





























Dear Cmdr Lehan,

Earlier this year my daughter and I visited my husband's (Lt/
Cmdr R.A. Wild (P) RAN) grave in the Nowra cemetery. We
then went to the Naval Aviation Museum where we obtained
information on the history of the Fleet Arm being written by Mr
R.M. Nicholls.

Please find enclosed a cheque for a copy of the book when
published. I am also enclosing my account of our 'Posting to
England' in 1949 and 3 photographs. I freely give you full
copyright and permission to edit and print my story.

I look forward to receiving the book in due course.

Yours truly,

Natalie Lindsay (formerly Wild), Glenelg Nth., S.A.

“In January 1949 my husband Reg. (Lt/Cmdr R.A. Wild) also
known as 'Oscar’ for obvious reasons was a Lieutenant on HMAS
MURCHISON at Watsons Bay NSW when he came home with
the news that we were off to England. Reg. was one of the ex
RAAF fighter pilots during WWII to join Australia’s newly formed
Fleet Air Arm in January 1948. After an initiation into the ways
of the Navy at Flinders Naval Depot and then time at sea the men
were posted to the United Kingdom for a refresher flying course
and to learn the art of deck landings for future duties aboard
HMAS Sydney, Australia’s first aircraft carrier.

We had been married two years and had a baby boy, Neville
and for me the idea of travelling to England by ship (no Qantas
Jjets in 1949) was very exciting.

On 25th March we left Outer Harbour, S.A. aboard the P & O
liner SS 'Stratheden’ to a streamer farewell from family and friends
for nearly two years overseas. Once on board we met up with
Colin Wheatley, Jack Salthouse and Bob Barnett, the other RAN
officers who had joined the ship in the eastern states.

It was a great trip. I loved ship-board life, especially calling
into the port of Fremantle. going ashore by tender at Colombo
Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) then Bombay and having a drink at the
Taj Mahal Hotel where porters in immaculate white tunics used
pulleys to work the big overhead fans to keep us cool. I was
entranced by the exotic beauty of these places but shocked at the
contrast between opulance and abject poverty. Aden was our next
port of call and then the fascination of travelling slowly through
the Suez Canal at dusk seeing Arabs around their small fires on
the banks. On to Port Said and then heading for Tilbury Docks
for my first sighting of the White Cliffs of Dover and the green
fields of England.

Reg's first posting was RNAS Yeovil and we became PG's
(paying guests) in Shepton Beauchamp, a beautiful little village
in the County of Somerset - Reg coming home to us when he
could. We bought a car, a 1933 Standard for £65.0.0 complete
with a sun-roof. but needing Reg's constant attention to keep it
going. Nevertheless, it took us all over England and Scotland as
we travelled like gypsies from one posting to the next, seeing a
great deal of the countryside as we went. Britain was still showing
many scars from the war, with burnt out shells of buildings and
demolition, re-building and food rationing still a part of peoples
lives.

RNAS Culdrose was the next move and we stayed in a house
named ‘The Lizard' perched on a cliff, barren and windswept
landscape but with a breath-taking coastline and sometimes the
eerie sound of fog-horns would wake us in the night. I remember
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Colin Wheatley visiting us one weekend and catching fish from
the tidal cove at the bottom of the cliff.

Reg's next posting was to RNAS Stretton in Lancashire where
it was very difficult to find accommodation so Neville and I spent
sometime with friends in Wolverhampton until we moved into
"Wrenshot Mere', a lovely thatched roof house only a few miles
from Stretton. This stay was memorable because Neville and I
saw snow for the first time and sad because Reg did not get
Christmas leave. However, we saw the old year out and 1950 in
at a party at the camp drinking hot punch and singing Auld Lang
Signe.

Lee-on-Solent was our next destination where we stayed in a
Guest House right on the sea-front. Huge rolls of barbed-wire on
iron stakes used as a defence against invasion were still in place
along the beach. Here we met up again with Nell and Julian
Cavanagh, Barbara and Ken Gray, Gill Campbell, Bruce Sellick
and Bob Barnett. The men came and went and the women kept
each other company.

In April we had two weeks leave in London and I remember
the thrill of seeing King George VI and Queen Elizabeth with
young Princess Margaret Rose, as she was known then. We were
indefatigable tourists taking in all the sights and sounds of London
and we enjoyed it all. I was amazed to find St Pauls Cathedral
standing unscathed amid a half square mile of rubble and in my
diary I make a special mention that we saw a television set working
in the Science Museum!

Reg returned to 808 Squadron at St Merryn and we had a flat *
at Trevone Bay. Joan and David Robertson lived nearby, the
weather was wonderful and it was a lovely place to be. At the end
of June we shared a house at Harlyn Bay with Nell and Julian
Cavanagh and I am enclosing a photo of some of the good times
we had together that summer.

