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FOREWORD 

By 
His Worship, 
The Mayor, 
Councillor Max Atkins 

It has given me the greatest of pleasure 
to be involved with the development of the 
Australian Naval Aviation Museum and 
promoting the benefit of this project to our 
community. 

The Shoalhaven City Council has shown 
its confidence in this development in the 
City by pledging $500,000 over 10 years 
in 1993. We are all very committed and 
proud of this involvement and congratulate 
other sponsors, volunteers and Museum 
staff who have progressed the original idea to a fully functioning , major tourist attraction on our doorstep . 

The FleetAir Arm Association are also to be congratulated on their continued and increasing involvement in the 
functioning of the Museum. This core of volunteer workers is vital to the continued successful operation and 
development of the Museum, especially as we approach the 50th Anniversary celebration of the Fleet Air Arm and 
that of HMAS ALBATROSS. The Naval Aviation Museum will become the centre focus of the reunion planned in 
October/November 1998 and will be the showcase of a great deal of dedicated effort and hard wqrk. 

Council is extremely eager to be actively involved in this significant event and has recently approved $20,000 
towards promotion costs. I understand that over 40,000 RAN personnel have passed through HMAS ALBATROSS 
and a major effort is underway Australia wide and overseas to contact as many ex ALBATROSS personnel to join us 
in the Shoalhaven to celebrate this Golden Jubilee. 

Council and I look forward with enthusiasm to the Fleet Air Arm Reunion and we are very proud and honoured 
that it is to be combined with our annual Shoalhaven Spring Festival and Navy Week celebrations . The Shoalhaven 
will be bursting at the seams during this week of celebration, and I would advise everybody intending to visit us to 
book accommodation early. We have provided a toll free number 1800 024 261 to assist reservation processing. 

We look forward with anticipation and pleasure to meeting you in 1998 and offer our best wishes and good luck 
with the planning of your Golden Jubilee. 

Max Atkins, Mayor 
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NATIONAL PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Dear Member, 
Bob Perkins has again put together this quarter's 

Slipstream with commendable dedication and I am sure 
you will find it interesting. 

In previous message s I have spoken of the need for the 
Association to fulfil its objective of Museum support more 
effectively. It is sailing close to the wind financially and 
we must action ways of fund-rai sing to cover shortfalls in 
operating costs. In making this plea I am very mindful that 
for most of our members , the Naval Aviation Museum is 
geographically ve ·ry remote. Because the Museum 
represents what we have contributed for a significant 
proportion of our working life , it is important for all who 
might wish, to be brought into closer contact with it. 

We will therefore prepare a special article on the 
Museum for our next issue which might better inform you 
of the Museum 's operations and of the very competent and 
dedicated staff who perform them. I am sure you will feel 
considerable pride in the fact that our collective work in 
the FAA is well depicted and made interesting to visitors. 

The arrangements for the 50th Anniversary of the Fleet 
Air Arm are coming on well. I recommend you register 
early. Although it still seems a long way off in time, early 
registration is very helpful to the organizers. 

We have had a couple of good successes in the last few 
weeks. Firstly, Hawker de Havilland have most generously 
donated $35,000 for the sculpture of the monument to the 
FAA planned to be placed near the entry of the Museum. 
The purpose of this monument is to pay tribute to those 

EDITORIAL 
It is with much more confidence that I approach this , 

my second edition of "S lipstream ". 
I was greatly encouraged by the numerous 

congratulatory letters, telephone calls and personal 
approaches from member s. I thank you all for your kind 
and thoughtful remarks . 

It was pleasing to see the many responses generated by 
the "Mystery Photograph ". A number of these are included 
in this issue . Of particular interest was Eric Bush 's story 
about Ava losing the heel off her shoe during the filming 
of a scene. Several more mystery photograghs are included 
in this issue. 

You will note that "Slipstream" and "Fly Navy" (The 
official journal of the Australian Naval Aviation Museum) 
have been combined. Magazine production costs are a 
significant item in both FAAA and ANAM budgets and it 
is expected that combining the two journals will assist in 

who have served in the FAA and to those logistic supporters 
both in the Service and in its commercial support. 

The other success is that Qantas have agreed to provide 
a prize of overseas travel for a raffle to support the 50th 
Anniversary Reunion . We will be asking you through your 
Division to help make the raffle a financial success by 
selling tickets. 

Work is proceeding on the former chapel to convert it 
into the National Headquarters of the Association. It is co
located with the Museum . Hopefully it will be available to 
us soon. 

We are discussing with the Shoalhaven City Council 
the possibility of placing a Tracker on a pole in a prominent 
park area just south of the Shoal haven bridge. It will come 
into immediate view when one travels southbound over the 
bridge and show Nowra as an FAA town as well as indicate 
the nearby presence of an interesting Museum . 

The Association has nominated John Da Costa for re 
appointment to the Veterans' Review Board. John has served 
with the Board for several years with distinction and we 
could not have a more worthy person . 

I am sure that readers would like to see more 
contributions from members in Slipstream-articles or 
letters to the Editor. I am equally sure that each member 
has an interesting story to tell. It would be good to hear 
from you for the next edition. 

In the interim , very best wishes from the team at Nowra. 

Neil Ralph 

reducing the costs of production while at the same time 
maintaining (or raising) both reader interest and journal 
quality. 

You will recall that in the last issue I asked for input 
from the ladies . Well, ladies, I am still waiting! I also am 
prompted to remind you of the plea in this issue for material 
which can be included in a Women in the Navy display at 
theANAM. 

Often space (and cost) considerations do not allow me 
to print all the material sent to me in the period between 
issues in a particular magazine. Contributors are asked to 
be patient, and be assured that the material is filed away 
to be used at a later date. Remember , it is your 
contributions, no matter how minor you may think they 
are which, when added together, give the magazine its 
flavour. 
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NATIONAL SECRETARY'S LAMENT 
The period elapsed since publication of the April 

SLIPSTREAM, in fact since the Christmas 1996 
SLIPSTREAM-FLY NAVY combined publication, has been a 
busy one for me , and challenging in many respects. One 
particularly frustrating aspect is trying to keep the National Data 
Base current. 

I know that Division Secretarys are experiencing similar 
problems, to lesser degrees depending on the number of names 
on their registers of members. 

At the end of this article I hope the editor will include a portion 
of a letter from archives, dated 12 April 1994, which illustrates 
the biggest single problem faced by Association Secretarys all 
over. 

It is recognjsed that significant numbers of the Australian 
population are extremely mobile ; it seems that many members of 
the FAAA are nomadic even, with some of those more mature 
following the sun and migrating northwards . 

Even with the best goodwill and complete co-operation 
between Division Secretary s and myself to maintain up to date 
membership registers, it is impossible to get it 100% correct at 
any given time. 

You could help us to keep in contact with you. If you change 
your address make sure you include your Division Secretary on 
the list of people who need to know. 

After the return of a number of April SLIPSTREAMS by 
assorted post offices and mail centres, I have managed to send 
out nearly 30 of those, as new addresses become known. I still 
have returns cluttering up my 'Correspondence Pending ' tray for 
such notables as Reg Holton, Ray Rogers, Len Murray, Guy 
Beange, to name but a few, marked "Return to Sender". 

To keep faith with members I have tried to ensure that they do 
receive their copies of The National Journal. However , at cost 
$1.25 to addresses within NSW and $1.50 interstate to repost , 
this unnecessary drain on Association funds cannot continue. 
Particularly if a high percentage of those members are unfinancial. 

I ask every member to assist by returning Annual Subscriptions 
to his or her Division Secretary at the beginning of the respective 
Division Financial year. The cost of printing and postage is ever 
rising and there comes a point when unfinancials must be deleted 
from the list of members eligible to receive the next edition of 
SLIPSTREAM. 

The FAA Reunion '98 Committee is hard at it and doing an 
excellent job. I know Secretary Mike Lehan will include a 
comprehensive article in this edition. I don 't wish to cut across 
his domain but I do have a couple of points I feel compelled to 
comment upon. 

It will be obvious that National Reunions are very expensive 
propositions; for the organisers to stage and for attendees full 
and complete participation. Past FAA Reunions have relied 
heavily on the dedication, goodwill and free labour of volunteers 
during the period of festivities to contribute to a successful 
financial conclusion. 

In donating their time and labour , volunteers have been busy 
working instead of enjoying the programme of events. Busy 
contributing to the smooth operation of the day to day events 
when they should have been enjoying the company of old ship
mates from near and afar. Isn ' t that what Reunions are all about? 

I attended my first FAA Reunion at St. Kilda, Vic . in March 
1985. I saw first hand the hard work put in by Clem Conlan and 
his team during a most enjoyable week of events. I was personally 
involved in FAA Reunion ' 88 and thoroughly enjoyed it but I did 
miss out on the fraternisation to some degree. I didn't get a 
guernsey in '92 so enjoyed that one to the full. I again witnessed 
the sterling efforts of Bob Bryce, Reg Gilbert and Alan Hill et 
al at Twin Towns in '96. 
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National FAA Reunion '98, The (Golden) Jubilee, will be a 
very special affair, the biggest and best yet. NSW, the host 
Division, is well aware of the demands placed on volunteers during 
such an event. Irrespective of the number of members in any 
Division , volunteers come from a very small group of dedicated 
people who turn out time and again. For this occasion it has been 
decided to give the volunteers a chance to enjoy the whole show . 
Casual staff will be employed to serve you, and me. 

Having said that, it should be realised that some of our members 
are compulsive volunteers and will be on hand to offer assistance 
if required. It should also be realised that we live in enlightened 
times of "eq ual opportunity and a fair go for all". No longer can 
the Albatross Duty Watch be summarily detailed off to man car 
parks, barbeque stands or beer tents. Sailors not required for duties 
can offer their services and they can expect to be paid the going 
rate. 

In short, all staff with few exceptions will be paid staff and 
labour doesn't come cheap. This leads me to the reason I started 
all this. I have received adverse comments with regard to the costs 
for this Reunion , particularly the registration fee of $35. "What 
do l get for that", is the question most asked. You will get the 
registration form, the programme and details of costing which 
will allow you to budget and to plan your itinerary. You will get 
continuing updates as the Reunion draws nearer. You will get a ..... _ 
quality presentation pack. You will get a whole range of services 
including free transport and free secure parking. 

Another complaint brought to my attention is the cost for 
specific Reunion funct ions . Well, bearing in mind that the cost of 
labour is the most expensive sing le commodity, it would be nice 
to end up in the black. Any small profit from the (ON Base) 
functions will assist the Museum to "Preserve Our Heritage" so 
please support them to the best of your financial ability, and of 
course your stami na. 

I'm sure I've used up my allotted space by now so I am unable 
to bore you with statistics, as secretarys are want to do. Next time 
perhaps. 

In conclusion, please keep your Division Secretary informed 
of your dom est ic arrangements; not me, not the SLIPSTREAM 
editor, but your Division Secretary who will pass on pertinent 
information. And if possible, before any change in circumstances; 
not as an after thought, please. 

Stay financial and enjoy the benefits The Association can offer, 
including this beaut Journal. Check the address label on the 
envelope this one came in. If it shows 96 in the top left hand 
corner then you are recorded as unfinancial and most likely you 
wont get the October edition. Check with your secretary now and 
be kept up to date with the latest in the future. 

FOOTNOT E 

Dear Ferg 

Yours Aye 
Jim Lee 

Just a brief note on the depressing subject of membership. I've 
been drafted as Treasurer - just what I wanted! The acco unts are 
in reasonable shape but the membership situation is deplorable. 
We have 20 paid up members and anything up to about 130 
unfinancial members, some of whom have been this way for 
anything up to 10 years! I've enclosed a list of financial members 
and will update it from time to time so that your records are up to 
date . 

By the way, I hope that no-one can subscribe to "Slipstream" 
without becoming a member - otherwise we are going to lose a 
lot of members. Next, is there any possibility of standardising 
fees across Australia on a voluntary basis and more importantly 
the subscription for "S lipstream "?" ..... " 



NEWS FROM THE DIVISIONS 

TASMANIA 
Secretary: Mr Barry Simpson, 
PO Box 407, Ulverstone, Tas. 7315 
Phone: (H) (03) 6425 5580 

News from Tassie this issue is a bit thin on the 
ground. We are few in number and nothing much 
happens - particularly in winter. 

Firstly, ANZAC day has been and gone and we 
marched with the Naval Association contingent to 
help make up the number s. Northern people marched 
in Launceston and the Southerners with Hobart. A 
good turn-out in Launceston with fine weather and 'afters' at the 
local R.S.L. I gather all went well. Alan Andrews and I had a 
look in just after the marchers returned and even standing room 
was hard to find. 

Our quarterly meeting was held at Ulverstone the following 
Sunday with the usual post-meeting luncheon afterwards. 

1 Numbers were about 23-24, wives included. Much of the 
discussion was about the 50th anniversary re-union to be held at 
Nowra in 1998. Even at this early stage there seems to be a lot of 
interest in making the trip. This will probably be the last big one 
for many of us so let 's make it a ripper! Meet old mates again -
friendships that never die. 

Sad about Guido Zuccoli. We don't need incidents of that 
kind. I met Guido and his crew at Valleyfield Pylon Racing circuit 
where we spent a good part of the day of our first meeting talking 

about his aircraft, a Sea Fury. We spoke about the 
history of the aircraft, and his association with the 
Fleet Air Arm Association . At subsequent meetings 
we discussed modifications and alterations. I found 
Guido and his crew to be real gentlemen - nothing a 
bother to any of them . I thought the tribute to him in 
the last issue of 'Slipstream' was excellent. 

The next meeting of the Tasmanian division will 
betheA.G .M. The date : Sunday 17thAugust 1997, 

the place: Ravenswood Over 50 's Club . We would like to see you 
all there - including the new members who joined recently - many 
of whom we have not yet had a chance to meet. So please come 
and meet your old shipmates, we are easy to recognise, just look 
for the grey hair (for those who still have some hair) . Seriously! 
We would like to see you all. 

On another sad note, Barry Simpson suffered a milq stroke 
last Monday (26th May) and was admitted to Latrobe Hospital. 
His wife advises he is making a good recovery . I later spoke to 
Barry personally and he says he is coming along fine and looking 
at coming home soon. Talk about bad luck. A couple of years ago 
Barry lost his left leg below the knee! 

Keep up the good work with 'S lipstream ' and whatever 
happens don't let it lapse . Regards to all from the Tasmanian 
Division. Jake Jacobs 

A Creed To Live By 
Don't undermine your worth by comparing yourself with others. 
It is because we are different that each of us is special. 
Don't set your goals by what other people deem important. 
Only you know what is best for you. 
Don't take for granted the things closest to your heart. 
Cling to them as you would your life, for without them life is meaningless. 
Don't let your life slip through your fingers by living in the past or for the future . 
By living your life one day at a time, you live all the days of your life . 
Don't give up when you still have something to give. 
Nothing is really over .. . until the moment you stop trying. 
Don't be afraid to admit that you are less than perfect. 
It is this fragile thread that binds us to each other. 
Don't be afraid to encounter risks , it is by taking chances that we learn how to be brave. 
Don't shut love out of your life by saying it's impossible to find. 
The quickest way to receive love is to give love ; 
The fastest way to lose love is to hold it too tightly 
and the best way to keep love is to give it wings. 
Don't miss your dreams. 
To be without dreams is to be without hope: 
to be without hope is to be without purpose . 
Don 't run through life so fast that you forget not only where you've been but also where you're going. 
Life is not a race, but a journey to be savoured each step of the way. 
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NEWS FROM THE DIVISIONS 

VICTORIA 
Firstly, congratulation s to Bob 

Perkins for his excellent efforts in 
the production of the April editi on 
of Slipstream , "Well. don e Bob". 

In answer to the mystery phot ograph that app ea red on 
page 17 of that edition , the Lady , is Ava Gardiner , the 
Place , Nelson Pier , Williamstown , The Occasion , Filming 
the movie On the Beach , and checking with members o f the 
Submarine Association on Anzac Day , they ass ure m e the 
submarine is a Royal Navy A Cla ss, HMS Andr ew. Hopin g this 
clears up the myst ery? 

Talking about Anzac Day , the weather in Melbourn e was 
absolutely perfect. A very good mu ster for the march , around 
fifty five ex FAA personnel on parade . Our contin gent was led by 
the Victorian President Les Jorda n and the FAAAA Ensign bearer 

Secretar y: Ron Christie , 
15 Bianc a Court, Rowville , Vic.3178 
Phone: (03) 9764 5549 Fax: (03) 9755 5417 

John Cliffo rd we re involved in quite a serious motor 
ca r acc ident, but I am happy to report are making goo d 
prog ress on the road to recovery, Bryan Roberts and 
Cal Pain bo th recove r ing from hi p repla ce me nt 
opera tions, aga in making good prog ress , our bes t wishes 

\7 to these members and any others on the sick list, that we 
are unaware of, speedy recove ries and hopin g to see you 

a ll in the near futur e . 
On the co mpletion-of the marc h, it was back to the Melbourne 

Nava l Ce ntre for our Anzac Day Reuni on, and this yea r as usual 
the Subm ar ine Assoc iation once aga in j o ined us. Also the Bat aan 
Assoc iation reques ted permi ss ion to jo in in with our exce l lent 
Spit Roas t Lun ch, a tota l of ninety eight lunch 's being served , 
s ixty three FAAA , twe nty five Sub 's and ten Bataan, in all making 
for a very pleasa nt day, but very lonnnnnnnn g day. Thi s year the 

~ - --- ---------- - ----------- ----- - ----~ Nav y was bac k in its rightful 

FAAA of A Viclorian Division Anzac Day March 1997 - WO Ian Stanfield ( Flag Bearer) 
Fron/ row L-R Geoff Lilchfield. Ron Christie, Presidenl Les Jordan, Ralph Maye,; John Champ ion. 

