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   FOREWORD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   It gives me considerable pleasure to write the foreword to this edition of Slipstream. Since arriving at HMAS Alba-
tross I have been impressed by the strong sense of community that exists, not just within the Fleet Air Arm and Albatross, 
but also with the many service and veterans’ associations both local and national. The Fleet Air Arm Association is very 
much a part of this broader Albatross community and I am honoured to be able to contribute. 

 

As a non-aviator (I am an Intelligence Officer) who has never before served at Albatross I have also been very impressed 
with the strength of the ‘birdie’ culture. I have always known that ‘birdies’ were different but to be close to the culture of the 
Fleet Air Arm and see it first hand has been both enjoyable and rewarding. My observation is that it is not just a strong 
culture but also a very healthy one, and without exception I have been made welcome by all I have met, and all have been 
keen to help me understand how Albatross ‘works’. 

 

The next two years at Albatross will be an exciting time, and I have arrived at the start of what will be a period of signifi-
cant change. Construction of the new single members’ accommodation is underway, the Albatross redevelopment project 
is about to begin in earnest in the next few months, and development of the facilities for the MH90R and Helicopter Air-
crew Training System is well underway. When I leave Albatross in two years time it will look markedly different to what it 
does now. 

 

A good example of the changes can be seen in the attached photograph. This ‘dummy deck’ has been marked out close 
to A Hanger and will be used for training the Aviation Category sailors who will embark on the Canberra class LHDs. A 
sense of the size of these ships can be got from the photo – bearing in mind that only four of the six spots are included. 
The real ships are thirty percent bigger again!!  ( see page 5 for photo) 

 

This new capability, the MRH90s and the arrival of the Romeos will change the Navy and change the Fleet Air Arm. It is a 
great time to be at Albatross and to be a part of these changes. 

 

                                 Captain Gordon Andrew  RAN 
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    Deadline for articles for next    
           edition is    
 

  September 10th 2012 

 
 Front cover : 
 
 From left Commander Ed Bell (Rtd), Commander Fleet Air Arm 
Commodore Peter Laver, RAN, Manager Fleet Air Arm Museum 
Mr Terry Heatherington, Commanding Officer 817 Squadron 
Commander Paul Moggach, RAN, and Director Navy Aviation 
Systems Program Office Captain Colin Lawrence AM, RAN at 
the official handover of Shark 07 to the Fleet Air Arm Museum.  
 
 Photos  with the complements of Photographic Section HMAS 
Albatross.        

                         

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

                         Captain Gordon Andrew, RAN 

 

Captain Gordon Alexander Andrew, RAN was born in Melbourne, Victoria, in 1961. He joined the Royal Australian Naval College in 

1979 and graduated in 1981 with a Bachelor of Arts. 

After a range of training postings at sea, Captain Andrew was awarded his Bridge Watchkeeping Certificate in 1983 and posted to 
HMAS Torrens. After serving as the Navigating Officer of the Darwin-based Patrol Boats Bendigo 11, Ipswich (1 )and Warrnambool 

Captain Andrew completed his Principal Warfare Officers course and was posted as the Gunnery Officer of HMAS Stalwart 1. 

In 1989, Captain Andrew commenced his first posting in the Intelligence community at the Australian SIGINT Operations Centre within 
the Defence Signals Directorate in Melbourne. While Captain Andrew was leading the AUSOC it was awarded a Director’s commenda-

tion for the support it provided to Australian units during the First Gulf War. 

Captain Andrew has also completed postings with Naval Intelligence policy, the Maritime Intelligence Centre, a second posting to DSD 
as the Deputy Head of the Military SIGINT Operations Centre, the Officer in Charge of Shoal Bay Receiving Station, and as the SO2 

Current Intelligence (J23) at Northern Command. 

In 2001 Captain Andrew assumed command of the Darwin shore establishment HMAS Coonawarra. In 2004 he was selected as the 
Australian Defence Intelligence Liaison Officer to the Australian Defence Staff, Washington, DC and from 2007-08 was the Director of 

Intelligence Plans at the Headquarters Joint Operations Command. 

He assumed the position of the Director, Sea Power Centre – Australia, in January 2009, completing that role with the 2012 Sea Power 

Conference. 

Captain Andrew assumed Command of HMAS Albatross on 30 January 2012. 

In addition to his Arts Degree, Captain Andrew has a Graduate Diploma in Information Technology and a Masters of Business Admin-

istration. He is a graduate of the Royal Australian Naval Staff College. 
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 Attention all Aircraft Handlers, Aviation rates 
and other derivatives of that branch. 
 
 On the 1st September in the year of 2012 the 
above mentioned branches will be holding a 
reunion or some grand gathering in Nowra! 
 
 The venue will be                                      and 
the starting time will be 1800, costing is $5 per 
head which is for finger food. Anyone not   
finding sufficient substance in the liquids            
dispensed on site can get a meal for $20. 
 
 
I need numbers for organisation so please 
contact me ( Mick Marcal)  on 0404 140848 by 
the 20th August.  

Ed, 
 
   Thanks for another enjoyable edition of ‘Slipstream’ (Vol. 
23 No. 1) and appreciate the space you’ve given to the ex-RAF 
SAR ‘Kungah Maris’ mystery. 
 
 I hope it helps to jog someone’s memory and I look forward to 
any feedback on the subject.  
 
Incidentally, I think the vessel was re-named when it began  
operating out of Jervis Bay and I’d be interested to know what 
that name was too.  
 
Reading Barry Lister’s Queensland Division report, I noticed he 
made reference to getting the Westland Wessex helicopters out 
of their big boxes, after delivery to ‘Albatross.’  
 
This reminded me that I took a photo of one of the first of the 
Wessex’s to be unpacked and assembled, which I’ve attached 
as I’m sure there will be people who will be interested, especially 
as in the background you can see an International low-loader 
truck with an empty packing case on it’s tray. As Wessex’s go 
this is ‘one straight out of the box’ as one might say! 

 
Anyhow, Greg, keep up the good work. 
 
Cheers, 
 
Kim Dunstan 

  
   Many people have commented on the quality of the       
production of the magazine since we changed printers. 
 
 I  personally can only praise the results as now my work load 
has reduced considerably.  
 
The reproduction of old photos is at the best a worry as the   
condition I receive some in is hard to believe and if it was not for 
modern technology we would never be able to    re-produce 
them at all.  
 
Some take hours of ‘fiddling’ to get to any semblance of usability  
but our new publisher has made this job so much easier  that the 
next editor will never know the  headaches that went before.  
Above all they are now being printed  so that they can be       
recognised. 
 
  This is just more than a hint, send your archived photos and 
have then stored in history for ever ( this magazine is archived in 
many places), after being used they will be returned in a safe 
manner. 
                              Ed 
 

 
  In the 1400's a law was set forth in England that a man was 
allowed to beat his wife with a stick no thicker than his thumb.  
 
 
       Hence we have 'the rule of thumb' 
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The new “Dummy Deck”  - 2012 style 
 
The newly decorated hard standing between A Hangar and the Museum is finally completed . In association with this there are actual 
mobile metal models of the aircraft  that can be manoeuvred around  by the sailors under instruction. The first courses for the new era 
“Aircraft Handlers” start in the next few weeks. 
 

                                                 Gordon Andrew Capt. 
 
                            (  Shades of ‘48, the instructors are ‘Poms’ as well  -   wonder if there is another “Burgoo” or “Yorky” ) 

 
THIS IS THE ONLY TIME WE WILL SEE AND LIVE THIS        
                                          EVENT          
                                                                                                                  
          Calendar for July 2012 
                      
       Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri   Sat 
                       1     2   
                      3   4   5   6   7   8   9 
                     10  11  12  13  14   15    16 
                     17  18  19  20  21   22  23 
                     24  25  26  27  28   29  30 
                     31 
 
 
This year, July has 5 Fridays, 5 Saturdays and 5 Sundays. This 
happens once every 823 years.  
Based on Chinese Feng Shui, this is called money bags.  

Ed, 
 
  Re the letter from Ambrose Boulter in Slipstream Vol 23 
Number 1. 
 
 My flying log book records that Sub Lt McClinton was killed on 
the flight deck of HMAS Sydney on 15 Jan 1954 during  
exercises off Hong Kong. 
 
I believe he was in my Squadron 805 not 850, but I am not   
absolutely certain of this. 
 
His parents can be assured that they have the correct date. 
 
  Cheers, 
        Nat Gould 
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Ed, 

 Enclosed is an article Pass the heart disease please…,      
submitted for publication, in double-spaced hard copy and .doc 
format in the CD, in response to some out of date gen published 
on page 13 of your last issue. 
 
Let me know (fred.lane@optusnet.com.au) if you would like 
some graphics, such as Nutritional Information table from a  
canola-based margarine, a “Stick” and/or “Tub” of margarine, 
etc. I presume you would want them at 300 dpi and in a .tif   
format? 
 
Congratulations on an otherwise great magazine. I see your 
photos are being reproduced in a much better quality nowadays 
and the layout is great. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
                                                                      Fred Lane 
 

Despite widely published contrary data, it is surprising that    

ancient rumour and propaganda still circulate (Pass The Butter 

Please… Slipstream Vol 23/1 p.13). Don’t take my word for it. 

Go to any reliable website, such as the CSIRO, Cleveland Clinic, 

Harvard University, Mayo Clinic and American Heart Association 

(AHA) for well-founded research-backed commentary.  

The CSIRO, at http://www.csiro.au/resources/Margarine, citing 

Dr Peter Clifton’s South Australian research dating back to 1990 

says: 

An 11-week trial compared the effects of four different types of 

margarine on blood cholesterol. The margarines were polyun-

saturated or monounsaturated, with or without trans-fatty acids. 

Trans-fatty acids are a minor class of fats found in small     

quantities in certain animal products. They used to be present in   

moderate quantities in margarines. However, there has been an  

international trend to reduce levels of trans-fatty acids in       

margarines. The results of this study show that compared to 

saturated fat spreads, all four margarines reduced the level of 

LDL (bad) cholesterol in the blood by 11-15 per cent. 

This corresponds to a fall in the risk of heart disease of         

approximately 20-30 per cent. HDL (good) cholesterol was   

unchanged. 

The margarine high in polyunsaturates and low in trans-fatty 

acids produced a greater fall in blood LDL-cholesterol than the 

other margarines — a further six per cent compared to other 

margarines, a statistically significant difference. 

 

The Cleveland Clinic, at http://clevelandclinic.org/prevention/

askdietician/margarine.aspx, acknowledges the            

controversy and explains why “butter and margarine both 

get a bad rap”. The article describes the “good” and “bad” fats 

found in these products and concludes: 

But a little margarine “know-how” will help you reduce the 

amount of trans fat you eat. The more solid a margarine is at 

room temperature, the more trans fat it contains. For example, 

stick margarine contains the most trans fat, three grams in one 

tablespoon. Switch to tub or liquid margarine and you have cut 

that by almost two thirds, to 1-2 grams trans fat. And the good 

news is that margarine manufacturers are now cutting their trans 

fat levels even further, to less than 0.5 grams per serving. [They 

switched from] partially hydrogenated vegetable oil to water or 

liquid vegetable oil. It’s best to keep the total trans fat as close to 

zero as possible and saturated fat under 2 grams per serving. 

 

The Mayo Clinic, http://www.mayoclinic.com/health/butter-

vs-margarine/AN00835, says: 

Margarine is made from vegetable oils, so it contains no choles-

terol. Margarine is also higher in "good" fats — polyunsaturated 

and monounsaturated — than butter is. These types of fat help 

reduce low-density lipoprotein (LDL), or "bad," cholesterol, when 

substituted for saturated fat. Butter, on the other hand, is made 

from animal fat, so it contains cholesterol and high levels of sat-

urated fat … Like saturated fat, trans fat increases blood  cho-

lesterol and the risk of heart disease. In addition, trans fat can 

lower high-density lipoprotein (HDL), or "good," cholesterol lev-

els … When selecting a spread, be sure to check the        Nutri-

tion Facts panel and pay particular attention to the grams of sat-

urated fat and trans fat. Look for products that have the    lowest 

combined amount ... If you don't like the taste of          
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margarine or don't want to give up butter completely, consider 

using whipped or light butter. Or look for products that are a 

blend of butter and olive or canola oil. Per serving, these      

products have less fat and calories than regular butter.  The 

important thing is to use them sparingly.At Harvard University, 

http://www.health.harvard.edu/healthbeat/

HEALTHbeat_062106.htm, they say: 

Making the [butter to margarine] switch was a well-intentioned 

guess, given that margarine had less saturated fat than butter, 

but it overlooked the dangers of trans fats. Today the butter-

versus-margarine issue is really a false one. From the        

standpoint of heart disease, butter is on the list of foods to use 

sparingly mostly because it is high in saturated fat, which      

aggressively increases levels of LDL. Margarines, though, aren’t 

so easy to classify. The older stick margarines that are still wide-

ly sold are high in trans fats, and are worse for you than butter. 

