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I feel very honoured to be appointed to the role of Patron of our Association and will certainly try  to be effective in that role. I’d 
like to pay a special tribute to retiring Patron Toz Dadswell for his notable work in the role for the past several years and for his 
long service to the Association generally. 
 
 
As I look over the years since retiring from the Navy I have to thank the Association for keeping me  engaged  with our former 
Fleet Air Arm colleagues through Slipstream and events such as re-unions. I’m sure we all take pride in our Fleet Air Arm 
careers, many among us were there at the beginning and it’s through get-togethers that we can all reflect on our collective 
achievements and on the experiences we enjoyed.  
 
 All members would appreciate the efforts of our office holders at both Federal and State levels for keeping the Association 
operating well and in good health. Greg Wise and former editors of Slipstream deserve our special thanks for producing an 
entertaining and informative magazine, the glue of our Association. 
 
 
In the Fleet Air Arm Museum we have an excellent staff and facility for collecting and maintaining a repository of all things RAN 
FAA and preserving its history. It rates our full support. With it being adjacent to the airfield, the visiting public has a very good 
view of both the past and the present. 
 
 
Meanwhile, the current Fleet Air Arm is developing very well with extensive reconstruction of facilities at ALBATROSS,  new 
ships and equipment coming along and  personnel development through the New Generation Navy. We would all hope that 
their FAA careers would be as enjoyable as ours. 
 
 
All the very best for 2012, how the years roll by, but make another one count. 
 

 

                                                        Neil Ralph 

                                                        Patron FAAA o A 

   FOREWORD 
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    Deadline for articles for next 
edition is  12th March 2012 

 

 Front cover :  

 
  817 Squadron flies a farewell formation over some very 
prominent landmarks in their salute to the country they have 
served for many years. 
 
Photograph taken by ABIS Cordell from the RAN Photographic 
Section. 

 

REAR ADMIRAL NEIL RALPH RAN DSC, OA, AM, RAN ( Ret’d)  
NATIONAL PATRON  

 
 

Neil was born in Melbourne in 1932 and was one of a family of 8 children. They finally moved to Ararat Victoria shortly       
afterward, where he spent most of his childhood catching rabbits, playing tennis and being a Boy Scout. His father was an ANZAC and 
veteran of the Western Front, one brother was a POW on the Burma Railway and another was in the RAAF during WW2. After      
completing High School he joined the Bank of NSW but developed a yearning for life in Naval Aviation. In I952 he trained as aircrew in 
the recently formed Fleet Air Arm of the RAN, firstly as a navigator, then as a pilot. He was a member of the first FAA jet squadron, 
which trained in the UK and travelled back to Australia in the then new aircraft carrier HMAS MELBOURNE in 1956. Service in FAA 
squadrons both ashore and in the carrier followed for several years before he was transferred to helicopter training in 1961, then     
followed further squadron postings.  

 
In 1967 he was instructed to form up a new helicopter unit to be known as the RAN Helicopter Flight Vietnam, its purpose was to train 
in airmobile operations and then support the infantry in Vietnam. With much help from the Australian Army, the RAAF and from the US 
Army, this new unit of eight pilots, 4 navigators and about 40 aircraft maintenance personnel joined the US Army's 135th Assault    
Helicopter Company in Vung Tau to become an integrated unit. An intense year of combat operations followed, with the 135th        
operating in all areas of 3 and 4 Corps, sometimes supporting the ATF, sometimes the ARVN but mostly US Army units in the Delta. 
This unique integrated arrangement carried on with different personnel for a further 3 years and was very beneficial to both Services. 
Neil Ralph was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross (DSC) whilst serving in South Vietnam for "exceptional devotion to duty and   
repeated acts of bravery” 
 
Service for two years as the Executive Officer in HMAS SYDNEY on the runs to and from Vietnam followed, then a 2 year spell in the 
UK on the staff of RN Staff College, which was a great experience.  
A flying appointment at NAS Nowra was next, then promotion to Captain and time as the Director of Naval Training and Captain of the 
destroyer HMAS TORRENS followed. In 1978 he became the first Director of the new RAN Staff College before attending the Royal 
College of Defence Studies in London in 1981. After a posting as Chief of Staff to the RAN Fleet Commander for 2 years it was back to 
Naval Air Station Nowra as CO of the Base in 1984, right at the time when the Navy's fixed wing aircraft were being withdrawn from 
service.  
 
Promoted to Rear Admiral in 1985, Neil Ralph was posted as Deputy Chief of the Navy where he served for four years before retiring 
in 1989. There have very few naval air crew to reach Flag Rank (Admiral) and Neil is one of them, he is also very lonely on the  island 
as one who entered the Navy through ‘Naval Aircrew’ entry to obtain Flag Rank. 
 
  
Life in the Navy was followed by appointment as Repatriation Commissioner in 1989. He remained in the Commission for 6 years and 
among other things initiated action with John Printz and Professor Philip Morris to establish the National Centre for PTSD at RGH    
Heidelberg. He also initiated the trial for the Commission’s rehabilitation program for veterans.  
Retiring to life on a farm in the Nowra area in 1995, Neil Ralph maintains an interest in the RAN Naval Aviation Museum, in matters   
ex-service especially as the newly appointed Patron of the Fleet Air Arm Association. Throughout most of his naval career and since, 
he has always been fully supported by his, wife Judy and his four children.  
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Hi Ed 
 
Herein I need some biographical help from early in the 50’s. 
 
The story goes something like this:- It’s around midnight on a 
Sunday and I’m traveling back to the ‘Tross’ I’m on my fairly new 
BSA Gold Star motor bike and I’m accompanied by a friend on 
his bike.  
Just out of the town of Appin I hit a ditch in the road and did a 
spectacular spin down the highway.  
Twelve hours later I wake up in Camden Hospital with my leg in 
plaster and several bits of sticking plaster covering scratches, on 
the next day I’m transferred to Balmoral Naval Hospital.  
Okay? now here’s the thing, originally I thought I was traveling 
with Brian Hipkiss but he can’t remember the incident.  
Alright, who was I with and who arranged the recovery of my 
bike and got it back to Albatross, where it waited for me several 
weeks later.  
Actually, a couple of years later, in need of money to pay for my 
wedding I sold the bike, I think to Shorty Helmers.  
 
There must be someone out there who was on the other bike or 
can remember the incident. 

Dennis Charlton 
dfcd@comcen.com.au 

G'day Greg, 
 
I read the recent Slipstream articles on Jervis Bay Marine 
section by Mick Tattersall and Don Roberts and they 
reminded  me of an event that occurred sometime in late 1954 
or early 1955.    
 
I arrived at ALBATROSS from CERBERUS as a 17 year old 
recruit Naval Airman in December 1954.  
 Soon after arriving there, in the very early hours of the morning I 
was rudely awoken by a crusher demanding all of the recruits in 
the mess muster in Roc Road.   
We had no idea what was going on but outside a bus waited for 
us.  
 No one told us where we were going but we ended up at JB in 
darkness.  
 
After walking half asleep through the sand on the beach for 
some distance we came across a sea/air rescue launch sitting in 
the sand  on the beach a few metres from the water.   
 
There were already a number of other sailors at work digging 
around the boat and it  became clear that we were there to help 
dig the launch out of the sand and have it in the water before  

Ed, 
  
Thanks for another knockout edition [Vol 22 No 3] of 
‘Slipstream’. 

 
Don Roberts’ story about his time at Jervis Bay and his 
adventures on the SAR’s sent me looking for a rather 
lovely shot of them in formation, which I discovered on the 
RAN Heritage site and attached herewith.  
 
The photo shows, top to bottom, HMAS Air Speed, HMAS 
Air Trail, HMAS Air Mercy.  
 
Greg, looking at that picture, it makes you want to sign-up 
again doesn’t it – well, almost! 
 
Cheers, 
 
Kim Dunstan 
 

 

daylight, presumably to save Navy's embarrassment from the 
possibility of a photo in one of the daily newspapers. 
 
I can't remember now when the job was completed, but the 
scuttlebutt was that a stoker crewman from the boat had a few 
too many ales at the "wets" that night and decided on a boat ride 
around JB but lost his way in the darkness and hit the beach at a 
rate of knots. 
 
 
Cheers, 
 
Buncha Keys  

mailto:dfcd@comcen.com.au
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Ed, 
 
I’ve attached a photo that will be of interest to those who served 
during the ‘Sea Fury era’ at Nowra.  
 
The picture is number 1861 on an internet site called - Flickr: 
Kookaburra2011’s Photostream -  which is worth a visit as it 
contains almost 5,000 photos of RAN ships and aircraft over the 
past 100 years; it’s an incredible collection. 
 
 Regarding the photo I’m unable to tell you who the people are in  

the picture except the chap on the BSA 350 motorcycle is CPO 
Gordon Evans, RN.  
Gordon, an Air Artificer, came out on HMAS Sydney and       
apparently did quite a bit of sightseeing on his motorcycle. 
 
 I  always love these old photos and trust it’s a point of interest 
for others and maybe a few people who can recall the names of 
the others.  
Cheers, 
Kim  

 
 

 
Editor , 
 
I was made aware of an article in Slipstream Vol 3 2011, (Just 
another day on the flight deck with 805...) where that author has 
used the RAN Helicopter Flight Vietnam and the US Army's 
135th Assault Helicopter Company's very hard earnt motto "Get 
the Bloody Job Done". 
 
That author's supervisor (CAA Jim Da Silva mentioned in the 
article) had every right being one of the EMUs in Vietnam to 
align himself to the motto but the use of the motto by others 
should not have been so casually used. 
 
"Get the Bloody Job Done" belongs only to the EMUs.  
 
We fought hard for it; it cost the lives of five Australians as well 
as 25 wounded in action, not to mention our American comrades 
who, in my just year alone lost 11 killed (with two Aussies) for a 
total of 13 plus over 22 WIAs in 1969.  
 
There were many more of the 135th AHC killed and wounded in 
the years that we Aussies and Americans fought in Vietnam. 
 
May I suggest a closer editorial review in the future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Max Speedy 
"Beaufort" 
Old Foster Road, Mirboo North, 
VIC, 3871  
+61 3 5668 1387 
E-mail: maxspeedy@dcsi.net.au 
 
Ed, 
  I agree with your interpretation of the use of the ‘motto’ but 
have to point out that as I personally do not hold a list of those 
who  actually served with the ‘EMU’ I have no way to review 
articles that refer to that period or the people included. All I can 
do is accept that these references are genuine. I was aware that 
J Da S served there and perhaps assumed the other references 
were correct . 

Dear Ed, 
  
by the time this goes to print 817 Squadron will have decommissioned 
and the venerable old Sea King will have paid off after 36 years of 
outstanding service.   
No doubt photos throughout the lives of the squadron and life of the 
aircraft will start to come thick and fast and so I'll kick off with this one, 
if you have room.  It is of No 1 Sea King OFS, the first full operational 
flying training course conducted in Australia on HS 817 TE (Training 
Element), taken in Sep 1976.  Culprits are: L-R (standing) yours truly, 
Neale "Boots" Forbes, Terry Morgan, Adrian Cass. (seated) Chris 
"Pyro" Townsend, John Edwards. 
  
Regards, 
  
Paul Folkes 

mailto:maxspeedy@dcsi.net.au
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The Stranger in our house... 
 
A few years after I was born, my Dad met a stranger who was 
new to our small town. From the beginning, Dad was fascinated 
with this enchanting newcomer and soon invited him to live with 
our family. The stranger was quickly accepted and was around 
from then on.  
 
As I grew up, I never questioned his place in my family. In my 
young mind, he had a special niche. My parents were comple-
mentary instructors: Mom taught me good from evil, and Dad 
taught me to obey. But the stranger... He was our storyteller. He 
would keep us spellbound for hours on end with adventures, 
mysteries and comedies.  
 
If I wanted to know anything about politics, history or science, he 
always knew the answers about the past, understood the pre-
sent and even seemed able to predict the future! He took my 
family to the first major league ball game. He made me laugh, 
and he made me cry. The stranger never stopped talking, but 
Dad didn't seem to mind.  
 
Sometimes, Mom would get up quietly while the rest of us were 
shushing each other to listen to what he had to say, and she 
would go to the kitchen for peace and quiet.  
(I wonder now if she ever prayed for the stranger to leave.)  
 