2nd row L-R: John !kin (Wreath Bearer) Geoff Williams, Clem Conlan, Peter Harnev, 
Mons 'Tiger ' Lyons (Minus Head), Jack Berry. · 

pos ition, leading the parade, and 
co mbin ed with the 0900 start, 
we were back at the centre quit e 
ear ly, and the bar personnel were 
kept ex tr emely bu sy, I mu st 
rememb er to ta ke my poc ket 
reco rder with me nex t yea r, to 
record the dits and warries that 
abound on this one day o f the 
year. I might add , not al I of these 
stories co uld be repea ted e ither' 
Hopefully the Editor maybe able 
to publi sh so me o f th e 
ph o togra ph s a nd cap ti o ns , 
co urtesy of Brian Terry in this 
issue of Slipstream, taken Anz ac 
Day 1997. The Korean Veterans 
Assoc iation has kindly invit ed 
the Flee t Air Arm Assoc iation of 

WO Ian Stanfield. It was pleasing to see a few different faces in 
Australia members to partic ipate 

in a Ded ica tion of a Memorial Plaque at HMAS Cerberus to 
attendance thi s year , namely Alan 'Smiley' 
McGowan, Tony 'Slim' Smith, Ray Brauer, 
Bernie Jeffries and a new memb er Noel Lyon . 
Of course the old stalwart , Mons 'Tiger' Lyons, 
was there. it was obvious by the weather that Tiger 
must have spoken to a higher auth ority prior to 
the march . As stated previously our President 
actually led the parade , that make s it two in a 
row , amazing! Other golden oldies attending 
included , Clem Conlan, John Champion, John 
Ikin, Ralph Mayer, Geoff Litchfield, Len 
Baggott, Geoff Williams, Jim Kalmund, Geoff 
Strickland, Bruce E Smith, Alan 'Happy' 
Clark, Charlie Morris, John McAlister and 
Brian Terry down from Echuca , to name but a 

few. We did have several of our regulars who must 

have been having lessons from our Les the Pres 
Jordan , using excu ses , such as, have had a Hip 
Replacement , motor car accident etc ., just to get 
out of marching. Only kidding , Margaret and 
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A Bunch of golde n oldies. 
L-R: Ron Chrislie, Les !he Pres Jordan. Geoff S1rickland, John /kin and Happy Clark. 
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Clem Conlan has just asked Philippa Terry 
why Brian calls her Dragon Lady. 

honour all the officers and men of the RAN who served 
in HMA Ship s and Squadrons in Korea 1950-1953 . 
This Memorial Service is to be held on Sunday 29th 
June 1997 at I 030. Hopefull y we shou ld have a report 
on this even t in a later edition. 

*PLEASE NOTE: The Victorian Division will be 
~onducting its annual RAN FAA Memorial Service at 
HMAS Cerberus on Sunday 3 1st August 1997, service 
will commence at 0930. The format for the day wi11 
be, the Memorial Ser vice will be held in the Chapel of 
Saint Mark , HMAS Cerberus , followed by a brief 
service and wreath layin g at the FAA Memorial in the 
Memorial garden s. On compl etio n of these services, 
you are invited back to WO s and Senior Sai lors Mess 
for light refreshments. Full bar faci liti es wi ll be 
available at mess prices. Don 't forget to mark this date 
on your ca lendar and please make the effort to attend Left to Right: Slim Smith, Smiley McGowan and Noel Lyon. 

Smiley remarked that this was the only time I had made a note of his name without 
this important service. Please notify the Social Co- giving him the spiel about not having to say any thing unless he wished to do so. 
ordinator or Secretary on 9764 5542 if you are ~~~---~------~-~-~~~- - - - - -- -~ 

attending , to assist us with the cate rin g, thank you. 
On behalf of the President , Committee and member s I would 

like to take this opportunity to ,----------~---:::;:;::;;;;;;:::::::::=========:::~~i~il "Welcome Aboard" Noel Lyon, t' l ' '~ 

Graham Hine as new members 
and to Joan Nioholas who has 

,..-,, returned to the Association . 
'Welcome, and Welcome back 
accord ingly. 

How remiss of me , a 
"Special Thank You" to our ever 
faithful 'Groupie s' once agai n 
the y were out and about on 
Anzac Day doing their stuff, I 
know it has been said befor e, 
"But your efforts are greatly 
appreciated" Thank you Ladie s. 
Sad to hear of the EFATO 
accident that took Guido 
Zuccoli's life , condolences to 
his family, he will be sad ly 
missed. 

Till we meet again, on behalf 
of the Victorian Division, I wish 
good health and good fortune to 
all. 

Ron Christie 

The Flying Cheer Squad who sprint ed along St Kilda Road ahead of the march to stop at various points and 
call out 'Up the Birdies! ' and similar encouragements . 

l eft to Right: Betty Conlan, Beryl Clark, Sylvia !kin, Phillipa Terry, loris Siegle, 
Di Strickland and Val Christie . 
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NEWS FROM THE DIVISIONS 
Secretary: Mr Peter Schilling, 
21 Ashcroft Crescent, Weston, ACT 2611 
Ph: (W) (02) 6289 4898 
Ph: (H) (02) 6291 4681 

- AUSTRALIAN 
CAPITAL TERRITORY 

lt is with deep regret that I begin this article by 
announcin g the death of Vince Daly who died 
sudden ly on 13 April 1997. Vince's funeral was held 
in the Chapel at the Norwood Park Crematorium, 
Gungahlin ACT on 16 April. The service was well 
attended by serving and retired members of the 
RAN , members of Canberra Legacy and friends 
from the Maritime Rescue Operations Centre. 

Vince joined the RAN as a naval airmen in 1958 
and retired as a Lieutenant Commander Observer in 1977 to start 
work with the Maritime Rescue Operations Centre in Canberra. 
Vince rose to the position of Director of the Policy and Planning 
Section before his retirement from the Public Service in 1992. 

He was an avid sportsman and an active member of Legacy , 
the Naval Association and the Fleet Air Arm Association. He was 
a Committee Member of the ACT Division of the FAAA. 

The Association extends deep and sincere condolences to his 
wife, Lori . 

On a happier note, we would like to welcome our newest 
member, Gwen West (wife of Bill West) , to the Association. 

Welcome aboa rd, Gwen, we hope you will enjoy yo ur 
assoc iation with the Association 

deeper sun tan. You can't get too much further north 
than Darwin and that is where Tom and Janet 
Stodulka have taken up residence and emp loyme nt. 
Tom , we will retain you on the ACT Division's 
membership list until you have the Northern Territory 
Division of the FAAA up and running. As an incentive 
to ge t cracking we will co ntinue to se nd you 

notification of your membership renewal as it falls due . 
If any members are heading up Darwin way and want to catch 

up with Tom or Janet, give me a call on (02) 6291 4681 to get a 
contact numb er. 

Because I am sti ll in the work force (0830 to 1700 plus) , I get 
very few chances to pick up any hot gossip (read that as 'news') _. 
on our members to pas s onto other Divisions. If I could play go lf 
every day like certain other members (who are fully retired of 
course), I might pick up bits and pieces of news around the sand 
trap s. Oh well , that day will come soon eno ugh I suppose . 

Anyway , chee rs fo r now and best wishes to all Divisions. 

Last Post Our first event of the year was the ANZAC Day March 
which was attended by approx imat ely 30 serving and ex
members marching under the Association's banner. The 
March was led by the Divi sio n ·s President , Captain Mike 
Astbury RAN (Rtd). 

Playing of the Last Post is derived from the old custom 
of beating Tattoo. This word comes from the Dutch phrase 
- "doe den tap toe", meaning "turn the taps off". 

The March was fo llowed by a barbecue at the Junior 
Sailor ' s Club in HMAS HARMAN. This was the 
Division's first social function of the year anc! the fine food 
and conv ivial company was enjoyed by 33 members , their 
families and friends. 

The next social eve nt will be in July or August and will 
be either a show at the Southern Cross Club or dinner at 
one of Canberra 's more sal ubri ous restaurants. If any 
members from other Divisions are going to be in town 
around that time and would like to join us they would be 
most welcome. Just give the President or Secretary a call 
on (02) 6286 3414 or (02) 6291 4681 to get the details . 

The ACT Division has decided to apply for Associate 
Membership of the Naval Association (NA) . The main 
adva ntage in this will be the increased potential for 
lobbying centres of influenc e on matters which directly 
affec t our members. The NA has considerably more 
members than the FAAA and plenty of experience when it 
comes to putting pressure on the people who either advise, 
or are. the decision makers. The lifting of the restrictions 

In the days when British troops served in the lowlands, it 
was the custom for a drummer to march through the streets 
beating his drum to warn the troops to leave the taverns 
and return to their billets. 

At the sound of the drum the Dutch innkeepers would 
order "doe den tap toe". 

When bugle calls were generally introduced two posts 
were written . First Post symbolises the first inn to see that 
all soldiers had left and the Last Post symbolises the 
inspection of the last inn in the town . 

It was then a simple step for the Last Post to become 
associated with Military Funerals, its playing denoting the 
end of the day. Played at funerals the Last Post is followed 
by the call Rouser, a later version of Reveille, which 
symbolises the awakening of a new life. 

on the award ing of the Nav al Service Medal and the Australian 
Service Medal are two examples of where political lobbying can 
make a difference. 

LOGIC 
If you earn $30,000.00 a year and your wife earns nothing -
she is a dependent. 

One of our members has decided to escape the dreaded 

Canberra winters and has moved north to seek his fortune s and a 
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If your wife earns $30 ,000 .00 and you earn nothing , you're 
a lazy , no good loafer . 

1r-. 



NEWS FROM THE DIVISIONS 

SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA 

Once again winter has started to tighten her grip 
as most of us ree l under a relen tless sou ' westerly 
bringing that much needed rain. Roll on spring! The 
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN Divi sion extend to you all 
our best wishes and for all those who are unwell in 
thjs state and your own .. a speedy recovery. 

Without any doubt , the last issue of that ever 
popular SLIPSTREAM was quality and style and as with most 
trungs in this world , improves as we stumble forward. It has made 
me look at my own attempt at our Fly Navy SA and ponder just 
how do I keep up? All I'm trying to say is WELL DONE to the 
editor and his team, not to mention all those sailors who contribute 
to it's success in whatever manner. 

l Since our last communication we have completed a successful 
ANZAC DAY march and for all those that attended, a delightful, 
all you can eat , lunch at the Adelaide Hotel. Most of the members 
put in the effort to parade with newly returned Grant Jesser leading 
the Division in uniform which an Adelaide TV reporter from 
channel 7 stated "appeared to be tight as a drum ". John Berry 
was volunteered to parade the Association flag and this he did 
with his usual flair while the rest of us straggled on at the rear, a 
regular Sunday stroll! At times several of us kept in step , but this 
was generally frowned upon as we were not the regular general 
service sailor and therefore were automatically exempt from 
anything military. A Base Gunnery Officer would weep I 

,...-. 

June 17th (yet to be held as I speak!!) is reserved for a bus tour 
around and inside the International Airport , with a liberal odour 
of kerosine from nearby jet pipes to send some of us, on a memory 
trip. Some of you will wonder what the smell of kerosine exhaust 
could possibly mean as you reach forward with both arms to swing 
the prop! 

June 18th ( ditto) is Christmas in June at the St Leonards Inn. 
1 Members will be treated to a smorgasboard and a vaudeville 
performance with Wally Carr, Sue Conway, Nicky Rose and 
Derek D' Angelo. Oxygen masks and resuscitation equipment will 
be close by. 

Just harking back to ANZAC DAY, both Ian Laidler and I 
had our wives with us for the lunch at the Adelaide, as did most 
of the attending members, but after lunch the four of us left for 
Keswick Barracks at Mile End . This is the heart of the army 
territory but we wanted to show the girls what a real ' two up' 
game was all about. We succeeded and to this day, I still don ' t 
know what the ground rules were , anyway we were well received. 

Bob Jarret has invited any Association member to view his 
teams effort in establishing a 'C lassic Jet Fighter Museum' at the 
old Parafield Airport , Parafield. Now that looks like a good venue 
to meet and explore the many styles of aircraft Bob has salvaged. 

Just a reminder to all those SA members with raffle tickets 
gathering dust on their cupboards , sell them and send the cash 
back to our social secretary , Dinsley Cooper. This is a major 
raffle for this division , so please make the effort! 

Meetings for trus Division are held on the third Friday at Naval 
House, Hutt Street and commence at the old time of 1930H (For 
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Secretary: Mr Dinsley Cooper, 
17 Athol Avenue, Blair Athol, SA 5084 
Phone: (08) 8344 8812 

all you Birdies .... thats 7.30pm) Come along and 
meet the team and believe me, they ' re not as bad as 
they've been painted. A great dinner can be had at 
almost no cost to you , supplied by those hard 
working general service types I mentioned earlier 
from the Naval Association . Meals start at 1830H. 

God Bless the Interim Committee as they battle 
through reams of paperwork from most if not all, 
Divisions , in their quest for an acceptable and 

working constitution. I know our Association has purchased three 
top of the range bullet-proof jackets for our current delegates , 
Mary Rayner and John Saywell to wear. In fact, John is wearing 
two of them. 

I have located an old diary from when I was on Headquarters , 
HMAS Melbourne 1964. I just know from memory that it breaches 
some outmoded Q.R. & I's on keeping diaries but it helps fill in 
those blank spots that won't access from those dark corners of 
one 's mind. Anyway it gives some scope on my life stuck onboard 
in early January 64 up to and a little past that horrendous collision 
with our escort ship , HMAS Voyager and the slow realization of 
what we had done. Why I have mentioned this is to jog everyone;s 
memory on their life whilst under the White Ensign and jot it 
down and post it to Bob Nicholls, editor for 'The history of the 
Fleet Air Arm ' as soon as possible. This is very important , ACT 
NOW. 

"My dear Archie , Kindly tell your pilots to mind their own 
bloody business .... " Secretary of State for Air , Lord Swinton , to 
A A Jamieson , Chairman of Vickers. 

In October 1937 the chairman of Vickers, A Jamieson, 
accompanied by J Scott, Vickers test pilot, visited Germany and 
was shown the latest Luftwaffe planes and equipment by Luftwaffe 
general Ernst Udet. Scott reported his important findings to the 
Air Ministry only to get the above response, typical of British 
complacency. 

Till our next SLIPSTREAM , take good care and keep good 
health. Roger Harrison Hon. whipping Boy. 

PILOT/ENGINEER LIAISON 

Problem: Friction locks cause throttle levers 
to stick . 

Rectification: According to· maintenance 
manual, friction locks are intended 
to cause throttle levers to stick. 
Manufacturer informed of problem 

Problem: DME volume unbelievably loud. 
Rectification: DME volume set to believable 

level. 

Problem: Dead bugs on windscreen. 
Rectification: Live bugs ordered. 
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NEWS FROM THE DIVISIONS 
Secretary: Mr Trevor Tite, 

QUEENSLAND 37 Miles Street, Caboolture, Qld 4510 
Phone: (07) 5499 3809 

It seems like only a 
few days ago when we were celebrating 
Christmas and here I am, on the dead line again 
- or - as usual. We' ve had a fairly quiet time so 
far this year - our only function since our AGM 
in March was Anzac Day. We had a great day 
again - nearly 60 turned out for the March in 
Brisbane. The crowd _was the biggest turnout for 
years and we were given a warm welcome. This 
time we were able to have a jeep laid on for those who weren't up 
to marching - Shorty Neilsen was able to have a ride with Ron 
Baxter, Noel Fischer and Royce Kimlin. The jeep _ was supposed 
to slot in immediately behind us. but got delayed by a couple of 
groups. Better luck next year. We adjourned to the Sergeants Mess 
at the Army Barracks at Bulimba, on the river. They ' d been trying 
to get us for a couple of years from the Officers Mess. They closed 
the Officers Mess this year, so they won us hands down. The 
RSM had detailed a senior corporal to act as P.R. Liaison and he 
did a great job, chatting to everyone including the ladies. Toward 
the end of the afternoon he came up to me and said "Pres - I'm 
fairly P.R.'e d now!" At least , That's what I think he said. Definitely 
a 4X man! They went to great lengths to entice us back next year 
- as if we wouldn't! Bar stocks ran low initially - although they'd 
been told to expect 60 or so, I don't think they believed us. The 
food supply lasted the distance and the Crown & Anchor game 
got a fair bit of attention also. Good to have a go without worrying 
about getting caught. Paddy Williamson was heard muttering 
words to effect of him running the game - no - that 's not true - but 
he did have a few comments about past days - (sorry Paddy -
couldn ' t resist it) . Mr. Lemon wasn't there, either. All up , a great 
day. We were delighted to meet "Swampy" Marsh's wife there -
she reckoned she ' d better see what a mad mob we were/are. 

We're holding a BBQ at Slaughter Falls Park on Mt. Cootha 
on June 29 and expect a good roll-up on the day. Just hope it 
doesn ' t rain. On or about September 14 we are looking at a tour 
of the Carlton United Brewery at Yatala (don ' t miss having a 
famous Yatala Pie - they're still as good as they were in 1952 or 
so). They put on a good day with BBQ and some free samples or 
more (as you will). They may put on a special for us. AI Smith 
and Joy did a trial run which went pretty well, I believe. I'm 

waiting on a proposal from the tour organiser at present. Next, 
we ' re looking at a venue for our Christmas function - which could 
be Caloundra , Brisbane or elsewhere. We'll discuss it more on 
the 29th at the BBQ. 

It 's pleasing to see our membership steadily growing. I sent 
out 254 New sletters last month. John Fennell from the Mackay 
area only recently discovered us and his comment that there must 
be stacks of blokes like him who know nothing of the Association 

hits the mark. The reunions gather a few more. I was delighted to 

hear Lt Cdr. Altham on "Australia all over" on ABC radio talking 
to Macka about the Reunion next year - good P.R. Is he your son, 
Max '7 He kept saying his Dad was ex Navy. It sounds like there'll 
be a good roll-up of Queensland people at the Reunion next year 
- haven ' t heard of anyone not going so far. 
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We were sorry to hear that Alex McLelland 
(McMurtrie) has been crook with leukaemia this 
year. He was in hospital at the Gold Coast- heard 
he was home again but haven't been able to make 
contact. Thanks Micky Mack for letting me 
know. A couple of sad happenings recently-Jack 
McLoughlin's wife passed on after a hip 
replacement op and Warren Walter's wife 

,'--~-----' succumbed to cancer, both around Anzac Day 
time. Marian and I rushed down to Wollongong , 
but Marg. had gone before we got there. Only 

V just got back and was told about Jacks's wife. I 
passed on a message of sympathy to both Jack and Warren on 
behalf of the Association. 

Many of you would have seen some of our bloke s on National 
News - a ll TV stations - attending a special ceremony at Anzac 
Square in Brisbane on the day beforeAnzac Day and subsequently 
surrendering to the Federal Police as 'War Criminals'. Noel Payne;-
an advocate for Service personnel , along with others , is fighting 
for recognition by the Government for the Navy in relation to 
FESR service during the Malaysian do. CNS-Admiral Taylor, is 
quoted as saying that we were not military-viz-only the Army 
and RAAF were military servicemen. Make s you wonder what 
we were (which statement could elicit a number of responses, I 
know). I recall spending a pleasant evening with a RAAF Dental 
Lt. and family at their home at Tengal and realising now that he 
has full R.A.S. status Vet. Affairs and so on . Over the last 12 
months , I've been endeavouring to be re-assessed for my tinnitus , 
deafness etc. I had a reply recently from the Defence Dept. to say 
they were re-writing my formal Government acceptance of my 
claim (1974) to include Tinnitus (which hadn ' t been mentioned) 
to ensure that I was precluded from a 1988 Act and put squarely 
back into the 1930 Act which didn't know the word Tinnitus and 
covered such things as loss of hearing, loss of sex drive and other 
mundane things - cheeky buggers! I've handed it all over to Noel 
Woodall, Solicitor, who is one of 2 firms in Qld. who are 
successful at taking on the big boys! He 's just won the War 
Widow's Pension for my mother after we ' d been knocked back 
by Vet. Affairs and the Review Board. It 's only taken 2.5 years. 
The 2 years was my effort which didn ' t get far at all. Mother 
reckons I should stick to Real Estate (at 83 , she has a great sense 
of humour') She's the on ly person I know who has travelled a 
fair length of time by a bullock wagon to get her and her parents 

to a new farm up here - back in the old days. 

