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Editorial

The Fleet Air Arm Associaton of
Australia is indebted to SHELL
AVIATION for their sponsorship of
this edition of Slipstream.

The picture on the front cover was
taken several years ago. Since the
photograph was taken, both the
aircraft have disappeared, the trees
have been chopped down and a sentry
box with booms (manned by
civilians), has been erected in the
centre of the road. The only part
remaining from the earlier days is the
front wall and the gates.

At a recent dinner, the CO of
Albatross, Commodore Sloper AM
RAN, said that in the not too distant
future, the front gates and surrounding
buildings would disappear as the
development of Albatross progressed.
Another tandmark, the Cinema (also
in the photograph) , would alsa suffer
the same fate. A new Gymnasium,
the development of the AJASS oval
and other world class facilities, could
entice participants of the Sydney 2000
Olympics to utilise Albatross as a
fraining base.

| hope to have more information
on this initiative in the next edition of
Slipstream.

Things have changed quite
dramatically over the past few years at
Albatross and the surrounding district.
It has always been of concern to me
that members who live far afield and
have not, or cannot, visit their old
‘stamping grounds’, must often
wonder what changes have occurred
over time. To try and remedy this
situation, the National Executive have
given me the go-ahead to investigate
the production of a video to cover
Albatross, the Australian Naval
Aviation Museum and the Nowra /
Jervis Bay area.

Albatross have promised their full
cooperation in the project, and | am
endeavouring to piece together a fist of
the things that YOU, the member,
would like to see an film.

Please drop me a line and let me
have your ideas. | suggest that you
don'’t delay, things are moving so fast
that there wont be anything left to
recognise. Ed.

INTRODUCING
REAR ADMIRAL D.J. CAMPBELL, AM RAN
FLAG OFFICER NAVAL SUPPORT COMMAND

Rear Admiral Campbell was born in Brisbane on 16 August 1945. He joined
the Navy in 1961 as a 15 year old Cadet Midshipman and graduated in 1964 from
the Rayal Australian Naval College, Jervis Bay, as the Queen's Medallist. After
fleet experience in HMA Ships ANZAC (DD-59), VAMPIRE (DD-11), and
MELBOURNE (CV-21) during the Malay Peninsular campaign, he took part in the
first RAN/USN midshipmen’s exchange programme, serving in USS ESSEX
(CVS-19). This was followed by further training at Britannia Royal Naval College,
Dartmouth, and Sub Lieutenants' specialist courses in the Portsmouth area.

His postings as a junior officer were ashore and afloat, at home and abroad.
He served in the training establishment, HMAS CERBERUS; at Fleet
Headquarters; in HMAS HOBART (DDG-39) in Vietnam; and in HMAS SUPPLY
(AO-195). He was next on the staff of the RAN College, HMAS CRESWELL, and
then on the staff of the Naval Attache Washington. While in USA, he undertook
advanced logistics training and upon returning to Australia in 1976, served as the
inaugural ILS Director in the Naval Materiel Division and then in Officers’
Postings in the Naval Personnel Division.

Promoted to Commander in 1979, he was seconded as Military Secretary and
Comptroller to His Excellency the Governor-General for three and a half years.
He then became the first Director of Naval Supply Research and attended the
Australian Joint Services Staff College. This was followed by a posting to the
Flagship, HMS STALWART (AD-215), as Secretary to the Fleet Commander and
Maritime Commander. In 1985 he was promoted to Captain and appointed as
Secretary to the Chief of Naval Staff at Navy Office in Canberra. He was
promoted to Commodore in December 1988.

For the next three years he was the Naval Attache, Washington, a position
that included being Naval Adviser, Ottawa. Largely in recognition of that service
(which spanned the lrag War), he was appointed as a Member of the Order of
Australia. This posting was followed by two years as the Director-General
Intelligence Operations in the Defence Intelligence Organisation, Canberra.

Rear Admiral Campbell was promoted to his current rank in 1993 and
appointed the Deputy Chief of Naval Staff in February 1994. He became the
Naval Support Commander in July 1995.

He attended the National and International Security Program at Harvard
University in 1991 and the Advanced Management Program at the Wharton
School of the University of Pennsylvania in 1994.

