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Lack of an aircraft carrier

In the context used by Senator Evans - tactically {but
not strategically) offensive maritime operations in
Australia's zone of strategic interest the term aircraft
carrier implies a ship capable of operating fixed wing
strike fighters and combat capable helicopters.

With the 1983 decision to scrap AMAS MELBOURNE
and her fixed wing aircraft, Austraiia iost the capabi-
lity to provide fighter cover for her Navy anywhere
other than within 500 miles of major RAAF bases. She
also lost a most effective means of providing Austra-
lian ground forces with airborne ground attack
capability in the region and in some Australian
territory.

There are no plans to replace this capability. Further,
it is not feasible to fit the proposed helicopter
capable training ship to fill this function.

The need for combat capable maritime warfare
helicopters is being met by the FFG7’s Seahawk
870B2s, although as yet there is no approval to arm
these with the air to surface missiles that proved so
effective against fast attack craft in the Guif War. The
Navy League considers that the Anzac frigates
should also be equipped with S70B2 Seahawk
helicopters.

Unless a new aircraft carrier is acquired, it is possible
that the only way to provide Army units with an
airborne ground attack capability would be by
acquiring helicopter gunships. Although fixed wing
ground attack aircraft are less vulnerable, their need
for high grade airfields and low combat radii of action
limits their effectiveness in regional and Australian
national territorial operations.

Navy is known to be concerned at the lack of a fixed
wing defensive fighter capability for the Fleet. To
meet this in part, the number of ships with area
defence surface to air missile systems will be
increased by the commissioning of AMA Shjps
MELBOURNE and NEWCASTLE

Other planned measures include acquiring "more
close in weapons systems, the fitting of the very
versatile Mark 41 vertical missile launching system in
the Anzac frigates and arming those frigates with new
Sea Sparrow pont defence missiles.

Further measures should include equipping the DDG
successors with area defence systems, ensuring that
they join the Fleet before age forces the retirement of
the DDG's themselves, and upgrading the area
defence system of the FFG7s.

The cost of some of these measures could be
avoided if a new aircraft carrier were to be acquired.

However, Navy is understood to consider that the
very substantial cost of a new carrier and her fixed

wing aircraft would divert to an unwise and unaccep-
table extent the very limited funds required for other
projects. These include the Collins class submarines
and Anzac frigates.

Therefore, the ADF will have to accept the limitations
on areas of operations that the lack of sea-borne
fixed wing aircraft imposes on the Fleet.

* This arficle ,writlen by A W.Grazebrook, /s reproau-
ced here by the kind permmission of the publishers of
“The Navy’, the magazine of the Mavy League of
Australia. The magazine is published quarterly and
/s avaijable at selected newsagercles. Feaders who
wish fo obtain “The Navy' on a regular basis can
do so by joining the League. A membership apolica-
ton form /s inclided in this issue of ‘Sljpstream’.

RN FLEET AIR ABRM FACT SHEET

7,500 people (12% of the Royai Navy’s total strength)
are involved in naval aviation. They operate over 300
aircraft deployed at sea as integral parts of ships’
weapons systems and at five naval air stations. The
Fleet Air Arm provides the ears, eyes and punch of
the Fleet. '

Flag Officer Naval Aviation (FONA) is Rear Admiral
Colin Cooke-Priest who has his headquarters at
Yeovilton, Somerset. For operational matters FONA
reports to the Commander in Chief Fleet at North-
wood, Middlesex and he has direct access to the
Ministry of Defence for flight safety matters. FONA's
staff is geographically divided - the operations and
Plans division is based at Northwood; the remaining
majority at Yeovilton.

FONA’s responsibilities include:

Froviding operationally capable Squaarons/ights fo
the Fleet

Managing naval avialion resources in peace anda war.
Being the rfocal point for naval aviation practices.

Maintaining the readiness of the Royal Naval Reserve
(Arr) Branch.

Contributing fo the UK search and rescue organisa-
tor.

The Fleet Air Arm operates 21 naval air
squadrons:

At Sea: Jet and helicopter squadrons deployed in
aircraft carriers, and helicopter Flights deployed in
destroyers, frigates and Royal Fleet Auxiliaries.

Ashore: 5 Naval Air Stations which, by aircraft type,
parent the training squadrons and disembarked front
line squadrons.

* Our thanks fo FONA s Public Relations stark
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HMS OCEAN ASSOCIATION - UK
April 1992

SIEN

CONTACT COLUMN

Dear JA,

It's an age since | last wrote and | must thank you for
your continued interest in our Association. You will be
pleased to know that it is raining here today, just the
normal Springlike weather for England. But...contrary
to popular belief Mancunians (FPeople Ffrom
Marnchester, £E4 do not have webbed feet.

