personnel updated on these important issues. 

 

  My personal goal is to make the Association more relevant to the current generation of Naval Aviation personnel as well as 

strengthening relationships with former FAA members. One way we are endeavoring to do this is to engage with organisations in-

volved in contemporary ADF aviation and other relevant Defence issues. We have the opportunity to become an associate member of 

the Williams Foundation which is an independent research organization promoting the implementation of national security and defence 

policies as they impact on Australia’s ability to generate air power. This will be a great forum to be able to inform members of what is 

happening in the broader ADF and the likely ramifications for Naval Aviation. I am attending the first board meeting as this edition of 

Slipstream goes to press. I will provide more details next edition. 

 

  Over the last two years I have worked closely with the renewal of the ACT division and I applaud the enthusiasm of the team that 

pushed for this to occur. Well done guys, and I trust you will go from strength to strength. Finally, can I please take over from where 

David finished, in respectfully seeking any current or former naval aviation personnel, who are not current members, to consider joining 

the FAA of A through your division secretary now? I seek the support of the current membership to spread the word and encourage 

former shipmates to join up. I will endeavor to grow the Association membership, and to do that, we also need serving members to join 

their retired shipmates to become part of the larger FAA family. I have the support of the new Commander FAA CDRE Laver and will 

talk to the squadrons about the Association in the first half of 2011. 

I take this opportunity to wish you all a very merry Christmas and a healthy and safe New Year. Until 2011, fly safe and drive safe. 

                                                  

                                                              Geoff Ledger 

  FOREWORD 
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 Front cover :   

 
  Some early arrivals resting in readiness for the Remem-
brance Day Service at the Memorial Garden at the Fleet Air Arm 
Museum. Our Patron, Toz Dadswell, Ian Ferguson, Neil Ralph 
and Greg Wise among some of the Association Representa-
tives.  Thanks to the National Treasurer (Denis Mulvihill) for the 
photographic skills.       

 
    

   Deadline for articles for next        
    edition is 11th March 2011.  

 

G.A. LEDGER DSC, AM, RAN (Ret) 
 

Geoffrey Ledger joined the RAN in 1972, after completing No 85 Pilot's Course with the RAAF and Helicopter Conversion train-
ing; he was posted to 723 Squadron at HMAS ALBATROSS. 
 
He undertook operational flying training in Wessex helicopters.  This preceded a posting to 817 squadron where he flew front line ASW 
Wessex and was involved in the clean-up operation in Darwin after Cyclone Tracy. 

 
In June 1976 he was selected for Helicopter Instructors Course in the United Kingdom.  Instructional duties followed with 5 

Squadron at RAAF Fairbairn.  In May 1978 he was posted to the United Nations Emergency Force based in Ismalia, Egypt, where he 
flew Air Force helicopters in support of the peacekeeping forces on the ground 
 

Geoff experienced service with the Republic of Singapore Air Force during 1982 to mid 1984, instructing basic and advanced 
students on the Iroquois and Squirrel helicopters.  His flying skills were thoroughly put to the test in January 1983 during the Sentosa 
Cable Car disaster in which eight people died.  The then Lieutenant Ledger led the rescue operation to save 14 people and was subse-
quently awarded the Silver Commendation Medal by the Singapore Government. 
 

On returning to Australia he was posted to 723 Squadron as the Training Officer/Senior Pilot and Chief Pilot Examiner. This 
was followed by a posting to Navy Office in 1986 to the Directorate of Officers Postings.  Promotion to Commander in 1988 involved a 
posting as the Executive Officer and Training Commander at the RAN Naval College HMAS CRESWELL. 
 

In 1991, Geoff returned to HMAS ALBATROSS as Commander Air and a posting as the Executive Officer at the Naval Air Station 
closely followed. Geoff returned to Canberra in December 1993.  He completed the Joint Services Staff College in 1994, prior to taking 
up a position as Deputy Director of Naval Programs. He was selected for promotion to Captain in July 1996 and took up the position as 
Deputy Commandant at the Australian Defence Force Academy in December 1996.  In December 1998 he was posted as the Director 
of Personnel Policy for the ADF and in 2000 completed the Australian Defence College gaining a Graduate Diploma in Strategic Stud-
ies. Geoff was then posted as a Deputy Director of the Aviation Capability Improvement Team in 2001 working for the Chief of Air 
Force and was promoted to Commodore in November 2002 prior to taking over as the Commander Australian Naval Aviation Group 
based in Nowra, NSW.  

 
In May 2005, Geoff took up the position of Commander Joint Task Force 633 based in Baghdad, Iraq, for a six-month rotation. He 

was awarded an AM in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List in 2005 for his role in developing ACIT and as the Aviation FEG Command-
er. He took up a posting as Chief of Staff to the Inspector General ADF based in Canberra in Feb 2006. In the 2007 Australia Day Hon-
ours List he was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for his command and leadership of the Australian Forces in the Middle East. 
Geoff is now working in defence industry with Australian Aerospace as the Defence and Commercial Business and Civil Flying Safety 
Manager based in Canberra, ACT. 
 
 Geoff is married to Bethany. They have three sons. Despite being a busy father of three, he is also a keen sportsman enjoy-
ing golf, tennis, cycling as well as involvement at all levels of AFL.  Geoff has maintained flying currency on rotary wing aircraft and is 

also involved with Legacy, RSL and the Fleet Air Arm Association..  
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Looking at 692 with a magnifying glass it appears to be fitted 
with a tail skid. As I recall we had no trouble taxying, and used 
the runways for take off so assume the Nowra aircraft had the 
tail wheel mod and is most likely the one in the lower photo; all a 
bit of a guess as it is some 56 years ago! 
 
Whilst on the subject of the Nowra Lighties, I also flew the Aus-
ters a few times, even took one into Mascot; wouldn't get away 
with that nowadays. 
 
I flew 207 nine times on ops during our time in Korea, and an 
acceptance flight and compass swing on its replacement at 
RAAF Iwakuni in Japan after Ruth. The RN provided us with 
replacement aircraft as we had no spares of our own in country. 
Unfortunately I fell in with some RAF Sunderland crews the night 
before and was not at my best doing the pre-flight. Determined 
to impress the RAAF, my entry into the circuit was a little faster 
than it should have been requiring a second go to get down to 
circuit speed. On stepping out of the aircraft, to my horror I saw 
that the fuselage slinging bolt was still in situ; fortunately it hadn't 
fallen out during my display of aerial mastery to the RAAF. Old 
Firefly hands will recall that the fuselage slinging bolt was pretty 
big and went through a tube in the fuselage and projected out 
each side. Looking back on it afterwards, the wings were folded 
during the pre flight which is a poor, but understandable excuse. 
 
The finale to the trip back to Kure by rail was a stop off at Hiro-
shima to see the city which was still essentially as it was the 
morning after the bomb. The two Observers (names escape me) 
and myself were in uniform because we were technically still at 
war with Japan, even so we were invited into a mean little eating 
house and royally entertained by those present. 
 
If I could be permitted a final word, I read Alan Cordell's article 
with interest. I was the SP of 724 when he was the CO. At times 
it wasn't easy as I'm certain he would now agree. I most certain-
ly agree with his comment about (some) graduates from the 
College! Alan was an above average  pilot and we both recall 
the occasion when I did his instrument rating assessment and 
he suffered an inverter failure half way down the glide slope. 
Didn't faze him; went straight on to limited panel and didn't miss 
a beat.  
 
Regards, 
 
 Norman Lee 
 
 
  ********************                                     ******************** 
ED,  
A correction to Paul Ham's medal count. 
  

Lieutenant Commander Rowley Waddell-Wood, OIC RAN De-
tachment 9 Squadron RAAF was awarded the DFC.  
                                                                                              Tony Hill 

Editor please 
 
 
Hi Greg, Could you place the following note in your next issue 
please. 
  
An article on the RANHFV 67-71 has appeared in the United 
States publication Military History Quarterly. A copy of the issue 
may be obtained from Robert Ray $10 including postage. 
r2bray@bigpond.com 
  
     Thanks for all your work with the FAAAA and enjoy the       
Christmas Season,  
regards  
Bob Ray 
 
      *********************                                   ****************** 
 
Dear Ed, 
                The arrangements for Kapyong Day continues to 
evolve with funding coming forward for the event, may I remind 
those with the view of attending to mail their registrations as 
soon as possible, as this will enable us here to place whereas 
appropriate there is also a civic reception arranged for the 
Thursday the 21/4/2011, again getting registrations in ASAP will 
help get detail of this to those attending, and this is being done 
by the Launceston City Council. 
 
Any queries please contact me by email and or Phone. 
tasarb10@bigpond.com 
0364246314  
Mob. 0417124655 
 
Kind regards  
 
Tas Browning 
 
           ***************                                       *************** 
 
  Dear Ed, 
I read the latest edition of Slipstream with great interest, particu-
larly Terry Hetherington's request for info on the RAN Tiger 
Moths; and to see a photo of my old aircraft, 207 the morning 
after Typhoon Ruth. 
 
I flew one of the Tigers at Nowra a couple of times in late 1954, 
on the 1st and 6th of December. Unfortunately I didn't record the 
serial number, must have meant to fill that bit in later but never 
got round to it; pity! On the second trip I took Bill Caws up for 
some aeros; you may recall he was the AEO  who drowned 
some time later.  

mailto:r2bray@bigpond.com
mailto:tasarb10@bigpond.com


5 

                                   Slipstream 

Ed, 
   I  rang you to get the contact details for John Currie 
recently. On talking to him I asked him if he had a copy of 
this 805 Squadron photo taken about May/June 1952 with 
LT Cdr Brown as CO, who replaced Lt Cdr Hair??  who 
was killed in a major crash  in a Seafury at Nowra. 
He remembered the photo being taken outside the Control 
Tower but did not have a copy.(I sent this one to him)  
We embarked in Sydney with both 816 and 817 squad-
rons  7 Aug 1952 to the Montebello Islands for the first 
atom bomb test explosion. 

 
In view of this I do not remember seeing it in any SLIP-
STREAM copy. 

 
I was twenty at this time as an REM sitting on the Port 
Mainplane the third from the wing tip, Joe Mumford was 
the smallest in the squadron in height and is sitting on the 
engine. He was an REM on loan from the RN. 

 
There are a lot of faces I can put names to if you are go-
ing to print it, and I am sure others would remember being 
in this photo. 
Will be pleased to hear from you in due course. 
  
kind regards 
Jack Duperouzel. 
I paid off in Nov 1960 as a Chief Radio Electrician (Air). 

Ed, 
 Re the article in last edition of Slipstream- Sandakan Day . 
 
  I also did this  to commemorate the loss of an Uncle. My wife 
& I did all the tours as mentioned and laid a wreath towards the 
end of the service. We looked at this as part of history. You can-
not change things. The most moving part as usual was 'The Last 
Post'. 
After laying a wreath the Governor General launched a book by 
Lynette Silver called 'Blood Brothers' this features Malayans who 
in turn helped with resistance and aiding many of 2434 Australi-
ans (only 6 survived) many English & Indians perished also. 
  
Very moving service then on to Labuan Island to the war 
graves. My Uncle has no known grave only a name on column 
28. I do not remember my uncle as I was 7 years when he died 
of malaria, according to the records. 
  
We did get to say a few words to the Governor General, as we 
were speaking along comes one of our group a 94 year old dig-
ger (the other two were 84 & 88).  He comes along with his 
wheely walker and the first thing he says to the G-G is 'Hello 
Love' and then asks her if she can cook as he is on his own. 
She replied that she could & he then asked her if she could cook 
a lamb roast. 
When she said yes he invited her to come and cook one for him. 
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The 84 year old Major Harold Andrew (Retd) was 1st Reader. 
He had a distinguished Army career 6 Australian Infantry Battal-
ion Melbourne Army Band the 88 year old was in a force who 
came to Tarakan to help with an evacuation which never eventu-
ated. It was a privilege to be part of this tour group. 
  
Next year a combined tour Sandakan for Memorial Day 15th 
August & Vietnam Veterans Day 18th August. 10 days & 14 
days respectively if  
interested please feel free to contact me at the address below.  
                                                                                                       
    John Wilson. Ex FAA. 
  
 Contact gj41wilson@primusonline.com.au 

Herbie Becker was a friend and one of the pilots of 724 Squad-
ron when I was the CO. As my log book shows he signed me off 
on Gannets in which I put quite a few hours, but as I was basi-
cally a fighter trained pilot, to me Gannet flying was just good 
fun.  Please send me his nephew's address. 
 
Re Guild of Pilots etc.  There you have  good examples of bi 
polar people. 
 
Re Brian Farthing's love story I add that together with Jude, 
Seed, Champ, Wyatt, Powell and others we were the first group 
of RAN  pilots the Observers met up with at RAF Leeming, to 
train as All Weather Fighter crews. My Observer was Steve Wil-
son with whom there was a mutual regard over many hours in 
the air. 
 
We formed the new 808 Squadron under George Jude, although 
why Gavin Kable, the senior Observer was not made CO I do 
not know! .- Tradition, perhaps. 
 
The Squadron photo on page 19 should be easily identified.  I 
think I see myself and others wearing Korean War medals- 
 
 Best wishes,  
        Alan Cordell  

Ed, , 
  As an avid reader of Slipstream since its earliest days I 
would like to make you and your intimates aware of the MD con-
dition, which is common to all living creatures and shows itself in 
man as I have described. 
  
