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Air Arm, as it is thought of today, came into being.

When Flight Lieutenant Fox made his first take-off
from HMAS Australia in 1917, the Royal Australian
Navy was just six years old. Other early experiments
in naval aviation were made on board HMAS Sydney
and HMAS Melbourne. However, the cruiser HMAS
Brisbane became the first Australian warship to carry
an aircraft operationally when it used a Sopwith Baby
seaplane from April to June 1917 during the hunt for
the German raider, Wolf.

In June 1918, Sopwith Camel aircraft from HMA Ships
Sydney and Melbourne went into action against
enemy aircraft during a sweep of the Heligoland
Bight.

After World War |, tentative plans to form a Royal
Australian Navy Fleet Air Arm were drawn up, these
hopes were dashed by the 1920 Budget v 1 the
Prime Minister announced that... ‘the air force is to be
under the control of a board, on which there will be
representatives of the Navy, the Army and civil
aviation'.

The Minister for Defence proclaimed that.'as it is
unnecessary at this juncture to create a separate
department and it would be wasteful to separate the
naval and military sides of this service’,

The same budget that dashed the hopes of the Navy,
also provided for the establishment of an air force,
and in 1921 the Royal Australian Air Force was
formed. Within the budgetary figures for the air force,
was an allowance for one squadron of ship's
aeroplanes - six Fairey 111D floatplanes were
ordered, the only naval aircraft available in UK at the
time. Originally they were to be stationed in the
Sydney area for fleet co-operation duties, economic
restraints at this time saw this plan being changed
and they were based at Point Cook, Victoria.

fn 1923, in line with British Admiralty policy, the RAN
instituted a specialist branch of observers, a small
group of personnel were also selected to be trained
as pilots.

In 1924, Cabinet gave annraval for the canstruction
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7This Commonwealth Navy Oraer, highlights some of the problems associated with a non-inaeper

of a seaplane carrier. The carrier was built at
Cockatoo Istand dockyard, Sydney. Named HMAS
Albatross, the six thousand ton carrier was launched
in 1928 by the wife of the Governor General, Lady
Stonehaven. At the same time, the attempt to
establish a Fleet Air Arm entirely controlled and
operated by the RAN, was dealt ancther blow when
Cabinet decided not to approve its formation. The
RAAF were to provide aircraft, pilots and maintainers,
while the RAN would provide the observers and
telegraphist/air gunners.

Albatross was commissioned in January 1929, and in
February of that year, 101 Flight (Fleet Co-operation)
consisting of nine officers and 41 NCOs and airmen,
with six Supermarine Seagull 111 aircraft, embarked
on the Albatross. The observers and two of the six
pilots were RAN.

in April 1933, reductions in naval strength, caused by
the world economic conditions (Great Depression),
saw the Albatross de-commissioned and placed in
reserve. Some five years later, the carrier was
transferred to the BN in part payment for the cruiser
HMAS Hobart.

During the period 1933 to 1935, Fleet Co-operation -
was limited to the operation of Seaguil 111 aircraft
from HMA Ships Australia and Canberra. These
aircraft were used until they were replaced with
Seagull V aircraft in 1935. With the introduction of the
new aircraft, HMAS Australia went to the UK to be
fitted with a catapult. Shortly afterwards, HMAS
Canberrawas ¢ larly fitted in Sydney, and the other
light cruisers, Hobart, Perth and Sydney soon fol-
lowed suit. Throughout World War Two, these aircraft
were sefrvis by RAAF or RN Fleet Air Arm crews.

In the latter period of the war, the RAN started
planning for its peace-time requirements. The initial
planning included two light fleet carriers, two naval
air stations, and two air groups.

On 3 July, 1947, the Commonwealth Defence Council
approved tt formation of a Fleet Air Arm which
would be totally controlled and operated by the RAN.

it FAA.

CNO 137/1925-ESTABLISHMENT OF A FLEET AIR ARM OF THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY.

The Naval Board have decided to establish a Fleet Air Arm of the Royal Australian Navy, based as far as
practicable, on the scheme adopted in the Royal Navy, as set forth in Admiralty Fleet Order No.1058 of 1924,

and subsequent relative AFOs.

2. Applications have been invited from Officers wishing to undergo the Long Air Course of four years,

commencing in January 1925.