Dad ruled our household with certain moral convictions, but the 
stranger never felt obligated to honor them. Profanity, for exam-
ple, was not allowed in our home - not from us, our friends or 
any visitors. After our long time visitor stayed longer he became 
more daring however, and even got away with four-letter words 
that burned my ears and made my dad squirm and my mother 
blush. My Dad didn't permit the liberal use of alcohol but the 
stranger encouraged us to try it on a regular basis. He made 
cigarettes look cool, cigars manly, and pipes distinguished. He 
talked freely (much too freely!) about sex. His comments were 
sometimes blatant, sometimes suggestive, and generally embar-
rassing..  
 
I now know that my early concepts about relationships were 
influenced strongly by the stranger. Time after time, he opposed 
the values of my parents, yet he was seldom rebuked... And 
NEVER asked to leave.  
 
More than fifty years have passed since the stranger moved in 
with our family. He has blended right in and is not nearly as fas-
cinating as he was at first. Still, if you could walk into my parents' 
den today, you would still find him sitting over in his corner, wait-
ing for someone to listen to him talk and watch him draw his 
pictures.  
 

His name?.... 
We just call him 'TV.'  

Note: This should be required reading for every household!)  
 

He has a wife now....we call her 'Computer.'  
 

Their first child is "Cell Phone".  
 

Second child "I Pod "  
 
 

Thanks Rod Coupland I think a lot of us know this stranger! 

With the paying off of the Sea Kings, I thought 
members might be interested in how they came to be selected to 
replace the Wessex.  

Firstly though, I never thought they would still be 
around forty years later. I had just taken over as The Director of 
Naval Aviation Policy (DNAP) in late 1971 and was informed by 
my predecessor, CDRE George Jude, that the wheels had been 
set in motion to find a replacement for the Wessex as the next 
Front Line ASW helicopter. 

 
 It was soon apparent that the field was fairly limited to the 
Sikorsky and Westland versions of the Sea King, and the French 
Super Frelon.  
The SuperFrelon was obviously too big and was soon dropped 
from contention. I’ll return to this decision later. 
 
 There was not much in it between the two versions of the Sea 
Kings and it looked as if though it was going to be a hard 
decision.  
Westlands then managed to sneak ahead of its Sikorsky rival by 
offering the six bladed tail rotor which enabled an increase 
engine power and hence improved performance. 
 
 Having made the decision that the Westland aircraft was the 
correct choice, the next decision to be made was which sonar 
system?  
Those old enough will recall that the Wessex 31A had the British 
194 sonar system, and then the fateful decision was made to fit 
the American AQS 13 in the modified Wessex 31B. 
 The question was whether to go for the 195 in the RN Sea 
Kings, a safe option as it was already in service, or to chance it 
again, opting once again to install AQS 13.  
I sought advice from a number of areas but it was pretty soon 
clear that it was my call. In the event I opted to stay with AQS 13 
as it was already installed in the USN Sea King. 
 
 It was then on to the development of the project directive, to 
be followed by fighting it through all the committees to seek 
approval.  
Our initial numbers were for twenty four aircraft but this was 
soon knocked down to ten as the cost was too much for Defence  

        BEHIND THE SCENES OF THE SEAKING SELECTION 
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to stomach. 
Somewhat amusing, in our project directive, we had stated that 
the Sea Kings were to replace the Wessex in the ASW role, not 
realising that this left the door open to retain the Wessex in the 
Utility role, which as is well known, we did. 
 
  Once out in the open, vested interests started to raise their 
ugly heads.  
The first was a certain retired admiral who had become a       
lobbyist for Aerospatiale, the manufacturer of the Super Frelon.  
Unannounced, shortly after, he strolled in to my office and threw 
a few brochures extolling the big bird on my desk, and then  
proceed up the corridor to inform CNS that he had set DNAP 
right on what should be the Wessex replacement.  
Shortly after I was called up to explain to CNS why the Super 
Frelon was not a goer; this was not too difficult. 
 
 The next interference came from the then Department of   
Supply one Friday afternoon when I received a phone call from 
an Assistant Secretary from that organisation who didn’t beat 
about the bush but came straight out with a blunt statement that 
we had chosen the wrong helicopter and that once again it 
should be the Super Frelon; I couldn’t believe my ears!  
 My reaction was to tell him that my team would front up at    
Anzac West on the Monday to have him explain himself. 
 
 The outcome was that we discovered that Supply had        
arranged an off set with the French of 200 Turana anti aircraft 
training missiles if we purchased the Big Bird. Needless to say 
the Supply pipe dream was just that. 
 
 Next it was on to the development of the necessary motion 
simulator.  To this point our only experience of simulators was 
the Tracker WST which was a non motion systems trainer.  
Our first thoughts were to seek the help of the RAAF who had 
recently entered the simulator business. Jerry O’Day, deputy 
DNAP, and I visited Richmond but didn’t get much help so our 
thoughts turned to QANTAS.  
A visit was then arranged to Mascot where we expected to talk 
to their operations people; however QANTAS being wiser than 
us fortunately had us briefed by their engineering team. 
 
 Being relatively ignorant of the technicalities of motion       
simulation, their presentation was a real eye opener. As an   
example, we learnt that in specifying your requirements for  
simulation it was not good enough to state ‘simulate rotor noise’ 
it had to spell out from start up to shut down all the various 
noises in between.  
Possibly old hat nowadays but news to us. Now some possibly 
won’t believe this, but they lent us the specification for the 747 
simulator as a guide and a very useful tool it proved to be, all 3 
cm’s thickness of it. 
 
 Serious consideration of the need for off- set deals with     
overseas providers of military equipment was now all the go. 
Shortly after the project became public, I was phoned by a chap  

who had heard about our interest in simulators and expressed 
an intention to become involved.   
We knew about smart locals acquiring the agency rights for 
overseas equipment which could be a right little earner; however 
they normally never had any facilities of their own and were just 
a delaying impediment in the selection and purchase of the 
equipment.  
I can recall to this day talking this chap out of his interest  
knowing that I was treading on very dodgy ground, but  
fortunately we never heard any more from him. 
 
 Finally, after much paper work, and many meetings the go 
ahead to purchase ten Westland MK 50 Sea Kings was ap-
proved. Jerry O’Day and Frank McMillan, deputy DNAE then 
proceeded to the UK to finalise the specification. They were   
subsequently followed by the contract negotiating team of     
myself, DNAE Captain Frank Walmsey, ACNS Pat McNamara, 
and Mr D’Sousa of the Department of Supply. 
 To Westland’s surprise we had prepared our own version of 
the contract which they agreed to accept, and as the saying 
goes, the rest is history. 
 However there is one final small piece of history to record and 
that is my final contribution to the aircraft specification which was 
to remove the requirement for heated seats; I wonder if any  
aircrew over the last almost forty years have felt their loss? 
 
Norman Lee 
    

Ed, 
 
Re. the photo of 851 Squadron, on page 18 of Slipstream. 
It couldn’t have been in 1955, as Martin Scott didn’t become 
C.O. until July / August 1956. Digby Johns was C.O. until that 
time. 
I think I can recognise myself in the photo; and as I left the Sqn. 
in Sept. 56, it must have been taken Jul., Aug., or Sept. 
 
Just a minor point ! 
 
Regards, 
 
John. 

 Don’t let anyone try to tell you that punctuation isn’t important 
these days ! In the world of hi-tech gadgetry, I've noticed that 
more and more people who send text messages and emails 
have long forgotten the art of capital letters. For those of you 
who fall into this category, please take note of the following 
statement: 
  
  "Capitalisation is the difference between helping your Uncle 
Jack off a horse and helping your uncle jack off a horse." 
 
                             Is everybody clear on that? 
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An Obituary printed in the London Times   
 
 
Today we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend, Common 
Sense, who has been with us for many years.  
No one knows for sure how old he was, since his birth records 
were long ago lost in bureaucratic red tape. He will be            
remembered as having cultivated such valuable lessons as:  
- Knowing when to come in out of the rain;  
- Why the early bird gets the worm;  
- Life isn't always fair;  
- and Maybe it was my fault.  
 
Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial policies (don't 
spend more than you can earn) and reliable strategies (adults, 
not children, are in charge). 
 
His health began to deteriorate rapidly when well-intentioned but 
overbearing regulations were set in place.  
Reports of a 6-year-old boy charged with sexual harassment for 
kissing a classmate; teens suspended from school for using 
mouthwash after lunch; and a teacher fired for reprimanding an 
unruly student, only worsened his condition.  
 
Common Sense lost ground when parents attacked teachers 
for doing the job that they themselves had failed to do in       
disciplining their unruly children.  
 
It declined even further when schools were required to get    
parental consent to administer sun lotion or an aspirin to a    
student; but could not inform parents when a student became 
pregnant and wanted to have an abortion. 
 
Common Sense lost the will to live as the churches became 
businesses; and criminals received better treatment than their 
victims.  
 
Common Sense took a beating when you couldn't defend    
yourself from a burglar in your own home and the burglar could 
sue you for assault.  
 
Common Sense finally gave up the will to live, after a woman 
failed to realize that a steaming cup of coffee was hot. She 
spilled a little in her lap, and was promptly awarded a huge   
settlement.  
 
Common Sense was preceded in death; by his parents, Truth 
and Trust; by his wife, Discretion; by his daughter,                 
Responsibility; and by his son, Reason.  
 
He is survived by his 4 stepbrothers;  
 
I Know My Rights  
I Want It Now  
Someone Else Is To Blame  

I'm A Victim  
 
Not many attended his funeral because so few realized he 
was gone. If you still remember him, pass this on. If not, 
join the majority and do nothing.  
 
                    Basil Nash 

ALBATROSS 
 
The Fleet Air Arm “Albatross” laid a golden egg in 1948 
Their offspring didn’t know it then-it had an early fate 
But in less then two score years many memories are made 
And while the fleet air museum is here these will never fade  
 
I’ll print for you a picture in just a few brief words 
Of the conditions, the times and the men who flew like birds 
Let’s talk about the concerts at the Nowra School of Arts 
When nearly all the men at Albatross took a leading part 
 
The talent amongst the men was first class for sure 
As all the Nowra folk kept clapping shouting more 
Transport was a problem- most didn’t have a car 
And they were pretty ancient and didn’t get you far 
 
“You’re a minute late” Air Fitter Brown heard the Officer say 
“The car she let me down Sir she broke down on the way”” 
“Let it not happen again son now go without delay” 
 
“Send your passenger in- what’s your excuse P.O. Fry? 
“I’ve heard Brown excuse now you can have a try” 
“My mates’ car broke down just like he must have said” 
“I pushed the rotten thing for a mile until I was nearly dead””  
 
“You were adrift one minute” Fry heard the Officer say 
“One day’s stoppage of leave, one day’s stoppage of pay” 
Then there was the time when hubby was duty one in three 
If it was a Sunday the family got invited out for tea” 
 
Married quarters was called the flourishing ‘cabbage patch’ 
We filled old Nowra’s hospital as one by one we hatched 
“My wife’s had here first Sir request compassionate leave” 
“My lad you can’t tell me honestly you are that naïve?” 
 
“Regulations state quite clearly and I know it for a fact” 
‘“You must be there to lay the keel-the launching you can’t be at 
The children’s Xmas party oh what a grand affair 
The Base looked like Sinbad’s ship all the pirates were there 
 
Caves with buried treasures and decorations galore 
The food was unbelievable a spread like you never saw 
All the single sailors were pirates just for the day 
While the proud Dad’s in their No 2’s watched their children play 
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Santa would be in the cinema under the Xmas tree 
Calling each Childs name out as plainly as could be 
Father Xmas seemed to stuttered calling out one name 
Eastgate, Eastgate, Eastgate he kept calling out that name 
 
What about the family days aboard the Carrier ‘Melbourne” 
Do you have days like that now I think very seldom? 
From U.K came the R.Ner”s to boost our air defence 
Not only did they get our pay they got the ‘pommie pittance’ 
 
How do you think the Sailors received their pay in the past? 
Not in fancy pay packets, any old Sailor ask 
It was ‘hats off’ held in front-, the money there on placed 
Not inside the hat, on top as the pay bob they rigidly faced 
 
Albatross to thousands has been much more than a home 
And many will have these memories wherever they happen to 
roam  
 
 
26-12-1984     Dorothy June Fry  who was so proud of the navy 
 
                ********* 
I sent this to the Slipstream ,John Fry was my husband and I 
have lived at 13 Cox Ave for 62 years;  it may fill a corner in the 
magazine and it may bring back memories, it did when I read it 
to George.  
 