His interests include fly fishing, reading, and the performing arts.

Rear Admiral Campbell married the former Kaye Blackband, in 1968. They
have two children: Penny, who is a law student at the Australian National
University and a Naval Reservist; and Travis, who is an Officer Cadet at the
Defence Academy.

DISCLAIMER

Al rights reserved. Reproduction in part
or whole is forbidden without the express
permission of the Editor in writing.

The views and opinions expressed in this
publication do not necessarily reflect the
views and opinions of the Association or
Committee of Management.

A LAST FAREWELL

ASHWELL L.J. (NZ FAAA) - 6 April 1995

ALEXANDER Roy - 14 April 1995

"SLADE John - 18 April 1995

HAYNE Ronald Henry - (‘Butch’) Cmdr RAN Rtd - 24 April 1995
SPARKS Jim - (‘Hawse-pipe Jimmy’) - 23 May 1995

LEE Gordon John - (‘China’ ex-LAM(E)) - June 1995
WILKINSON Albert (ex-CPOAF) - June 1995

CONELLAN Robert - 21 June 1995

FLETCHER John - (ex-LEM) June 1995

TURNER John James - (‘Topsy’ ex-(AH) RN) - 02 July 1995
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Jim Lamb will be remembered by
many - sadly departed now. Much of
the Ad's success in settling into RAN
service is because of Jim. All the
others | knew; Stan Paul and | helped
to section the Rolis-Royce 'Griffon'
display model which, | understand, is
in the ANAM these days. We did that
job at NIRIMBA (Schofields RANAS ) .

Arthur Sara will be remembered by
many for his raconteur skills and there
are still a few around the Royal Navy
Retired List who recall a famous 'Dit
shoot-out' that lasted all night at
Culdrose on a famous occasion when
Arthur was visiting as the RAN Staff
AEO in UK. His opponent was the
RN's champion yarn-spinner, one
Captain 'Tommy Denholm, an ex-
South African and an AE/P. A few
years later when | myself was the staff
AEO in London | had the pleasure of
meeting up with Tommy' (he retired to
Cornwall while | was there) and some
of the things he told me about Arthur
we cannot print in ‘Slipstream” | was
told by a couple of old RN hands that
the mess finally called a draw to the
shoot-out because dawn was breaking
and everybody was in agony from
several hours of non-stop belly-
wrenching laughter.

Stan Cox was one of my early
bosses in the old ERS (where the
ANAM now stands) - a jovially chubby
fellow and never disheartened.

The athletics group on top of page
9 is not so familiar but | can help with
a couple of names as requested. In
the back rows second from right, the
short chap with the pronounced
forelock, is Kevin Foot, one of my
mates in those days. Kevin and | lost
touch for over 30 vyears and
reconnected when | was writing the
NIRIMBA history. He's a senior
Customs officer these days based in

Newcastle. Kevin had what was an

early forerunner to the modern 'station
wagon' - a Standard Vanguard 'estate
car', which made him a bit of a
plutocrat in those days. It would be a
collector’s item now. The chap in the
front row, second from right and next
to the fellow in the track suit is Ray
Murrell. Ray was an ex-Brit, but took
to Australia well and was a popular
messmate. Both he and Kevin were
Airframe fitters (pre-dual trade days).

The LCDR with folded arms sitting
middle front row of the athletics team
was Pat Hannah - one of the few men
to have had an aircraft carrier steam
over the top of him and survive. He
was a Firefly' pilot (note the wings on
the left sleeve in those days} and went
off the end of SYDNEY without power.

The monster cut his aircraft to pieces
and slid over the top of him. Somehow
he survived and lived to fly again.
However, the event damaged his
hearing and thereafter he had to cock
his head to one side if you spoke to
him. The photo tends to make his
stature look larger than it was for he
was actually a short fellow and most
people were taller than he. A real
gentleman, quiet, never ruffled,
always wearing a faintly amused
smile, very popular. Some of the old
retired pilots can tell you a lot more
about him.