Ian Henderson is bemoaning the fact that he probably won't 
be at the Slaughter Falls BBQ - first function he's missed so far -
on ly because, hopefully, he and Florence will be doing a stocktake 
for the sale of their business on the 30th June. Whilst driving 
back from Wollongong, ha ving breakfast at Musselbrook , had a 
call from a potential buyer on an ad I'd done for Ian and he 
developed into a serious runner. Ian and Florence should be in 

the relaxed mode later this year. Good luck to you both. 

Trevor (Snow) Tite has taken the reins of his job as Secretary 
very well and has been working with Jim Lee to sort out Slipstream 
lists etc . Snow went to a meeting of a Vet. Affairs Section and we 
sent some papers to Jim and hopefully the result will be a grant of 
some $2000 toward ihe big Reunion. Good work, Trevor 



Some people think my office has a floating sales staff of ex 
FAA members - probably do well - might try them out, being a 
bit short staffed. I try not to feel guilty when I go for a game of 

golf!. 
It appears there are a few who think that Toz Dadswell, as 

Past President , should not necessarily have a place on the interim 
National Executive. I believe that it is the norm on all Committees 
I know of and have been involved with. I was President of the 
Caloundra Aero Club a few years ago (Incorporated) and the I.P.P. 
was automatically included in my Committee , as I was after my 
term of office . I also believe it would be very discourteous - apart 
from formality - if Toz were not part of the Committee -
particularly after his many years of dedication to our Association 
and its members. I know that all of our Queensland Division 
support this view. 

Medal Mania - Snow Tite may get 2 ASM 's and John Bray 
has his and the mob may want it back. Times are tough in the 
Admin. World . 

I called to see Snow and Lorraine Tite last week. He 
convinced me I needed to buy his treadmill machine - have just 
had my 1st test flight and am suffering as I write . Had to have a 
Bundy Rum and coke to restore lost fluids - thanks Snow . Maybe 
I'll have to buy new trousers soon. Which reminds me - while in 
W ' gong, went shopping and after 2.5 hours got a new pair of 

L to R Tom Christopher, Blue Devery, Army, Army, Blue Ditchem . 
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trousers. Gave them to a laundry in Caboolture to have their 
sewing lady adjust the leg length - went back a few days later 
only to find they'd given them to another bloke by mistake . His 
are still there awaiting - they ' re not anywhere near as good and 
don't fit anyhow , so I don't know how he's wearing mine . Finally , 
they paid me the value to get another pair . Last chance is we're 
checking on the electoral roll to see ifhe can be found - he 's only 
70-80 years of age. What's this got to do with FAA matters , you 
might ask and so would I, she said , benignly (or betenly ). 

I've been doing a bit of flying lately , using the excuse of taking 
photos of properties. My bi-annual review is due next month and 
will be doing same in a Belgian Stampe biplane which will be 
fun - if a little chilly . The Stampe is a great machine for aerobatics 
- particularly my rough routines! 

I hear Jim Ferguson has relocated to the deep south over the 
water as has Greg Henderson-Smith recently . John Fenner 
reckons that our Patron, Sir Vat Smith should remember him 
due to the following: "He informed John, during an inspection at 
Divisions one Friday, that his cap had more wrinkles than his (Sir 
Vat 's) face. He then told the Divisional Officer Lt. 'Slug' 
Whitton that he couldn't get a new face but to make sure John 
got a new cap! " I'll close off on that one.Barry Lister, President 
P.S. TODAY (24TH JUNE) l FOUND THE TROUSER MAN ON BRIBIE ISLAND 
AND GOT MY "LOST' ONES BACK. 

L to Raddy Williamson , Mick Blair, Ted Pedersen 

L to R John Ward, Ron Baxter 

JULY, 1997 - S LIPSTREAM/FLY NAVY 



NEWS FROM THE DIVISIONS 
Secretary: Mr Mike Heneghan 
PO Box 28, Nowra NSW 2541 
Phone/Fax: (02) 44412901 NEW SOUTH WALES 

Greetings to all New South Wales members and 
of course, from all of us, hello and best wishes to 
members in all State divisions. 

Plenty of activity going on around us at the 
moment and it will continue too , at least until the 
1998 Conference and Reunion has concluded. 

We continue to receive applications for 
membership every month which is really great. Our 
current membership stands at 469 and to all new 
members who have joined since the last edition of this journal, 
again welcome and I know you will enjoy your Association. 

On the subject of membership, I should mention that there are 
quite a number of members yet to pay their dues for 1997/98 and 
you are requested to give some attention to that obligation quickly. 
If you are in any doubt about your financial standing with the 
Association, look on the front of the envelope of this edition of 
'Slipstream ' . 97F (or 97P) indicates you are up to date. Anything 
else and you owe so please check it out. 

By the time this issue of "Slipstream" is circulated we will 
have held our annual Xmas-in-July Yulefest at the Bomaderry 
Bowling Club . Numbers attending are not crash hot presently but 
with ten days to go (at the time of writing) it is hoped that we get 
more takers. 

We are again having our 'Anniversary Dinner' this year and 
instead of holding it in August it has been put back to coincide 
with the Federal Council Meeting being held on Friday 21 
November 1997. In so doing we can have the company of the 
delegates from the other Di\ ·is ions in Nowra for the meeting. The 
dinner will be held at the Mu seum, cost $30.00 a head and a good 
night assured. Those wishing to attend should advise the Secretary , 
PO Box 28, NOWRA 2541 . Look forward to seeing you there. 

Family Air Days continue to be popular and well attended. 
Our food stalls provide us with a good income which is put to 
good use. August 24th is the next Air Day and again we look 
forward to seeing you there. 

Sad to report the death of Bruce Burns recently. Bruce was 
not a member of our Association but was 'one of us' and we 
extend our sincere sympathy to his family. He was a great guy 
and will be missed by all. 

Time is fast running for those contemplating making a 
contribution to our FA.A. History. Any efforts on your part will 
be much appreciated by the authors but we must have your 
contribution soon as time is running out. 

Arrangements for the 50th Anniversary Reunion and Federal 
Council Meeting are still proceeding very well. 16 months to go 
now. The Federal Counci l has tasked the N.S.W. Division with 
organising the event. The Management Committee has agreed to 
appoint Neil Ralph and Mike Lehan respectively as Chairman 
and Secretary of the organising committee. As both these members 
are also National President and National Vice-President it is fair 
to say that the N.S.W. sub-committee is working in close 
consultation with the National Executive. 

NAS Nowra is also participating in the 50th Anniversary 
celebrations and the Commanding Officer of NAS Nowra 
(Captain Geoff Cole) has formed a committee to organise a 

SuPSTREA MIFLY NAVY - JULY, 1997 10 

program of events. Our 
Association has been invited 
to join NAS Nowra in 
celebrating the occasion and both committees are 
working together to ensure the success of the 
occasion. 

Those who attended the Tweed Heads meeting 
will recall the sculpture of an albatross it was hoped 

V would fom1 the centre piece in a rose garden designed 
to commemorate the FA.A and those who served 

with it. I am pleased to be able to announce that a sponsor has 
been found in Hawker de Haviland Australia who agreed to meet 
the not inconsiderable costs involved. It is planned to have the 
project completed in time for the Anniversary celebrations . 

Thanks and congratulations to our Editor Bob Perkins and 
his helpers on a great first edition of 'Slipstream'. I am in no 
doubt we will be on the lookout for the postman delivering future 
copies. 

Not much more to be said now, best of health to you and your 
family and kind regards from all of us in the N.S.W. Division. 

Max Altham , President 

HANDLERS 
MINI-REUNION 

It is planned to hold the mini-reunion for 
Handlers ( and their partners) after the march 

at the Bomaderry R.S.L. Club. 
Transport arrangements etc. will be notified 

in later editions of 'Slipstream'. 

ATTENTION 
Nowra Telephone numbers 

changing in August 

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN 
DIVISION 

Secretary: 
Mr T.F. Bushe-Jones, 
PO Box 8336, 
Perth, WA 6841 

PHONE/FAX: (09) 527 9186 

I~ 



Bruce Burnscc,RCA 1970) 

Bruce died lOJune 1997. 
His ashes were scattered from a naval helicopter over 

Jervis Bay and Beecroft Head on Saturday 19 July 1997 
while wife Alice and family watched the ceremony from 
a vantage point ashore. Alice tells me that the assistance 
provided by ALBATROSS was very much appreciated 
by the 
family. Ed 

Cedric Allen 
Cedric Allen died on Wednesday 9th July from an asbestos related disease that was associated with his occupation as a 

builder in Hamilton, N.Z. 
Cedric served on several carriers during the war and survived seven plane crashes. His last carrier was an escort carrier 

HMS STRIKER , in which he went with convoys to Russia flying Hurricanes , where many FAA aircrew, naval and merchant 
seamen died in those icy waters. He was also in the Mediterranean where he escorted tankers back to the UK. On one 
occasion shooting down an American Skymaster plane that came over the convoy in the Atlantic that was heading for 
Lisbon. With no IFF switched on. it was considered hostile and perhaps a captured plane, but only when he saw it going 
down he saw the U.S. markings. He was always saddened he said whenever he thought of it, but he was ordered by his 
skipper to attack, a naval enquiry board later exonerated the skipper and Cedric from blame. 

The highlight of his service was meeting John Mills the actor in the Wardroom of the KG5 battleship at Scapa Flow 
Scotland when they were filming 'In Which We Serve' and having King George 6th coming on board HMS STRIKER and 
singing with the King around the piano when he was visiting the fleet. He was recalled for the Korean war and upgraded 
his flying onto Jets but before getting into action the war was over and so he returned home . 

He is survived by two sons and a daughter , nine grandchildren and nine great grandchildren - he was 75. 

Wellington, New Zealand, March 1950 
HMAS SYDNEY, HMAS AUSTRALIA, HMAS WARRAMUNGA, HMAS MURCHISON & HMS TELEMACHUS 
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WELFARE OFFICERS REPORT 
In this report are listed some of the servi ces provided by the 

Departm ent of Veterans Affairs along with some of the more 
commonly asked questions. 

How can Vetera n's Affair s Fin ancial Information Service 
(VAFIS) help me? 

VAFIS can provide advice and ass istance if you have or will 
receive money from the follow ing source~: 

Savings 
Sale of a house; 
Retrenchment or redund ancy; 
An inheritance; 
A compensation cla im; 
A prope rty settlement afte r separation or divorce etc. 

If you are uncertain about what you should do with your money 
or how it may affect your entitlements an appointment can be 
made for you to see a VAFIS off icer at a mutu ally convenient 
locatio n e.g. Vetera n's Affa irs office, co mmunit y centr e, an 
institution, or even your own home . VAFIS is a free service. 

Veterans Affairs Home Maint enance Helpline 
Veterans Affairs Home Maintenance Helpline provides home 

maintenance and home inspectio n advice. Th eir off ice hours are: 
Monday - Friday: 9.00am - 5.00pm 

Property emergency help can be obtained 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week by ringing toll free numb er I 800 80 1945 . 

Service Pensioner Carers Pension 
Severely handicapped vetera ns living at home sometimes need 

constant care and attention . A Carer Service Pension may assis t 
you financially to look after a vetera n who needs care. 

What does constant care mean? 
The veteran needing care must: 

* have a physica l, intellectua l or psyc hiatric disab ility; or 
* need help with perso nal care such as bathing, dress ing, hygiene, 

eating, movi ng around or getting in and out of bed; or 
* need constant supervis ion to prevent injury to the person or 

someone else. 
The need for the care must be long term. Details can be obtained 

from VAN (see below) . 
Other common question s are: 
I am a smoker now. What if I am diagno sed with cancer after 

1st January 1998? 
Ans.: There will be provision in the Veterans ' Entitlement Act 

to provide eligible veterans with treatmen t fo r all fo rms of cancer. 
If smoking commenced or increased , on service, pr ior to 1st 
January / 998 you may still be abl e to claim compensation. The 
new rules will affect individuals who started or increased smoking 
after 1st January 1998 and who develop a smoking related disease. 
If compensati on is cla imed, the casual role of smokin g, or 
increased level of smok ing will no longe r be accepted as arising 
from service in the Defence Forces. 

Does the new rule nullif y earlier precedents about smoking 
caused diseases attr ibuted to serv ice in the Defence Forces? 

Ans: No. The precedent is preserved for smoking commenced 
in those periods of eligible serv ice when the dange rs of smoking 
were not so well known. 

ls this happening anywhere else? 
Ans: "Yes". This change is consis tent with the health policies 

for all members of the Australian Defence Forces and in regard 
to compensation fo r smoking related _illness. 
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What if a vetera n needs a higher priced drug for a war caused 
disabili ty? 

Ans: If a war caused disability of a white card holder, or any 
medical condition of a gold card holder, whether war caused or 
not, would be adve rsely affected by the use of the benchmarch 
drug, the app ropr iate higher pr iced drug will be provided at no 
extra cost to the veteran through the R.PB.S. Authority system. 
Veterans not required to take the drug on clinical grounds who 
choose to have a highe r p riced drug will be required to pay the 
premium. 

Service Pension . 
A Service Pension, payab le at the same rate as the Age Pension 

from the Depa rtment of Soc ial Sec urity, may be draw n at age 60 
yea rs for males and 55.5 yea rs for fema les. This pe nsio n is 
ava ilable to younger vetera ns who have qualifying serv ice and 
who are permanently incapacitated . 

A Service Pension paid on the basis of age is taxab le. 

Veterans Children Education Scheme. 
The Scheme prov ides educatio n allowa nces and support for 

child ren whose parent is: 
* Rece iving a Spec ial Rate Pension. 
* Deceased, where dea th was caused by war or defence related 

service . 
* Severely incapacitated as a result of 
war or defence related service. 
* Was an Australian prisoner of war. 

Veterans Affairs Network (VAN) 

Alec Stevens 

Veterans ' Affairs Network (VAN) is a service provided by the 
Department of Veterans ' Affairs . 

VAN assists veterans , war widows /ers and their families in two 
ways . Firstly, VAN gives adv ice to the veteran community about 
the pensions , benefits and entitlements available through the 
Department of Veterans ' Affairs . 

VAN also gives up-to-date information and advice, to the veteran 
community on health and community services in the local area . 
How can V.A.N. help the Veteran community? 

V.A.N. can answer questions and provide information to the 
Veteran community about pensions , allowances or health care 
entitlements available through the Department of Veterans Affairs. 
These include: new claims for service or disability pensions , 
applications for increase in disability pensions, notification of 
changes to personal details or finances , sales tax exemption forms 
for motor vehicles or spare parts , attendant allowance , recreational 
transport allowance , medical and hospital care , pod iatary , 
physiotherapy , community nursing , dental care and respite care, 
etc . 

V.A.N. can provide up to date information and advice to the 
veteran community on community health and home support 
services in local government areas, such as: aged care 
assessment teams (ACAT) , in home respite , home help, home 
modifications , transport , carer support , etc. 

V A.N.'s major role is to ensure that the Veteran community 
has access to both local and Departmental information to allow 
them to make an informed decision about what services they 
require . This will assist veterans to maintain their independence 
within the community . 

Another role of VAN is to enable the Veteran community to 
become competent in identifying its own needs and work 
collectively in responding to those needs. 

VAN also provides the Country Outreach Programme . VAN staff 
regularly vis it country Ex-Service Organisations to assist the 
veteran community with their pension /benefit applications or 
community development activities. 

(PUBLI SHED BY VAN PARRAMATIA) 



Stan Brown ( Ex-P 0 . Electrician) of Gorokan, NS. W but presently in the UK. until January next year, sends this extract 
(below)f rom an English newspap er. An obitua ry for the late 'Tug' Wilson who served at H.M.A.S. ALBATROSS 

as an RN exchange office r from 1954 to 1956 it makes interesting reading : 

Commander Leslie 1Tug1 Wilson 
Fleet Air Arm officer who survived three sin kings in 1941 to pioneer the use of merchant ships as aircraft carriers 

\ 

Commander Tug Wilson , who has 
died aged 83 , pioneered the use of 
Merchant Aircraft Carriers-the MAC 
Ships-tor convoy protection in the battle 
of the Atlantic in 1943. 

By then it had been realised that 
aircraft were the U-Boats' natural 
predators. The problem was to provide 
convoys with their own integral air 
support. In 1942 it was suggested by Sir 
Douglas Thomson , a director of the Ben 
Line, that selected tankers and grain 
ships have their superstructures removed 
and replaced by a flight deck and an 
'island ', so that they could operate 
aircraft . 

This was an idea that could have been 
, implemented within a few months of the 

start of the war. But there was predictable 
opposition : from the Naval Air Division , 
who thought a 12-knot ship too slow to operate aircraft ; from 
the Director of Naval Construction , who forecast that such ships 
would take a year or more to design ; and from the Admiralty 
and the Ministry of War Transport , who both held that it would 
be too dangerous for aircraft to land and take off on a thin 
steel flight deck above thousands of tons of inflammable oil. 

The matter was resolved by the Director of Merchant Ship 
Building , Sir James Lithgow , who sketched a design on an 
envelope and said: "I have two ships about to be built which 
can be converted without undue delay . I am prepared to do 
this provided I am not interfered with by the Admiralty ." 

An MAC ship carried up to four Fairey Swordfish-the first 
Navy aircraft to land on civil ian ships-armed with rockets and 
depth-charged , and flown by aircrew from 836 , 840 and 860 
(Royal Netherlands) naval air squadrons , based at Maydown 

- in Northern Ireland . 
r Wilson , as senior observer of 836 , played a major part in 
evolving MAC ship tactics and training the crews-particularly 
in the techn iques of landing on decks only 400ft long and 60ft 
wide. 

The first MAC ship , the 7,950ton 'grainer' SS EMPIRE 
MacALPINE , sailed in the outward-bound Atlantic convoy 
ONS9 in May 1943, with Wilson on board as air staff officer . 

Convoys normally had tow MAC ships , though some had 
four, flying the Red Ensign and carrying up to 80 per cent of 
their normal cargoes . There were eventually six 'grainer ' and 
13 tanker MAC ships , They spent a total of 4,447 days at sea , 
escorting 217 convoys , of which only two lost any vessels while 
MAC ships were in· company . 

Wilson and his fellow aircrew established excellent relations 
with the Merchant Navy officers and men , whose morale was 
greatly boosted by seeing 'their' Swordfish taking off and landing 
from one of 'their' ships . Some Swordfish even had 'Merchant 
Navy' painted on their fuselages. 

Wilson was appointed OBE in 1944. 
Leslie George 'Tug' Wilson was born on January 19, 1914 

and went to the Nautical School , Liverpool , before joining the 
Navy as a boy signalman at GANGES in 1929. After serving in 
the battleships RESOLUTION and BARHAM, he was selected 

tor an 'Upper Yardman' commission and 
went to the Royal Naval College , 
Greenwich , as an acting sub-lieutenant in 
1934. He joined the Submarine Service in 
1935, and served in ROVER in the 4th 
Flotilla on the China Station . 