Some of the newer margarines that are low in saturated fat, high 

in unsaturated fat, and free of trans fats are fine as long as you 

don’t use too much (they are still rich in calories). You can quick-

ly compare the health value of spreads (including   butter and 

margarine) simply by looking at the nutrition labels on these 

products. The FDA now requires nutrition labels to include infor-

mation about both saturated fats and trans fats. Your goal is to 

limit intake of saturated fats and to avoid trans fats altogether. 

The AHA at http://www.heart.org/HEARTORG/

GettingHealthy/FatsAndOils/MeettheFats/Meet-the-

Fats_UCM_304495_Article.jsp - Meet the Fats/ Fact 3 states: 

Saturated and trans fats can often be replaced with better     

alternatives, like monounsaturated and polyunsaturated fats. For 

example, use tub margarine instead of traditional stick          

margarine or liquid vegetable oil instead of butter. Or use fish 

instead of meat. Just don’t eat too much of any fat. 

 

Therefore, ancient regurgitated “Pass the Butter Please” asser-

tions, together with internally inconsistent claims like “eating 

margarine can increase heart disease in women by 53 per cent” 

and “[margarine] triples the risk of coronary heart disease”,  

tends to confirm a certain lack of scientific rigor. Incidentally, it’s 

assertion that “Margarine is but ONE MOLECULE away from 

being PLASTIC” (sic) might be interesting, until we compare the 

genetic difference between humans and chimpanzees. This is 

less than two per cent, or 20 times larger than the variation 

among modern humans. Perhaps chimps now write diet arti-

cles? 

 

To be safe, compare the “Nutritional information” on, for in-

stance, butter and canola-based margarine tubs or explore an 

olive oil substitute (it’s delicious with crushed garlic). As a bonus, 

these will also boost your Omega 3 intake. 

                                                 *** 

Thanks for the due diligence Fred in correcting the previously 

published article about margarine for my part, butter tastes   

better anyway ! 

  
“Aussie Rules” at Albatross / Nowra over the early years. 
 
 Footballers who were prominent at the time included some 
"Crackerjack" players in Bill Dunlop, Geoff Beardsley, Billy Snell, 
Bertie Bertram, Keith Harris, Col Mason ,Shorty Willcox, Norm 
Farquhar, Big Bad Billy Gault, Lou Sedgwick, Moose McKenzie, 
"Buncha" Keys, Swampy O'Donnell, Max Wilson, Pinky Bramich, 
Batsy Lee , ? Coles, ? Tilleyman. ? Manton and a Leading Writer 
by the name of Winter who was the captain of the Albatross  
reserve grade side.  
Despite turning the Creswell Library upside down and inside out 
no evidence of the H.M.A.S. Creswell team for that Carnival 
could be found. Whether it was a Ship’s Company, or            
Midshipman’s, team is still a mystery although the odds are 
heavily in favour of a Ship’s Company team. Therefore, it would 
be appreciated if SLIPSTREAM readers, with any knowledge of 
the combatants, on field brawls (if any), heroics and final scores 
from footballs inaugural, and historic day, on the Nowra Show 
Ground, would convey to me their information. Hopefully, a  
summary can be compiled for the South Coast Australian    
Football League and Fleet Air Arm Association Archives. 
 Yours in Sport 
 
FOOTY IN '58. 
 
FLEET AIR ARM PERSONNEL WHO HAVE REPRESENTED 
ALBATROSS, BOMADERRY AND NOWRA AUSTRALIAN 
FOOTBALL CLUBS, ON THE NOWRA SHOWGROUND, 
COULD BE EXCUSED FOR THINKING THEY WERE THE   
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PIONEERS OF FOOTY ON THE SHOWGROUND. 
Indeed, they were not. Junior teams from Bomaderry and Nowra 
were the first football clubs to play our National Game on the 
Showground in exhibition matches as part of the Shoalhaven 
1968 Sports Spectacular. 
 
The Albatross "Demons" defeated the Nowra "Blues" in the 1970 
Prelim. final and in 1972 the semi final results were as follows: 
1st semi ; Wollongong defeated Bomaderry. 
 2nd semi ; Albatross defeated Nowra. 
 Albatross went on to defeat the Bob Wotherspoon coached 
Nowra "Blues" in the 72 Grand Final that was played on the  
football field next to the Museum at Albatross. In recognition for 
his services to the South Coast Australian Football League, and 
the Albatross Football Club, the field was named after an      
Albatross stalwart and is now known as TOM SMITH OVAL. 
 
 In the 72 Grand final the victors were well served by their     
captain coach Keith Johnson, Jackie Mayfield, Peter Andrews, 
Bob Shahinger, Graham Brown, Nobby Clark and Keith Baker 
who were among the Demons best. 
 
However, Nowra's premiership window slammed wide open in 
'73 as the Blues swept all before them to run out Un-defeated 
Premiers. Led by their coach, Petty Officer P.T.I. Norm Snashall, 
hard as nails Captain , Greg Nichols, Tunbridge Medalists Chris 
Golding and Glen "Squizzy" Taylor, Darryl Nowak, Tassie Ma-
son, Paddy Stewart, Mick Hatch and Bobby Boehm, just to 
 mention a few.  
 
BACK IN THE LATE 60s, AND EARLY 70s, THE THREE     
LOCAL TEAMS  WERE COMPRISED OF SAILORS FROM 
ALBATROSS WHILE THESE DAYS ONLY ALBATROSS HAVE 
SERVING MEMBERS ON THEIR LIST . 
 
 In the 50s footy hadn’t got off the ground in Shoalhaven but a 
mid week competition was played at Albatross and the ‘Tross 
played in the Inter Service League. In the Sydney Football 
League Sydney Naval and South Sydney were bolstered by 
Albatross footballers.  In fact the first occasion that footy was 
played on the NOWRA SHOWGROUND was on Sunday 14th 
September , 1958. 
The details listed below were taken from the Tuesday, 9th     
September 1958 edition of the Shoalhaven and Nowra News , 
as follows:  
 
AUSTRALIAN RULES CARNIVAL AT NOWRA ON SUNDAY.  
An Australian Rules football carnival will be held on the Nowra 
Showground next Sunday. In the first match, commencing at 
1.30 pm, a reserve grade team from H.M.A.S. Albatross will play 
a team from H.M.A.S. Creswell. In the main game,  commencing 
at 2.45 pm.   
H.M.A.S. Albatross will play Sydney Naval, a team that        
competes in the Sydney Football League. Both of these teams 
are studded with League, and Association, stars from Australia's 
football states . 

Albatross stars include Bernie Jeffreys who played full forward  
for South Melbourne in 1956. Ralph Turner from South Sydney 
is a high flying centre half back who represented N.S.W. in 56 
and 57. Alan Mignon and Ron Keay , from South Australia and 
West Australia respectively , are fast and elusive rovers , whilst 
Ray "Bluey" Stivey also represented N.S.W. in 55 , and 56.  
 
 In the Sydney Naval line up spectators will see in action their 
captain coach , and ex Fitzroy player Jack Harding, who       
captained N.S.W. in 1957 and was vice captain in this year's 
Centenary Carnival in Melbourne. Other players include Bobby 
Richardson, ex South Melbourne; Jim Talbot, ex North          
Melbourne; Danny Wilson, who has been a permanent member 
of the state side since 1948; and Brian Thiesson, champion full 
forward from Southern Tasmania. 
 Football Records with players names, guernsey numbers and 
playing positions, together with information on our National 
game, will be available at the Showground.  
 
Apart from the stars listed in the preview, and yours truly who 
was Vice Captain of the Albatross reserve grade team, I have 
been unable to find out who else pulled on a guernsey that day.  
 
John (Dodger) Collier. 
 31/278 Princes Highway.  
Bomaderry.2541.   
 
Phone: (02)44213993.   0413464563 
 
 E-mail : dodgercollier@gmail.com  

Veterans’ and Community Men’s Shed (West Nowra) 
 
Nowra’s newest Men’s Shed is having pre commissioning in-
spections and trials conducted prior to its commissioning on 21st 
July 2012. The facility, located just a (small) stones throw from 
HMAS ALBATROSS commence limited operations last year, 
and now after extensive fitting out and siting of its main machin-
ery, is welcoming new members and volunteers. 
 
The ‘Shed’ is a project of the  Shoalhaven Sub Branch of the 
Vietnam Veterans Peacekeepers and Peacemaker Association 
and has been established to provide an activity centre which will 
enhance mental, physical and social skills for veterans and other 
men in Nowra community.  
 
The West Nowra facility, organised and run by ex-RAN         
personnel is just one of many Men’s Sheds which are being  
established all around Australia. The principle of the Men’s Shed 
movement is based on the fact most men have learned from 
experience they are not encouraged to talk about feelings and 
emotions, particularly men with a Service background.          
Consequently there is a reluctance for them to take an interest in 
their own health and well-being.  Good health is based on  

mailto:dodgercollier@gmail.com
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many factors including feeling good about ones self, being     
productive and valuable to the community, connecting to friends 
and maintaining an active body and an active mind.  Joining a 
Men’s Shed provides a man a safe and busy environment where 
he can find many of these things in an atmosphere of old-
fashioned mateship.   
 
Members of Men’s Sheds come from all walks of life - the bond 
that unites them is that they are men with some spare time and 
would like something meaningful to do with that time. At the 
West Nowra Men’s Shed men are welcome to work on projects 
of their choice in their own time with the support and assistance 
from like minded men.  All in a spirit of mateship. and,           
importantly, there is no pressure. The only ‘must’ is an          
observance of safe working practices. And there is no pressure 
to ‘work’ -men can just come and have a yarn and a cuppa if that 
is all they’re looking for. 
 
Members of the Vietnam Veterans Shoalhaven Sub Branch  
believe the Men’s Shed movement is one of the most powerful 
tools they have in helping men to become/remain a respected 
and a valuable member of the community.   They also believe 
they have a responsibility towards all men in our community and 
are therefore very happy to share the good fortune in being able 
to establish the Shed with all men in the Nowra Area. This shed 
is not just for veterans, all men in our community are welcome. 
 
The Shed presently is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
mid morning. Membership fees are an annual $20 to cover   
insurance, and a gold coin donation per session is requested for 
tea/coffee. The Shed is fully fitted out with tools, work benches, 
machinery and lots of working space. Guidance, instruction and 
advice is readily provided for those wishing to learn to operate 
the equipment. Activities already undertaken by members     
include wood turning projects, repair/ refurbishment of           
furnishings, manufacturing of toys, furniture and fittings, welding 
projects, etc.  

            RANHFV/723    Mini Reunion 

 
   It is about time for RANHFV/723 type people to have a get     
together again and I invite you to join us in Childers on the 17th 
August 2012.  
The basic outline for the weekend will be: 
17 August: 

· Arrive at Childers and collect tourist information 
from the Tourist Information Centre in     
Churchill St. 

· 5:00 pm “Meet and Greet” at the Isis RSL       
followed by a meal (We have new people in 
the kitchen and the food is now edible). 

 
18 August: 

· 9:00 am tour of the local wineries 
· 4:00 pm Celebrate Vietnam Veterans Day (bring 

your medals and banners/flags) 
 

  The Isis RSL in Childers will be hosting a celebration to mark 
the 50th Anniversary of Australia’s military involvement in      
Vietnam on the 18 August 2012 at 4:00 pm.  
This involves assembling at the rear of the Isis RSL located in 
Crescent Street Childers and marching to the Civic Centre 
where a service will be conducted. 
Upon completing of the service all participants are invited to the 
Isis RSL for refreshments followed by a meal commencing at 
6:00 pm. 
 
19 August: 

. 8:00 – 10:00 Breakfast at Isis RSL 

. BBQ Lunch at Woodgate Beach (weather        
dependent)  

. 6:00 pm Dinner at Isis Club. 
Would you please RSVP me by the end of July so I can get 
numbers sorted out. (I will be away from 28 May until 18 June) 

The Shed is located at the Jim Da Silva Farm, 38 Old Bamarang 
Road, West Nowra. 
 
Directions:   
Travel West along Yalwal Road and turn Right some 50 meters 
past Flatrock Rd  (the road to the Shoalhaven Waste Depot. 
 A large white sign with ‘VAC Men’s Shed’ is on a large gum 
tree adjacent to the Yalwal/Old Bamarang Road turn off. 
 
To guide those without navigational skills.   
 
Old Bamarang Road is well signposted but gravel and narrow, 
so take care.  
Don’t wait for the official opening, come along and check it out 
for yourself, you are all welcome.  
 
Contact Frank Eyck 02 44231862 for further information. 

Setting up the VAC Men's Shed late 2011, .L>Right: David 

Hire, John Waskiw, ? , Neil Mc Naught, and Allen Whitton. 



                                   Slipstream 

10 

Ed,  
   Another episode of my 'pilgrimage' wanderings. This time it 
was ANZAC Day on Norfolk Island. 
 
It started with the dawn service at the Cenotaph, which is       
located down in Kingston near the convict ruins. The Governor, 
who is the islands' Administrator, gave the address, which was 
quite appropriate for the area. He stated that because of the 
time difference between Australia and the Island (1.5 hours) it 
was the first dawn service to be held on the day. Also, what a 
perfect setting for the service, the wind blowing through the  
Norfolk Island Pines and the sound of the waves breaking on the 
shore.  
 