3. Officers volunteering for the Fleet Air Arm must be of the rank or relative rank of Sub-Lieutenant or Lieutenant,
and must not be above the age of 28 on 1st January in the year in which they commence the course.












Nowra then commissioned as HMS Nabswick.

Between 151 of November and 78th March 7945
there were several more Squadron movemerils and
unfortunately severa/ rata/ accidents.

78:03: 1946 - HMS Nabswick, RNAS Nowra paid off
and returned to RAAF Caretaker status.

77:04. 1948 - Tacit approval given, by Cabinet, for
the establishment of a Naval Air Branch.

74:09:7946 - Admiralty advise Australia that they
are prepared to bear half the cost of two light fle
carriers for the BAN.

77:09:7946 - The Prime Minister approves the
recommendations from the Defence Committee for
establishment of the FAA.

75721947 - RAAF Station Nowra transferred to the
RAN.

07:01:7948 - The first draft of RAN ratings selected
for the Fleet Air Arm proceeded to U.K. for training.

23:02:71948- | ondon Order No. 5967 placed for:
6 X Sea Fury Mark 11
6 x Firefty Mark V
delivery to be monthly commencing May.

03:7948 - Cabinet authorise purchase of two (2)
Light Fleet Carriers.

05:04:1948- London Order No. 5603 placed for:
25 x Sea Fury Mark 11
25 x Firefly Mark V
9 x Centaurus engines
9 x Griffin 74 engines
as the outfit for the 1st Air Group.

06:7948 - The Air Board allocated the following
aircraft to the RAN:

3 x CAC Wirraway
14 x Supermarine Spitfires

4 x Vultee Vengeance

28081948 - No. 20 Carrier Air
Group formed up at AINAS Jling-
fonn (HMS Garnnel).

805 Sqdn - Sea Fury Mark 11s

816 Sqdn - Firefly Mark 5s
37.08:7948 - HMAS. Albatross
commissioned wirth the White

Ensign  being horsted over the
cortro/ lower. *+
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AND WHAT DID THE PRESS
__AVE 10 SAY?

7he following article appreared in a local newspaper
m1 the 7irst week of September, 1948,

HMAS “Albatross” Commissioned

On Tuesday morning, in glorious sunshine, at nine-
thirty promptly, HMAS Albatross, the first Royal
Australian Naval Air Station, was commissioned, and
a beautiful White Ensign flew proudly from the control
tower of the Nowra Aerodrome.

The Officers and men, under Acting-Captain, Com-
mander H.J.F.Lane, OBE, BN., saluted the flag as it
floa | out on the breeze after * man Napier had
called the hour of commission. It was indeed an
historic moment for Australia, when Australia came
into line with the other great powers of the world and
provided the nucleus of its own Naval Air Arm.

Residents of Nowra, who have a warm spot in their
hearts for the « w of the “Shoa ren”, will be
interested to know that Commander R.Rhoades,
DSC, RAN., had the silk Ensign, which was used on
Tuesday morning, presented to him when he was the
Captain of the “Shoalhaven’. He is now stationed at
Nowra as second in command, and was present at
the official ceremony.

Other leading Officers present were Commander (E)
A.S.J.Banks, Air Engineer Officer, with Lt. Commander
The Hon.D.W.E. Chubb, BN., and Lt.Angell, secretary
to the acting-captain.

Commander Lane will control the drome until the
arrival of Captain R.G.Poole, BN., who is expected in
late September.

All the familiar terms of the RAAF will be used when
speaking of the drome, such as taxi-ways etc., and
there will be a special part of the drome where the
pilots will learn to land their aircraft the same as on
the deck of a carrier.

For the Nowra drome will be an essential training
ground for the Naval Air Arm and the first fifty recruits
are expected next week. These will be technical
recruits, and all phases of technical teaching, such as
meteorology, and the mechanical side of aircraft
handling, will be taught at the drome.

It is expected that early next year about one
thousand officers and men will be in training here,
and the number is expected to rise to fifteen hundred
in 1951, The exact number will depend on how
aircraft materials are available, and the expansion of
the Naval Air Arm. Present ship's company is about
one hundred and forty, including Officers, Chief Petty
Officers, Petty Officers and Naval Ratings.
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* Naval Air Mechanic Barry Colpus (20) is from
London, he left the RN to join HMAS Sydney, now
stationed at Nowra. PiX found him at a local cinema.
He said London was rather brighter, but added
stoically: "This is the Navy.”