Their are plenty of exampled in the Navy past and present. They 
are often charming but always looking to opportunities for ad-
vancement. Graduates form the RAN College abound with the 
condition. We are risk takers which as the Captain of a ship, can 
be disastrous as records show. Also usually courageous as rec-
ords also show. 
 
The genes are concentrated in many of us and of course our 
particular background and personality plays a part in the way we 
almost instinctively behave. 
You probably know about me from Dadswell and others and you 
may have read my very good friend, Peter Cabban's book, 
where he incorrectly labels me schizophrenic 
 
So please read what I have forwarded and relate it to your own 
experiences. 
 
As regards your latest editorial work, here are some appro com-

Ed, 
   Please find enclosed a photo of a group of smart young 
fellows who took part in the 25th Anniversary of the Korean War 
ceasefire that was held at Grafton on the 25th July. 

From the left they are Frank Donnelly, Kevin HAWKINS, Brian 

Ed, 
in my last article to Slipstream (WA report )the names of 
the three holding the unframed print are incorrect. 
They should be Brian Poole; John Selsmark and Winston 
James. 
Could you give me David Farthing's e-mail address mine is 
bouncing.     Yours Aye,            Keith Taylor 

mailto:gj41wilson@primusonline.com.au
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Ed, 
 On page 19 of Slipstream Number 2 of 2010 there was a pic-
ture of a squadron group and readers were invited to identify the 
shot.   On page 9 of the following issue of Slipstream Matt (Jake) 
Jacobs' letter identified the photo as the formation of 724 Squad-
ron on 1 June 1955.  Above is another photo of the squadron 
that I think was taken early in 1955 or 1956.  Some of the names 
mentioned by Jake are also in this photo and I also notice Chief 
"Happy" Clarke in the front row.  I'm in the photo on the right 
hand end of the top row. I was a Handler employed as the 
squadron Staff Officer Writer because I had typing skills from my 
pre-Navy days in the Post Office. 
 
Cheers 
 
Peter (Buncha) Keys  

Also, the tent like structures on the Flight deck are the covers for 
the  Steam Catapult Track which incidentally, was the first to be 
fitted to an operational ship.  
It is assumed that the Angled Flight deck was in place, as it is 
necessary for the calculations to be correct.  
 
On commissioning, MELBOURNE was the first operational Car-
rier to have the "new" innovations built in (Angled Deck..Steam 
Catapult and Mirror Landing Aid).  
 
This is not factually correct, as trials were conducted by the Jap-
anese Navy in the Light Carrier HOSHO during the 1920s, using 
a system of mirrors which gave the effect needed. 
 
 The U S Navy had drawn up plans for an Angled Flight Deck 
Cruiser in the 1930s but abandoned the idea when the Carriers 
LEXINGTON and SARATOGA were put into service. In effect, 
the only new item was the Steam Catapult. 
  
The Commercial !!!! You can read all about it in my book 
"Australian Aircraft Carriers". 
  
contact me for details.  
 
Ph 02 9560 5985  
 email vrfazio@optusnet.com.au) 
 
I hope this covers the question. 
Cheers, 
 
Vince Fazio  

  
Ed, 
 I noted the photo of MELBOURNE looking quite unstable 
(page 30).This picture was taken at Barrow in Furness when the 
ship was being modernised and fitted with the latest gadgetry 
prior to commissioning. 
  
The reason that the ship is lying at an alarming angle, is be-
cause "Heeling" trials were being conducted in order to establish 
her stability. The vessel is heeled both to Port and Starboard to 
allow the Dockyard staff to carry out the necessary calculations 
to ensure that she will be a stable platform under whatever sea 
states she is likely to encounter during her service life. 

mailto:vrfazio@optusnet.com.au
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Dear Caroline Overington, 
 
  Noting that you are the gossip writer for Monday's Australian, 
who sometimes write non gossip, I drafted a letter suggesting 
the PM would find it hard to sell her unmarried state to our north-
ern neighbours who being Muslims, have fixed ideas about 
women and sex.  
Also I thought that the growing number of Christian fundamental-
ist voters may query the merits of the PM's partner occupying 
with her, the Lodge and Kirribilli House. To Bob Brown - a friend 
from his doctoring days in Tasmania - that is understandably no 
problem. Bob by the way is (to my mind) an example of one with 
those creative genes he shares with his good intentioned fellow 
Green Senators, some of whom lack insight - which is not 
a common trait with those blessed with the bipolar condi-
tion.  Rather it seems that MD people like myself, often are so 
tunnelled in their outlook, they become fervent and thus more 
able to reach the top of their job, as I wrote in my previous email 
to you. 
 
Now in distress after watching SBS INSIGHT program tonight I 
have changed my tack. 
 
I refer you to the last two paras of my July 20 email in which I 
bemoaned the fact that unmediated MD sufferers will commit 
suicide given stresses other people may withstand. I  now repeat 
that I am impelled to spread the word that MD  is a "condition 
which we creative humans and other creatures enjoy." 
To hear those ignorant know nothing politicians say how much 
this one and that one would give to benefit mental health, made 
me nearly spew. Thankfully Misters Buchanan. Ogden and Glen 
were given a say as was Mrs Goddard. 
 
They say it takes a simple man to tell a simple tale, but why 
must this simple soul have to continually state the obvious. Look 
you pollies at your own! How about our lovely Paula Wreidt and 
the front bench senator who also tried to do away with himself. 
And artists and actors and writers - so many of the tops are MD 
and sadly some kill themselves.  So do farmers under stress and 
in today's stressful times, there will be many more suicides. We 
have wonderful voluntary bodies like ARAFMI and LIFELINE 
who do much much more than many well meaning bureaucrats 
and politicians can possibly do -  unless they have personally 
experienced the ups and horrific downs of Manic Depression. 
I tell you it runs in families. So if leaders are serious about sui-
cide then look at families. Here in Lilydale some affected family 
members commit suicide - one after the other!   
 
I have it on both sides - my gggranfather died in Ararat Lunatic 
Asylum in 1868 after a successful career as a sea pilot. A great 
aunt hanged herself in 1906 - the wife and mother of 3 children 
who for reasons unknown to her closest, could no longer hack 
the pain of depression. 
As for myself I had a good career as a pilot in the FAA, but got 
horribly high then terribly low, requiring many doses of shock 
treatment. Subsequently after discharge labelled with Manic  

Depressive Psychosis, I had many ups and downs which made 
me difficult to live with - and I tried to commit suicide 
once!. Fortunately, partly because of service during the Korean 
War, I have a pension and a gold card and so can afford the 
many dollars that have gone to my treatments. Now under ap-
propriate medication and regular visits to a psychiatrist, I run my 
own business which augers well for the future. I am extraordinar-
ily fortunate and feel deeply for my fellows who struggle with 
only minimal help. 
 
Regarding Korea, I note that South Koreans experience many 
suicides. That to me is understandable.  They are high achievers 
with high expectations of themselves. When things go wrong, 
some just get so depressed, they kill themselves!  With the luck 
of the draw, I may go to Korea this year at the invitation of a very 
polite and grateful Nation headed by President Kim.  GWWP I 
may have the opportunity of telling them they are fortunate to 
have in their midst so many manic depressives! 
Yours sincerely,   
Alan Cordell. 

Ed, 
   Thanks for another fine edition of ‘Slipstream’. 
 
On page 30, ‘Slipstream’ Vol 21, No.3, 2010, is a photograph 
from Derek Byrnes featuring, HMAS Melbourne, which appears 
to be doing heeling trials. Derek asks ‘does anyone recognise 
the wharf’? 
According to the Vickers Photographic Archive, the photograph 
shows HMAS Melbourne at Buccleuch Dock, Barrow-in-Furness, 
circa 1955.  
Trusting this assists. 
Cheers, 
                 Kim Dunstan 

Finding a doctor online 

Knowing where your nearest GP or pharmacist is located 
can offer peace of mind for those travelling around Aus-
tralia. The Royal Australian College of General Practition-
ers (RACGP) and the Pharmacy Guild of Australia (PGA) 
can assist provide online services which may assist you in 
locating appropriate health professional care.  
If you’re looking for a GP the RACGP have an online tool 
that can help you locate your nearest practice.  Using the 
‘Find a practice tool’, you can locate details of your local 
practice by entering your postcode or suburb and have 
the results displayed on a Google Map.  
To locate your nearest GP, http://www.racgp.org.au/
findapractice 
 
Perhaps you need a pharmacist that can help you man-
age your asthma, cholesterol problems or to provide mo-
bility equipment.  The PGA offer an online Find a pharma-
cy tool which can help you find a pharmacy offering a 
range of services, trading hours and even languages spo-
ken. To locate a suitable pharmacy for your needs , http://
www.findapharmacy.com.au. 
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New LHD’s 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Major Statistics 

 Length Overall 230.82m 

 Moulded Beam 32.00m 

 Beam Waterline 29.50m 

 Flight Deck height 27.50m 

 Draft at Full Load Displacement 7.08m 

 Full Load Displacement 27,500 tonnes 

The LHD utilises an electric drive system similar to that used by 
major cruise companies such as Cunard. The propulsion/

generating plant includes the following main elements: 

 One gas turbine (LM 2500) turbo generator of 19,160kW 

 Two MAN 16V32/40 diesel generators of 7,448 kW each 

 Two Siemens azimuth POD units of 11.0 MW each fitted 

with two propellers of approx 4.5m diameter 

 Two bow thrusters of 1,500kW each 
One Progener-Mitsubishi S16MPTA emergency diesel generator 
of 1,350kW 

they have trouble in getting new members.  
I was surprised to find there was no branch in Cornwall after all 
the biggest air base; (Culdrose) is down there as some of us that 
went there in 55/56 will remember.   
I also visited Culdrose, I had a hat  tour of the Base courtesy the 
Public Relations Officer. No pound block any more. And you 
don’t have to cross the road to get to the airfield, or you do but 
by a fly- over. 
Culdrose is now all helicopters, 12 squadrons of them. I also 
visited Helson and had a look in the Bell pub and the Angel. The 
Angel is no longer a pub as we new it in 1955, it is now an up-
market hotel and owned by an ex CPO radio mech;  besides a 
half dozen more in England. We had a beer with him and talked 
about those early days in Helston.  
During our stay in England we also visited the FAA museum at 
Yeovil ton . 
  

 
 

 
 
        Yours 
               Ray Murrell 

Ed, 
  Hi Just a bit of a run down on a trip to U.K. MYSELF and 
Barbara have just returned from. 
 I arranged to meet up with some members of the R.N. FAAA at 
Gloucester.  I presented them with some copies of our magazine 
and in return they presented me with a R.N. banner of there 
Gloucester branch.  
Talking to them over a few drinks on a cold windy day I got the 
impression they are not a very strong organisation in England. 
There meetings usually mean about 10 members and like us  

Club area 

Exchange of Memorabilia 

 As it will look 

As it is  now 
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Boat Aground at Brooms Head 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 THE maiden voyage for the new owner of the 40-foot cruiser 
Kios ended in chaos when it ran aground at Brooms Head 
Beach on Sunday night. The vessel’s owner, who would only 
give his name as George, said disaster struck when a new GPS 
unit failed and he and a mate, who was making the journey 
home to Sydney with him, scrambled to determine their location. 
 
George, who immigrated to Australia from Romania 36 years 
ago, said he bought the $42,500 boat on Saturday from Queens-
land’s Bribie Island and was planning to spend the night onboard 
moored on the Clarence River.“Our GPS broke down around six 
o’clock last night and by the time we looked at a map we could-
n’t work out where we were. Then we saw the light at Brooms 
Head and were under the impression that the entrance to the 
river was there,” George said yesterday. 
 
General duties police and officers from Coffs Harbour Water 
Police, along with Yamba’s NSW Maritime senior boating safety 
officer John Rowe, attended the scene yesterday, where the 
beached vessel sat in the breakers with a hole in the bow. Mr 
Rowe said the Maritime Authority would work with water police 
to determine how the incident happened.“Until we finish our in-
vestigations it is hard to say whether any penalties would be 
enforced,” he said. Mr Rowe said he hoped the vessel would 
only remain on the beach for a couple of days. 
A NSW Maritime spokesperson said the threat of pollution from 
the boat was minimal. 
 
After being notified of the incident by the water police, the boat’s 
former owner called The Daily Examiner yesterday revealing 
some interesting details about his former pride and joy. 
He said the 40-foot timber and fibreglass cruiser was built in 
1974 and served as the Admiral’s launch on aircraft carrier 
HMAS Melbourne until it was decommissioned in 1982.A navy 
officer then owned the boat until it was bought by its former own-
er, who did not want to be named, in 2005. 
He said George took possession of the boat on Saturday morn-
ing. 

Ed, 
     A little nostalgia comes to life when one tidies up old 
photos. 
  

          Chief Petty Officer’s Mess Committee 1973 
 
L to R: 
    Social Secretary- Dick Hinkfiss  (ERA), President - Doug 
Sutherland  (ATA), Treasurer - Eric Oakley  (WTR), Committee-
man - John Green  (AH), Committeeman - Derek Robson 
(SHWRT), Secretary - Tony Webber  (Bandmaster), Committee-
man - Bob Willis  (MECH) 

 
 Ed, 
   
You had two queries in the last magazine,. 
Tiger Moth A17-692 was one of three transferred to the RAN 
after the War. It joined the RAN in 1954 and served for three 
years. During this time it appeared to have a yellow rudder and 
nose ( see photo). 
 