After the service the Veterans were invited to the Governor's 
Lodge where we had a bacon and egg roll and a cup of coffee 
sweetened with a dash of rum. 
 
The main service was held at the same location. The Veterans 
formed up for march of at least 150 metres. The address was 
given by the Governor, and afterwards up to his Lodge again for 
few drinks, then to the RSL Club for a general get-together, lots 
of drinks and fraternising. The Women's' Auxiliary put on a   
smorgasbord of food for a fee. It was a great day with most    
activities finishing mid afternoon. 
 
When we arrived at Norfolk Island, we were checked in by    
Customs Officer, We Cooper, Ex-FAA Sailor. He is also on the 
Executive Committee of the RSL Club. I had a social beer with 
him on a couple of occasions and of course, at the ANZAC   
services. The photo is at the Cenotaph after the main service. 

 
My next pilgrimage is a tour of Vietnam, (a bit different to my first 
tour with the RAN HFV). It is a Long Tan Commemorative Tour 
which will be at the Long Tan Cross on Vietnam Veterans Day, 
August 18 2012. 
                   Kevin Camm 

 Accommodation: 
· Motels 

* Avocado Motel, 4126 1608 /0408067789 
* Motel Childers, 4126 1177 
* Palace Motel, 4126 2244 
* Gateway Motor Inn, 4126 1288 

· Hotels 
* Federal Hotel, 4126 1438 
* Grand Hotel, 4126 1763 
* Hotel Childers, 4126 1719 

· B&B 
* Mango Hill Cottages, 4126 1311 
 *  Mango Paradise B&B, Cordalba, 4126 6124 
 

· Caravan Parks 
* Sugarbowl, 4126 1521  
* Woodgate Beach Tourist Park,4126 8802 
* Free stay at Apple Tree Creek  

 * I’m currently negotiating with our local Council for some more 
free camping.  
 
If you have some friends who would like to come along,  
please bring them. 
Yours Aye, 
                     Mac 
 
John Macartney 
PO Box 689 Childers,  
QLD 4660 
 
(07) 4126 3445 / 0427 787 296 
 
jrmaca@bigpond.com 
 

 
 Age shall not weary them ! 
 
 Probably the oldest WO to ever serve in the RAN ( certainly 
the oldest aircrew ever to fly full time) and now a ‘Rockie’ he just 
can’t keep away from any sort of aircraft.  

   Max Poole caught in the cockpit of the recently returned        
Skyhawk Trainer from New Zealand. 

 A bloke walks into a Glasgow library and says to the prim li-
brarian “'excuse me miss, dey ye hae ony books on suicide “ 
 To which she stops what she is doing and replies, 
'bugger off, ye'll no bring it back!' 

mailto:jrmaca@bigpond.com
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            Albatross again after a long time 

 

  It was only a three hour train journey but it was a trip that 

took Mr. Ron Heron back more than 50 years when he travelled 

from Sydney to HMAS Albatross recently. 

 

Now aged 84, Ron was stationed at Albatross in the 1950’s, 

years he described as “some of the happiest of my life”.  

While his position was that of Naval Aircraft Mechanic Airframes  

it was his artistic skills that were most in demand, which is why 

Ron was given a special engraving job when the First Sea Lord, 

Admiral The Right Honourable The Earl Mountbatten of Burma 

visited Albatross in 1956.  

 

A memento in the form of a brass albatross paperweight was 

prepared for Lord Mountbatten. The paperweight also featured 

an engraving of the southern hemisphere and it was Ron who 

was given this intricate task. The problem of finding the right 

tools for such a fine job was solved when he was given some old 

dentist drills which proved perfect. 

 

Lord Mountbatten obviously enjoyed his visit to Albatross as the 

Daily Telegraph of 11 April 1956 reported "Lord Mountbatten 

yesterday described the Naval Air Station  at Nowra as the 

smartest station he had ever seen. ’Of any type, in any service, 

in any country,'” 

 

Ron bought a long treasured possession with him on his trip to 

Nowra, a letter of appreciation from Lord Mountbatten which he 

donated to the Fleet Air Arm Museum. 

The letter reads:  

“I am writing to thank you very much for the fine work on the 

model of the Albatross given on my departure”.  

Lord Mountbatten also asked that his thanks be passed on to 

the five men who worked on the paperweight: S.L. Paul,           

S.  Corboy, K. Baddock, R. Heron and L. Drake.  

 

The Stan Heron mentioned in the letter has also left his legacy  

at Albatross as he was part of the team who created the two 

albatross at the base’s front gate out of old Firefly engines.  

 

The letter will now take its place in the Museum archives with 

other memorabilia relating to Lord Mountbatten’s visit. Albatross 

Commanding Officer at that time was Captain Peter Fanshawe.   

 

Lord Mountbatten and Captain Fanshawe had many  

connections from their Royal Navy service in WW2. Captain 

Fanshawe had been an Observer in the Fleet Air Arm and was 

shot down in Norway in 1940 and captured. Whilst a POW at 

Stalag Luft III he was a member of the "Great Escape" Executive 

Committee.   Captain Fanshawe’s descendants visited the  

Museum in 2007 to donate a sizeable collection of photographs 

depicting Lord Mountbatten's visit and the exploits of Captain 

Fanshawe. 

Museum Manager, Mr Terry Hetherington, says it is both a great 

honour and responsibility to receive objects such as these. 

“Donors such as Mr Heron and Captain Fanshawe’s family are 

forward thinking.   

An item such as Lord Mountbatten's letter may have never again 

seen the light of day, but thanks to Mr Heron's generosity this 

special item is now permanently archived and will always be 

available for inspection. “ 

“The Museum has many items of national significance that have 

come from individual collections, and these items tell a much 

deeper story about the personal involvement and rich heritage of 

the people who served before us.” 

                                                                        Dallas McNaught  

While looking at a house, my brother asked the Estate agent 
which direction was north because He didn't want the sun  
waking him up every morning. 
She asked, 'Does the sun rise in the north?' 
My brother explained that the sun rises in the east, and has for 
sometime. 
 She shook her head and said, 
'Oh, I don't keep up with all that stuff......' 
 
They Walk Among Us! 
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  In the last  two issues there has been some discussion about 
the SAR Craft that were stationed at Jervis Bay. Following from 
this have been some enquiries as to where they fitted into the 
Naval shipping structure. 
The following article lays out where they fitted .Aptly I received 
some photos from George Self( ex phot)  on the same subject 
and these can be found on page 18. 
 

FAIRMILE CLASS PATROL BOATS AND KIN SHIPS: A 
BRIEF HISTORY. 

 The Fairmiles of the Second World War were the RAN’s first 
purpose built patrol boats. During this period of hostilities the 
range and scope of the operations of the wooden construction 
Fairmiles and their kin ships, Harbour Defence Motor Launches 
and Air Sea Rescue boats was both numerous, geographically 
great and diverse.. Known by number and not by name, the fast 
and manoeuvrable Fairmiles, named after their design establish-
ment, were well armed and served all across the southern    
Pacific and adjacent waters and in the North Sea, the English 
Channel. the Mediterranean, around Burma, Canada and on 
both coasts of Africa. 

 

 Fairmiles take their name from the Fairmile Marine Company 
of Cobham, Surrey which was established behind his cottage by 
Albert Noel Campbell (later Sir Albert) Macklin who had served 
in the First World War in the British Army and then the RNVR in 
small vessels on the Dover Patrol.  Anticipating the need for 
such vessels in the event of war, in the late 1930s he devised a 
system for the construction of small wooden ships by which 
parts of vessels were fabricated at sawmills and furniture      
factories and such like and the assembly completed at small 
boatyards and yacht builders, thus relieving the pressure on 
conventional ship builders. He took this concept to the Admiralty 
in 1939 with a design for a 110 foot hard chine petrol motor  
powered vessel. While his concept was agreed, and it flourished 
greatly, his  "A” class Fairmile design proved to be not          
particularly useful and a redesign was taken in hand by Mr W J 
Holt, Naval Architect and Chief Constructor at the Admiralty. 

 

  His  design became the highly successful “B” Class Fairmile, 
of which about 630 were built, or assembled, in 43 British 
boatyards and in twelve other countries .The Fairmile Company     
co-ordinated everything from preparing the drawings, placing  
orders for components with many small manufactories and    
arranging delivery of these to the many boat assembly          
enterprises..The first Fairmile was commissioned into the Royal 
Navy in 1940, and eventually they were used in a much greater 
number of operations than their initially envisaged                    
anti-submarine role.  Their varied service in the near Atlantic, the 
North Sea, the English Channel and the Mediterranean,         
including commando raids on Europe highlighted the value of 
such vessels to the RAN. In early 1942 the Australian           
Government decided to build Fairmiles in Australia and in      
November 1942 the first, ML 813, built by Halvorsens on the 
Parramatta River was commissioned into the RAN and it was 

 the first of 35 to be built in Australia. Twenty of these were built 
by Concrete Constructions Ltd and eleven by Lars Halvorsen 
Sons Pty Ltd, both on the Parramatta River, Sydney, and four by 
Norman Wright and Sons at Bulimba, on the Brisbane River. 
 
 The Fairmile “B” class had a round bilge hull, was 112 feet 
long with a beam of 18 feet, weighed 90 tons full load and had a 
draught of six feet. Powered by twin US built Hall Scott 
“Defender” 630 horsepower aviation gasoline fuelled engines, 
with 2500 gallons of fuel they had a range of 1500 nautical miles 
at 12 knots and a top speed of 20 knots. The Admiralty arranged 
for the RN and the Commonwealth navies to have the entire 
production of this engine from the Hall Scott Company through-
out the war, under the terms of the Lend- Lease Agreement. 

 

  The armament on Fairmiles varied during the war. The original 
armament was a Rolls Royce single shot two pounder gun    
forward, two bridge mounted Vickers machine guns with a third 
amidships, an Oerlikon 20 mm anti-aircraft gun aft and eighteen 
depth charges, As the war continued the Rolls Royce was    
replaced by the far more suitable magazine fed Bofors 40mm 
gun, the midships Vickers by a second Oerlikon and the bridge 
guns by twin Vickers gas operated air cooled aircraft type     
machine guns. Most Fairmiles operating around Papua New 
Guinea equipped themselves with numerous “unofficial” 50   
calibre Browning heavy machine guns from wrecked US aircraft 
with plentiful ammunition available from US Navy and Air Force 
sources. This increase in armament, every gun being an      au-
tomatic, gave the boats a very considerable amount of      fire-
power and practically everyone on board had done a gunnery 
course, official or unofficial. During Action Stations in the writer’s 
boat, from a crew of seventeen, the only persons not on guns 
were the CO and the helmsman on the bridge and two men in 
the engine room. 

 

  Living conditions on board were spartan, as most of the hull 
space was taken up by engines, fuel tanks and magazines. The 
three officers shared a small wardroom aft, the Petty Officer 
Motor Mechanic and the Leading Seaman Coxswain shared a 
tiny cabin and the 12 other ratings had to share a small mess 
deck for their eating, sleeping and off watch living. There was no 
cook and cooking was done, largely unwillingly, on a dreadful 
and inflammable kerosene operated four burner Primus       ker-
osene stove. There were no showers and only three       hand-
pumped toilets In recognition of the difficult living          condi-
tions crews were paid a modest “hard lying allowance” of one 
shilling per day and whomever could be cajoled into doing the 
cooking was paid an additional shilling per day for “heat stress”. 
The concentration of so much avgas and ammunition in a wood-
en boat always made crewing on board a Fairmile a  hazardous 
occupation. 

 

 The Harbour Defence Motor Launches were designed by the 

Admiralty just before World War 11, originally for protecting   
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shipping in harbours and for patrolling estuaries and shallow 
coastal waters, but in the event they performed nearly every 
type of inshore marine operations except patrol harbours.     
sixteen from USA and nine were built in conventional boatyards 
in Australia, in Hobart, Launceston and Birkenhead, South    
Australia. The Australian built boats were eighty footers and the 
others seventy two footers. They were diesel powered with a 
range of 2000 nautical miles at 10 knots. The British and       
Australian built boats were fitted with an antiquated, (1890s) 
Hotchkiss single shot low angle three pounder gun forward, an 
Oerlikon amidships, twin Vickers either side of the bridge and 
some depth charges. The US built boats had twin 50 calibre 
water cooled Brownings forward in lieu of the Hotchkiss and an 
Oerlikon amidships. This armament largely remained unchanged 
throughout their wartime life.  The nine Australian built boats had 
a very long post war naval service. HDMLs had a crew of two 
officers and nine ratings, living in accommodation even more 
cramped than that of the Fairmiles. 
 