* “You can get a real good juicy steak here,” says
Electrician’s Mate 'Chips’ Wood (20) from Middlesex.
“Not like the sixpenn'orth of meat in England. | like
Sydney and dancing at the Trocadero. But Sydney
girls don't worry me- | got a real nice girl back home.”

* Sydney seems all play and no work, is the
impression of Electrician’s Mate Stan Went (20) from
Birmingham. “I've always wanted to see Australia; it's
a land of plenty. But | reckon the people in England
are working a lot harder than the people in Australia.”

* “Sydney looks on Navy men as if they’re dirt,” says
AB Bill Bowden (24) from Devonshire. “If you have a
drink you're a drunkard. We have more freedom back
home. I'd like to go back to England tomorrow.
Australia is just a land of make- believe - no reality
about it." **

SHOALHAVEN NAVAL
CENTRE

This facility mentioned in the PIX story is not the old
White Ensign Club.

The following abbreviated articie appeared in the
local press on the 19th April, 1949:

PUBLIC MEETING SEEKS WAYS
AND MEANS OF PROVIDING AMENITIES
FOR ALBATROSS

A public meeting was heid in the School of Aris on
Wednesday night {ast, with the object of establishing
an amenities centre, or something of the kind, for the
benefit of the personnel of HMAS Albatross.

it has been felt for some time that something of this
kind would be of great benefit to the men of
Albatross, as many of them, when on leave, have
nowhere to go and little to do. The idea is to have a
centre to which men can go when in Nowra, to play
games, write letters, read, or rest, as they feel
inclined.

The Shire President (Cr.H.0.Cox) who convened the
meeting occupied the chair, and after briefly stating
the object of the meeting, and extending a welcome
to LieutR.Jolly RN, and Mr.W.T.J.Crozer (Commis-
sioned Flying Officer}, of HMAS Albatross, invited
those present to submit suggestions.

He reminded those present that HMAS Albatross
brings about development from which the whole area
directly benefits. From the National stand-point he

said we feel that it is a duty to welcome all personnel
and offer the hand of fellowship to them. We want to
make them happy and feel that they are at home
among us and in some small way, bring them
happiness.

Lieut. Jolly, on behalf of R.G.Poole RN (Commander
of Albatross) expressed gratitude that something was
being done in this way. He said Captain Poole
appreciates very much, the move on the part of the
people of Nowra to provide amenities for the person-
nel of the Station.

Mr.Crozer reminded the meeting that this was no
temporary arrangement, that the numbers at the
station are going to increase and that for these
reasons, something of a more or less permanent
nature is needed.

* As a result of this mesling a comm/iftee was formed,
/it consisted of two representatives from each of the
thirteen organisations presert at that meeting.

7The Shoalhaven Naval Centre became a realiy.
Thought fo have been located 1 the ea befind the
Nowra School of Arts, it closed within seven months
aue o l1ack of public support and fnarnce.

The next such project lo fake place was the White
Ens._ . Club, which opened in October 7854 in the
ofd Nowra Hospital in Bridge Road. **

Australia’s Naval Airmen

This was the fille for the article that appeared in the
Oclober 7957 edifion of AIRCRAFT magazine K /s
apparent that the Master Flan’ was well under way,
setting the pattern for the yearsfoc. =

....A survey of this recent RAN development, the
training facilites at HMAS Albatross (Nowra), and
some expansion plans.

Naval Aviation, as the newest branch of Australia’'s
defence organisation, is still, an important part, a
foster child of the Royal Navy, but it is rapidly
developing an Australian entity both in personnel and
facilities.

fFor some time to come, however, it will include a
proportion of RN Officers, Petty Officers and techni-
cians on loan, and Australian recruited aircrew
personnel will get a considerable proportion of their
training in the United Kingdom.

The Royal Australian Navy, as a whole, developed in
a similar way, inheriting methods, traditions and the
general basis of its being from the BN, and then
developing an Australian character. This process is
being re-enacted in Naval Aviation, but there is
another factor in development here - the link with the
Royal Australian Air Force.
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Many of the Naval pilots now attached to the 20th
and 21st Carrier Air Groups are ex BAAF members,
who chose to enlist in it postwar and who added their
specialised Naval Aviation training to the wide
general aviation training and wartime operational
experience they gained in the RAAF.