  
These aircraft were used for basic aircrew training at RAAF 
Uranquinty and the three transferred to the Navy were used for 
general flying duties at HMAS Albatross, this included glider 
launching. 
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 The answer to the other one, I have no doubt you got plenty of 
replies but in case - It is HMAS Melbourne under going heeling 
trials in UK in 1955 prior to her commissioning by Lady White 
(wife of the Australian High Commissioner) on 28th October 
1955. 
 
 Jim McGarvie 
     Ex POAF   “Albatross”  1954 - 1958 

is back at work as a nurse where they get to spend nearly seven 
hours a shift on their feet.  I then asked her who had done it for 
her and she said, all puffed with pride, “Dr Rudder”.  I felt vindi-
cated. 
 
In the seventy six years that I have had my poor old knees, I 
suppose I have heaped a great deal of abuse upon the damned 
things and I had finally worn them out.  So much that we do in 
our busy lives is directed at or though, those poor old shock ab-
sorbers.  Let’s begin with crawling (and it does).  Crawling can 
be excruciating and believe you me, it gets harder as an old 
man. Sometimes you get to pick the surface – sometimes you 
don’t (usually alcohol related) and even the tiniest article can 
give you all kinds of problems when embedded in old flesh.  
Glass is particularly nasty on your knees.  Oh, and screws!  
Even the tiniest ones can hurt you.  And let’s not forget earring 
parts.  They are usually accompanied by that very short, sharp 
religious phrase that’s guaranteed not to count on your plus 
side. 
 
But these are a long way from being the only causes of abuse 
being heaped upon the long suffering knee joint.  Take my game 
of golf, for instance. Please!  I mean, please take my game of 
golf from me and – well, that’s a whole other story.  Let’s put it 
this way – if you saw my golf game, you’d wonder why I ever 
bought a house on a golf course! 
          
Seriously though, what is required of a long-suffering knee joint 
when one goes through the motions of hitting a great shot (hey, 
it happens) is guaranteed to get you on the trail of joining that 
great fraternity, the Knee Zips.  Eventually anyway, if nothing 
traumatic pops up along the way. 
 
We have a great “tram track fraternity” in Hot Springs Village, 
Arkansas.  Summertime golf is when you get to notice them 
most.  Great scars with rows of what used to be stitches or sta-
ples, waiting proudly for the conversation to come round to 
them.  And it usually does during the “after game drink”.  “When 
did you get yours done”?  Did you only get one done”?  “Is the 
other one OK or will you need to go through it all again”?  
“Who’s doing it”?  “Where, Little Rock or Hot Springs”?  “I see 
you’re hobbling a bit, let me give you some advice”, and so it 
goes on.  It was with some surprise that I found myself being 
drawn into those conversations over the last few seasons.   
 
It was natural and progressive and invaluable to me.  Many were 
the answers, some quite revealing, some spoken with rancor, 
some with great satisfaction: “Yeah, had mine done last Janu-
ary, now I’ve got to go through it all again for the other one”; “I 
had them both done at once, smartest decision I ever made”; 
“had mine done in Little Rock, don’t go that route”; “had mine 
done in Hot Springs, don’t go that route”; “I swear by my doctor”; 
“I wouldn’t wish my doctor on my enemies” and so on, you get 
the picture.  But all in all, it seems to be one of the most com-
mon surgeries among the “Oldies” of the Village, male or female.  
And now I am in that “Fraternity”. 

Total Knee Replacement – My Date with Des-Two- Knee 
 
Any number of people were more than happy to tell me, straight 
to my face – or at least intimate to me – just how dumb it was, 
deciding to have both knees replaced at the same time.  Happi-
ly, for my peace of mind, there were just as many who came 
down on my side and agreed with me that “twice the pain, dou-
ble the gain, half the time” was well worth it. 
 
In fact, having just come awake after the surgery on October 25, 
I was greeted by this deep, southern accent claiming that she 
“just wanted to meet this other brave boy”.  The only snappy 
comeback I had at that time was the great old Arkansas 
standby, “HUH”?   
 
For those of you not Southerners, it’s sort of pronounced 
“Hooorhh” (rhymes with whore) and is quite prolonged.  I think 
that it’s length it proportionate to the length of time the “listener” 
needs to figure out what he or she actually heard.  In my experi-
ence, I have found that very few of them have missed any of the 
words coming to them, it’s just an annoying habit to make the 
other person say it again. 
 
But in my particular case, I just never had a clue about what she 
had said to me.  She took one look at the dumb expression on 
my face and said, “Oh, I’m sorry” and I thought for a moment 
she was that woman who comes on the line to tell you that you 
have just stuffed up a simple phone call by not putting a One or 
Zero or whatever, but she cleared it all up by saying, “Hi, my 
name is Kim and I’ll be one of your nurses.  I just wanted to tell 
you that, last April, I had both my knees replaced at the same 
time and I reckon you’re a smart one”.  Last April?  And here she  
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Of course, there are any number of guys still limping around 
after the replacement surgery.  Now and then you’ll hear some-
thing like, “Sorry man, not the best move I ever made”, but it is 
usually the fault of the patient or of some major damage to the 
knee that required the surgery like, perhaps, a motorcycle crash, 
or similar.  Patient’s fault, I hear you ask?  That’s right.  If the 
patient does not follow up with all the therapy available as reha-
bilitation, then he’ll never get the flex or extension necessary to 
avoid limping or dragging or just plain old whining about the op-
eration that didn’t work.  You don’t put in the work, sorry, you 
lose. 
 
But I digress.  Let me take you back to October 25, 2010.  My 
dear friend (a guy who doesn’t do mornings I have to tell you) 
was at my house at 5:20 AM and had me in at the Hospital Ad-
min, well before the appointed hour of 6:30.  With all the spare 
time on our hands, we actually had to wait for them.  But, even-
tually, it was my turn and, I was told, I was third in line that morn-
ing. A few goodbyes and some “best wishes”, etc, and I was off.  
Literally!  The very next thing I was aware of, was being in Re-
covery with no clue whatsoever about the proceeding three or so 
hours.  That afternoon was pretty much a blur.  I do clearly recall 
my surgeon standing in the doorway and saying, “they were a 
mess man.  But now they are all fixed up”.  I asked him which 
one had been in the worst condition and he said, “The right one 
was the worst but the left one gave me more trouble”.  I didn’t 
pursue that line.  I also recall fielding a phone call from my 
daughter in Australia.          
 
I was so doped up that I made no sense of anything I was say-
ing but she was relieved to know it was all over and I was al-
ready on the mend.  I believe I had several other calls, some 
also from Australia but most of the 24 hours following the sur-
gery is so fogged out due to the epidural they gave me prior to 
going under the knife.  I mean, I didn’t feel a thing! 
 
By Wednesday morning I had some sensation in my right foot 
and most of the leg kinda wanted to “follow along”.  The Physio 
Therapy guy seized on this “break through” and insisted on get-
ting me to my feet.  He wanted me standing on both feet so he 
could then, with help, transfer me to a chair beside the bed.  
Yeah, right! 
 
The epidural had yet to release its clutches on my left leg.  
There was absolutely no feeling, whatsoever, from my waste to 
the sole of my foot, frozen solid.  My poor, tired old brain went 
into overload trying to get a signal to my toes but nothing was 
going to penetrate that great frozen slab of beef that began at 
my waist. 
 
They brought in a whole bunch of experts, each more qualified 
than the previous, to worry over this frozen wasteland and all 
muttering stuff about “backing off the epidural” or “might have to 
mumble, mumble” and so on.  But, eventually, I began to get 
some feeling down among the toes of my left foot. 

Again, the PT guys pounced and again, they tasted failure.  My 
still frozen left side could not support my weight.  So, after lunch 
(and I use that term merely as an indicator of time) they backed 
off the epidural (just turned down the flow of the joy juice) to 
hasten the thaw of my left side. When I asked how the pain med 
would be affected, I was asked, “Hasn’t anyone told you about 
the pain pump”?  Having told them, no, they then showed me 
this plastic device about eight inches in length, designed to fit 
nicely into your hand and there, right under your thumb, a big 
yellow button.  When the pain hits, push the button, pain goes.  
A simple device.  The button activated the “pain pump” and a 
dollop of “joy juice” was squirted into the appropriate spot.  
Loved the pain pump! 
 
It didn’t take me long to recognize the onset of the pain.  It was a 
pressure building in my right foot, in waves that became closer 
together until, in one blinding moment, the excruciating pain 
arrived.  Hit the pain pump at this time and it took a while before 
the pain was pushed back.  But, recognize the onset of the pain, 
press that button and just lay back, and the pain never even 
arrived.  ‘Pain a comin’  Bring it on! 
 
But eventually my PT guys were satisfied with my progress to 
the point where they got me to stand and then transfer to the 
chair and back to the bed.  It was decided to remove the epidur-
al entirely (and my beloved pain pump) and transfer me to the 
Rehab Ward.        
 
This is where the great God of Serendipity took a hand in pro-
ceedings.  Once they had removed the epidural from my spine, it 
was quite late in the day, around five in fact, on Thursday     
October 28.  They actually asked me if I had a preference.  I 
could either transfer to the Rehab ward as soon as they could 
find someone to wheel me down there or I could stay where I 
was and transfer next morning.  My answer was, “Let’s do it 
now, OK”?  And so, after a while, they found someone and got 
me, bed and all, down to the next level and into the Rehab Unit 
of the hospital. 
 
I was “parked” in a room twice the size of my previous one and 
just left there, facing the door but still whacked out from the 
drugs in my system.  Shortly thereafter I noticed a very tall, very 
attractive blonde lady walk by (Hey I was only in for knee sur-
gery, OK?) and a moment later, she stuck her lovely head into 
the room and said, “Hello, is anyone taking care of you”? 
 
Next thing I knew was that she had taken charge of me and had 
me stripped off and was showering me (my first one since Sun-
day night I have to say).  The upshot of it all was that I spent my 
first night in the Rehab Unit being showered, dried, dressed and 
otherwise pampered by a very beautiful lady.  Way to go. 
 
I fell asleep thinking of that lovely smile and assuring myself that 
I would get to see her again, quite soon.  Next morning though, it 
became apparent that she was not working in the Rehab Unit  
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In the very capable hands of those people in Rehab, Geremy, 
Meghan and one other fellow, I came along in leaps and bounds 
(well, not quite leaps!) and was soon walking all the way into the 
other part of the hospital, up stairs, out on the sidewalk for learn-
ing to manipulate curbs and so on.  And each afternoon, Gere-
my would tuck me into bed and set up both my legs in the Ran-
dom Constant Movement Machines and then I would drift off to 
sleep for four hours while the machine did the work for me. 
 
Soon they were making noises about me leaving the hospital for 
home on, probably, Friday.  They did a few more assessments 
of my progress and decided to bring it forward to Thursday after-
noon and I was delighted. 
 
I was even more delighted to have found out that the beautiful 
blond lady was not a figment but truly did exist and it seems she 
was as taken with me as I was with her and, somehow, against 
so many odds, we contrived to meet, though briefly, when she 
came in on Wednesday night to do some evaluations. 
 
I think we had less than five minutes together but it proved to 
both of us that there was to be more to come.  But that’s an on-
going story.         
 
Suffice to say that on Thursday afternoon, my friend Larry 
picked me up and took me home, complete with a brand new 
walker and, via, of course, the pharmacy where I had to pick up 
my supply of meds and all the instructions that go with strong 
pain killers. 
 
Later that same evening, a Constant Movement Machine was 
delivered to my house and set up on my bed.  I understand why 
Medicare won’t pay for two “leg machines” even though both 
knees have been replaced.  What I don’t understand is why 
some smart, mechanically minded guy in that field, hasn’t come 
up with a machine that can comfortably accommodate both legs 
at once.  It would only need to be a little wider than the single 
and would accomplish so much.  Oh well…. 
 
Next morning I received a visit from the Home Health Nurse who 
took some benchmarks and set me up for a visit every other day 
for the next week.  Then a Physio Therapist guy named Dan, 
arrived and went through his routine and showed me how to 
prepare the “leg machine”. 
 
He was putting me through his range of exercises, bearing in 
mind the weekend was upon us and he wouldn’t be back until 
Monday.  The doorbell sounded yet again and I said to him, 
“Excuse me, I’ll sort it out”.  I went to the door and sorted it out 
and when I got back into the bedroom, he was sitting there with 
his bottom jaw hanging down, just looking at me.  I said, “What”?  
He said, “Your walker”!  I looked over at it where I had left it ear-
lier and said, “Shit!  I forgot about it”.  I haven’t used it since and 
I get around on my own steam pretty well, at least inside the 
house. Well, it’s not quite three weeks since the Dr “sliced and 
diced” and I am happy to say I am doing extraordinarily well.  I  

and in fact, nobody I mentioned her to even knew who I was 
trying to describe.  In fact, more and more, I began to feel that 
she had been a figment of my drug fueled imagination. Sadly, by 
Monday morning, I was still no further ahead in tracking her 
down.  I thought, maybe she doesn’t work here at all.  Maybe 
she just gets her jollies by slipping in off the street at the appro-
priate time and showering fat old men!  Maybe it was just the 
drugs that had “invented” that smile for me.  After all, the halluci-
nations that I “enjoyed” while there were nothing short of sensa-
tional. 
 