In 1938, Wilson transferred to the Fleet 
Air Arm and qualified in No 34 Observer 
Course at RAF Ford, in Sussex . He joined 
825 squadron , flying from the carrier 
GLORIOUS, in 1939 . 

In April 1940 , 825 disembarked and 
operated ashore under RAF control against 
E-boats in the Channel and also attacked 
shore targets during the evacuation of the 
BEF from Dunkirk . Wilson's aircraft was hit 
by flak in a sortie over Calais, after which 
he found that his hair had turned white 
overnight. 

In 1941 Wilson joined 804 squadron , 
flying Fairey Fulmars from Catapult Armed Merchant (CAM) 
Ships , the forerunners of the MAC ships . These were 
throwbacks to the First World War, when aircraft were fired off 
warships ' turrets . It demanded a special kind of cold courage 
tor a pilot to be launched by a cordite-powered catapult from a 
merchant ship and then engage a long range Focke-Wulfe 
aircraft , knowing that, unless the convoy was close enough to 
land , he would have to bale out or ditch . 

Although Wilson was never himself launched in anger, he 
was three times a survivor: when the CAM ship PATIA was 
bombed and sunk off the Northumberland coast in April 1941, 
again when the CAM ship MICHAEL E was torpedoed in the 
Atlantic in June , and a third time when the CAM ship 
SPRINGBANK was sunk in a convoy homeward bound from 
Gibraltar in September. In 1942 Wilson was CO of 834 
Squadron , flying Swordfish on convoy defence from the escort 
carrier ARCHER and later working with 19 Group RAF, carrying 
out night patrols and attacks on Channel shipping . Wilson's 
final appointment in the war was at HMS MONCK, the shore 
base at Largs, on the staff of Flag Officer Carrier Training. 
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In 1945 Wilson went out to the Far East in the carrier 
VENERABLE and later served in HMS TAMAR on the staff of 
the C-in-C Hong Kong. 

He also had appointments in the carrier OCEAN and 
TRIUMPH and, in 1948 , in the battleship DUKE OF YORK as 
Staff Officer (Air) to the C-in-C Home Fleet. In 1952 Wilson 
was at HMS MERLIN, the naval air station at Donibristle, Fife, 
as chief of staff to the Flag Officer Flying Training . 

From 1954 to 1956 he was seconded to the Royal Australian 
Navy at HMS ALBATROSS, the naval air station at Nowra, 
New South Wales . 

His final appointment, before retiring in 1958 was in the 
Admiralty as Deputy Director of Administrative Planning . 

In retirement, Wilson ran a broiler chicken farm in 
Buckinghamshire until 1967 when he became Bursar of Ranoch 
School in Scotland. 

He is survived by his second wife, Betty, whom he married 
in 1952, and a daughter from his first marriage. 
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GOLDEN JUBILEE REUNION '98 - NOWRA 
The enclos ed broc hure is a combin ed Re gistrati on Form and 

eve nt booki ng profo rma to attend our FAA Golden Jubil ee, 28 
Oc tobe r - 3 Nove mb er 1998. Th e fo llow in g no tes o n th e 
progra mm e may be useful to our readers. 

a. The Reunion is a j oint FAA and HM AS ALBATROSS eve nt. 
Attendees do not have to be memb ers of the FAA . Aft er the 
reunion, howeve r, we will do our bes t to pe rsuade e ligible 
atte ndees to j oin our Assoc iation !! 

reg ular intervals throughout the day. Mu seum Tours will be 
co ndu c ted by FAA vo lun teers and Mu se um staff in 
co njun ction with Base Tours. 

e. FAA History - Review - We thought the State Divisions 
might like to ass ist in thi s proj ect by prese nting our 50 yea rs 
history as a ' rev iew ' - each of us takin g an erna nd prese ntin g 
it Lo our reuni on audi ence as a pre ambl e to launching the 
history boo k by our guest VIP (GG ?1 !) 

b. We have gone out to all Ru ral radi o stations and newspapers ALBATROS S - Ea rly history and openin g ......... ... SA Division 
a tte mp tin g to loca te as m any ex FA A/AL BATR OSS 
personnel as we poss ibl y ca n to jo in us. Please ass ist us by Sea Fury/Fir e fly/Syca more etc ..... ........... ........... NSW Division 
forwardi ng any known co ntacts in thi s rega rd. 

Gannet/Venom/I roqu ois era .................. ........ ....... ACT Divisio n 
Program me of eve nts - exp lanatory notes 

Trac ker/Sk y Hawk/W essex era .... ....... ............. .... QLD Divis ion 
1. A bus syste m will be set up th roughout the reuni on bet wee n 

NOWR A and HM AS ALBA TR OSS. HM AS Sydney era ............. ...... .............. ............... VIC Div ision 

2. Transport will be pro vided to spec ific events on a shulll e HMAS Melbourn e era ............... ......... ........... ........ WA Division ..._. 
basis. 

Sea Kin g/H S 748 eta ............... ..... ....... ................ . TAS D ivision 
3. Reg istra tion fee includ es cos t o f prese ntation pac k, reunion 

souvenir and admini stra tion. Sea Hawk/ Sea Sprit e era ............... ...... ..... AL BATROSS Sqdn s 

4. Museum is open eve ry day I 000 -1600 fo r reg istrations. There 
will be no oppo rtuni ty to co llect monies for progra mm e 
eve nts. Reg istra tion and eve nts boo kin gs mu st be compl eted 
and paid for by end of Septe mb er 1998. It wo uld ass ist our 
very small commi ttee if boo kin gs ca n be paid fo r as ea rly as 
poss ible . 

5. Mu seum staff are operat ing the Co mput er Data Base for 
reg ist ration and event s boo kin gs a nd ca rr y in g out a ll 
adm inistrat ion functions on behalf o f the 50th Anniv ersary 
Committ ee . Separa te bank acco unt s have bee n opened in the 
1MB, admini stered by Kevin Longfo rd of Harvey World 
Trave l. 

6. 

a. 

Programme 

Divisions - HMAS ALBATROSS - You may attend as a 
specta tor - no boo king is requir ed. 

b. Combined Cocktail Party - To be held entirel y in the 
Mu se um , will fea tur e a Cerem oni a l Sun se t (Be atin g to 
Quarters) and other spe ctacles and will be attended by a hos t 
of VIP' s (Navy guests). Att endance is strictly by bookin g 
only. This funct ion is sponsored by the RAN and we mu st 
pay our way. 

c. FAA Federal Council Meeting - The Parachute Training 
Schoo l have agreed to allow us to use their theatre but it only 
seats I 00. Please indi ca te ea rly wh ether you intend attendin g 
as observers. 

d. Base Tours- Base Tour s will be arr anged as wind shield tours 
on coac hes (w ith a guid e), departin g from the Mu seum at 
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f. Canadian FAA Presentation - The Ca nadian Nava l A ir 
Group are co ndu cting a "Dow n Unde r" Tour in 1998 and are 
attendin g our Reun ion 29 Octobe r - 1 Nove mber. Th ey are 
boo ked in at the Archer Reso rt. 

g. Mini Branch Reunion s - Are to be he ld on a se lf orga nised 
bas is . Volun tee rs are needed to orga nise these . 

h. Dolphin Watch Tours - Noting that our ge ntl efo lk w ill be 
attendin g for a spo t of nosta lgia we have orga nised Jerv is 
Bay Dolphin Watch boa t trip s from Hu skisso n. It's a grea t 
day out and 1997 prices are froze n fo r our Reuni on. 

i. Kangaroo Valley Tours - Kangaroo Valley has beco me a 
delightful craft ce ntre. surrounding a superb pu b. Jo in the 
loca ls at the pub whil st the ladies po tter befo re lun ch. A great 
day out ! 

j. Sydney Tours - If there is sufficie nt demand we will organise 

a shoppin g and sight see ing tour o f Sydn ey, whi ch is now 
2.5 hours by roa d fro m Nowra. 

k. South Coast Tours - Berry, Je rvis B ay, CRES WELL, Gree n 
Patch, etc if suffic ient interest. 

I. 50th Anniversary Ball - A Navy sponsored eve nt (on the 

Base at this stage), bookings are essential. Significant 
celebriti es are being appro ached to attend and entertain us. 

m. Freedom of Entry Parade - We will be marchin g as an 
A ssoc ia tion and Reuni o n gro up behind th e Navy on a 
shorten ed route , to culmin ate at the Nowra show gro und to 
be ent e rta ined a t a Ci vie Rece pti on - sponso red by the 

I ...__, 



Shoalhaven City Council. It is hoped to tow some selected 
historic aircraft (from the Museum) in the parade . 

n. The Shoalhaven Spring Festival - Is being celebrated in 
conjunction with Navy Week and our Reunion and there are 
many festivities being organised throughout the Nowra area 
as a result. 

o. Race Day - Nowra Raceway, Albatross Road , should prove 
to be a great way to spend the afte rnoon after the march . All 
race names and spo nsorship will pertain to our history . 

p. Ecumenical Service - Will be held in the Museum car park. 

q. Memorial Dedication - Hawker De Havilland have 
sponsored a memorial that will pay tribute to the men and 
women who have served in the RAN FAA. The FAA will 
sponsor the garde n that will ho st the memorial , to be 
established at the entry to the Museum Car Park . 

r. ALBATROSS AIR DAY - Entry is free to this major 
international air spectacu lar. The Museum has the catering 
contract for the Air Show - as a spo nsorship to the Museum 
charity by the RAN , in recognition of all the work carried 
out in support of the combi ned reunion. The Museum is 
producing a Golden Jubil ee Souvenir book of HMAS 
ALBATROSS to sell on Air Day. A limited number will be 
in hard back. 

Victor Frank Levitt 
17.3.1917 - 11.5.1997 

* * * 
"To every thing there is a seaso n and 
a time to every purpose under Heaven; 
a time to be born and a time to die; 
a time to smi le and a time to cry; 
a time to mourn and a time for j oy . . " 

* * * 
r' \ There are so many people to thank for helping to make 

Vic's funeral so meaningful for us, his family. We will always 
have pleasant memories of the serenity of the chapel, on a 
warm Autumn afternoon amidst the quiet Worrigee bushland . 

We especially appreciated the Service, which was 
conducted with such professionalism and sensitivity, even 
to the timely, though unschedu led , 'fly-past'. 

We thank all those who came to pay their last respects to 
Vic, to carry his coffin, to place poppies, to speak about him , 
and to offer a prayer for him. 

We thank our friends who sent us flowe rs and who phoned 
or wrote to let us know they shared our sadness. We thank 
all the Health Professionals who cared for Vic during his 
illness. This was done with grea t kindness, and always in a 
manner that preserved his dignity and sense of self-esteem . 

For all of this , we thank all of yo u ... 
Gail and Lachlan McCudden; 

Janet, Edward and Deborah Levitt. 
Our thanks also to Assoc iation members who called in to 

see Vic in the Hostel, Hospital or Nursing Home . Your visits 
were certain ly appreciated. Gail McCudden 

s. Jubilee Bowls Competition - Will be held at the Bomaderry 
Bowling Club. 

t. Jubilee Golf Day - Will be held at the Nowra Golf Club . 

7. Accommodation - Reservations are being made now ; 
accommodation is at a premium. Phone our accommodation 
line for free information and maps 1800 024 261. As an 
alternative ring your mate in Nowra and get a billet organised. 
There is no accommodation on Base available . 

8. Souvenirs -A brochure of all Museum , HMAS ALBATROSS 
and FAA souvenirs is being produced . Items will be on sale 
from July through the Museum. 

9. Raffle - We have secured major prizes for our raffle. Please 
use the non hassle booking form in the brochure. Money 
raised is going toward s the co nstruction of the memorial 
garden. 
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I 0. Lastly, ple ase encourage your mates to attend our 50th 
Anniversary Reuni on. 

Best wishes, 
Mike Lehan 
50th Committee Secretary 
Phone: (02) 4421 1920 Fax: (02) 4421 1999 

Thank You ... 
Alex and Reta McMurtrie (McLelland ) wish to thank 

all shipmates from around Australia who have phoned , 

called in and written to them since hearing of Alex's 

illness. Their support has been terrific . 

Alex 's Leukemia is incurabl e and he's surviving day 

to day by blood transfusion and it's very tough going. 

Slipstream regrets having to advise the passing of 
the following shipmates: 

Fred Purves 11.1.97 

Geoff. Terry (Vic) 12.2.97 

Bob Pattenden (WA) 26.3.97 

John Fry (NSW) 13.4.97 

Vince Daly (ACT ) 13.4.97 

A.W. 'Blue' Boyle (NSW) 11.6.97 

Bruce Burns (NSW) 10.6.97 
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''TIFFY'S ODYSSEY'' 

Readers of 'Slipstream' will remember Col. Price 

and his "Tiffy's Odyssey" - instalments of which 

appear in this journal from time to time. 

Col. writes to say that "Tiffy's Odyssey" was 

initially written for circulation amo ng family and 

friends and was offered to 'Slipstream' to bridge a 

shortage of copy. Col. goes on to say that he would 

not lose any sleep if publication of his story was 

discontinued . However, your erstwh ile editor, who 

was only four years of age at the time the story begins , 

believes the story is part of our history - Naval, Fleet 

Air Arm, Australian and as such is worth preserving 

for posterity. Personally I find Col's story interesting 

and I am amazed at the recall of detail after so many 

years. I will certainly print the rest of "Tiffy's Odyssey " 

in future issues. 

Col. notes in his letter that his uniform has been 

gathering dust in his closet for the past forty five years 

and that he had given his hat to Doug Eastgate's son 

about twenty years ago. Instant salt! ! 

Col. also says in his letter that he is arranging a 

reunion of the first course of A.A.'s who were trained 

in the U.K. in 1948. The reunion would take place at 

the 50th anniversary celebrations next year. A list of 

those who attended that first co urse appears below. 

After leaving the Navy Col. went on to work for 

another twenty one years with the Commonwealth 

Aircraft Corporation. 

CONVERSION COURSE No. 4 1948 H.M.S. CONDOR, ARBROATH, SCOTLAND. 
Engine-room Artificers & Motor Mechanics to Aircraft Artificers 

ROBERTS , Ken GILROY, Brian (Deceased) 
LAMB , Jim (Dece ased) SMITH, Ron 
HALLAS , Nat FOALE, Gordon (Deceased) 
WOODS,Alan SARGENT , Jack 
GIBSON, Harry (Deceased) SARA, Arthur (Deceased) 
COKER-GODSON, Geoffrey (Deceased) HIGGINS, Ron 
GREEN , Morrie PRICE, Col 

NICHOLLS, Ken (Deceased) BARKER, Ted 
GARDENER , Max COX, Stan (Deceased) 
EASTGATE, Doug PAUL, Stan (Deceased) 
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The followi ng story from an RN FAA journal describes a dilemma (and possible solution) which is perhap s familiar 
to our aircrew members: 

"To pee or not to pee - that is the question!" 
Participating in a Nati ona l Gliding Competition at Bradwell Edge Derbyshire , scra ping lift off the side of the hill , 

impatient ly waiting for a thermal in which to climb away for a cross country flight. Four hour s later, still no thermal, 
but a most urgent need to 'spend a penny .' No slot machine was to hand and a cockp it pilot crisis was reaching bursting 
point, when my eyes fell upon a large pair of leather gauntl et gloves adjacent to my seat. There was a great feeling of 
relief as I changed tanks from bladder to glove and transferred the fluid. The job complete , the co lour of the glove 
ominous ly changed from light brown to dark brown, with the bloated glove rather resembling the under side of a cow 
in need of milking. Drops of fluid emerged from the fingers of the glove signall ing the need to jettison the soggy object 
asap. I slid open the clear visio n panel on the port side of the canopy and as I eased the glove through the inadequate 
aperture , I received c1.n unprecedented shower of my own water on my face. I last saw the glove sp innin g eart hward s, 
spraying water like a lawn sprinkler. I thought anyone finding the glove might say : 

"I wonder who had a hand in this'" 

My next port of ca ll was the Institute of Aviation Medi cine at RAE Farnborough enqui ring about a lightwe ight 
relief device for a glider. One of the aviation medicine doctors sa id 

"No prob lem, just carry a packe t of condoms and when necessary use one to pee in, 
tie a knot in it and drop it on the floor" 

Thus I always carried a packet in my pocket and curious ly its psychological influence overrode the physiological 
need to use it, except on one occasion, when I thought lessly went home with my flying overalls on . I can assure you 
that it's bad enough for your part ner to find a packet in you r pocket but when one is missing, the excuse that it was used 
as a relief device, is instantly dismissed' 

Just for a Laugh 

An Irishman walks into a bar in Dublin , orders three 
pints of Guinness and sits in the back of the room, 
drinking a sip out of each one in turn . When he finishes 
them, he comes back to the bar and orders three more. 

The bartender asks him, "You know, a pint goes flat 
after I draw it; it would taste better if you bought one at 
a time." 

The Irishman replies , "Well , you see , I have two 
brothers. One is in Amer ica, the other in Australia , and 
I'm here in Dublin. When we all left home, we promised 
that we'd drink this way to remember the days when we 
drank together." 

The bartender admits that this is a nice custom , and 
leaves it there . 

The Irishman becomes a regular in the bar and 
always drinks the same way. He orders three pints and 
drinks them in turn . 

One day, he comes in and orders two pints . All the 
other regulars notice and fall silent. 

When he comes back to the bar for the second round, 
the bartender says, "I don't want to intrude on your grief, 
but I wanted to offer my condolences on your great loss." 

The Irishman looks confused for a moment , then a 
light dawns in his eye and he laughs . "Oh, no," he says , 
"everyone's fine. I've just quit drink ing." 
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God put me on this earth 
to accomplish a number of things. 

Right now 
I'm so far behind I will never die . 

Political correctness dictates that short people 
can no longer be called shortasses. They must 
be addressed as altitudally disadvantaged 

• Artery - the study of paintings ; 
• Bacteria - back door of cafeteria; 
• Barium - what doctors do when treatment fails; 
• Benign - what you be after you be eight ; 

• Caesarian section - a district of Rome; 
• Cat scan - searching for kitty; 
• Cauterize - made eye contact with her; 
• Colic - sheep dog; 
• Coma - a punctuation mark . 
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TO 
THE 
EDITOR 

Dear Ed, 
Just recently Hugh Popham died , age 76 . He was the only Fleet 

Air Arm pilot to be recognised as a poet of some standing in 
World War 2. He joined the RN in June , 1940 an airman at Gosport 
for initial training and thence to Canada where he won his wings. 