    The early air sea rescue boats (our SAR’s) were mainly        
requestioned civilian craft or Naval Auxiliary Patrol vessels, but 
in 1944 the RAN ordered twenty 63 foot “Miami” class rescue 
boats from USA and these were delivered to Sydney in July 
1944.  
They were of wooden construction with twin Hall Scott 630 HP 
petrol engines giving a top speed of 31.5 knots. They were 
armed with twin 50 calibre Brownings either side of the bridge 
but their role was defensive rather than offensive. The crew 
comprised one officer, usually a Sub Lieutenant and six or seven 
ratings. One peculiarity was that some had two RAAF air crew 
Wireless Air Gunners as part of the complement. Unlike the  
Fairmiles and HDMLs, each was given a name as well as a  
pendant number, eg HMAS Air Guide, HMAS Air Faith etc.   
Being rescue specialised, most were stationed near RAAF    
forward airfields at Darwin, Horn Island, and in New Guinea, 
New Britain, Bougainville, and the Netherlands East Indies at 
Morotai and the Halmaheras. 
 
     The wartime services of each class of boat in the RAN varied 
greatly. A few remained stationed on the east and west coasts of 
Australia, and several were based at Darwin, on operations to 
Timor but the majority operated around the Papua New Guinea 
complex of islands ,and the Solomons, Dutch New Guinea (as it 
was then known), the Halmaheras and Borneo in the Nether-
lands East Indies and even the Philippines. HDML 1074 (a72 
footer) sailed from Manus Island to Leyte, to carry out          in-
shore hydrographic surveys prior to the landings signalling the 
return of the US forces  to the Philippines. It sailed through a 
typhoon en route, during which a USN destroyer knocked off 
part of its bow but carried on, arrived at the beaches and per-
formed its duties. It was commanded by Hydrographic Service 
Lieutenant Stan Robertson RAN who was awarded the Distin-
guished Service Cross for its gallant achievements. It may have 
been the smallest vessel to have been commanded by a Perma-
nent Service officer of the RAN. 

 

      The Fairmiles and HDMLs performed convoy escort work, 
patrolled enemy waters, bombarded enemy camps and                
installations, covered Army landings, carried out hydrographic 
surveys and many other operations in support of the Allied         
campaigns in the islands. A few had silenced engines and were 
engaged in covert operations with Allied Intelligence Bureau 
units such as “Z” Special Force and the  Far Eastern Liaison 
Office, being used to land and  recover commandos and coast 
watchers in enemy territory. With their heavy automatic          
armament they were highly effective in the gunboat role in    
supporting Army operations in New Guinea, New Britain and the 
Solomons. 
    Two Fairmiles were lost in operations during the war and most 
of the rest saw very hard service and by the end of the war were 
quite worn. The RAN’s Fairmiles, HDMLs and ASRs were to be 
found anywhere and everywhere in the southern Pacific and 
adjacent seas during the war. On the West Coast of Australia, 
MLs 812, 824 and 826 and HDMLs 1340 and 1352 were       
deployed from the East Coast to Fremantle and ML 815, after an 
eventful period on Darwin-Timor operations, sailed to Fremantle 
for a refit and remained in operations around Western Australia. 
 
 The Fairmile Association is an Australian Ex-Service             
Organisation (ESO) whose members served in the Fairmile 
class, Harbour Defence Motor Launches and Air Sea Rescue 
boats and similar vessels in all of the theatres of operations 
where RN, RAN and other Commonwealth navies operated. It 
has members in all States and the ACT and   has produced and 
published two volumes of “Fairmile Ships of the RAN”, a history 
and narrative of their operations .The Association, following an 
initiative of the Australian War Memorial has designed a          
Commemorative Plaque, which is cast in bronze. Plaques have 
been laid up in Dedication Ceremonies at the Australian War 
Memorial, Canberra, the Shrine of Remembrance, Melbourne 
the Ship Memorial Precinct at Garden Island Naval Base,           
Sydney, at the Naval Memorial Park in Ulverstone, Tasmania 
and in the Navy Club in Fremantle, Western Australia. To      
complete this programme, a similar plaque will be laid up at a 
Dedication Ceremony at the Queensland Maritime Museum in 
Brisbane, Queensland in early 2012. 
 
 Each August the Association holds its Annual Church Service 
in the historic Naval Chapel at Garden Island Sydney and fol-
lows this on the next day with its Annual General Meeting and               
Luncheon at the NSW Parliament House. The Association has a 
newsletter “Dits and Dahs” (a Morse Code term) which is               
produced and distributed quarterly. 
With the exception of Lieutenant Stan Robertson DSC RAN, all 
of the officers of the RAN’s Fairmiles and their kin ships held 
wartime commissions, either in the RANR or the RANVR. Some 
of these “Hostilities Only” officers were offered permanent com-
missions in the RAN following the end of the war. One is known 
to have reached the rank of Captain and another to that of  
Commodore. 
                                                               RHJ Thompson 
                                                                   Honorary Secretary 
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THE NAVY HERITAGE FLIGHT PROJECT:- AN UPDATE    
REPORT 

 
A Brief Background 
 
Many RAN Fleet Air Arm Association members will be aware 
that in 2008 the Historical Aircraft Restoration Society (HARS) 
responded to a letter from the then Chief of Navy (CN) inviting 
expressions of interest in operating the aircraft of the RAN    
Historic Flight on a long term loan basis. 
 
Although the initial letter from CN implied the probable dispersal 
of the aircraft away from HMAS Albatross, HARS replied with a 
detailed proposal that involved:-  
1) keeping the flight intact  
2) if at all possible keeping the flight at HMAS Albatross. 
 
In brief, the HARS proposal was that:-  
 
1) HARS would form an appropriate grouping to operate the 

flight under “Warbirds” type legislation;  
2)  if the Commonwealth would allocate a block of land      

adjacent to the FAA Museum, then HARS would develop a 
mutually acceptable facilities concept to build new hangars 
and support building(s) to house the flight as an adjunct to 
the FAA Museum. Equally importantly:- 

3)  3) HARS accepted the challenge to raise the funds for the 
new facilities from non Navy/ non ADF budgets.  

 
Over the period 2008 till the time of writing (June 2012) the   
following events have occurred:- 
   A)  The revised HARS proposal as summarized above was 
     accepted and endorsed by subsequent CN’s 

 
B) HARS and the RAN have formed a Project Committee, 

chaired by the Commander (Support) RAN Fleet HQ- 
with representatives including from COM (FAA): CO 
HMAS Albatross; Defence Support Group and HARS. 
The Director Naval Heritage Collection is the nominat-
ed Project Officer for this Committee. This Committee 
has met regularly and has divided the project into two 
components:-1) development of a Memorandum of 
Agreement (MoA) for the transfer on loan of the seven 
nominated RANHF aircraft and associated spares and 
equipment; and 2) development of a separate  MoA for 
the allocation and building of the proposed new      

complex next to the Museum. 

 C)   It is proposed that the name of the new HARS     
grouping will be the HARS Navy Heritage Flight-which 
avoids the issue of the term RAN having to be         
approved by each new CN for the duration of the    
proposed loan agreement 

 
 D)  The MoA for the aircraft loan is close to being finalized 

and then to be submitted to CN for final approval; whilst  

the MoA for the facilities is still being developed  
 
 E)   A block of land next to the FAA Museum has been 

identified and approved in principle, and DSG has  
committed ( subject to final funding approval) to     
clearing the land of the existing buildings and facilities 
currently on the site, and remediating the site prior to 
any new facilities being constructed. The two sketches 
attached illustrate the concept of the new home to be 
built by HARS for the Navy Heritage Flight  

 
 F)  An initial application for funding by HARS from the   

Federal Government Regional Development Funds 
2011 was unsuccessful. Accordingly, HARS has     
requested that the nominated site next to the FAA   
Museum be retained until 2015 so that alternate     

funding can be raised to build the proposed complex.  

The Immediate Future 
 
HARS is anticipating the transfer of the aircraft into the HARS 
Navy Heritage Flight, and is making immediate plans to increase 
both the profile of the RAN historic aircraft within the flight AND 
to increase the manpower capabilities of the Flight. Early       
priorities are:- the continuation of the ex RAN UH-1B Iriquois, 
and the return to the air of the ex RAN S2 Grumman Tracker. 
 
HARS is preparing the final details of the funding proposals that 
it will make to a selected series of potential sponsors for both the 
capital construction of the new NHF complex; and the recurrent 
costs of running the aircraft within the Flight  
 
Assistance Requested from the FAA Association 
 
There are many ways in which HARS will welcome your collec-
tive and individual support for the Navy Heritage Flight. Here are 
some of the immediate options which would be very welcome!- 
 

*    Your return to the Flight as a volunteer in some way. We 
need the whole range of skills from aircrew / technical 
support to administration/ stores / guides / cleaners/ 
archivists/  webmasters! If you live near Nowra this is of 
course a much easier option to achieve, but if you can 
give us say a week of your time every so often we can 
schedule some continuous  volunteer work days on 
specific projects at the base itself. However there are 
OTHER ways that you can assist us from any where. 
For example with specific fund raising projects /     cre-
ation of special interest groups for each aircraft type / 
internet based support groups and similar. 

*     Please help us to create or re-form some special project 
groups so that we can begin to restore some of the 
aircraft back towards display status and eventual flying. 
One very desirable group we would encourage to    
redevelop as soon as possible would be the Hawker 
FB11 Sea Fury project. 
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*      Try to encourage younger serving RAN or RAN FAA 
members to get interested in, and volunteer for, the 
Navy Heritage Flight.  

*   Assist us with any short- term needs we have to get the  
project started. For example, I have visited the AGM of 
the National FAA Association for the last two meetings 
and as well as briefing on the status of the project at that 
time, I have also requested that the FAA Association 
sponsor the annual insurance costs of the NHF aircraft. 

 
Some Final Comments 
 
The HARS Navy Heritage Flight is a marvelous concept and 

one that we will work very hard to achieve. However, like most 
worthwhile things it will not be achieved easily, and a great deal 
of work and effort is required for us to complete this ambitious 
and important project. 

We would welcome your assistance in any way in achieving 
the goal of retaining the RAN Historic Flight capabilities adjacent 
to HMAS Albatross.  

The combination of the FAA Museum and the HARS Navy 
Heritage Flight operating as one complex and physically        
adjacent to one another, is without doubt the best solution for 
retaining and growing the Naval Aviation Heritage of Australia. 

 
        “MORE FROM THE CARBON TAX” 

 
 

Essential Medical Equipment Payment 
 

 
   An Essential Medical Equipment Payment – an annual 
payment of $140 to support those with higher than average  
energy costs because they rely on essential medical equipment 
at home.  
Persons holding a Commonwealth Government  concession 
card or a Department of Veterans’ Affairs Gold or White Card; 
and who use certain essential medical equipment, or have     
certain medical conditions that require the use of  additional 
heating and/or cooling in their home, may be entitled to claim the 
Essential Medical Equipment Payment 
 
 Members should be aware  of this as it is not an automatic 
payment (it affects those on CPAP devices plus other devices) 
and must be claimed for.  
 
You can find full details on the website 
 
 www.dva.gov.au/householdassistance  
 
scroll down to  
Essential Medical  Equipment Payment and click on ‘Read more’ 
for more details. 
 
          Dick Martin            National Secretary 

Finally I would like to thank all those who have been       
involved in this project to this point. Everyone has seen the   
long- term value of what is being attempted, and to all           
concerned please accept my sincere thanks for your efforts and 
support. 

 

Professor Michael Hough AM RFD ED JP  

FAA Museum 

Proposed new hangars 

New taxiways  

   Proposed new hangar layout adjacent to the Museum 

http://www.dva.gov.au/householdassistance
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looking resplendent in 724 Squadron livery once again.  Side 
number 880 (N13-154911) became NZ6255 in July 1984 and 
underwent a systems upgrade while in the hands of the RNZAF.  
It spent 17 operational years followed by a decade of storage in 
New Zealand, on top of its 17 years service with the RAN Fleet 
Air Arm.  We are so pleased and proud to have it back. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The for-
mal 

handover of Westland Sea King N16-118, ‘Shark 07’ occurred 
on 20 June with about 60 guests gathering in the 

 
 

Hello again to all Association members and readers of 
‘Slipstream’.  The last three months have been possibly the  
busiest in terms of new acquisitions and handover events since 
we commenced operations almost six years ago. 
 
Our new (old) Skyhawk Trainer arrived from New Zealand just 
before ANZAC Day . 

 
 

 
 
 
It has emerged from the paint shop in the last week of June  

Emerging from the paint shop in it’s new (old 724)   
               livery 

Kiwi rebuild team and some former Skyhawk pilots  
              and crew 

Painting by David Marshall depicting a working day in 
        the life of the Seaking 

Not flying but on the taxi-way at least—heading for it’s new          
                home. 
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Lea, RANR with the David Marshall Original which was  
presented by 817 Squadron to the Fleet Air Arm Museum.  

 
 
 

 
 
For this edition’s report I think that a pictorial summary can tell 
the story much better than my written words, so the previous is a 
collection of photographs of the Skyhawk and Sea King events 
of the last few months. 
 
The front cover of this issue has some of the dignitaries  
attending the handover in-front of 07. On the left is Eddie Bell, 
the first CO of 817 Seaking Squadron. 
 