For example, one morning, the Doctor in charge of the Rehab 
Unit came in to see me.  He opened the door and said, “Good 
grief, why is the temperature set so high?  Mind if I reset it?” and 
he walked over and reset the thermostat down to 70.  In the 
meantime I said to him, “Hey Doc, come over here for a mo-
ment”.  He came to my bedside and I said, “No, down here”.  He 
scrunched down further and I pointed to the ceiling and said to 
him, “Now, if you look up there at the ceiling, can you see all 
kinds of “roiling” going on”?  “Roiling”?  “Yeah, like all the air in 
the room is in motion and it ebbs and flows and seems to carry 
with it, the very pattern of dirt off the surface off the ceiling”?  
Give him his due, he looked for some time before turning to me 
to say, “No, I can’t”.  I said, “Shit!  I can”.  He left shortly thereaf-
ter. 
          
Later that same night I seemed to have received a visit from so 
very many friends and family, past as well as present.  They 
came in one at a time, spent some time with me and then left.  
Each one was a separate little adventure, terminated by the 
opening of the door to my room, by someone trying to give me 
meds or take my vitals and so on.  That would orient me again.  
I’d say good bye to my “visitor” and deal with the current nurse 
or orderly or whatever.  Soon, the lights would go off, the door 
would close and I’d await the next one from “the great beyond”, 
and a new adventure began. 
 
It was a bit weird I guess but no weirder than turning off, com-
pletely, the combination “call light” cum TV power remote con-
trol, shoving it way down under the covers and still being able to 
hear the full broadcast of a Rugby League match being called by 
Ray Warren, in Sydney.  Sadly, it was an old match.  Several 
times I pulled that remote out from under the bed clothes to 
check it but it was silent. 
 
Oh, and I mustn’t forget my cat, Tango.  He spent quite a bit of 
time with me in my room that day.  He got on top of stuff that, 
normally, would be guaranteed to ping me off but, I just waved at 
him.  At one stage , I believe he waved back. 
 
On Friday morning I found myself in the clutches of Geremy, the 
Physio Therapist guy from the Rehab Unit.  He wheeled me into 
their Gym and said, “How far have you walked since your sur-
gery”?  I told him I hadn’t walked at all.  He found a walker, put it 
in front of me and said, “Stand up.  OK, off you go”.  And I 
walked about forty feet.  Not bad for my first effort. 
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have had home visits from Dan and his alternate, Mitzie, both of 
whom are more than satisfied with my progress.  I have had 
endless – and very welcome --  visits from friends and the 
“casserole brigade”,  and I am so grateful to all of them for their 
concern and their friendship.  The Home Nurse team comes in 
every other day to check on my “vitals” and they, too, are happy. 
 
On the Monday just two weeks after the surgery, I had my follow 
up with Dr Rudder and his nurse removed the sixty staples from 
the incisions.  He came in, looked at me, smiled and shook his 
head and said, “You can do anything you want to do.  I don’t 
care what you do, just USE them”.  With that, he took me in tow 
and showed me off to all and sundry in his establishment.  I think 
he was pleased with my progress too. 
 
And best of all, my blond beauty has been to visit with me and 
she loves to cook! Damn!  I just wish I loved to eat.  We’ll work 
out something, I’m sure. 
 
But to all those who are contemplating knee surgery, if they are 
both causing you grief, get the “two for one” deal.  I sure am glad 
I did!  
 
  Warren Walters - forgive the length of this ‘dit’ but I reckon a 
lot of us can acquaint with it ! 

RAN Radio Mechanics’ Reunion 
110 ex Radio Mechs and their partners attended a National reunion in 
Maroochydore on the Queensland Sunshine Coast recently. The reun-
ion was hosted by the QLD Division and was organised by Ron Hobba 
(Chair), John Macartney (Deputy Chair) with Bill Taylor, Bill Grant and 
Dave Edwards as committee members. 
 
Geoff Morton was our guest speaker and he did an excellent job telling 
us about the future plans and ships of the RAN. On completion of his 
speech he invited questions from the floor on a broad range of topics. 
It seems that the RAN has a great future and those who serve will 
have a great challenge but, by listening to various conversations on the 
night, will never be as good as we were! Many thanks Geoff to you and 
Dianne for your contribution to our reunion – greatly appreciated. 
 
National President John Saywell and Guest Speaker Geoff Morton 
 
The reunion was spread over five days with Registration and Meet and 
Greet on the Friday with Saturday day being free time for various per-
sonal activities.

 
 
The Saturday night formal dinner was held at the Maroochydore RSL 
Club where everybody enjoyed the excellent facilities, good food and 
superb company. 

 
The Two Johns, Cleary and Wade, enjoying themselves 

 
Sunday brunch was held at Buderim where Dave Edwards had organ-
ised a choir to entertain us while we enjoyed a BBQ. Monday was or-
ganised bus trips to various locations and Melbourne Cup entertain-

ST Marine to convert HMAS Success to double hull 

 Defence has selected ST Marine as the preferred tenderer to 

convert the Royal Australian Navy tanker HMAS Success to be 

double hulled.                                                                         

 The work will be carried out in Singapore, where the ship has 

a scheduled visit while on deployment in Asia, and involves the 

double hulling of the HMAS Success to meet International Mari-

time Organisation standards for environmental protection 

against oil spills.                                                                         

 ST Marine’s tender came in under budget.  As a result, funds 

saved on this project will be re-directed towards the priority re-

pair and maintenance work required on HMAS Kanimbla and 

HMAS Manoora, for which a precautionary operational pause 

was recently initiated by the Chief of Navy.                               

 This work will occur concurrently at Garden Island, Sydney. 

Overseas companies were allowed to bid for the work on HMAS 

Success as this was a one-off project and no Australian compa-

ny had ever undertaken work of this type. 

The regular and on-going repair and maintenance of HMAS Suc-

cess will continue to occur in Australia. 
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I travelled in #4 seat with (LCDR) John L Clark.  My trouble is I 
cannot remember the dates.  I was a drinking man and didn’t 
bother to make records or take photos. 
 
In #3 seat was (POACM) Lee "Lofty" Yellama, (and some years 
ago, more than 10) I rang and spoke with Lee, about the trip.  It 
so happened that when I rang, he had his log book on the coffee 
table, so I reckon, if you can track(er) him down, he would help 
out.  He being much younger and more sensible than I. 
 
I can make a few enquiries at this end.  I have in my possession 
the discarded plot charts from our TACCO.   
Here is the itinerary: 
Day 1.  NW/Yass/Cootamundra/Griffith/Mildura/Stonefield/RAAF 
Edinburgh; overnighted. 
Day 2.  Ardrossan/Wallaroo/Port Pirie/Whyalla/Port Augusta/
Andamooka/Edwards Creek/Oodnadatta/Finke/Alice Springs; 
overnighted. 
Day 3.  Very, very early, to Ayers Rock for the dawn photograph-
ic run returning for overnight at Alice Springs. 
Day 4.  Jervois Station/Mount Isa/Cloncurry/Julia Creek/
following the railway line to Richmond/Townsville; overnighted. 
Day 5.  Ayr/Bowen/Whitsunday Island/Mackay/Townshend Is-
land/Rockhampton/Gladstone/Baffle Creek/Bundaberg/
Maryborough/Bengaree; touch down at Archerfield thence to 
Amberley; overnighted. 
Day 6.  Maintenance, leave.  Overnighted. 
Day7.  Toowoomba/Warwick/Goondiwindi/Moree/Narrabri/
Coonabarabran/Dubbo/ Wellington/Orange/Huntley/Cowra/
Goulburn/NW. 
 
Having been supported by crews and gear in the Goony-Bird, it 
was a good trip, the Drivers and TACCO's classed it as a 
NAVEX, and we spanner wankers called it an Anti Submarine 
Exercise-Ayers Rock. 
 
All this trivia and doesn’t answer the original question does it.  
Will be in touch later. 
 
Yours Aye, 
Skinhead. (POATA Greg Kelson) 
22 Jul 2010 
 
                                            ************ 

Dear Terence, 
I will dig my log book out and get the details.  I was flying the 
Dakota with the door off and photographers in the cabin, cannot 
remember if Trevor Peck was with me or if it was Lyall O’Dono-
ghue. 
Graham J Quick 
22 Jul 2010 
 
Dear Terry 
The attached page may well have been the trip to ASP. 
Others that are listed in my log book around that time are: 
Kev McKenzie, Barry Broomfield, Ian Payne, Trevor Peck,  

  Hello to everyone.  The staff and volunteers of the Museum 
trust that you have all had an enjoyable and healthy Christmas 
and New Year season, and that we will all share in a prosperous 
2011. 
 
My report for this issue differs from my usual format; in that I 
have collated and edited the correspondence and photographs 
from members in response to my requests in the last two issues 
of Slipstream.  Firstly are transcripts of emails regarding the 
‘Trackers Over Ayers Rock’.  We now know the date, 7th Decem-
ber 1972, and the crew of each of the three aircraft, and of the C
-47 Dakota that was the photo-ship. 
 
The second part of the report is responses to my question about 
Navy Tiger Moths in service at Albatross in the 1950’s.  Particu-
lar thanks go to John Champion who supplied me with a range 
of magazines, articles and photographs on this and other sub-
jects. 
 
These are terrific and helpful responses that may now get some 
other people thinking about who went where, in what, and when. 
 
Best wishes to all. 
 

 
  TRACKERS OVER AYERS ROCK 
 
 Yo Terry, 
Interesting to see the photo of the Grummans at Ayers Rock, 
1972. 
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Peter Adams, Joe Kroger, Larry Mills, Greg Rulfs, Al Videan, (?) 
Evans, Frank Doe, (?) Maher, Kev Rasmus and Mike Edmonds.  
But I do not know if any of these were on that trip. 
 
Graham J Quick 
23 Jul 2010 
                                           ******* 
 
G’day Terry 
 
I’m fairly certain this was one of the photos snapped during our 
cross Australia Transit (NAS Nowra to Broome) in early 1976 
when we (VC 851 SQN) were conducting fishing boat Surveil-
lance Ops, out of Broome. 
 
The ‘Grey Grumblies’ had to stooge around for a while over the 
Rock waiting for the right light for the photo op – copies of the 
Photo were passed around the SQN on the detachment’s return 
to NAS some 3 months later.  I know it was 76 (I joined in 74) as 
on return from Broome I was posted to VS 816 for RIMPAC 76; 
followed by the dual trip(s) next year to pick up the replacement 
Trackers from the US and then return home before setting out 
on the Silver Jubilee trip to the UK. 
 
Having difficulty remembering Aircrew members, but one I recall 
very well was ‘Bull’ Town.  He’s still around Nowra and may be 
able to shed some more light on the details for you. 
 
One thing I recall very well in Broome was our ‘watch’ wading 
waist deep through the Mangrove Swamps going after the Mud 
Crabs with a long metal rod (T bar at the top & J Hook on the 
bottom) and hessian sack.  Oh, and binding twine to tie up their 
claws before we dropped them in the sack.  I think back now and 
get goose bumps – no one warned us about ‘Salt Water Crocks’ 
which must have been in residence!! 
 
Cheers mate, 
Bruce Tunnah 
 

    TIGER   MOTHS IN R.A.N. SERVICE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

G'day Terry, 
You are probably aware that A17-692 is at the RAAF Museum, Point 
Cook.  When I heard about it, a year or two ago, I made a few enquir-
ies and the result being John Champion, a Vic Div member had flown it 
in his Navy days, so to cut to the point, I contacted Point Cook, and 
informed them that I could put them in contact with a ex RAN Pilot who 
had flown -692. 
 
They were most appreciative and invited John to write an article in their 
newsletter.  So maybe he could give you some info as requested in the 
current issue of Slipstream. 
 
Yours Aye 
Ron Christie 
15 Oct 2010. 
                                               ************ 
Hi Terry, 
I have just read your article on RAN Tiger Moths in this edition of FAAA 
Slipstream. 
I was at Albatross in 1953 / 54 as a NAME and in a small way involved 
with these aircraft. 
At ARS we had one, the only one I ever saw at Albatross; most of the 
time it was just parked at the back of the hangar, and did no serious 
flying.  In my time it flew only on a couple of occasions.  On these 
times the pilot was a Lt Dalosso of 724 SQD; he may have been a two 
and a half.  He took LCDR Goodheart RN from the gliding club to the 
Kiama area searching for a suitable slope soaring site, where they 
hoped to glide from. 
 
I remember on one day it went U/S due to a rough running engine, 
which resulted in the need for a top overhaul, which was carried by 
Geoff Strickland, a PO at that time.  This aircraft was definitely painted 
silver as in the photo of -692; this photo appears to me to be outside 
ARS hangar. 
 
This is probably not much help to you but I have a soft spot for DH 82 
and your article brought back some memories. 
  
Regards, 
John Wakefield ex R49453 NAME (not CPO} 
15 Oct 2010. 
                                                   *********** 
Terry, 
  I joined the F.A.A. in January 1951 and did a Naval Airman  Some of the Broome detachment 
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I understand that the Navy owned this Tiger Moth from 1948- 1958. 

Here endeth my association with A17-692. 

                                              *********** 

Terry, 
Read your article in latest Slipstream.   Drags the old think-tank back a 
bit, but during the period of about 1955-56 there were two Tiger Moths 
at the Training Department that I have vague memories of; and they 
were used for training in the department of starters, namely propeller 
swinging, and I think they were at that time painted plain yellow. 
 