In May 1942 as a pilot of RN Air Squadron No 880 with Sea 
Hurricanes on HMS INDOMITABLE he took part in the capture 
of Diego Suarez on the northern tip of Madagascar. Later, in 
August of that year still in 880 Squadron on INDOMITABLE , he 
took part in Operation Pedest al. the escort of a convoy of 14 fast 
merchant shjps through the western Mediterranean to Malt a, 9 of 
which were sunk and of the remaining 5 ships which got through, 
3 were badly damaged (one of these was the tanker OHIO). The 
escort also suffered badly, one of the ships sunk being the carrier, 
HMS EAGLE. 

Later, at HMS BLACKCAP , Stretton, where 880 Squadron 
was re-equipping with Seafires, Popham's aircraft was in a 
collision with another Seafire. This pilot was killed but Popham 
baled out and when landing , fractured his spine. He spent the 
next six months in plaster and when fit again, joined RN Air 
Squadron No 894 flying Seafires at the Salerno landings in Italy 
in September 1943. 

Returning to UK, he tripped and fell down a flight of steps 
during a run ashore in Gibraltar. Being immobilised , he spent the 
rest of the trip home in his cabin, writing a poem "Aga inst the 
Lightning", a poem which had been in his mind for some time . It 
has been described as "a poem from an aircraft carrier. An unusual 
work, it combines a lyrical intensity with plain naval terminology 
- using for instance the actual RfT voice procedures of fighter 
direction officers vectoring the combat air patrol s out towards 
the intruder" . He se.nt it to the publishers, Bodley Head, which 
published it in 1944 and awarded Popham their literature prize of 
150 Pounds . This he used to get married. 

After the war he wrote two more books of poetry, severa l novels 
and service unit histories . With his wife , he edited the sailing 
logs of Erskjne Childers, published in 1979 as "A Thirst for the 
Sea". 

As an ABSD (Able Seaman Submarine Detector to you birdies) 
on HMS LIGHTNING (no connection with Popham 's poem ) I 
recall these times in the Indian Ocean and Mediterranean in 1942, 
as HMS LIGHTNING , together with HMS LA-FOREY (our 
flotilla leader) and HMS LOOKOUT formed part of the screen 
for the carriers, HMS INDOMITABLE , HMS FORMIDABLE 
and HMS ILLUSTRIOUS for much of that time. After the Pedestal 
convoy, INDOMITABLE returned to the UK for dockjng to carry 
out repairs, LIGHTNING still with her, also for a major refit. On 
arrival at Chatham dockyard for this refit , abo ut 75 % of 
LIGHTNING 's crew paid off in order to pursue new and different 
career paths . I was one of these and went to the Fleet Air Arm to 
become an observer, but then that is another story. 

Reg Torrington, Killara, NSW 
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Dear Ed, 
Please find enclosed some photos of Queensland Division 

members together with names (as best as I can remember) for 
each photo (see page 11 with Queensland News) taken at the 'Post 
March Reuni on' at the Sargeants Mess, R.A.E.M.E. Depot, 
Bulimba , which you may find suitable for publication in 
'Slipstream '. 

I have enjoyed the quality of Slipstream as it seems to go from 
strength to strength . Keep up the good work , I hope you have 
sett led into the job of Editor. 

Kind regards to all at Nowra. 
Regards , Mick Blair, Albany Creek, Qld. 

P.S. IT WOULD BE NICE TO SEE A FEW MORE PHOTOS FROM THE OTHER 

DI VISIONS. 

* * * 

Dear Ed, 
I would like to send my belated congratu lations on the quality 

of your first edition of Slipstream, (forwarded in Apr il) and also 
to thank you for accepting the daunting task. 

I was particularly interested in the sentiments regarding 
membership of the Association expressed by Arthur Rowe , at page 
16, and hope this has been noted by all readers. At the same time 
I was saddened to read the part of his letter which recounts certain 
stateme nts about the museum, and shows a misunderstanding as 
to its purpose. 

The 'Australian Naval Aviation Museum' is intended to embrace 
all aspects of the FAA, and not any particular section. It is certainly 
not the showcase for the Association. Although I would ask 
per sons holding that view, if they knew the state of the 'Old 
Mu seum' and the deplorable condition of the aircraft after years 
of exposure to all weather conditions. Had there not been a fund
raising group (over a period of 6 years) to enable construction of 
the present building, nothing would have changed. 

Going to the specific points, the first being about a weekend 
duty "being taken for gra nted" has certainly not been reflected in 
conversations I have had with those doing museum duty. In fact 
those I have spoke n with have said they do not mind the duty; 
they get to meet various interesting people. and out of museum 
hours do not have to remain on the Air Station . 

"It's just a money making concern." As with any other museum 
there is an en try fee, which goes towards operating costs but I 
und erstand there is no charge for HMAS Albatross personnel and 
their immediate family. Additionally , there is no charge for visiting 
service personnel and Defence Public Servants on presentation 
of an identity card. Apart from the War Memorial, I do not know 
of any museum which does not have an entrance fee. If one goes 
to the National Maritime Museum which receives large funding 
grants from the Government , the entry fee is $14. Unfortunately 
the Naval Aviation Museum does not receive such Government 
supp or t. I might add that there is provision in the Museum 
Foundation's Articles of Association which specifically provides 
that incom e etc. sha ll be app lied solely towards the objects of the 
Museum and not in any other way. 

"All take and no give." and" ... wish it would pack up and go 
away." As I do not know the circumstances surrounding these 
statements I sho uld not make any comment, but I hope they were 
meant more in jest than a serio us belief. 

John Goble, Terrey Hills, NSW 

* * * 



-

Dear Ed, 
To begin with let me congratulate you on your first 

"Slipstream". A First class effort. 
It goes without saying that the publication of the journal is 

crucial to the continuance of our Association. 
My main reason for writing is to explain the attached item. 
I have fond memories of the "runs" ashore with the late Barry 

Fallon in various parts of the world. He was a great bloke at both 
work and play, and like so many others, made a worthwhile 
contribution to the Fleet Air Arm. 

Over the years I have read and heard bits and pieces of his 
story, some true, some false. Earlier this year I decided to try, 
with the help of an excellent contact in the Australian Army 

(cousin), to get the true story from the official records. Hence the 
attached article. 

You may recall , as I do, that Barry was strongly attracted to 
S.E . Asia. I remember that he. was, for a number of years,learning 
to read and write one the Chinese dialects by correspondence. 
This was intended to help him live and work in, I suspect, Hong 
Kong. Sadly it was all to prove to be a fatal attraction. 

In closing I would like to ask you to publish Barry's story as 
he was a ship-mate who gave some ten years of his all too short 
life to the R.A.N. (Fleet Air Arm). 

Jim Fletcher ( ex Handler) Ballarat , NSW 
W ELL! JIM I .DO REMEMBER BOTH YOU AND B ARRY FALLON. l THANK 

YOU FOR YOUR KIND WORDS AT THE BEGINNING OF YOUR LETTER. l W[LL 

BE ONLY TO HAPPY TO PUBLISH B ARRY'S STORY. ED 

FORMER SAILOR KILLED AS AN INFANTRYMAN IN VIETNAM 
216906 PRIVATE BARRY EDMOND FALLON 

7TH INFANTRY BATTALION, THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN REGIMENT 
BORN : Hawthorn , Victoria - 31 Aug 1936 

KILLED IN ACTION : Phuoc Tuy, South Vietnam - IO Nov 1967 

-

Educated at St Dominic's Primary School, East Camberwell, and St Kevin 's Christian Brothers College at Toorak , Barry 
started work as a cadet reporter for MP in Melbourne. Unable to settle at office work, he tried other .. bits and pieces" until 
he decided to join the Navy in January 1954. During his time in the Navy , Barry served on HMAS Sydney , Vengeance and 
Melbourne . In 1955 he travelled to the UK on the Vengeance and returned on the Melbourne on its maiden voyage. Barty 
qualified as an Aircraft Handler and as a Navy Diver. He took his discharge on 30 Aug 63 when his engagement expired. 
Back in "c ivvy street" Barry took up a position with Ansett-ANA in Martin Place, Sydney , eventually being chosen to be in 
charge of the airline's Philippines office. Service life called again and in May 1966 Barry enlisted in the Army. Because of 
his previous military exper ience, his Recruit Training was cut short and he was posted to the Infantr y Centre at Ingleburn. 
On completion of his Corps Training, Barry elected to join the Reinforcement Wing whilst waiting for a posting to South 
Vietnam. In January 1967 Barry travelled to South Vietnam as a reinforcement for 6th Battalion , Roya l Australian Regiment 
(6 RAR) which had been "in country" since June 1966. He joined 6 Platoon , B Company. Barry wrote many letter s home 
which, in a realistic and perceptive fashion, provide a "s lice of life" for an Australian infantryman in the Vietnam War - his 
fears, hopes and experiences. Operations served on. In June 1967, 6 RAR returned to Australia upon completion of its one 
year tour of duty. Because Barry had only been in Vietnam for five months , he was transferred to the newly arrived 7 RAR 
- serving first with Support Company and then with the Tracker Team in D Company. He met up with several mates with 
whom he had enlisted and done his recruit training. They had elected to wait and go overseas with a new battalion rather 
than be posted as a reinforcement to a battalion already in Vietnam. Barry was not very happy in the Tracker Team and 
obtained a transfer to A Company. On 28 October 1967 whilst on Operation Santa Fe. Barry penned what was to be his last 
letter home. In this poignant and prophetic letter he admits to hoping "not to see a single VC" and speak s of the extreme 
heat and of "standing and adoring the common old water tap when I get home ." In the early hour s of IO November 1967 
during a heavy rainstorm, two VC triggered a bicycle wheel-sized Viet Cong claymore mine about 45 metres from Barry 's 
platoon 's perimeter. Barry was killed instantly by a shrapnel wound to his forehead. The two VC were pursued and killed 
by other Battalion members. One other Digger , Pte Norman Allen, was killed and six others wounded . Barry's body was 
returned to Australia and he was buried at Southport on the Gold Coast on 24 November 1967. Barry was unmarried. He 
was survived by his mother, Gwendoline Barlow, his sister, Lynne Schilder, a niece Debra Schilder and his father, Staff 
Sergeant Eddie Fallon , a veteran of WW2 and Korea. 

Dear Ed. 

Re your mystery lady - place-occasion in the last issue of 
"Slipstream". 

That's no mystery lady sir , that's Ava Gardner. Place , 
Williamstown wharf, occasion: filming "On the Beach " . ships: 
H.M.A.S. MELBOURNE . sub . "Ove ns"? 

If you look very closely at the suspended left foot you might 
observe that it is unclad. As she approached "MELBOU RNES" 
gangway the heel of her left shoe became wedged between two 

wharf planks. Ava did not miss a beat or display any indication of 
the event whatever (somehow, not even a limp) just continued 
on. One of her crew members rescued the shoe before any sailor 
had the chance to souveneir it. 

Some sailors were involved in background shots during the 
filming. As they were not allowed to accept payment, Stanley 
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Kramer (Producer) donated half a dozen T.V. sets to the ship. 

No doubt you will receive a number of stories about the event 
but that 's mine as I recall it. 

Rega rds, Eric Bush (Ex-CAAH). 

PS: This is also the occasion that Frank Sinatra , also in town 
visiting Ava at the time , made that unkind remark that Melbourne 
(city) was half as big as New York cemetery and twice as dead! 

Barry 'Dooley' Lord has written to advise that 
he has moved from Pt. Lincoln to Adelaide and 
has transferred his membership to that state. 
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TO 
THE 
EDITOR 
Dear Ed, 

I guess one of the things 
your readers look for is photos and articles of old mates. I was 
lucky enough to be one of a group that spent a lot of time at sea, 
our kitbags should've had zippers, I'm ta lking abo ut Pilots Mates. 
There were not a lot of us and we mainly came from 20th and 
21st Carrier Air Group. We had grea t times together , num erous 
runs ashore in many ports were a highlight but we certa inly earned 
our pay in carrying but our duties . Do you remember the Pilots 
Mates Sea Position , rear of the island in the Carley floats, waiting 
with oil can in the foreward gun sponson, the home made belt 
with fuel key, pliers and G.S. screwdriver, tiresome job in trying 
to find your NC covers and the mad dash to sign the A 700. Those 
days are long gone but the memories of a great bunch of men still 
bring a smile. That was a specia l time in the Navy, it was for me 
anyhow. 

All the best 
Frank Donnell y, Urunga Waters, NSW 

* * * 

Dear Ed, 
In the April Issue of Slipstream, there appeared an article from 

Bob Gibbs about RAN serv ice in Malaya from 1955 to 1960. It 
intrigued me for two reasons, I was onboard HMAS Melbourne 
in 1960 so I could/wo uld/sho uld be one those servicemen eligible 
for repatriation benefits , and Bob 's article seemed to ring a bell 
on somet hing that I had read before. 

Over many years I have collected a fair quantity of books and 
papers abo ut many and varied subjects concerning the work I 
used to do , but, most of which had been sent for paper recyc ling 
when I retired , but some articles caught my attention during culling 
and were put aside for later reass essment. Some years ago after 
one of my projects was high jacked, I was given by a friend , an 
article on how to turn an act of heroi sm into an act of treachery . 
I read it, laughed and put it with my co llection for reassessment. 
I remembered seeing it again during the culling operations and 
decided to keep it. It was somewhere in my papers in the garage 
so I made the effort to sort through the ' reassessment ' boxes. 
Three days later I found what I was ]ooking for and I knew I had 
read somet hing like Bob Gibb 's words before. If it is possible to 
include this article in the Slipstream, it cou ld give others a laugh . 
I have no clue as to the origi n of this article nor of the author so if 
there is a copyright problem, just send Bob Gibbs a copy, I think 
he would appreciate " Horatiu s Defends The Bridge ". 

Yours sincerely 
Alan C Spearpoint Bomad erry 

* * * 

HORATIUS DEFENDS THE BRIDGE - AND SUBSEQUENT STAFF WORK 
Subject: Recommendation tor Senate Medal of Honour. 
To: Department of War, Republic of Rome . 
I. Recommend Gaius Horatius , Captain of Foot, C-MCM XIV, tor the Senate Medal of Honour . 
II. Captain Horatius has served XVI years, all honourably . 
Ill . On the 111 day of March , during the attack on the city by Lars Porsena of Clusium and his Tuscan army of CXM men, 
Captain Horatius voluntarily , with Sergeant Spurium Lartius and Corporal Juli um Herminius , held the entire Tuscan army at the 
far end of the bridge until the structure could be destroyed , thereby saving the c;ity. 
IV. Captain Horatius did valiantly fight and kill one Major Picus of the Clusium in individual combat. 
V. The exemplary courage and outstanding leadership of Captain Horatius are in the highest tradition of the Roman Army. 
Julius Lucullus , Commander 
11 Foot Legion 1st Jnd. A.G. IV Calends , April CCCLX 

TO: G-111 for comment G.C . 
lld Ind. G-111. IX Calends , May, CCCLX 

TO: G-11 
I. For comment and forwarding . 
II. Change paragraph 111. line V, from 'saving the city' to ' Lessened the effectiveness of the enemy attack ' . The Roman Army 
was well dispersed tactically; the reserve had not been committed . The phrase as written might be construed to cast aspersions 
on your fine army. 
Ill. Change paragraph V, line 1 from 'outstanding leadership' to read ' commendable initiative '. Capta in Horatius ' command was 
11 men - only 1 /IV of a squad . 
J .C. 
1110 Ind. G-11 Ides, June , CCCLX 

TO: G-1 
I. Omit strength of Tuscan Forces in paragraph 111. This information is classified . 
II. A report evaluated as B- ! ! states that the officer was a Captain Pincus of Tifernum . Recommend change 'Major Picus of 
Clusium' to an 'officer of the enemy forces '. 
T.J. 
1 Vth Ind. G-1, 1 X Ides, January , CCCLX1 

TO: JAG 
I. Full name is Galius Caius Caius Horatius . 
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II. Change service from XV1 to XV years . One year in Romulus Chapter , Boy Scouts, has been credited for military service in 
error. 
E.J. 
Vth Ind. JAC. 1 Id. of February, CCCLX1 

TO:AG 
I. The Porsena raid was not during wartime . The temple of Janus was closed . 
II. The action against the Porsena raid, ipso facto, was a police action. 
Ill. The Senate Medal of Honour cannot be awarded in peacetime (AR-CV11 1-XXV, Paragraph X11. C ). 
IV. Suggest consideration for a Soldier's Medal. 
P.B. 
Vlth Ind. AG, IV Calends . April CCCLXL 

TO: G-1 
Concur in paragraph IV, Vth Ind. 
L.J. 
Vllth Ind. G-1 ! day of May, CCCLXL 

TO. AG 
I. Soldier's Medal is given for saving lives. Suggest Star of Bronze as appropriate. 
L.J. 
Vlllth Ind. AGIII day of June . CCCLXL 

TO: JAG For opinion . 
-.X th Ind. JAG. IICalends. September . CCCLXL 

TO: AG 
I. XV11 months have elapsed since event described in basic letter. Star of Bronze cannot be awarded after XV months have 
elapsed. 
Xlth Ind. G-1 111 Calends . October . CCCLXL 

TO. G-1 
For draft of citation for Papyrus Scroll with Metal Pendant. 
G.C. 
Xlth Ind. G-1 111 Calends . October . CCCLXL 

TO: G11 
I. Do not concur. 
II. Our currently fine relations with Tuscany would suffer and the current delicate negotiations might be jeopardised if publicity 
were given to Captain Horatius' actions at the present time . 
T.J . 
VVlllth Ind. G-11 V1 day of November . CCCLXL 

TO: G-1 
~ report (rated D-IV) partially verified , states that Lars Porsena is very sensitive about the Horatius affairs . 

..:.T. 
Xlllth Ind. G-1 X11 day of November . CCCLXL 

TO: AG 
I. In view of information contained in proceeding Xlth and Xllth Endorsements , you will prepare immediate orders for Captain 
G.C. Horatius for posting to one of our overseas stations. 
LT. Rome. 
11 Calends. 1 day April. CCCLXL 1 

SUBJECT: Survey, Report of DEPARTMENT OF WAR 
TO: Captain Gaius Gaius Horatius, IH Legion , 
V Phalanx, APO XIX, c/o Postmaster, Rome. 
I. Your statements concerning the loss of your shield and sword in the river Tiber on Ill March , CCCLX , have been carefully 
considered. 
II. It is admitted that you were briefly in action against certain unfriendly elements on that day. However, Sergeant Spurius 
Lartius and Corporal Julius Herminius were in the same action and did not lose any government property. 
Ill. The Finance Officer has been directed to reduce your next pay by 11 1/11 talents (1 111/IV talents cost of one each sword, 
officers; 111 /IV talents cost of one each shield, M-1 ). 
IV. You are enjoined and admonished to pay strict attention to conservation of government funds and property. The budget must 
be balanced next year. 
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H.Appius Equus 
Lieutenant of Horse , Survey Officer 
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TO 
THE 
EDITOR 

Dear Ed, 
Just received the April edition of "Slipstream and hope to fill 

you in on the "Mystery Photo ". 
The movie was "On the Beach·' , the "sheila" in question was 

Ava Gardner and the location was Melbourne, Victoria. I was on 
board the "MELBOURNE" when the movie was made. I am 
enclosing a photo of John (Ichabod) Purcell taken alongside the 
sub. used in the movie. Hope that info. helps . 

