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FOREWORD 
by 

Rear Admiral C.J.Oxenbould AO RAN 
Maritime Commander 

The last catapult shot in the RAN occurred on 1 O November 1981, launching a Tracker from the deck of 
HMAS Melbourne. With it ended an era in Naval aviation, but so commenced another, that of small ship 
embarked helicopter operations. 

Over the next ten years the RAN will 
progressively decommission those 
warships without flight decks. Their 
replacements, ANZACs, Off Shore 
Patrol Combatants, Oceanographic 
Survey Vessels and the new 
destroyers will all be capable of 
operating embarked helicopters. The 
RAN has learned much about small 
ships helicopter operations in the 12 
years since we made those first 
tentative embarkations with Squirrels 
in FFGs. We have expanded our 
capability with embarked Seahawks 
such that few, if any, FFG Captain 
would cherish the thought of operating 
without this significant force multiplier . 

The Fleet Air Arm faces a number of 
challenges over the next decade as it 
expands to a fleet of 55 aircraft with up 
to 27 embarked flights. Accordingly, 
the position of Commander Australian 
Naval Aviation Force 
(COMAUSNAVAIR) was established 
with Captain Keith Eames assuming 
responsibility on 1 March 1996. The 
responsibilities of COMAUSNAVAIR 
were well covered in the previous :I 

• 

I 
edition of Slipstream, and I am ,, Ji .__ ______________________ _, 

particularly satisfied with the increase 
in leadership and direction that has been afforded by the creation of the new arrangements. 

With the contract signature for the NIH (New Intermediate Helicopter - Westland Lynx or the Kaman 
Super Seasprite) in December of this year the Fleet Air Arm will enter yet another era, that of the air to 
surface missile armed helicopter. The FAA has come a long way indeed from the days of its original 
formation with wood and canvas aircraft in 1925, but while the challenges facing it are significant the 
future looks bright. 

Meeting the challenges will not be easy, particularly overcoming the current shortfall of personnel while 
ramping up to meet the expanding capability, but significant changes are already in place to advance 
the FAA into the next century. As the Maritime Commander it is my privilege to command such a close 
knit and effective fighting force. 

I think the project to write the History of the RAN Fleet Air Arm is a vital step in the preservation of our 
proud Naval Aviation heritage, and I commended this initiative and look forward to reading what is 
certain to be a fascinating book. Few would argue that we need to maintain our links with the past as we 
surge into the future . For my part I believe the FAA Association has an important role here, and I trust 
the History of the RAN Fleet Air Arm proves a platform to connect these links. I wish you all well. 



EDITORIAL 

Dear Reader. 
Once again we are indebted to 

Shell Australi a for the sponsorship 
of this edition of Slipstream . Without 
their assistance we would be really 
battling to maintai n current costs . 

Enclosed with this edition is a 
small slip to order raffle tickets for 
the Darcy Doyle Artist 's Proof of the 
Endeavour. This is an inititaive from 
the Queensland Division to raise 
funds for Slipstr eam. I hope that all 
members will give this project their 
maximum support . 

The National President , 'Toz' 
Dadswell, has now reached the half
way point of his world tour and is 
beachcombing in the Bahamas. 

He sends his best wishes to all 
members. Ed. 

HEALTH LINE 

Ken Greenaway is back home at 
Vincentia and 'firin g on all fou r'. He 
was a litt le short of breath when he 
answered the phone, he explained it 
by saying he was j ust back from 
his morning swim to Point 
Perpendicular. 

Best wishes to John Fry who 
is recuperatin g in Shoalhaven 
Hospital. 

Neil Gage is on the mend but a 
hazard to navigation. He has half a 
ton of scrap metal in his ankle and 
is in desperate need of a compass 
swing. 

Stan Brown (the other one}, 
,,-..,. from WA , is recover ing at home 

after a Main Check 5 on the 
hydraulics. 

CORRECT ION 
The photograph on the back page 

of the last edit ion of Slipstream 
entitled - 'Meeti ng up at the Gliding 
Club Reunion at Nowra ', should 
have read L-R: Don Allen , Colleen 
Conellan and Don Daniels. 

DISCLAIMER 
All rights reserved. Reproduction 

in part or whole is forbidden without 
the express permission of the Editor 
in writing. 

The views and op1mons 
expressed in this publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views and 
opinions of the Association or 
Committee of Management. 
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REAR ADMIRAL C. J. OXENBOULD AO RAN 

BIOGRAPHICAL DETAILS 

Rear Admiral Chris Oxenbould joined the RAN College in 1962 as a 
15 year old entry. Following graduation from the College at Jervis Bay, 

, he received further train ing in a variety of Fleet Units and the United 
Kingdom. 

In 1972 he commenced Warfare and Navigation sub-specialist 
training in the United Kingdom, returning the following year to a posting 
in HMAS TORRENS. Following a shore posting on the staff of the 
Commander Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol Boat Forces, he joined 
the HMAS HOBART in 1976 and during this period in HOBART the ship 
circumnavigated the world to participate in the USA Bi-centennial 
activities in New York. 

Rear Admiral Oxenbould returned to the United Kingdom later in 
1976 to undergo the Advanced Navigation Course. Subsequent postings 
included HMAS DUCHESS , the Navigation School , HMAS WATSON 
and HMAS SUPPLY. 

In 1981, Rear Admiral Oxenbould attended the RAN Staff Course. 
On completion he was promoted to Commander and took up a posting 
at the Navigation School, HMAS WATSON, as Course Officer for the 
inaugural RAN Long Navigation Course. 

From 1982 until 1984, Rear Admiral Oxenbould served in Fleet 
Headquarters, before assuming command of HMAS CANBERRA in 
April 1984. During his time in CANBERRA the ship conducted two Asian 
and one South West Pacific deployments . He was promoted to the rank 
of Captain at the end of 1985, and proceeded to Navy Office to serve on 
the Navy's Review Team of the Defence Report. 

Postings to the United States Naval War College and to Navy Office 
as Director of Naval Force Development were followed in May 1989 by 
command of HMAS PERTH. While in PERTH, the ship completed a 
major modernisation and following trials and workup deployed to south 
East Asia. Rear Admiral Oxenbould was promoted to Commodore in 
October 1990 prior to assuming the appointment as the Commander of 
the Austral ian Task Group for Operation DAMASK in the Arabian Gulf , 
and served in this position throughout the Gulf War. As a result of this 
service he was made an Officer of the Order of Australia, a member of 
the Order of King Fahd bin Abdul Aziz .(Saudi Arabia) Third Class and 
was awarded the US Bronze Star medal. 

Rear Admiral Oxenbould was posted as the Director General, Naval 
Policy and Warfare in Navy Office f rom June 1991 to September 1992. 
In September 1992 he took up the position of Director General Joint 
Operations and Plans, Headquarters Australian Defence Force. On 4 
December 1993 he was promoted to his current rank and joined Navy 
Office as the Assistant Chief of Naval Staff (Personnel). He was 
appointed as the Maritime Commander Australia on 13 April 1995. 

The Rear Admiral and his wife Michele have two daughters. 

A LAST FAREWELL 
t 

GRAY Kenneth Douglas - CORE DFC, OAM, RAN (Rtd) 
04 June 1996 

STITZ Carl - LT (P) (Rtd) - 04 June 1996 
EDDY Lawrence James - 14 June 1996 

GUILD Dennis 'Bluey' - WO WTR - 17 June 1996 
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Those members who are nearing Service 
Pension age (and those not considered to be WELFARE OFFICER'S REPORT 
Veterans who are approaching the Age Pension), by Ivan 'Chips' Gray JP - NSW Division 
will be interested in some changes that are 
common to both pensions. 

INCREASES TO INCOME AND ASSETS LIMITS 
The amount of income and assets that Social Security and Veteran's Affairs pensioners can have before their pension 

is affected will increase from 01 July 1996. The new amounts are shown below: 

ALLOWABLE INCOME 

FAMILY SITUATION MAXIMUM PENSION 

if income is less than ... 

SINGLE $98 per fortnight 

COUPLES, COMBINED $172 per fortnight 

(Income test figures are higher for pensioners with children) 
ALLOWABLE ASSETS 

FAMILY SITUATION MAXIMUM PENSION 

if assets are less than ... 

SINGLE HOMEOWNER $124,000 

SINGLE NON-HOMEOWNER $212,500 

COUPLE HOMEOWNERS $176,000 

COUPLE NON-HOMEOWNERS $264,500 

NO PENSION 

if income is more than .. . 

$794 per fortnight 

$1,326 per fortnight 

NO PENSION 

if assets are more than ... 

$240,000 

$328,500 

$368,500 

$457,000 

From the first pension day in July '96, the new rules called extended deeming will be used to calculate the interest on 
any investments you may have. 'Deeming' assumes that financial investments are earning a certain rate of income, 
regardless of what income they are actually earning. 

The departments of Veteran's Affairs and Social Security have trained financial and investment consultants who are 
available free of charge to assist you in managing your assets so that you aren't disadvantaged under the deeming rules. 

(a) The following are NOT financial investments and come under the income and assets test rules: The principal 
home (fully exempt), car, boats, caravans and standard life insurance policies*, holiday homes, farms and other real 
estate*, superannuation pensions, allocated pensions, allocated annuities and immediate annuities . ( items marked * are 
still assessed as assets under the assets test and any income you receive from them continues to be assessed under the 
income test.) . 

(b) The following ARE financial investments and are assessed under extended deeming : Bank, building society and 
credit union accounts , cash, term deposits, loans and debentures, managed investments (including friendly society bonds); 
listed shares and securities and shares in unlisted public companies, gold and other . bullion , approved deposit funds, 
deferred annuities and superannuation fund investments held by a person over Age Pension age, gifted assets over 
$10,000 a year. 

HOW DOES THE EXTENDED DEEMING WORK? 

The value of all financial investments are added together. 
A deeming rate of 5% applies to: Single - the first $30,000 of total financial investments . Couple - the first $50,000 of 

total financial investments . Amounts above the $30,000 or $50,000 are deemed to earn 7%. 
The exception is that the first $2,000 for single pensioner ($4,000 for pensioner couples) of bank, building society 

deposits/cash will be assessed at the actual interest rate if less than 5%. 
Other than this, the actual income from your financial investments will not be counted . It is.therefore up to you to 

ensure, assuming of course you qualify for a pension within the above limits, that your investments do in fact earn more 
than the deeming rates. In the world of financial investment and taxation (also superannuation) , nothing remains static for 
long, so as mentioned previously, if you need some free assistance why not make an appointment with a financial adviser 
from the departments mentioned previously . Advice is also offered by various companies, remember though, they are 
commercial enterprises with an interest in gaining a slice of your savings . 

Many recent enquiries highlight the confusion in some veteran's minds regarding taxation on pensions . If you have 
any income over and above the Service or Aged Pension (such as DFRB/DFRDB, MSBS or investment income), the tax 
man will want to know you. If you are in receipt of a Disability Allowance from Veteran's Affairs it will be taken into account 
by Social Security and counted as income, however, it is not counted for taxation purposes. 

An excellent folder entitled 'Planning Ahead', is available free of charge from the Department of Veteran's Affairs by 
phoning 008 113 304 ext. 7900 (free call). It contains sound information on putting your affairs in order. 

-



It has always been of great 
concern that several aircraft on 
display in the Australian Naval 
Aviation Museum , and others 
undergoing restoration, were still 
owned by the Department of 
Defence. 

In these days of budget cut
backs and the need to 'make ends 
meet', the fear has always been 
present that some Government 
'bean-counter' would try to realise 
their value on the open market. 

The dedicated group of 
restorers who give so generously of 
their time and expertise, never knew 
for sure whether their current project 
would be sold from under them . 

It was with such concerns in 
mind that a submission was made 
to the Minister for Finance seeking 
approval to the gifting of these 
aircraft to the ANAM. The purpose 
of this submission was to provide a 
proper legal basis for the transfer of 
the aircraft . 

Advice was received that 
approval had been granted and the 
Minister for Defence arranged for 
the Member for Gilmore, Joanna 
Gash MP, to officiate at a hand
over ceremony at the ANAM on 22 
July 1996. 

The following is the edited 
hand-over speech by 

Joanna Gash MP 

Commodore Sloper, ladies and 
gentlemen. 

It gives me great pleasure to 
represent the Hon Ian Mclachlan, 
Minister for Defence, at this hand 
over ceremony. I must admit this is 
the first time I have ever given away 
something that didn't belong to me -
and let me say - I could get used to 
doing it more often. 

However, Mr Mclachlan 
apologises for not being able to be 
here today and asked me to pass on 
his best wishes, together with his 
high hopes for the future of this 
Australian Naval Aviation Museum 
and of course, HMAS Albatross . 

We are all well aware of the 
potential that tourism has for 
Austral ia, and that potential is no 
more evident than here in the 
Shoalhaven . With my years of 
working in tourism, I can recognise 
the potential and will do all I can to 
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see it develop and flourish . 

Over recent times this museum 
has proved itself to be a major 
attraction from an educat ional and 
historic point of view, both to 
aviation enthusiasts and tourists in 
general. It is one of the few local 
tourist attractions that are indoors, 
and these eight aircraft are an 
integral part of that attraction. 

Of these eight aircraft , one was 
taken out of service as early as 
1959. To see them here today is 
testimony to the hard work and 
enthusiasm of the many museum 
volunteers that have spent literally 
thousands and thousands of man 
hours restoring them. 

When they were acquired they 
were either in pvor or very poor 
condition; but looking around with 
my untrained eye, they look pretty 
good to me and I congratulate all 
those who have worked so hard to 
restore them to their current 
condition . 

understand that the 
Commonwealth equity in these 
aircraft is only $10 ,000 , I also 
understand that their current value 
is in the region of $1 million . This 
difference in value is a 
representat ion of the financial 
efforts of the restorers of the aircraft 
- a magnificent effort. 

I feel somewhat of a charlatan in 
presenting these aircraft to those of 
you who have done so much to see 
that the history of aviation is 
maintained for all to share and 
enjoy. 

The handing over of these 
planes is a great honour for me for 
it allows me the opportunity to 
recognise publicly the many hours 
those of you have spent to give this 
country and the Shoalhaven such 
an asset. 

In handing over these planes to 
the museum , I believe you are only 
getting what you deserve as a 
repayment for your efforts. 

So, Commodore Sloper , It does 
give me great pleasure on behalf of 
the Commonwealth Government 
and the Minister for Defence, Ian 
Mclachlan, to officially hand over 
these eight aircraft to the Australian 
Naval Aviation Museum. 

The aircraft are : 
Bristol Sycamore helicopter 

HR51 / XD653 
1964 - Taken out of service . 
1974- Placed with the museum for 

display . 
1989 - In very poor condition , the 

aircraft was accepted for 
restoration by a team of 
museum volunteers . Now on 
display at the museum after 
2,500 man-hours. 

De Havilland Sea Venom 
FAW53 /WZ937 

1970 - Taken out of service . 
1974- Placed with the museum for 

display . 
1989 - In very poor condition -

restoration commenced . 
1993 - Restoration to museum 

standard by museum 
volunteers after 3 ,000 man
hours . 

Douglas Dakota C47 A / N2-43 
1971 - Withdrawn from service 

Put up for sale with no buyer. 
Until 1991, left out in the 
weather where it deteriorated 
rapidly. 

1995 - Restored to museum 
standard by museum 
volunteers after 2,000 man
hours 

Fairey Firefly Mk6 / WJ109 
1959 - Taken out of service . 

- Gate guardian. 
1974- To museum hangar. 
1979 - Outside again in weather. 

- Currently under restoration . 

Fairey Gannet AS2 / XA434 
1967 -Taken out of service . 

Gate guardian . 
197 4 - Placed with museum . 
1979 - Parked outside museum . 
1989 - Restored by museum 

volunteers after 3,000 man
hours . 

Westland Scout helicopter NB-101 
1960 - Taken out of service . 

Restored to flying condition 
by volunteers. 
Crashed during restoration . 

1995 - Currently restored to exhibit 
status. 

Bell Iroquois helicopter 
UH-1B / Navy 897 

1994-Taken out of service . 
1994 - Restoration commenced . 

Wessex(31A)/217 
Date NIK - Removed from service in very 

poor state , not upgraded ,o 31 B 
specifications . 

Restored by volunteers . 
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• GO WELL GO SHELL 
Shell Australia has been 

working closely with the 
Australian Defence Force for 
many years. In that time it has 
developed a range of products 
specifically designed to meet 
the demands of our armed 
forces and has lent its support 
to many Defence Force 
initiatives. One example of 
th is is Shell's sponsorship of 
the Australian Naval Aviation 
Museum, located near an 
operational runway at 
Australia's only naval airbase 
HMAS Albatross , in Nowra, 
New South Wales. 

Shell continues to research 
and develop its products to 
provide the very best for all its 
customers, both large and 
small. The most recent 
example of Shell's com
mitment to providing the 
best quality products fo r 
consumers is its new engine 
lubricant Shell Helix. 

AT EASE WITH 
Shell Helix 

Naval and Defence Force 
personnel know better than anyone 
the importance of operat ing 
effectively in stressful env-
ironments. In the '90s, more and 
more is expected of both man and 
machine to perform at their peak 
under pressure. The same is true of 
the motor vehicle. 

Although advances in tech
nology has resulted in less work for 
the driver, the same cannot be said 
of the cars' engines. 

Over the years, the family car 
has become a state -of-the-art 
transportation vehicle offering the 
ultimate in safety , comfort and 
performance. Car manufacturers 
have responded to increasingly 
demanding driv ing conditions by 
employing many of the theories of 

aeronautical engineering to develop 
more aerodynam ic vehicles which 
generate more power with less fuel, 
provide better performance with less 
weight , wh ile simultaneous ly 
requiring less frequent servicing as 
well as being more 'environmentally 
friendly' . 

As many naval personnel would 
understand, mechanical mal
functions and breakdowns of 
equipment can be costly and 
potentially dangerous. The same is 
true of our cars. 

Ironically , the development of 
more durable , high performance 
cars for passenger comfort and 
convenience, has placed incredible 
stress on the car's engine and 
engine lubricant. 

The increased stress is a result 
of the improved power density of 
today 's veh icles which generate 
more power from smaller engines. 
Rationalised coolant passages for 
faster engine warm up, alterations 
to the combust ion technology for 
lower emissions as well as the use 
of catalyt ic converters all contribute 
to the higher temperature of the 
modern engine. Furthe rmore , 
aerodynamic innovations have led 
to a reduction in airflow through the 
radiator and over the engine which 
means that the lubricant has to work 
under temperatures higher than 
ever before. 