They were part of the POAF(E) course, and strangely enough, no one 
even had their fingers damaged during the period of prop swinging!  If I 
remember correctly, the instructor was an AA4, but I cannot remember 
the name.  Don't remember if they had any numbers on the side either.  
Sorry!! 
 
Another thing I meant to talk to you about last time I saw you some 
years ago, and that was the "Turana" (hope I remember the correct 
spelling).  I went to GAF in Melbourne with John Elliot about 1967-8 to 
look at these monsters as we were going to be operating them from 
the “Ikara” Launcher on the Type 12 Frigates as part of the PTA opera-
tions.  GAF had a mock-up there at the time, and she was a smart 
looking machine-much like a shrunk down Concorde, being a slim 
delta design.  We had a brief introduction at a meeting at GAF, with a 
couple of problems that I could see, and pointed out.  However the 
item was never progressed to operational levels-the designers were 
too technical! 
 
Regards, 
Don Roberts 
25 Oct 2010. 
                                              ************** 
G’day Terry, 
 
A quick response to your request for info re the Tiger Moths.  After I left 
SAM(E) I was drafted to 723 and they had two of them still stuck in the 
back of the Igloo hanger.  As I recall they were silver and the nose 
cowls and tail were silver also. 
 
They were in a very sorry state and sold not too long after I arrived to 
some civvies, who patched them up with some tape, fired them up and 
flew away.  To where, I have no idea. 
Sorry I don’t have any photos of them for you. 
 
Cheers 
Nev Cowgill, ex LAM(E) 
16 NOV2010. 

Mechanic (Engines) course (No E9) at the old T.T.S in one of the old 
hangars; D, E, or F from memory.  Part of the syllabus was ground 
running of the Tiger Moth, which was painted mostly yellow as I re-
member. 
 
To start the engine it was necessary to swing the prop and we took 
turns in perfecting this art.  I still vividly recall the ex R.N Chief blasting 
us to get our feet right and walk away from the prop.  Bruce (Kanga) 
Bounds is the only remaining member of that class that I know of.  Also 
Jim Lee was in the next class (E10) and could tell you if they still did it 
as part of the course.  Hoping that this info is of some help. 
Yours Aye, 
Bill Strahan. 
Ex NAM(E); Leading Pilots Mate; LAM(E); Mech 2; Mech1; CPOATA. 
(1951-57, / 59-76) 
19 Oct 2010 
                                                  ********** 

    Hi Terry, 
I have a stack of information, and a few photos of the Navy Tiger 
Moth A17-692.  This particular Tiger is still flying, with the RAAF 
Museum, at Point Cook.  Also have some information about the 
Navy Austers.  If you care to give me your address, I will send it 
all by ‘snail mail’. 
 
Regards, 
John Champion. (LT.[P]) 
 
An association with Tiger Moth A17-692  
 
Having returned from the UK where I learnt to fly sailplanes, I naturally 
joined the RAN Gliding Club. 
It was decided to take the sailplanes to Uranquinty, where there was 
still an RAAF base, to compete in the Australian Championships. Each 
competitor, as a team, could fly from where they liked. Uranquinty was 
an ideal choice. 
Being the only power pilot n the team, I was the obvious choice to fly 
our one and only Tiger Moth that was used for towing and retrieving 
the sailplanes. So on the 3rd January 1956, I flew the ‘Moth’ from 
Nowra to Uranquinty, refuelling at Canberra (I must have had a HEAD 
WIND) it took me a total of 3 hours to get there. Anyway, the next day, 
I started the engine and found it to be very rough running and I asked 
the ground crew (RAAF) to see if they could fix it. 
 They did, and found a bent valve guide so a test flight was needed. It 
ran very smoothly, so from a height of 5-6000 ft I decided to return to 
the airfield and get ready for some gliding. The quickest way down I 
thought was to put it into a spin. Having previously spun it to the right I 
decided to ‘go left’ (or it may have been vice-versa). At the appropriate 
height I decided to recover from the spin but the aircraft had other ide-
as. Needless to say, I was not happy about this, I opened the left hand 
hatch and was about to leave the stupid aircraft, when, I gave the en-
gine a couple of bursts of power and much to my relief it stopped spin-
ning. I then flew very sedately back to base with my feet shaking like 
mad. I may have had difficulty in getting out of the aircraft anyway as I 
had a bulky dinghy pack strapped to my parachute. 
On my return, I mentioned my problem to a member of the ground 
crew who said to me,” no wonder as it has not been modified with ‘anti-
spin strakes’. That was the last time I ever intentionally spun an aircraft 
and I flew until the end of 1990. 
After this episode I towed and retrieved the sailplanes, landing under 
power lines, in farmer’s fields and having a great time in general until I 
returned to Nowra on the  15TH January – never to fly a ‘Tiger’ again.  

 
Basic Flying Rules: "Try to stay in the middle of the air.  Do not 
go near the edges of it. The edges of the air can be recognized 
by the appearance of ground, buildings, sea, trees and interstel-
lar space. It is much more difficult to fly there." 
                                                  *** 
"When one engine fails on a twin-engine airplane you always 
have enough power left to get you to the scene of the crash." 
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    MOMENTS IN TIME 

 

NAVAL AIRCREW COURSE 
No2 
 
Rear L to R: 
 
John Van Gelder, Ron McIvor, 
Tony Betthany 
 
Middle :  
 
Barry Eccleston, Les Fairbairn, 
Geoff Gratwick, Brian Wren, 
Ivan Bear 
 
Front : 
 
Stan Carmichael, Eric Diffen, 
Peter Wakeling, PO Bert Hamill 
(Instructor), Don Sandberg, Cy 
Dakin, Alan Quist 

TIFFIES’ UK 1947 : 
Back : L to R:   Harry Gibson, Nat Hallis, Ron Higgins, Ken Roberts, Gordon Foale, Jim Lamb, Allan Woods, Maurie Green, Jeff 
Coker-Godson 
Middle:     Doug Eastgate, Ron Smith, Col Price, Jack Sargeant, Brian Gilroy, Ted Barker, Max Gardner 
Front:     Ken Nichols, Stan Paul, Arthur Sara, Stan Cox 
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    MOMENTS IN TIME 

 
 
 
 

 

Any one think they can identify this shot ? 

Recruit School at Albatross in 1955 - Photo from Ralph Turner (that may help in working it out ) 

These may really jog the memory ! 

This one should be easy - a well     
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seniority of the officer who conferred it, the nickname helped 
avoid the use of his initials, which he viewed as being unfortu-
nate in combination – even if he accepted that they would al-
ways be a source of amusement for his sailors.  
 
   Peter’s career in the RAN flourished. He was promoted Com-
mander in 1948, having served in Navy Office, then as squadron 
gunnery officer and then (at the same time) as squadron opera-
tions and intelligence officer – a combination that indicates that 
staffs in the period were rather smaller than they are now! Fol-
lowing further duty in Navy Office and after short periods in com-
mand of the frigate Shoalhaven and the destroyer Bataan, Peter 
commanded the destroyer Tobruk during her operations in Kore-
an waters in 1951-52, for which he received the US Legion of 
Merit. Peter was to command Tobruk again in 1956-57 when he 
also served as Captain (D) of the Tenth Destroyer Flotilla. He 
always had a particular affection for the ship and for her crews – 
one which was reciprocated, particularly by those who had expe-
rienced his second period in command. To this day, his old 
ship’s company call themselves ‘Peter’s Boys’. 
 
In 1952 Peter married Catherine Stops. They were to have a 
long and happy marriage, blessed by two children, Jane and 
Rachel who joined his first born, Matthew. Catherine was a mar-
velous support to him in all that he did. 
 
On return to Australia, Peter was unexpectedly posted to com-
mand the former aircraft carrier Sydney on recommissioning as 
a fast troop transport. Bringing the old and not very well main-
tained ship back into service at short notice was no easy task 
and the work was not completed when Peter was posted to the 
captain of HMAS Melbourne in April 1963. He commanded the 
carrier for a year, including the introduction of the Wessex anti-
submarine helicopter to seagoing service, before being promot-
ed Rear Admiral and appointed briefly as Fourth Naval Member 
and Chief of Supply. He then served as Deputy Chief of Naval 
Staff from 1965 to 1966 before commanding the Australian Fleet 
in 1967. 
 
Peter was promoted Vice-Admiral and appointed Chief of Naval 
Staff and First Naval Member of the Australian Commonwealth 
Naval Board in 1970.  Appointed CB in 1971, he was created 
KBE in 1972 but always valued much more his OBE for Leyte 
Gulf and was bitterly disappointed that he could no longer wear 
it. 
 
In retirement, Peter became a pastoralist in the high country 
near Cooma. His devotion to the Navy was apparent in every-
thing that he did in his professional career, as was his devotion 
to the welfare of the RAN’s people and their families. Many of 
the conditions of service which we regard as automatic were 
hard won by him and his teams of naval and public service staff 
over many years.  
He will be greatly missed.  
 
                                                        David Farthing 

Remembrance Day 2010 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 HMAS Albatross conducted a simple , moving service at the 
Memorial Gardens ,Fleet Air Arm Museum. It was conducted by 
Chaplin Ian Lindsay and attended by members of the ADF, local 
dignitaries, Association representatives and civilians some of 
whom were family of deceased FAAA personnel. 
 The address was given by the Commanding Officer of Alba-
tross, Captain Stefan King. On completion light refreshments 
were served in the Museum Cafe. 

VALE: 
 VICE ADMIRAL SIR RICHARD PEEK KBE, CB, DSC, RAN 

(1914-2010) 
 
 Richard Innes Peek, known in the RAN as ‘Peter’, was born in 
Tamworth in New South Wales on 30 July 1914. He joined the 
Royal Australian Naval College in 1928 and survived the reduc-
tions of the Great Depression to graduate near the top of his 
class. After service as a Midshipman, he went on to gain five 
First Class passes in his Sub Lieutenant’s courses, receiving 
accelerated promotion to Lieutenant. As a junior officer, Peter 
got his nickname from his admiral while serving in HMAS Can-
berra. Although he was slightly embarrassed by the rank and  



21 

                                   Slipstream 

NSW Annual Dinner 2010 
 
 Held in the Dining area at the Fleet Air Arm Museum 

 

 

 

Grant Jesser, Toz Dadswell, Greg Wise 

Norma Lee, Terry Hetherington, Ian Ferguson 

‘ The Larter’ 
Mike Heneghan, John Arnold 

Jim Lee, David Farthing, Keith Boundy 

Ian Ferguson 
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National Forum—HMAS Albatross  30th October 2010 
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Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia  
 

Blazer Order Form 
 

Blazers  made by C E Wise 780 – 782 High Street Thornbury Vic 3071 
 

Tel 1300 700 000 
Fax (03) 9484 2212 

Web Address: http://www.cewise.com.au/ 
Email: sales@cewise.com.au 

 

Specification:  80%wool / 20%polyester jacket with FAAA monogram. 

Price: $209 (including GST) postage included. 

How To Order? 

 Irrespective of whether you order via the internet,  fax  or   post    we will need the following details: 
Full Name ________________________________________________________________________ 

Postal Address  ____________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Details  (Home) _______________________________________________________ 

   (Mob) ________________________________________________________ 

 

Credit Card details (including expiry date)    _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _       (expiry) _ _ / _ _ 
  Security code (last three digits on number on back of card)    X X X X / _ _ _   
Chest Measurement   in cm or inches  _____________       Height _____________  (in cm or inches) 
By Internet   go to:   http://www.cewise.com.au/ 

Click on “Online Uniform Shops” 

Click on “Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia” and follow the prompts. 

By Fax:    Fax this completed form to:  (03) 9484 2212 

 

By Post:  Post this completed form to:  CE Wise Pty Ltd. 780 – 782 High Street Thornbury Victoria  3071 

 

By phoning us on 1300 700 000 and asking for  assistance 
 

On receipt of your order we will manufacture and dispatch to you a standard size FAAA blazer which corre-

sponds to your chest measurement. This will be sent to your postal address within 14 - 21 days. Should the 

blazer need alteration we ask you to return the blazer along with a completed alteration form (which will be 

mailed to you with your blazer) and we will make a specially fitted blazer. There is no cost for either the altera-

tion or the subsequent delivery.  

http://www.cewise.com.au/
http://www.cewise.com.au/
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Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia  

Blazer Alteration Form 
Blazers made by C E Wise 780 – 782 High Street Thornbury Vic 3071 

 
Tel 1300 700 000 

Fax (03) 9484 2212 
 

Web Address: http://www.cewise.com.au/ 
Email: sales@cewise.com.au 

 
If your blazer needs altering please do the following: 

complete the details on this form 

Date of purchase   _ _ / _ _ / _ _ 

 

Date of blazer return       _ _ / _ _ / _ _ 

 

Your Full Name ________________________________________________ 

Postal Address  ____________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

Contact Details  (Home) ________________________________________________ 

   (Mob) ________________________________________________ 

Size of initial blazer supplied      _____________   
 
In comparison to this fitting blazer:- 
Chest Measurement alteration required (e.g. +2inches, -2inches) _____________ (inches or centimetres ) 
 
Arm Length (cuff) alteration required (e.g. +2inches, -2inches) ______________(inches or centimetres ) 
 
Coat length (back) alteration required (e.g. +2inches, -2inches) ______________(inches or centimetres ) 
 
Height      _____________ (inches or centimetres ) 
 
Waist    _____________ (inches or centimetres ) 
 

send this completed form along with the blazer to:  
 
      CE Wise Pty Ltd. 
         780 – 782 High Street 

                       Thornbury Victoria 3071                              Please note this service is FREE to you 

 

    Order form for blazers is on page 23 

You can tear out the page or else just copy it; fill it in and send it off to the nominated   
address. This form is only to be used if you have to get any alterations done to your blazer 

note this alteration service is free.  