Keep up the good work with "S lipstream " as it brings back 
memories of the good times I had in the FA.A. 

All the best to you and the staff. 
Brian Parrotte ("The Skinny Frenchman ") 

By the 
w a y , 

"Ichabod" 
is an 
American 
citizen now 
and has 
been for the 
past 30 
years or 
more. 
have his 
address if 
any of the 
o I d 
Handlers 
want to get 
in touch 
with him. 

MIGHT 

BE A GOOD IDEA TO WRITE TO " ICHABOD " AND INVITE HIM TO OUR "ALL 

SINGING ALL DANCING" REUNION IN 1998 1 ED. 

* * * 
Dear Ed, 

Re your "Mystery Photo" on page 17 of the April issue of 
"Slipstream". 

I may be wrong ( my wife tells me that I often am) but I think 
the lady is Ava Gardner, the place, Melbourne (Williamstown or 
Port Melbourne) and the occasion the filming of "On the Beach" 
starring Gregory Peck, Ava Gardner, Anthony Perkins, and Fred 
Astaire to name but a few, in 1958. 

Originally the "SYDNEY" was to be used as the deserted 
aircraft carrier but it would have cost too much to take her out of 
moth balls so the "MELBOURNE " got the role. 

I forget the name of the submarine but it was an R.N. sub. 
made up as a U.S. boat. 

Congrats. on your first issue. 
Regards , Ken Staff 

P.S. 13 years with newspapers , Bob and they say "Put a newspaper 
or magazine to bed " still. 
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Dear Ed, 
Re the photo The Lady , The Place, the Occasion; 
The lady is the actress Ava Gardener, the place Gellibrand Pier 

(I think certainly Port Phillip Bay somewhere); the occasion the 
making of the film On the Beach. The submarine is one from the 
British Squadron based in Australia pre Oberon days. HMS 
Telemach us I think. The photo is taken from somewhere near the 
after brow of 'Melbourne' possibly from the ordnance workshop 
(before it was stolen by the greenies) which was located starboard 
side aft of the officers brow. Melbourne was tied up opposite the 
submarine. 

How do I know, I was a P.O. Armourer stationed on board at 
the time and I have a photo almost identical to the one shown. 
Mine was taken from the scuttle in the ordnance workshop. 

The photo was taken during an actual shoot for the movie when 
Miss Gardener was to walk down the wharf and be greeted by the 
C.O of the submarine. If you look carefully at the photo you will 
see that Miss Gardener has no shoe on her left foot. Miss Gardener 
was such a professional actress that when the heel of her shoe 
became wedged in a crack in the wharf she simply stepped out of 
it and continued down the wharf with out so much as a pause or 
limp . 

Further to Reg Gilbert s article on Darcy Doyle, I once shared 
a tin hut, D4 along with a number of others with Darcy. Dare_ 
was still a naval airnian at the time but employed in the old paint 
shop waiting change over to the painter branch. In his spare time 
he painted murals on all of the mess rubbish bins . Oh that we 
knew then what we know now . 

Jim Parsons, Higgins, ACT 

* * * 

RE: Mystery Photograph , Volume 8. Number 1, April '97 p: 17 
Dear Ed, 

I have only just recently joined the Queensland Divi sio n of 
FA.A.A. and have just read the April issue of Slipstream . .I 
thorough ly enjoyed reading the journal and I am looking forward 
to further issues. 

Perhaps I coµld shed a little light on your mystery photograph 
on page seventeen I think you will find it was Ava Gardner walking 
on the dock at Williamstown for the film On The Beach. Just at 
the moment I cannot recall the year, but l believe the H.M.A.S. 
Sydney was tied up opposite the submar ine which is visible i 
the photo . 

Thanking you in anticipation of further good reading, 
I remain, Yours faithfully, 

Bob Witt, Upper Mount Gravatt, Qld. 

* * * 
Dear Ed, 

MYSTERY PHOTOGRAPH . 
By now I would imagine that you would have received a reply 

to the above subject in "S lipstream " Vol 8 No. l April 1997, but if 
not I will try. I got the information from the Naval Museum at 
Fort Scratchley in Newcastle. 

Name: NATHAN HALE 
Built: General Dynamics 
Comm: 23.11 .63 

Not sure of 'The Place ' but could be taken from Merewether 
Street wharf, Newcastle with the State Dockyard in the 
background!!!!!?? Peter Field 
PETER, THANK YOU FOR YOUR INTEREST AND THE TROUBLE YOU WENT 

TO IN RESEARCHING THE MYSTERY BUT AS YOU WILL READ ELSEWHERE IN 

TH IS ISSUE THE BOAT WAS A " BRIT" IN DISGUISE. ED. 



Dear Ed, 
I thought that the enclosed rare photograph may 

interest "Slip stream " read ers. It was shot by me on my 
W Kodak A camera in the P.O. ' a m ess deck , H.M .A.S. 

, YONEY - Korea n War 1951-52 . 
As yo u can see the Me ss President - P.O. "Righteous 

Roy" Torren s - ably supervi sed me from the favoured 
reclining pos ition. Please kee p the photograph for the 

archives. 
·'Digger " Schm idt and ·Taff ' Eva ns were a lso 

members of the mess at this tim e. 
Regards. Ron Richards 

To Mike Lehan. 
Dear Mike. 

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL 
The AWM note s that ... " over a quarter of our one million visitors 

each yea r are now under 16 yea rs of ·age. We can no longer assume 
that our visitors are familiar with Australia's military hist ory. ' ... "To 
co ntinue to meet th e comme m ora tiv e function of the Memorial 
properly , we need to re-t e ll the stories of those who served in a way 
that a ll visitors , no matter what age or background , ca n underst and 

and remember. ' 
The Memorial ga llerie s are to be restructured aro und five broad 

periods of co nfli ct in which Australians have see n active serv ice. The se 

are: 
co loni a l conflicts; 
the First World War; 
the Second World War ; 
the Korea n and South-Ea st As ian wars ; and 
peacekeeping and pe ace enforceme nt operat ions. 

The memori al will inco rp orate material pr ese ntl y in the Na va l, 
Prisoners of War and Women in War ga lleries into a ll these galleries . 
The aim is to ensure that visi tors , no matt er which ga llery they visit, 
will carry away with them some apprec ia tion of the contribution and 
expe rienc e of Austra lians in these areas. 

RN FAA OFFICERS 
ASSOCIATION (FAAOA) 

FAAOA First of the month meeting s are to be held in 
the Naval Aviation Museum L 200 first Wednesday of each 
month. RAN personnel are welcome . (Contact Mike Lehan 
on 21 7463 or Tony Taylor on 43 9291. 

My name is Peter Matthews and I was a CPOME D in a former 
life when I served on the rea l HMAS Melbourne with A4Gs, Trackers , 
Wessexs and Sea Kings aboard, on 2 occasions for wh ich I thin k I 
was the only CPOMED to do so, although, unfortunately not wit h 
CAG. 

I wou ld be gra tefu l for any ass istance you co uld provide to assist 
in ob tainin g the above ite ms. 

Sincerely , Pe1er Mauh ews, B.App. SC.( Phys io) M.A. P.A. 
Lon g Island Phys iotherapv & Sports lnj ur_v Centre , 

I was wondering whether 
during the upcoming reunion in 
October / November there are 

,..,.......ny plan s be in g made for a 
'Swap Meet" type of activity or 
a "wa nted to bu y" co lumn in 
yo ur new s le tt e rs for HMAS 
Melbourne memorabilia. 

I am particula rly interested in 
obtaining the following items 
and naturall y prepare d to pay 
well for them ..... 

1. HMAS Melbourne replica 

ships bell that was so ld at the 
tim e of her decommissioning, 
and, 

2. An y Vid eo footage o f 
Flight Dec k operation s or Ii fe 
aboard Me lbo urn e in general, 
and particularl y any video 
foo tage of news or o ther 

program~ produced by the ships 
TV st udi o, ESPECIALLY a 
copy of the 90 second shower 
video . 

F.A.A. Reunion 1996, Tweed Heads/Coo langatta 
L to R Rear: Bert Dickson , Darcy Doyle. Peter George and Dick Prentic e 

Front : Reg Gilb erl 
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WOMEN IN THE NAVY 
(WRENS/WRANS/RANNS/FAA/RAN) 

Australian Naval Aviation Museum Project Aviation Museum Proiect 

Correspondence to: Lt Cdr Bob Geale, Curator, Australian 

Naval Aviation Museum, PO Box A/5, Naval PO, Nowra NSW 

2540. Phone: (02) 4421 1920. Fax: (02) 4421 /999. Email: 

anam@ozemail.com.au, bobteale@ozemail.com. au. 

What's required ? 

ANYTHING which may help mount a more permanent display 

on women in the Navy , at the Australian Naval Aviation Museum 

in Nowra - in preparation for HMAS Albatross 50th Anniversary 

and Fleet Air Arm cele bration in 1998 . 

I. LETTERS: Can you write one to the Curator of the Museum 

outlining your experiences in the Navy , reminiscences , what sort 

of work you did, working hour s. expectations, where you served, 

living quarters , eating and bathing facilities, segregation , 

fraternisation , where you were trained, discharge requirements , 

attitudes - in other words, anything you can recall which may be 

of intere st, relating to your time in the Navy . If you'd prefer , write 

to either Alex or myself (put Attention: Pat Smith/Sandra Ulrich, 

somewhere on your envelope) but don't forget to put your full 

name and address on the letter , just in case there is some reason 

to contact you again . 

that the Mu seum can use for display or arch ival purposes , please 

let us know. Personal photographs are precious to a lot of people, 

but sometimes there are photos sitting about in cupboar ds which 

we don't really know what to do about - if you have any such 

material (dated and identified in some way) which the Museum 

can use, the donation would be gratefully received. 

3. UNIFORMS/PART UNIFORMS/BADGES , 

DOCUMENTS: Original material (if avai lable ) - It would 

be appreciated if you state what you want done with this. If it has 

to be returned, just ensure you've stated this somewhere and given 

your full name and addr ess and phone numbers . Written 

descriptions will help to identify any items you ' ve sent to the 

Museum which might be used for display. (Perhaps arrangements 

could be made for collectio n). 

4. BOOKS/NEWSLETTERS/POSTERS: Books or old 

copies of new slett ers or magazines are a valuable source of 

information which can be stored at the Museum for archiva l or 

display purposes. Also , is anyone writing a book at the moment? 

Who ? 

5. RELATIVES/FRIENDS: If you're aware of anyone else 

2. PHOTOGRAPHS: Dates. places! people and events - all who may contribute to this project , show them this note. Hopefully, 

of these are encompassed in photographs. If you have anything they may also be able to help in some way . 
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Left: Anne 
KELSON with 

: Kerrie & Kerry 

, .. Jr~:::;h;;:ew~:! 
enjoying their 
hospitality. ( JO 
April 1997) 
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Greg 'Skinhead' Kelson and wife Anne offer 
this pictorial re cord of a recent visit to 
'Sandgrope r'. country. 

Left: Bob & Shirley Gilmour with Keith Doncon 
in the foyer of the new clubrooms of the 
ROCKINGHAM BRANCH , EX-NAVALMENS 
ASS. ( /I April, I 997) 
These club rooms would be the best, better than 
any I have seen in West Australia. 

Above: A brief stopover in Nowra, a trip to the 
Museum. Lynne & Brian Mitchell, (Nam(e) 
/95 3- 1959) of Ulverstone (7 May 1997) 

Left: Still mates , Entry 1954. 
John & Avis Gorin, Anne & Greg Kelson at 
Armadale . West. Aust. (29 March /997) 
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SOME NAVAL AVIATION UPDATES 

THE KAMAN SUPER SEASPRITE 
SH2G(A) 

The Minister for Defence, the Hon . Ian McLachlan , 
announced Kaman Aerospace International as the preferred 
tenderer for the New Intermediate Helicopter (NIH) - Project 
Sea 1411. Kaman will supply 11 Super Seasprites for use on 
the RAN's new ANZAC frigates. The Kongsberg Penguin 
was selected as the air to surface mis sile for the Seasprite. 

Following a tough contest with the GKN Westland Super 
Lynx the Super Seasprite was chosen as being best able to 
meet Defence 's demanding requirements. The combination 
of Super Seasprite/Penguin sensors and systems, as well as 
through life support of the helicopter gives the Fleet Air Arm 
a potent weapon platform for the 21 century. The primary 
role of the helicopter will be to increase the combat 
effectiveness of the ANZAC frigate by providing over-the
horizon surveillanc e, targeting and strike capability. 

The Minister has pointed out that Australian Industry 
would be significantly involved in the acquisition phase and 
that the majority of the work relating to integration of the 
weapons systems and flight simulator software support 
would be supplied by Australia. 

Statistics 
Engine: Twin T700 GE gas turbine. 1,723 shp 

each. 
Cargo Hook: 
Max. Take Off Weight: 
Useful load : 
Range: 
VNE: 
Hover: 
Service ceiling: 

4,000lb capacit y 
13,5001b 
5,0701b 
540NM 
140knots 
OGE 14,600 ft/lGE 17 ,600ft 
20,400ft 

• Sea King helicopters are converting to the maritime 
utility support role and will retain their torpedo and depth 
charge capability . This (Life of Type Extension) program 
will complete with the seventh (ex RN) Sea King in 1997. 

• Project 1411/28 -14 New Intermediate Helicopter s 
(surface surveillance and attack) to be introduced to support 
the eight ANZACs in 2000. A second phase is planned for 
the OPC possibly bringing numbers up to 23 or more. 

• Project 1405 - The fitting of Electronic Surveillance 
Measures, Electronic Protective Measure s and Forward 
Looking Infa Red to the 16 S-70B-2 helicopters. All aircraft 
should be modified by 1999 - a major capability upgrade. 

• In the recent budget, the Government approved the 
introduction of the four attrition S-70B -2 helicopters into 
the operating pool - making 16 available. These four aircraft 
should be available from 97/98. 
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AIRCREW RECRUITING 
EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS 

The RAN requirement that all officer aircrew applicants 
have achieved a pass in a physical scie nce related subject 
(Physics, Chemistry or Multi Strand Science) may be 
significantly limiting the pool of potential pilot/observer 
recruits . 

The years '92 to "96 show the total science candidature 
dropped by 13,051 despite a steady total HSC candidature. 
In "96 the total number of students attempting physics was 
only 15.2% of the total HSC candidature. 

Regardless of their intellectual cap ac ity , st udent s 
attempting to maximi se their post-secondary education and 
employment opt ions are less likely to select demanding 
subjects that may result in a reduced TER score. This would 
suggest that advertising set educati onal requirements as a 
first step recruiting filter , may not be the best strategy 
especially in a period where recruitin g targets are not being 
met. 

While mathem atical gymnastics and a familiarity with 
physics were an element of the not too distant past , this has 
changed considerably in recent time s as aviators are now 
systems managers who program the aircraft 's computers to 
conduct some of the tasks previously performed manually. 
However they require the learnin g ski lls and education to 
be able to monitor , interpret and act upon the expanding 
amount of informati on presented to them in an increasingly 
complex aircraft and operating environment. 

Staffing action is under way to review the required 
standards . However , the quality of the overall pass for all 
HSC (or equivalent ) subjects, followed by flying aptitude 
screening appears to be a better determinant of the aircrew 
course graduation probability. 

• The Government also recently approved the fitting of 
basic Electronic Warfare survivability equipment to the Sea 
Kings as part of the need to fit alt military transport aircraft 
with a basic capability. 

• The two LPAs (HMA Ships KANIMBLA and 
MANOORA) are being modified to primarily carry 
Blackhawk , Sea King and Chinook helicopters, but could 
carry other types of helicopter. A study is underway to look 
more closely at the options available for embarked troop 
lift. 

• The two new Hydrographic Ships will have aviation 
facilities capable offully supporting up to intermediate sized 
helicopter operations - the helicopter requirements are under 
investigation. 

• Funds have been allocated ($45M) and final approval 
is being sought to commence stage 1 of the redevelopment 
of HMAS ALBATROSS. 



MYSTERY PHOTOGRAPH 
The mystery photograph in the April edition of "Slistream" generated, I an happy to say, quite a lot of interest and it was 

interesting to note just how much information is contained in the collective memory ( All one has to do is to discover a 
catalyst to get the old bra in working again). 

I have included two ·'mystery photographs" in this edition. The group photo shouldn ' t be too difficult , the other will be 
a real test and you will have done well if you can identify the young matelot (now aged in his seventies). The place and 
time - well, a remote possibilty ! 

27 JUL Y, 1997 - SLIPSTREAM/FL Y NAVY 



From: Barry Lister 
Enclosed is a story from 'People' magazine. Some of you might remember the occasion and/or the Saboteur and Bill Morris. I'll try 

and make contact with him. 
I went close once to being a victim of sabotage - in 1975 I bought, from France, a Nord 'Norecrin' 1203 - a Messerschmidt design 

produced just after WW2 and after restoration, painted it in a ME I 09 camouflage scheme and it looked quite spectacular. I operated 
it out of Speke Airport, UK and then from a 600 yard farm strip in North Wales. One day, I took it on a test flight with my 'Penciller' 
mate with me. Halfway through the test, heavy rain developed and visibility dropped dramatically , so I headed back smartly to the 
Airfield. There was a tree to avoid on approach and trees on the left side of the start of the strip which sloped from left to right as well. 
On short finals, gear down and full flap (Big Fowler type flaps), just as I veered slightly left to ensure being clear of the tree -
visibility very bad - there was a loud bang and the aircraft immediately went hard left and wing down! Well. I can tell you that craps 
were trumps at a rate of knots. Everything went full right - stick and rudder - I slammed the flaps up as I put full power on, intending 
to go round, get some height and check things out. Almost instantaneously, thought - No - get on the ground ASAP, so, pulled on flap 
again and pulled the power right off. We were in a left curve. I said to Pete "we're going to hit the tree". He said nothing! By this time, 
rudder and stick were about IO feet outside the starb'd side of the cockpit. We cleared the trees and then it looked like the left wing tip 
might dig in - by this time we were over the fence and just above the stall. At the last second the left wing lifted and we were on! 
Investigation showed that a split pin had been removed from the port flap operating arm. Police were involved, but nothing found . 
Everything happened so fast, I didn't realise I had asymmetric flaps until the moment of touchdown. The stall allowed the port flap to 
drop down to equal the right flap. Pete and I enjoyed a few very stiff gin and T's afterwards, I can tell you! My preflight inspections 
are much more thorough since then. The split -pin position was such that it was almost impossible to inspect. 

The Nord is still in N.Wale s. waiting for another test flight when I go over again - maybe! My mate , Pete , finally spoke after we 
landed . "Whew" he said. 