I was actually after information from George which he was     
unable to give me I am trying to locate retired Naval personnel 
who happened to be at the ‘burial of the rum’, probably July 
1970.  
The chippies had made a proper little coffin and a full  funeral 
was held each person was given a large drink of over proof rum 
and John who was not as drinker came home very happy , just 
walked through the door no acknowledgement to anybody, down 
the back steps and with a spade started digging in his veggie 
patch and TALKING TO THE WORMS.  
Wondering if the 'plot' was looked after or if any of the new 
blokes there know about that ceremony? 
 
 
Dorothy Fry 

Ed 
  
  I have been doing an DVA exercise program over the last 
three years and have met a World War 11 Wireless Air Gunner, 
RAAF who did thirty operations over Europe in Lancasters at-
tached to 150 Squadron RAF. 
  
When he returned to WA after the war he was farming in the 
South West of WA. He purchased a DH-60G Gipsy Moth which 
he returned to airworthy status and flew it from his farm up to 15 
years ago when he sold his farm and retired to Perth. 
He then sold this aircraft and it is still flying at Bankstown today. 
  
Over the years he bought a lot of aircraft magazines and as he 
is now 88 years old he is clearing things from his house.  He 
gave me a stack about 25cm high to read. 
In them I found eight copies, covering, Firefly, Typhoon, Seafire, 
Seafury, and the Iraq Fury, plus other interesting articles. 
  
I took these copies to our Xmas dinner yesterday, and gave 
them to Keith Taylor, to control and make them available to our 
WA members to read.  John Selsmark took the lot to begin with, 
as he was very interested in them all. 
  
Also was a historic photo of RN aircraft at Bankstown in late 
1945-46. 
  
I have copied the first four pages of this magazine, perhaps you 
maybe able to get more details for the Slipstream magazine and 
for the museum. . 

  
Will also send you a picture of his DH-60G Gipsy Moth Aircraft. 
  
kind regards to everybody 
  
      Jack Duperouzel 
                 Tel (08) 9364 4453 

 

Words  of Wisdom From Aviators                                                                          
                                                                                                                       

Flying is a hard way to earn an easy living.   

 Both optimists and pessimists contribute to society.  
 
The optimist invents the airplane;  the pessimist, the parachute. 

A sight to bring tears to the eye-  Fleet Air Arm  (RN) aircraft 
lined up at Bankstown airport prior to them being dumped off 
Sydney in January 1946. (photograph courtesy of Rob Fox 
Photography) 
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FAAAA Federal Council Meeting 2011 
Held at Nowra Saturday 29th October 2011 
Meeting Opened 1007 ESDST (abridged version) 
 
 Present: 
Patron 
Toz Dadswell 
 
National Executive 
Geoff Ledger National President and Chairman 
Dick Martin, National Secretary 
Denis Mulvihill, National Treasurer 
 
Division Delegates 
ACT:  John Schonberger, George Sydney 
NSW: Greg Wise, Mike Heneghan and Ron Batchelor 
QLD: Trevor Tite 
SA: Grant Jesser  
TAS: Proxy Votes to National Secretary 
VIC: Ron Christie, Mal Smith 
WA: Ian Ferguson 
 
Nomination of a Vice President 
 
The NSW Division has nominated Captain M.P. (Paul) Folkes 
RANR 
The Nomination was Seconded by the ACT Division and passed 
unanimously by the Delegates 
 
The President then welcomed Paul to the position of Vice   
President and added that he would bring a wealth of knowledge 
pertaining to the Fleet Air Arm which would be of great value to 
the Association. 
 
Retirement of our Patron and endorsement of a New Patron   
 
 At the Federal Council Meeting in October 2010 our current 
Patron Commodore Tos Dadswell (Ret’d) indicated that he 
would retire at the FCM in October 2011 
The President informed members 
“It is with some sadness that we say farewell to our outgoing Patron, 
Toz Dadswell. Toz has been a driving force behind the FAAA and the 
Museum for many years. His wise counsel, good humored advice and 
snappy emails have been very much appreciated during my first year 
as President, but also during David’s time at the helm. On behalf of all 
members I sincerely wish Toz and Gwen the very best and I am sure I 
will still be able to get a comment or two from Toz as long as I don’t 
disturb him during his afternoon siesta.” 
The President then informed Delegates and members that after     
consultations with all Divisions that the new Patron of the FAAAA 
would be Rear Admiral Neil Ralph (Ret’d) 
 
Rear Admiral Ralph (Ret’d) indicated that he would be honored to  
accept the position of Patron and thanked Delegates and members for 
their support and that he would be available to undertake any task that 
the Association may require of him.  
 

 Ed, 
    I’m working on a project about HMAS Vengeance and I’d 
like a little assistance as I’m having trouble discovering the occa-
sion and date for the attached photo of ‘Vengeance’. 
 
Obviously, it is a significant event, yet there seems to be no in-
formation about the reason for the very formal line up of aircraft 
and the big ‘Vengeance’ sign in the middle. No doubt it would 
have taken considerable time and effort to prepare for an event 
like that and someone must remember the occasion.  
 
As there appears to be only Fairey Firefly and Sea Fury aircraft 
one might assume it was while ‘Vengeance’ was on her tour of 
duty with the RAN. One person I checked with seemed to think 
the aircraft on the starboard side forward might be Sea Hawks 
as they seemed to be horizontal to the deck on tricycle under-
carriage, but the jury is still out on that one. Assuming it is during 
‘Vengeance’s’ RAN phase the photo was probably taken from a 
Sycamore helicopter. The fact remains, although the picture has 
been widely used it is still a mystery as to what the reason was 
for the celebration and the big sign.  
 
Anyhow, I thought there might be readers of ‘Slipstream’ who 
could cast some light on the subject. Vince Fasio very kindly 
suggested you might help out by running the photo in 
‘Slipstream. That being the case I should be obliged if anyone 
who can make a positive identification - that they contact me 
immediately on email: kimberleydunstan@bigpond.com   
 
Meanwhile, I hope someone out there has the answer. 
 
Cheers, 
 
Kim Dunstan 
 
In sending you the photo of HMAS Vengeance with the 
‘Vengeance’ sign on the flight deck I neglected to say the photo 
has been credited to Ralph Droughton. 
 
Ralph Droughton’s name might prompt peoples memory – so I 
be obliged if you could include his name in my request for infor-
mation  

mailto:kimberleydunstan@bigpond.com
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Presentation of Life Memberships and Awards 
A. Life Memberships 
B.   a. Award of Life Membership to Mr. Aubrey (Tom) FISH 

    (Sponsored by Western Australian Division) 
 
     

b. Award of Life Membership to Mr. John SELSMARK 
    (Sponsored by Western Australian Division) 
 

Award of Life Membership to Mr. Mick TREVOR TITE 
(Sponsored by Queensland Division) 
 

d. Award of Life Membership to Mr. John SAYWELL 
(Sponsored by the South Australian Division) 

Award of Life Membership to Mr. Michael STUBBINGTON 
(Sponsored by the South Australian Division) 
  
 

f. Award of Life Membership to Mr. Denis MULVIHILL 
 (Sponsored by the NSW Division) 
 

g. Award of Life Membership to Mr. Barry SIMPSON 
 (Sponsored by the Tasmanian Division) 
 

 B AWARDS 
 

a. Award of a Diploma of Merit to Mr. Barry LORD 
(Sponsored by the South Australian Division)  
 

b. Award of a Diploma of Merit to Mr. John SIEBERT 
(Sponsored by the South Australian Division) 
 

c. Award of a Certificate of Appreciation to Mr. Harley 
DADSWELL 

 (Sponsored by the Federal Council) 
 

The following motions were put to the meeting 
 
It was moved SA 
Seconded by NSW 
“That the Registration and Capitation Fees should remain un-
changed for the coming year.” 
Carried 
 
That the National Executive institutes a form of recognition for 
National Life Members and that be within the vicinity of the 
White ensign Cub/Museum-visible to all Members 

(Sponsored by the Western Australian Division) 
(Seconded by Qld Division) 

“Motion was carried unanimous” 
 
Amend Para 16-2 of the Constitution to read 

“The administration and financial management of The Asso-
ciation, and be limited to expenditure on any single item of up to 
$2500.00 without reference to the Federal Council 

(Motion Sponsored by NSW Division) 
(Seconded by Victoria) 

The Motion was carried:  6 to 1 (SA) voting against 
 

The FAAA o A (Inc) discontinues the audit procedure that has 

previously been adopted and there is therefore no further need 

to have the books audited annually.   

Rationale 

It is now not a legal requirement for Associations and non profit 

organisations incorporated in WA  that do not deal with in ex-

cess of $250,000 annually  to have their books audited. 

Note: the above Notice of Motion would enable the deleting of 

Para 22 (Auditor) from the Constitution  

(Motion sponsored by the NSW Division) 

(Seconded by Qld Division) 

 

Further discussion took place amongst the delegates and in 
conclusion NSW agreed to withdraw the motion to carry out fur-
ther investigations with the WA Incorporation Board. 
 
. FAAAA Website: 
As our current Webmaster Harley Dadswell is retiring at the end 
of the year the Association is in urgent need of new webmaster 
and divisions were requested to approach any of there mem-
bers whom they thought may be suitable to take up this posi-
tion. 

The following proposals were made in regard to the Website 
Past editions of Slipstream to be made available on the Website 
Touchdown magazine to be made available on Website 
Membership application forms to be made available including 
method of payment of fees 
A consideration be given to link both twitter and face-book to the 
site with the appropriate links. 
 
Addition of a Welfare Officer to the National Executive 
 
The president informed members that he had requests from 
some divisions to introduce a formal way of informing members 
and sending condolences to the next of kin of departed mem-
bers and to this end he is proposing that a National Welfare  
Officer be added to the National Executive. He requested     
Divisional Delegates to take this proposal back to their Divisions 
for discussion and hopes that it meets with their approval. 
 
Addendum to NCM 29 October 2011 
 
The President would have liked to raise this at the recent meeting, 
however, he had not checked with the individual concerned. After con-
sulting with the member, it is now proposed that the FAAAA make 
Commander Benjamin Spurgin RANR honorary Legal Officer of the 
Fleet Air Arm Association. 
 
Ben has had a long association with Albatross and the Fleet Air Arm 
going back to 1990 when he was the legal officer assisting the then 
Commander Ledger who was the Executive Officer.  He is delighted to 
have been given the opportunity to stay in touch with the ‘birdies’ 
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 Toz receiving Harley Dadswell’s ‘Certificate of Appreciation’ Snow Tite’s Life Membership 

Denis Mulvihill’s Life Membership 
Frank Jesser accepting awards for South Australian 
members 

Ian Ferguson accepting awards for West Australian 
members 

Brian Sargeson presenting the Association with a framed 
print. 
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Ed, 
   In the last edition of Slipstream there was an article by 
Captain Cris George( ret) about arming helicopters for the 1991 
IRAQ and Kuwait conflict. 
 
He writes about the gun mounts and fitting of the MAG 58     
machine gun. 
The guns we procured from the Army in Townsville with just two 
days notice and the mounts as stated were deigned, built and 
tested on helicopters at Nowra. This took place over about a ten 
to fourteen day period. 
 
The Slipstream article states that the ammunition was 5.56mm 
calibre but this is incorrect as it actually was 7.62mm calibre. 
 
There were other people involved apart from those named but I 
cannot recollect their names with the exception of LCdr         
DePetrio and staff from AMAFTU. 
 
 

 
 
  

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Some shots of the sea trials by LCdr Jack Kinross on HMAS 
Adelaide. Also is a shot of trial ship to helicopter refuelling, 
something not seen by many. 
 