You can also use their web site if you have a computer . 
  Victorians take note of the address and I am sure you can front up and do the business. 

http://www.cewise.com.au/


25 

                                   Slipstream 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Well another year is coming to an end and the editor will soon 
be screaming for reports so thought I would get in ahead of him 
for a change. 
 
As you are all probably aware our Annual Federal Council Meet-
ing was held in the Fleet Air Arm Museum adjacent to HMAS 
Albatross on October 30th. President David Farthing had already 
indicated that he would be standing down at the meeting and he 
was duly replaced by Geoff Ledger who on assuming the posi-
tion thanked David for his contributions to the Association over 
the last few years. The rest of your committee for the next three 
years is as follows; 
Vice President   Peter Welsh 
Treasurer           Denis Mulvillhill 
Secretary           Dick Martin 
 
Our erstwhile Patron Toz Dadswell also indicated at the meeting 
that he will be standing aside at the next Federal Council Meet-
ing. Both Toz and David will be sorely missed however I am sure 
that they will maintain active contributors to the Association. 
 
We must also thank Harley Dadswell for a job well done. Harley 
is our current Webmaster who continues to supply us with an 
excellent Website and up to date information on it. Harley has 
also indicated that he is looking for a replacement Webmaster. 
 
Congratulations also go to our new Life Members, Dinsley 
Cooper and John Berry of the South Australian Division, Jack 
Suriano and John Green of the Western Australian Division, and 
Mick Blair of the Queensland Division. 
Diplomas of Merit Awards were presented to Michael Cain and 
Des Reardon of the South Australian Division. 
 
Also during the past quarter the HMAS Melbourne Association 
held a successful reunion making good you of the facilities of the 
White Ensign Club at HMAS Albatross. 
 
With time running short and having spent the past two weeks on 
holiday without wetting a line it only remains to wish all of you 
the “Best for the Festive Season” and a Happy New Year 
 
 
Pincher (Dick) Martin 

NATIONAL SECRETARY  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SeaSon’S 

Greetings 
 

 

 

The President and Executive Committee of the Fleet Air Arm Associa-
tion of Australia wish to convey to all Members and their families and to 
all Serving Members in Australia and Overseas. 
 
 

BEST WISHES for CHRISTMAS 

 

And 

 

The New Year 
 

 

 
         President:  Geoff Ledger 
        Vice President; Peter Welsh 
         Treasurer:  Denis Mulvihill 
         Secretary:  Dick Martin 
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 Hi again to all for the final edition of Slipstream in 2010.   
 
A get together was held on Friday 29th Oct at the CSC for ACT 
Division members.  A smaller than usual turn out, although a 
couple of new faces were present, including John Atkinson who 
has recently retired and is enjoying his new work free lifestyle.   
 
The ACT Division Xmas Dinner was held last Friday night (10th 
Dec) at the Canberra Yacht Club.  Although only 8 personnel 
attended it was a great night and the food and beverages were 
very nice.   
It was pleasing to be able to farewell Steve Cottam who was 
heading off the following morning to Townsville to take up his 
next posting as the Senior Naval Recruiting Officer in North Qld. 
Steve has said that he is very keen to catch up with his FAA 
colleagues in the Sunshine State so please look him up if you 
are able to.  
That’s if Steve is in town as I understand his new job requires 
him to travel quite regularly around North QLD in his bid to find 
new recruits for the ADF.   Take care Steve and we hope to see 
you back down this way at some time. 
 
On behalf of the Division I would also like to farewell Carl Cap-
per who is due to depart Canberra in February to take up his 
new posting as XO HMAS ALBATROSS.  Carl has been on the 
committee since March and we will miss his assistance and ca-
maraderie. 
 Best of luck Carl and I am sure you will be a key contributor to 
the FAA during your next posting.  
 
This year the ACT Division has again sponsored two prizes for 
the annual ADFA awards.  
The prizes are presented for the Best academic performance by 
third- year Naval Aviator’ and the ‘Best Naval Aeronautical Engi-
neer upon graduation’.  
The prizes consist of a book voucher to the value of $100 to 
each of the winners plus a 12 month complimentary membership 
to FAAA ACT Division.   
This year’s winners are MIDN Andrew Bath and MIDN Dean 
Williams. Congratulations to both winners and we hope to catch 
up with you at one of our FAAA get togethers. 
 
Whilst we have yet to promulgate a full social calendar for 2011, 
we intend to kick off next year with a get together on Fri 25 Feb 
11 at the Canberra Services Club commencing at 1600.  
 Please come along and catch up with your fellow shipmates 
and if you know of anyone who is new to Canberra and keen to 
join the Division, please invite them along, as we will make   

 
them feel most welcome. The ACT Division AGM will occur in 
March and we will promulgate the date once this has been con-
firmed. I will email all members with the details early in the new 
year. 
 
Anyway, as the festive season descends upon us, on behalf of 
the ACT Division I wish you all the best for Christmas and a safe 
and prosperous New Year.   Remember if you are visiting Can-
berra please don’t hesitate to let drop us a line as it is always 
great to catch up with our FAA colleagues from other states. 
 
Regards, 
 
John (Schonners) Schonberger 
President  
ACT Division  

 ACT DIVISION 

 President’s last parade 

 
 
 
 

 
I’m doing well this time-I’ve beaten the deadline by a day! Amaz-
ing. Firstly, I want to thank John Stewart for representing the 
Queensland Division at the recent National Council meeting and 
for accepting the Life Membership Certificate awarded to Mick 
Blair, on his behalf. I was delighted to present the Certificate to 
Mick at our recent picnic at Arthur Earle Park, Nerang on 28th 
November. With any luck, there will be a photo of same nearby 
to this letter (next page). 
We had a good rollup at Nerang—around 35 or so & the rain 
held off which made life easier. Hugh Wells rolled in from the far 
north-good to see you again, Hugh. Col Spence was a bit crook 
but reckoned he wouldn’t miss the event for quids.  

QUEENSLAND DIVISION 
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That’s about it for now so best wishes for the festive season 
from all of us in the Queensland Division.  Maybe see you in 
Bundaberg! 
 
Barry Lister 
President 
 

           Xmas celebrations: 
 

We learned more of his life after Navy-some flying in Chipmunks 
and within the Diplomatic Service. There were times when the 
odd Admiral would quietly suggest that he seemed to be a famil-
iar face and get a shock when Col would say that he used to be 
a Petty Officer (Handler)! Trevor and Lorraine Tite organised a 
good bunch of prizes for our raffle. Shirley and Darrell Neilsen 
(Shorty’s son) won first prize and took the Christmas Hamper! 
Paddy Williamson and Jan won 2 prizes and Snow won a prize 
for the first time. It was good to see Rex and Kath day recover-
ing from their damages. Kev and Colleen Hawkins told us all 
about their recent trip to Korea, joining forces with Ken and 
Claire Hegarty. See separate story and photos. I was surprised 
that more of our FAA Korean Vets didn’t go as well. Bill and Val 
Strahan are well established back here again and we enjoyed 
seeing them again. 
 
Bill made the suggestion that we look at another reunion at Bun-
daberg and all agreed that would be a good thing—so—Dee & I 
will take a run up there after Christmas so that I can have a chat 
with the RSL and others to see what we can do. At present, we 
are booked to hold our AGM at Bribie RSL in March, but, it could 
be good fun to hold it in Bundaberg late March. Notice will be 
given in plenty of time-it may have to be later in the year, say 
September or October. We’ll see.John and Ros Crawley were 
here in October for the FAA Radio ‘Mechanics reunion, based 
on the Maroochydore RSL. It was a great function with over 100 
attending both a cocktail evening followed by a more formal Din-
ner. Commodore (Ret’d) Geoff Morton was the guest speaker 
and he gave a talk which was very well accepted. All in all, we 
had a good weekend. Ros had done most of the organising for 
the functions and did a great job. 
 
Dee & I spent a couple of weeks in Melbourne in October-the 
first weekend was at Dalesford and it was bitterly cold with snow 
and hail but good fun. Our old house was centrally heated and 
had open fireplaces as well. When in town at the corner of 
Swanson and Collins, I usually call Arthur Johnson to tell him 
that’s where we are. The reason for this is that some few years 
ago, I got a call from Arthur saying that they were in Caloundra 
and would like to stay for a night or two. I replied we’d love to 
have them but that we were on the above corner so it could be a 
bit tricky! Anyhow, the call took a bit longer to connect & Arthur 
immediately said that he knew where we were but that I wouldn’t 
know where they were! So I gave in & he told me they were at-
tending Arthur’s son’s wedding on the Island of Kauia (?) in Ha-
waii and just joining the procession! That was a gotcha! I could-
n’t beat that. 
 
Good to see that Brian Dutch is back with us again. Warren Wal-
ters has had both knees done in one go. He reckons once in the 
torture chamber was enough. He’s staged a miraculous recovery 
to everyone’s amazement. He’s also just had 1 eye done for 
cataract removal and was able to drive same day if he so 
wished. He’s looking forward to golf again in the spring. He’ll be 
able to see everything twice! Very useful when kneeling to line 
up a putt! 
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My, how time flies, nearly another year has passed. , Firstly may I take 
this opportunity on behalf of the Victoria Division to convey our best 
wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous 
New Year to all members wherever you may be and to their Families 
and Friends. 
 
Division wise things have been rather quiet of late, but on a personal 
note have been a little busy to put it mildly. On the 13th October Val 
and I were invited to RAAF Williams Point Cook Base, for the Korean 
War Commemoration Plaque Dedication to the Memory of the thirty 
five RAAF Airmen and six RAF Airmen who died on active service with 
No77 Squadron during the Korean War. The unveiling of the Plaque 
was carried out by Air Chief Marshal Sir Neville McNamara KBE, AO, 
AFC, AE (Ret) and the Roll of Honour, Remembered by WGCDR Glen 
Beck Commanding Officer No77 Squadron, during this ceremony it 
was my honour in Laying a Wreath for the Fallen, on behalf of the Fleet 
Air Arm, a very moving and memorable occasion. 
 
Then on the 22nd October it was off to Canberra to attend the Korean 
War Veterans Memorial Reunion 2010, being the 60th Anniversary of 
the commencement of the war 1950 - 2010. 
That evening was the "Meet & Greet" held at Rydges Lakeside 
(Thankfully this was the venue also of our accommodation) where we 
were joined by fellow Vic Div members George Self and Alan Clark for 
a very enjoyable evening. 
 
Saturday 22nd October was a very full on day, Starting with National 
Memorial Service being convened at the Korean War Memorial in An-
zac Parade, the Governor General, Chiefs of Defence Forces, Korean 
Ambassador, Korean Military Attaché and many more Dignitaries in 
attendance, including the Federation Guard and Army band, all taking 
part in the ceremony, with a Fly Pass by two RAAF F18s. 
On completion of the Memorial Service. as invitee's we were bussed to 
the Republic of Korea Embassy for a Reception and Luncheon. 
On completion of Reception and Luncheon we were bussed back to 
Rydges to prepare for Commemorative Formal Dinner to be convened 
also at Rydges Lakeside... 
 
There was a big surprise and privilege awaiting myself and my wife Val 
as we were placed at the VIP table with His Excellency Dr Woo Sang 
Kim Republic of Korea Ambassador to Australia, his wife Mrs Moon 
Young Kwon and seated next to me was Colonel Dae Hee Ahn, Re-
public of Korea Military Attaché accompanied by his wife Mrs Kyung Im 
Lee, also at the table were Mr Vic Dey OAM National President of the 
Korean Veterans Association of Australia and his wife Edna and, Gerry 
Steacy and his wife Elaine. 
It was a very memorable and enjoyable evening, I might add the Atta-
ché was very  interested to hear about HMAS SYDNEY and the Fleet 
Air Arm Squadrons, most interesting.  After various other visits and 
events, another semi formal Dinner was held on the Sunday that con-
cluded our Canberra commitments after a good night’s sleep a  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  Let’s start this epistle by wishing all our folks a merry and 
bright Christmas and New Year. As the years go by we seem to 
be saying this at closer and closer intervals. 
 
Last meeting on 28th November resulted in a good turn up of 19 
members, good to see. The numbers of apologies mean they 
hadn't forgotten. 
Tas Browning said the number of registrations for Kapyong Day 
at Easter the north and north west of Tasmania have been a bit 
slow. It is still on so if you can make it then register your names 
and intentions. PLEASE !!! Tas is putting a lot of effort into this 
event so reward him. 
 
He informs us the Launceston City Council is having a Civic 
Reception in the Town Hall Reception Centre for those regis-
tered. Date Thursday 21 April 2011 at 1500. More on this issue 
on the next issue of "Slipstream" or call Tas on 64246314. 
For those people who know me and my family, my wife "Mitzi" 
has not been very well these last few months. Right now she is 
in the Launceston General Hospital undergoing treatment for 
blood flow problems, at one stage the loss of her right foot was a 
strong possibility. Not good news but we are hoping for better 
news. 
 