The bottom photo on p-8 in front of
the bus shows only a few faces
familiar to me; however, one of them
is very famous: the big fellow in the
back row, 5th from left (at the extreme
right hand side of the drivers
windscreen if you were sitting in the
driver's seat) with the fellow in white,
arms folded, standing just in front of
him, is the legendary ex-RN Charlie
Morris. | suspect that Charlie was still
a CPO or maybe even PO in that pic.
| first saw him at Schofields RANAS in
1952 as an Instructor PO Air
Electrician. Charlie was the terror of
all recaicitrate young sailors and
many of us learned how to double at
Charlie's barked command. His great
fame was as a discus thrower (or was
it hammer?) and he represented not
only the RAN but Australia in that
field. Whenever  there  were
Commonwealth Games or similar,
Charlie somehow seemed to be
posted for ‘'temporary duties' at
wherever the games were. He
eventually ended up as a Commander
and I'm sure he'll be an Association
member so will probably contact you.

There is another fellow in white
standing 2nd from left in that pic, the
one with the thicker head of hair, arms
folded, mouth open, smiling. I'm quite
sure that that was NAM 'A' Davld
O'Brien, better known on the
messdeck as 'Daisy' (which didn't
have the connotation you may at first
assume - 'Daisy’ was very
heterosexual). David and | were close

- friends with very similar interests, we

were a hit bookish, liked classical
music, were keen on getting more
education etc; in fact, Daisy spoke
with a quite refined voice. In civvy life
he had been an assistant projectionist
in a big Melbourne Cinema.

David did a most unusual thing for
junior sailors in those days - he
became 'spliced' (we actually had to
get Captain's permission then). Thus,
| would sometimes go into Nowra to
the O'Briens' flat for dinner.

Regrettably, David didn't take too well
to Navy life and decided to 'run'. That
was a criminal offence and if you were
posted as a deserter your name,
picture etc were circulated to all
Australian Police and you were
literally a hunted man. | know that
David and his new wife slipped off to
Melbourne after having taken me into
their confidence that they were going
to do so. | remember being in a blue
funk as to what | should do, but
mercifully | didn't really know where
they'd gone so was abie to truthfully
say so when 'interviewed' by the
Crushers, | suppose that the poor
O'Briens lived as fugitives for some
years and | wonder if David is still
awaiting the midnight calll! On the
occasions |'ve been in Melbourne, 've
sometimes toyed with the idea of
calling-up the few D. O'Briens in the
directory, but have never gotten
around to doing so. Anyway, see what
other inputs you get, butI'm prepared
to put the name 'NAM 'A' David
O'Brien' to the face.

The shot of the bus in that pic
recalls another incident for me in
which | was terrifyingly involved. The
standard Navy mass road transport in
those days was the old 'Bedford' 40
seater - which the one in that shot is.
They were a reasonably reliabie if
somewhat plodding form of transport
but hardly the last word in comfort.
For the 1964 Royal Tour,
ALBATROSS supplied the Navy (and
premier) Royal Guard (of which | was
a member - | still have the spit-
polished boots!) and after a gruelling
couple of months training at the NAS
under the bordering-on-cruel but very
effective training of the legendary
Chief Gl Alan A'Church, we embarked
in a fleet of 'Bedfords' for final
polishing in PENGUIN just before the
arrival of HM the Queen.

The bus | was in breasted the top
of 'Foxground' just out of Berry, and
we suddenly became aware that we
seemed to be going a bit faster than
was comfortable down the other side
through all those curves. Sure
enough, the driver (a NA AH) shouted
that the brakes had quit and to hang
on. Suddenly - our lives flashed
before our eyes! As you know, the
drop over the edge there is fairly
steep. Well, we screamed into that
last hard left curve and horror of
horrors, a huge, heavily laden semi
was labouring up the hill and smack
in the middle of the curve. Our driver
stuck with it and pulled off a miracle -
he aimed the bus straight at the side
of the truck then at the last instant
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lay out his gear for Divvies or suchlike
- fresh from the cleaners, starched,
pressed and immaculate. He'd be
shaved and fresh. However, by the
time he got to the door he'd look like
he'd just been fished out of a scranbag
after a night on the tiles. | daresay his
career prospered because he got
results and the troops respected him
for what he was - a born leader.