In response to today's high level 
of engine stress, Shell has launched 
an advanced range of engine 
lubricants known as Shell Helix . 
The basis of the range is a fully 
synthetic flu id known as XHVI (Extra 
High Viscosity Index). XHVI is 
specifically designed to outlast 
natural mine ral oils and thereby 
provide the ultimate in lubrication 
and protection. 

Austra lia's unusual combination 
of long, hot, open highways and 
congested city traffic presented 
lubricant specialists with a real 
challenge . Following the success of 
Shell Helix internat ionally, a 
formulation was specifica lly 
designed to perform under 
Australia's harshest conditions . 

The viscosity characteristics of 
Shell Helix means the lubricant is 
extremely well-balanced - not too 
thin, not too t hick . Unlike 
convent ional oils, Shell Helix is able 
to provide consistent quality 
lubrication and engine protection 
through the wide temperature range 
that vehicles experience on 
Aust ralia's roads. 

The three tiered Shell Helix 
range consists of products 
specificall y designed to meet the 
needs of different engines and to 
suit vary ing budgets . 

The top tier in the range is Shell 
Helix Ultra - a 100 per cent synthetic 
lubricant recommended for high 
performance cars and Shell's prime 
recomme ndation for tur bo-charged 
gasoline engine s. Its top-flight 
properties include excellent sheer 
and oxida tion stability and valve 
train protection. Its chlorine level 
has been significantly reduced 
thereby resulting in a less harmfu l 
effect on our environment. 

The second lubricant in the 
range is Shell Helix Plus - a semi
syntheti c formula which is suitable 
for all petrol, diesel and LPG cars. 
It featu res state-o f-the-art additives 
and boasts a level of performance 
which exceeds the highest quality 
standard s. 

Shell Helix Standard contains 
simila r ingredients to Shell Helix 
Plus, however in smaller amounts , 
thereb y . enabling the price to be 
lower. It provides good detergency 
and helps to resist engine wear, 
oxidat ion and corrosion . The 
excel lent viscosity rating ensures 
better performance throughout the 
tempera t ure range as well as 
reducing the effect of fuel and other 
impuriti es which may make the ir 
way into the lubricant. 

The Shell Helix range has been 
designed to ensure that, even under 
the toughest drivi ng conditions, you 
can enjoy peak performance from 
your car. The comp rehensive range 
guarantees that whether your car is 
designed for you to go solo, or to 
transport your own small army, 
Shell Helix will be able to meet your 
individual lubricant requirements . 
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tattle from the 'tross 

Following the update which appeared in 
the last edition of Slipstream, here are a 

few more snippets of information . 

There are plans for the Braidwo od Road to be moved to 
accommodate extensions at the base, wit h the Council 
proposing to improve the status of the road as a major 
thoroughfare to Canberra . 

Other programmes include the reorganisa tion of 
counsel ling services , a5 well as the Personal Services 
Organis ation (PSO) , and discussions with the Defence 
Housing Authority (OHS) for the replacement of old Defence 
Force Homes in the area. 

The counselling service facility, incorporating chaplains 
and psychologists is expected to be under construct ion from 
September this year and will be sited adjacent to the chapel, 
with a memorial area in-between . 

The PSO will be moving to a new location in Nowra early 
next year. The changes will also incorporate a merg ing of the 
Navy family services into a tri-service arrangement under the 
title of Defence Community Organisation. 

Albatross is still a contender for selection as the site for 
Defence Headquarte rs Australia, however, there are many 
factors to be considered in the process of final selection. 
These include quality of life in the area, the availability of 
spouse employment, facilities and services for fam ilies and 
posting stability . 

There is also some talk of the feasability of an Army 
Comma ndo Unit moving to Albatross in the future. 

I BOOK REVIEW I 

Jlittin11 tlte i)ecl< 
For aviation enthusiasts, historians, and those 

interested in human endeavour. 

From Michael Fahie, the author of ;.4 Harvest of 
Memories; in collaboration with Anne Jackson, a writer of 
historical articles, comes this exciting new book. 

Hitting the Deck tells the war time story of Eric 
Jackson, a man who would not have considered himself in 
any way remarkable. It is in this, that the charm of the 
book lies. Eric Jackson could not speak for himself as he 
died three years ago. The authors have included in the 
text, accounts written by people who knew Eric during the 
war and combined them with the papers he wrote at the 
time. 

With over 50 photographs and illustrations, many 
never previously seen, form an authentic insight into the 
life of a young Naval pilot during the 1940s. 

The book is available from two sources: Anne Jackson, 
8 Mary Street, Hawthorn, Victoria 3 122 - or -
BSC, 53 Dennis Street, Northcote, Victoria 3077. 

The price of each book is A$18 . If ordering from 
overseas, please include A$5 per book extra to cover 
postage by airmail. Cheques should be made payable to 
'BSC. 

When placing an order, please indicate if you would · 
like the copy signed by the author. 

Stress relief 
for your car. 

On an average 10km drive in 

peak hour city traffic, a car will 

slap, slorl, accelerate and brake 

over 200 limes, and ifs engine 

lemperalure reach over 350 C. 
Thal kind of stress can lake years 

off the life of a car's engine . 

Which is why Shell developed 

Shell Helix , an advanced new 

engine lubricant 1h01 prolecls and 

lubricates better than any normal 

mineral oil ever can. 

So insist on Shell Helix . You'll 

relieve the stress on your car. And 

on yourself. 

@-
GO WELL GO SHELL 
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THE NAVY'S 'CHECKMATES' 
Dated 04 October 1962 , the caption to this photograph read: The Navy fliers who have been in the news this week ... the Fleet Air 
Arm 'Checkmates' aerobatic team . This picture was taken shortly before the team left RANAS Nowra this week for the aerobatics 

display that was to end with one of the Venom jets crashing into Sydney Harbour. 
L-R: Lt. A. Riley, who ejected to safety from the crashing jet , Lt. B.J . Roberts who flew his damaged aircraft back to base after the 

mid-air collision , Lt. B. Orr, Lt. R.A. Waddell -W ood, the team leader, and Lt. D. Innes , the team's navigator 

RANAS NOWRA- EARLY 1950s - CLASS NOT KNOWN 
Rear L-R : J .Stirling - K . Murdoch - B. Hipkiss - K . Pascoe - J . Goodwin - G . Tuck - W. Baxter 
Front L-R: A. Nixon - D . Charlton - K . Watts - A. Edwards - L. Starky - B . Hill - L. Redmond 

Absent from group J . Simpson Photo courtesy A . Nixon 
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RAN OFFICERS TRAIN IN UNITED KINGDOM 
Dated August 1962, the caption reads : Officers of the Fleet Air Arm are undergoing special training in Britain in preparation for t~e 

introduction of anti-submarine helicopters in the RAN . This picture was taken at the Naval Anti -Submarine School at Portland. 
L-R:Lt. Sydney Courtier (standing at back), LtCdr. David Hilliard, Lt. Donald McLaren, Lt. Anthony Eccleston (crouching at front), 

Lt. Neil Ralph, Lt. Arthur Whitten, Lt. Frank Hillier and Lt. Peter Campbell. 
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The following letter from The Hon Ian McLachlan AO MP, Minister for 
Defence, is in response to a query that a member raised with his local 
member, Mr. Peter Slippper MP. The question related to the disposal of 
the Skyhawks in the RAN and the subsequent lease-back arrangements 
from their purchaser, the RNZAF. The letter reads .. .. . . 

Dear Mr Slipper, 

I refer to your personal representations on behalf of Mr Barry 
Lister of Caboolture, concern ing leasing back Skyhawks from New 
Zealand. 

The use of six Royal New Zealand Air Force (RNZAF) Skyhawk aircraft 
for Australian Defence Force (ADF) air defence support was raised 
originally by the then Minister fro Defence, the Hon K C Beasley MP, at 
the Australian New Zealand Consultative Council in 1988. Negotiations at 
the time between Headquarters ADF and Headquarters New Zealand 
Defence Force determined that a long-term RNZAF detachment provided 
the essential flexibility to meet the Royal Australian Navy's (RAN) Fleet 
Air Defence Training Support requirements . It would also allow the 
RNZAF to gain 9reater skills in the maritime attack role as well as 
conducting conversion flying for ab-initio [from the beginning] Skyhawk 
pilots. An agreement between the Governments of Austral ia and New 
Zealand was signed in 1991 after which No 2 Squadron RNZAF 
commenced operations at HMAS Albatross on 01 March 1991. 

Australia does not lease the RNZAF Skyhawks . The aircraft at all times 
remain the property of the New Zealand Government, flown by RNZAF 
pilots who conduct air defence support for the RAN and undertake 
conversion to the Skyhawk. The aircraft are under the operational control 
of the Maritime Commander when working for our Navy. 

It is true that the Royal Australian Air Force was not able to provide the 
necessary flying hours due mainly to a shortage of pilots at the time. 
Another factor in the decision to involve the RNZAF was that by using the 
Skyhawk the wear and tear on Australia's fleet of FA/18 Hornet aircraft 
would be considerably reduced and consequently, the life of type of the 
Hornet could be extended to Australia's benefit. For New Zealand, the 
benefits included RNZAF pilots acquiring greater skills in flying maritime 
attack roles, the operating costs of No 2 Squadron being reduced by half, 
and most importantly, the RNZAF having access to sophisticated ADF 
ship-borne and ground-controlled fighter intercept and air weapons range 
facilities. 

The cost of the RNZAF detachment must be weighed against the cost to 
the ADF of maintaining a squadron of Skyhawk aircraft and the 
supporting personnel, stores and associated infrastructure . Personnel 
costs to maintain a similar squadron of Skyhawks have been estimated at 
$52.8m for the period 1991-1996 against the $14 .8m total cost to the 
RAN over the same period. A new agreement, titled the Enhanced Nowra 
Agreement, is being negotiated at a simi larly favourable cost to Australia 
for the next five years, 1996-2001. Both agreements allow the RAN to 
obtain essential training support at a very competitive price as well as 
reducing the requirement for Hornet support to the Navy by 1350 hours 
per year. This represents a considerabl e saving on the life of the Hornet 
fleet. 

The Nowra Agreement has been a shining example of Closer Defence 
Relations actively promoted by the Australian and New Zealand 
Governments. It has provided a considerable saving to the Australian 
taxpayer as well as providing a cost-effective solution to the Navy's Fleet 
Air Defence Training Support fly ing requirements. The Nowra Agreement 
and the Enhanced Nowra Agreement have been and will continue to be 
mutually beneficial arrangements for both Australia and our closest ally in 
the region, New Zealand. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ian Mclachlan AO MP. Minister for Defence [June 1996] 

PER ARDUA AD ASTRA 
The engineer explains it in a most convinc ing WOf, 
As he stands there with his slide rule in his hand , 
On the 'theoiy of flight' he has a m ighty lot to SOf, 
In the hope that those who listen, understand . 
He'll produce a dozen factors, 'lift' and 'drag ', to 
name but two, 
He will draw you diagra ms to charm the eye, 
And in language 'scient ific' he will soon explain to 
you 
What keeps an aircraft flying through the sky. 

As I listen so pol itely, I believe he does his best 
But I must confess I feel he sometimes errs, 
For a most important factor when you put it to the 
test, 
He ignores and to it never he refers, 
So I'll make a small en deavou r in my own 
unlearned words, 
To show you all a somewhat different view, 
It isn't just by science that we emulate the birds, 
Human effort keeps an a ircraft in the Blue. 

But it isn't just the pilot, and it isn't just the crew, 
Though they PO/ , of course, the most important 
role , 
Even metal-wise mechanics in their overalls of 
blue 
Are a section of the g reat importan t who le; 
It is not an individua l, it is no exclusive team , 
There is more to it than ever meets the eye ; 
For I tell you quite sincerely, call it, if you will, a 
dream, 
That a thousand factors let the squadron fly. 

Yes, a thousand human factors with a thousand 
pa irs of hands , 
With a thousand minds and twice a thousand 
eyes, 
With only one object ive , for the thousa nd 
understands 
That it's in the aircraft tha t their duty lies; 
Never under -rate your shipmate, for your 
shipmate does his share, 
As an anchor chain depends on eve iy link, 
So is eveiy man essential, in the warfare of the air, 
And your shipmate mOf do much more than you 
think. 

It's the man who serves the bread, or makes a 
sick-bOf bed , 
It's the fe llow at the guard-house in the middle of 
the night, 
It's the bloke in nava l stores, or the man who does 
the chores, 
Such as slopping on the lime until the kerbs are 
snowy white , 
It's the codger cooking snorkers, and othe rs 
feeding porkers, 
Then the PO/ you get, it. doesn't come untouched 
by human hand , 
It's the graduate in amp s, putting in his little 
lamps, 
And at colours you can listen to the music of the 
band . 

And the greasers with their spanners and pliers, 
Wrth great lumps of engines and hands full of 
wires, 
All doing one thing - that 's supporting the fliers, 
lHAT - is what makes airc raft fly. 

+ + + + 
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Letters to the Editor 
Dear Ed, 
'Age shall not weary them'. The enclosed 

photograph of some of the aircrew of the Sydney Carrier Air Group f ro m 
the first Korean tour was taken at the get-together which followed the 
dedication of the Korean Memorial site in Canberra. It shows that we are 
still a reasonably presentable bunch even after the passage of 45 years. 

Nineteen of the original 50 managed to make it to Canberra for the 
ceremony and the subsequent barbecue. I think I can speak for all in saying that 
it was a very moving experience to get together again . As best I can ascertain , 
fifteen are no longer vertical, with a number not well enough to travel. Quite a 
few are back in UK, however, Col Champ, who lives in the UK got to hear of the 
reunion and decided that he would join us; being an ex-airline captain helped 
with the fare ! One of us who lives in far North Queensland , but who will remain 
nameless, said that he would join us if he won Lotto, obviously his numbers 
didn't come up. I even managed to track down the then Major Simpkin , who was 
our Carrier Borne Ground Liaison Officer (CBGLO) who joined us for the 
occasion . 

Finally , for those members who may have read the article which appeared 
in the Sydney Daily Telegraph on the Korean campa ign, I would like to set the 
record straight on the utter nonsense written by David Luff . I was asked to do 
the interview to publicise the proposed memorial to aid subsequent fund raising. 
To my surprise, I subsequent ly read that I was leading the Airgroup as a 21 
year old Sub Lieutenant and that I had dreamt up the idea of low level bombing 
of the bridges. Both statements are clearly figments <;>fa journali st's mind trying 
to embellish a story. I should have known better than talk to the press, I've been 
scarred often enough in the past! 

'Speed' Gordon unfortunately had to leave before the photograph was taken 
to attend an ANZAC Day rehearsa l. 

Yours aye, Norman Lee 
For the record, those present were; 

Front Row L-R: 'Hank' Hancox, John Roland, Len Kenderdine, 
Col Champ, Norman Lee, Dennis Christley, Jim Bailey, Garvin Kable, 
'Taff Morris, 'Taff Hughes. 

Back Row L-R: Max Simpkin, Fred Lane, 'Snow' O'Connell , Noel 
Knapstein, Peter Goldrick, Ian McDonald, Andy Powell and 
Digby Johns 

Dear Ed, 
I am compiling a history of the 

Royal Australian Navy Helicopter 
Flight-Vietnam (RANHFV) and 
wish to g~t in touch with former 
members of this unit. 

The book will be a detailed 
account of all four contingents and 
will cover the activities of aircrew, 
maintenance and support 
personnel. 

Interested former RANHFV 
personnel, or the next of kin of 
deceased members , can write to me 
at my work address which is: 

Steve Eather, 
Scienceworks Collection 

Management , 
Museum of Victoria , 

2 Booker Street, SPOTSWOOD 
VIC 3015. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Dear Ed, 
Mr Bill Crozer gave me your 

name and address in one of the 
letters he wrote to me a little · 
while ago. Bill was the Petty 
Officer pilot on HMS Repulse 
during 1940-41, he was 
catapulted from the ship just 
before the action took place on 10 
December 1941. I was his rigger 
on board and the last time I saw 
him was at Singapore just before 
the surrender. 

I was at Nowra with 1851 
Squadron from HMS Vengeance 
just before 'J' Day. 

In 1951-52 , I was instructing on 
theory of flight and other subjects, 
and had two classes of RAN 
Leading Hands that I remember 
very wel l. The FAA base was nea~ 
the town of Nuneaton in the 
Midlands of UK. 

He mentioned your magazine in 
one letter and I would appreciate 
being on your mailing list. 

Yours sincerely, Fred Poynton 

Dear Ed. 
It would be appreciated if you 

would endeavour to find anyone 
who knows the whereabouts of 
Ray Shanahan. 

He was kellick of the mess and 
postman on HMAS Vengeance 
1954-55. I also think that he fought 
our good comrade in arms, 'Pongo' 
Lemon, on a few occasions in the 
boxing-ring. 

Regards, Leo Vile 



Dear Ed, 

This letter is in response to 
Peter Schillings query in the ACT 
Division's column in the last 
edition of Slipstream, rega 'rding a 
film on water conservation for the 
benefit of Melbourne's crew 
members. I don't know where he 
can get a copy, but I do know that 
one was produced. 

About 1982, not long before she 
was paid-off, HMAS Melbourne 
visited Fremantle. At the time I was 
a news- cameraman with TVN 
Channel 7 and, with a reporter, went 
to sea for a few days to report on the 
exercises being conducted off the 
Western Australian coast. 

Whilst aboard we were shown the 
water conservation tape; it wasn't a 
brilliant piece of film making but the 
circumstances under which it was 
produced were quite hilarious. 

Apparently, a group of people, 
probably stokers, charged with the 
responsibility of conserving water 
were given some funding but no 
script or story line. As their dead
line approached they became a little 
desperate and headed up to Kings 
Cross with a video camera and 
most of their funding ; it was here 
that they hired their principal actress 
- a prostitute! 

I am a bit hazy on detail and can't 
recall whether there was a sailor 
sharing the shower scene in the 
finished product, but I do know that 
the tape caused a lot of comment 
and the matter of water usage was 
certainly brought to the attention of 
the ship's company. 

This information doesn't help 
Peter Schilling find a copy of the 
tape but it does confirm that one 
was made and I am sure that there 
is somebody out there with a copy. 

Yours sincerely, Bryan Dunne 
[ Is there a water shortage in the 
ACT - or is Peter just running a tight 
ship? Ed.] 