   TERRY HETHERINGTON 
    Manager 
    Fleet Air Arm Museum. 

The smell of Jamaican filled the air 
As the ritual began 
A daily tot of Nelson’s Blood 
Was a favourite to every man. 
 
When the Rum Bosun stood, his measure poised 
To serve every man his tot. 
Two fingers always in the ‘cup ‘ 
Making sure that the ‘Queen ‘got her lot.’ 
 
The ‘ticker off’ was there, of course 
His pencil at the ready, 
With a sipper given from each man’s tot 
His hand was no longer steady. 
 
The rum rat sat, his eyes aglow 
His whiskers twitching well 
He liked his rum so much it seems  
He could get pissed on the smell. 
 
Sometimes the tots were passed around 
As each man paid his debts 
Favour, rubber, game of crib 
Could cost a couple of wets. 
 
Then came the time to sup the ‘Queens’ 
“God Bless Her “was the toast 
A watchful eye, as each man supped. 
So the Rum Bosun got the most. 
 
Once the rum had been consumed 
And nothing left to pour; 
The dits began, as the ‘Grog’ took charge, 
Of favourite runs ashore. 
 
A feed, a fight, a couple of pints 
Was part of a run ashore. 
A game of darts was in there too 
Then all night with a Pompey Lill. 
 
No longer though, does the scent of rum 
Pervade her Majesty’s boats. 
No more to sup Lord Nelson’s Blood 
And give the Queen her toasts. 
 
So to all who drank Lord Nelson’s Blood 
And heard the Klaxon’s blast 
May old shipmates meet and share a wet 
Spinning dits of the good times passed. 
 
A toast then to Horatio 
And another to the Queen. 
And may we all, wherever we are 
Remember where we’ve been! 
 
                                             Thanks to ‘Beachball’ 

The restoration crew that prepared  a marvellous  
exhibit  for display in the Fleet Air Arm museum 

07 on the final move to it’s new home 

   Up Spirits: Ode to a tot of rum 
 

There once was a time in H.M.Ships, 
When the magic hour had come. 
The leading hands of every mess 

Prepared to collect the rum. 
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    MOMENTS IN TIME 

 

Mech.8 class of 1958. 
 
Back row:  
Ray Larson, Warren Walters, 
Tom Kenny, Arthur Sharland. 
 
Front row: 
 
Barry Lister, Bernie Fry, Blue
(Ted) Ditcham, Brian Lown. 

Arthur Sharland  with some ‘Mobi’s  under instruction—circa 1967 
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    MOMENTS IN TIME 

 
Albatross from a fFrefly—circa ‘48-’49 
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Dear Ed, 
              During April together with my youngest son John (Ex 
Chief Sparker) I undertook a tour of the Battlefields of France 
and Belgium, toward the end of the tour we were to be present 
at the Dawn service a Villers Bretonneux. Some time before 
departure I was asked among others if I would be willing to take 
part in the Dawn Service, if willing details of service and reasons 
for making the trip were to be provided.  
 
 We departed Sydney on the 16th April, and after a stopover in 
Singapore we arrived in Paris and joined the tour group on 18th 
April. A get to know you dinner was held that evening in our  
hotel, The Pullman in Montparnasse. The following morning we 
were taken on a tour of Paris to see all the sights, Eiffel Tower, 
Notre Dame Cathedral, Arc De Triomphe and the Louvre etc. 
We had the afternoon for personal sightseeing or shopping. 
 
 The morning of the 20th and an early start was made for    
Flanders, where we would be based for the next four days. We 
had a stop in Epernay at the home of  Moet and Chandon 
Champagne. We explored some of the 13 kilometres of tunnel 
through chalk where the bubbly is stored. A Vietnam Vet and I 
pondered how many bottles we could manage before being 
found, if we accidently became lost in the maze of tunnels!!! We 
managed to taste a drop and the conclusion of the tour 
 
 A short break for Lunch was made in the historic town of 
Reims, the Cathedral where the Kings of France were crowned 
was a wonderful sight. The building wore a few scars from the     
second world war. After leaving Reims we stopped at the 2nd 
Division Memorial at Mont St Quentin, before the day ended in 
Ypres (Ieper) where we settled in to the Hotel Albion. 
 
 The town of Ypres in Belgium was completely destroyed    
during the war, and today the town is rebuilt as it was in 1914. 
We took a walking tour and visited the Cloth Hall, St Georges 
chapel, St Martins Cathedral, the Menin Gate and the Ramparts 
Cemetery. During the afternoon together with John and another 
member of the Group we managed to visit and laid poppies on 
the Grave of Lieutenant Thomas Ferguson (cousin once        
removed) a member of the 47th Battalion in the Ridge Wood 
Cemetery, he had been killed on the 11th October 1916. That 
evening we attended the Last Post Service by the Ypres Fire 
Brigade Buglers. The names of 54000 missing are recorded on 
the gate. The RAAF were in town and mounted an unarmed 
Catafalque Party for the Wreath laying. Four of our group laid a 
wreath, on behalf of the group. 
 
The following day we explored the Ypres Salient, and visited the 
Australian Battlefields. The first stop was at the Passchendaele 
Museum where  a very realistic dugout had been recreated. We 
then visited the 5th Division Memorial at Polygon Wood and 
lunched at the nearby Cafe de Dreve. The owner Johan   
Vandewalle related some stories of his discoveries in the wood 
during lunch. After lunch on the other side of the road as you 
enter the wood I found a badly corroded 18 pounder shell     

complete with fuse ( I am sure it was planted by Johan), not sure 
if it had been deloused. We then moved on to Hill 60 and the 
Tyne Cot Cemetery at the centre of one of the worst battlefields 
of the war, Tyne Cot contains some 11500 graves. Our last stop 
on the day was a German Cemetery at Langemarck, among 
many others, there were 25,000 unidentified soldiers in one 
mass grave surrounded by stone tablets listing their names. On 
our way back to the hotel we paused at the Canadian Memorial 
at Langemarck which marks the site where poison gas was first 
used in the war. 
 
The 23rd of April saw a change of pace as we visited the       
medieval city of Bruges complete with cobblestone streets and 
many canals. There are many lace, chocolate shops and cafes 
in the city.  Together with Peter Stanley our Historian another 
father and son combination, John and I paid a visit to Zeebrugge 
the site of a Royal Navy raid on the submarine pens at          
Zeebrugge on 23rd April 1918. It was 94th Anniversary of the raid, 
also St Georges Day and Will Shakespeare's birthday. The Sub 
pens are now a large marina, we toured a 1960 vintage Russian 
Sub moored in the pens, plus a museum and an old Lightship 
which has been lifted from the water and forms the entrance and 
exit to the area. During the return trip to Ypres we visited Essex 
Farm Cemetery, where in 1915 a Canadian Medical Officer  
Lieut. Colonel John McRae wrote the poem “In Flanders Fields”. 
The place had been a Casualty Clearing Station or Hospital, 
many concrete bunkers used as wards still stand. 
 
 This day 24th April we departed Ypres and made our way 
south to Picardie and the Somme. We visited the battlefield of 
Messines where in 1917 a number of mines were detonated 
beneath the German lines. Shortly after crossing the border into 
France we stopped at the battlefield of Fromelles, we visited the 
Pheasant Wood Cemetery where a moment of quiet               
contemplation was observed while some of the group laid 
wreaths. Whilst in the area we visited the Australian Memorial 
Park, VC Corner the only all Australian Cemetery in France, also 
the Cobbers Memorial.We then paid a visit to the very            
impressive Canadian Memorial at Vimy Ridge and spent some 
time wandering through the preserved trenches on the site. The 
final spot for the day was at Bullecourt where Australia lost 
10,000 in 1917. We then paid a short visit to the Slouch Hat  
Memorial in the centre of the town, then on to our hotel The Roy-
al Picardie in Albert for dinner and a couple of Ales, before an 
early start the next morning. 
 
 While Albert is only some fifteen to twenty minutes drive from 
Villers Bretonneux, to ensure seating we left the hotel at 3.30am. 
The scene of the Dawn service is the Australian National      
Memorial and is a much more formal setting than that at       
Gallipoli. The final crowd is also much smaller. I had learnt that I 
had won the lottery and was chosen to lay a wreath on behalf of 
the Government and people of NSW.  At the conclusion of the 
service the Wreath laying took place. The State representatives 
were the fourth Group to lay wreaths, I was very proud to have 
the honour to represent the Members of the Fleet Air Arm        
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Association as well. After the Dawn Service the Group were 
hosted to a continental breakfast by the Mayor and the people of 
Le Hamel a village about a mile east of Villers Bretonneux. The 
whole village turned out and waited on us hand and foot.      
Following breakfast we walked a short distance from the Town 
Hall to the village memorial where the Mayor conducted a short 

service.  
On leaving Le Hamel we travelled a short distance east to the 
Australian Corp Memorial. I think the Memorial is situated on or 
very close to what was the start line for the attack that com-
menced at  about 4.30am on the 8th August 1918. The          
Australian Corp were immediately south of the Somme River. 
We continued on to Lochnagar mine Crater which was         det-
onated beneath the German Lines on the first day of the   Battle 
of the Somme. After 94 years of erosion the crater is still more 
than 100 metres across and 30 metres deep, we then went onto 
the village of Pozieres scene of the most costly battle in Australi-
an history 23000 were killed or wounded in six weeks. We then 
went to the 1st Division memorial and the Windmill   before re-
turning to the hotel for a much needed rest.  
 
 April 26th was our last day on the Somme, we visited the   
Newfoundland Memorial Park, the Ulster Tower, and finally the 
British Memorial at Thiepval, before returning to the Australian 
National Memorial Villers Bretonneux. On our way to the       
Memorial our historian Peter Stanley asked the driver to stop our 
bus, he then pointed out Hamilton Wood just south of Gailly, 
where my father was severely wounded early in the morning of 
the 8th August 1918. At the National Memorial we toasted all the 
Diggers in the very best French Brandy. We then paid a visit to 
the Victoria School in Villers Bretonneux with its playground sign 
“Do Not Forget Australia”, we all enjoyed a look at the small  
museum in the school, devoted to Australians. 
 
After a cup of coffee in the town square we joined our bus and 
headed back to Paris to the Pullman Hotel and a very enjoyable 
farewell dinner on the Seine. The next morning all went their 
own way, John and I travelled to London by Eurostar for three 
days, then home after another stopover in  Singapore.  

 In conclusion I must say it was a most memorable trip and 
very very emotional. The Ferguson family were well represented 
in World War 1. They were  Uncle Major Thomas Alexander 41st 
Batt, Uncle Corporal Herbert Malcolm Ferguson Horsebreaker 
second remount unit, Uncle Captain Henry Donald Ferguson 
12th Light Horse and 59th Batt, Cousin Lieutenant Thomas Karl 
Ferguson 47th Batt KIA 11 Oct 16, Cousin Quartermaster      
Sergeant John Hayter Ferguson 2nd Light Horse, and my father 
Sergeant John Malcolm Ferguson 1st Division Ammunition    
Column and Field Artillery Brigade then 41st Batt. My fathers 
recommendation for the Meritorious Service Medal dated 3rd 
March 1918 noted he had fought at Pozieres, Lagincourt,    
Bullecourt, Warneton, and Passchendale in 1916, and 1917. I 
found it to be an eerie feeling walking the same battlefields 
where my father, his uncles and cousins had seen action      
between 1916 and 1918.          
                                   
             Ian Ferguson 

Watch for these consolidations in 2012:  
 
1. Hale Business Systems, Mary Kay Cosmetics, Fuller Brush, 
and W. R. Grace Co. will merge and become: Hale, Mary, Fuller, 
Grace.  
2. Polygram Records, Warner Bros., and Zesta Crackers join 
forces and become:  
Poly, Warner Cracker.  
3. 3M will merge with Goodyear and become: MMMGood.  
4. Zippo Manufacturing, Audi Motors, Dofasco, and Dakota 
 Mining will merge and become: ZipAudiDoDa.  
5. FedEx is expected to join its competitor, UPS, and become: 
FedUP. 
 6. Fairchild Electronics and Honeywell Computers will become: 
Fairwell Honeychild.  

 
   Intake JRTE HMAS Leeuwin 1961 
 
          First ever reunion 
 
   Approximate date is yet to be confirmed, assume Feb / March 
2014. 
 
To be held in the Shellharbour area NSW about 110kM south of     
Sydney. 
 
To register your interest and for further details contact 
 
Dave Turner  
 
davkat@bigpond.net.au   or            02 9520 2810 

mailto:davkat@bigpond.net.au
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 While the ordinary Sailor, 
Who offered up his all, 
Is paid off with a medal 
And perhaps a pension, small. 
 
It is not the politicians 
With their compromise and ploys, 
Who won for us the freedom 
That our country now enjoys. 
 
Should you find yourself in danger, 
With your enemies at hand, 
Would you really want some cop-out, 
With his ever waffling stand? 
 
Or would you want a Sailor-- 
His home, his country, his kin, 
Just a common Sailor, 
Who would fight until the end. 
 