In August we went to Tavistock for the wedding of Pauline
and Digby Johns and then more leave. This time Reg and I and
Neville spent a wonderful weeks' holiday in Paris where there
was no food rationing and we ate steaks and mushroom omelettes.
drank French wine and it was hard to believe there had been a
war.

On the 30th August 1950, 808 Squadron went to sea on HMAS
SYDNEY. It would be three months before we saw Reg again. 1
managed to get myself and Neville aboard the SS STRATHAIRD
and on 12th October we left from Tilbury for South Australia.
Reg. returned on 2nd December.

Sadly 1 was a 'Naval Wife', as the women were euphemistically
known, for only a short time. Reg was tragically killed in an air
collision at Wagga Wagga on 17th May 1953. I was fortunate to
have had those years with him and the friends we made in the
Navy and our children Neville, Carolyn and twins Melinda and
Peter Wild have been a source of pride and pleasure for me.”

A Few Thoughts

to get you through almost any Crisis

* Friends may come and go, but enemies accumulate.

» All things being equal, fat people use more soap.

« If you can smile when things go wrong, you have
someone in mind to blame.

e By the time you can make ends meet, they move
the ends.

* Not one shred of evidence supports the notion that
life is serious.

* There is always one more imbecile than you counted
on.
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Anyway Dick Coe and I lost interest in the value of the prize
when we failed to come up with the answer to a question about
where the first post office was built in Australia. Dick, the brains
of the duo, thought it may have been Sydney, I thought Ballarat.
We were both wrong! I wonder if any of our readers will know
the correct answer?

Other little vignettes of life in the blue jacket band include
‘Blackie’ Dowson, a very talented cornet player entertaining
members of guard with his rendition of the ‘Hornpipe Gallop’
played through the barrel of a nice shiny Lee Enfield .303 rifle.

I am sure there is much more to be added to the history and
lore of the blue jacket band. I saw little of the band after 1956.

Band Corporal Spike Jones
Bank Corporal Jack Noonan
Band Corporal Peter Babbage
Bandsman

PO. Blackie Dowson
PO. Col. Chisolm
PO. Col. Davies
EM. Colin Spence
R.E.M. R.N. Danny Lynch
N.A. Tassie Harnett
N.A. Dave Laird
N.A. Ron Forrest
N.A. Rex E. Smith
D.A. Merve Corrol
N.A. Ron Forbes
N.A. Barry Simpson
REM. R.N. Tom Lysaght
N.A. Wes Drew

N.A. Ron Pink

N.A. John Robson
N.A. Ray Turner
N.A. Geoff Little
PO. Donkey Bray
PO. Taffy Turner
N.A. Theo Bush-Jones
N.A. John Ikin

N.A. Colin Kelly
N.A. Bruce McDevitt
N.A. Tom Holihan
N.A. Bomber Brunswick
N.A. Rolo Sangster
Band Corporal Jack Bessman

No doubt there were some who joined the band because of the
perceived perks, including Special Duties, they thought the band
could offer them. However, many years later, I believe there is
still a sense of pride in a job well done and many good memories
of our times together.

Perhaps Navy Office was impressed enough with the quality
of the F.A.A. voluntary blue jacket band to eventually decide to
put the professional bandsmen (and women) into traditional navy
rig.

Listed below are the names of all the players I can remember.
I an sure it is not complete and will be happy to see any necessary
corrections or additions. John Ikin

Cyril (Cess) Hibbert. Sent to N.A.S. Nowra as Punishment? An excellent Drummer.

Cornet

Cornet

Cornet

Cornet

Cornet

Cornet - Tenor Horn
Cornet - Trombone - Bugle
Trombone

Trombone

Trombone

Trombone - Bb Base - Bugle
Trombone

Euphonium - Cornet
Euphonium

Euphonium

Euphonium - Tenor Horn
Eb Base

Eb Base - Bb Base

Bb Base

Clarinet - Saxaphone
Base Drum

Side Drum

Side Drum

Side Drum

Side Drum

Drum Major/Mace

Drum Major/Mace

(The second Band Master)

EpiToRS NOTE: PHOTOGRAPHS OF SOME OF THOSE MENTIONED ABOVE APPEARED IN ‘SLIPSTREAM’ APRIL 1996.

Vets’ Service

‘listen in’.
To subscribe, send an e-mail to:

Subscription is free.

with Australia.

WELFARE OFFICERS REPORT

Naval and military personnel and veterans have access to a new service that links them throughout Australia via the e-mail.
The Gold Coast-based VetNet is the brainchild of the Veterans’ Independent Consultation Group.
It is designed to allow serving or former personnel to discuss matters of common interest, contact old shipmates or just

Listserv@Home.Ease.Lsoft.Com, with the body of the message marked only with the words: Subscribe VetNet-Australia.