Our shipmates had a meeting at the end of February
and | took along all the literature from the museum
and yourself. They were most interested and asked
me to thank you for your kind attention.

Mr.Plant wrote to me with a most informative letter
and some photographs and so | feel my appeal in
your newsletter has been very worthwhile.

Please find enclosed a copy of an article which was
published about the ship some years ago. | hope you
will find it interesting.(70 be published at a /ater
oale £q))

| notice that your reunion will be coming up in May
and hope you have a most enjoyable time. We have
just fixed the venue for this year's reunion and will be
going to the Royal Sailor's Home Club, at Ports-
mouth, in October.

My local branch of the FAA Association is going to
Portland at the end of this month and as a member |
will be going with them. Hopefully we will be seeing
quite a lot of the activity that occurs on this base. We
will be staying for the weekend in Weymouth, but will
take our meals and spend our social time on the
base. Should be good | think. Then in October we will
be going down to Yeovilton once again. This has
become one of our classic weekends and it is usually
a brilliant time with a great deal of comradeship.
Don’t get me wrong. | am just an average housewife,
but was always interested in my late husband’s Navy
interest for all our married life and | have been very
privileged that they are still welcoming me to their
company now that | am alone.

May | wish you a pleasant Easter and | will write
again when | think there is any news that might be of
interest to your members.

Yours sincerely, Joyce Anow/son, Secrefary.

HMAS ALBATROSS

SENIOR SAILORS MESS

70 Fleet Air Arm Association - Publicily Oﬁc‘e/'
Dear John,

This years Annual Senior Sailors Reunion will be
brought forward one week to coincide with the
opening of Stage Il of the Australian Naval Aviation
Museum which is programmed that weekend.

The date will be Friday 30th October 1992.

it would be much appreciated if this notice is put in
your issues of Slipstream.

Thanking you for your support.
WOM R, Mcllwarin - Mess Fresident

Dear Shipmate ‘Juke’,

| thought | would write a few lines to thank you and
all your committee and families for all the effort you
all must have put in to make the Reunion the success
it was.

Everyone | came into contact with, agreed it was well
organised and great to meet so many old shipmates
and friends after so many years.

Now, | am sure you are resting up a bit before
starting on the next onelll Never mind, six years is
some time away yet!

| was very pleased to purchase a shirt with our logo
on, but was a little disappointed to see them on sale
at the Air Day to the general public, | thought they
were for members only, however, | realise it was a
fund raising operation.

Once again, thanks for a great week and a job well
done.

" Regards to all, Auss Hamer.

Dear Members,

| would appreciate a copy of any video film footage
taken during Reunion ‘92,

The main reason for this request being, the faces and
names faded into a blur for the people involved in
‘keeping the show on the road'.lf such footage is
available, it would be screened to enable the workers
to catch up on the events they weren’t able to
participate in.

Any costs involved can be negotiated.

Yours sincerely, L..Matterson, Hon..Sec. FAA Reunion
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MILITARY HISTORY?

Everyone who has ever served on the ‘Grey Funnel
Line' must have heard the exhortation of the ship’s
Medical Officer, to ‘keep your gun covered’ whilst on
a run ashore. The item used to comply with this
request, was commonly referred to as a French
Letter.

This terminology, prompted someone to write to a
well known magazine and ask the following question:

Why are condoms called French Letters?

Seeing that the answer had an aeronautical flair, the
reply to that question is published below.

...The name apparently originated during the First
World War, with the Royal Flying Corps. The wind-
sock was first used on French airfields during this
time, and its tubular shape was immediately reminis-
cent of the contraceptive device.

The windsock had an odd name, something like
{'oeufil, which the English had trouble in pronouncing,
and characteristically referred to it in their Franglais
as ‘eff-ell’. The sobriquet was subsequently applied
to the condom and ultimately shortened to F-L.

Apparently new troops arriving in France asked why
they were called F-Ls and the issuing officer unable
to offer the full explanation, said that it was short for
French letter, and the nickname stuck.

Similarly, German troops, who were also issued with
condoms, had their own nickname for them. They
called them Aaskampilsockerr - meaning close com-
bat socks.......

And what do the French call them?

They call them cgpoles anglaises - which translates
to English overcoats!

SIN BOSUN DITS

THOUGHT FOR TODAY

"“If the Good Lord had wanted us to go metric, He
would have had only ten apostles.”