Dear Ed, 
Thank you for the 'get well' 

wishes in the recent issue of 
Slipstream. 

Until I met 'Juke' Matterson, 
'Rusty' Marquis, the late Keith 
Kempnich and the rest of the old 
matelots that gathered each Friday 
in the Navy Corner of the ex-servos, 
my education was not complete . 

'Splicing the mainbrace' became 
a habit when I associated with the 
group who had 'paid off from the 
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Navy, even though I had 'retired' 
from the RAAF. 

I listened to Bob Cronin's dits 
about the 'best yaffler in the fleet' 
and the tale of the 'copper bottomed 
punt' and had to have the whole lot 
interpreted. I only hope that I 
laughed at the right time. 

My starboard undercarriage has 
been modified with a plate and self 
tapping screws . The effect on 
weight and balance is considered 
negligible and performance 
unaltered. I should be back on the 
line after a short stint in the hangar. 

See you later, 
Sabre - 'the mascot' . 

[Incidentally , Sabre, that story Bob 
Cronin told you about him being in 
the RN when HMS Victory was part 
of Epping Forest - it wasn't true' Ed] 

Dear Ed, 

I was flattered by the interest 
shown by 'Dooley' Lord in my 
whereabouts for the odd year out 
of twelve that I didn't spend at 
Nowra. [See Pg14 last edition .] 

The missing period is as follows . 
I spent three months at Flinders 
where I was volunteered into the 
programme of 'Rubella Vac
cinations for Pregnant Women' and 
sweeping the slags off 'C' Block 
roof. 

Our class of 'birdies' were sent 
to Williamstown to the corvette , 
HMAS Gladstone, to clean the thing 
up after a refit. After chipping and 
painting for a week, Harry Jackson 
left a pot of black paint on top of the 
funnel which the wind blew off 
during the night - the gap widened 
between the Seaman and the Air 
branch. 

Another memorable occasion 
was when Vic Baugh dived in to 
recover an oar that some stupid 
recruit let go. Vic returned on board 
with the oar and the biggest 'blind 
mullet' under his singlet that ever 
floated in Port Phillip Bay. 

Another three months were 
spent at Schofields where the RAAF 
were flying Mustangs (HMAS 
Albatross II ) and was there for the 
commissioning to HMAS Nirimba. 

The next six months on the 
Sydney's second tour to Korea I 
could have done without ! 

Whilst ashore in Kure with three 
other Leading Hands , a newly 
arrived bunch of 'Pammie' National 
Service Red Caps decided to 
practice their new found powers. I 
spent the night in some military 
prison and returned on board the 
next day charged with the heinous 
crime of 'conversing with 
prostitutes' . I lost my 'hook' and a 
Good Conduct Badge - Fair 
Dinkum! 

I spent the trip home with the 
hold party , staggering from the 
bowels of the ship , up ladders , 
carrying amongst other things , 
wooden crates of thirty-dozen eggs. 

One day I spotted a case of 
Danish blue vein cheese, no doubt 
destined for the wardroom . I'd never 
heard of the stuff before and 
decided to sample it. It only took five 
minutes to destroy half a pound of 
the stuff and about three days in the 
seaman's forrard heads getting rid 
of it. 

I hope this fills in the miss ing 
year, 'Dooley' . 

Yours , 

Brian Worthington 

HMAS Gladstone, alongside wharf, with HMAS Latrobe . 
Photo courtesy Ron Forrest 
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FROM THE ANAM MAIL BAG ... .. . . 

Dear Sir, 

I refer to our phone conversation 
earlier this year and my enquiry as to 
whether a certain carved wooden 
albatross is in the museum collection. I 
am enclosing for your informatioh a 
photograph of the piece in question, As far 
as can be determined, the date was 1933 
or '34. 

The albatross was designed and carved 
by my grandfather , A G Waterhouse, a 
cabinet maker and wood carver who worked 
at the Cockatoo Island Dockyard from about 
1915 until his death in 1939. He lived at Lane 
Cove where he built his own house and made 
furniture, usually decorated with carvings. 

The albatross carving shown in the 
photograph, is said by his son to have been 
made especially for the original HMAS 
Albatross and was part of the wardroom fittings . Another member of the family, on being shown the photo, said that in 
about 1965 he had seen a similar carving at either the Balmoral Naval Base or at Jervis Bay. 

It would be of great interest to the family of A. G. Waterhouse to view this carving if it can be located. 
With thanks for your interest, 
Bet Bellingham 
[OK, all you super sleuths out there. If you know where it roosts, please let me know. Ed.] 

Dear Ed, 
Would you please publish the following in the next 

edition of Slipstream? 

Bill Paul 

FOR ARMOURERS EYES ONLY 

In 1998 the Fleet Air Arm Association is holding a reunion 
to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Fleet Air arm, 
and we thought it a good idea if we held our own min i reunion 
as well. This will not clash wit~ the main reunion, but will be 
held within a couple of days of it. It wont be a boys only 
booze-up, it will be a family affair, your next of kin or friend or 
whatever, is also invited. 

As you may or may not know, we here at Nowra have 
formed a committee to try and compile an up to date list of all 
armourers. We have representatives in all States who are 
assisting in this task . You have probably been approached by 
one of these guys recently, if not, would you please contact us 
at the head office and give particulars of your current 
address, phone number and fax number (if applicable). 

If we do not hear from you we will assume that you 
are not interested in attending the reunion and your 
name will be removed from the list, not the Master 
Nominal List, just the reunion list. 

We know it is still quite a long way off and circumstances 
may change, but the main thing we want to know is if you are 
interested we will keep you informed as to the actual events 
as they are confirmed. Thanks guys. 

All particulars to: 
WJ Paul (President, Armourers Association) 

17 Jamieson Road 
North Nowra NSW 2541 

Ph: 044-230264 - Fax: 044-224105 
email: wpaul@shoal.net.au 

Dear Ed, 

CAM (W) Glyndeur 'Taff' Morris , died in Concord · 
Hospital in December 1968. At the t ime of his death 
he was attached to 816 Squadron at RANAS. 

His daughter , Mrs Dianne Turner , is try ing to find 
out more about her father's time in the Navy, his 
friends and any photographs they may have which 
include her father . 

If you can help, please contact her at : 
5 Binda Place, Howick, Auckland , NZ. 

OR - contact Mrs Joyce Morris, 8 Smiths Avenue, 
Hurstville, NSW 2220 - Phone (02) 502 4424. 
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Dear Ed, 

The April '96 edition of Slipstream was 
once again the usual good read which brings 
back many memories. In- particular, the 
letter from Frank McCaffrey. The following 
are deta ils of an incident in which Frank was 
a plc1yer. 

Early in 1949, near the end of the 20th 
carrier Air Group work-up, HMAS Sydney was 
operating in the English Channel near 
Falmou th. 805 Squadron aircraft had just 
completed a strafing exercise and landed on 
board, the squadron armourers were in the 
process of checking that the guns were clear . In 
the meanwhile, Fireflys of 816 Squadron were 
still landing on. 

A sudden shout from Frank Mccaffrey , who 
was a member of the Gunner's Party , warned us 
of a Firefly which had missed a wire and was in 
the process of clearing the top of the barr ier on 
its way to the deck park. Needless to say, we 
cleared the area with a minimum of delay. 

The first of the enclosed photographs show 
people going over the deck edge on the port 
side with the aircraft 235 clearing the barrier . 
The second shows the aircraft 227 wh ich has 
just been hit and had its back broken with a 
propeller blade, debris is still airborne . The third 
shows a close-up of 227 which shows that the 
impact was in the area of the observer 's cockpit. 

There is a dist inct possibility that I was one 
of the figures seen leaving the deck forward of 
the mainplane of 227. Had it not been for 
Frank's warning, it is possible that I wouldn't be 
writing this story. 

The pilot of 235 was Lt Danny Buchanan . I 
can't recall the Chief who was the observer of 
227 who, without doubt, was the most fortunate 
of alt. At the time of impact he was in the cockpit 
and bending down to retrieve his navigation 
gear. John Goble, who had landed on shortly 
before, recent ly commented that the CPO 
Observer certainly didn't receive any counsell ing 
afterwards. Probably j ust a pat on the back with 
the comment, "That was close , mate !" He was 
back in the air shortly afterwards. However, we 
did have an unsc hedu led run-ashore in 
Falmouth that night as a result. 

The photograph sent in by Frank Donnelly, 
which appeared on page 13 of the same issue, 
was taken in the original ERS building just 
below 'B' hangar at Albatross. At the time I was 
a POAF(O) nearing completion of the first 
Aircraft Mechanician's Course to be undertaken 
in Australia. The other person in overalls with 
his back to the camera would have to be Nev 
Way ('Book-a-Day' Way or 'Novel-a-Day' Way) . 
Others on the same course were Warwick 
Robinson, John Rayner , Len Murray , Geoff 
Strickla nd and John Buchanan (Snodgrass) . 
The course commenced at HMAS Nirimba in 
September 1953. 'Mo' Trun ley and Reg 
Lascelles commenced the course but left after a 
couple of months . Both were Chiefs at the time . 

Regards - Ian Ferguson 
GOTCHA ! 



Dear Ed, 

The 'Inner Sanctum' item on 
Pg 13 of the last edition of 
Slipstream inspired me to dig out 
a few scraps from 
the scrapbook of a 
geriatric. I too don't 
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wear THAT HAT, though I think that 
by 1947 it was more like a fedora 
than a homburg. Some cheeky one 
asked him why he flew in open 
cockpits wearing a felt hat. He said 

mind being a ...... .- "" ... ,.. .. ________ _ 
ger·iatric when I 
consider the 
alternative. 

I am enclosing 
some photographs, 
picture 1 shows the 
very first helicopter the 
Navy ever had; now 
I'm told they have 
nothing else. The CO 
of the mixed unit was 
Jeep Cable, who was 
killed in the crash of , 
the 'Air Horse' in June 
1950. He and Ted Peat 
did deck landings in 
the Daghestan (pic.2). 

it was to keep his head warm and, 
at the coffee break , it was shown 
that he was indeed an 'egg-shell' 
blonde, like me. 

Bone Domes were not much 
worn then except by 
people like Chuck 
Yeager when he went 
through Mach 1, but a 
helmet with a headset 
might have been a 
good idea for 
communication with 
the ground crew. I 
think that in his 
publicity photographs, 
Sikorsky wanted to 
give the impression 
that his machine could 
be flown by an 
ordinary citizen on his 
way to the office. This 
was in contrast to 
Heinrich Focke's 
helicopter which was 
demonstrated at the 
Berlin Motor Show in We assembled at 

Hanworth Air Park 
near London for pilot 

CD - SIKORSKY HOVERFL Y 1 UNDERGOING DECK TRIALS 1938 by Hanna 
Reitsch, who was a 
very skilled pilot 
indeed, as she showed 
by test flying the V1 
'flying-bomb' . 

training. I am the 
hatless and hairless 
one in the middle (pie. 
3). The aircraft was a 
visiting Aurogiro C30 
from 529 Squadron 
RAF, which did great 
work on radar 
calibration. 

In 1947 I had the 
great pleasure of 
meeting Igor 
lvanovitch Sikorsky 
(sic) . Sikorski would 
be the Polish spelling, 
but Igor was a Russian 
born in Kiev and 
educated in the St 
Petersburg Naval 
Academy. He escaped 
to the USA after the 
October Revolution which 
took place in November 
1917. He came to the UK 
in 1947 to talk to the 
Helicopter Association, of 
which I was a member. 
Igor came down to 
Somerset, where 
Westland Aircraft were 
building the British version 
of the S51, later known as 
the 'Dragonfly', on which I 
was Senior Stressman. 

Igor spoke with a dry 
wit in a tone which 
reminded me of Peter 
Ustinov, and yes, he did 

®- DECK LANDING WITH FLOATS FITIED 

@ - C30 Aurogiro - HANWORTH AIR PARK 

Of course, Igor 
Sikorsky was by no 
means an ordinary · 
citizen . He to ld us 
about his first 
helicopter which he 
built in 1909. It f~iled 
to fly with the vee-twin 
Anzani engine, so he 
went back to Paris for 
a more powerful 
Anzani three -cylinder 
as used by Bleriot tc· 
fly the Channel. This 
was still not powerful 
enough so he started 

on a series of fixed wing 
aircraft, of which the fifth 
one flew. According to 
him, this was the only 
aircraft in history which 
had a stalling speed the 
same as the 'Never 
Exceed' speed. If so, this 
was really 'pushing the 
envelope' and required 
skill of no mean order. 

Many thanks for your 
magnificent efforts in 
keeping Slipstream up to . 
the high standard. 

Yours sincerely, 
Professor Robbie 

Robinson 



Dear Ed, 

Going back and re-reading 
backcopies of Slipstream, I was 
amazed at the number of times 
my name cropped up for some 
reason or another. I don't know 
what I did to deserve that, but 
that is not the reason for this 
letter. [Clem, I've told you before, 
reading the envelope doesn't count ! 
Ed.] 

In Vol 6 No 3 of October 1995, 
'Dooley' Lord referred to Point Cook 
and you referred it to the photo on 
Pg 10 of that issue. Then on Pg 8 of 
Vol 7 No 2 of April 1996, 'Fergie' 
Ferguson had a photo of 'No 1 NAC' 
(Naval Aircrew Course). 

Most likely, very little would be 
remembered about the fact that the 
RAAF, upon agreeing to train our 
future aircrew, said that if they were 
to do so, then it would be 
appropriate for the Navy to send a 
maintenance crew to assist in 
servicing the aircraft. 

The crew was selected from 
volunteers, I was one of them (Clem 
Conlan). The crew was drafted to 
HMAS Lonsdale (Point Cook) and, 
as stated by 'Dooley', LtCdr Nunn, 
the senior officer, became our 
Divisional Officer. As I am suffering 
from the dreaded 'CRAFT' (Can't 
Remember a Flaming Thing), the 
other names that I recall are CAA 
'Nat' Hallas, then PO Vin Flanagan , 
LAME Clive Cotter, LAMA 'Crash' 
Collinson , LEM Hugh 'Slim ' 
Priestley, Keith 'Speed' Westgarth , 
Naval Airmen' Ray 'Blue' Stivey, 
Brian 'Brer' Jenner and, I think , Max 
Laurie was the other. 

When we arrived, the RAAF 
were doing it tough with only four 
out of twenty -two Wirraways 
serviceable. With our help, the 
serviceable aircraft number rose to 
19 within two days, from then on, 
we maintained a serviceability rate 
of eighteen aircraft . 

I was at Point Cook from June 
1950 to September 1952 and saw 
many of our pilots going through 
their training . 

I had a short break in 1951 to go 
back to Nowra for my Leading 
Hand's Course, after passing I was 
sent to 723 Squadron where the 
CAA was Gordon Foale. With 
Wirraways being the main squadron 
aircraft, and with my knowledge, he 
claimed that with his contacts he 
could prevent any draft of mine back 
to Point Cook. The draft came and 
he said that he had tried every 
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avenue available to have it stopped 
and that I must have someone more 
powerful on my side . It just 
happened to be Wing Commander 
'Pere' Kennedy who had promised 
me he would get me back to Point 
Cook. In this instance, the RAAF 
won! 

Of course there were changes to 
our crew during my period; I recall 
'Bluey' Gibson replacing 'Nat' 
Hallas, and another 'Bluey' 
replacing either 'Slim ' or 'Speed', 
then 'Nugget Nugent, Arnie Sorrell, 
Fred King, Bob Proud , the rest 
escape me. 

A few incidents from that period 
come to mind, one not very popular 
with the RAAF. On our first night in 
the Mess Hall , the Duty Orderly 
Officer came to our table and asked 
if there was any complaints about 
the food. At this , a Corporal stood 
up and started to complain about 
the quality of the food. Not having 
experienced such a luxury as having 
'choices' of meals, as well as being 
well cooked, 'Slim' stood up and 
said, 'If you don't want it, I'll have it'. 
The Corporal sat down again with a 
very sheepish look on his face. 

A problem we had at Point Cook 
was the fact that the RAAF didn't 
have Wet Canteens. To overcome 
this situation , one of the Instructor 
Pilots who owned a car, used to 
drive some of us to the Grovedale 
Hotel on the other side of Geelong 
where we could partake of the 
amber fluid . 

Having made several overtures 
to LtCdr Nunn regarding the lack of 
'Wets' facilities, it eventually got 
through to RAAF HQ and it was 
decided to give it a try at Point Cook 
with the Navy in control of the 
operation . I wasn't involved in this 
operation , but I recall 'Slim' , 'Speed' 
and 'Blue' setting things up in the 
Mess Hall . It proved a great success 
and they were sent to Laverton to 
provide similar facilities . From that 
stage, Wet Canteens for junior 
ranks was introduced into the 
RAAF. 

In 1951 Or '52, Point Cook was 
host to the inter-service sports . Ray 
'Blue' Stivey qualified for the Navy in 
the 100 yards sprint and found 
himself up against a professional 
Stawell Gift entrant. 'Blue' won for 
the Navy by a couple of feet. He was 
also sought after by three VFL 
Aussie Rules Clubs to play with 
them , he declined their offers and 
went to pay for the minor grade of 
Werribee, along with Herbie Becker 

and yours truly . We just played for 
the fun of it. One of my claims to 
fame at this period was in the inter
service sports novelty event where I 
threw a cricket ball over 100 yards. 
I believe this still stands as a record. 

I also note the letter from Frank 
McCaffrey on the subject of athletics 
and the photo of his team. Two 
other names that were prominent in 
the UK during the period 1948-50, 
are Arthur Traynor and 'Rocky' 
Norris. Both were tops in the 880 
yards and the Mile events. They 
were members of the first three 
Naval Airmen Recruits (Direct 
Entry) Classes namely , 2, 3 and 4. 
I can only presume that No 1 class 
were the changeover group from 
General Service prior to 1948. 

Going back to 'Fergies' photo, I 
seem to recall that there should 
have been another face with them . 
Perhaps the photo was taken after 
an event that involved the 'missing 
face' and encouraged him to 
become an observer . I have a 
feeling that the trainee pilots were 
instructed that when landing they 
had to touch down before reaching 
the first third of the duty runway, 
otherw ise , they had to hit the 
throttle and go round again. 