 
    If history is to be recorded then it should be correct in all as-
pects and this is why I add this article to the story, 
 
                                                                                   Jim Hill 

Me test firing the gun from the rear of a Navy truck 

The gun on it’s mount 

The gun mounted in a Squirrel for testing before 
departure from ‘Albatross’ 

Seaking during sea trials 

Seaking refuelling in flight off HMAS Adelaide 
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        Conflicts in South East Asia: 
  
The role of the Royal Australian Navy in these conflicts has been 
quite high, but the outcomes for those same veterans of these 
same “Wars”  has always been ‘Work in progress’. 
 
By that I mean ,at no time has any federal government agency 
availed themselves of granting what is due to those veterans the 
entitlements that go with their service. 
Most times those same veterans have had to use the legal proc-
ess and at times it has been to the high court. 
 
One period that is relevant to this scenario is the Sunda Strait, 
and its here again where the federal government has failed to 
adequately research files with some open to public scrutiny and 
other closed, surely in that situation there need to be closer 
scrutiny and those same persons making the decision have a full 
understanding of the situations that prevailed in the 1950s and 
1960s. 
 
Too often the role of our veterans has been down played to sat-
isfy a lesser outcome with the Dollar playing a big part in that 
decision. 
  
At times we veterans have down played our role, but most of 
that is because of the detail is or not available at that time, again 
through no fault of the Veteran, as well too the ESO community 
has followed a simular line, in the main because the bulk of 
claims have eventually been met and there we tend to relax. 
 
There is still a lot of veterans issued to be resolved. 
one part of this is the passage through the Sunda Strait of 
HMAS Melbourne and her escorts. 
 
My submission put forward with very credible evidence was mis-
quoted be the minister and his staff , that can only raise two re-
sponses, either they are ignorant of the facts or don’t wish to 
resolve any issues. 
  
I look forward to any comment from all and sundry, I have found 
quite a deal from various archives and with my next submission 
that will be added. 
  
Kind regards  
Tas Browning 
tasarb10@bigpond.com 

The modern way-  not many course instructors needed 
here. Probably give some of us ‘old timers’ a heart at-
tack just contemplating this story. 
 
BAE Systems has been engaged by the Commonwealth for the 
development and delivery of training for the Royal Australian 
Navy’s (RAN) Landing Helicopter Dock (LHD) ships. 
The training will rely heavily on simulation and virtual scenarios 
using the latest technology, including avatars. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BAE said the use of advanced, computer-based technology for 
training had a number of advantages for the customer in terms 
of both cost and flexibility. 
 
“The most obvious benefit in using computer simulation is that 
the technology allows us to recreate, and for the crew to interact 
with the LHD environment, without the actual completed ship. 
“This means greater flexibility and lower cost for our customer. 
“For instance the system is capable of familiarising various ele-
ments of the defence forces, including both army and navy, with 
the ship in terms of systems, capability, size and layout and 
these defence personnel can be in separate geographical loca-
tions across the country. 
 
“With training commencing prior to delivery of the first ship, the 
flexibility of being able to train and familiarise defence forces at 
their home bases represents substantial cost savings for the 
Commonwealth.” 
 
In addition to familiarising personnel with the LHD the training 
being developed by BAE Systems also included simulating 
emergency procedures and failure modes, all in a safe environ-
ment. 
 
There are also flow-on benefits from the creation of these train-
ing packages for other navy vessels and Bradford said once 
created, these simulator programs can be easily migrated to 
AWDs, ANZACs and FFGs which could benefit the navy for all 
future training programs. 
 
Work is underway on the development of some of the simulated 
training through KBR, which developed the avatar technology 
used in the Virtual Ship Training and Information System (ViST 
IS), to be used for the LHD. 

An old record gone 
 
John Pitts passed away 25-7-2011.  He was in Class 40 , joined        
15-9-52 , O/No   R 46989.  
Liked a drink did John, held the record for the number of middies 
consumed for the first session at the wet canteen at Nowra. 

mailto:tasarb10@bigpond.com
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BAE has also recently awarded a contract to Kongsberg Mari-
time to provide a custom engine room simulator for the engi-
neers who will serve aboard the LHDs. 
Delivery of the first training packages is expected in 2013 ahead 
of the completion of the first ship. 
KBR announced last week it has been contracted by BAE Sys-
tems to develop and deliver a virtual training program to train 
crew for the Royal Australian Navy’s Landing Helicopter Dock 
(LHD) ship, which is under construction. 
The real-time, 3-D virtual training courseware will enable Royal 
Australian Navy personnel to get a head-start on training to op-
erate and maintain this new capability. 
This project builds on the LHD 3D Ship Walkthrough Computer 
Model (SWCM) KBR developed using engineering data provided 
by BAE Systems. 

The SWCM is an exact-to-scale 3-D replica of the ship – inside 
and out – including every compartment on all 13 decks.  
Using the Virtual Ship Training Information System (ViSTIS) 
capability developed through an alliance with KBR, Blohm+Voss 
Naval (BVN) and Crytek, this highly detailed virtual ship and 
immersive real-time 3-D virtual training courseware will be used 
to train the LHD’s permanent crew prior to, and after, completion 
of the ship’s construction. 
 
The courseware includes training for ship familiarisation, high-
voltage awareness, damage control familiarisation and marine 
engineering systems familiarization. 
It will also include a marine engineering part task trainer for the 
training on the forward aircraft elevator system.  
KBR will also develop more than 50 different virtual models of 
crew members, which will be used for individual and team train-
ing scenarios.  
Trainees will be able to network in a classroom environment, 
while working together inside the LHD to complete simulated 
exercises and emergency response scenarios they will be re-
quired to undertake once deployed on the real ship.  
Key benefits of this computer-based training include a reduction 
in training and operating costs, increased trainee safety and on-
board productivity, and enhanced training system availability, 
flexibility and portability.  
This article made available by Jaffa Publication vis “Australian 
Defence Magazine” 

 

Proposed new cover for the magazine 
 
 One of our members has for some time been deliberating over 
the content of a new cover for the magazine. The present one 
has been around for a while and is not all that attractive.  
I have included shots of the new proposal for general comment. 
The previous publication of this had some corrections that were 
needed and now we hope you think this version may just do the 
trick ! 
 
One comment before thought that it was offered (for a fee), this 
is not correct as it is freely given by the artist (also a member). 
 

 Feel free to offer your opinions and if you have any suggestions  
make them known as well. Good criticism is usually backed up 
with practical suggestions! 
 
                           Ed 

 

 
 
 
 
 

                 Topical front page            
    photograph as usual 

 

Volume  23 Number 1  2012 

 
 You define a good flight by negatives: you didn't get hijacked, 
you didn't crash, you didn't throw up, you weren't late, and you 
weren't nauseated by the food.  So you're grateful.  
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Captain Paul Folkes as the new national Vice President. 
 
ALBATROSS Divisions was held on 4th November and I had the 
pleasure of escorting Lady Nanette Smith and her son, Mr. Piers 
Smith for the morning.  Lady Smith enjoyed her annual          
pilgrimage to Nowra and delighted in seeing the ship’s company 
on parade in their best summer whites. 
 
With the end of the year approaching, November was full of 
events and activities for the Museum.  We had FAAM marketing 
displays and exhibitions at the South Coast Tourism expo at 
Bateman’s Bay on 4-6th; and at Temora Aviation Museum’s 
annual Warbirds air day 19 November.  The ALBATROSS    
Remembrance Day service at FAAM had a good attendance of 
visitors and ship’s company, then on the following Sunday we 
conducted an Open Day and 817 Reunion flying display        
attended by approximately 2,500 visitors including current and 
former squadron members. 
 
A Preview Screening of the new RANHFV documentary video 
was held on 17th November for those veterans who participated 
in the production.  Everyone agreed that the work done by our 
curator Ailsa Chittick and the producer Christopher Collins was 
first class.  Copies of the video are now available for sale in our 
gift shop and it complements the revised edition of “A Bloody 
Job Well Done” which was recently released.  Mail orders can 
be arranged by calling the shop on 0244 242179. 
 
Celebrations marking the magnificent service of 817 Squadron 
between 1963 and 2011 culminated with two high profile events 
in mid December.  Three Sea King helicopters performed a final 
flypast over Sydney and Canberra on the morning of 15th       
December and then returned to ALBATROSS with a precision 
arrival and simultaneous touchdown on the A Hangar hard         
standing at 1pm.  Many spectators were on hand to congratulate 
the personnel of 817 and a very informal luncheon with a few 
thank-you speeches followed.  Later in the day a Thanksgiving 
and Commemorative service was held in the Naval Chapel. 

 
The last quarter of 2011 started with 817 Squadrons’ Family Day 
on 6th Oct and over 450 visitors enjoyed the Museum’s facilities 
and their final opportunity for a ride in the mighty Sea King    
helicopter over Nowra and surrounds. 
 
The NSW Local Government Association (LGA) Gala Dinner, 
arranged by Shoalhaven City Council, was held on 25th Oct with 
almost 800 elected councillors and officials from every          
municipality and shire in the State attending.  The LGA annual 
conference had been held in Nowra over the preceding three 
days and HMAS ALBATROSS and the Shoalhaven Council 
worked very closely together to ensure a memorable visit to 
Nowra.  A Ceremonial Sunset and Beat to Quarters, mounted by 
the HMAS ALBATROSS Colour Guard, preceded the dinner. 
 
817 Squadron’s Decommissioning Ball was held on Saturday 
29th Oct with many former squadron CO’s, aircrew and       
maintainers amongst the 270 guests. Museum staff and a        
variety of contractors helped install all the infrastructure and  
equipment for the LGA Dinner and 817 Squadron    Decommis-
sioning Ball in the week leading up to the events.  Ten of the 
display aircraft were moved to the base to prepare the 1,600 
square metres on the main floor which was carpeted and           
decorated with special lighting and draping. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 On the same day as the 817 ball, the Fleet Air Arm Association of 
Australia Federal Council was held.  It was pleasing to see Rear     
Admiral Neil Ralph installed as the Association’s Patron together with  

Museum configured for 817 Squadron Decommissioning 
                Ball. 

 

The 817 Squadron Colour Guard marches off for the last  
                time 
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The formalities were reserved for Friday 16th December when 
the 817 Squadron Decommissioning Ceremony and Parade was 
held.  Guests of honour included Mr Warren Snowden MP,     
Minister for Defence Science and Personnel, Chief of Navy 
VADM Ray Griggs and the outgoing Fleet Commander RADM 
Steve Gilmore.  Of course the ‘special guests’ were the current 
and former members of 817 Squadron, and their families, who 
came from all over Australia to witness this unique occasion.   
 
You can see short videos at: www.youtube.com/watch?
v=t_o9eiS4v3E and www.youtube.com/user/RANMedia 
 
Significant Museum acquisitions for the period include the WW2 
pilot’s log book of LEUT Leslie Darby RNVR, and a collection of 
unique photographs taken by him in the Nowra and Jervis Bay 
area during 1944/45; naval aviation themed original artworks 
donated from the personal collection of the artist, Mr David    
Marshall; and the forty-eight year collection of albums, line 
books, trophies, photographs, “souvenirs”, presentations, relics 
and trophies from the recently decommissioned 817 Naval Air 
Squadron. 
 
Planning for the transfer of an ex-RAN A-4 from the RNZAF   
continued throughout the period.  Members of the New Zealand 
disposals contractor team visited Nowra on 11 October and  
liaison has been ongoing since that visit.  A proposal to transfer 
a two-seater TA-4 trainer, in lieu of the single-seat A-4 fighter 
was agreed and trans-Tasman negotiations to finalise delivery 
plans are still underway.  The technical preparation of Sea King 
‘Shark 07’ for transfer to the FAAM was the subject of an initial 
meeting with 817 and NASPO technical staff on 07 Oct. and it is 
expected that the aircraft will join the collection in the first    
quarter of 2012. 

 
 
 
 
 
In late news, one of our colleagues, Rear Admiral Tim Barrett 
AM, CSC, RAN has assumed Command of the Australian Fleet  

as from 22 December 2011.  As a naval observer, Tim com-
manded 817 Squadron, HMAS ALBATROSS and the Naval 
Aviation Group during his career with the Fleet Air Arm.  We 
wish him fair winds and following seas in his new Command. 
 
I trust that all the members of the Association have enjoyed a 
joyous Christmas with family and friends and that the New Year 
will be successful for all of us.   
The management, staff and volunteers greatly appreciate the 
support we receive from each Division and we look forward to 
your ongoing connections with the Museum during 2012. 
 