He was just a common Sailor, 
And his ranks are growing thin, 
But his presence should remind us 
We may need his likes again. 
 
For when countries are in conflict, 
We find the Sailor 's part 
Is to clean up all the troubles 
That the politicians start. 
 
If we cannot do him honor 
While he's here to hear the praise, 
Then at least let's give him homage 
At the ending of his days. 
 
Perhaps just a simple headline 
In the paper that might say: 
 
"OUR COUNTRY IS IN MOURNING, 
 A SAILOR DIED TODAY." 
  
 
Thanks to ray Murrell 

  A Poem Worth Reading 

 
He was getting old and paunchy 
And his hair was falling fast, 
And he sat around the Legion, 
Telling stories of the past. 
 
Of a war that he once fought in 
And the deeds that he had done, 
In his exploits with his buddies; 
They were heroes, every one. 
 
And 'tho sometimes to his neighbours 
His tales became a joke, 
All his buddies listened quietly 
For they knew where of he spoke. 
 
But we'll hear his tales no longer, 
For ol' Joe has passed away, 
And the world's a little poorer 
For a Sailor died today. 
 
He won't be mourned by many, 
Just his children and his wife. 
For he lived an ordinary, 
Very quiet sort of life. 
 
He held a job and raised a family, 
Going quietly on his way; 
And the world won't note his passing, 
'Tho a Sailor died today. 
 
When politicians leave this earth, 
Their bodies lie in state, 
While thousands note their passing, 
And proclaim that they were great. 
 
Papers tell of their life stories 
From the time that they were young 
But the passing of a Sailor 
Goes unnoticed, and unsung. 
 
Is the greatest contribution 
To the welfare of our land, 
Some jerk who breaks his promise 
And cons his fellow man? 
 
Or the ordinary fellow 
Who in times of war and strife, 
Goes off to serve his country 
And offers up his life? 
 
The politician's stipend 
And the style in which he lives, 
Are often disproportionate, 
To the service that he gives. 

              Probably not a well known fact 
   
 If a statue in the park of a person on a horse has both front 
legs in the air, the person died in battle.  
 
If the horse has one front leg in the air, the person died because 
of wounds received in battle.  
 
If the horse has all four legs on the ground, the person died  
Of natural causes. 
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Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia  
 

Blazer Order Form 
 

Blazers  made by C E Wise 780 – 782 High Street Thornbury Vic 3071 
 

Tel 1300 700 000 
Fax (03) 9484 2212 

Web Address: http://www.cewise.com.au/ 
Email: sales@cewise.com.au 

 

Specification:  80%wool / 20%polyester jacket with FAAA monogram. 

Price: $209 (including GST) postage included. 

How To Order? 

 Irrespective of whether you order via the internet,  fax  or   post    we will need the following details: 
Full Name ________________________________________________________________________ 

Postal Address  ____________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Details  (Home) _______________________________________________________ 

   (Mob) ________________________________________________________ 

 

Credit Card details (including expiry date)    _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _       (expiry) _ _ / _ _ 
  Security code (last three digits on number on back of card)    X X X X / _ _ _   
Chest Measurement   in cm or inches  _____________       Height _____________  (in cm or inches) 
By Internet   go to:   http://www.cewise.com.au/ 

Click on “Online Uniform Shops” 

Click on “Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia” and follow the prompts. 

By Fax:    Fax this completed form to:  (03) 9484 2212 

 

By Post:  Post this completed form to:  CE Wise Pty Ltd. 780 – 782 High Street Thornbury Victoria  3071 

 

By phoning us on 1300 700 000 and asking for  assistance 
 

On receipt of your order we will manufacture and dispatch to you a standard size FAAA blazer which corre-

sponds to your chest measurement. This will be sent to your postal address within 14 - 21 days. Should the 

blazer need alteration we ask you to return the blazer along with a completed alteration form (which will be 

mailed to you with your blazer) and we will make a specially fitted blazer. There is no cost for either the altera-

tion or the subsequent delivery.  

http://www.cewise.com.au/
http://www.cewise.com.au/
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Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia  

Blazer Alteration Form 
Blazers made by C E Wise 780 – 782 High Street Thornbury Vic 3071 

  
Tel 1300 700 000 

Fax (03) 9484 2212 
  

Web Address: http://www.cewise.com.au/ 
Email: sales@cewise.com.au 

  
If your blazer needs altering please do the following: 

complete the details on this form 

Date of purchase   _ _ / _ _ / _ _ 

  

Date of blazer return       _ _ / _ _ / _ _ 

  

Your Full Name ________________________________________________ 

Postal Address  ____________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

Contact Details  (Home) ________________________________________________ 

   (Mob) ________________________________________________ 

Size of initial blazer supplied      _____________   
  
In comparison to this fitting blazer:- 
Chest Measurement alteration required (e.g. +2inches, -2inches) _____________ (inches or centimetres ) 
  
Arm Length (cuff) alteration required (e.g. +2inches, -2inches) ______________(inches or centimetres ) 
  
Coat length (back) alteration required (e.g. +2inches, -2inches) ______________(inches or centimetres ) 
  
Height      _____________ (inches or centimetres ) 
  
Waist    _____________ (inches or centimetres ) 
  

send this completed form along with the blazer to:  
  
      CE Wise Pty Ltd. 
         780 – 782 High Street 

                       Thornbury Victoria 3071                              Please note this service is FREE to you 

  

    Order form for blazers is on page 23 

You can tear out the page or else just copy it; fill it in and send it off to the nominated   
address. This form is only to be used if you have to get any alterations done to your blazer 

- note this alteration service is free.  

You can also use their web site if you have a computer . 
  Victorians take note of the address and I am sure you can front up and do the business. 

  

http://www.cewise.com.au/
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      Greetings to all members of the Fleet Air Arm Association 
from chilly Canberra. During the last quarter we all would have 
participated in Anzac Day celebrations. I am confident the FAA 
was well represented throughout the country. I know here in 
Canberra we had a very good show of serving and retired    
birdies and friends marching behind the banner. Again a special 
message to all our embarked birdies, wherever you are serving, 
you are always in our thoughts. 
Unfortunately during the past three months, we have had our 
share of members and family of members passing on.  To all the 
family and friends of these departed members, please accept 
our sincere condolences for your loss from the entire FAA  
family. 
Also during this period, FAAA AGMs have been held across all 
States. I wish all the existing and new committee members eve-
ry success in your endeavours as you serve your State mem-
bers. I had the pleasure, of attending the ACT Division AGM, 
where a healthy number turned out, and filled all  
committee positions to support the ACT President, John  
Schonberger. It is very pleasing to see the ACT Division doing 
well under John’s great leadership. 
Vice President Paul Folkes has represented the National  
Executive at some events over the last couple of months. The 
Wings of Illawarra air show was an event Paul said was very 
impressive. Paul has also had discussions with the HARS senior 
executive over their future intentions with respect to managing 
the RAN Historic Flight assets, building of the RANHF HARS 
hangars, and their request for ongoing assistance from the  
Association. These issues will be discussed at a forthcoming 
Executive meeting, and we will send out an information package 
to the Divisions for possible action at the National Council  
meeting in October.  We are also in the market for a new  
Webmaster. 
Also, to Terry and his loyal and professional team at the 
 Museum, thank you for your efforts. You all work tirelessly to 
present our naval aviation heritage in such fine form. I believe 
the newly acquired ex 817 Seaking is an outstanding treasure 
for the collection. Also, to the vast number of volunteers that 
support the Museum and Historic Flight activities, your efforts do 
not go unnoticed? 
With the winter months upon us, I hope you are all keeping safe 
and well. Wherever you are, please keep in touch with your 
 fellow FAA members. Finally, I extend to you all my very best 
wishes. I look forward to seeing as many State representatives 
as possible at the October National Executive meeting. 
 
Regards 
                     Geoff Ledger 

NATIONAL 
PRESIDENT  NATIONAL SECRETARY  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  Well the year has half gone already and most of us are   
getting older and not always wiser. The Association is still    
moving along although an increase in membership would be a 
welcome item-initiatives have been started by the National    
Executive to try and gain more support from current serving 
members and time will tell if this goes well. 
Vice President Paul Folks has been in discussions and briefings 
with Professor Michael Hough (HARS) in relation to the HARS-
RAN Historic Flight project and as information comes to hand I 
will inform all Divisions of the progress of this most important 
project. 
The Department of Veterans Affairs has recently added to their 
Website with a page called “My Account” which enables you to 
access a range of Department of Veterans' Affairs services 
online. Features of this site are as shown. 

 
Update your contact information 

 View your accepted medical conditions 

 View card information and request a replacement card 

 View your payments 
View your claims and request additional benefits

 
 Make a transport booking and view current bookings 
Claim for travel expenses and view recent travel claims

 
 Download popular forms, factsheets and publications 
More information and how to register can be obtained form the 
DVA Website www.dva.gov.au 
In addition to the above Veterans Health has just issued a    
booklet pertaining to Mental Health and Well-being for Veterans 
this should be available from Divisional Secretaries. 
 
In closing don’t forget that the Qld Division is holding a Reunion 
this year details from Trevor Tite on trevlor@tadaust.org.au 
 
                      Yours Aye 
 
                              Pincher. 

http://www.dva.gov.au/
mailto:trevlor@tadaust.org.au
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  Hi again to all for this edition of Slipstream.   
 
The ACT Division has continued with its sponsorship of the ACT 
Special Children’s Christmas party and this year we have     
donated $275 to assist with this worthy cause.  
 
ANZAC Day saw a very good turn out of FAA personnel for the 
ACT events.  A number of diehards rolled up at the Canberra 
Services Club at 0430 (pre-Dawn Service) with Bruce Kinsman, 
Don Roach and a few lads who travelled over  from Nowra, Billy 
Huntriss, Bob McIlwain, Tony Kinnear, Maurie Snell and Peter 
Hewat and their partners also attending. The club had erected a 
huge marquee on the grounds where the CSC building         
previously stood, having burnt down the previous year in a fire.  
 
From there it was off to the Australian War Memorial for the 
0530 Dawn Service with an estimated 20,000 people in          
attendance. The Dawn Service crowd is getting bigger each year 
which is pleasing to see even though it was bitterly cold.       
Following the Dawn Service a few of us took the time to look 
through the AWM Wall of Honour which was a very sombre  
experience, before having breakfast at the AWM cafe and then 
heading back to the CSC prior to the march.   
 
The turn out for the Canberra Anzac March was very impressive 
with over 50 personnel forming up in the FAA squad, the largest 
number of attendees for many years. It was pleasing to see  
attendance by not only the ex-service FAA community, but also 
a large number of current serving FAA members. A big thank 
you to CAPT Scott Lockey and LCDR Andrew Dawes from the 
MH-60R  project office for their support in encouraging their  
project team personnel to attend. A number of interstate visitors 
also turned up for the march including Warren Helwig and his 
grandson from NSW and ex-CPO Aircrewman Terry Wilkinson 
who was visiting from Victoria. 
 
Quite a few members headed back to the CSC for the usual post 
march drinks and spinning of ‘warries’ and catching up with ma-
tes.  I had the pleasure of introducing CAPT Vic Battese (Rtd), 
who was the S70B2 Seahawk Project Team Director in the late 
1980’s to CAPT Scott Lockey, the current Project     Director for 
the soon to be acquired Romeo Seahawks. It was interesting to 
hear both men talk about the two projects and how there are 
many similarities but some subtle differences in the acquisition 
of the two aircraft.  I believe Vic gave Scott some tips to watch 
out for and he provided an excellent recount of some of  
 

the many challenges he faced during his time as Project       
Director. 
By mid-afternoon the CSC was fairly packed with a good     
number of patrons partaking in the two-up game that was in  
progress. All in all it was a very good day and I hope we can get 
as many to next year’s march. 
 
Some photos of 2012 Anzac Day are below. 

 ACT DIVISION 

  NSW South Coast visitors at the Dawn Service 

The ACT FAA Division Squad steps off 

L to R: Bill Callan,  Mike Carr, Maurrie Tiffen, Sandy Sand-
berg, and Brian Farthing. 
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 I often think how lucky we are to live on the Sunshine Coast, 
particularly in winter, even though some mornings are a bit chil-
ly. We’ve just spent 2 weeks in Melbourne with my son & family. 
It didn’t get over 17c during the day. Whilst we like     Melbourne. 
I’d rather go there in the summer, even if it can roast your tooties 
off some days! We are about to spend a few days in Yeppoon 
and a visit to Great Keppel Island to enjoy warmer days. 
 
Re my note in last Slipstream about Naval Airman Duperouzel, I 
had a phone call from Jack, who lives in WA, to talk about that 
incident which he remembers well. We had a good laugh about 
it. Jack worked at one of the NASA Tracking stations for some 
time and they tracked John Glen on his first orbit of the Earth. 
He reckoned it was an exciting time.  
 