The particular incident I am 
referring to was the use of grass on 
landing from the East over the Bay, 
crossing the main tarmac and 
coming to a stop before reaching 
the perimeter taxi-way. In this 
instance , the trainee did not touch 
down until well past the desired 
distance, made a very heavy 
landing and bounced without giving 
any throttle to touch down on the 
perimeter strip, this time without any 
hint of a bounce and heading 
straight for the Cadet College 
building. Self preservation came to 
the fore and the trainee aimed the 
nose of the aircraft between two 
very stout pine trees, this resulted in 
both wings being ripped off and the 
aircraft coming to a dead stop . 
From that moment he was destined 
to become an observer . 

There's another story about a 
trainee buzzing a farmer in an open 
paddock and , on banking the 
aircraft to see the result of his bit of 
fun, hit the only tree standing in a 
large open area, thus losing his life. 
Perhaps someone else can 
elaborate on that incident. 

Regards, Clem 'Slug ' Conlan 
[The ANAM may _ need a 

Wirraway expert shortly. Ed.] 
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Dear Ed, 
I am enclosing a couple of 

items which may be of interest. 
The Rigby cartoon, which 

originally appeared in a Perth 
newspaper in 1957, was a result of 

speculation that Canberra 
considered that the FAA did not have a 

future and there was talk that it could be 
abandoned at any time . 

The two photographs relate to the visit of 
HMAS Melbourne to Pearl Harbour in August 1958. 

On arrival the ship was greeted by hula-girls and a 
Marine Band. The other photograph is interesting in that 

members of the ship's company who were not involved in forming 
ALOHA on the flight deck, were permitted to fall in for leaving harbour 

on the starboard side only and were permitted to throw their leis (those 
that had them) into the harbour. This gesture was in response to the warmth 

of our reception and the hospitality shown to ship and crew by the US Navy and 
civilians in Honolulu. 

Cheers for now, 

Bryan Dunne 

Dear Sir, 
I have been moving around Australia for the 

past six weeks carrying an application form to 
join the FAAA. I visited the Naval Aviation 
museum recently but nobody there could help 
me, that's why I'm posting it to you and hope to 
hear from you in due course at my home 
address. 

My chum, N. Thomas , who is already a member, 
acquired the application form for me when he visited 
last and, as I had already had plans for my wife and 
I to come out to Australia, I decided to bring the form 
with me. 

On completion of my loan service with the RAN, 
I returned home to complete my RN service. As a 
CAF(O), took pension release in 1969. 

Don Quartermain - Portsmouth UK 
[ Sorry to have missed you. Don. If anyone else needs 
assistance my address etc. is on the front cover. Ed.) 



Dear Ed, 

I have just received the April 
issue of Slipstream. I laughed 
when I read Jim's letter on Pg11, 
fancy having the hide to call the 
older members 'geriatrics', 
hopefully some day we'll all get a 
chance to be one. 

What really shocked me was your 
reply. What's wrong with the sailors 
in the fleet today. Don't they realise 
that the FAAA is for them as much as 
it is for the old-t imers, and the not-so
old-timers such as myself . For 
goodness' sake, they can send in the 
current photo's, the 'phots' are always 
taking them and from what I 
remember , they are available to 
everyone. 

Send in your sea stories , tell us 
about the latest safety record 
achieved by your squadron, introduce 
your new CO, any accidents or 
mishaps. If AB Bloggs lashed himself 
instead of the heto to the deck by 
accident - let us all know. Ex-sailors, 
young and old, yearn for information 
relating to current fleet assets. 

When I left the Navy in 1982, 
thanks to the politicians, the Fleet Air 
Arm was already dying. When the 
current ranks of 'oldies', that make up 
the bulk of the FAAA pass on, the 
death of Naval Air will be complete . 
Sure, we'll have a few helos aboard a 
few ships, but the history will be 
gone. Without the continuing influx of 
younger members there will, one day, 
be no one left to tell our story, by then 
it will be too late. 

The Association should do its part 
as well. For some of us, all we want 
for our money is the journal. Strive to 
improve it. High quality glossy paper 
would be a good way to start. Next a 
colour cover, then later some colour 
inside. Print more aircraft photo's, 
one Tracker shot inside the last page 
isn't good enough. Encourage people 
to send in favourite shots, then print 
them in a single or even double page 
spread. 

Improvements to the journal can 
be funded by an increase in 
membership dues. Who would 
complain spending $50 instead of 
$30 if it meant 3 superior magazine . 
Maybe some local advertising in the 
journal would help. 

Many of our members would have 
seen issues of the excellent 'HOOK' , 
the journal of the US based Tailhook 
Association, let's strive to make ours 
one that we can be proud of as well . 

Yours sincerely, Joe Kaposi 
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Dear Ed, 

Further to Frank McCaffrey 's letter in the last issue of Slipstream, I am 
enclosing a couple of photo's , one of which will shed a little information 
on the first relay trip of the Athletic Club from Albatross to Marrickville. 

Due to the onset of tile dreaded 'old-timers' , some of the names elude me, 
but perhaps some less afflicted member could supply them, which would be 
appreciated . 

Our back-up transport consisted of what appeared to be an ex-army truck 
which , I also suspect, was suffer ing from a lack of the proverbial 'plug in No.9' 
and subsequent starting problems . As it was adrift in arrivin g at the main gate, 
'Ned' Ketty volunteered to start the first leg, he was well on his way into Nowra 
by the time we overtook him. 

Originally , it was hoped to do approximately 8 miles at the one go, but due 
to the lengthy stretches of hills, especially the Bulli Pass section , a roster was 
efficiently maintained by Charlie Morris. Come to think of it , I can't remember if 
we managed to 'con' him into doing a 'stint over the tailgate ', or not. 

Frank Mccaffrey is the only one missing from the photograph which shows 
us bunched together for the last mile to the Town Hall - he had run ahead to 
deliver a personal goodwill message from the CO of Albatross to the Lord 
Mayor of Marrickville . Marrickv ille's special occasion being their Jubilee Athletic 
Carnival , which included various road races around the distri ct. 

The message was contained in a baton consisting of a length of highly 
polished pusser's Dural tubing , with a section of fancy rope work courtesy of 
Johnny Elliot. 

All the best, Chas Baldwin 

RANAS NOWRA - MARRICKVILLE RELAY TEA M 
L-R: Edward - ? - Elliot - Mackie - Rowe - ? - Baldwin - Love - Kelly - Player 

Rear L-R: Edward - Kelly - Morris - Hay - Hawkins - Ripps- Elliot 
Front L-R: Mccaffrey - Lombard - ? - Love - Rowe 

- : 
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Dear Ed 

I am enclosing an obituary for CPO Graham 'Trader' Francis Horn who recently passed away. A week before 
'Trader' died, I managed to coax him to tell his story, at that time there was no evidence of illness so we were very 
fortunate to have his testimonial. The following is a precis for his obituary. 

'Ambrose' Boulter 

It isn't until one of our former shipmates dies, that we learn the full measure 
of their life; we consider their actions and behaviour in the past, we reflect on 
the times we spent together - then pause for a moment and review our own 
mortality . We then ask ourselves, 'Did these things really happen?' 

CPO 'Trader' Horn's career spanned 27 years of service. He enlisted in the 
Navy in April 1940 as an Ordinary Seaman and after training at HMAS 
Cerberus he was drafted to the 6" cruiser , HMAS Sydney, where he remained 
until September 1941 when he was drafted to HMAS Vampire. 

Two months later, on 19 November 1941, the Vampire's ships company 
learnt of the tragic loss of the Sydney with all hands after the battle with the 
German raider Kormoran . For those who had served in Sydney, the loss of so 
many shipmates created a spirit which was to serve them for the rest of their 
lives. 

On 10 December of the same year, Vampire was part of a destroyer force in 
company with the battleships HMS Prince of Wales and Repulse when the two 
ships were attacked and sunk by a large force of Japanese bombers in the 
South China Sea. Vampire and the RN destroyer Electra rescued 796 survivors, 
but 839 lost their lives during the battle. 

In January 1942, Vampire, in company with HMS Thanet, attacked a 

PO HORN 
Photograph taken in 1947 

superior Japanese naval force at Endau. Thanet was lost in the engagement , Vampire escaped to Singapore . 

After further patrols and convoy work, Vampire was eventually sent to Colombo for escort duties . Whilst escort ing HMS 
Hermes off Trincomalee on 09 April 1942, both ships were sunk by Japanese carrier-borne aircraft . The Captain and seven 
ratings from Vampire were killed, many others were wounded. 'Trader' was one of the wounded and spent several hours in 
the water until picked up by the hospital ship, Vita. 

After recovering and taking leave in Adelaide , he was drafted to the Vendetta and went on submarine patro ls in the 
Pacific. 

In 1948, he volunteered for service in the Fleet Air Arm and, after training at HMS Siskin in the United Kingdom, he 
joined the carrier HMAS Sydney, he was later to serve in Vengeance and Melbourne. 

'Trader' was one of the origina l Aircraft Handlers , his story isn't exclusive, there are many with similar stories, what is 
significant is that they were men with years of experience when the Australian Fleet Air Arm was formed - all volunteers and 
still young. They were the cream of the Navy. 

This is only a small part of his history and if it serves to caress the memories of others then it will have done its j ob. 

Finally , if anything summarises his regard for the Navy, it is in a few lines he wrote a week before his death; 'Ute in the 
Navy was good for me; the discipline was strict but fair. Some found it hard, but it did no harm and it didn't worry me. We 
were all the better for it.' 

CPO Horn retired from the RAN on 20 
April 1967. He died in his sleep on 20 June 
1996 at the age of 74. 

His ashes were scattered over the Gulf of 
St Vincent after a committal service from the 
submarine support vessel, HMAS Protector . 

We send our condolences to his wife , 
Constance, and to all his family . 

'Trader' , and wife Connie, pictured after 
the 1996 Anzac Day March in Adelaide . 
Please note that he could still fit into his 

old uniform . 

Photo courtesy Ambrose Boulter ,_. .(\' 
'" ' ! , , 
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Dear Ed, 
A rather handsome highlighted letter from Jim Parsons was so well 

presented in your last issue that despite my failing geriatric eyesight 
even I could not help but note the contents. History describes past 
events and the more ancient the past the better the tale. It is just an 
opinion, that as time passes, the telling and retelling of stories from 
the past embellishes ordinary events into interesting accounts and real 
events into sagas of interest to young and old alike. 

The article by Jim led me to thinking of the pre-histor ic past and how it all 
started, the Fleet Air Arm in Australia , that is. So perhaps yet another 'Ancient 
Historic' yarn may not come amiss for those of us old enough to have lived at 
the time, for those of us still young enough to remember and for the disbelief 
of the rest. So in the absence of anything more modern or interesting hitting 
the editorial desk perhaps yo_u can use:-

,;\1\1/,1,~ ,;\ 1\'1,1,..::;:' 

{Qf:. mE START OF mE FIRST AND ONLY REAL 'GREENIES' j.r:; r 
; or ; 

NAME DROPPING AT ITS BEST 
by Charles Moms 

It was in late July or early August , 1948, that an advertisement printed in 
the English newspapers advised that the RAN was starting a Fleet Air Arm ; 
recruits were needed from men who had served in the RN Air Service. Serving 
with the BPF in the Pacific in 1945 I had become a real 'Ozziephile' and so 
after answering the 'ad' I was interviewed at St. Anne;s Mansions, 
Westminster . It was at this interview that I met, for the first time , one of the 
RAN's great characters , Otto Humphrey Becher, the first commander of the 
new aircraft carrier, HMAS Sydney. 

Some two weeks later being accepted into the RAN as an Electricians 
Mate (Air) , I gave notice to Kuwait Oil for whom I worked (there was no future 
in the job anyway) and said goodbye to post war England. One thing was 
certain, it was not difficult to say farewell to England still in the grips of 
rationing and many other war time restrictions in exchange for the warm 
climate and great living conditions of Aust ralia . However , the time of 
departure was not immediate and the rigours of another English winter had to 
be withstood. 

Drafted to HMS Glory in Plymouth and kitted out, I met my first fellow 
electrical ex-RN recruit, Cyril Carey, and settled back into navy life on 77M 
mess. This took some getting used to for on the one ship there were 
Australians, RNers and we new recruits , designated ex-RNers. In those early 
days, before commissioning , HMAS Sydney was still designated the Terrible 
and each morning after colours , the pipe would sound, 'Terrible working party 
muster on the wharf . A strange mixture of Australian sailors and ex-RN 
recruits would then march off to assigned jobs on the new ship whilst trying to 
keep out of the way of the dockyard mat ies. For my part , I remember only two 
work compatriots at that time, Charlie Riley (POREA) and Jock Hannigan 
(CREA). By the way, ta lking of dockyard maties, do any readers remember 
why there was a little ramp on the for'rd leading edge of the after lift and 
another on the deck immediately aft of the lift on board Sydney? (No prizes 
for a correct answer! Just a memory exercise.) 

Later in the September or early October 1948, the ranks of the RAN Air 
Electrical sailors were swollen by the arr ival onboard Glory of Ron Storey, 
Tom Curry, Ken Brown, Dick Whittington, 'Shiner' Wright and 'Scouse' 
Parsons, all LEM(A)s. Following their arr ival we were quickly despatched 
northwards. A qualification course for CEL(A) had been arranged at HMS 
Ariel near Warrington in Lancashire and here we languished, under the 
pseudonym of the 'Orstralian Class', until March 1949. 'Scouse' Parsons 
found the thought of leaving Liverpool too much and left our group whilst the 
remainder of us joined Sydney just before she sailed with the 20th CAG on 
board. 

The trip out was best forgotten , Jack 'Shiner' Wright found a cushy 
number servicing the Sea Otter in 'B' Hangar whilst I worked designing a lift 
for a Landrover in 'C' Hangar part of the time and for Mr Bill Walker (CWEO) 
the rest. The voyage was decidedly uncomfortable as the ship was very 

overcrowded and meal times were 
split. For our part , we non-crew 
personnel had no real mess and 
'bunked' in 'C' Hangar wh ich, at 
times , looked and smelt rather like a 
Calcutta street on Saturday night. 

On arriva l in Austra lia we off
loaded the CAG and for reasons 
best known to the gods, a large 
number stayed on board and went 
on to Sydney before disembark ing. 
Travelling to Bomaderry by train, we 
were picked up very late at night, 
met by a LtCdr Chubb, the First 
Lieutenant, and quickly 
accommodated in 'D' Hut area. 
(Latterly, Mr Chubb became the 
Chairman and Managing Director of 
Chubb Safes in England .) 

The huts were of the old war 
time construct ion, corrugated iron 
but refurbished , the decks not yet 
covered by cort icene. They were the 
very devil to keep clean for rounds, 
particularly since there were no real 
sealed roads anywhere and a trip to 
the canteen or the showers resuited 
in boots being covered in 
odoriferous mud. Most of us kept 
warm by the use of fires made in 
ten-gallon drums , preferring to sit 
outside and have one side warm 
than resting in the hut and being 
completely frozen. It was here that 
we were joined amongst others by 
Henry Birtles and Jack Graham . 

With our draft-in completed , we 
reported to Lt 'Bluey' Chapman RN 
(shortly afterwards relieved by Lt 
Des. Bowerman ) at the Electrical 
Section , then on to the regulating 
office to be met by the regulating 
chief , Denny Rees (CEL(Air)), who 
assigned us to various dut ies. In 
those days the 'reg' off ice was 
located in the Instrument Repair 
Section , a corrugated structu re next 
to a concrete bunker- like building, 
the Electrical Repair Section, j ust 
opposite the control tower . 

Chief Rees was assisted by two 
Austral ian CEL(A)s , 'Snow' Bewley 
and Johnnie Pledge. Cyril and I 
were assigned to the LRS and 
reported to Chief Electrical Art ificer, 
Herbie Church RN. At the end of the 
workshop , enclosed in glass , sat the 
forb idding figure of the · 'boss', 
Electrical Commissioned War rant 
Officer i/c of the LRS, Freddie 
Randall. The workshop staff 
doubled as the section cricket team 
and comprised , EA Roy Hathaway, 
Petty Officers Jeff Woodcock (the 
station bookie), 'Scotty' Wilson 
(latterly a winning coach of the RN 
FAA Gun Run Team at Olymp ia), 



and a PO called Lambert who was 
tragically killed in a car accident in 
Sydney whilst on the way to HMAS 
Penguin . Leading Hands were 
Charlie Travers, Cyril Carey and 
myself, aided and abetted by EMs 
Johnnie Hindmarsh , 'Blond ie' 
Chappel, Jimmie Cuthbertson and 
'Nutty' Newton. 

In the same building , the LRS 
stores was manned by CRE(A) Gus 
Gausden assisted by REM(A) 
'Razor' - 'Ginger' - or 'Spider' Gillette 
(real name Roy) an RNer. The first 
two nicknames are quite 
understandable but the third? Well ! 
'Spider' came about this 
way ..... One morning 'Ginger' went 
to Gus holding an empty cardboard 
stores box which had once housed 
a spider different ial gear train , on 
the box were written the words -
'spider diff . The box, which was 
normally used to store brown 
shellac, was empty . Gillette sa·1d, 
"Chief. We're out of Spider Diff ." 
Shock and horror appeared on Gus' 
face and he said, "God! Get over to 
the main stores as quickly as 
possib le and order some more ." 
'Ginger' disappeared, box clutched 
firmly to his chest, whilst Gus was 
on the phone immediately to his 
off-sider in the Main Stores. 

When Gillette appeared , the 
stores chief was disconsolate . 
"We're out of Spider Diff, lad! I'll 
have to order some from Sydney. 
How much do you want , it comes in 
sacks?" "We'd better have a sack," 
said Gillette and promptly filled in 
an S149C (Consumable Stores 
Demand, for those too young to 
remember). On hearing the news 
Gus said, "You've done what? A 
sack? That 's a bloody hundred 
weight! It'll cost a fortune! Back you 
go lad and cancel the order and 
make it for a couple of pounds!" By 
this time 'Ginger' was beginning to 
smell a rat and began to question 
the brown flakes residing in the 
bottom of the Spider Diff box . 
Finding it was shellac, he knew he 
had been the victim of the 'bucket
of-steam' gag. The story and the 
laughter quickly subsided but twenty 
years after that event he was still 
referred to, with more than a certain 
amount of affection, as 'Spider' 
Gillette. 