TRUTH WILL OUT

One Sunday morning the Chaplain apologised to his
congregation for the sticking plaster on his face.

“| was thinking about my sermon whilst shaving,” he
explained, “and cut my face.”

Afterwards, in the collection plate, he found a note,

“Next time, why not think about your face and cut the
sermon.”

SHIP’S STANDING ORDERS
FOR BEING HUMAN

You will be issued with one body. You may like it or
not, but there is no exchange, no trading it in for a
later Mark, it's yours for the full commission.

You can neglect it or look after it, but if you neglect it,
you'il pay dearly!

If you look after it, there is no guarantee it will remain
in good working order.

You will start training immediately, no time is aliowed
for 'slinging hammocks’, or the like.

The training ship is called ‘LIFE’, you will be ‘Under
Training’ full time with no leave nor 'Stand Easy’.
‘Secure’ will not be piped until you have finished.

Each Day you will have the opportunity to learn
lessons. You may like the lessons or think them
stupid or irrelevant, but you will learn them never-
the-less.

There are no mistakes, only lessons. The training is a
process of trial and error, experimentation.

The ‘failed’ experiments are as much a part of the
process as the experiment that ultimately works.

A lesson is repeated until learned, it will be repeated
in various forms until you have learned it. When you
have learned one lesson there will be another; no
passing out parades, no graduations, just lessons.

There is no part of life that does not contain its
lessons, if you are alive, there is a lesson to be
learned.

There is no ‘draft chit’ to a better billet, when There’
becomes ‘Here’ you will simply obtain another ‘There’
that will look better than ‘Here’.

Others are merely mirrors of you. You cannot love or
hate something about another person unless it
reflects to you something you love or hate about
yourself.

What you make of life is up to you. You have all the
kit and resources you need. What you do with them is
your choicer. The answers to life's questions lie within
you.

All you need to do is look, listen and trust.

The first lesson you will learn is that you will forget all
of this.

* Reproduced with thanks from the Mewsletler of lfe
Naval Officers’ Association of Varncouver /fs/and,
British Columbia.







VICTORIA

Before | begin with our news, on behalf of our
Division, | congratulate Theo Bushe-Jones on being
made a Life Member of the Fleet Air Arm Association
of Australia. It is a just and deserved reward for his
tireless and dedicated efforts to establish the Asso-
ciation Nationally.

| must also give a vote of appreciation to the Reunion
Committee on conclusion of a most successful
function. It was not without its hiccups but these were
mastered and overcome without any fuss. A special
tribute must go to ‘Juke' for keeping his cool with
some of the rude and thoughtless. Any lesser person
would have exploded.

Having relinquished the hosting of the Federal
Council Meeting for this year in favour of Nowra, we
hope to gain nomination for 1883 and moves are at
hand to set a date around the Melbourne Cup and
include a nostalgia function at HMAS Cerberus as
well as the Cup. It could be termed a mini-reunion.

We have gained three new members, John Clifford,
Larry Penny and Brian O'Dwyer. Our membership list
stands at 101 but there are still a few unfinancial at
this time.

Anzac Day was a great success with the biggest
turn-out since our inaugural march in 1984. No count
was taken but | estimate that there were possibly
between 60 and 70. As usual, we were joined
afterwards by our Associates for a few sherbets and
nibbles.

‘Jock’ lacy was taken to the hospital from the Air
Display having had a haemorrhage in his right eye.
After treatment he was referred to a specialist. The
news is, that he has lost the sight in that eye
permanently, but the operation to remove the cause
was successful. It so happens that it was the same
ailment that caused his stroke a few years ago. | am
led to believe that he was told he would suffer
another stroke again, Evelyn said he has accepted it
all and is recovering well.

| have had news on ‘Danny’ O'Keefe. He was
hospitalised just prior to leaving for the reunion.
Rumour has it that though, that he has changed his
address now and is covering.

Our Sunday luncheons at the Watsonia RSL resumed
on Sunday 25th May, after being cancelled due to
the reunion. They are a monthly occurrence to keep
contact, unfortunately, being on RSL premises we
cannot conduct a raffle for the purposes of the
association.

| saw Hugh ‘Slim’ Priestley after his trip to the UK, For
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those that went to Yeovilton for courses at HMS
Heron, he reports that it is now the home of the FAA
and has expanded greatly. The FAA museum is there
too, he said that to see it all would take many hours
and then some. | suggested that perhaps the
Podimore and the Lamb and Lark were now part of
the living quarters, but he never got to visit them.

Regards to Shipmates in the other Divisions.