TERRY HETHERINGTON 

Manager 

Douglas Skyhawk TA-4 serial number NZ6255, aka 
             N13-154911 

 
  

Jim Hill is awarded the ‘Partington Shield’ by Catain 
Stefan King, CO of HMAS Albatross. 

Fleet Air Arm Museum is to get one of the Sea King 
fleet when the squadron is disbanded. (Shark 07) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t_o9eiS4v3E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t_o9eiS4v3E
http://www.youtube.com/user/RANMedia
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    MOMENTS IN TIME 

 

  Dave Benge ???? RAR , Alan Davidson Errol Shelly   
       just before his accident  

The old and the older or the brave and the beautiful 

A couple of reprobates 
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    MOMENTS IN TIME 

 

A family of four, Greg, Arthur, Harry and Neville 

A bevy of Australian ships getting ready for a SEATO exercise 
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The government has granted the Gold Card to all veter-
ans with qualifying service over the age of 70 as of 1 
July 2002, but many are not aware of what else they 
may be eligible and many are not aware of why they 
may be entitled to the Gold Card. 
 
These reasons may include:- 
 
Veterans receiving a disability pension at 100% or more of the 
general rate. 
 
Intermediate rate pensioners. 
 
Extreme Disablement Adjustment (EDA) pensioners. 
 
Special Rate pensioners: i.e. T&PI & ‘Blinded’ veterans. 
 
Veterans receiving a disability pension at or above 50% of the 
general rate and receiving any amount of service pension. 
 
Veterans receiving a disability pension including an additional 
amount for specific service-related amputations or blindness in 
one eye. 
 
Veterans receiving a service pension and whose income and 
assets are below certain prescribed limits. 
 
World War 2 returned servicewomen of Australia's defence force 
who have 'qualifying service' as defined under the VEA. 
 
War Widows/Widowers and eligible dependants of a deceased 
veteran, whose death has been accepted as war caused. 
 
All veterans of Australia's defence force, including Australian 
mariners, who are aged 70 years and over and who have     
qualifying service as a result of their service during World War 2. 
 
As of 1 July 2002, all Australian veterans who are 70 years of 
age and over and who have qualifying service (from post World 
War 2 conflicts). 
 
Former members of the ADF who are eligible for a Special Rate 
Disability Pension under the MRCA. 
 
Former members of the ADF with an impairment rating of 60 or 
more impairment points under the MRCA. 
 
Former members of the ADF with an impairment rating of 30 or 
more impairments points under the MRCA and receiving any 
amount of service pension under the VEA and whose income 
and assets are below certain prescribed limits. 
 
All MRCA members who are 70 years of age (and over) who 
have rendered warlike service on or after 1 July 2004; and 
A wholly dependent partner and “Eligible Young Person” (EYP)  

of a former ADF member who is entitled to compensation for the 
member’s death under the MRCA. To qualify as an “Eligible 
Young Person” under the MRCA, the child of the deceased 
member must be less than 16 years of age or aged between 16 
and 25 and undertaking full-time study and not in full-time em-
ployment. 
 
Some of these reasons are not well known and if you think you 
know someone who qualifies please let them know so as they 
can seek out advice as to their eligibility to the ‘Gold Card’. 

What about the promotion roster ? 
 
 The Royal Australian Navy has sent a delegation to Britain to 
investigate the plan, which would look to recruit some of the 
5,000 Royal Navy staff due to lose their jobs over the next four 
years. The Australian navy would directly contact redundant 
sailors and offer them “career transition options”.  
  
Australia’s Chief of Navy, Vice Admiral Ray Griggs, promised his 
British counterpart, First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Mark Stanhope, 
that Australia will not recruit personnel needed by the British. But 
Royal Navy officers have told the Australians they were “very 
comfortable” with the plan.  
 
“Navy has been closely consulting with the Royal Navy on 
options for RN personnel affected by the downsizing,” an 
Australian military spokesman said.  
“The RAN is presenting itself to personnel identified for 
redundancy as one of their career transition options — provided 
these personnel meet the RAN’s requirements. The Royal Navy 
is very comfortable with this approach.”  
 
The Royal Navy has already announced plans to cut about 
1,020 sailors, a third of whom are being made redundant 
compulsorily. About 810 personnel applied for redundancy but 
only 670 were accepted.   
 
But the Australian navy has struggled to fill positions in recent 
years, particularly skilled maintenance workers who have been 
lured by lucrative positions in the booming mining industry. The 
navy plans to specifically target British engineers to fill a 
shortage of about 200 workers.  
 
The Australian navy is also starting to make plans to staff two 
new landing helicopter ships, which are being built in Spain and 
due to join its fleet in 2014.  
 
“The plan is that the British navy would be contacting people 
being made redundant and telling them that there is an option 
for them to extend their career and giving them our contact 
details,” an Australian military spokesman told The Daily 
Telegraph. “The navy is happy for us to put out their feelers for 
our personnel.”  
 
An article from the ‘Telegraph’ in December 2011. 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/australiaandthepacific/australia
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BRIEFING TO FLEET AIR ARM ASSOCIATION 
FAA MUSEUM NOWRA 

Professor Michael HOUGH AM RFD ED 
Aims 

To Update FAA Association members of Current Progress on 
HARS / RANHF Project 

To Answer Questions relevant to the Project 
To Illustrate the Type of Briefing Now Being Given In The Com-

munity 
To Request Specific Support from the FAA Association 
 

Current Status of Project 
The agreement has been reached in principle to form the HARS 

Naval Heritage Flight 
The Flight Will Be Operated by HARS under CASA Warbirds leg-

islation 
The NHF will be retained intact at Nowra initially inside HMAS 

Albatross as at present and in the future on a purpose built 
facility on leased land NE of the FAA Museum 

 
 
CURRENT PROGRESS 

AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE TO SIGN MOA AIRCRAFT 
REACHED 

FINAL ADMIN OCCURRING ON THIS ASPECT NOW 
DETAILED NEGOTIATIONS UNDER WAY ABOUT MOA FACILI-

TIES- LONG WAY TO GO! 
DETAILED PREPARATIONS BEING MADE FOR FUNDING RE-

QUEST TO RDA REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDING 
FOR HANGAR COMPLEX 

LIKELY CAPITAL COSTS APPROX $5-6M 
RECURRENT I.E. OPERATING COSTS UP TO $500 000 PA IN 

SOME YEARS 
SET UP / TRANSFER COSTS UP TO APPROX $7000 ** which 

includes:- 
Transfer of Aircraft Registration ( 7 a/c at $150 ea 

approx) 
CASA Registration of HARS NHF as a HARS mainte-

nance site 
Insurance on 7 a/c for 1 year 
Legal Fees 

NHF MEMBERS ARE MEMBERS OF HARS 
NHF RUN BY GOVERNANCE BOARD CHAIR + 2 NAVY + 2 

HARS 
NHF ADVISORY COUNCIL 
NHF BECOMES A CASA APPROVED REMOTE SITE OF EX-

ISTING HARS APPROVALS FOR MAINTENANCE AND 
OPERATION 

 
REQUEST FOR FAA ASSOCIATION SUPPORT 

LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR RDA FUNDING APPLICATION 
PRESIDENT OR NOMINEE ON NHF ADVISORY BOARD 
ASSIST WITH POSITIVE PR 
FIND NEW / REGAIN OLDER MEMBERS FOR NHF ACTIVITIES 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT E.G. TRANSFER AND INSURANCE 
COSTS NOW/ ANNUAL SUPPORT DONATION 

       OTHER? 
 

  

 

The site of the new hangar is from the corner of the old golf 
course and takes in all the old Dept of Works buildings down to 
Artie Smith Oval. This gives the site access to the taxi ways and 
thence the airfield . 

An old pilot is one who can remember when flying was          
dangerous and sex was safe.   
 
Airlines have really changed, now a flight attendant can get a 
pilot pregnant.   
 
I've flown in both pilot seats, can someone tell me why the other 
one is always occupied by an idiot?   
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  “They’ll now apply their experience, commitment and expertise 
in other roles throughout the Navy and ADF Aviation, and I wish 
them well in their new roles,” said Vice Admiral Griggs. 
 
817 home of the Sea King helicopter, hosted its final Families’ 

Day for more than 400 relatives of Squadron personnel today. 

For many of the guests it was their last glimpse of the Sea King, 
which is fondly regarded as the workhorse of the Navy’s Fleet 

Air Arm. 

A highlight of the day was the Sea King handling display, which 
gave Squadron members a final chance to show off what the 

aircraft could do. 

Commanding Officer of 817 Squadron, Commander Paul     
Moggach, said these events have always been an important part 

of the Squadron calendar. 

“The Sea King has provided 35 years of dedicated service to the 
Navy, flying over 60,000 hours in a range of operations both at 

home and abroad,” Commander Moggach said. 

“817 Squadron could not have realised these achievements 
without the commitment of our families and loved ones.            

 A Minister decided that a visual demonstration would add    
emphasis to his Sunday sermon. 
 
Four worms were placed into four separate jars.  
 
The first worm was put into a container of alcohol.  
The second worm was put into a container of cigarette smoke.  
The third worm was put into a container of chocolate syrup.  
The fourth worm was put into a container of good, clean soil.  
 
At the conclusion of the sermon, the Minister reported the     
following results:  
 
 The first worm in alcohol ... Dead.  
 The second worm in cigarette smoke ... Dead.  
 The third worm in chocolate syrup ... Dead.  
 The fourth worm in good, clean soil ... Alive . 
 
 So the Minister asked the congregation, "What did you learn 
from this demonstration?"  
 
 Maxine was sitting in the back and quickly raised her hand and 
said, 
  "As long as you drink, smoke, and eat chocolate, you won't 
have worms!" 
 
                      That pretty much ended the service !! 

Sea Kings and 817 Squadron make their final 
flight 
 
  The Royal Australian Navy’s Sea King helicopters and 817 
Squadron have made their final flight as part of a decommission-

ing ceremony held at HMAS Albatross in Nowra today. 

The Minister for Defence Science and Personnel, Warren  
Snowdon and Chief of Navy, VADM Ray Griggs, were on hand 
to welcome the final flight and thank the 817 Squadron who  

operated the helicopters. 

"Australia’s Sea Kings are being retired after a remarkable 35 
years serving in times of conflict, peacekeeping, natural disaster, 

search and rescue and national celebration,” Mr Snowdon said. 

“In particular I’d like to thank the men and women of the 817 
Squadron past and present, who have served with distinction 
over the past 48 years. They have lived up to their motto ‘Aude 
Facere’ – ‘Dare To Do’, and have always served Australia with 
professionalism and skill. They were there for the 1994       
bushfires, the 1998 Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race, the 2001 
North NSW floods and just this year in the South East       

Queensland flood relief.” 

“I also pay tribute to those who have lost their lives while serving 
in 817 Squadron, their service and sacrifice must never be     

forgotten,” he said. 

The Australian Government announced in June, that Sea King 
shark 07 would be included in the Fleet Air Arm Museum in 
Nowra, to preserve the Sea Kings’ heritage for future             

generations. 

Commander Paul Moggach, the 817 Squadron’s Commanding 
Officer, led a formation leaving from the Naval Air Station at 
HMAS Albatross yesterday. The formation made a flying visit up 
the NSW coast, arriving over Sydney for a flight up Sydney        
Harbour, followed by a flyover the Australian War Memorial in 

Canberra. 

Chief of Navy Vice Admiral Ray Griggs described today’s            
ceremony as a fitting end to a remarkable career for both the 

personnel of 817 Squadron and the Sea King Helicopters. 

“The Sea Kings are commonly known as the Mack trucks of the 
skies. All who have maintained and operated them feel                

honoured to have done so,” Vice Admiral Griggs said. 

“After 35 years, it is time to look to the future with a new              

generation of aircraft. 