But back down to the geriatric 
stroll down memory lane. As we 
settled into NAS Nowra, Cyril Carey 
and I had been relocated across the 
road into C9 Hut. During my time in 
the mess the inhabitants in the hut 
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were, with one or two exceptions 
whose names and faces I have 
forgotten, Cyril Carey, 'Daft' Howard 
RN, Arthur Naldrett RN, Charlie 
Yates RN, 'Spider' Gillette RN, 
'Nutty ' Newton RN, Jimmy 
Cuthbertson RN, 'Black Mac' 

, MacDonald, 'Cookie' Fry, Jasper 
Garland, 'Shiner' Wright (the 
Austral ian born one), 'Shorty' 
Mathis , Dick Gillam, Ernie King RN 
(he was aboard the Ark Royal when 
she was sunk off Gib.), 'Blondie' 
Chappell RN, Charlie Travers, Jack 
Slack, Johnnie Hindmarsh and 
myse lf. All the real RNers had 
arrived out on the Kanimbla some 
several weeks earlier, prior to 
Sydney's arrival , and after two years 
loan service they returned whence 
they came. 

Early in 1950, in the company of 
three other ratings (we weren't 
called sailors in those days), I was 
sent to 86 Transport Command at 
Richmond RAAF Base near Sydney 
to collect a DC-3 Dakota aircraft 
which was being donated by the 
ever-generous RAAF from their war 
surplus stocks . We were taken to a 
long line of old Oak's on dispersal 
and the buggiest of all was pointed 
out to us as 'our kite'. Kite hardly 
described it! We worked for a week 
just clearing out the birds' nests · 
from the spaces in between the 
ailerons , flaps, elevators and from 
the main fuselage. 

After a quick grease and oil 
change, an RAAF pilot took us 
naval types and 'test flew' the beast. 
How we ever got off the ground I'll 
never know. During the flight there 
was a loud bang and all electrical 
power literally fell off . The explosion 
emanated from the distribution box 
located under the radio operator's 
position . Removing the cover, we 
could see the main leads from the 
generators to the bus bars hanging 
'Judas' . Apparently some bright 
RAAF erk had removed the 
fastening nuts to service one of the 
more modern Oak's on dispersal 
and not logged his 'robbery' . I spent 
the rest of the flight taping the leads 
into position temporarily . 

Thirty-one years later, the Oak 
was still in service and flying on a 
daily basis. From its serial number 
we calculated it first saw the light of 
day in about 1940 which gave it an 
in-service life in excess of forty 
years. This aircraft now rests in the 
Australian Naval Aviation Museum. 

Following return to Nowra the 
grapevine was rife with the news of 

the RAN plan to train Australian Air 
Electrical sailors to replace their 
English counterparts after their two 
year stint. Called to the office and 
wondering what I had done wrong 
again, I was informed that I was to 
be the instructor. A case of the blind 
leading the blind. A section of 'A' 
Hangar was portioned off as an 
electrical classroom and I joined 
Harold Kent's empire giving 
electrical instruction on magnetos 
etc to engine mechanics then 
undergoing training . The only 
names that remain with me of all the 
staff at the time are, CPO 
Paternoster, CAA Pat Barry and 
POAM(O) Frank McCaffrey who 
was our cinema projectionist. 

A short time later Cyril Carey 
joined me and we were tasked with 
starting the Air Electrical School to 
complete the training of Electrical 
Mechanics (Air) who were 
undergoing basic training at 
Cerberus. The original classroom in 
'A' Hangar was surrendered and 
part of the RAN Air Maintenance . 
Examination Board (RANAMEB) 
corrugated steel hut located on the 
other side of the road from the 
hangars , was established as an 
electrical school with two large 
classrooms. With a few chairs and 
desks, a typewriter and some hand
made blackboards, we outfitted the 
school and opened for business . 
Among our first pupils were Pat 
Hansen, 'Dusty' Miller , Les Swebbs, 
Col Mason, Jimmy Alton , Bobby 
Groome etc. The majority of these 
early 'greenies' remained in the 
Navy for their full twenty years. 

. So successful was the school 
that the curriculum was enlarged to 
encompass the electrical tra ining of 
Pilot's Mates . The first course 
comprised great characters , full of 
humour and keen to learn . One 
class in particular really excelled, in 
humour at least. The Chief Test 
Pilot, one Lt Davies, was housed in 
a small office in the RANAMEB 
building and he owned a Great 
Dane that accompanied him 
everywhere on the ground. One 
afternoon I entered the classroom 
just as the leader-of-the-push began 
turning the handle on a Wee 
Megger, a device generating high 
voltage , quite harmless but quite 
shocking. They had touched the 
leads to a very tender portion of the 
dog's anatomy as he lay asleep on 
my desk. When the handle turned , 
the dog gave a terrible howl, leapt 
into the air and jumped straight 



through the open window , 
disappearing in the direction of the 
motor transport section. Lt Davies 
never worked out why his dog 
developed a hatred of the 
RANAMEB building. 

Not as a result of this incident, 
but soon thereafter, I was promoted 
to Petty Officer. The school grew as 
the students became more 
numerous and we were placed 
under the guidance of CEL(A) 
'Pincher' Martin, and to the electrical 

· faculty was added a radio 
classroom operated by PORE(A) 
'Bunger' Hotchkiss. We flourished . 
Perhaps too well, for late in 1952 we 
were informed that soon the school 
would be moved to a new air station 
to be taken over from our RAAF 
cousins at Quakers Hill, Sydney. 
RMF Schofields was to become 
HMAS Nirimba and we would be 
working for LtCdr George 
Finkel. .. . but that's just another 
memory! Just ask Jack Wakefield 
for one and 'Winston' the bulldog for 
another!!! 

, 

·-~-~- _J. · . · . . - . ..... 

.. 

,_•/'9J'\I\~~ 

'WI:NSTO:N 

Sixty-one names from the past 
are mentioned in this tale , how 
many readers remember those 
names or can put young faces to 
those names? And how many more 
can readers add? As I write three 
more spring to mind, Hugh 
Molyneux was, I believe, in the first 
class of Pilot's Mates, along with 
two other young blades by the 
names of Fellenberg and Max 
Altham . Any other names? 
I can be reached on eMail at 
obelix@netspace.net.au and I 
would like to complete the list. 
Cheers to all. 
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FOR THOSE IN PERIL 
Lieutenant Derek Douglas was an observer serving in 809 Squadron 

(Sea Venoms), home-based at RNAS Yeovilton, Somerset, sea-based in 
HMS Albion. I was one of the pilots in that squadron. 

On Saturday, 18 October 1958, Derek married 3rd Officer Mary Owen, one of 
the meteorological officers stationed at RNAS Yeovilton . Mary was a widow , her 
first husband, also a lieutenant in the Fleet Air Arm branch of the RN having been 
killed when the Sea Fury he was flying crashed into the waters of Jervis Bay, off 
Sydney, Australia . 

On the day Derek and Mary were married, The Queen Mother was paying a 
visit to Yeovilton and a fly-pst of Sea Venoms was arranged in her honour. We , 
in 809 Squadron , took no part as all the squadron officers were attending the 
wedding . Further, the squadron was due to embark in HMS Albion the following 
Monday, 20 October 1958. Sadly, during that fly-past , two aircraft collided in 
mid-air with the loss of two aircrew. 

This news had to be kept from Derek and Mary for fear of firstly spoil ing the 
occasion , and secondly that it might be taken as an ill omen for the future -
sailors, particularly flying sailors, are wont to be very superstitious . 

On the Monday, the squadron embarked as planned and Albion set off for a 
ten-month tour of duty in the Far East. Derek and Mary had been married only 
two days. 

During February 1959, HMS Albion was paying a visit to Sydney and the 
squadrons disembarked to the Royal Australian Naval Air Base at Nowra. The 
visit ended on 24 February, 1959. HMS Albion set sail for Fremantle and the 
squadrons re-embarked . 

I think it must have been on 26 February that I was due to be launched for a 
conventional day-time sortie at about 1630. I recall my observer and I sitt ing in 
the aircrew rest-room with a group of other aviators , including Derek and his pilot 
Lt Rodney Carne, with who I shared a cabin (Rodney once had a trial for England 
as a Rugby wing three-quarter but unlike Rory Underwood , put his career first ). 

Rodney and Derek were due to be launched about three-quarters of an hour 
before my observer and me. I recall them leaving us for the briefing room, joking 
about who was the captain of their aircraft . 

Some thirty minutes later, as we were having our own briefing, the news 
arrived that all fly ing for the day had been cancelled. Rodney and Derek had been 
launched;-immediately the aircraft went into a steep climbing turn, rolled onto its 
back and crashed into the sea just ahead of the ship . Derek and Rodney were 
never found . At the time the ship was in the middle of Jervis Bay. 

[ Unfortunately, the writer of this letter is not known to me (the file has been 
misplaced) . If you can provide any information relating to the accidents refE;irred 
to, I would appreciate it. Ed.] 

At least some things in life are consistent. This cartoon first appeared in 1918. 

I. I 

J 

t 

Meeting of I Military Board to discuss yet another Uniform for the Air Force. 

C. A. Sliepp,mu11 1918 
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Home1' home on the ranee1' 
where the dears and the interlopes PlaY ••• 

All good tales should have a 
moral and this one is no exception . 
It concerns a young naval aviator 
who, many years ago, was in the 
UK undergoing an Air Weapons 
Instructor (AWi) course. The flying 
side of the course was carried out at 
RNAS Eglinton near Londonderry in 
Northern Ireland, following the 
theory aspects which had been 
studied at Gunnery School, HMS 
Excellent in Portsmouth . 

Our young aviator had been the 
only one to survive the ground 
school side which required a good 
knowledge of mathematics which 
fortunately his technical schooling 
had provided. This meant he had 
the use of the weapons ranges to 
himself and hence was fairly relaxed 
about following standard operating 
procedures (SOPs) in so far as time 
on the range, and as it turned out, 
call-signs . 

On the day in question he had 
been programmed for a session of 
anti-submarine bombing using 
practice bombs and had set off at 
his leisure in a Mk 5 Firefly to try his 
eye on the range . Now he has 
admitted to me that he was a bit lax 
in not getting a range call-sign 
allocated for the mission but as he 
was the only aircraft scheduled to 
use the range, he didn't think it was 
all that important. 

For those not in the know, a 
range call-sign makes it much 
easier for the range crew to identify 
an individual pilot, and I understand 
it is now the practice for pilots to be 
allocated a call-sign for general use. 
The alternative to a range call-sign 
is to use the aircraft's side number 
which is what my friend intended to 
do. 

Having arrived on the range, the 
usual pleasantries were exchanged 
with the range person manning (or 

in this case 'womaning') the radio 
with a request from the latter for the 
'pilot's range call-sign . In a 
somewhat casual manner (being a 
colonial), our young aviator 
informed the range person that he 
didn't have a range call-sign and 
that he would be using the aircraft's 
side number . At this, the Wren 
'personing' the radio became all 
toffee-nosed and in her best 
pommie middle-class accent 
informed the young aviator that he 
couldn't come on the range without 
a range call-sign. 

Now our young aviator realised 
that he had been playing it a bit cool 
and casual , but he was not going to 
let some range person (particularly 
a woman in 1955!!) tell him what he 
could or couldn't do. Resorting to 
bombastic bluff to cover his 
mistake, he insisted that he be 
cleared to use the range. To his 
relief it worked, and the Wren 
backed down allowing him to 
commence his weapons run. 

Completing his bombing 
mission, our young aviator returned 
to home base admitting to himself 
as he flew back that despite the 
contretemps with the young lady on 
the other end of the radio he had 
been rather taken by her voice . 

The following day was a 
Saturday and some fellow 
Australians just completing their 
operational flying training suggested 
that our young aviator might care to 
accompany them on a run ashore 
into Londonderry. A bunch of Wrens 
would be making up the party and 
they had organised a blind date for 
him if he wanted to go. 

They duly met outside the 
Wrennery to escort their 
companions for the even ing to 
sample the night life of 'Derry 
which was on a par, or slightly 

better than an evening's 
entertainment in Bourke. 

Well , I guess that the smart 
ones amongst you will have also 
guessed that the blind date turned 
out to be the Wren who had been on 
the other end of the radio on the 
previous day! 

Having sparred a little, which is 
the natural order of things (refer 
Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice) , 
they found that they had a mutual 
attraction and agreed to meet again 
as soon as possible. Well, one thing 
led to another and soon they were 
engaged . 

Shortly after, the Wren , who was 
a Range Assessor , was then 
detailed off for weapon plotting 
duties back at the air stat ion and 
rumour has it that the young aviator 
and the young lady would sit side by 
side as she plotted his rocket results 
and that is how he passed the 
course! 

In those days marriage meant 
an automatic discharge for a Wren 
and as the date of her departure 
loomed large, the young aviator 
promised her a flight in a Sea Fury 
Trainer held on strength by the 
Station Flight. Sadly this was not to 
be as her Section Head would not 
let her off for the flight , even though 
it was her last day in the Service. My 
young friend has often 'rued the fact 
that he didn't confront the Section 
Head and tell him a few home truths 
(probably just as well that he didn't, 
as telling a two and a half what you 
thought of him when you were a 
Lieutenant was viewed in a different 
light in those days) . 

Now you may wonder what 
moral can be drawn from this tale . 
Well it's simple really , four children 
later , the moral is never go on a 
range without a call-sign! 

NEL 

DETACHMENT TO MANUS 
In 1952, as a thirty-year old 

bachelor, CAA (Airframes and 
Engines), I was about to commence 
a loan draft from the RN to the RAN 
and left Tilbury on 02 July in the 
P&O liner RMS Ma/oja, on passage 
to Sydney. 

b ex-CAA Geor e Chadwick 

Arriving at HMAS Albatross on 
14 August, I was assigned to the 
Station Firefly and Sea Fury Receipt 
and Despatch Section (R&D) . 

Some five weeks later, I was 
informed by the OIC of the aircraft 

workshops, that ACNB had 
signalled that a senior aircraft 
artificer , together with an air 
mechanic and electrician (air) were 
to be sent to Manus to progress 
preservation and preparat ion for 
shipment of an aircraft, Sea Fury 



VX751. I had been nominated as 
the artificer and eventually, as the 
outcome of an oversubscribed 
lottery of volunteers, L/PM Gault 
and LEM Newton were selected as 
the other members of the detached 
party. 

The aircraft referred to in the 
signal had been flown by SL T 
McDonald RAN, of 805 Squadron . 
Whilst on a sortie from HMAS 
Sydney, the aircraft had suffered an 
engine failure and he had landed in 

· an 'undercarriage up' configuration 
on an abandoned and deteriorated 
airstrip at Cape Gloucester on New 
Britain. 

A few days later, with all our 
equipment packed, we were 
transported to HMAS Penguin 
where we obtained clearance 
papers to enter the Australian 
administered League of Nations 
mandated territory of Papua New 
Guinea. Shortly afterwards we were 
leaving Kingsford Smith airport 
aboard a 'Bird of Paradise' flight 
(DC-8) to Port Moresby, arriving at 
nightfall . 

The next morning our party met 
up with a group of men employed by 
a company that recovered military 
material abandoned on the islands, 
they informed us that they had 
moved the Sea Fury from its landing 
place in New Britain to HMAS 
Tarangau, Manus. In the signal 
from ACNB, mention had been 
made that the aircraft was being 
recovered into Naval custody by 
NOIC NEA and that assistance 
would be required from a working 
party at Manus. 

We departed Port Moresby on 
an Islands Courier aircraft (DC3) 
complete with benches along the 
fuselage and the cargo netted down 
in the centre of the aircraft . After 
several stops and a very bumpy 
ride, we eventually arrived at RAAF 
Manus. 

On joining HMAS Tarangau, we 
were informed that our assistance 
would be coming from WW2 war 
criminals serving sentence at a 
Navy controlled prison camp which 
adjoined the establishment. 

The purpose of our visit, Sea 
Fury VX751, lay in the open, it was 
supported on three forty-four-gallon 
drums, the covers were on but it 
was in a poor state. In no way at all 
did it have the appearance of a 
squadron aircraft . Apart from the 
damage it had sustained from the 
landing, the retrieval techniques 
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used to bring it to Manus and the 
exposure to the weather had 
wreaked havoc with it. Towing lines 
had obviously been attached to the 
propeller and to the aircraft lift-point 
resulting in distortion of the spinner 
around the hub and shearing rivets 
attaching the lifting point to the 
frame . A large opening had been 
hacked in the port side of the 
fuselage and services pipelines and 
wiring had been cut away to extract 
equipment. 

After checking that the fuel and 
oil had been drained, it was decided 
to put the aircraft on its wheels there 
and then. The hub was forced off 
and the prop removed whilst the 
aircraft was in a convenient attitude 
and height. 

Closer inspection of the aircraft 
revealed serious damage to the 
airframe and engine to the extent 
that both were write-offs . The 
engine centrifuges and magnetos 
had already been removed by a 
working party from HMAS Sydney, 
but the mountings had not been 
covered and this had resulted in 
corrosion of the exposed gear 
drives. ACNB was advised of the 
findings by NOIC NEA. ACNB 
replied that the Centaurus engine be 
made ready for shipment and other 
salvageable components at the 
discretion of the recovery party. 

Having a requirement for crates 
etc., we had a meeting with the 
prison camp staff who briefed us on 
the conduct to be used whilst 
employing prisoners in their 
manufacture and signwriting duties; 
the co-operation and standard of 
workmanship we received from the 
prisoners allotted to us was good. 

The power plant and mainplanes 
were then removed and airframe 
items assessed for salvage, a crate 
incorporating a locally 
manufactured engine stand was 
made and another three crates for 
airframe components. 

We felt disappointed that 
circumstances had prevented us 
from carrying out the assignment as 
first outlined . NOIC NEA had 
complied with ACNB instructions in 
recovering the aircraft into Naval 
custody, but it would have been 
prudent for an experienced aircraft 
technician to direct such an 
undertaking . 

For myself , recreation time was 
spent pleasantly enough at the 
Senior Rates Mess at the prison. A 
memorable Sunday was spent on a 
mission to re-float a MFV which 
was aground on an islet. Passage 
was made in an MFV carrying a 
score or so natives . As the 
grounded vessel hove in sight , there 
was one almighty splash as all 
plunged over the side and it was 
with much frolicing that the vessel 
was raised , propped up, and 
brought into the channel. Afterwards 
we had a banyan. 

An amusing daily occurrence , 
was witness ing the Australian 
mandate official mustering and 
detailing off the native workforce in 
'pidgin' . All in all, an interesting and 
memorable experience. 

After twenty-six days on Manus, 
we packed for return, my own 
packing included a carved native 
catamaran which has remained 
beached on a shelf in my caboosh -
the spare bedroom my wife calls the 
'Crows-nest' . 