On a lighter note. Barry Simpson tells me he has started back 
playing the trombone after a break of 28 years. He was an inau-
gural member of the "Blue Jacket Band" at Albatross in the 
1950's. He continued playing after discharge for some years 
then gave it away. Now he has started with a band along our 
NW coast. 
 
Membership has raised itself again. If anyone can encourage ex 
FAA people to join and swell the ranks would be fine. Our mem-
bership is on the natural decline and surely there are a lot of ex 
FAA out there  - we need their membership to stay airborne. If 
you know any, get onto them!! Us old originals are not going to 
last forever. 
 
I will leave it at that and get this away to Greg. 
 
Our next meeting is on Feb 27 2011 at ‘50 and Overs Club’ in 
Ravenswood, Launceston. If you are in Tassie you are welcome. 
Starting time 1100. 

 

Cheers for now 
Matt Jacobs (Jake) 

TASMANIAN DIVISION 

VICTORIA 
DIVISION 
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sumptuous breakfast it was goodbye to Canberra and we made our 
way to Nowra. 
 
We arrived at Nowra on Monday the 25th October, where George Self 
met up with us on the Tuesday, and we began the usual sightseeing 
tours, and visiting all the clubs in the area as you do, to be joined by 
John & Sylvia Ikin in preparation for the Federal Council Meeting on 
the Saturday, all very enjoyable, the FCM and the NSW Division 
Luncheon and meeting up with old friends. 
 
Unfortunately for Val & I on arriving back home, we discovered our 
house had been broken into, and we had been robbed, what a mess, 
not a nice feeling, and I might add very stressful, but as the Police 
Crime Squad stated it could have been worse, with the things that are 
occurring these days around the country. 
 
But moving on ,the next official function we were invited to was the 
Korean War 60th Anniversary, The Little Angels honouring Korean War 
Veterans and the opening of the Kapyong -  Maryang San Bridge at 
the Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital, Remembrance Garden on the 
19th November,( For information about the Little Angels Children’s 
Folk Ballet of Korea was founded in 1962 to convey to the people of 
the world the peace - loving spirit of the Korean people, the ages of 
these very talented children ages range from 9 to15 years . 
Their visit to Australia was the second last of the 16 UN - member 
nations that aided the Republic of Korea during the Korean War. And 
the purpose of the tour will be to honour the Korean War Veterans and 
their families) 
 
Adding to this His Excellency Dr Woosang Kim, Ambassador of the 
Republic of Korea to Australia and Dr Bo Hi Pak Co- Chairman and 
Executive Director, Korean War 60th Anniversary Memorial Commit-
tee, formally invited myself & Val to the VIP Reception in honour of the 
United Nations Korean War Veterans at the Palais Theatre St Kilda 
followed by The Little Angels Performance. 
 
Just prior to the performance I was notified that six people including 
myself would be called up to the Stage during the performance to re-
ceive an award,, "Be ready when your name is called" I was told when 
all six veterans were on stage, each were presented with a very im-
pressive Medallion by the Ambassador assisted by a different "Little 
Angel" for each veteran. 
 
Personally I was greatly honoured receiving this award, and at the 
same time emotionally humbled by the respect shown and given by the 
appreciative Korean people. 
 
May I apologise for this report being so self indulgent, but that's life. 
 
The Division is conducting its Last meeting for the year and Christmas 
Breakup on Sunday 12th December, 
 
On a sad note before closing   Loris Jordan the loving wife of Les Jor-
dan passed away on the 2nd December 2010 our sincere condolences 
to Les and Family. 
 
Yours Aye 
Ron Christie 
President 
 
 

 

 
 
  Another year all but gone, Christmas & New Year parties to 
contend with but from all of us in the West we wish you and 
yours a great festive season. 
  
A big welcome to Geoff Ledger as our new President & a great 
“thank you” to David Farthing for his great  contribution’s  over 
the past years. 
  
Congratulations to all of those Members who were elevated to 
the position of Life Member, it’s a great honour to be recognized 
for the service you have given your Division over the years, also 
congratulations to those Members who were awarded Diploma’s 
of Merit. 
To Jack Suriano and John Green, congratulations from all Mem-
bers of the Western Australian Division. 

 

     Jack and John were presented with their certificates and Life 
Member badges by President Winston James at our Christmas 
Lunch today 12th December, both have been Members since the 
Association was first formed in 1977, both holding varied Execu-
tive positions.                         
        Our Christmas Lunch followed the presentations and again 
was a great success. We sat 60 down to a turkey; ham and all 
the trimmings main course and plum pudding duff. 
  
 

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN                                                
DIVISION 

      President Winston James making presentation’s to 
Jack Suriano and John Green 
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Clive & Margaret Mayo had made up baskets and packages 
from all the donations from Members  for our raffle prizes which 
numbered over 30; they were followed by a massive ham donat-
ed by John Brown’s local butcher and then a bottle of scotch 
donated by the management of Rosie O’Gradys; there were a lot 
of multiple winners who staggered out under the weight of their  
winnings. 
 
With all the good news unfortunately there comes the sad news 
and since our last article we have lost three Members of our 
Division. Tom Mitchell, who was a foundation Member and the 
first Treasurer of the Association; Trevor Leggo,  who we saw 
mainly on ANZAC Day and regularly supplied the photo’s to me, 
Trevor had been diagnosed with a brain tumor which was re-
moved but he lost the battle and Amy Bushe-Jones, wife of Theo 
and Mother of Sharron Spargo  who is an Honoury Member of 
the Division. Amy had been alongside Theo from the beginning 
of the Association and was a favourite with all Members past 
and present. Her funeral was a fitting tribute to her life and to her 
family. R.I.P.  
 
Yours aye 
 
Keith (Squizzy) Taylor 

Scribe. 

  SOUTH  AUSTRALIA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Time for another report and I am pleased to say that our 
lunchtime meetings continue to attract a good roll up of mem-
bers and partners.  
At this time we have 60 members in our Division. 
 
We are still without a Secretary but the new committee is holding 
up well. 
President .... Leon Coppins 
Vice-President.... Mike Stubbington 
Treasurer  .. Gordon Gray 
Committee Members.. John Saywell, Ian Laidler and Dinsley 
Cooper. 
Newsletter Editor .. Dinsley Cooper 
Social Secretary duties to be conducted by committee members 
as required. 
Delegates to federal Council..  John Saywell and John Siebert 
Consultative Council of Ex SOs-SA ..  John Saywell 
 
The main events since the last report were the HMAS Mel-
bourne Reunion, The Federal Council AGM, the Remembrance  

Day Ceremonies and our SA Division General Meetings and 
Awards Dinner. 
I made an effort to attend the HMAS Reunion but never got 
there !!   
I was driving in the flooded area between Albury and Holbrook 
and the car was washed off the road about 5 k south of 
Holbrook.  The police were already there to close off the high-
way so they pushed my car, “floating in the water” back to the 
edge of the highway and I drove it back to Albury for repairs then 
back to Adelaide. The front and rear bumper skirts were dam-
aged on the Mercedes SL convertible and I am still waiting for 
replacements to come from Germany. The engine never missed 
a beat. 
I am OK, apart from a few bruises at the time. 
 
Federal Council..Grant Jesser represented us at the Federal 
Council AGM. Thank you Grant.  He will be in Adelaide later in 
December so we will catch up with him then.. 
 
Remembrance Day Ceremonies in November were held in 
bright sunny conditions with Henry Young attending at the major 
event in Adelaide.  I represented us at the Service in the Repat-
riation General Hospital at Daw Park, which was very well at-
tended. 
 
We held our Christmas Dinner and Awards Night last week at 
the OG Hotel in Adelaide.  
 
Life Memberships were awarded  to Dinsley Cooper and John 
Berry. 
 
Diploma of Merit awards went to Des Reardon and Michael 
Cain 
 
Certificate of Service awards went to John Siebert, Henry 
Young and Richard Widger. 
 
Congratulations to all recipients for a “ job well done !” 
 
Ian Laidler sourced copies of the Aircraft Carriers and Squad-
rons of the Royal Australian Navy edited by Jonathon Nally 
and many of our members have purchased them. From my time 
in HMAS Melbourne I remember some of the events included. 
 
We sent ‘get well” cards to John Saywell and Ken Hyde. 
John took ill on a recent trip to England and France and just 
made it back to Adelaide to have a quad bypass.. he is making a 
good recovery and was able to attend the Christmas Dinner last 
week. 
Ken Hyde is very ill and in ICU at Flinders Medical Centre.  He 
suffered a ruptured hernia and the resultant operation may have 
further damaged his heart, from a previous attack. 
He remains in critical condition in the hospital. Vic Byers reports 
on his progress. 
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Adelaide Office. 
Dinsley is tooling up to present the newsletter on email so better 
print quality and photos can be expected in the future ..  watch 
this space. 
 
Cheers 
 
Leon Coppins     President  FAAAA-SA 
 
Presentations : 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
  It has been a busy time since the last edition, we had the 
Association National Forum at which the changing of the guard 
saw Geoff Ledger take over the reins and we welcome him to 
the position and say adieu to David who has been there for the 
last six years. Certainly does not seem that long ago he stepped 
up to the plate and we wish him well in ‘retirement’ and thank 
him for his effort. He still has one year to serve before he is done 
completely.  
 
 Our Annual Dinner this year was a changed time and venue to 
see if we could attract more members and make it more suitable 
as well. Not sure that criteria were met but at least we tried and 
it was a more relaxed event and seemed to suit those that at-
tended more than the previous ones. We held it in the Museum 
Cafe after the National Forum at 1330  and the dress was neat 
casual. Because there is still no official operator for the cafe we 
had to get a caterer to provide the ‘tucker’ and with a bit of assis-
tance from  some members we managed the situation fairly well.   
Thanks go to Ian Ferguson for the effort he put in under trying 
circumstances and it all goes well for next year when we will 
hopefully have full time caterers in the venue. Our guests were 
Cmdre Peter Laver, CO Creswell Captain Jamie Hatcher, XO 
Albatross Cmdr Darryn Jose, Michael Gough HARS and the 
Downton Family. For a change the Victorian visitors did not take 
home all the lucky door prizes. 
 
 Our ‘mascots’, (local plovers) have been nesting just outside 
the door of the office and last week we came to find only one 
egg in tact and a heap of shell so there would seem to be anoth-
er three young ones roaming about nearby. 
 
 Included in with this issue you (NSW members) will find your 
renewal form for your subs, a book of raffle tickets and on the 
bottom of the subs form a tear off for the ‘Get Together’ that is 
being planned for Campbelltown on the 20th February. Would 
you please return this tear off with the $10 as soon as possible 
please as we need to assess the numbers to make the decision 
on whether it goes ahead or not.  Peter Weir has put a lot of 
effort into organising this event , mainly for the Sydney members 
AND WE SHOULD ALL MAKE AN EFFORT TO GET THERE. 
There will be a coach travelling up from Nowra and this will be 
on a first in first served basis so if locals wish to avail them-
selves of this please let me know and get your name on the list. 
Cost of the coach will be $10 per head and I have quite a few 
names already so do not delay if you wish to travel on it. 

 Dinsley Cooper 

John Berry 

Des Reardon 

Michael Cain 

NSW DIVISION 
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   HISTORY OF THE SYCAMORE HELICOPTER 

 

  The new book on the history of the Bristol Sycamore in RAN 
FAA service is coming along with many contributors stories, 
accounts and technical information already being formatted, 
together with the photo contributions and a similar format to the 
Gannet book it should make for a great read. More importantly 
to preserve the history of a fledging helicopter service within the 

FAA. 

 It is certainly not too late for anyone with Sycamore history to 
contribute. Stories can be personal accounts, humorous or tech-
nical in nature, long or short. Any photos and especially colour 

‘slides’ will certainly be appreciated. 

 Please send photos and slides via registered mail, they will be 
scanned and returned within a few days, also via registered mail 
to minimize any risks. Scanned material is also welcomed at a 
resolution of 800psi or copied to a disc at a much higher resolu-
tion.  Please include a photo of yourself to be included in the 

publication. 

My contact details: 

BEN PATYOWSKI 

16 COWPER ST. 

FAIRY MEADOW NSW 2519 

e-mail … bandhpatynowski@bigpond.com 

Ph. (02) 42841801 

Mb. 041 373 1390 

Keep well and the seasons best, 

Ben 

 The proposed venue is the Campbelltown RSL Club, Carberry 
Street (off Cordeaux Street) Campbelltown on Sunday 20th Feb-
ruary from 1200-1700. Cost will be $10.00 per head which will 
cover ‘finger food’ And this will be served from 1300.Drinks can 
be purchased from the bar in the ‘Function Room’. If you wish 
accommodation there are several venues nearby and info on 
them can be had by contacting either Peter or myself.  Guests  
are welcome (same charges APPLY). 
 The Committee has made a decision that in the event of num-
bers not being sufficient to conduct the event then any monies 
already paid (except coach fares) will be donated to the ‘Cancer 
Council’ this decision was taken as the logistics in returning pay-
ments to each individual was onerous and costly so the Cancer 
Council was selected as we all know someone close to us that 
has had need to use their services.  
A decision will be made late January and will be published in the 
Daily Telegraph on Monday the 31st January, on the web site 
and any other place we feel will get the message out. Peter 
Weir’s phone number is 02 46282152 or 0417 066357. My num-
ber is 02 44471602. 
 