Warren Walters and team duly arrived from USA and he and 
mate, Paul, the  USN Submariner, joined in for the Anzac Day 
March-Paul shared a Jeep with Geoff Beardsley, so he wouldn’t 
go astray! We had around 45 marching and then 70 or so at the 
Spring Hill Hotel. All had a good chat and lunch & a few beers, 
of course. I presented Bob McBride with a Certificate of Service 
for his long time on our committee. Trevor’s raffle went well with 
a number of prizes. Ron (swampy) Marsh had donated another 
Sea Fury and that won precedence over a bottle of RUM!  
Amazing. Blue Devery was there with his large family. Lovely to 
see them and how they all support him. Warren’s              
daughter ,Tracey , and husband, Jason, were there as well. The 
USA gang stayed with them until they moved in with us. Arthur 
Sharland came up to join us. Sadly, our proposed golf match 
was called off due to the rain! Arthur had just had a blood   
transfusion & was rearing to go. He enjoyed his visit though! 
Since then, WW, Gail, Carol & Paul have been to Wollongong, 
Cairns, Sydney & Uluhru & are now back in the States. Wot a 
trip! 
Paul & Di Woods invited our party to their place for High Tea 
after leaving the Spring Hill Hotel. We all had a wonderful time. 
Many thanks to both Paul & Di for their splendid hospitality. 
 
We have booked for a Dinner at the Bundaberg RSL-another 
Mini Reunion-with Golf, Bowls and a visit to the new Hinkler Avi-
ation Museum. Cost of dinner-$32- including dance/dinner mu-
sic. All are invited for this tremendous weekend at the end of 
July. Dates are: 26th,27th,28th  July. The dinner is on Saturday 
night, 28th. Contact Trevor Tite on 0754993809 or                  
trevlor@tadaust.org.au. We need numbers and dinner money to 
be in by 12th July  All details are on our website, thanks to     

QUEENSLAND DIVISION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mick Sandberg sent a copy of this photo to Rowley Waddell 
Wood who responded with the following. 
   
“Thanks so much Mike for the memories. I am always delighted 
to see Les, who mated to make a "pair" of we old nightfighters 
starting in late1957.Yes, we shared  a cabin during the 808 
Sqdn tour of the Pacific in 1958. On the downwind for my very 
1st. dirty dart at the deck in 1957 the cockpit became silent as 
Les admitted he had not done any of these silly things with the 
likes of the old hands--namely Nosta- Litchers - Sneaky       Pete
- Rowe - O'Grady-Waites, and not even the C.O. 
I tried a few times to kill him, and he repaid me by always getting 
us home. Each week now Les calls in on his walks and we are 
so pleased to see him so fit and well. 
It was a great and delightful surprise to sit with Brian after so 
many years apart. Of course, Brian was also 808 as was your 
Dad and 5 other notables.” 
                                                                Thanks mate.           
                                                                                “Old Rowley.” 
 
Finally, I would like to pass on my congratulations to one of the 
ACT Division’s serving members. RADM Mark Campbell has 
been appointed as the new Head of Navy Capability (HNC) and 
will take up this posting in October 2012. Mark has been a very 
active participant with the FAA Association in the ACT and it is 
pleasing to see his appointment in this very important 2 Star 
post. We will now have two Aviator Admirals serving in the high 
profile positions of HNC and Fleet Commander (RADM Tim  
Barrett), which I believe will benefit Navy Aviation in the long 
term. It certainly dispels the myth that these types of positions 
would only ever be filled by Seaman Officers.   
 
Anyway, that’s all for this edition.  If you are visiting the nation’s 
capital, please don’t hesitate to let us know so we can hopefully 
catch up. 
 
              Regards, 
                                    John (Schonners) Schonberger 

(L-R): Les Powell, Brian Farthing, and Rowley Waddell 
Wood.  

mailto:trevlor@tadaust.org.au
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webmaster, Peter Welsh. 
 
Out of the blue, I’ve had contact from a couple of guys who were 
involved with me on the “Lusitania” expedition in 1982. One of 
them was the operator of “Scorpio” which recovered the large 
bell from the foremast. Scorpio was used to cut free the Russian 
Sub which had got tangled up in a trawler net a while back.    
Apparently there have been a couple of further expeditions on 
the “Lusitania” in recent times. Some aspects are still on the 
“Secret” list until 2015 due to involvement of the King of England 
at that time-1914/1915. Interesting! 
 
We held the AGM in March and the committee was returned 
intact , except that Bob McBride stood down. Max Gant was 
there & did the honours during the voting process. Thanks, Max.  
 
Always a pleasure to see you again.  We had a fair roll-up and 
went to the picnic area outside of the Currumbin RSL where Col 
Spence produced some nice wine & Champagne. Col was in 
good form. It was good to see Bob and Marge Bryce as well. 
Bob has had plenty of tough times to cope with but is going ok. 
Always good to see Chicka & Colleen Hawkins and Tas & Gloria 
Hartnett. Staunch supporters! The mention of another run to 
Bundaberg generated nearly a 100% hands-up response, so lets 
hope the actuals are as good. 
 
Well, I’m slowing up though I’ve probably missed a few things-
next time!  
              Some photos taken at the AGM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                   Best wishes to everyone ,   Barry Lister 

Bob & Marge Bryce, 

Colleen Hawkins, Col Spence, Gwen & Ron Powell, 

Trev & Des 

Barry Lister, Junior H and Florence Henderson 

Colleen, Chicka and Gwen  

Mick Blair and Barry Lister 
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 With the deadline looming up, I thought I had better extract 
the , you know what, as the saying goes and get on with the job 
in hand.  
Firstly ,greetings to all our members and others. 
A big thank you to those Members who turned out for the Anzac 
Day march, the weather was appalling, making conditions most 
unpleasant, in fact ,I cannot recall such heavy rain during the 
march. The Melbourne March this year was different apart from 
the bad weather conditions, due to road works in Swanston 
Street, the starting point was a bit clutted, and the distance 
marched was shortened by about half the normal ,which was Ok 
for those older gentlemen.! 
 
It is amazing though, I presented myself to the Navy Officer 
March Marshal, enquiring where was the Fleet Air Arm          
mustering point was located, his answer was "He was only   
attending to Naval Units " which did not impress me too well, 
and my answer was does not " FLEET " give you a clue, he then 
looked on his Order of march clip board, and politely said " Oh 
yes here it is "and gave me the details of where the mustering 
point was, then as I proceeded to walk away, I heard his offsider 
say "They are all old people " 
I quickly about faced and said "I beg your pardon" and the    
response was an apology. 
The weather was bad enough , but those comments were far 
worse and I was not a "Happy Jack " 
 
The after March Reunion at the Melbourne Naval Centre ,was 
well attended, Good company, good food and of course the usu-
al tot or two and also all the stories from days gone by ! 
 
The next major function for the Division is the Annual            
Anniversary Dinner, which is convened on Saturday 25th August 
at Hastings and the FAA Memorial Service on Sunday 26th  
August at HMAS CERBERUS. These events are convened on 
the nearest date to the 28th August each year, being the       
formation date of the RAN FAA. 
 
All Victoria members should have received notification by 
now ,as you can see it is a weekend affair, Accommodation at 
the Harbour View Motor Inn,  which includes a cooked buffet 
breakfast, the Dinner is at the Hastings Club, then it is over to 
HMAS CERBERUS for the Memorial Service and Wreath     
Laying ,and once again this year Chaplain Jason Wright will be 
conducting the Service. 
For your information Chaplain Wright is the Grand Son of one of  

our Late members Ron Breaden, and Ron was the member who 
suggested that the FAA should have a Memorial Plaque at   
Cerberus, this suggestion was taken on board, and finally 
agreed to, and was installed and Dedicated in 1993. It has now 
been celebrated every year since ,this year Chaplain Jason 
Wright with the approval of the XO has graciously invited the 
Victoria Members attending the Memorial Service to the     
Wardroom for lunch, which is greatly appreciated. 
 
Until the next time, best wishes and good health 
 
Yours Aye 
Ron Christie 

VICTORIA 
DIVISION 

              
 
 

 
   Greeting’s from West of the Rabbit Proof Fence once 
again. Half the year gone and winter setting in. The gods have 
slung the bad weather over this side of the continent, wild 
storms and rain after another prolonged dry period. 
 
We celebrated a very enjoyable ANZAC Day commencing with 
the City March. The route had been altered this year, making it a 
little bit longer, however the muster point puts us on St Georges 
Terrace above the new Esplanade Station that Lou and Barbara 
Burns and family use to attend the March, so we were able to 
pick up Lou and get him in the March. 
 
The three surviving WA crew members of HMAS Perth were at 
our rear in wheelchairs and Lou challenged them to a quick 
wheelchair lap around the block before the March started, 
unfortunately; no challengers. 
 
At Rosie O’ Gradys after the March we were joined by David Orr 
(after being on the reviewing dais ), and he was in great spirits 
meeting a lot of old friends. We were also joined by sailors from 
ships at HMAS Stirling and the new Senior Naval Officer RAAF 
Pearce Lt Cdr Ryan Hose and the pilots training recruits as well 
as other RAAF people. 
As the Carl Vinson was in port we also had a few U.S. Navy 
guys , so it was a very boisterous loud afternoon which finished 
early evening. Again our host’s Rosie O’Gradys excelled     
themselves  with finger food ; a bottle of scotch for the raffle and 
a very large free beer account. 
 
We have had two very good social afternoon’s— one a BBQ at 
John (Bomber) & Merryl Browns home in Bibra Lake. A very 
good turn out and a great afternoon and great host’s; and a 
Lawn Bowls & BBQ organized by John Selsmark at his Bowling  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN 
DIVISION 
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Club at Mosman Park. The weather was fantastic and the view 
up and down the Swan was great. John was the perfect host 
making sure all was well & Clive Mayo was the most successful 
bowler. A great day enjoyed by all. 
 
As well as the social we have attended several Commemoration 
Services ; Battle of the Coral Sea at Joondalup with the Naval 
Association and one at Kings Park with the Australian 
American Association ; the Naval Cadets Passing Out Parade 
and United States of America Memorial Day. 
 
We had pencilled in our June General Meeting to be held at Lou 
and Barbara Burns home at Byford but unfortunately Lou has 
had some medical problems which necessitated us to cancel it, 
which was a great disappointment.  Out thoughts are with him 
and Des Rodgers who is also battling sickness. 
 
One sad note was the passing of David Gibson after a long  
illness. David was a pilot on the third contingent of the RAN Helo 
Flight Vietnam with David Farthing and was seriously injured 
when his helicopter was marshalled onto a booby trapped shell, 
he contracted hepatitis C from blood transfusions whilst in    
hospital in Vietnam. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lynne Keogh; John & Merryl Brown, and Owen 
             Gardiner 

Getting Ready 

OIC Winston James 

  Clive Mayo ;John Selsmark with John’s bowling mate 

Greg Kelson and Lew Burns 



31 

                                   Slipstream 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
Greetings All 
 
Anzac day 2012 in Adelaide was a glorious clear day and we 
had marchers present including country people from  
Jamestown, Murray Bridge, Strathalbyn, Kapunda and  
Kangaroo  Island etc. 
 
In the pictures we have Ian Lockett and Charlie Cifala on the 
Banner, Mike Stubbington + John Saywell + Ken Adams in the 
background, Gordon Gray as Flag Man and the Kangaroo 
 Island mob in the left foreground of the "crowd " shot. 
 
John Siebert joined us from work in Perth whilst Mike  
Stubbington and John Saywell marched despite recent health  
 setbacks..... well done Mike and John.. 
 
Apologies from Ian Laidler ( knee ) and Dinsley Cooper  
( unwell ) but they joined up for the lunch at The Windsor 
 Gardens Hotel. 
 
We had about 40 members and partners attending and it was a 
good catch-up time. Jan Ackeroyd was able to attend, following 
the passing of Ron earlier in April. 
 
Ian Laidler alerted me to the upcoming Air Show at Jamestown 
on the 13-14th October 2012 as bookings in the town will need 
to be made early. 
 
 

 
   

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many years ago in Scotland , a new game was invented.  

It was ruled 'Gentlemen Only...Ladies Forbidden'.. .  

 

And thus, the word GOLF entered into the English language. 
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  Anzac Day  has again passed and again it was an             
outstanding event here locally at Greenwell point. The dawn 
Service just gets bigger each year and the growth seems to be 
across the board from school children to retirees. It is also    
noticeable in the uniformed personnel and I am informed that 
nowadays they are not ‘conscripted’ either.  
The weather was unusually ‘brisk’ and you could have been 
mistaken for thinking you were at the South Pole instead of 
NSW, at least it was dry  so the rosy cheeks and running noses  
were common to all. Council have to be applauded for the   
manner in which they have  made the site of “Anzac Park” 
something the community  can justly be proud of.  
 

  

 

I took a trip to Albatross the other day to see where the govern-
ment was going to spend something in the order of $150m on 
new accommodation for the ‘singles’. Picture the old cinema, 
chapels, CPO /Po’s tennis courts, PO’s car park, all the        
accommodation from the road to the Wardroom down to D area 
and across to the road way adjacent to the old Sickbay is now a 
construction site . Luckily it seems that the cut backs in spending 
for Defence missed this project and the young kids of the new 
Navy will get some really good living quarters. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
For those of you who haven’t been back to the ‘Tross for many 
years you would be amazed at the difference in the place now 
compared to days gone by. They never seem to stop building 
new sites and now that the Helicopter Training School for     
Defence is coming there as well it will continue into the future for 
some years yet. 
 