“The personnel of 817 Squadron are first rate members of the 

Navy.  Farewell to an old lady 

http://www.navy.gov.au/Sea_King
http://www.navy.gov.au/Fleet_Air_Arm
http://www.navy.gov.au/Fleet_Air_Arm
http://www.navy.gov.au/HMAS_Albatross
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Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia  

 

Blazer Order Form 

 

Blazers  made by C E Wise 780 – 782 High Street Thornbury Vic 3071 

 

Tel 1300 700 000 

Fax (03) 9484 2212 

Web Address: http://www.cewise.com.au/ 

Email: sales@cewise.com.au 

 

Specification:  80%wool / 20%polyester jacket with FAAA monogram. 

Price: $209 (including GST) postage included. 

How To Order? 

 Irrespective of whether you order via the internet,  fax  or   post    we will need the following details: 

Full Name ________________________________________________________________________ 

Postal Address  ____________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Details  (Home) _______________________________________________________ 

   (Mob) ________________________________________________________ 

 

Credit Card details (including expiry date)    _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _       (expiry) _ _ / _ _ 

  Security code (last three digits on number on back of card)    X X X X / _ _ _   

Chest Measurement   in cm or inches  _____________       Height _____________  (in cm or inches) 

By Internet   go to:   http://www.cewise.com.au/ 

Click on “Online Uniform Shops” 

Click on “Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia” and follow the prompts. 

By Fax:    Fax this completed form to:  (03) 9484 2212 

 

By Post:  Post this completed form to:  CE Wise Pty Ltd. 780 – 782 High Street Thornbury Victoria  3071 

 

By phoning us on 1300 700 000 and asking for assistance 

 

On receipt of your order we will manufacture and dispatch to you a standard size FAAA blazer which corre-

sponds to your chest measurement. This will be sent to your postal address within 14 - 21 days. Should the 

blazer need alteration we ask you to return the blazer along with a completed alteration form (which will be 

mailed to you with your blazer) and we will make a specially fitted blazer. There is no cost for either the altera-

tion or the subsequent delivery.  

http://www.cewise.com.au/
http://www.cewise.com.au/
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Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia  

Blazer Alteration Form 
Blazers made by C E Wise 780 – 782 High Street Thornbury Vic 3071 

  

Tel 1300 700 000 

Fax (03) 9484 2212 

  

Web Address: http://www.cewise.com.au/ 

Email: sales@cewise.com.au 

  

If your blazer needs altering please do the following: 

complete the details on this form 

Date of purchase   _ _ / _ _ / _ _ 

  

Date of blazer return       _ _ / _ _ / _ _ 

  

Your Full Name ________________________________________________ 

Postal Address  ____________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

Contact Details  (Home) ________________________________________________ 

   (Mob) ________________________________________________ 

Size of initial blazer supplied      _____________   

  

In comparison to this fitting blazer:- 

Chest Measurement alteration required (e.g. +2inches, -2inches) _____________ (inches or centimetres ) 

  

Arm Length (cuff) alteration required (e.g. +2inches, -2inches) ______________(inches or centimetres ) 

  

Coat length (back) alteration required (e.g. +2inches, -2inches) ______________(inches or centimetres ) 

  

Height      _____________ (inches or centimetres ) 

  

Waist    _____________ (inches or centimetres ) 

  

send this completed form along with the blazer to:  

  

      CE Wise Pty Ltd. 

         780 – 782 High Street 

                       Thornbury Victoria 3071                              Please note this service is FREE to you 

  

    Order form for blazers is on page 23 

You can tear out the page or else just copy it; fill it in and send it off to the nominated   

address. This form is only to be used if you have to get any alterations done to your blazer 

- note this alteration service is free.  

You can also use their web site if you have a computer . 

  Victorians take note of the address and I am sure you can front up and do the business. 

  

http://www.cewise.com.au/
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  Dear members, the year is nearing completion and as we 
move into the festive season, it is a period of recharging       
batteries and catching up with family and friends. It has been a      
reasonably good year for the Association, of course I would like 
to recruit more members, we all need to be active in this role 
and encourage mates that are not members to join the family. 
The Association has also been working with the Albatross    
command to try and influence our younger birdies that joining 
the Association is a good thing, and this will ensure the growth 
and sustainment of the organisation. 
 
We had a successful National Council meeting in October, and I 
congratulate all the commendation recipients and Life members 
and welcome our new Patron RADM Neil Ralph (Ret’d) and our 
new Vice President Captain Paul Folkes (RANR). At this time I 
would also like to sincerely thank Harley Dadswell for his      
outstanding work as the webmaster for the past five years and 
welcome Peter Welsh to the desk and wish him well as our new 
webmaster. At the National Council meeting, I also farewelled 
our outgoing Patron Toz, and wished him all the very best, and 
thanked him on your behalf for all the work, time and effort he 
has put into the Association over many years. I’m sure Toz will 
always be available to give the committee his wise counsel 
when requested. 
 
On behalf of the association, I would also like to thank Terry and 
the entire museum staff for their outstanding work throughout 
the year. You and your team present the FAA heritage in      
immaculate order, and it is a display that we are all very proud 
of. To the Commanding Officer HMAS Albatross, squadron  
commanders and the entire ship’s company, the association 
wishes you well for a safe and enjoyable Christmas break and 
an even more successful 2012. 
 
During the year we unfortunately lost several shipmates and/or 
their spouses, and from the National Executive, our heartfelt 
thoughts and prayers go out to all those families who have    
suffered during the year, and we hope 2012 brings better times 
for you all. To our members that are not well at this time, we also 
wish you better health and a speedy recovery.  
 
To all the embarked birdies wherever you are serving, this is a 
period when you are away from your families; the Association 
wishes you well and a speedy and safe arrival back in Australian 
waters. To all Association members, have a vey happy       
 

NATIONAL 
PRESIDENT  

NATIONAL SECRETARY  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  The Annual Federal Council Meeting was held in the Mu-
seum on the Saturday 29th October and the minutes of that 
meeting have been distributed to all Divisional Presidents and 
Secretaries. The minutes are also available on our website for 
all to read. During the meeting Six Life Members were added to 
our growing list namely Aubrey (Tom) Fish and John Selsmark 
from WA, Denis Mulvihill from NSW, Barry Simpson from Tassie, 
Trevor Tite from Qld, and John Saywell and Michael Stubbington 
from SA all very deserving of their awards as they have served 
the Association over long periods of time. As well Diploma of 
Merit awards were given to John Siebert and Barry Lord also 
from SA. 
Our Webmaster Harley Dadswell was awarded a Certificate of 
Appreciation for his tireless efforts in maintaining our Web site 
over the past years. Harley is standing down from the position at 
the end of the year and his efforts are appreciated by all. Harley 
will hand the reins over to Peter Welsh who I am sure will con-
tinue the good work. 
 
Membership of the Association currently stands at 1055 full 
Members and Life Members this has remained fairly static over 
the past four years that I have been in the job and whilst reason-
able I am sure that there are a lot of ex-birdies out there that we 
haven’t reached and it should be an ongoing task on both the 
National and State Divisions to try and improve on these num-
bers.. 
 
Slipstream still takes up a considerable amount of our workload 
and thanks must go to the dedicated band of volunteers that 
appear each time we are getting ready to distribute the maga-
zine.  Our current distribution rate is in the order of 1120 this 
includes members, overseas members, internal copies and offi-
cial copies (Navy, Government etc) Again the main problem is 
members not making sure they inform us of their Change of Ad-
dress either to the State Secretary or just email me and I will 
ensure it is passed on to their State Secretary. 
 
With luck this will get to the Editors desk before he starts hound-
ing me. 
So to all members I wish you a Happy Xmas and New Year. 
 
                             Pincher 

Christmas and safe new year with family and friends, and good 
luck for a prosperous and enjoyable 2012.  
 
                      Best wishes 
                       Geoff Ledger 
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 Hi again to all for this edition of Slipstream.   
 
Well the year has gone by quickly and it has a busy last few 
months.  The Division held a get together at the Australian-Italo 
Club in early November with a small group attending.   
 
George Sydney and I attended the National Annual General 
meeting and it was pleasing to see Paul Folkes appointed as 
National Vice-President.  It was also great to catch up with    
outgoing Association patron Toz Dadswell and newly appointed 
patron Neil Ralph as well as other National and State delegates. 
Minutes of the National AGM were sent out to ACT Division 
members by email in early November.  If anyone did not receive 
them please contact myself or George Sydney and we can   
arrange to have you included on our email distribution or send 
you a copy.  Alternatively, the minutes are available on the 
FAAA website at http://www.faaaa.asn.au/news/agm_2011.htm 
 
The ACT Division provided a donation to the Mix 106.3         
Canberra Special Children’s Christmas Party.  This is a very 
worthwhile charity and we have decided to continue with our 
annual donation of $250 to help assist Special Children in    
Canberra. 
 
ACT Division Christmas Dinner 
Our Christmas Dinner was held at the Italo-Australian Club on 
Fri 9th December and we had 18 people attend. The Raffle was 
drawn on completion of dinner.  It was good catching up with 
those who attended although the club entertainment was quite 
loud and made conversation somewhat difficult.  
 
ACT Division Raffle 
A big thanks to Don Roach and Jak Goudman for organising the 
ACT Division raffle which was drawn at our Christmas Dinner 
function. The winners were: 
1st  prize. a weekend for two at Bungalow Park NSW - Pete 
McCarthy 
2nd prize of $150 - Norma Warden  
3rd prize of $100 - M & M Tiffen 
 
2011 ADFA Awards 
The ACT Division has continued with its sponsorship towards 
two prizes at the annual ADFA Awards ceremony held on 7th 
December.  The prizes of $100 gift voucher and a                 
complimentary 12 month membership to the FAA Association 
were won by: 

Best academic performance by a 3rd year Naval Aviator – MIDN 
Alexander Clothier 
 
Best academic performance by a 3rd year Navy Aero Engineer – 
ASBLT Kate Carriage. 
 
I attended the awards ceremony and caught up with Kate     
Carriage after the prizes were presented.  Kate also received 
two other awards for her performance as an Aero Engineer,  
including the Women in Engineering Award Kailope              
Vassilopolous Prize and  the major sponsor’s award of Best 
Aeronautical Engineer from the Australian Society for Defence 
Engineering. An outstanding effort!!  Kate tells me she is posted 
to 816 Squadron in 2012 and is looking forward to undertaking 
the AEO Qualifying Course and gaining her AEO Charge       
Certificate. 
 

 

 
817 SQN Decommissioning Events 
On Fri 11th November I attended the 817 SQN Engineers and 
Maintainers reunion held at Bomaderry RSL. It was an excellent 
night with around 200 past and present Squadron members  
attending.  I managed to catch up with many colleagues,       
including quite a few of the original Seaking maintenance crew 
from 817 Squadron and many others that had travelled to the 
event from all over Australia.  
 
Other members from the ACT Division also attended the 817 
SQN Mess Dinner held at ALBATROSS Wardroom and by all 
accounts it was a great night too. I am heading over for the 817 
SQN decommissioning parade on Fri 16 Dec 11 and hope to 
catch up with many old shipmates. Some photos from the     
reunion are below. (courtesy of Ron Dempster and Brad Hock) 
 

 ACT DIVISION 

ASBLT Kate Carriage with FAAA ACT Division President 
John Schonberger at the ADFA Awards Ceremony 

http://www.faaaa.asn.au/news/agm_2011.htm
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We have pleasure in wishing you all a very merry Christmas and 
New Year. Roll on 2012! Dee and I have just returned after a 
week or so in Fiji. Very relaxing and the people are friendly. I 
found the costs high being “trapped” on a remote island! but 
learned to enjoy it fairly quickly. 
 
Our visit to the Ipswich Rail Way Workshops Museum in       
November was enjoyable, though a pretty hot day. We all got 
onto a “Traverser” to be shunted to the Blacksmith’s Shop and 
Steam Workshop. Bit of fun! There used to be around 3000  
people working there in it’s heyday. The lunch was good, in     
air-conditioned rooms, then we could wander at will through the 
various sections. Dee and I found the area where we were able 
to use simulators to drive the Tilt Train with no falling off the 
rails. 
 
Ray and Dot Guest had not long got back from their adventures 
through South America and Europe and they gave me a good 
write up for our Newsletter. Rex and Kath Day are managing ok 
after their mishaps earlier in the year. It was good to see Brian 
and Miriam Porter enjoying the visit. Phil Blakemore came down 
from what was the horrific flood area. He reckoned the torrents 
came past both sides of his property but he was ok. 
 