OTHER DITS

| daresay that there isn't enough
paper in the world to contain all the
dits, such as above, that dozens of us
could recount. However, one you
ought to get down is one that I've used
on a few occasions for dinners at
which I've been asked to speak. | can
vouch for its veracity and could put it
down here, because | know the star
player personally and also know the
names of other major protagonists.
However, the 'star' is still very much
with us and a member of our
Association so | should let him have
the running. If you print this he'll
hopefully respond but otherwise just
write and ask him. It's a story that's
much the better for his accompanying
gesticulations and the embellishments
of which only he is capable, but it
transposes well onto paper and should
be formally recorded.

The 'star' is Commodore Seamus
O'Farrell and the story is to do with
how he nearly abruptly ended the
current Royal Lineage; it's associated
with the 1964 Royal visit that |
mentioned earlier. The story is well
known to old 723 'Sycamore' hands
and I'm sure Seamus will be happy to
tell you about it.

RANAS SCHOFIELD
HMAS NIRIMBA

Could you put an ‘ad" in
'Slipstream’ for me (us) please? It will
surely be of some help in research for
the upcoming FAA History you have
flagged in the current issue. I'm

currently finishing-off collating all the

material (it still trickles in) we gathered
together to produce The Flight Of The
Pelican; we used only some of the
mountain of stuff that so many sent in,
and there's a lot we didn't use because
of space. As you know, the rights to
the book are now owned by the ANAM
and I'm binding all the letters,
newspaper clips, photos, memos,
National Archive and Navy Office
records etc into a series binders for the
curator, ‘Windy' Geale. If any old
hands have more photos, newsclips,

or any documents at all, it would be
good to include it in the ANAM
archives. Verbal history is most
welcome - we have a valuable (and
amusing) audio tape in the collection
that was put together by ex-CAA
George Beasley, who was at
Schofields in that little-recorded period
during the RANAS/RANATE change
over. If anybody would like to sit down
in front of their recorder and burble
into it we'd be glad to get the tape, if
people want any records back ['ll be
quite happy to accept them on loan,
copy them, then return. All records
given will, of course, be properly
attributed in the file.

Please note that this request
especially applies to old ‘MONAB’
(HMS NABTHORPE -NABSTOCK)
fellows (or their surviving family) who
served there during the War - | note
that occasionally some of them write
in to 'Slipstream’. My address is: LtCdr
R.K.Robb RAN (Rtd), 35 Tucks Road,
TOONGABBIE, NSW 2146 - Phone
(02) 636 7330

VALE OLD FRIENDS

Many ex-NIBIMBA (RANATE)
Apprentices and Staff will be saddened
to know of the passing last year can
two oid stalwarts who were not
actually members of the RAN FAA but,
perhaps unbeknown to most, had a big
influence on it. Those who have a copy
of The Flight of The Pelican will find
pictures in it of both of them: John
'‘Dusty’ Miller and Jack Shepperd.

Mr John Miller - originally joined
the RAF during the early 1930s as a
Boy Apprentice at Halton and was thus
a true ‘Halton Brat'. However, when
the RN regained control of its own Air
Arm in 1938 (having lost it to the RAF
after WW 1) he volunteered for Naval
service and was soon at war (a
contemporary 'Halton Brat' was a
young Petty Offficer Air Fitter named
Stuart Wagstaff). So much so that he
found himself in HMS HERMES when
it was sunk by the Japanese off
Colombo) on Good Friday of 1942, but
he swam away from it and survived.
HERMES was one of the RN's oldest
aircraft carriers (it was also the world's
first purpose built), commissioned in
1924.

Early in 1945 he was in HMS
DEER SOUND, an ex-refrigerator ship
converted as an aircraft support
workshops ship attached to the British
Pacific Fleet on its way to Australia.
(Old hands will be interested to know

that part of the BPP was the then HMS
VENGEANCE, - see 'Slipstream’, April
95, p.2l - without doubt the world's
oldest still-serving aircraft carrier!).
'Dusty’ was one of the first sailors
ashore when the Japanese
surrendered in Hong Kong but a few of
them refused to give-in and the RN
landing parties were fired on
sporadically by the last pockets of
resistance.