 For those of you who remember ‘Ian Tiny’ Warren  he has  
finally paid off. His last years having been in the RANR  and due  

NSW DIVISION 

Albatross CO (Captain Gordon Andrew) lays a wreath  

The address as dawn breaks 

From opposite the old cinema, looking up Seafox Rd 

Entrance to the old PO’s car park and tennis courts 
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  Gentlemen we have a problem down South in this island 

paradise. 

All our members are so busy doing what they do to pass away 
the time that they have forgotten to get in touch with me with the 
news of the last quarter. To heighten the problem, I have had 
some medical problems in the family and have been restricted in 
my wanderings and as such I have not been in contact with the 

members as well.  

This leaves me with a big blank space in the ‘Scribes Report’ 

and this is what I have conveyed  to the Editor. 

To fix this problem pick up the phone (or even write via snail 
mail—I do not have a computer) and convey to me the events 
that you would like your mates to know about. And I can arrange  
to have that information transcribed to our association magazine 

for all to appreciate! 

In short get your finger out !! 

Yours, 

Matt (Jake) Jacobs 

to the reduction in those numbers (his age had something to do 
with it as well) he has joined the ranks of the retired. ‘Tiny’ has 
been around the Navy  since he joined in the early 60’s  so that 
is a pretty good innings, this leaves a requirement for the 
‘Administrator’ position associated with the ‘Wall of Service’ and 
his replacement will be promulgated as soon as it is filled.  
 
 Our state Secretary Mike Heneghan is getting very thin on top 
from his own actions of pulling out his hair. Please if you haven’t 
paid your annual dues do so ASAP, firstly you may not receive 
this issue of the magazine but definitely you will not get future 
copies. It costs a lot to run the association and we are not     
prepared to expend members funds on unfinancial people    
receiving benefits they no longer are entitled to so please get  
current. He has mailed about 40 letters to the wayward       
members and so far has had a reasonable return rate , they will 
not be any more mail outs as they  work out expensive as well. 
To ensure you have paid please check the address label on this 
issue as it will show your financial status, if it does not read 
“2012” on the label you will not get any more magazines. 
 
The hand over of the Seaking 07 to the Museum went off well 
and there was quite a gathering of  ‘old if not bold’ people     
present who have been associated with the aircraft since they 
were first selected to replace the Wessex. The actual aircraft as 
presented was credit to all those that were part of its prepara-
tion, I don’t think they looked that good when they first came out 
of their crates new. 
 
For those of you who are controlled by bookings and diary entry 
events, here is one to put in your ‘coming up’ events for 2013.  
In October (probably) next year we are due for the next ‘5 year 
Reunion’, A little bird told me that the National Executive are to 
discuss this at their next meeting and make a decision  and I am 
sure that it will get plenty of airing after that  but be forewarned.  
 
Keeping up with the times, and with the blessing of 817 when 
they paid off; the White Ensign Club has now a LARGE  plasma 
TV. Some teething troubles getting it installed and convincing it 
to work properly but that was all solved  with some appropriate 
expertise and now all is well. Thanks to all those concerned in 
the operation. Jim lee was seen to be observing B1 and B2 the 
other morning. 
 
Time to depart and go and check out the new ‘ Men’s Shed’ . 
 
  Greg Wise 

    Vietnam Veterans’ Day 2012 

The Isis RSL in Childers will be hosting a celebration to mark the 
50th Anniversary of Australia’s military involvement in Vietnam 
on the 18 August 2012 at 4:00 pm.  
This involves assembling at the rear of the Isis RSL located in 
Crescent Street Childers and marching to the Civic Centre 
where a service will be conducted. 
Upon completing of the service all participants are invited to the 
Isis RSL for refreshments followed by a meal commencing at 
6:00 pm. 
It would be appreciated if you would be able to have              
representation from the Bundaberg RSL to march with us,  
displaying your banner and/or flag to help us celebrate this  
significant anniversary.  
Yours faithfully 
John Macartney 
Chair Vietnam Veterans’ Day Sub-Committee 
Isis RSL                41263445    /       0427787296 

 
  In Shakespeare's time, mattresses were secured on bed 
frames by ropes. When you pulled on the ropes, the mattress 
tightened, Making the bed firmer to sleep on.  
 
     Hence the phrase...'Goodnight , sleep tight' 
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FLEET AIR ARM               WALL of SERVICE 

 
  These are the latest plaques fitted to the wall  and as each 
order is processed and plaques fitted they will be acknowledged 
in this column. Orders are placed with the foundry in groups  so 
as to keep the price structure within reason and the paperwork 
under control and thus there will be some delay between you 
placing an order and the final end result ( the plaque mounted 
on the Wall). 
 
  If anyone requires a copy of their plaque an electronic repro-
duction of the proof from the foundry can be obtained by con-
tacting the NSW Division Administrator of the project and he will 
organize it for you or your family. 
 
       Please ensure that your details are PRINTED 
CLEARLY on your application form. It is very hard and expen-
sive ( a complete remake) to correct an error once  the bronze 
has been cast.    
 
 Application forms are available from the Administrator, on the 
front desk at the Fleet Air Arm Museum, The Fleet Air Arm Web 
site (http://www.faaaa.asn.au ) or, if you contact your State Secre-
tary he will be able to organize one for you or any other ex FAA 

personnel . Suppliers of the forms, when you give them the 
application form you might suggest  membership for this associ-

ation as well. All states can accommodate new members and 
then they would only have to write out one cheque.  

 
If you are attempting to have a plaque installed for a third party , 

it is a requirement that NOK permission must be obtained (in 
writing) and a copy attached to the application form.  

     
    

 You will see by the number of plaques fitted since the last 
magazine that progress is good, there will always  be a pause or 
two over the Xmas period as logistics( holidays that we all have 
to have) will govern the production.  The back page of this issue 
has a photographic record of the actual plaques recently affixed 
to the Wall . If a group ( old class or similar ) wish to have their 
plaques fitted alongside each other get together And submit the 
group as a ‘parcel’ and they will be kept together otherwise all 
plaques are placed on the Wall in the order that the application 
is received. There are quite a few smaller groups and family 
members already together on the Wall. 
  
 
  
 The Administrator 
    WO Warren 
    PO Box 7115  
    Naval Post Office  
    Nowra Hill    2540 
    Ian.warren@defence.gov.au 

 
 The ‘Wall’ is now starting to look quite a spectacle, especially 
in the afternoon with the sun full on the plaques. 
 We have filled eight rows on the front face and have now start-
ed on the front face of the rear wall. Rather than made all of us 
young chaps bend too far to read the plaques this was thought 
to be a better idea. It will make no difference to the overall vista 
as there is no particular way the plaques are fitted and perhaps 
in 50-100 years one of the descendants of a serving member 
may wish to have his plaque affixed and it will fit in no matter 
where on the Wall it is sited. 
 
 For the current serving members in the FAA who wish to have 
a plaque affixed to the Wall, the procedure is the same with one 
slight difference. In the time served information all you include is 
your start time and the other end (DEE) is left open. Remember 
this is a Wall of Service and not a memorial wall so there is no 
reason to not get a plaque whilst you are still serving - there are 
numerous plaques on the wall of this type. 
 
                        
 
   The following plaques have been affixed to the Wall  
Recently. 
If you have sent an application and you are not in this list then it 
will be awaiting the closing date of the current order which will 
be very shortly . 
 
 
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New or alterations of email addresses : 
Barry Lister : deeandblister@bigpond.com 
Roger Harrison : coroman@adam.com.au 

SISSING   W 
ROBINSON  W.L 
MENNHENNETT  B 
COUSINS  R..C 
GRAHAM  C.H 
MATTHEWS  H.L 
DAVIS B.L 
WEIR  P.M 
GREIG  P.D 
FRY  J.E 
McGINLAY  W.J 
NEEDHAM  R.A.da S 
WHITTON  A.G 
GLEDHILL   DSC  J.A 
CALLOW  C.D 

mailto:deeandblister@bigpond.com
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             FAA Association contact details 
 
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 
President : CDRE  G Ledger DSC AM  RAN  (Ret’d) -  58 Wilkens St, Mawson, ACT.  
                                                                                                                                 2607  
 (02) 6286 1140                                     email : chadled@webone.com.au                                                        
 
Secretary : Mr Dick Martin -            PO Box 7115, Naval PO, Nowra.  2540                   
(02) 44225860                                    email : rfmartin@tadaust.org.au 
 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
President : Mr Winston James -      19 Hilarion Rd, Duncraig , WA. 6023 
(08) 94477727                                    email : winstonj@bigpond.net.au 
 
Secretary : Mr Keith Taylor-           26 Hefron St, Mount Helena, WA. 6082 
(08) 95721487   0409 913252            email :   ktt59345@bigpond.net.au 
 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
President : Mr Leon Coppins-         email : amwild@intermode.on.net 
 
Secretary:  Mr Roger Harrison         2 Gwendoline Crt, Coromendel Valley, SA 5016 
(08)82788307                                      email: coroman@adam.com.au 
 
VICTORIA 
President : Mr Ron Christie-          15 Bianca Court , Rowville, Vic.  3178                   
(03) 9764 5542                                   email : seafury1@bigpond.net.au 
 
Secretary : Mr Malcolm Smith-         24 Invermay Grove, Hawthorn East, Vic.  3129           
(03) 98130308              email :  r59167@bigpond.com  
 
TASMANIA 
President :Mr Alan Dickie                18Natone Rd ,Stowport, Tas   7321                  
 0448  534744         email : alanlibelle@hotmail.com 
                                    
Secretary : Mrs Maureen  Douglas-   PO Box 88, Beaconsfield, Tas  7270 
(03)63839101          email : maureen.douglas@bigpond.com 
 
QUEENSLAND 
President : Mr Barry Lister -           3 Royal Close ,Regatta Pk,  Wurtulla, Qld. 4575        
(07) 54934386                           email : deeandblister@bigpond.com  
    
          Secretary : Mr Trevor Tite -            37 Miles St ,Caboolture ,Qld. 4510 
(07) 54993809                                   email : trevlor@tadaust.org.au 
 
NEW SOUTH WALES 
President : Mr Greg Wise -             4 Bindaree St, Greenwell Point, NSW. 2540 
(02)  44471602                                   email : gregwise@pacific.net.au 
 
Secretary : Mr Mike Heneghan–     98 Suncrest Ave ,Sussex Inlet, NSW. 2540 
(02) 44412901                                   email : mheneghan1@sctelco.net.au 
 
ACT 
President : : Mr John Schonberger-  41 Noarlunga Crescent ,Bonython  ACT  2905 
0412 882 810                                     email : John.Schonberger@defence.gov.au  
 
Secretary : Mr George Sydney-        12 Feakes place, Campbell, ACT. 2612 
(02) 6247 9221                                   email : sydneys5@optusnet.com.au 
 
 

   Patron -            RADM N Ralph OA,DSC,RAN (Rtd)                                                                                                                                                                                           

DISCLAIMER 
 Slipstream is published by the Fleet Air Arm Association of Australia 
Incorporated. All rights reserved. Reproduction in part or whole is for-
bidden without the express permission of the Editor “in writing”. 
  All care will be taken with material  that is submitted for publication 
but no responsibility is accepted or assumed by the publisher or edito-
rial staff for any loss or damage incurred to it. The views and opinions 
expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views and 
opinions of the Association or Committee of Management. 

 
A LAST FAREWELL 

 

The Association records with regret the following 
members, shipmates and  friends have crossed the 

bar:  

Don Richards :August 2010 

Ron Akeroid : 6th April 2012 

A.J. (Tony) Smith : 19th April 2012 

Bob Griffiths : 5th May 2012 

Kevin (Splitpin) McCarley : 14th May 2012 

Patrick (Lofty) Walliker : 20th May 2012; 

 

 

 

 

                                            

VALE :  

     KEVIN ( Lofty / Splitpin ) McCARLEY 
 
  Died on his 84th birthday in Canberra on 14 May 2012.  
 
 Went to the Army Chopper Unit at Amberley on loan in 1967 
and when he paid o ff from Navy went straight to Army as a 
WO2.  
Later made WO1 and came to Army Office here in Canberra 
where I caught up with him.  
 
 He left  the Army in 1981 and went to Parliament house in   
security where he stayed until retirement.  
 
                John ‘Blue’ Harrison.     

Typeset by Greg Wise – Printed by Red Barron Printing, 65 Meroo St, Bomaderry, NSW  2541 - Phone (02) 44214824 

VALE :  

                      RON AKEROID 

  Ron Akeroid, passed away on Good Friday the 6th April 
2012. 
 
He had been unwell from a stroke but had a heart attack and 
died within minutes. 
 
Ron was with 808 Squadron and came back from the UK in 
HMAS Melbourne. 
 
                  Leon V Coppins 
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