Strange Encounters with John Pinkney, 
Australia 's leading investigator 

of UFOs, Ghosts and Psychic Phenomena 

ESP SAVES AUSSIE PILOT FROM FIERY DEATH! 
An Australian naval test pilot narrowly escaped blazing 

death in a boobytrapped plane - thanks to a young mechanic's 
powerful premonition of doom . 

"It happened in 1951, during the Korean War," recalls 
People reader William H. Morris of Wickham Terrace , 
Brisbane . 

"As an aircraft airframe fitter on HMAS Albatross, it was 
my job , along with two assistants , to overhaul a pair of Sea 
Fury fighters. 

"The control of these aircraft (ailerons, rudder and 
elevators) had corroded in the shocking flying conditions of 
a Korean winter. 

"It was our job to remove the controls, treat the corrosion 
and then replace them. A fellow petty officer then checked 
everything - and we both signed a Form A 700 for the work 
done . 

"After we'd followed the strict procedures, the first Sea 
Fury had a successful test flight. 

"Next day, it was the second aircraft's turn. 
"After it was pushed out of the hangar, the pilot followed 

the usual routine, pulling at the controls to check for 
attachment - and kicking the wheels to test air pressure, 
before entering the cockpit. 

"Half an hour later , he was checking the engine revs and 
the tail was bouncing in the piston engine 's slipstream. Only 
seconds remained before it flew . 

"It was then that I had an overwhelming premonition 
something was terribly wrong. 

"I hadn't the faintest clue what the matter was - only that 
the Sea Fury must not take off under any circumstances. 

"While these warning bells were ringing in my head, I 
found that the slipstream was pushing me to the tail section. 

"And there, facing me, was the evidence of my 
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premonition." 
The 2BA bolt attaching the control linkage to the rudder 

was in position .. . but the nut had been removed. 
"The moment the plane performed a roll, this bolt would 

have fallen away. The sl ipstream would then have torn the 
flapping rudder from the fuselage , causing a crash and killing 
the pilot. 

"I knew for sure the nut had been there when we made 
the check. 

"I also realised that its absence would result in a court 
martial. 

"But these thoughts, flashing through my head , were 
overwhelmed by the necessity to stop the plane moving 
away. 

"I signalled to the pilot, then told him the tail section 
needed a slight adjustment. Deeply relieved , I fitted the 
necessary locknut. 

"For 30 years, the mystery of that missing nut nagged at 
my mind. 

"Then in 1985, while living in Perth, a chance encounter 
gave me the answer. I met a bloke who used to arrange 
boxing matches for young ratings on HMAS Albatross and 
Sydney . 

"Whe n I told him my navy time had expired in November, 
1952, he said, "That means you missed the rating who 
committed suicide. He killed himself in the cells at Nowra , 
after he was caught sabotaging aircraft in the hangars." 

"At last, everything was clear. It was that so-and-so who'd 
removed the nut from my plane . 

'I'll forever be grateful to that deeply-buried part of my 
mind that had somehow sensed the nut was missing - thus 
saving the pilot from a terrible death." 



From THE 
MUSEUM DIRECTOR 

Fundraising 
The Capital Campaign Committee led by Admiral Robertson 

has been hard at work attempting to raise the necessary funding 
for our Stage 4 development , which includes the multi purpose 
theatre; curators empire, inclu ding a library, research centre and 
proper storage facilities; an admi nistration comp lex; an ex hibition 
hall which will among other things display the womens role in 
naval aviation; a sma ll convention centre area with cooki ng 
facilities and toilets and showers. We are fort unate to have Mr 
Ray Williams as our major benefactor who has pledged $ 1 million 
over 5 years from 1995. 

The project cost of Stage 4 is $1.7 million and unfortunately 
because of difficulty in rais.ing the balance, Stage 4 completion 
date has been delayed until the year 2000. The theatre will 
therefore not be ready for our reunion in 1998. 

Engineer Sponsorship 
Our sincere gratitude is extended to Mr Ray Williams for 

sponsoring an engineer on staff for three yea rs, commenci ng 
February this year. This sponsorship is valued at $105,000 and is 
designed to achieve two main object ives: 

I. progress aircraft restoration and display aircraft maintenance 
in a more professional manner ; and 

2. supervise Long Tem1 Unemployed personnel in "Work for 
the Dole'· scheme . 

This project is paying huge dividends and progress on the 
hangar floor has been outstanding . Don Parkinson, who supervi sed 
eight New Work Opportunities (Lnng Term Unemployed scheme 
under the previous government) on the Fi refly restoration project 
is continuing as our engineer superv isor under the current 
sponsorship. 

Family Air Days 
These major fundrai sing event s are becoming increasingly 

popular as a safe family day out. We now have a wide range of 
childrens entertainment and the flying display offers a wide variety 
of interest for the aviation ent husiast. Our gratef ul thanks and 
sincere appreciation is extended to all our participants who have 
upported our cause so willingly and enthusiastically. 

fhe History of Naval Aviation 
It is with great regret that I have lo report Bob Nicholls has 

resigned as the Author of our History. We have signed a 'Deed of 
Release ' with him and the Museum now owns the copyright of 
all work carried out by the author. As part of that agreement I am 
obliged to place the following notice in Slipstream/Fly Navy: 
"While research and analys is of the historical material in this work 
has been carried out by naval historian Bob Nicholls , copyright 
in the work has been assigned to the Australian Naval Aviation 
Museum Foundation in order that the Foundation can use the work 
in whatever way it sees fit" . 

This means that the Museum is now attempting to finish the 
work to meet the original deadlines. The draft manuscript has to 
be ready for professional editing by 31 September- we therefore 
will have our backs to the wall to comp lete the job , which is an 
enormous ask at this stage of development. However, we intend 
to do our best. 

You can help out there by providing some amusing sto ries/ 
anecdotes and photographs. They are extremely slow in coming. 
Please do not let us down. Assist us in making this book someth ing 

FLY 
NAVY 

HMAS ALBATROSS-HISTORY GOLDEN JUBILEE 
COMMEMORATION 

The 'Museum ' is producing a history ofHMAS ALBATROSS 
as a Jubilee commemoration keepsake. 5000 copies half in hard 
back, as a fundraiser for the Museum. We need amusing stories 
for this project! Old photographs would be invaluable, as in both 
these history projects we want to use 'never before published 
photographs' if we can. 

We are hoping to include names of every person who was 
posted to ALBATROSS in the period. The book will be on sale 
during the Reunion and particularly the Air Day -supported by 
Companies who have done business with NAS over the years . 
The book will therefore , contain advertisements along the 
following lines: 

·'Rolls Royce (logo ) congratulates the Fleet Air Arm and 
HMAS ALBATROSS on the celebration of the Jubilee" eg . 

Please send in those stories and photographs to: The Director , 
ANAM. PO Box A 15. Naval PO. NOWRA NSW 2540. 
Photographs wil l be copied and sent back to you as soon as 
possible. 

Centre section fitted to fuselage. 
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THE SOPWITH PUP 
On 20 May 1997 some ten months since 

assembly began , the aircraft left its secluded 
position behind the Museum's Dakota and 
with the help of 6 manpower made its first 
'flight' at low level to a new site near the MTU 
Workshop. 

The move was made so that the upper 
mainplane centre section could be fitted, and 
was necessary because if further assembly 
was done in its original site, any later move 
would have meant shifting a Tracker and the 
Dakota to get the Pup out to another area in 
the museum . 

The construction team is pleased with the 
new location as the aircraft , instead of being 
partially hidden , is now more visible to 
visitors and the construction is sufficiently 
far advanced to show how aircraft were built 
80 years ago . 

All the wing ribs are being assemb led and 
work is progressing on the elevators and 
ailerons. Wings will be the last items to be 
assembled and because of the amount of time 
involved will be done in Sydney. Up to now 
the parts have been cut and shaped in Sydney 
and assembled at the Museum. Assembly of 
the centre section was done in Sydney and 
kept the team occupied for a period of five 
days - the wings will take much longer and 
the travel requirement will be reduced. 

Flag Officer Naval Support Command has 
approved the loan to the Museum of the 6" 
gun formerly fitted in the original HMAS 
Melbourne and similar to that in the first 
Sydney. The gun has been out in the open at 
the Fleet Base for some years. It was from 
the Sydney that a Sopwith Camel was 
launched (from a 15 foot platform) to 
intercept enemy aircraft in June 1918. It is 
planned to display the Pup on the launching 
platform above the gun, and it is intended 
there will be a background representing the 
bridge structure of the original Sydney . 

Captions from top: 

Centre section on arrival at museum . 
Charles carrying out post trip inspection . 

* * * 
Planning the next stage (L to R: Bob 

Ladd, George Beasley, Bob Studdert). 

* * * 
Post planning 'wined down'. 
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"HMAS ALBATROSS JUBILEE 1948-1998" 
HMAS ALBATROSS-PART 1 byBobGeale, Curator 

The first presence of Naval Aviation in the Shoalhaven was on 
8 March 1929 when the Seaplane Carrier HMAS ALBATROSS 
commenced operating her Superrnarine Seagull IIIs from the 
sheltered waters of Jervis Bay. In that same year, Joy Flights were 
also taking place from an area known as MacDonalds Paddock , 
Nowra. 

On 6 July 1935 the Department of Civil Aviation (DCA) 
granted a license to Nowra to operate a Municipal aerodrome on 
a site three miles from Nowra, near Calymea Street. There were a 
number of problems with that site and three years later in 1938, 
at the request o f the Nowra Town Council, a further survey of the 
Nowra area was made. Mr Augerson, for DCA selected a site in 
an area known as Browns Hole, located on the Braidwood Road, 
six miles from Nowra for an aerodrome. 

At that time the Air Board advised the DCA that the selected 
site would also serve as a Royal Australian Air Force Advanced 
Operational Base . 

On 14 June 1939 the Government has acquired 357 acres of 
,rl_a nd at the site and just after the war had been declared a further 

18 acres had also been bought and gazetted. On 19 October 1939 
approval had been given to develop the airfie ld for the RAAF 
and , gradually work started to build the airfield. 

In May 1940 Nowra Municipal Council were granted 
pem1ission to use the airfie ld on a non interference basis with the 
RAAF. By 21 July 1941 the aerodrome was now ready and su itable 
for general use. 

Approval was given for work to commence on building a Base 
with accommodation for 734 personnel , and a further 50 acres 
were acquired. It had been decided that Nowra was to be an 
operational RAAF Base and two Squadrons were to be stationed 
there , a Re co nnai ssance Squ adron and a Torpedo Bomber 
Squadron equipped with Bristol Beaufort Bombers. But it was 
not until the following year , on 7 may 1942 that the RAAF Base 
came into operation. 

Prior to the RAAF opening the Base a Squadron of United 
States Army Air Corps P40 (Kittyhawk) fighters lookin g for the 
airfield became lost on lO March 1942, and landed in a paddock 

~ t Terara. The crews spent the night in Nowra . As one can well 
magine the aircraft departure created enormous interest. 

Unfortunately , one of the wheels of a Kittyhawk hit a hole on 
take off, causing the aircraft to swing. The wing of the aircraft 
struck young Daphne Woods and the pony on which she was 
seated , killing them both. John Hogan who also had been sitting 
on the pony behind Daphne , was knocked off and injured. Shortly 
after the RAAF opened for business they had their first prang. A 

United States Army Air Corp (USAAC) bomber, a Martin 

Marauder (B26) , crashed on landing and was destroyed by fire : 
all survived but two were injured. 

That month torpedo and bombing training operat ion s 
commenced. By day practice torpedoes were released into the 
Bay at the target Ship. and by night the recovered torpedoes were 
fixed up by the Bombing and Torpedo Unit (BTU), ready to go 
again the next day. The BTU was sit uated at the end of the road 

from the Base to the Princes Highway. which is now known as 

the BTU road. 

The BTU camp was at the end of the road where the present 
Timber Mill is situated. Some of the camp buildings are still there 
but unrecognizable. Across the road were the torpedo and bomb 
storage buildings. 

The RAAF Bristol Bombers , USAAC B26 and the Netherlands 
East Indies Air Force aircraft all used the bombing and torpedo 
ranges. During thi s period it is noted that the Chief Ground 
Instructor and his staff were both RAN Observers , both had seen 
operational service flying with the Royal Navy. 

Unfortunately , there were a number of accidents during the 
training, as the memorial at Lady Denman Museum at Huskisson 
testifies to. The most spectac ular and unfortunately biggest tragedy 
happened on 14 April 1943 when a flight of three Beauforts 
comp leted their torpedo drops against the target vessel HMAS 
BURRA BURRA. A Fox Movietone news Cameraman, Mr Eric 
Bierre. was on board the Ship and was shooting shots of the 
Exercise for Movietone News. The aircraft had been briefed to 
do a fly past the Ship followed by a climb and a Prince of Wales 
Feather. The three Beauforts were supposed to climb with the 
lead aircraft continuing straight ahead , while the two aircraft on 
his wings turned outw ards. Unfortunately , one of the aircraft 
turned in towards the leader- taking off his tail and causing both 
aircraft to crash into the sea: both four man crews were killed. 

31 

With the war drawing to an end in Europe the Royal Navy 
was orde red to the Pacific to back up the United States Navy in 
their attack on the Japanese mainland , and those Forces still at 
sea. This became known as the British Pacific Fleet (BPF). The 
composition of the BPF would be a Force made up of over 265 
sh ips. Sydney would be the main Fleet Base. 

When the Carriers were in Sydney for repairs the aircraft had 
to be landed ashore where they could carry out flying training. To 
provide for their needs the British introduc ed the Mobile Base 
system and seve n of these units, ca lled Mobile Overseas Naval 
Air Bases (MON ABS), were established in Australia . They could 
provide all the services needed for the Squadrons that would fly 
into an airfield - workshops, stores , accommodation, transport 
etc. The advance party of MON AB 1 arrived at Nowra Airfield 
on 27 December 1944, to take possession of the Base . They were 
immediately followed by the Main Party , and on 2 January 1945 
Nowra Airfield became the Royal Naval Air Station Nowra and 
was commissioned HMS NABBINGTON . The White Ensign was 
hoisted for the first time, at the Main Gate (the Main Gate in 
those days was near to where the swimming pool was built in 
later years). 

In very quick time the MONAB had turned the Base into a 
working Air Station and by February RNAS Nowra was ready to 
receive and operate the front line Squadrons and their aircraft. 
From the beginning of February there was a continuous movement 
of aircraft as Squadrons disembarked and embarked to and from 

their Carriers , when the Ships went into Sydney for much needed 

maintenance. For most of the Squadron personnel Nowra was 
their first look at Australia and it obv iously impressed quite a 
number of them because they came back after the war. Most of 
the operatio nal Squadrons each had over twenty aircraft and on 
one day alone over one hundred aircraft flew ashore to Nowra . 
On occasions, because of the lack of accommodation. some men 
from disembarked Squadrons lived in tents when they were ashore 
at Nowra . 

Wings magazine extract - 15 May 1945 by Special War 
Correspondent Burton Graham. "T he Fleet Air Ann in the Gum 
Trees": 

It all began back in 166 l when Charles 11 was King. Every 
British Naval Establishment had to be named as one of His 
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Majesty 's Ships, so that everyone could be placed on the ship's 
books. The fact that a person is "on the ship's books" is legal 
proof that he is subject to Naval discipline , which itself is based 
on the Articles of War. 

Thus , when you are driven on to the former RAAF land base 
on the coast of New South Wales , you are boarding a British man
of-war, HMS Nabbington . Perhaps , it would be more correct to 
say you are boarding an aircraft carrier, for its flight deck - the 
hardstanding - is alive with the din of roaring motors . 

Parked in lines , their wings folded, were Avengers, Hellcats, 
Corsairs and Seafires when I arrived at HMS Nabbington. There 
was a busy training programme in progress : torpedo attacks with 
runners and concrete torpedoes - against a sleek destroyer 
emulating the evasive tactics of an enemy cruiser - and practice 
landings on a carrier a few miles out to sea . Many of the newer 
pilots were doing practice "addles" - making landings by following 
the visual signals of the batsman. 

This batsman , I found, was an experienced pilot. He was armed 
with two yellow ping-pong bats. By means of signals with these 
bats he told the pilot come on faster, OK, come on as your are, go 
lower, go higher , too fast, go slower; or he waved him off to go 
round again. At night , the batsman wears a harnes s, which carries 
three yellow lights, one on his chest and one in each hand. 
The Quarterdeck 

On board HMS Nabbington the atmosphere is wholly naval. 
The day begins with Divisions and Morning Prayers , carrying 

on the centuries old tradition that divine worship must be carried 
out daily on each of His Majesty 's Ship s. The Chaplain is an 
Australian , Chaplain Knox , who was with the British Fleet in the 
Normandy invasion. 

I found that the CO of the Station is called the Captain , who 
normally on a ship is in charge of the safety of the vessel. The 
Adj or SAO is the Commander. The Master-at-Arms is much the 
same as our WOD . And in place of our Duty Stooge , there is the 
Officer-of-the-Day who, on board , is the Officer-of-the-Watch. 

Life aboard HMS Nabbington is shiplike in every respect; the 
parade ground is the "quarter-deck "; the mess is the wardroom; 
when an officer gives an order to a seaman and then changes his 
mind , he says: "Belay that" That means: "Forget it, delete all 
reference". 

Another quaint old custom I found during the pay parade. The 
ship's company rating, on approaching the Paymaster , would "off 
caps". Each rating would place his cap in front of the paying 
officer and his money would be tolled out into it. 

I was told that this procedure dated back to the days when 
seafaring men were paid in coins; at the end of a long voyage 
they would have so much due they needed their caps to carry it 
In . 

"It's also very useful for checking on haircuts", the Master-at
Arms told me. 
The Liberty Boat 

The Liberty Boat is the tender that takes men into town at 
1430 hours each day. The "L iberty men " are inspected during a 
parade before leaving the ship. They are inspected again when 
they return "on board" . 

The Shore Patrol consists of ordinary seamen who take their 

turns to do the job carried out by our SPs. Each man has his turn 
at Shore Patrol and plays a part in keeping discipline in public 
places. 

The seamen on HMS Nabbington have their "beer canteen" as 
well as the officers. Each man is also entitled to his daily tot of 
grog, which consists of rum and water. "Neaters" undiluted rum 
- is given after actions and under ·special circumstances. The 
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officers receive theirs neat on all occasions. 
Going back to Nelson 's day, the Officer-of-the-Day carries 

out a thorough inspection of the ship's quarters. The Marine bugler 
goes into the cabins first and sounds the G-note . The Petty Officer 
says: "Attention for rounds", and walks in front of the Officer
of-the-Day. 

I found that most of the slang used by the men was much the 
same as that used in the RAAF, with some exceptions. A Shore 
Establishment is called a "Sto ne Frigate". The sea is the "ogwas h" 
or "ogg in" -instead of a plane going in the drink , in goes in the 
ogwash. 

The Met Officer is called "Seaweed" , the Dental Officer 
"Toothie ", and the Ship's Carpenter, "Chips". 

A Seagull Floatplane is a "Stringbag" or "Shagbag ". A "sprog' ' 
is an "urk". 