Japanese prisoners working on the Manus wharf . Photo courtesy Eric Manuel 
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~ 'Tfie 'Book• - a progress report 

Bob Nicholls, the author, 
writes .... 

The status of the project at the 
middle of June 1996 is that the 
research is well under way . I have 
visited the Australian Archives in 
Melbourne and looked at what 
remains of the Navy and 
Government files up to about the 
middle 1950s. I have also visited -
not at your expense by the way - the 
Fleet Air Arm Museum at Yeovilton, 
Somerset , and the British 
Government archives repository at 
Kew, near London in the UK and 
have had a good look at what they 
have on the FAA's history . A 
fascinating story is emerging . 

On the planning front, the 
committee overseeing the 
production of the book has 
approved the synopsis for the work 
with a few minor additions . This 
gives us all a general idea of what's 
going to be in the book. [All State 
Divisions were forwarded a copy of 

Plannin8 for GOLD! 
A committee has been formed 

to plan the 1998 FAA Reunion to be 
held at Nowra, which coincides with 
the 50th Anniversary of HMAS 
Albatross . Participants in this 
reunion will see many changes 
when they return to the 'stamping 
ground' of their younger years . 

Whilst browsing through the 
archives I came across an article 
entitled 'Memories', written in 1961 
when Albatross became a teenager . 

I hope it brings back many 
memories . Ed. 

Memories 
by Wifl&B 

[1961] .... Last month Albatross 
became a teenager. Those who 
read Daily Orders would have noted 
the following paragraphs : 

'On the morning of 20 May, 
1948, a staff car and a number of 
three-ton trucks left 'HMAS Penguin' 
for a wild section of bushland 
geographically situated behind a 
landmark known as Nowra Hill. The 
expedition's object was to set up a 

the synopsis for comment. Ed.] 
One problem that is emerging is 

' that under the '30-year rule', the 
Navy's records since 1966 are still 
under wraps as far as public access 
is concerned . 

Your response to the plea for 
reminiscences has so far been 
encouraging . However, I am 
concerned that the balance we are 
seeking, that is writing a history of 
the whole Fleet Air Arm and not just 
an account of flying/aircrew, is not 
quite there yet. The base intention is 
to feature the complete spectrum of 
all those involved in naval aviation. 

Here we don't necessarily want 
dits but accounts of what it was like 
to be, for instance, a chockman, 
naval air stores sailor , sick-bay tiffy 
or a chef - the whole box and dice. 
Also, if you can contribute your 
impressions of operations such as 
building the Wessex out of the 
contents of several boxes , MFO 
Sinai, the salvage of HMAS 

Naval Air Station at a disused airfield . 
originally built as a RAAF base in 
1942, occupied by the USAAF for a 
short time and then used by the RN 
in 1945-46. ' 

At 0900 on 31 August, 1948, 
Divisions were assembled on the 
Quarter-deck to witness the 
Commissioning Ceremony of 'HMAS 
Albatross '.' 

Casting back to the ·time when 
the 'old birds' first birthday was yet 
to come, and comparing the station 
with its present day appearance, 
one can appreciate the changes 
which have taken place over the 
years, particularly the amenities 
which one tends to take for granted . 

The Draft Note for the first ship's 
company was unique in that a 
special footnote was allocated to the 
names indicating that: 'Ratings 
appropriated to HMAS Albatross are 
advised to take bicycles.' 

This strange enjoinder was 
necessary as all hands were 
accommodated in Nowra until such 
time as the buildings at the airfield 
could be restored and the remaining 
facilities installed to make the place 
liveable. For at least three years 
none of the buildings had been lived 
in, or given a coat of paint for a 

Wollongong , Operation Morris 
Dance etc. they will be of great 
assistance . 

I realise that writing about your 
experiences may be a bit difficult for 
some of you. If this is the case, 
provided you live in the Sydney or 
Nowra areas, I can come and get 
your tale down on tape. 

If you feel you can help, please 
get in touch with the Slipstream 
Editor. It's your story after all. 

It is possible that the museum 
will publish the entire book. In this 
case, we will be needing an 
experienced editor and designer in 
about six to nine months time. If you 
know of a free-lance professional in 
either field who might be interested, 
please let us know. At the same 
time , anyone who can recommend 
a printer who can handle the job is 
also invited to get in touch with the 
Slipstream Editor and he will send 
out a copy of the technical 
specifications from which they can 
submit a quote . In both cases we 
would prefer professionals working 
in the Sydney area for ease of 
contact. 

good deal longer . It was descr ibed 
as a 'collection of rusty old huts' by 
one member of the first 
commission . Undoubtedly some 
may think the same holds true , but 
in addition , hardly a window was 
intact and most of the plumbing had 
been rifled during the unoccupied 
period from 1946 to 1948. 

The familiar road to Nowra was 
unsealed and unbridged at the time 
and in wet weather transport had tc 
go the long way round via Nowra 
Hill. On the Air Station itself , roads 
and kerbing had not progressed 
beyond the gravel strip stage, and 
all the concrete footpaths now 
around the buildings had yet to be 
put down. In wet weather the place 
was a quagmire and life was 
considered to be of such a 
pioneering nature that it was even 
permissable to wear Sea-boots in 
the Wardroom - try it now! 

For some peculiar reason the 
road from about 50 yards outside 
the main entrance to just beyond the 
Sick Bay was sealed , but not 
kerbed, by the time the 20th CAG 
arrived . It was probably for some 
very sensible reason, in that it ran 
past the Wardroom and Chief Petty 
Officers messes and then down to 
the Main Galley and Victualling 



Store. The cynics viewed it from a 
different aspect. Knowing that the 
practice at the time was to send all 
sick cases requirin g operative 
treatment to the Berry Hospital, due 
to the very limited scope of the Sick 
Bay Equipment, it was generally 
conceded that this sealed piece of 
road was to ensure the patient at 
least had a smooth ride out of 
Commonwealth property. After this , 
it was up to the patient how he 
made out for the rest of the trip. 

The first RAN aircraft to get 
airborne from Nowra very nearly 
provided the first dash to Berry 
when the engine cut momentarily at 
200 feet over the end of 26 runway. 
The RN pilot landed the aircraft but 
was never quite the same thereafter . 
When a new engine was fitted the 
Sea Fury was all right. 

The Air Group aircraft were 
housed in the Igloo hangar and the 
offices were on the site of the 
present day Pay Offices . The 
hangar held about 18 of the 24 
aircraft and the rest lived outside; 
this was considered terribly dashing 
and daring. 

Other outdoor dwellers were the 
cocooned aircraft stowed along the 
hardstanding towards the present 
hangar. 

NATIONAL 
SECRETARY'S REPORT 

Here we are, half way through 
another year and just a few months 
away from the reunion on the Gold 
Coast. May I urge those people who 
have not already registered as 
attending the '96 Reunion to do so 
without delay. Just give Bob Bryce a 
ring on 07-55987547 to get things 
underway. Times a' gettin' short . 

A birthday card was sent to our 
patron, Sir Victor Smith , who 
responded immediately with the 
following; "Once again I am 
reminded of my good fortune in 
joining the service and meeting 
some of the finest people around". 
He went on to wish continued 
success to the Association . 

I had an interesting experience a 
few weeks ago. Roh Christie, 
secretary of the Victorian Division, 
sent me a letter from the Victorian 
Branch of the Naval Association 
who were trying to track down Ray 
Meredith, an ex-AA, on behalf of a 
lady in Melbourne. I remembered 
that Ray had changed over to the 
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H and J hangars, as with A and 
B were yet to be built, although a 
start was made on a hangar where 
H and J now stand . Work 
progressed at such a pace that the 
construction team were thought to 
have died on the job. When it finally 
got to the framew ork stage it 
collapsed under the stress of a 
Nowra westerly. What happened to 
the contractor is not known, but 
some of the concrete flooring 
subsequently uprooted was given a 
decent burial in front of the New 
Control Tower only last year. 

The other hangars C to F, were 
occupied by SAM(E) and the MRS. 
Since then SAM(E) has had a short 
sojourn at RANAS Schofields , 
before returning to its old haunts. 

The present Australian Rules 
pitch and the heavily paspalumed 
area behind AJASS existed for 
sport , together with two concrete 
cricket pitches, the concrete tennis 
courts and the well known 'ditching
pool'. The turf wicket, hockey pitch 
and athletic oval had been gouged 
out by bulldozer - they remained 
gouged for some time . 

The Wh ite Ensign Club had yet 
to be formed by the hard working 
efforts of serv ice and civilian 
personnel. 

RAAF in the early sixties, along with 
quite a few others . After contacting 
a couple of those who had changed 
over to the RAAF (Clive Cotter/ Ron 
Tucker) , I was informed that Ray 
would be visiting the Tuckers in a 
few days time and they would ask 
him to call me. Ray duly made 
contact and I passed on the 
information to him. Hopefully, Ray, 
who lives on the Gold Coast, will be 
at the r19union in November . It is 
always a pleasant surprise when 
ex-FAA people surface. 

A new supplier for polo shirts 
with logo has been contacted . This 
supplier does not require a 
minimum order to be placed so it 
will make it much simpler and 
quicker to obtain those larger items 
for members who require them . The 
shirts are made from a polyester/ 
cotton mixture and are available in 
a full range of colours with or 
without a pocket. Cost will be $25 
plus the usual $5 postage. Members 
requiring the larger sizes are asked 
to send me details of size (e.g. 
XXXL and chest measurement in 
centimetres) and colour required · 
with a cheque to PO Box 105, 
VINCENTIA, NSW2540. 

The canteen was housed in a 
dreary building now removed, whi le 
the beer bar was in an equally 
dreary annex. 

The move to build the squash 
courts was begun in 1949, and as is 
well known this popular facility was 
opened early last year (1960]. 

Transport to and from Nowra 
was by service bus ; it must be 
remembered that petrol was sti ll 
rationed; leave expired at midnight 
and the buses always left from the 
Post Office . As the automa tic 
telephone exchange was some ten 
years away, the telephon ists at the 
Post Off ice building heard some 
pretty nautical conversaticns from 
time to time . The Officer of the 
Watch was usually informed on 
such occas ions that 'the language is 
something awful!' 

The fut ure of Albatross is 
assured and the visitor to the 
Stat ion will undoubtedly find when 
he comes back to view the 
establishment on its 21st birthday 
that the changes which have taken 
place will be as far reaching as 
those of the first 13 years. For, 
despite its many non-permanent 
build ings it has become one of the 
best establishments in appearance 
and achievements . 

The Naval Aviation Museum has 
kindly allowed the FAAA to display 
all 'Rabbits ' in a display case in the 
foyer . They have also agreed to sell 
the goods on display on behalf of 
the Associat ion. However, orders 
will still be accepted by mail at the 
above address . · 

The following have joi ned the 
Association since the last edition. 

S.A . George Mull ins, 

N.S.W. Nev Tay lor, T.J.Payne, 
Kev Parks , Keith "Matty" Matheson, 
Bob Pierson, Basil Sheather, Barry 
Bennetts , and Asso ciates Dianne 
Turner, and Betty Pierson. 

W.A. W .J.Flint , M.Horne, 
F.Poynton , and D.B.Brunswick. 

A.C .T. B.G."Geoff" Coker-
Godson Jnr and Julie Coker
Godson , both Associates . 

QLD. Mocka Cheyne, Leslie 
Nielsen, Brian Norris , Robert 
Peacock, Laurie Davidson, Donald 
Spencer , Ashley Hardinge , Reg 
Gilbert, Rodney Cooper, George 
Coburn, Ta·deusz Fotek , Athol 
Lomasney, Walter Kilpatrick , Neil 
Nagle, and Terry Banks. 

'til next time -Ian Ferguson 



• I 
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NEWS FROM THE 
DIVISIONS 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

It's time once again to write a 
few lines to let you know how things 
are going. 

At the May monthly meeting, the 
members voted that if the numbers 
attending these meetings did not 
increase in any significant way , then 
we would only meet every second 
month . The meetings will be in 
August , October and December . 
Should the number of those 
attending increase, we could revert 
back to monthly meetings again . 

Our 21st Birthday Dinner will be 
held on Saturday 30 November '96, 
we estimate that the cost for a 
mixed dinner will be around $30 per 
head. We have gone away from the 
format of other dinners and will 
have wives or girlfriends attending . 
All those interested in this historic 
occasion, please contact me on 527 
9186, or by mail to 24 Baltic Mews, 
Waikiki , WA 6169, we will then be 
able to arrange the venue and the 
menu. Don't leave it until the last 
minute, do it now. Any of our friends 
from the other side of the rabbit 
proof fence are very welcome to join 
us, please let us know. This Dinner 
is an important occasion in the 
Association, it's our coming of age, 
so make a great effort and be there . 
It's your night, make it a good one! 

Ron Tate's disability claim for 
asbestosis of the lungs was rejected 
by Veteran's Affairs (OVA). I have 
taken his case to the Veteran's 
Appeals Board (VAB) because the 
rejection was based on the fact that 
he had not spent a period of 500 
days in an area contaminated with 
asbestos dust and fibre. I have read 
the Report of the Independent 
Review of Asbestos in Defence, 
their definition is, 'a person who 
works eight hours a day, five days a 
week for a period of 500 days is 
covered by the Act.' 

Now we all know that while 
serving at sea in aircraft carriers, 
Naval personnel had to spend 24 
hours a day and seven days a week 
working and living in an 
environment of asbestos fibre and 
dust, therefore 119 days on board 

ship is equivalent to 500 eight hour 
days . Th is is the basis of our 
appeal. I have spoken to the 
Minister for Veteran's Affairs when 
he was last in Perth, he was 
sympathet ic to our reasoning and 
stated that he would have his 
department look into it. [What about 
the asbestos fibre blankets 
maintaine rs placed over the Venom 
and Vamp ire tail section during 
start-up? Ed] 

I have also written to the 
Repatriat ion Medical Authority 
(RMA) and requested that they re
evaluate the findings into asbestos 
in Naval Personnel who served in 
these ships . I have received a 
telephone call from the RMA and 
they said that they would look into it. 
If we win on this one it will open the 
door to all those who are in a similar 
situation to Ron, and to those 
widows who have lost their 
husbands fro_m this scourge. 

I have Eddy Cooks appeal 
coming up before the VAB against 
the decision by the OVA against his 
heart condit ion, I am hopeful for the 
result. 

We , as ex-naval personnel have 
no representation on the Veteran's 
Review Board and we should press 
to have one instated. Army and Air 
Force personnel could not know the 
problems that Naval personnel 
came into contact with . For the 
good of all of us, we must get a 
naval representative on the Board. 

Lou Burns has come through 
another major operation on his 
knee, this time they were unable to 
carry out a knee replacement and 
he had to have bone and muscle 
removed which will result in him 
being stiff-legged. This will probably 
prevent him getting on his knees to 
pray. 

The Medical Staff are aiming at 
having him available for the '97 
Anzac Day march. We did offer to 
take him in a wheel chair but he 
declined , he said that he was 
frightened we would let him go at 
the top of W illiam Street just to see 
how fast he could make it to the 
bottom . We all wish him well and 
hope he makes it. [I think he means 
to the march , Lou. Ed.] 

Our membership is slowly 
growing but we have to get out 
amongst those ex-birdies and sign 
them up for our 21st year. 

Since we disbanded the FAA 
Naval Association sub-branch, Ron 
and I have transferred to the 
Rockingham sub-branch , Hilton has 
transferred to the Fremant le sub
branch . If any other ex-Naval 
Association sub-branch members 
wish to transfer, I will fill out the 
required paperwork . 

I hope that our Div ision 
members have survived the recent 
storms and not suffered any 
damage . 

At the time of writing , Jack 
Duperouzell is recovering in the Sir 
Charles Gairdner Hospital following 
a heart attack . We all wish him a 
speedy recovery . 

To all those members on the 
other side of the country , we in the 
West wish you all good health and 
happiness. Hope to see you in 
Tweed Heads. 
Theo Bushe-Jones - Hon. Secretary 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

As winter tightens her grip and 
lets us all know what the cold and 
wet really feels like, I remember 
back to those, some say necessary, 
duty foot-patrols that were 
introduced at RANAS in the late 
'60's. To feel a keen sou' wester ly 
beat across the airstrip at 3am 1n 
mid-winter was very invigo rating 
indeed! Now, that was COLD! 

·1 trust that you are comfortable , 
well and looking forward to catching 
up on all the news throughout th is 
edition of the ever popular, 
Slipstream . 

I shall start off with the sad news 
bit first. Our long time member , 
Graham 'Trader' Horn, of Everard 
Park, died on 21 June 1996. It was 
all rather sudden as he looked a 
picture of health on Anzac Day. I 
wish that I knew a lot more about 
'Trader', but I guess that those of 
you who knew him have a ton of 
memories to fall back on. Our 
sympathy is extended to his 
remaining family. 

The final bit of bad news is for all 
those past financial members who 
still haven't renewed their 
membersh ip - do it now! The last 
member to renew his membership 
will win a weeks holiday in the 
National Capital - as punishment. 



(Only kidding - ACT) 
The RMF Edinburgh tour, with 

a good lunch at the WO's Mess, has 
been brought forward to 25 August. 
Meet at the main gate at 1 O:OOam. 
So - erase TBA from your last 
Slipstream and insert 25 August. If 
there are any problems, contact our 
Social Secretary, Dinsley Cooper, 
on 344 8812. Come along and show 
your support. For other organised 
events, refer to Pg 8 of your State 
Division newsletter. 

Dinsley has also organised a 
guided tour of the historic Adelaide 
Oval, including the scoreboard, I 
believe. The tour will start at 
10:00am on Wednesday 9 October . 
It just so happens to coincide with 
the lowering of the telescopic 
floodlights, so you may be called 
upon to lend a hand. 

This year's Navy Week 
programme is as follows, and will 
start as a Commemorative Service 
at the SA Naval Memorial on 29 
September, and at North Adelaide 
on 13 October. The Golf Day is on 
14 October and the wonderful Naval 
Ball will be held at the Football Park 
Convention Centre, West Lakes, on 
19 October. The Navy Race Day at 
Cheltenha m is on 26 October , 
Harness Racing at Globe Derby 
Park on 23 November. 