By January 1946, Dusty, now a
Petty Officer Aircraft Artificer, was in
Sydney as part of the RN run-down
operations in Australia, attached to
HMS GOLDEN HIND, the RN
administrative unit in Australia and
based in various places, but
eventually at Warwick Farm
Racecourse. He in fact worked out of
requisitioned offices in the Grace Bros.
Building in the city centre. One of his
duties was to oversee the auctioning
off of RN Motor Vehicles from HMS
NABSTOCK, also known as RNAS
Schofields. Another item which he had
to get sold-off were mountains of
parachutes, and he recalls arranging
sales to Woolworths Ltd who bought
the scarce material for resale to
Australian ladies who were desperate
for something to make dresses out of!

Dusty returned to UK and paid off,
then in the early 1950s decided to
emigrate to Australia. He had not been
here long when he noticed
advertisements in the press for
instructors at a venture being set up by
the RAN - a new Apprentice School at
what had been RNAS Schofields, then
RAAF Schofields and then RANAS
Schofields. There are many RAN FAA
tradespeople still serving who will have
sat under Dusty's tutelage in
NIRIMBA’s Air School. After retirement
in the 1980s Dusty maintained his
links with N/IRIMBA and was a regular
social visitor.

Lt Jack Shepperd,OBE, DSM

- will be known to only a few still
serving ex-N/RIMBA  (RANATE)
people (of any branch) and probably to
no non-technical FAA people at all.
Yet, he had an enormous foundational
influence on our FAA history which
actually began well before Australia
even thought about acquiring aircraft
carriers.

Jack entered the Royal Navy in
1919 at the age of 11 years via the RN
Hospital School, Greenwich, as a Boy
Apprentice.  That school was
specifically for the preparation of RN
mens' sons as Seamen or Artificers.
He completed his training at HMS
FISGARD and the RN Dockyard at
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Miyako airfields. While the battleship
and cruisers with their A A. protection
were absent, the Kamikaze aircraft
attacked the carriers, hitting
Formidable and Indomitable. The
British carriers' 3 inch armoured steel
flight decks saved the British carriers
from serious damage, whereas the
American carriers often suffered
critical damage when hit on their light
flight decks. The American carrier
USS Franklin was very badly
damaged with almost 800 killed as a
result of a Kamikaze hit. After
Formidable was Kamikazed, she
signalled, 'Little yellow bastard"
Admiral  Vian in  his flagship
Indomitable replied. 'Are you referring
to me?'

On May 9, Kamikazes hit
Victorious twice, with 3 killed and 19
wounded. Formidable was damaged
again with one man killed.

On May 25, BPF sailed south for
refit and leave, having lost 203 aircraft
through operations, accidents and
other causes, with 85 killed and 83
wounded in air operations and
Kamikaze attacks.

Battered BPF ships come to
Sydney

A large force of BPF ships,
comprising the battleship King George
V and the fleet carriers /ndomitable,
Victorious and Indefatigable, with
cruisers and destroyers, arrived in
Sydney on June 5, 1945. Formidable
had arrived a week earlier to have
serious Kamikaze damage repaired. It
was wartime, but it was no secret that
the BPF was in Sydney, with the
towering superstructure of the larger
ships visible for miles. While the
Sydney men and the boys were thrilled
to see these great ships, the girls were
ready to meet the sailors.

The fleet sailed after a memorable
23 days in Sydney, refreshed after
good meals, fresh fruit and vegetables
instead of the tinned bully beef and
dehydrated potatoes.

Okinawa had fallen in June after
the death of 14,000 Americans and
220,000 Japanese lives.

Attack on the Japanese
mainland

The next BPF operation was to
pound the Japanese mainland with the
huge American Third Fleet in the
height of the typhoon season.

The British 1st Aircraft Carrier
Squadron, in July 1945, consisted of
the two new larger fleet carriers
Implacable and Indefatigable, with
two-storey hangars and crews of 2,000
men, together with Formidable and
Victorious , a total of 255 aircraft. On
July 17, 1945 the British aircraft flew
off to bomb, rocket and strafe the
Japanese mainland, while the
battleship King George V with the
Australian destroyer Quiberon
escorting  screen, bombarded
industrial and engineering works.