* Clem Corlan - Viclorian State Fresidernt

WESTERN AUSTRALIA DIVISION
Hi Shipmates!

| have just been informed that it is time for the next
issue of Slipstream from NSW and, as we agreed to
be part of this great newsletter that will have
coverage Australia-wide, | will try and get some sort
of message to you.

Firstly, from us in the West, our thanks to ‘Juke’
Matterson and all his hard working committee who
put up with a lot of criticism, complaints and
questions from some of those who attended the
reunion. | feel that 'Juke’ should be put up for
Sainthood for the way that he sorted everything out
and never lost his sense of humour, he always had
that grin on his face and gave the time to listen to
those who found fault with everything. Well done
chaps! | think it was a great time, and to those who
thought otherwise, please put yourself forward with
your ideas, and put in your time and energy and
show us how the next one will be so much better.

We all look forward to attending the next one and
thank everyone for their hospitality.

We have all returned home now. The last couple
being Harry and Maureen Webster, who have just
returned from their extended stay in the Eastern
States. | believe they had no problems with the ‘van.
Harry you're better than me, | wouldn't try towing a
‘van through Sydney. | don’t even like driving there,
the train was bad enough.

‘Casino’ Ron and Aileen Tate enjoyed their trip to
Canberra and took in the sights. | have no idea how
much he took out of the ‘pokies’ in the National City,
but the ‘papers haven't been blaring about a WA raid
on their clubs. Better luck next time, Ron.

Bob and Sady Pat iden a away in Queensland
holidaying with their son, Graham, they are taking in
the sunshine in the North and missing all this lovely
rain, buckets of it. But they do have to return.

Bill ‘Pappy' Gault has had a time in hospital being
re-bored and bushed, haven't heard how everything
went, but | believe he has new ‘ring gear'. He will be
a new man, well, one piece anyway. All the best
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three weeks before the reunion. The reason here,
was so we could concentrate on 937.

On the 16th of May we moved 895 from ‘E’ hangar
across to ‘D' hangar where hopefully it Is going to
stay until completion of restoration. This in itself was
a mammoth task as the aircraft seemed to be in
about five million pieces.

At time of going to print, work has recommenced on
WZ895 as well as 937 with the team being split into
two sections.

* Tony Penno - FProject Manager.
C47A - DAKOTA RESTORATION

Most people will remember the fong nosed version of
the C47A Dakota the Navy operated. The intention is
to restore this aircraft and use its interior as a cinema
to run continuous videos depicting the history of the
FAA.

Over the years the weather has taken its toll and
severe corrosion is eminent at major structural points.
The main wing joints to the fuselage are riddled with
exfoliation on both upper and lower surfaces, the
rudder support plates are badly corroded as well as
the cargo door ribs. Do not despair there is nothing
our team can’t rectify. The elements played havoc on
all of the fabric control surfaces, fortunately we have
replacements.

The interior is not too bad, no major damage except
for a few rotten floor boards. A lot of vinyl sound
proofing is in good repair and with a bit of Safety
Equipment ingenuity we should be able to overcome
any snags.

| am still tracing the history of the engines. | believe
they are both in running condition and perhaps could
be used for future trading for items we require.

This project is going to be a long arduous task, |
envisage two years hence being our target date.

* Don FParkinson - FProject Mansger.
FIREFLY REPORT

Since my last report considerable progress has been
made on WDB828. The Firefly still hasn't flown but it is
getting closer, hopefully in time for the official
opening of the Museum in November 1892,

The camshaft problem was resolved by having the
originals rebuilt by a repair organisation in the USA,
with the assistance of Bob Delahunty and Gordon
Glynn who arranged the transportation.

The camshaft assemblies have been refited and
timed due to the tireless efforts of Terry Hetherington.
The engine still requires the rubber hoses to be
replaced, these are being manufactured by a repair

specialist at Bankstown Airport and will be fitted on
receipt.

The Firefly was run and taxied for the November 1991
open day at Nowra but discontinued a few months
later due to an oil supply problem which has been
since rectified.

It is hoped that when the hoses for the engine and
the seals for the propeller are fitted that a major
service can be carried out and minor defects
rectified. Then CAA can be approached for reissue of
permit to fly. WD826 can then loin the other Historic
Flight aircraft on the airshow circuit.

* Keith Boundy - Firefly Maintenance Coorainator.
SEA FURY RESTORATION

Ken Lee, our team member, has returned from his
world trip during which he visited a number of aircraft
areas, one of which was the Royal Navy Historic
Flight area at Yeovil.

At this venue he gained quite a bit of useful
information on the Fury, including leads on obtaining
an electric starter motor for the Centaurus engine.