We are delighted to congratulate Trevor Tite in his being 
awarded Life membership of the Association. He was at the 
Council meeting and had no idea that his number was up. 
Thanks to all for keeping the game secret from him. We also 
congratulate those from the other States who were awarded Life 
Memberships as well. We thank Tos Dadswell for his dedication 
to the Association over the years and for his time as our valued 
Patron and welcome Neil Ralph as our new Patron. Paul Folkes 
has taken up the position of National Vice President. Well done, 
Paul. Many thanks to outgoing Vice President, Peter Welsh, for 
his dedication to the job. We are collecting $5 per member as 
part of our membership subs this time and the $5 will go toward 
the finance required to secure the Historic Flight. 
 
A few of our people have been getting some sea time up again 
recently. John and Denice Ward, John and Brenda Stewart were 
on the NZ cruise. I think Ray and Alice Larson may have been 
there as well. Ray has been going well after his leg trimming 
exercise. The Hendersons have sold their caravan and are   
going to be on board over the Christmas period. Sounds like a 
fun time for all. Ian and Florence brought Flossie Nugent along 
to the Rail Museum. We always enjoy her company. 
 

QUEENSLAND DIVISION 

 
 

 
Anyway, that’s all for this edition. Take care, have a safe and 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New year.  I look forward to 
catching up with you in 2012. 
Regards, 
                 John (Schonners) Schonberger 

L-R, PJ Thornton, Andy Beldom, Eugene Gangloff, Henry 
Sweetland, Gary Lancaster, Rick Meehan and Ken Mitchell 

L-R. Eugene Gangloff, Dick Crowther and John         
Schonberger 

Members of 817 Squadron from the 1970s and early 80s 
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Warren Walters has met a lovely lady and they plan to be out 
here for Anzac Day. A good friend –an ex USN Submariner-will 
come as well. I may be able to organise a Jeep for Paul for the 
march. We’ve met him a few times. Like Warren, his wife passed 
away in recent times from cancer. We were lucky to spend time 
with both of them before the end came. WW tells me another 
nice lady, a good friend of his Gail, will be coming along as well. 
 
Saw Lindsay MacDonald on “Hot Seat” not long ago. He didn’t 
make the big dollars sadly. He now lives near Ballarat. I was 
surprised at how many of our blokes came from the Ipswich 
area. The Navy was probably better than the coal mines I guess! 
 
Our AGM will be held on Sunday, March 25, 2012, at the      
Currumbin RSL. The meeting will begin at 1030  and lunch/
picnic will follow. It will be nice to get a good roll up for the day. 
Positions are open for election. 
 
Paddy Williamson has been in hospital again. His legs are giving 
him a bit of curry. Beer intake is severely limited! Ron Powell 
has had another back op. Number 4 now and is doing ok. Gwen 
won 1st prize in the raffle and took the Hamper rather than the 
bottle of Bundaberg Rum, much to Ron’s disappointment! Trevor 
and Lorraine did their usual good job in organising the raffle 
prizes. Thanks. 
 
Dee and I went to a thermal pool/mud bath in Fiji. Good for the 
body, they reckon. The water was very hot and mud very black 
and mucky but we did feel better after several showers ( I think!) 
 
Well, I’m done so will close now with our very best wishes to all 
for 2012. 
 
Barry Lister 
President 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Mick Blair posing! 

At the Railway workshops 

Kath and Rex Day  
Gary Reid and Rex Day 

Flos Nugent shows she 
can still enjoy her sweets  
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Our lunchtime meetings continue to attract good numbers of members 
and partners. We have relocated from the O G Hotel to The Windsor 
Hotel 
We have the ( free) use of the Conservatory Room adjacent to the 
hotel which is more private and less noisy.  Dinsley researched the 
venue and it has turned out to be a real winner. 
  
Our participation in the Navy Week Service at Christ Church in North 
Adelaide went very well.  Good weather and the event was well at-
tended. 
  
We held our annual dinner on Saturday 3rd December at The Windsor 
Hotel with 40 people attending.  
 It was a very pleasant evening and a good get-together as we had 
Ron Radford and others who normally cannot attend. 
  
The Executive Committee did a first class job of organising the eve-
ning with Roger Harrison and Ian Laidler assisting me with the presen-
tation of Awards. 
  
Life Memberships were presented to John Saywell and Mike Stubbing-
ton, in recognition for their dedication to a life of service to the Fleet Air 
Arm. 

 
 
 
It is a prestigous award , not given lightly, and recognises the value 
and expertise of the recipients. 
  
Other Awards were;  
 
 Diploma of Merit ;     
 
      Barry Lord and John Siebert 
 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

 
 
 
Certificate of Service;   
 
Ken Adams, Leon Coppins, Peter Coulson, Gordon Gray,  
 Grant Jesser, Doug Morris, Graham Rohrsheim and Henry Young. 

 
 Henry Young and Madge are just back from Turkey where Henry 
played Pennant Tennis with his world group.  That comes on the back 
of their return from holidays and exploring in China. 
  
John Siebert is flying out of Perth these days so his certificate will be 
sent over. 
  
On behalf of the FAAAA-SA Division I take this opportunity to ex-
tend our Seasons Greetings to the National Executive and personnel 
of all FAAAA Divisions ...... 
  
  
  
Cheers 
  
Leon Coppins 

John Saywell and Leon Coppins 

Mike Stubbington and Leon Coppins 

  
 Ever notice that the only experts who decree that the age of 
the pilot is over are people who have never flown                   
anything?  Also, in spite of the intensity of their feelings that the 
pilot's day is over, I know of no expert who has volunteered to 
be a passenger in a non-piloted aircraft.    
 
                                            *** 
    
Before each flight, make sure that your bladder is empty and 
your fuel tanks are full.  
 
               *** 
 
Death is just nature's way of telling you to watch your airspeed  
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The Western Australian Division would like to congratulate and 
welcome Neil Ralph on becoming Patron for the Association and 
our thanks to Toz for all of his great work over the years he has 
held the position. 
 
The Division also extends their congratulations to those      
members who’s long service has seen them elevated to Life 
members, all  thoroughly deserved to Tom Fish and John    
Selsmark; our Life Members welcome you both to their ranks. 
 I hope to complete the register for our Life Members very soon 
and look forward to the Association commitment for a National 
register. 
We also extend our congratulations to Paul Folkes on his     
election to the position of National Vice President. 
 
The year is nearly gone and by the time this goes to press we 
will have celebrated Christmas with our lunch at Rosie O’Gradys 
on Sunday 11th December finishing up what has been a good 
year with the exception of the loss of member Ron Tate.  
He was a foundation member and  Life Member as well as a Life 
Member of the Naval Association.  
He passed away on the 24th September 2011 after a long     
illness. Ron had been instrumental in the establishment of the 
Association and the setting up of the National Association as 
well as an office holder. 
His generosity was always evident, over the latter years he   
replaced the Award Shield at TS Canning and upgraded the     
Honour Roll Board.  
His funeral was well attended by members. 
 
Our Guest Speakers at the monthly meeting have been very 
successful since Joe Kroeger started us off last year. 

 
At our October meeting we had Mr Peter King, the Deputy   
Commissioner DVA Perth as our speaker.  
He has only recently been appointed to the position and it was 
good to hear from what his aims and policies were to carry his 
department  forward.  
His address was warmly received and we have Greg Kelson to 
thank for organising his appearance. 
 
To all members of the National Executive and Divisions we from 
the West wish you all a Merry Xmas and a great New Year an 
look forward to doing it all again next year. 
 
  Keith (Squizzy) Taylor 
    scribe 

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN 
DIVISION 

TASMANIAN DIVISION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Our last meeting in Launceston gathered 20 members plus 
quite a few apologies, mine being one of the apologies. Another  
meeting clashing with ours. 
 
A most important event on the day was awarding Life           
Membership to Barry Simpson (Simms) by Vice President Les 
Cube. Pres Overseas.  
He instigated Tasmanian Division from Vic/Tas and was our first 
President for many years. So an award well earned. (Photo sup-
plied.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We also had the attendance of Tas Johnston from Hobart, good 
for you to come Tas. 
 
David Innes has had a knee replace and is doing well.  
 
We also hear Roger Itchins is in home care at Orford on our 
south east coast. We hadn't seen Roger for some years then out 
of the blue we get this news of his whereabouts. 
 
We formed Tas Division  in August 1991 so that gives us 20 
years of existence and as a lot of our oldies are disappearing; 
we still manage to stay together but need quite a bit of ‘manila’ 
to keep us there. 
 
News is scarce but we wish all you out there a Happy Christmas 
and bright New Year and many more to come. 
 

Cheers from Tassy ,- 

    Matt (Jake) Jacobs   -     scribe 

Barry Simpson on the left receiving his Life Membership      
        award from  Les Kube. 
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   Well here we are coming to the end of another year, and I 
may add a  pretty full on year, since the last edition of Slipstream 
I attended a Plaque Dedication at Point Cook RAAF Base     
Williams, on the 19th October, to respectfully recognise the 
RAAF and RAF personnel  of 77 Squadron Killed in Action in 
Korea.  
 The service was conducted at the site of the Korean War     
Memorial, during this ceremony it was my privilege to lay a 
wreath of behalf of the Fleet Air Arm. 
After the service, a very interesting visit to the RAAF Museum 
from there over to the Mess for a very enjoyable Lunch. 
 
Then two days later it was off to Canberra to attend the Korea 
War Veterans Memorial Reunion, a very full on three days 
where my wife Val and I had the privilege to meet, and  dine with 
the new Korean Ambassador to Australia, His Excellency Mr 
Taeyong Cho and the Korean Defence Attaché of the Republic 
of South Korea Colonel Dae-Hee Ahn and his wife, once again a 
very enjoyable few days. 
 
From there it is history we travelled on to Nowra for the Federal 
Council Meeting, once again it goes without saying, very       
enjoyable. 
 
The next memorable occasion Victorian Division Secretary Mal 
Smith and myself received an invitation from Captain Mark Hill 
CSC RAN CO HMAS CERBERUS and CAPT David Garnock 
CSC RAN Rtd President of the Melbourne Naval Centre to   
attend HMAS CERBERUS on Friday 2nd December for      
Ceremonial Divisions and Naval Engineers - RMIT and Recruit 
Passing out Parade. 
 
It was a very well presented and informative occasion, and I 
believe the invitations to the various ex Naval Associations may 
become an annual event, unfortunately it is limited to two only 
members from each Association, namely President and        
Secretary. 
 
The aim of the Naval Commemoration Committee of Victoria 
and the Melbourne Naval Centre is to get more Naval            
Associations involved, to pass on information in an endeavour to 
stimulate memberships and keep the Navy family alive and   
together, there is a Victorian website set up now named :NVN 
Net, which all Naval Associations are invited to subscribe to, 
with info re their Association news and functions etc,all at no 
cost, and it is working very well. 

It has been suggested that all Associations have a group      
meeting in the new year for suggestions, for the betterment of all 
Naval Associations for the future, here's hoping ! 
 
 FAAAA (Vic) Calendar of Events  for the Victoria Division 2012. 
 
Sunday 5th Feb - AGM 
 
Sunday 1st April - Committee and General Meeting 
 
Wednesday 25th April Anzac Day March & Reunion 
 
Sunday 3rd June - Committee and General Meeting 
 
Sunday 5th  August - Committee and General Meeting 
 
Saturday 25th August - FAA Annual Dinner 
 
Sunday26th August - FAA Memorial Service -   HMAS            
CERBERUS 
 
Sunday 7th October - Committee and General Meeting 
 
Saturday 27th October - FCM NOWRA 
 
Sunday 9th December - Committee , General Meeting and 
Christmas Breakup 
 
Please note that All Committee and General Meetings com-
mence at 1100 at the Melbourne Naval Centre (ESU)146 Toorak 
Road (West )  South Yarra. 
 
In closing on behalf of the Victoria Division, may I take this     
opportunity in Wishing every member where ever you maybe a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy, healthy and prosperous New 
Year. 
 
Yours Aye, 
 
         Ron Christie 
 

VICTORIA 
DIVISION 

  Fighter Pilots: Cold, steely eyed, weapons systems manag-
ers who kill bad people and break things.  However, they can 
also be very charming and personable. The average Fighter    
Pilot, despite sometimes having a swaggering exterior, is very 
much capable of such feelings as love, affection, intimacy and 
caring.   These feelings just don’t involve anyone else.   
 