 Remembrance Day is now an occasion to celebrate at the 
Memorial Gardens at the Fleet Air Arm Museum  and it is a fit-
ting venue for this day of honour to our fallen brothers. The site 
as a whole is now starting to look very good, we have almost 
two rows of plaques on the back wall of the Wall of Service and 
the Roll of Honour takes up the inside of the Northern face; it 
can only get better as more plaques are attached. An up to date 
photo of the area will be included in the next issue along with an 
application form for those who ‘just seem to have misplaced the 
one they were going to fill in’. 
 
 I must take this time to wish all of the Association members 
the very best for Xmas and a fruitful New Year, may the ‘hang 
overs’ not be too large and the fish bite well, 
 

    
  
               Greg Wise 

STOP PRESS 
          Due to circumstances 
beyond our control this issue will be a bit 
late arriving, I have had a lot of phone 
calls regarding membership subs and I 
have explained this to those callers. 
 The acceptances for the ‘Get Together’ 
at Campbelltown will be the main priority 
in the next month and if you could send 
them in ASAP it would be much appreci-

Medical notice for Gold Card holders 

Prior to 1st Aug 2010 DVA has not provided coverage for medi-
cal vaccinations for DVA clients travelling overseas, the ap-

proach was that these were privately incurred expenses. 

DVA has now released a new Business Line where in it now 
states that as from the 1st Aug 2010 all GOLD CARD holders are 
eligible for all required vaccinations to be covered under the 

Gold Card arrangements. 

Any Gold Card holders that may have incurred charges from 1st 
August 2010 are able to seek reimbursement via DVA. I would 

expect a fact sheet covering this to be issued shortly. 

mailto:bandhpatynowski@bigpond.com
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VALE:  
       Flight Engineer David John Randall. 
 

 David passed away on the 3rd of August this year after a battle 
with cancer. David came to the Aviation Industry having served 
with the RAN Fleet Air Arm as a Leading Airman at Nowra and 
on HMAS Sydney during the Korean conflict servicing aircraft on 
“Sydney "and other aircraft as random fly-on visitors. 
 
On discharge from the RAN, David joined TAA in 1956 as an 
Engineer and was on strength with TAA’s Aircraft Maintenance 
Dept. At Brisbane Airport until 1964 when he transferred to the 
Flight Staff of TTA Operations Dept. to take up duties as a Flight 
Engineer. 
 
He served his F/E time on the Douglas DC6B, then, with a con-
version at san Diego, operated on the Boeing 727 and Air Bus 
Industries' A300B4 Aircraft when he was endorsed at Toulouse, 
France, in 1981. This wide body Jet was the 1st of it’s type intro-
duced to the domestic scene in Australia by TAA. David was to 
become part of the rebranded TAA when it became Australian 
Airlines.  
He retired in 1986 and lived with his lovely wife, Joan, at para-
dise Point, Queensland. He passed away after Orbits of the Sun 
and is survived by Joan and children, Sue, Wendy and David Jr. 
 
David was a strong supporter and member of the Queensland 
Division of the Fleet Air Arm Association. 
 
                   Barry Lister 

 VALE : 
 
Fred Mellish 
 
 

 

 

 

Fred dies on eve of his honour. 

 ONE of the Sunshine Coast’s most high-profile and well-

known ambulance officers has died only days before he was to 

receive the QAS Distinguished Service Medal.; Fred died on 

Sunday night after a short battle with cancer. 

 He had been Buderim ambulance officer in charge for 26 years. 

He was to receive his medal at Bundaberg on Thursday night. 

His death has stunned colleagues and friends who could not 

speak highly enough of the man who “would never give up”. The 

presentation was planned to be a surprise for the dedicated 

officer.  

The award, which is rarely be- stowed, will be presented posthu-

mously to Mr Mellish’s family. 

 North Coast Region Assistant Commissioner Chris Broomfield 

said OIC Mellish was an exemplary ambulance officer. He 

joined the Queensland Ambulance Service (then the Queens-

land Ambulance Transport Brigade) on July 25, 1976, and has 

worked at Caboolture, Nambour and Buderim stations, he be-

came officer in charge of Buderim station in 1984 and remained 

in this position until his passing; he was active in his community 

and also served in the NSW Ambulance and Royal Australian 

Navy.     

                                                                                                                                

 He is survived by his wife Val, who is a member of the Buder-

im ambulance committee, and two sons and grandchildren; One 

of Mr Mellish’s friends, Coast police officer Garry Church, said 

the paramedic’s advice on staying safe on the roads had saved 

many lives. 

                Tracy Bange 

It is with sadness that we report the passing of three well known 
naval wives. 
Amy Bushe-Jones from West Australia, Loris Jordan from Victo-
ria and Mavis Plant from NSW. 

About the Broadband for Seniors initiative  
According to the World Internet Project 2008 report, 70 percent 
of Australians aged over 64 don’t use the internet.  The two main 
reasons are a lack of access and a lack of skills. This means this 
a large number of people are missing out on a plethora of re-
sources and opportunities to communicate and connect with 
communities online.  
In response, the Federal Government has made it a priority to 
provide senior citizens with the training and access they need to 
get online.  

WorkVentures believes everyone deserves to have access to 

computers and training regardless of their financial situa-

tion.  Providing computers for as little as $250 to holders of a 

current Centre Link Health Care Card, Aged Pension Card, Dis-

ability Card or some other form of documentation relating to low-

income or disadvantage. Or to organizations that are non-profit 

organization, educational institutions, church, charity or commu-

nity groups.  
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New or alterations of email addresses : 
 
President : Geoff Ledger - chadled@webone.com.au 

 
FLEET AIR ARM               WALL of SERVICE 

 
  These are the latest plaques fitted to the wall  and as each 
order is processed and plaques fitted they will be acknowledged 
in this column. Orders are placed with the foundry in groups  so 
as to keep the price structure within reason and the paperwork 
under control and thus there will be some delay between you 
placing an order and the final end result ( the plaque mounted 
on the Wall). 
 
  If anyone requires a copy of their plaque an electronic repro-
duction of the proof from the foundry can be obtained by con-
tacting the NSW Division Administrator of the project and he will 
organize it for you or your family. 
 
       Please ensure that your details are PRINTED 
CLEARLY on your application form. It is very hard and expen-
sive ( a complete remake) to correct an error once  the bronze 
has been cast.    
 
 Application forms are available from the Administrator, on the 
front desk at the Fleet Air Arm Museum, The Fleet Air Arm Web 
site (http://www.faaaa.asn.au ) or, if you contact your State Secre-
tary he will be able to organize one for you or any other ex FAA 

personnel . Suppliers of the forms, when you give them the 
application form you might suggest  membership for this associ-

ation as well. All states can accommodate new members and 
then they would only have to write out one cheque.  

 
If you are attempting to have a plaque installed for a third party , 

it is a requirement that NOK permission must be obtained (in 
writing) and a copy attached to the application form.  

     
    

 You will see by the number of plaques fitted since the last 
magazine that progress is a bit slow, there will always  be a 
pause or two over the Xmas period as logistics( holidays that we 
all have to have) will govern the production.  The back page of 
this issue has a photographic record of the actual plaques re-
cently affixed to the Wall . If a group ( old class or similar ) wish 
to have their plaques fitted alongside each other get together 
And submit the group as a ‘parcel’ and they will be kept together 
otherwise all plaques are placed on the Wall in the order that the 
application is received. There are quite a few smaller groups 
and family members already together on the Wall. 
  
 
  
 The Administrator 
    WO Warren 
    PO Box 7115  
    Naval Post Office  
    Nowra Hill    2540 
    Ian.warren@defence.gov.au 

 
 The ‘Wall’ is now starting to look quite a spectacle, especially 
in the afternoon with the sun full on the plaques. 
 We have filled eight rows on the front face and have now start-
ed on the front face of the rear wall. Rather than made all of us 
young chaps bend too far to read the plaques this was thought 
to be a better idea. It will make no difference to the overall vista 
as there is no particular way the plaques are fitted and perhaps 
in 50-100 years one of the descendants of a serving member 
may wish to have his plaque affixed and it will fit in no matter 
where on the Wall it is sited. 
 
                        
 
 

ATKINSON  J.      R108859   CPOATA 
 
LOWE  W.S.     O707      LTCDR GLEN(AE)(TP) 
 
BOULTON R.P.   R53683    PO AH 
 
LAVERTY  R  BEM    R53897    WO AVN 
 
BROWN L.W.E.   R63526    PO ATA 
 
HARRISON R.D.   R59044    LAM (AE) 
 
CLARK L.B.      O103503    LTCDR (GL)(WEA) 
 
CLARK P.A.      O64822    LTCDR (P) 
 
McALISTER  C.S.  R66736    LS SE 
 
GUILK   A.B.     R58761    CPO AVN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:chadled@webone.com.au
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             FAA Association contact details 
 
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 
President :   CDRE  G Ledger DSC AM  RAN  (Ret’d) -  58 Wilkens St, Mawson, ACT.  
                                                                                                                                 2607  
 (02) 6286 1140                                     email : chadled@webone.com.au                                                        
 
Secretary : Mr Dick Martin -            PO Box 7115, Naval PO, Nowra.  2540                   
(02) 44225860                                    email : rfmartin@tadaust.org.au 
 
Treasurer : Mr Denis Mulvihill —       PO Box  7115 Naval PO Nowra Hill , NSW 2540           
                                                             email : djmulviAshoal.net.au 
 
Vice President : Mr Peter Welsh -    6 Banksia Avenue, Bonny Hills NSW 2445 
(02) 65854576            email: bonnyhills1@bigpond.com 
 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
President : Mr Winston James -      19 Hilarion Rd, Duncraig , WA. 6023 
(08) 94477727                                    email : winstonj@bigpond.net.au 
 
Secretary : Mr Keith Taylor-           26 Hefron St, Mount Helena, WA. 6082 
(08) 95721487   0409 913252            email :   ktt59345@bigpond.net.au 
 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
President : Mr Leon Coppins-         email : amwild@intermode.on.net 
 
VICTORIA 
President : Mr Ron Christie-          15 Bianca Court , Rowville, Vic.  3178                   
(03) 9764 5542                                   email : seafury1@bigpond.net.au 
 
Secretary : Mr Peter Barnes-         286 Ormond Road , NarreWarren South ,Vic .3805                                                        
(03) 97056669              email : hellosailor@primus.com.au 
 
TASMANIA 
President / Treas : Mr Avelon (Tas) Browning -  8 Addison St, Devonport, Tas 7310 
(03) 64246314                                    email :  tasarb10@bigpond.com 
                              
Secretary :  :  Mr Garry Sommer-   14 Emma St , West Launceston, Tas.  7250  

               email: gsommer@bigpond.net.au 

QUEENSLAND 
President : Mr Barry Lister -           3 Royal Close ,Regatta Pk,  Wurtulla, Qld. 4575        
(07) 54934386                           email : blister@caloundra.net 
 
Secretary : Mr Trevor Tite -            37 Miles St ,Caboolture ,Qld. 4510 
(07) 54993809                                   email : trevlor@tadaust.org.au 
 
NEW SOUTH WALES 
President : Mr Greg Wise -             4 Bindaree St, Greenwell Point, NSW. 2540 
(02)  44471602                                   email : gregwise@pacific.net.au 
 
Secretary : Mr Mike Heneghan–     98 Suncrest Ave ,Sussex Inlet, NSW. 2540 
(02) 44412901                                   email : mheneghan1@sctelco.net.au 
 
ACT 
President : Mr John Schonberger-  41 Noarlunga Crescent ,Bonython  ACT  2905 
0412 882 810                                     email : John.Schonberger@defence.gov.au  
 
Secretary : Mr Bruce Tunnah-        53 Enid Lorimer Cct, Chisholm, , ACT. 2608 
0414 308852                                      email : Bruce_Tunnah@optusnet.com.au 

 
 Patron -            CDRE. T.A. Dadswell AM RAN (Rtd)                                                                                           

DISCLAIMER 
 Slipstream is published by the Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia 
Incorporated. All rights reserved. Reproduction in part or whole is for-
bidden without the express permission of the Editor “in writing”. 
  All care will be taken with material  that is submitted for publication 
but no responsibility is accepted or assumed by the publisher or edito-
rial staff for any loss or damage incurred to it. The views and opinions 
expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views and 
opinions of the Association or Committee of Management. 

 
 

 

 

A LAST FAREWELL 

 

The Association records with regret the deaths of 
the following members, shipmates and  friends:  

 

 

 

Fred Mellish : September 2010 

Trevor Leggo : 21st October 2010 

Tom Mitchell : 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            

      VALE: 
 
 
 
 
 Robin Loche Hill 
 
    Not many of us would associate the name with  
the man, this being the case throughout a ‘family’ where 
nicknames were more usually known than proper names. 
Let us therefore accept him as “Bob”.  
 He was not a ‘Birdie’ as such, his basic rate was that of 
a seaman but he certainly was accepted as an honorary 
member of our family.  
 He was among other things, a printer and this maga-
zine and our Association owe him many gratitudes for his 
assistance and generosity in its production. 
 He was also a friend who would go out of his way to 
assist if he could. 
 
 He will be missed.                                    Greg Wise 
  

mailto:chadled@webone.com.au
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