Pistons, jug-heads and other parts are looking like
new, thanks to the efforts of George Meacham and
Jack Constantine.

We welcome to the team two more valuable aircraft
engineers, Kevin Hill and Russ Ayres. This gives us a
team of six working on the Fury so the rate of
progress should increase.

* Oscar Hamer - Project Manager

WHOSE JOB IS IT?

This is a story about four people named Everybody,
Somebody, Anybody and Nobody.

There was an important job to be done and
Everybody was asked to do it. Everybody was sure
that Somebody would do it. Anybody could have
done it but Nobody did it. Somebody got angry about
that, because it was Everybody’s job. Everybody
thought Anybody could do it but Nobody realised
that Everybody woulidn’t do it. It ended up that
Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did
what Anybody could have done.

* Lets make sure they dont get to be members of
our organisation,

*GENERAL MEETING of the NSW DIVISION*
A General Meeting of the NSW Division of the Fleet
Air Arm Association of Australia will be held in the
Senior Sailor's Mess, HMAS Albatross, on the 13th

of September 1992, commencing at 1100 sharp.
Terry Hetherington - Secretary
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WELFARE OFFICER’S REPORT

RDFWA News

Whilst it is aimost impossible to keep up to date with
all the legislation that governs the administration of
Veteran Affairs and Compensation cases, those who
involve themselves in assisting veterans, do finish up
with a good working knowledge of the system. This is
particularly true when that knowledge is combined
into an organisation such as the Regular Defence
Force Welfare Association.

Recently, the Shoalhaven and District Contact Group
of that organisation was able to assist an ex-RAN
member who, because he hadn’t served in an area of
conflict such as Korea, Malaya or Vietnam etc, was
under the impression that treatment for a recently
diagnosed malignant condition, would have to be
covered by Medicare and his private Health Fund. |
was under the same impression, unless a connection
between his present condition and his RAN service
could be established, in which case, a protracted
compensation claim would follow.

| am pleased to report, however, that after represen-
tation to Veterans' Affairs, that department has
advised the veteran that they will cover his medical
costs, also, nursing home costs if they ever become
necessary.

Further enquiries show this to be part of a broadened
policy in respect to cancer. An article in the Naval
Association’s publication, ‘White Ensign’, for the 14th
May 1992, page 27, Veteran's Affairs News reads as
follows:

‘FREE CANCER TREATMENT FOR VETERANS'

DVA advise that any Australian Veteran or Mariner
suffering from malignant cancer is entitled to free
medical treatment for that condition. This has been

available for some time but not everyone is aware of

it. Some veterans feel that cancer has to be related to
their war service but this does not apply to treatment
costs. They don't need to have served in a theatre of
war, nor do they need to be receiving a pension of
any kind.

All local Medical Cfficers (should) know how to apply
to the Department in these cases but anybody can
apply on behalf of the veteran. All it takes is a letter
to the Department of Veterans’ Affairs whose main
objective is to help the veteran as quickly as
possible.....

So there you have it; they wont, however, pick up the
tab for travel costs or grant a pension ({(disability),
unless you have War or Eligible Service, but they will
cover Nursing Home costs if they become necessary.

The Shoalhaven and District Group of the RDFWA

will raise the subject of increased publication con-
cerning this benefit as it is important for all to know.

if you need help or advice, please write to:

The Secretary, Shoalhaven and District RDFWA
Contact Group, PO BOX 28, NOWRA, NSW, 2541,

Or you can ‘phone: John Arnold - (044) 232014
Neil Gage - (044) 460484 Chips Gray - (044) 416006
* fvan [Chips) Gray Welfare Ofiicer

A LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY

The following photograph shows a model of an
Albatross mounted on a half globe. It was presented
to the First Sea Lord on the occasion of his visit to
HMAS Albatrossin 19586,

o FIRST SEA LORD,
o ADMIRALTY,
LONDON, 5.W.1.

at Canberra,

12%h April, 1¢56,

\A
s ) ol
[ELIN Ny r.‘\_‘! ok .
I am writing to thank you very much

for-.the fine work you put 1n cn the medel
ol :he "Albatross®, which was Elven me on
;\y departure from the Neval Alr Statlon,
owra,

I should be grateful 3f rou woulé con—
vey my appreclation to -

C.A.A. S.L, Paul
iLA.1.H.(A) S. Corboy
A.A.3. K. Baddook,
A.Mech. L. Drake
N.A.I.M.{A) R. Heron
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-

* Our thanks fo Lex Drake for providing  the
pholographs.