                *** 
The Rules are made by men who think that they know better 
how to fly your airplane than you. 
 Laws (of Physics) were ordained by nature. 
 
You can, and sometimes should, suspend the Rules, but you 
can never suspend the Laws.  
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Remembrance Day was again celebrated at the Memorial     
Garden area at the Fleet Air Arm Museum and a large          
contingent of ‘uniforms’ were also present. Neil Ralph, Dick  
Martin, Denis Mulvihill and myself represented the Association. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
`The year is definitely closing when we attend a Federal  Council 
Meeting. Nothing controversial this year and it went well. We 
have a few changes to note, a new VP in the  shape of Paul 
Folkes and a new Patron, Neil Ralph. Details of the meeting are 
covered in another article in the magazine so I will not elaborate 
any more. 
 
We held our annual dinner on completion of the Federal Council 
Meeting and even though the numbers were a bit disappointing 
all that attended had a pleasant afternoon. 
Our guests, Joanna Gash MP and partner John Anderson, Com-
modore Peter Laver, Ship’s Warrant Officer Brian Collins and 
wife Janelle and the ‘Downtons’ graced us with their company.  
 
Cmdre Laver gave the attendees a run down on where 
‘Albatross’ and the Fleet Air Arm is headed in the next few 
years. Ex Handlers will be pleased to hear that the re-
introduction of that branch will continue and the numbers will be 
increased to a considerable group not withstanding that they will 
have to crew two new ‘aircraft carriers’ and the HMAS Choules 
the ex RN support ship and that is 17,000 tons into the bargain. 
The new Sea Hawks along with the remainder of the MRH90’s 
and the replacement trainers for the Squirrels will a lot of rotaries 
about the place. Then the Arm helicopters have to fit somewhere 
as well so a large building program is due in the not far distance. 
Word is that the Sea hawks will be in two groups and there will 
be another re-commissioning of a previous squadron and it may  

just be a former ‘7’ series this time . 
 
Our new Patron, Neil Ralph also attended the dinner and made 
up quite an impressive roll up of ‘brass’; in total I could add up 1 
RADM, 4 Commodores ,1 Captain and our new Life Member 
Denis Mulvihill. The only downturn was the transportation of 
most of the lucky door prizes going south with the usual roll up 
of ‘Mexicans’, I do not know how they do it but it happens every 
year. 
 
Thanks go out to Ian Ferguson and Jim Lee for their effort in 
making things ‘just happen’ smoothly, and if you wish to cater for 
an event locally here then a group called’ Country Life’ does a  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
fine job at a very reasonable cost. Ian has their contact details. 
Michael Hough from HARS (Albion Park) gave us an up to date 
run down on the progression of the take over of the Historic 
Flight aircraft and the siting of the new hangar for them on the 
old ‘Department of Works’ grounds; all will be pleased to note  

NSW DIVISION 

Bethany Ledger, John Anderson, Joanna Gash MP, Peter 
Laver and Diana Medcalf, 

Toz Dadswell, Terry Hetherington, Judy Mulvihill, Denis 
Mulvihill, Snow Tite 
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I have to apologise for the two separate mail-outs for the raffle 
and membership fees, this was done to assist our new treasurer 
(Ron Batchelor) to take over the books from Phil Robinson. We 
will only do the one mail-out next year. It is quite a time consum-
ing job and to get two large but separate amounts of funds at the 
same time can be daunting. Your membership renewals are 
included in this edition and this will appease all those that have 

been enquiring about them.  

                    Greg Wise 

that this project is progressing well and before you know they 
will be looking for ‘helpers’ to maintain and upgrade the aircraft 
in their new home. 
 
 

Janelle Collins, Brian Collins, Robert Dunstan, Robin Dunstan  

National President Geoff Ledger and NSW President Greg 
Wise 

Kay Martin, Gail Downton, John Downton, David farthing, Judy 
Farthing 

Paul Folkes, Fae Folkes, Eric Bruce and Mike Hennighan 

Ron Christies, Val Christie, Mal Smith, Ron Batchelor and Neil 
Ralph 

The scientific theory I like best is that the rings of Saturn are 
composed entirely of lost airline baggage.  
 
                ***** 
Real planes use only a single stick to fly.  
This is why bulldozers and helicopters (in that order) need two.  
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FLEET AIR ARM               WALL of SERVICE 

 
  These are the latest plaques fitted to the wall  and as each 
order is processed and plaques fitted they will be acknowledged 
in this column. Orders are placed with the foundry in groups  so 
as to keep the price structure within reason and the paperwork 
under control and thus there will be some delay between you 
placing an order and the final end result ( the plaque mounted 
on the Wall). 
 
  If anyone requires a copy of their plaque an electronic repro-
duction of the proof from the foundry can be obtained by con-
tacting the NSW Division Administrator of the project and he will 
organize it for you or your family. 
 
       Please ensure that your details are PRINTED 
CLEARLY on your application form. It is very hard and expen-
sive ( a complete remake) to correct an error once  the bronze 
has been cast.    
 
 Application forms are available from the Administrator, on the 
front desk at the Fleet Air Arm Museum, The Fleet Air Arm Web 
site (http://www.faaaa.asn.au ) or, if you contact your State Secre-
tary he will be able to organize one for you or any other ex FAA 

personnel . Suppliers of the forms, when you give them the 
application form you might suggest  membership for this asso-
ciation as well. All states can accommodate new members and 

then they would only have to write out one cheque.  
 

If you are attempting to have a plaque installed for a third party , 
it is a requirement that NOK permission must be obtained (in 

writing) and a copy attached to the application form.  
     
    

 You will see by the number of plaques fitted since the last 
magazine that progress is good, there will always  be a pause or 
two over the Xmas period as logistics( holidays that we all have 
to have) will govern the production.  The back page of this issue 
has a photographic record of the actual plaques recently affixed 
to the Wall . If a group ( old class or similar ) wish to have their 
plaques fitted alongside each other get together And submit the 
group as a ‘parcel’ and they will be kept together otherwise all 
plaques are placed on the Wall in the order that the application 
is received. There are quite a few smaller groups and family 
members already together on the Wall. 
  
 
  
 The Administrator 
    WO Warren 
    PO Box 7115  
    Naval Post Office  
    Nowra Hill    2540 
    Ian.warren@defence.gov.au 

 
 The ‘Wall’ is now starting to look quite a spectacle, especially 
in the afternoon with the sun full on the plaques. 
 We have filled eight rows on the front face and have now 
started on the front face of the rear wall. Rather than made all of 
us young chaps bend too far to read the plaques this was 
thought to be a better idea. It will make no difference to the 
overall vista as there is no particular way the plaques are fitted 
and perhaps in 50-100 years one of the descendants of a serv-
ing member may wish to have his plaque affixed and it will fit in 
no matter where on the Wall it is sited. 
 
 For the current serving members in the FAA who wish to have 
a plaque affixed to the Wall, the procedure is the same with one 
slight difference. In the time served information all you include is 
your start time and the other end (DEE) is left open. Remember 
this is a Wall of Service and not a memorial wall so there is no 
reason to not get a plaque whilst you are still serving - there are 
numerous plaques on the wall of this type. 
 
                        

HILL A.A.  MID 
 
EVANS R.E. 
 
ROWLAND A.J.  MID 
 
HORTON A.R.   AO 
 
CONSTANTINE J.S. 
 
DUTCH B.A. 
 
TODD G. McK. 
 
GREGER M.B. 
 
LINDEN W.J. 
 
FISCHER P. 
 

 

New or alterations of email addresses : 
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             FAA Association contact details 
 
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 
President : CDRE  G Ledger DSC AM  RAN  (Ret’d) -  58 Wilkens St, Mawson, ACT.  
                                                                                                                                 2607  
 (02) 6286 1140                                     email : chadled@webone.com.au                                                        
 
Secretary : Mr Dick Martin -            PO Box 7115, Naval PO, Nowra.  2540                   
(02) 44225860                                    email : rfmartin@tadaust.org.au 
 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
President : Mr Winston James -      19 Hilarion Rd, Duncraig , WA. 6023 
(08) 94477727                                    email : winstonj@bigpond.net.au 
 
Secretary : Mr Keith Taylor-           26 Hefron St, Mount Helena, WA. 6082 
(08) 95721487   0409 913252            email :   ktt59345@bigpond.net.au 
 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
President : Mr Leon Coppins-         email : amwild@intermode.on.net 
 
Secretary: Mr Roger Harrison -       2 Gwendoline Court, Coromandel Valley SA .5061   
                Email: coroman@adam.com.au  
 
VICTORIA 
President : Mr Ron Christie-          15 Bianca Court , Rowville, Vic.  3178                   
(03) 9764 5542                                   email : seafury1@bigpond.net.au 
 
Secretary : Mr Malcolm Smith-         24 Invermay Grove, Hawthorn East, Vic.  3129           
(03) 98130308              email :  r59167@bigpond.com  
 
TASMANIA 
President :   Mr Alan Dickie-   18 Natone Road, Stowport,  Tas. 7321 
                             
Secretary :  :  Mrs Maureen Douglas-      PO Box 88, Beaconsfield, Tas. 7270 
(03) 63839101          email: maureendouglas@bigpond.com 
   
QUEENSLAND 
President : Mr Barry Lister -           3 Royal Close ,Regatta Pk,  Wurtulla, Qld. 4575        
(07) 54934386                           email : blister@caloundra.net 
 
Secretary : Mr Trevor Tite -            37 Miles St ,Caboolture ,Qld. 4510 
(07) 54993809                                   email : trevlor@tadaust.org.au 
 
 
NEW SOUTH WALES 
President : Mr Greg Wise -             4 Bindaree St, Greenwell Point, NSW. 2540 
(02)  44471602                                   email : gregwise@pacific.net.au 
 
Secretary : Mr Mike Heneghan–     98 Suncrest Ave ,Sussex Inlet, NSW. 2540 
(02) 44412901                                   email : mheneghan1@sctelco.net.au 
 
ACT 
President : : Mr John Schonberger-  41 Noarlunga Crescent ,Bonython  ACT  2905 
0412 882 810                                     email : John.Schonberger@defence.gov.au  
 
Secretary : Mr George Sydney-        12 Feakes place, Campbell, ACT. 2612 
(02) 6247 9221                                   email : sydneys5@optusnet.com.au 
 
 

   Patron -            RADM Neil Ralph DSC, AO, RAN (ret) 

DISCLAIMER 
 Slipstream is published by the Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia 
Incorporated. All rights reserved. Reproduction in part or whole is for-
bidden without the express permission of the Editor “in writing”. 
  All care will be taken with material  that is submitted for publication 
but no responsibility is accepted or assumed by the publisher or edito-
rial staff for any loss or damage incurred to it. The views and opinions 
expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views and 
opinions of the Association or Committee of Management. 

A LAST FAREWELL 

 

The Association records with regret the deaths of 
the following members, shipmates and  friends:  

Roy (Bluey) Richards : 4th October 2010 

Daniel Bowden 

William Ruxton 

Harold (Horrie) Swan : 16th June 2011 

John Pitts : 25th July 2011 

Ronald McEwan Forbes : 28th September 2011 

Ron Tate : 24th September 2011 

Doug (Needles) Palmer : 10th October 2011 

Jeffrey Gledhill : November 2011 

Bob Baldock : 21st November 2011 

Laurtie Styles : 11th November 20111 

K. (Bomber) Berlin : 13th November 2011 

  Bill (Sailor Bill) Collings : 16th November 2011  

Harry Jenkins : 28th December 2011                                          

 
 

 
 

At approximately  1315 (AEST) 28th December 
2011 

ex WOAVN (Handler) Jenkins H C failed  
to attend 'Flying Stations' 

 
It is believed the omission was painless and 

peaceful. 

          

  
 

Butch (Arthur) Jenkins 

mailto:chadled@webone.com.au
mailto:ktt59345@bigpond.net.au
mailto:coroman@adam.com.au
mailto:seafury1@bigpond.net.au
mailto:r59167@bigpond.com
mailto:John.Schonberger@defence.gov.au
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