HMAS Adelaide arrive s on 8 
November, the same day as the flag 
raising at Hindmarsh . The Navy 
Band arrives on 8 November and 
will play a charity concert at the 
Norwood Town Hall in conjunction 
with the Variety Club of SA. 
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HMAS Adelaide 's 'Freedom of 
the City' is planned for 9 November 
with the Navy Band and 
presentation of the flag at 6:30pm , 
ceremonial 'Beat to Quarters '. 
Adelaide is open to visitors on 10 
November and sails the next day. 

HMAS Brisbane arrives and is 
open for tours on 15 November and 
sails on the 18th. The flag at 
Hindma rsh is lowered on the same 
day. The NRC sailing regatta and 
parade will be held at Port Adelaide 
on 16 November . 

This is a tentative, if not long
winded, programme . Do try and 
participate in some or all of the 
above events. 

The SA Division is still very keen 
to see the National Constitution 
brought up to speed and have 
forwarded several suggestions for 
discussion at the next National 
Conference to be held in 
Queensland . We only ask that the 
executive and committee give the 
SA delegate a reasonable chance to 
put our recommen dations/ 
suggestions forward . [Make sure 
they're on the agenda. Ed.] Just in 
case the reverse is true , we will 
purchase a couple of flak jackets 
from disposals . 

I have forwarded a brief history 
of the Fleet Air Arm to the editor of 
the popular 'Air Force -SA' 
magazine . They seemed quite 
receptive to the format and will even 
locate from their vast library of 
photographs , appropriate FM 
pictures to add interest. I do hope 
they can get it right, in their October 

Anzac Day 1996 - Some of the South Australian stalwarts strutting their stuff . 
Photo courtesy Ambrose Boulter 

'95 edition they had a photograph of 
a Blackburn Firebrand which had 
come to grief on the deck of HM8S 
Implacable in 1948 (photocopy 
included) . 

I bet Navy Office had a torr id 
time check ing through its inventory 
to see what the hell happened to the 
'Australian ' ship, Implacable . 

Members who have recently 
jo ined the SA Division are George 
Mullins and Henry Campey . 
Welcome aboard , gentlemen. 

Ken Bryant has endorsed 
everyone's opinion on Tasman ia's 
Shropshire Park. "It was definitely 
worth a stop-off ', he said. There are 
meeting nights where we can't shut 
him up. 

I believe that Ken Hyde is, or 
has, planned a visit to the ANAM at 
Nowra to assist with the cataloguing 
of spares . Good work! 

Maurice Davis is off to England 
to visit family and a few of the RN 
bases with the FM Museum as a 
bonus. 

Asbestos testing has been 
recommended to all ex-Navy 
personnel, if you wish to make an 
appointment then contact Keswick 
Barracks on (08) 305 6601 , or 
phone our secretary on 344 8812 for 
the appropriate paperwork to be 
sent to you . 

Mr Bob Jarrett , 54, of Salisbury 
East, is currently restoring a DH 
Sea Venom jet fighter . He and his 
privately funded 'Classic' jet fighter 
museum plan to open th is month 
(July '96) at Parafield Airport . 

He and his team have 
spent thousa nds of hours 
restoring (sound familiar? ) 
war plane s, mainly RMF 
and Navy Jets. other aircraft 
artifacts include, cockp its, 
engines, instrument panels 
and flying suits . I just bet 
those airport metal detectors 
go berserk when he lobs 
home. 

It would be a good idea to 
keep him clear of our own 
FM · museum . One could 
imagine someone like Bob 
prising a 20mm ·Hispano 
cannon from the static 
display and shoving it under 
his trench coat - well , maybe 
not! 

I will finish off by wishing 
all members from all States, 
good health and happiness. 
Roger Harrison 
Hon. Whipping Boy 



VICTORIA 

Greetings to one and all. 
The weather was a little unkind 

to us on Anzac Day this year, it was 
raining . I had a quiet word in 
Monsignor 'Tiger' Lyons ear and 
suggested that he should speak to a 
'higher authority' . After a short 
period of contemplation, 'Tiger' said 
that it wouldn't rain whilst we were 
marching. Guess what? - It didn't! 

Like Ripley's 'Believe it or Not', 
our State President, Les Jordan, did 
actually make it to the march this 
year. That man will do almost 
anything to get out of marching - he 
provides all kinds of 'wuss' excuses, 
heart by-pass operation, appendix 
removal, the list goes on and on. 
You name it, he's had it! 

All joking aside, it was great to 
have him in good health and to lead 
our association 's contingent of forty
eight fine gentlemen. Several of our 
regulars were absent this year for 
various reasons, illness and the like. 
Danny O'Keefe , Arthur Traynor , 
Anne Taylor, Bryan Roberts to 
name just a few. 

My old mate, Geoff Litchfield 
came down from Tamworth, it 
looked a little doubtful in the year 
that he would be able to make it, but 
alas, he did. 

Ron Andrews came down from 
Bendigo, Brian Terry from Echuca, 
Bill Martin and Cal Pain from Mount 
Eliza, in all , a good turn up - but of 
course - it would be nice if a few 
more could make the effort on this 
important day. 

Special mention must be once 
again made to our 'Groupies ' who 
were once again out in strength, 
adding that special support they 
give so well. Thank you, ladies -
your efforts are greatly appreciated . 

The after-march reunion was 
held at the Melbourne Naval Centre. 
Each year the Submarine 
Association join with us for a spit 
roast lunch. We were allocated the 
main function room and, seeing that 
we had approximately ninety meals 
to be served , a marquee was 
erected in the garden area for the 
overflow from the main dining area. 
To cut a long story short , another 
ship's association decided that the 
marquee was a great idea and took 
it over for their sole use - apart from 
this hiccup all went well and a great 
day was had by all . We have been 
assured by the management of the 
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venue that this misunderstanding 
will not occur again, with this in 
mind, we have re-booked the centre 
for Anzac Day '97. 

The last social function we held 
was a Sunday Lunch at the 
Hampton RSL and we thank John 

'Champion for organising the venue. 
All who attended had a very 
pleasant time . 

The next important event for the 
Division will be the RAN FAA 
Remembrance Service at HMAS 
Cerberus. This will be conducted 
on Sunday 25 August '96, 
commencing at 10:00 with a church 
service at St. Marks, the all 
denomination chapel. Afterwards, a 
short ceremony and wreath laying 
will be conducted at the RAN FAA 
Memorial in the Memorial Gardens 
between the chapels. It is pleasing 
that the Commanding Officer of 
HMAS Cerberus , Captain K.J. 
Scarce RAN, has graciously 
accepted our invitation to attend the 
church service. 

On completion of the services, 
you are invited to the Warrant 
Officers and Senior Sailor's Mess 
for a light refreshments , full bar 
facilities will be available . 

Would you please inform the 
Social Co-ordinator or Secretary on . 
(03) 9764 5542 if you will be 
attending Cerberus so that we can 
arrange the catering. Thank you. 

Please take note of the follow ing 
dates, we would like to see you. 

Sunday 22 September '96 -
Meeting to be held at Melbourne 
Naval Centre commencing at 1200. 

7 November '96 - Federal 
Council Meeting and Reunion at 
Tweed Heads. 

8 December '96 - Meeting and 
Christmas Break-up commencing at 
1200 to be held at the Melbourne 
Naval Centre, 146 Toorak Road 
(West), South Yarra. 

May I take this opportunity to 
welcome aboard the following new 
members, Dianne Stanfield, and 
Jack and Margaret Berry, may your 
membership be both long and 
enjoyable . 

On the subject of membership, if 
anyone out there knows someone 
who is eligible to join our 
association, give them an 
application form, get them to come 
along to the functions, join good 
company and possibly meet up with 
old shipmates . The AIMS on the 
application form say it all. 

Anne Jackson, a member of the 
Division , is the co-author of a book 
titled , 'Hitting the Deck', a war-time 
story of Anne's late husband , Eric, 
who served with 808 Squadron. See 
elsewhere in th is edit ion of 
Slipstream for the details . 

That is about all for now from 
the 'Garden State' , we look forward 
to catching up with some of you 
later in the year in 'Sunny 
Queensland' . 

Ron Christie - Hon. Secretary. 

TASMANIA 

Sorry readers - no news as yet 
from the 'Apple Isle'. 

An ex-Taswegian has to ld me 
that they hibernate like brown bears 
in the winter . He also assured me 
that we will know when it's over by 
the enormous bang when they 
simultaneously remove the large 
pebbles from 'you-know-whe re'. 

I await in eager anticipation with 
ear-muffs removed. Ed. 

Australian Capital Territory 

The ACT members have slowly 
subsided into hibernation since 1 
June . The Canberra winter has 
been relatively mild so far but the 
icy southern winds are due to start 
now that there has been some snow 
falls on the southern alps. This is a 
great place to live three seasons of 
the year but things get a bit 
uncomfortable in winter . It is great 
tor · those members who are retired 
and don't have to get out of bed until 
midday or leave the house if they 
don't want to . There is one positive 
thing you can say about Canberra 
and that is it has four distinct 
seasons . 

There was a strong contingent of 
ex and serving RAN personnel , 
including many senior officers, at 
the funeral of CORE Ken Gray RAN 
Rtd which was held at St Johns 
Church in Reid on 14 June. Ken, 
who passed away on 10 June, was 
ex-RAAF and an ex-RAN aviator 
(21st Carrier Air Group ) who 
changed to general service. He also 
spent some time as the Executive 
Officer in HMAS Albatross . The 
Division was represented at the 
service by Mike Astbury . 

Our thoughts and prayers are 
also with Brian and Connie Treloar 
whose son-in-law , Clark Stitz, an 



ex-RAN aviator, passed away on 4 
June. 

A small group of hardy souls 
(Phil Landon, Les Powell, Richard 
Scott, Maurie Tiffen and Mike 
Astbury) enjoyed a social golf day at 
RMC Duntroon on14 June. I have 
played the occasional game in the 
past but I am not fami liar with the 
golfing term "burgled" which is what 
I believe Richard did to the others. 
Sounds positively indecent. 
Anyway, the day was reported as 
very pleasant and relaxing. A great 
life for some. 

The Division held its mid-winter 
dinner at the Canberra Institute of 
Technology School of Tourism and 
Hospitality Restaurant at Reid (what 
a mouthful) on Friday 21 June. The 
event was fully booked and 30 
members and their wives enjoyed 
first class service, an excellent meal 
and a very convivial evening. Only 
limited numbers could attend so 
Daphne Clarke, our Social 
Secretary, had to compile a stand
by list in the event of last minute 
cancellations. 

A group of four members (Mike 
Astbury, Les Powell, Brian Farthing 
and Maurie Tiffen) spent a couple 
of days at the Australian Naval 
Aviation Museum recently . The 
group of willing volunteers assisted 
Les Matterson in clearing out one of 
the Museum store rooms. 

Welcome aboard to our new 
members, CAPT Tom Stodulka 
RANR, CMDR Phil Landon RAN 
Julie Coker-Godson and Bernard 
Coker-Godson Jnr. We hope you 
all enjoy your time with the 
Association and look forward to 
seeing you at our meetings and 
social events. 

The ACT Division Annual Mess 
Dinner will be held at the Join t 
Services Staff College on Friday, 25 
October. This was a very popular 
event last year so if any members 
from other Divisions who may be in 
town on that date would like to 
attend please call Daphne Clarke on 
(06) 286 3940 . ACT Division 
members should advise Daphne as 
soon as possible if they would like to 
attend. Individual letters will be sent 
to ACT members closer to the date 
as a reminder. The cost will be 
approximately $20.00 per head. 

Peter Schilling - Hon. Secretary 

HOW ABOUT SOME PHOTO'S OF 
YOUR DIVISION'S ACTIVITIES? 

Don't forget! Rocking chairs 
need a slow shutter speed ...... . 

t ' • 
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-I._ _N_E_w_s_o_u_T_n_w_A_L_E_s _ __J 

Hello, and greetings to everyone. 
The Management Committee 

meetings continue to be well 
attended, Stafford Lowe and Barry 
Roberts trav~I down from Sydney 
each month for the couple of hours 
the meeting takes, then head off 
home again . We appreciate their 
determination in support of the 
association . All business brought to 
our notice so far this year has been 
satisfactorily dealt with . 

The museum Family Air Day 
held in May was a very busy time for 
us, our food stalls were flat out 
keeping up with the demands for 
victuals, at the conclus ion, our 
share of the profits kept the 
Treasurer smiling. 

Sadly , Naval Association 
member, 'York ie' Collins recently 
passed away . 'Yorkie', and wife 
Heather, were tireless workers at 
our Air Day stalls . Heather , 
however, fronted up as usual and 
workad non-stop all day. Thank you, 
Heather, we look forward to your 
company at the 25 August Air Day. 
The Family Air Days are becoming 
like mini-reunions as more and 
more of our former shipmates show 
up for the day. It's great to see them 
again. 

Our sincere condolences also go 
to the Cronin family at the sad loss 
of Bob's wife , Edna. 

Our raffle in aid of the History 
Fund enabled us to donate $2,500 
to the cause. Thank you all for your 
support . The winner was Bruce 
Bounds, but due to ill health he was 
unable to accept the prize and 
asked · that the value of the win be 
donated to the ANAM. This was a 
most generous gesture, it has been 
done and we thank him for it. 

The committee tasked with the 
organisation of the 1998 National 
Conference and Reunion have been 
meeting regularly in an endeavour 
to combine reunion activities with 
the 50th Ann iversary of HMAS 
Albatross . The format is now 
roughed out and should be ready for 
presentation at the Tweed Heads 
conference. 

Our annual George Blonde! 
Yulefest was held recently at the 
Bomaderry Bowling Club with about 
70 people attending. A great night 
was had and thanks go to Jim Lee, 
his helpers and Zoe Blonde! for 
arranging and conducting a very 

enjoyable night. 
This is all for now, I hope all 

members and their families are well. 
Yours aye, 

Max Aftham - NSW President 

QUEENSLAND 

Mick Blair is STILL Vice-
President! So he told me after he 
was left off the list of Office Bearers 
in the last edition of Slipstream . 

Hi - to all from our gang up here. 
It's pleasing to see that word of the 
Association is spreading and new 
members are steadily coming in. 

We had a great roll-up on Anzac 
Day with about 45 marching in 
Brisbane fo llowed by more than 60 
attending the social activities that 
followed at the Bul imba Army 
Barracks . We are provided with the 
Officer's Mess complete with bar 
staff, while Ian and Florence 
Henderson arrange the tea, coffee 
and sandwiches. 

'Shorty' Neilson's 60th birthday 
was celebrated on the same day, he 
was presented with a walking stick , 
which was fully equipped with a 
hooter and stubby ho!der, plus a 
beaut birthday cake. 

One new member turned up, but 
only for a short ti me as he had to go 
to another 'do' at Cleveland RSL - I 
think he was the last to leave at 
sundown . 

'Nugget' Nugent's grandso n 
marched with us and he and Flossie 
presented us with a framed FAA 
logo done by their son. 

Noel Fischer provided a bus 
from town to Bulimba and return 
which was greatly apprec iated. 
Thanks, Noel. 

'Jock' Coll ins and Trevor Bolitho 
are achieving good things at the 
Queensland Air Museum at 
Caloundra. They have got hold of an 
old runway control van , repainted it 
and set up a display of instruments 
and photographs . 

The cut-away Double Mamba is 
on display in the hangar. The 
Gannet is standing with the wings 
spread - more work to be done on 
that - cockpit, canopies and the 
drop-down step are yet to come. 
'Jock' arranged for a truckload of 
bits and pieces to come up from 
Nowra , unfortunately, 'Juke' 
Matterson and Bill Kerr couldn't 
come up with it, but I have heard 
that Frank McPherson may be 



coming up here soon. 
Caloundra City Council is in the 

process of adopting 816 Squadron 
and grant ing it the Freedom of the 
City, which is terrific! I thought I'd 
invited the move after meet ing 
Cmdr Malcolm Wright , CO of 816 
Squadron - 'Jock' said that he had 
got on to one of the councillors who 
work at the Caloundra museum . 
Anyhow , Malcolm phoned has 
phoned me to say that CNS has 
approved the deal. We will be 
presenting the 816 Squadron Battle 
Honours [which were found floating 
in Hervey Bay - as mentioned in an 
earlier edition of Slipstream . Ed] 
back to the squadron at the reunion 
in November. It is very likely that a 
civic reception could take place at 
Caloundra at a later date and that 
the Association will be involved -
more news on that later. 

A few weeks ago, Harry 
Harkness phoned me to say that ex
WO Writer , 'Blue' Dennis Guild , was 
very ill. 'Blue' lived in Brighton, near 
Sandgate. I phoned him and 
discovered that we were at FND 
together. He spent a lot of time at 
Albatross and played for the Navy 
Rugby Team along with Bob 
Conellan and Harry Harkness and 
Co. Anyhow, I went to see him and 
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ANZAC DAY MARCH 1996 - QUEENSLAND DIVISION 
With Barry Lister in the lead and flag bearers L-R: Barry Sargeson , Mick Blair 

and Ian 'Junior ' Henderson'. Noel Fischer is the one out-of-step ' 
Photo courtesy Mick Blair 

he said that his aim was to see the 
US Golf and the State of Origin 
game - he achieved his aim and 
sadly passed away the next 
evening. 

I was with him just prior to the 
final moment, it was very sad to see 
him suffering from the melanoma 

-'sun cancer' , I 
believe. There was 
no service for him 
and his ashes came 
to me. I took them to 
Ann, his long-term 
girl, they went to Paul 
Goddard in Nowra so 
they could be spread 
in Jervis Bay. 'Blue' 
made the Navy his 
family. 

Bob Bryce tells 
me that the 
registrations for the 
reunion in November 
are increasing - 450 
at the last count (we 
have a beer or two 
swinging on the final 
numbers) . 

forms should appear in th is edition 
of the journal , if not, please contact 
Mick Blair at 5 York Place, Albany 
Creek, Qld 4035 or phone (073) 246 
1207 . Mick will be issuing the t ickets 
- cheques should be made out to the 
'FAA Association ' ana be 
accompanied with a self-addressed 
and stamped envelope for return of 
the tickets . The draw will be carried 
out at the Pools ide Cocktail Party on 
09 November 1996 . 

We have just been advised nat 
Rear Admiral Barrie, Deputy C 1ef 
of Naval Staff will be attending the 
reunion and take the salute at the 
march-pas t. Vice Admira l Tayl or. 
CNS, sends his apologies and best 
wishes for a successfu l reunion. 