By August, allied aircraft had
virtually destroyed the Japanese navy
in Japanese waters. Allied warships 2
miles off shore were bombarding the
Japanese mainland. Aircraft were
flying over Japan with little Jap fighter
opposition.

The air/sea rescue service of allied
destroyers, submarines and
amphibian aircraft was excellent, and
most pilots who came down into the
water from A.A. flak were rescued,
sometimes almost inside Japanese
bays.

Some events at the war's end

Commander A..S. ('Donk’) Storey
DSC and Bar RAN (Rtd), now 86, was
Vice-Admiral Sir Philip Vian's Staff
Officer Operations in 1945. Serving in
Indomitable and Formidable, 'Donk’
recalled that on August 8, while 100
miles off Japan, the engineer officer
reported to Formidable's bridge that
‘he had felt a water hammer explosion
and had a ship been torpedoed? ' The
next day it was realised that the
engineer officer, below water level,
had felt the underwater shock waves
from the first atomic bomb dropped
over Hiroshima.

On the day that the second atom
bomb exploded over Nagasaki, Lieut.
R.H. ('Hammy') Gray posthumously
won the Victoria Cross. In November it
was announced: "For great valour in
leading from the aircraft carrier
Formidable an attack on a Japanese
destroyer in Onagawa Wan, in the
Japanese island of Honshu, on 9th
August 1945. In the face of fire from
shore batteries and a heavy
concentration of fire from some five
warships, Lieutenant Gray pressed
home his attack, flying very low in
order to ensure success. Although he
was hit and his aircraft was in flames,
he obtained at least one direct hit,
sinking the destroyer. Lieutenant Gray
has consistently shown a brilliant
fighting spirit and most inspiring

inits

leadership."

Commander  Storey recalled
‘Hammy' Gray as a very popular
officer and one of the best pilots in the
ship. He was probably the last
serviceman from Canada to be killed
in WW 1.

The last BPF pilot to lose his life
was Sub-Lieut. F. Hockley RNVR, a
Seafire pilot from Indefatigable, who
was shot down east of Tokyo a couple
of hours before the war ended. He
baled out and was captured. Later that
day, after the cessation of hostilities,
he was executed. The three Japanese
officers involved were found guilty of
murder. Colonel Tamura and Major
Hirano were hung in 1947 and Captain
Fujino was sentenced to imprisonment
for fifteen years.

Return to peace-time
activitivities

On August 15, the signal 'Cease
hostilities against Japan' was hoisted
fromKing George V, Flagship of Vice
Admiral Sir Bernard Rawlings, KCB,
KBE, and so ended a long and bitter
war. The BPF then rendered most

- valuable humanitarian and peace-time

service. The escort carrier AMS
Speaker became an accommodation
ship in Tokyo Bay for repatriated
prisoners of, and HMS Ruler had her
hangar converted into an
accommodation area for internees.
The first evening meal would be piped
‘children to supper’, and a lady
passenger told the Australian captain,
J.M. ‘Blackjack’ Armstrong DSO RAN,
that his ship was like a 'fairy-land'.

After VJ Day, the fleet carriers
Formidable, Implacable and Victorious
headed at 25 knots for Sydney to a
spectacular welcome and took part in
a victory parade in Sydney on August
31, 1945.

Lieut.-Cdr. T.W. Ferrers Walker
RNR, an ex-BPF officer, recently
recalled that there was a great
shortage of passenger ships, so the
carriers were converted into P.O.W.
troop transports with some thousand
camp beds and deck chairs. Garden
Island Dockyards built additional sick
bays. The Admiral's quarters were
turned into female nurses’' quarters in
Formidable. Before the carriers arrived
in Sydney with P.O.W.s, and later
Australian troops from the islands and
New Guinea, the media would
announce their time of arrival and the
ships would be welcomed with
shrieking sirens, cock-a-doodie-doo's
and welcome home signs. Victorious