And a mysterious person by the name of Harry keeps cropping 
into the conversation. If you've "had it", it's Hadders ; if you're 
going to bash the spine, or "flake out", it's Harry Flakers and so 
on. 

The men of the Fleet Air Arm have their songs, too. One night 
in the Wardroom I was introduced to some of them. One of the 
lyric s went-

They say in the Air Force the Landing's okay 
If the pilot can step out and still walk away; 
But in the Fleet Air Arm the prospect is grim 
If the landing is poor and the pilot can 't swim 
When the batsman gives lower; I always go higher 
Straight into the barri er and prang a Seafire -
The boys up in goofe rs all think that I'm green 
But I get a commission from Supermarine. 

Extractfrom 'Wings ' 1945 
723 Squadron later joined by 706 Squadron were both resident 

squadrons providing the neces sary training to the Fleet and 
aircrew. 723 Squadron was a Fleet Requirement Unit (FRU) and 
provided targets for the ships and fighters while 706 Squadron 
was a Refresher Flying School with all types of aircraft flown by 
the BPF. The senior pilot of 706 was an Australian. 

On 2 August 1945 the 3rd Carrier Air Group formed up at 
RNAS Nowra with Avengers and Corsairs . Shortly afterwards , 
on 15 Augu st 1945 the war ended and VJ Day was declared. 

The run down of the BPF commenced but Squadrons continued 
to arrive at Nowra. Some to "Pay Off ', leaving their aircraft here 
in Australia and the officers and men catching the first availabl 
troopship home to "B lighty", or to take their "Demob " in Australia. 

As MON AB 1 (HMS NABBINGTON) was the longest serving 
RN FAA Unit in Australia she was the first to pay off, on 15 
November. On the same day, RNAS Nowra became HMS 
NABSWICK (MONAB 5 transferred from Jervis Bay) and the 
run down continued. Jervis Bay was returned to the RAAF. 

In February 1946 HMS NABSWICK 's Ships Company and 
remaining Squadrons sentimentally marched through the streets 
of Nowra to say farewell to the town. 

On 18 March 1946 HMS NAB SWICK was paid off and the 
Royal Navy finall y departed Nowra. The Base was returned to 
the RAAF, albeit in a caretaker capacity , ' to be retained, but not 

maintained'. 8Z8 Squadron remained until 5th May 1946 when 
they flew back on board HMS INDEFATIGABLE. 

It would be two years and three years days until the Base of 
Nowra would once again echo to naval commands and pipes when 
on 8 March 1948 , the RAN Advance Party arrived to take over 
the airfield for the Royal Australian Navy . 
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from 
DON PARKINSON, TECHNICAL ENGINEER 

To all yo u ex 'Spa nner Wank ers' o ut there who still think a 

torque wrench settin g is two cl icks of the e lbow, this is the ANAM 

Eng ineer ing upd ate. 

My co ntributi on to this period's Slipstream is mainly due to 

the ANAM Director 's power of delegation. How ever, I shall trea t 

it as a labo ur of love and I will co ntinue with updat es durin g my 

st int as a member of the 'ever act ive ' ANAM staff. 

A recent donation from one of our m ajo r spon sors has crea ted 

a position for me at the Museum and has a lso allowed us to em ploy 

the services of two very ab le long term unemploy ed per so nne l. 

We have their se rvices for a 24 week period which wi ll enab le us 

to co ntinu e with ongoing projects, both hav e sk ills which are of 

great assistance and , they are very enthusiastic. 

Our latest acquis ition is the Bell AH IP "Huey Cobra". This 

aircraft is proving to be a big draw card , mainly because of its 

awe inspiring threatening looks. It es tabli shes inter es t among all 

types of visitors young and o ld . The "inl ine" , sca t behind sea t 

nfiguration of its era is rep licated in many co mb at helic op ters 

of today: eg "Apac he Longbow". 

A Mig 15 flew in during our last Air Day and is being housed 

temporarily. A very rob ust piece of kit , the eq uiv alent of some of 

our fa rm machinery. co mplim e nt s the ot her one we have in the 

hangar. 

Mike and 1 had an interesting run recently, we responded to an 

offer of a jet eng ine that Wollongo ng TAFE had no further use 

for. On arrival we discovered it was an o ld sect ioned Goblin . 

How they acqui red it is anyone's g uess I 

A Squirrel cockp it modul e has been converted to an interac tive 

disp lay for visit ing child ren, (both large and small) . Many of the 

instrume nts and controls used in this co nstruct ion represe nt aircra ft 

from our past; for examp le the instrument panel contains a palouste 

air start pane l. 

Moves are afoot to d isplay the Auster Autocar on a pole in the 

hangar. "Bi ll Van Gennip the Chippie" has been co nsign ed to 

1ild the pole. l will include a photograph in Fly Navy when the 

job is comp lete. 

Our resident volu nteer ca rpenter Mr Murray McL ea n is always 

contrib utin g in the wood work in g department. He did a 

magnificent job on the shelvi ng and cupb oa rd s in the Museum 

Van (Pantech). His lates t creation being the construction of display 

she lving in the "Old Memories" sect ion. 

Partners in crime , Ray Larder and Ron Ross continue their 

never endin g devotion to vo lunt ee r restoration (every Saturday) 

are worth their weight in beer. Ray and Ron go way back to the 

ea rly days when a few of us answe red the call of Cris George & 

Rob Partington. Gannet 846 was our first chosen project in 1989 

- keep at it fellows. The mo st recent enterprise being the Bell 47, 

estimate two third s finished. Ray will correc t me I'm sure . Wanted 

desperately - does anyo ne out there hav e a Bell 4 7 transparent 

cockp it bubble tucked away in their garage? 

Two major co ntributi ons to the workshop rec ently , were metal 

cutting shears and a mitre saw. The shears were bought and 

de livered by George Beasley and the saw purchased from funds 

prov ided by the NSW FAA Division. Ison's Hardware have been 

very ge nerous in providing an arrangement of tools and paints at 

no charge, for which we are extremely grateful. 

A face familiar to a ll Tracker maintainers drifted into the 

Mu seum last week, Bomber (Leon) Brown. Anxio us to get hjs 

hands dirty, l think there 's a good chance he wi ll be a regular. 

Volunteers - Our gratef ul thanks are exte nded to Peter Penny, 

Bob Pearson , Bill Kerr , Frank McPherson , Fatty Camm, Roy 

Pickering and Les Matterson for curing the massive headache of 

finding a home for the end less amount of stores items . T he team 

is ably led by Peter Penny who has devoted so much of his time 

to the task. 

Reunion 98 - It is intended to erect a large photographic disp lay 

(co llage) in the near future, to accommodate photograp hs se nt in 

by members. I have been nominated as the project officer for this 

lab our of love as a vo lunt eer task. Please PLEASE send you r 

m os t nostalgic photograph for display on the board. The 

ph o tograp hs will be transferred to an album to become a 

permanent record of o ur life in the FAA , and in custody at the 

Museum for ready reference after the 50th Anniversary Reunion. 

The intent is to gradually build on it till its culmination in Oc tober 

'98. 

Wishing you a ll good health. 

Ray and Ron Restoration Team 
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THE FUNCTION CENTRE by Dean Pinner, Executive Chef 

From humble beginnings the Australian Naval Aviation 
Museum Function Centre has grown into a unique venue for a 
function as well as normal daily trading as a restaurant. 

The friendly staff of the Function Centre consists of the 
Executive Chef, 3rd year Apprentice, 1st year Trainee and our 
Cleaner come Kitchen Hand . The Function Centr e Chef has 16 
years experience in the catering industry with experience in 
functions , al a carte, industrial as well as dietary cooking. 

Natalie Boyle is a third year apprentice and part of Natalie's 
apprenticeship sees her spend one day a week off the job training 
at Wollongong TAPE and four days a week at the Function Centre. 
With great skills and talent for the catering industr y Natalie will 
make an excellent Chef. 

Thinking of somewhere to hold your Christmas Party, well 
think no more! We have a wide range of Xmas menus at affordable 
prices, for small or large groups . 

The Function Centre also caters for bus tours. Anything from 
a morning tea of cake and biscuits, a light lunch of sandwiches, 
fruit and cake to a hot lunch, a selection of soup and roast or roast 
and dessert or a fully catered bar be que on our observation deck 
or downstairs in the grassy bar be que area. 

We are also an excellent venue for your business conferences 
with several areas available from small groups of 4 up to groups 
of 110. Conference equipment available includes overhead 
projector, video and television. 

On behalf of the staff of the Function Centre, we hope to see 
Our first year trainee , Glen Parkes, who has only been with us you soon. 

for 6 months, has shown good skills in a short time. As a trainee Bon Appetite. 
Glenn spends two days a week off the job training at Nowra TAPE 
and three days a week on the job in the 
Function Centre . 

Lastly there is Joy Kennedy who looks 
after the cleaning of the Function Centre with 
great expertise, and is also our Kitchen Hand 
when required , 

The Function Centre's daily trading as a 
restaurant entails a blackboard menu 
changing daily as well as a table menu . There 
is a wide variety of meals available ranging 
from soup of the day to burgers , sandwiches, 
open sandwiches, pastries , tortillas, nachos , 
seafood, steaks, pasta and also a Children s 
menu . The Function Centre ca ter s for 
morning teas, afternoon teas and a wonderful 
selectio n of sweet treat s including ; 
devonshire teas, mud cake, cheese cake, 
assorted slices and raisin toast. Drinks 
available are tea, coffee, hot chocolate, 
cappuccino, milkshakes and an assortment 
of soft drinks . 

Our clientele for daily trade consists of 
Defence Force personnel from HMAS 
ALBATROSS including the Parachute 
Training School , as well as the many visitors 
to the Museum or the person who likes to 
dine with a difference , overlooking the 
runway of a fully Operational Air Station. 

As a Function Centre we cater for all types 
of functions. Weddings, Anniversary's, 
Birthdays , Corporate Dinners or Luncheons . 
We have an extensive menu ranging from our 
$20 smorgasbord to a succulent Buffet 
Carvey with butt of beef , leg of pork and 
whole turkey. Hot dishes and a large range 
of assorted salads and superb desserts such 
as gateaux, tortes and cakes. Our table de hote 
menu has an excellent array of entree's, mains 
and desserts to suit everyone's taste. So don't 
delay book your next function with us. The 
Fleet Air Arm Dinner is on Friday 21 
November 1997. 
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MUSEUM SHOP 
by Kaylene Connor, Shop Manager 

from DEREK WHYTE, 
OPERATIONS MANAGER 

Looking back over the years the Museum Shop has changed 

beyond recognition from a small beginning in the old Museum to 

the large area we now enjoy. 
This has involved a great many cha nges, some of which we 

regret. One of them being the loss of two of our staunch lady 

volunteers , Kit Gea le and Elaine Napier. These ladie s have been 

with us from the begin ning, vo lunteer ing their services in the 

shop during the week and on weekends for Air Day s, no matter 

what the weather and doing whatever was requested of them . It is 
with a great deal of regret that we have had to call it a day. 

Unfortunately , with the ons_et of the shop cha nging over to the 

new scanner system and compu terisatio n, it has been nece ssary 

to train up specialist part-time staff for the shop to ensure 
continuity. We wish Kit and Elaine all the very best for the future 

and thank them most sincerely for their suppo rt over the years. 

Their assistance in the Museum wil l be sore ly mis sed. 

Setting up the scanner system has been a mam moth task. We 

,e now up and running , making the shop more efficient and up 

to date. All staff have been trained in the operat ion of the sys tem , 

as on occasions they have to spend relief time in the shop. Our 

stock has increased tenfold and the system has enabled us to 
control it with more accuracy. 

Apart from the usual badges and patches we have now branched 

out into clothing with tracksuits. shorts , T/shirts (kiddie s and 

adults) in various designs and colo urs. Caps , including HMAS 
ALBATROSS that have been approved for NAS personnel to wear 

on Base and books which change on a regular basis, videos, 

giftware and many other items too numerous to menti on. 

Our mail order system is still a popular way of purch as ing 

merchandise for those people who would like to buy but are unable 
to visit us. We are currently in the process of putting toge ther a 

new catalogue to include all of our new stock. This will include 

all memorabilia for the 50th ann iversary of the FAA and HMAS 

ALBATROSS in 1998 including caps, mugs, writing case s and 

per and briefcase bags with logo. The logo has been designed 

especially for the Golden An niversary. 

Catalogues can be obtained by contact ing the Museum on (044) 

21 1920. Our email address is anam@oze mai l.com .au and has 

enabled us to advertise ourselves on the wo rld wide web site. 

The Mobile Display Van was refurbished this year prior to 

visiting Avalon Air Show , which proved a great success (apart 

from the heat, dust and gale force winds!). Avalon Airshow is an 

event nut tu be missed . We were also fortunate in being able to 

meet the Americans (USS Independence and Constellation) when 

they sailed into Sydney Harbour during March and April. A good 

time was had by all as were given the chance to go on board for a 

guided tour, the highlight for some was to actually touch the 

Tomcat - an awesome machine. 

Australian/American relations were well ce ment ed on these 

trips. 

In the coming months the shop will be re-organised with new 

display areas set up and more strea mlined use of floor space to 

enable free flowing traffic, espec ially during peak periods . 

The New Year did not start very well for the Mu seum when 
Th e Australia Day Family Air Day had to be cancelled due to the 
inclement weather. On a brighter note though , we still entertained 
2000 visitors especially by keeping the children's activities 
Uumping castles, dodgem cars, disco and museum train) running 
throughout the day. The only other Family Air Day that has had 
to be cancelled since we hav e started was due to the outbreak of 
the Gulf War. 

The Mu seum purch ased the children's train and two carriages 
and following refurbishment which included a bright new paint 
scheme, it now runs on our Family Air Days with no charge to 
the passe nger s. A station for waiting passe ngers has also been 
constructed . Many parents and children have enjoyed the 
experience of a trip around the static aircraft park on Family Air 
Day's. 

The last Air Day held on 4 May was very succe ssful. We were 
lucky enough to invite a number of Rus sian Built Aircraft which 
included first time visitors to the South Coast the Kamov 35 from 
Heavy Lift and a Yak 52 military trainer as well as our now resident 
Mig 15 owned by Ray Ekinci. As usual our popular visitor, the 
Lockheed Super Constellation as well as the RNZAF Skyhawks, 
the Red Berets Para chute Displa y Team, Squirrel from HC 723, 
RAN Historic Flight and Iroqu ois, the Dragonfly , Iskra , Extra 
300, Trojan , and Wirrawa y entertained an est imated crowd of 4000 
people with excellent perform ance s . Th e lucky car prize of a half 
hour trip around the South Coast in a !ear jet co urtesy of PEL 
AIR is something everyone look s forward to being drawn . We 
were lucky enough to also have a trip in the Extra 300 as our 
maj or raffle prize courtesy of Mr Tom Moon. This will be our 
maj or raffle prize at the next Family Air Day on 24 Augu st. 

The Mu seum Pan Tech display van is a converted semi trailer 
in which a photogra phic display of flying operations in the Royal 
Australian Navy from its inception to the pre sent day has been 
mounted around the wall s. Various pieces of memorabilia 
including an ejection seat, air dropped torpedo , Aim 9B sidewinder 
guided missile and 20mm Skyhawk aircraft cannon are also on 
display . An awning which attaches to one side of the van allows 
cover for the display and sale of items from the Mu seum souvenir 
shop. 

The display van has attended a number of varying venues this 
year including the Avalon International Airshow in Victoria during 
February and two US Navy ship visits (USS INDEPENDENCE 
and USS CONSTELLATION) in Sydney during April and March 
respectively . Due to unforeseen circumstances our usual 

attendance at the Navy week celebrations in Canberra had to be 
cancelled. Planning is presently underway to attend Sydney Navy 
week celebrations later in the year. These visits are not only very 
popular , they are also very succe ss ful in the sale of merchandise 
and promoting the Shoal have n area, and in particular the Museum 
and our Family Air Day s. Promotional material and tourist 
information is handed out during these events. A number of recent 
visitors to the Museum have indicated that they learnt of our 

existence during Display Van visits to their area. Much hard work 
goes into these visits from stocking, packing and loading the Van 
to setting up the displays each day , serving and talking to visitors , 
then packing it away each night. The staff and volunteers who 

35 JULY , 1997 - SLIPSTREAM/FLY NAVY 



carry out this task should be very highly commended for their 
efforts. 

The Museum hangar has been used as a venue for a number of 
diverse activities over the past few months. These have included 
the Shoalhaven Spring Festival Country Music Festival and Line 
Dancing Championships, the Shoalhaven City Street Machines 
annual Show and Shine with over 100 spectacular looking cars 
on display. The Power FM/ Channel lONowra launch of the Big 
Sky television series and the Wolseley Car Club concourse de 
elegance . 

The Function Centre staff have been kept busy with a number 
of weddings, lunches and conferences including hosting a lunch 
for the Governor of New South Wales, the Honourable Mr Gordon 
Samuels and Mrs Samuels . 

An entertaining day was had by all when WIN TV visited to 
produce our new commercial for the Function Centre and in 
particular wedding receptions. The whole bridal party and guests 
consisted of Museum staff and volunteers . We now know what it 
is like working on a TV Soapy, however, the ad was shot with a 
minimum amount of takes and has turned out very well. 

Our regular bus tours have seen visits from Probus clubs , 
various pensioner groups, Laurel clubs, School groups, Defence 
Academy Cadets , Vietnam Veterans , RSLclubs and Fairfield City 
Council. These groups have also availed themselves of morning 
teas, lunches and afternoon teas. 

As part of the Museum's commitment to quality service, several 
staff members have attended the Aussie Host Customer Service 
training workshops. These workshops train personnel to ensure 
each visitor they come in contact with receives a warm "Aussie" 
welcome, friendly service, value for money and a warm invitation 
to come back again. The Museum is proud 
to be one of the local businesses with gold 
accreditation for having a minimum of90% 
of all our employees trained in Aussie Host 
Customer Service principles and skills. 

The Civil Air Terminal waiting room has 
been completed adjacent to the Museum and 
should be opened within the next few 
months. This will allow passengers and/or 
visitors waiting for aircraft to arrive out of 
normal Museum working hours some small 
home comforts eg. coffee making facilities . 

AUSTRAUAN 
NAVAL AVIATION MUSEUM 

NOWRA N.S.\/,1, 

~ 

An ex Army portable hangar that was 
situated on the old 'H' hangar site onboard 
HMAS ALBATROSS has now been moved 
to the southern edge of the Museum car park . 
This will now allow us to have a separate 
area for the stowage of stores and spares . The 
volunteer stores team under the guidance of 
Peter Penny are busily sorting, cataloguing 
and transferring stores to their new home. Latest Display at the Museum, A US Army Huey Cobra .J 

---- - - - -- ------ ~·------ -- ·------------------· 
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Our A4 'SKY HA WK' 

Peter, Bill Frank and Roy 
Ai rcraft Spares Volunteers 

Windy Geale Curator 
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