Over the past few years, ex-SE, 
Barry Andrews , has done some 
work for us at his canvas and 
camp ing business . The committee 
decided to say thank you, by 
presenting him with one of our FAA 
plaques, Mick Blair and I carried 
out the presentation . Barry has been 
badly affected from the Voyager! 
Evans accidents and after listening 
to his story, we weren 't surprised. 
Things are much better now and 
he's one of those looking for 
compensation . 

Some time ago I wrote to Peter 
Slipper MP, with reference to the NZ 
Skyhawk operations at Nowra, I 
have forwarded the reply to the 
Editor for publication in this issue. 

Kind regards to all , 
'Shorty' Neilson and his 'Jake'the-Peg' kit 

Photo courtesy Mick Blair 

We have applied 
for a permit to 
operate the Art Union 
for Darcy Doyle's 
proof print of HMS 
Endeavour , the photo 
appeared in the 
January '96 edition of 
Slipstream . There will 
be 5,000 tickets in 
books of five at $1 
per ticket. Order 

Barry Uster -State President 
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Australian Naval Aviation Museum 
Dear Readers 

You will be pleased to know that 
the museum continues to 
flourish with increase d visitors 
and development. The following 
sitrep may be of interest. 

THE HISTORY 

The author , Bob Nicholls has 
written a separate article in this 
edition of Slipstream, but I would 
still like to take this opportunity to 
ask for materials for the book . 
Stories, photographs , illustrations, 
newspaper clippings - even tape 
recordings of your salty tales - we 
need the lot. In some cases we will 
even come and interview you at 
home - whatever, if you are shy! 
Please do not let these gems of our 
history go untapped, we urgently 
need your input to make this project 
a success. 

BOOK ORDERS 

We need your advance orders to 
finance the project. You get a 20% 
discount, a numbered book and the 
author 's signature . All that is 
required to place an order is a 

telephone to Tessa , (044) 21 1990 
or Fax (044) 21 1999, with your 
credit card details. We also do 
instalments! Receipts / 
acknowledgements are by return 
post. 

FAMILY AIR DAYS 

The 19 May Family Air Day at the 
museum and NAS was an 
outstanding success. Our sincere 
appreciation is extended to all FAA 
members who assisted so willing ly 
in setting up and participating on the 
day. It was not our record 
attendance but it was by far the 
most spectacular flying display and 
a good family fun atmosphere 
prevailed . Our future programme is 
25 August, 24 November 1996 and 
26 January , 04 May, 24 August, 23 
November 1997. 

OLD MUSEUM SITE 

The 'old museum' building was 
finally demolished in early June . 
This was the last of a number of 
WWII buildings which have served 
us well and were very much a part 
of our .history . The building had 
been declared as being unsafe for 

the public so 
it had to go. 
We plan to 
erect an 
Army demountable hangar 
(currently occupying the 'H' hangar 
site) in its place, this will temporar ily 
house the RAN Historic Flight and 
our 'mountain ' of stores . 

AVIATION STORES 
PROJECT 

Les Matterson, Peter Penny and 
their team are performing miracles 
with their collecting, cata loguing 
and stowage of aircraft spare parts. 
The project is now well oiled with a 
strong team of supporters - local 
FAAA members involved in this task 
may soon be joi ned by members 
from other States . The major part of 
the project is yet to come . The 
transferr ing of all the stores in 'H' 
hangar in preparation for the 
resiting of the hangar on the 
museum site. BZ to all concerned. 

THE SHOALHAVEN CITY 
AIR TERMINAL 

Both the City Council and NAS have 
agreed to relocate the Aviation 



Terminal from the 'Maslin' site to 
the museum . We will develop a 
waiting room facility and extend 'A' 
hangar hard-standing for 
passenger arrivals and 
departures . The official opening is 
planned for October this year. 

AIRCRAFT ASSETS 

As you may have been aware, the 
ownership of some of the aircraft 
in our collection had been in doubt 
and we have spent the last three 
years tracking each aircraft 
history . A proposal to formally 
transfer all aircraft to the museum 
ownership was put forward to the 
Minister for Defence and Finance 
- that proposal has now been 
approved and accepted , much to 
the relief of all concerned . 

AIRCRAFT ACQUISITION 

The USN have agreed to 
perpetually loan us a F14 Tomcat 
and have not closed the door on 
our request to fly it to NAS Nowra . 
Watch this space! 
We have written to the RAAF to 
keep the pot boiling on the transfer 
of a Macchi (ex-RAN) back to us 
when they leave operational 
service. 
The RAAF have also agreed to 
allocate a Wingeel to us and we 
are awaiting Ministerial approval. 
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MUSEUM SHOP 

We have an extensive range of 
merchandise . Ring for a catalogue if 
you need a present for the friend - or 
the wife . The FAAA shop in Hunter 
Block is being closed down and we · 
are going to sell their range of 
products for the Association - to 

A TIFFYY'S ODYSSEY 
near Swan 
Island while he 
waited for better 

by C.C.Price 
December 1995 

Tiffy's Oddysey continued ... 

.... Our cargoes from Port Phillip 
were many and varied and were 
dumped in Bass Strait. In very bad 
weather we would run to Currie at 
King Island for shelter. On one 
occasion we landed one of the crew 
at Apollo Bay, he was suffering from 
appendicitis . On another , after we 
entered the Strait in bad weather I 
saw the skipper's girl friend leave 
his cabin, stagger to the rail for the 
'big spit' and hastily return. The only 
time I heard grumbling from the lads 
was following our dumping of a 
powder rumoured to be an 
ingredient of poison-gas . The 
complaint being that the soles of 
their boots were falling off . The 
boots were replaced immediately . 

The skipper gave me a fright one 
night when he put her on the mud 

weather before 
venturing into 
the Stra it. He 

was not worried and with the 
incoming tide he was proved right 
again . The location was very close 
to the decaying hulk of a submarine , 
the J3 . 

By this time we were nearing 
completion of our work in 
Melbourne , but before our departure 
we were ordered to go to Port 
Welshpool in Gippsland to pick up a 
cargo of coal that was left on the 
jetty by a WW2 minesweeper . I 
think it was the Doomba. On our 
arrival there, two watches were 
granted leave and they immediately 
went ashore and got drunk . On their 
way back to the ship they stole a 
ladies bicycle and were taking turns 
riding it. One lad rode it up the long 
jetty but didn't realise it was in the 
form of a "T' and hit the end of the 
jetty . Doing a swallow dive into the 
drink , he lost the bike in the 

membe rs only ! You can phone us 
for orders in the same manner as 
for the book - just add 10% for post 
and packing - ask for Kaylene. 

Best w ishes to all FAAA members 
and the ir families . 

Mike Lehan - Director 

process . It wasn't long before the 
local police were aboard 
interviewing the skip per, who 
requested the matter be left in his 
hands until mid-morn ing. Then he 
'cleared lower deck' and announced 
that all the ships company wou ld 
contrib ute immed iate ly towards a 
new bike. On counting the 'kitty' 
there was suffi cient to buy the girl a 
new bike and enough left over fo r a 
gift . 

We loaded our cargo of coal and 
left Port We lshpool with a lot of 
goodw ill from the local people 
towards the Navy . On our return to 
Melbourne we were ordered to coal 
and proceed to Sydney. As Uralba 
only had one small coal bunker, our 
Captain decided to carr y further 
stocks in large pack ing cases 
located around the deck. When fully 
loaded we headed down the bay out 
through the heads , across 
'paddock', around the corner and 
up the coast reaching Sydney after 
a slow but uneventful t rip . The 
Skipper took one precaution before 
leaving Port Melbourne however , 



he had chains fitted to the wooden 
rudder. I don't think he placed too 
much reliance in that area of his 
ship. 

The ships company were very 
fortunate at this time as we had an 
excellent cook and the meals were 
first class. I asked him one day why 
it was that a Chef with his ability 
was serving in the Navy. After some 
hesitation, he told me he had been 
charged before a magistrate in 
Adelaide and was told he had two 
choices, jail or the Navy! On our 
arrival in Sydney we were ordered to 
berth at No.8 Walsh Bay just under 
the Harbour Bridge , on the left 
heading up the harbour. This was to 
remain our main berth until the ship 
'paid off. 

The Captain decided to take the 
cargo to sea during the night. After 
loading he would proceed to 
Watsons Bay to berth at the jetty 
and head out through the heads at 
around midnight. I was living at 
Manly at the time and was having 
great difficulty in getting to Watsons 
Bay on time. The skipper decided to 
have the duty ERA take the ship 
from the berth at Walsh Bay down 
to Watsons Bay and would wait until 
I arrived. Then he would cast off and 
we would steam out through the 
heads to our task . 

There were a few incidents that 
occurred on the Uralba that I think 
are worth mention ing. On one 
occasion we had anchored for the 
night off Spectacle Island, 
preparatory to loading a cargo the 
next day, when a great storm blew 
up. Out of the darkness came an old 
ferry which had broken its moorings 
further up the Harbour, it crashed 
into the Uralba then drifted away 
into the darkness. Examination of 
the Uralba revealed a few feet of our 
very robust sponson had been 
carried away, otherwise we were 
intact. We had received no warning ; 
it was over in a few seconds . 

We received orders to proceed 
to Balmoral Naval Depot and berth 
at the wharf, the skipper had great 
difficulty getting the ship alongside. 
When he finally rang down 'finished 
with engines', I foolishly passed a 
disparaging remark to the stoker on 
watch and found the sKipper 
standing beside me. The outcome 
of it was, that he invited me up on 
the bridge to have a go at it the next 
time it had to be done. He soon 
forgave me, however. 

At the berth at Walsh Bay, new 
piles had been diven in behind the 
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old ones. At low tide, the sponson of 
the Ura/ba slipped in under the old 
piles and when the tide came in the 
sponson became trapped. The ship 
listed and the sponson gave way 
with the expensive noise of 
splintering timber . That particular 
Quarter-master always seemed to 
be on duty from then on! 

At the time, there was a Royal 
Navy carrier loading aircraft and 
dumping them in the same general 
area as ourselves . Maybe this was 
what prompted the skipper to do his 
dumping at night. 

On the 26 Feb 1946 I underwent 
an oral examination for a certificate 
to take charge of the engines of a 
small ship. My papers were 
endorsed for 'Trawler Class 
Reciprocating Steam'. As I had 
been doing the job since 1 1 Oct 
1945, I guess someone decided to 
make it legal. 

The examining officer was an 
Eng.Lt. who was known throughout 
the fleet as 'Boyo'. I was given about 
one hours notice for this 
examination . The first question he 
directed to me was to explain in 
detail the operation of the flooding 
devices for the magazines of an 8 
in. Cruiser. I had never received any 
instruction on this subject and had 
never been on board an 8 in. County 
class cruiser. I soon realised 'Boyo' 
knew a lot more than I did about 
steam . turbines , automatic feed 
regulators and superheaters . Of 
firetu be boilers, antique steam 
reciprocating engines of the type 
fitted to the Uralba or as fitted in 
corvettes, he knew S-F-A-. 

I served eight eventful months 
on the Ura/ba and at no time during 
that ·period was I visited by any of 
the Engineer Officers of the fleet to 
offer advice or help of any kind. I 
obtained a copy of the Marine 
Engineers bible, 'Southern's Verbal 
Notes and Sketches' , and was 
determined never to be 
embarrassed again by people like 
'Boyo'. 

At the time I had a request in 
the system to change to the 
Permanent Navy. My request was 
granted and on the 28 Feb 1946 I 
started a new career. 

On the 20 Aug 1946, the Uralba 
paid off , but I was left aboard alone 
to reconcile the Permanent Loan 
Register and prepare her machinery 
for the Marine Insurance inspection . 
All went well with the Loan Register 
until I found I was missing a bottle 

of refrigerant gas . I had done my 
best at Garden Island to have it 
written off, but to no avail. In 
desperation , I tried again after a few 
sleepless nights , but this time I 
carried with me a carton of 
cigarettes . It didn't take long to 
establish that a bottle of that serial 
number had been issued to the 
Fleet Tanker Bishopdale , an old 
friend of my Katoomba service. The 
carton of cigarette s changed hands 
and everyone was happy, the ledger 
was suitably annotated. 

During his inspection the Marine 
Surveyor found a crack in the 
propeller shaft and the boiler 
needed a de-scaling to remove salt. 
The shaft had been made up by 
keying and welding flanges at either 
end; the crack was around the weld 
on one flange and was not a major 
problem . 

During the eight months I 
served aboard the Uralba, I had 
formed a close friendship with her 
Captain . He wore the uniform of the 
Seagoing Reserve, but at heart he 
was not a Naval Officer . He was, 
however , a good seaman and a 
credit to the Merchant Navy to which 
he rightly belonged. I am richer in 
spirit for ·having served with him. 

The Uralba was finally returned 
to her original owners , the North 
Coast Steam Navigation Company 
on the 27 Jul 1947. She was later 
purchased by the State Electricity 
Commission of Victoria for 30,000 
Pounds ($60,000) and was used to 
transport cement, timber and poles 
between Devonport , in Tasmania , 
and Melbourne. It was also intehded 
to ship steel from Newcastle , NSW. 

They believed that she was the 
largest wooden ship on the 
Australian coast. Under the SEC 
flag she carried two qual ified 
engineers, a Chief and a Second, 
and on the upper deck a Master and 
a Chief Officer. Hell, they got me 
cheap didn't they?. Long after I left 
the Navy I would see her being 
ripped apart on the Maribyrnong 
River. In Nov 1971 she was towed 
down Port Phillip Bay and sunk to 
form part of an artificial reef. This 
task was carried out by a former 
FAA Chief Air Fitter, 'Happy' Clark, 
now a Master Mariner . 

On the 22 Aug 1946 I was 
drafted to a corvette , HMAS 
Uthgow, an old friend from WW2 . 
She carried no Engineer Officer and 
I found I was the Senior ERA of the 
four artificers on board and, I had a 
certificate to take charge of the 



engines of a small ship, albeit of the 
Trawler Class . I became the Acting 
Engineer Officer, my 'Employment 
and Efficiency Record' later being 
annotated 'General Daywork 
Duties'. 

Little did I know what was in 
store for me; a check of her 
machinery soon indicated that 
everything was in need of a major 
overhaul. It was obvious that very 
little had been done on her since her 
hard service during WW2 . The 
'Southern Cross' diesel engine 
component of the 25kW auxil iary 
electrical generator had been 
replaced with a Leyland diesel 
which I was told had been removed 
from an Army tank . The installation 
plumbing was the crudest I had ever 
seen, however, it did run and gave 
me no trouble what-so-ever . 

Most of the crew were new to the 
ship, which at the time I joined her 
was berthed on the eastern side of 
Garden Island . Her engine-room 
was full of booty that the previous 
crew had brought down from the 
Pacific Islands, and comprised a 2 
Y2 HP Ronaldson Bros. and Tippet 
stationary engine, US aircraft bomb 
hoists, a vice and Japanese metric 
spanners etc. They had evidently 
had great difficulty in getting it all on 
board and hauling it thousands of 
miles only to find that on arrival at 
Garden Island they couldn't get it 
through the Police gate. 

Wanting a clean engine-room , I 
decided it had to be put ashore , 
realising that it would be of great 
help to my family if I could get it all 
to Melbourne. Having got the OK 
from the ships officers, I put on my 
No.1 uniform and confronted the 
Superintendent of Naval Police, a 
much feared gentleman named 
Gudgeon, known throughout the 
Fleet as 'Bluey'. On my arrival at his 
office I stated my case, resulting in 
him signing a pass permitting me to 
take the equipment off the Island 
subject to an inspection by his 
police at the gate. I soon made 
arrangements for a naval truck to 
take it all to the Sydney depot of an 
interstate haulier called 'Service 
Transport' . It all arrived safely in 
Melbourne and after minor repairs 
to the magneto, the engine gave 
many years of useful service driving 
a drag-saw , timber getting, at 
Kinglake, Victoria. I am still using 
one of the bomb hoists for tree 
pulling and fitting engines to cars . 

to be continued ..... . 
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First Speech: 
I'm an autocratic figure in these democratic States; 
A dandy demonstration of hereditary traits. 
As the Barrymores and Duponts and others I could name 
Have inherited positions that perpetuate their fame -
As the children of the bakers bake the most delicious breads -
And the sons of Casanova fill the most exclusive beds, 
My position in the structure of society I owe 
To the qualities my parents bequeathed me long ago; 
My father was a gentleman - and musical to boot, 
He played the grand piano in a house of ill repute, 
The madam was a lady, a credit to her cult , 
She liked my father's playing and I was the result, 
So it's to my mother and my father that I now have to thank 
That I am now the President of a national city bank. 

Second Speech: 
In a cosy little farmyard in a dosy little dell, 
A quaint old-fashioned farmer and his daughter used to dwell. 
She was pretty, she was charming, she was meek and she was mild , 
And her sympathies were such that she was frequently with child . 
She had a sense of humour and I could often make her grin, 
By childishly enquiring who my pappy could have bin. 
Now the hired man was fancied by the gals of mother's set, 
And the travelling man from Scranton was an even money bet; 
But such were mother's morals and such was her allure 
That even Mr Roosevelt wasn't altogether sure . 
So I took my mother's morals and I took my father's crust, 
And I grew to be the founder of a chaste investment trust. 

Third Speech: 
In a dirty little chain gang on a dusty Southern road, 
My late lamented daddy found a permanent abode. 
Now some were there for stealing, but daddy's little fault 
Was an overwhelming weakness for criminal assault, 
And tho' his total list of victims was particularly rich, 
And one of them was mother, he could never tell me which; 
His philosophy was simple and free from moral tape, 
Seduction is for sissies, a he-man likes his rape. 
I never went to college but I got me a degree, 
I reckon I'm a sample of a perfect S-0-B. 
I'm a debit to my country, but a credit to my dad, 
I'm the most expensive Senator this country ever had, 
And I've remembered daddy's warning that raping is a crime , 
Unless you rape the voters a million at a time. 

Fourth Speech: 
I'm an ordinary figure in these democratic States, 
A pathetic revelation of hereditary traits; 
As the children of the cops have the biggest, flattest feet, 
And the daughter of the harlot has a waggle in her seat, 
My position at the bottom of society I owe, 
To the qualities of my parents bequeathed me long ago, 
My father was a married man, and what is even more, 
He was married to my mother, a fact which I deplore, 
I was born in Holy wedlock and consequently by and by 
I was robbed by every bastard that had plunder in his eye. 
But now I've learnt my lesson and I'm on the proper track -
I'm a self-appointed bastard and I'm out to get it back! 
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