Messages sent to Listserv@Home.Ease.Lsoft.Com will be distributed to all subscribers, usually in about 30 seconds.
The group expects the service to be of particular use to country veterans and those on overseas postings to keep in touch

The group’s Website on the Internet also has been upgraded.
The site can be reached at: http://www.onthenet.com.au/~vetnet/
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4. White T Shirts Blue collar and trim FAA Crest Size 20, 2 off

$20 ea ono.

5. 1 Book - ‘A few Memories of Sir V.A.T. Smith $5.

6.3 Books ‘Flight of the Pelican’ - ‘History of HMAS ‘Nirimba’

etc. $10.

7. FAA Lapel Badges, blue with gold trim 7 off $5 ea.

8. FAA Lapel Badges, blue with silver trim 4 off $5 ea.

9. FAA Round Patches - Dark Blue, Gold Embroidery (2) offers.

10. FAA Association car stickers 8 off, $1.50 ea.

Contact Trevor on (07) 54 993809 to place your orders!

Latest update on the Christmas Dinner - we’ve just reached the

40+ mark. If you can make it, it will be a pleasant evening.

Thanks again from both of us for cards, phone calls and visits to

Marian. she’s fighting hard!

Time’s run out on me, so best wishes to everyone for Christmas

and New Year from us and all of the Executive Committee.
Barry Lister, President.

PS. Trevor Cleary (ex CPO Vict.) and ‘Jaffa’ Robinson have

recently attended the Rugby Reunion at Albatross. Trevor has

written to Capt. Geoff Cole - CO of Albatross - to request that

the Rugby Field at Albatross be named in honour of the late

CPO‘Bluey Guild’. ‘Bluey’ was a great sportsman and an

inspiration for all sportsmen in the RAN. Many people who have

heard of Trevor’s suggestion support it fully.

I’ve been spending a lot of time at Nambour and Royal Brisbane
hospitals over the last 5 weeks - Marian is being treated for breast
cancer which got to the brain and virtually stopped her walking
ability. The good news is that her radiation treatment finishes
next Monday (20th October) and she is having hormone treatment
10 attack the prime cancer. She should be home on Monday night
for some R & R and back for more hormone treatment after a
month. Both of us wish to thank everyone for their strong support,
cards and calls etc. Marian’s visiting list has been pretty large.
Both hospitals reckoned they’d need a special flower room to
manage the array! Marian 1s in good spirits, very positive and
the specialists are positive towards results of the treatment.

My office staff have been terrific and manage very well and Mick
Blair and Dulcie have made their home available which has been
a great help for my travelling. Thanks to Alan and Judy Arnell.
Ian and Florence Henderson and others for offers of
accommodation.

We had a good day at the Carlton United Brewery on 14
September with a turnup of 55. The organiser (Tour Manager)
gave up his Sunday to come in and personally serve lunch to us.
The bar was open for quite a while for free sampling of the various
beers and Guinness. The Brewery donated a nice gift pack for
our raffle - won by Bernice Groom who looks very well and in
good spirits. It was good to see some new members there as
well.

We are delighted to have Max (Tug) Wilson and his charming
wife up in the locality at Kilcoy - Tug is always good at getting
us all laughing, particularly when Trevor Bolitho is there as well
(and Max Gant).