Most of these, like A/Lt Cdr A.J. (Nat) Gould,
commanding officer of No. 816 (Firefly) Squadron, of
the 20th CAG, have taken to their new service with
enthusiasm. They like it, even prefer it to the RAAF,
but they have brought with them some of their RAAF
character. They are easily distinguishable from most
of their RN colleagues.

The young Australian naval pilots and observers, post
war enlisted, also have a RAAF link. Sensibly, it has
been decided that ab //tiotraining of both RAAF and
RAN aircrew will be carried out at the RAAF College,
Point Cook.

The changing character of the RAN Naval Aviation
can be judged best in the sub-lieutenant grade of the
Carrier Air groups. Only about five percent of these
are BN, 50 percent of the rest are ex-RAAF, 40
percent direct entry as RAN pilots, and the other five
percent are RAN cadets in background.

Among the more senior officers the percentage of RN
pilots and observers on loan is higher, but this
position is changing gradually. It is interesting,
incidentally, to find five New Zealanders, some RAN,
some RN, among them. One of these, A/LtCdr W.G.
(Jimmie) Bowles, RAN, is commanding officer of No.
805 (Sea Fury) Squadron.

The Australian Naval pilot, after his initial training at
Point Cook, goes to England to take his service
training at Syerston, in the English Midlands, and his
advanced training in the special requirements of
flying from a carrier at Lossiemouth.

It is at Lossiemouth that he begins specialising either
in fighter or anti-submarine aircraft. On the basis of
this he is sent either to the anti-submarine schooling
Northern Ireland, or the fighter school in Cornwall,
before he first goes to a carrier for actual deck
landing experience.

This period of training occupies from 18 months to
two years,

The making of a naval pilot is a costly business.
Australia pays 100 pounds a flying hour for her
personnel under training in England and 150 pounds
a deck landing. It can be said, therefore, that every
naval aviator who comes fully trained into the service
here represents a capital investment by his country of
about 10,000 pounds.

Whether it would be cheaper to set up the necessary
training establishments in this country to do the full

job would depend on the number of aircrew who
were reguired annually to maintain service strength. It
seems extremely doubtful, at the present time,
whether it would be economic, or in the best interests
of the trainees, to do this.

Australia at present supports two Carrier Air Groups,
the 20th and 21st, each composed of one fighter and
one antisubmarine reconnaissance squadron. The
normal allocation is one group to each -carrier.
Australia’s second carrier, HMAS Melbourne when it
arrives.

There are plans for third CAG to be set up possibly
next year, which will form in its early stages, at least,
an aircrew reserve, training and replacement pool for
the operational CAG's.

It has also been announced by the Government that
the formation of an RANVR Air Group is in planning.
The first squadron of this, for reconnaissance and
anti-submarine training may be formed next year, with
a fighter squadron to come later. These volunteer
squadrons will have their headquarters at Schofields,
NSW, where a . _\N station is to be established side
by side with the existing RAAF station, using the
same airstrip facilities. The volunteers for this will
come from ex service pilots and groundcrew.

These are big developments, and call on personnel,
recruiting and on training facilities will be consider-
able, for a Carrier Air Group is a complete entity, from
the aircrew to the servicing and handling aspects.

It is thus obvious that Naval Aviation in Australia has
to plan for an expansion which will place consider-
able strain on existing facilities-but which augurs well
for the advanc ant of e who are "in on the
ground floor.”

A considerabie proportion of technical personnel now
manning HMAS Sydney and the Naval air station at
Nowra, HMAS Albatross, are on loan from the Royal
Navy, but in this direction rapid progress is being
made in the training of technical ratings and naval
airmen generally.

A strong preference for the Navy is being shown by
Australians volunteering for a service career, and the
intake of these personnel into Naval Aviation is
steadily building up.

For all recruits the foundation is that of the ordinary
seamen and the initial training is a five week course
at Flinders Naval depot. For their specialist courses
the naval airmen are then transferred to Nowra.

They have a choice of seven different trades. Three
of them - engines, airframes and ordinance - are
listed as technical, and the other four - meteorology,
photography, safety equipment, and aircraft handling
- as non technical. Forty percent of the recruits are
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A GUIDE TO ALBATROSS

HMAS ALBATROSS is a big stone Frigate, way back
and just a ducky Naval name for a RAN Air Station.

An Air Station is not a place where people talk hot air
(usually) but a place where Naval aircraft land and
take off (sometimes). Being an Australian Air Station,
it is inhabited by English sailors, as ali the Australian
sailors are in England learning to play Ludo, that
being the national game of much binding.

It is situated in the bush between Nowra and nowhere
on the left hand side one way, and on the right hand
side the other way. Map references will be given in
issue No 99, as nobody has a compass and the only
chap who could read one was demobbed last week.

INHABITANTS

Albatross is inhabited by several specimens of
nature; the first being called the “UPPERDECKA-
PUS.” The Upperdeckapus is a strange animal that
cannot walk very far, and when it requires to move
from one part to the other it has to rely on one of the
other specimens to transport it. It makes a strange
sound like a cross between a BBC announcer and a
barman from the “Old Kent Road.”

Ancther inhabitant is called a “CROSSANCHOR-
PUS,” which, in common with the Upperdeckapus,
does not work. It lives in a hole of its own called a
POMESS, where it eats and drinks all day long;
eventually becoming so fat that it is known as a
"CHIEF CROSSANCHORPUS,” and can always be
recognized by the froth coming out of its ears.

The other main specimen of nature is called a
"LOWERDECKAPUS'™ which is a cross between a
Spanish Galley Slave and a convict doing six months’
“hard.” They wander about like nuns in Pompey
Barracks, dodging the two previous specimens, and
looking for quiet places to get their heads down.

COST OF LIVING
Eight pence per glass. .

LOCAL METROPOLIS

The nearest city is called Nowra, this being an old
aboriginal name meaning "Like Nothing on Earth.” It
is also the largest city this side of Bomaderry. In order
to get to Nowra, it is necessary for Albatross
specimens to go by Liberty Boat, as it is much to far
to swim. Any reference to Nowra can | found in
H.G. Wells’ “Things to Come,"” or Aristotles’ ...ings
Wot ‘Av Been.”

In conclusion, anyocne wishing to visit Albatross to
obtain first hand information should write to the Chief

Lama of Tibet, who will immediately refuse permis-
sion. They will never realise how much they owe to
that man. So, in conclusion, may | quote the words of
Milton, who said of it:-

Oh, to be at Albatross,

Now that summer’s there,

Oh, to be in Nowra, where the
Pubs have got some beer.
Who wants to be a civvy

And lead a life of pleasure,

I'd sooner be a sailor

And live a life of leisure. **

ALbA 1 KOSS COMMANDING
OFFICERS

CAPT. R.G.POOLE,RN 1948/50

CAPT. G.H.BEALE, OBE, DSO, RN 1950/52
CAPT. R.RHOADES, DSC, RAN 1952/54

CAPT. D.SANDERSON, DSC, RN 1954/55
CAPT. P ~ ~ANSHAWE, OBE, DSC, RN 1955/57
CAPT. V.AT.SMITH, DSC, RAN 1957/59

CAPT. T.K. MORRISON, OBE, DSC, BRAN 1959/1962
Ct. .. J.S.MESLEY, MVO, DSC, RAN 1962/65
CAPT. J.H.DOWSON, CBE, RAN 1965/67

CAPT. D.C.WELLS, RAN 1967/68

CAPT. AN.DOLLARD, DSC, RAN 1968/71
CAPT. J.D.GOBLE, RAN 1971/72

CAPT. D.A.H.CLARKE, MVO, DSC, RAN 1972/73
Ch: .. H.E.BAILEY, DSC, RAN 1973/73

Chk .. AJ.ROBERTL ..\, DSC, RAN 1974/-

*IN COMMAND AND NOIC JERVIS BAY*
CDRE A.J.ROBERSTSON, DSC, RAN 1875/76
CDRE G.E.JERVIS, RAN 1976/77

CDRE G.Mc.JUDE, RAN 1977/79

CDRE N.E.LEE, RAN 1980/81

CDRE T.A.DADSWELL, AM, RAN 1981/84

CDRE N.RALPH, DSC, RAN 1984/85
C_.3EH.P.L_..GER, MVO, RAN 1985/87

CDRE M.J.TAYLOR, AM, RAN 1987/89

CDRE R.N.PARTINGTON, AM, RAN 1990/- **