Ian H is about to take off with 4WD and caravan for a trial run.
Florence finishes work next week. Ian will formally resign as
Treasurer at the AGM. Al Smith has resigned from the Committee
due to health reasons. Thanks for your support Al and we all
hope you get well ASAP. Bob Witt has volunteered to stand in
provisionally until formal elections in March. Thanks Bob.
Most of you will be aware of the new Australian Active Service
Medal announced recently by Bronwyn Bishop. However, at this
stage the FESR period has been left out again.
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Ron Baxter has sent an excellent letter to the PM. Ron tells me
that one of our Senior Admirals has an appointment with Bronwyn
Bishop before the end of October and that the head of the Naval
Association is to meet with the PM as well to press the point. We
went to the Gala Ball celebrating 40 years of Malayan
Independence and I met the Malayan Ambassador - a lady - and
spoke about their Memorial. HMAS Melbourne etc and the *56 -
’60 trips, but she really didn’t know what I was talking about. I
realised that she may not have been born then - or only just - so
changed the subject. We had a nice evening compliments of Paul
Everingham - thanks Paul.
Had a phone call from Barrie Lovett (Townsville) last week
wishing Marian well. Barrie will join Mick Blair and myself in
doing the Wessex Presentation at the big reunion. Jock Collins
and Paul Hamon are doing the Tracker Presentation. Jock and
Margaret have been travelling round the Centre and Darwin and
other parts. I think they’re glad to be back.
Arthur Johnson called in to the hospital on Friday (17th) en route
from Townsville to a Mercury Convention at the Gold Coast. He
flew the CT4 on the RAAF Celebration Tour finishing in Broome
then sold it on return almost the same day. Arthur still has the
‘Series’ undergoing full overhaul. He tells me the Mystic Sands
Golf Course is in excellent shape and it is now 18 holes. If
anybody is up that way - 50 kilometres north of Townsville near
Rollingstone - go and have a game. Nice clubhouse, pool etc.
Arthur reckons he’s now in 1/2 share (?) with a colleague in a .
Winjeel - bought at the last auction recently. Sounds like fun.
I did my Biannual Flight Review a couple of weeks ago - 3.1/2
hours ground work to try and catch up with the ever changing °
regulations. The flying side was the ‘easy’ part though I was
subjected to a take-off and landing with 90 degree x 20 knot
crosswind - everything was on the edge a couple of times!
Had a call from John (Donkey) Bray the other day - on the 20th
October it is 50 years since he joined the FAA. He says he won
the championship of the cooking contest at Noosa Show recently.
As I remarked in the last Newsletter - that reminded me of Russ
Ames who wanted to be in the electrical branch and spent his
time as a cook! Good one John.
Ken Hegarty phoned as well from Sydney to give best wishes re
Marian - seen him once and spoken twice after 30 or so years.
Thanks Ken and Claire. Looking forward to seeing you in "98.
Atour last BBQ at Slaughter Falls, Eric Cottrell turned up without
Noel Fischer - Noel drove to Eric’s and as he turned into the
driveway (or thereabouts) the suspension fell apart! So Noel
didn’t make it but sure was lucky it didn’t happen before or after.
I spent yesterday as ‘Mrs Mopps’ at home - mop in one hand.
vacuum in t’other. dustpan and brush in left foot and "Magicked’
the house, ready for M’s arrival home. I now find they're keeping
her 1n for another week or so for further treatment to improve
her walking ability - ah well - the house looks a lot better now.
Bob Brown gave me a photo of the ‘Sydney’ and ‘Melbourne’
which I’ ve had reproduced and I'm sending it to Slipstream (Bob)
to put in when suitable. We don’t know the date but I assume it
might have been in "56. Anyone know for sure?
Ron Forrest sent me an account of an incident at RANAS. I've
sent it to the Editor for inclusion in Slipstream. Thanks. Ron. 1
had lost track of it for a while - it was buried at the bottom of my
‘in’ tray!

Barry Lister
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ALL EVENTS
SHOULD BE PAID
FOR IN FULL BY
SEPTEMBER 1998

REUNION EVENTS COSTINGS
(1998 PRICES - PER HEAD)

EVENT COSTING
$
Registration 35 (Family)
Cocktail Party 15
Barbeque Lunch 15
Dolphin Watch Cruise 25
Ball 50
Kangaroo Valley Visit & Lunch 30
Barbeque Museum 18
Bowls 20
Raceday 10
Golf 20
Sydney Tour/Lunch 40
Raffle (10 Tickets) 20
TOTAL (SUB) $
TO PAY - TOTAL $
QANTAS Flights

Domestic Booking

No. 1312 /5

Quote ID QRXPNM

Golden gwéi/ee
Rewunion 1998
N owea NSW

INVITATION TO REGISTER
& PAYMENT OF EVENTS

The first 500 registration forms will be allocated a number for a
free entry into our raffle, for a nostalgic 30 minute flight in our
resident Lear Jet for a family of five over the South Coast. Please

assist the Committee by registering early.

Registration Fee $35.00 (Family or Single)

REGISTRATION DETAILS

FIRSTNAME: ... ittt

POSTAL ADDRESS: ..ot

ACCOMPANYING PERSONS:
SURNAME: ...t

FIRSTNAME: .o

PAYMENT DETAILS
PAYMENT METHOD:
CHEQUE/MONEY ORDER or CREDIT CARD
Please circle)

VISA ... BANKCARD .............. MASTERCARD......
CARD NUMBER.:........... [ [ [
EXPIRY DATE. ............... TR [,

NAME ON CARD: ...ttt
TOTALTOPAY $ ..ot
SIGNATURE: ...ttt

Instalments can be made of $10.00 per month if required.
Please fax to (02) 4421 1999, or mail to
The Secretary, FAA 1998 Reunion,
PO Box A15, Naval PO, Nowra NSW 2540
or Email: anam @ozemail.com.au
Please make cheque payable to

'Fleet Air Arm Reunion 98"
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