











JFAA Reunion - 28 October - 3 November, 1998

Fleet Air Arm 50th Anniversary Reunion -
Planning Details

Transport

‘Buscs are provided in accordance with the transport schedule in the Registration Kit, to support your travel requirements for all
Reunton. Navy and Museum events - please make use of this facility.

Car Parking at the Museum

If veu really have to use your car during the Reunion period, car parking is restricted either to the Rugby oval or the old Ajass oval.

The Museum carpark cannot be used under any circumstances. because of airfield access, bus turning and the area is required for
functions.

Car Parking on Air Day Sunday 01 November
= General Public - Western Pad and Ajass Oval,

Service Personnel - Sports Fields adjacent to the Museum:;
— FAAReunion - Sports Fields.

The NSW and Naval Police will not let you park in the sports fields unless you have a Reunion Registration ID visible. If you do not
carry your ID card you will be told to park with the general public on the western pad.

REUNION PROGRAMME

Registration is essential because the registration pack will contain ID cards,
tickets to nominated events, the transport plan and other relevant information.

Wednesday 28 October
Museum open 0800 - 1700
Registrations 1000 - 1700 upstairs in the Function Centre
Bar 1200 - 2000

Thursday 29 October
Museum 0800 - 2300
Registrations 1000 - 1700 upstairs in the Function Centre.

- Bar 1200 - 2000

Cocktail Party 1830 - 2000 in the museum hangar (entry strictly by ticket only)
Beat Retreat 2000 - 2030 on the airfield adjacent to the museum (weather permitting) guests

to remain on the museum side of the fence.
RIG. Lounge suits, no medals. Ladies after five.

BECAUSE OF NUMBERS ATTENDING THIS FUNCTION (2000 TOTAL) THERE WILL NOT BE A WET WEATHER
ROUTINE FOR CEREMONIAL SUNSET DUE TO LACK OF ROOM IN THE MUSEUM HANGAR.

Night flying Suppers 2030 - 2300 No booking necessary. In the function centre.
$6 wet dishes for sale for those who would like to stay around and
chat.

Bar 2030 - 2300

Friday 30 October
Museum 0800 - 2200
Registrations 0800 - 1700 upstairs in the function centre.
7 AGM 0900 - 1230 Held in the Army Parachute Training School (towards Nowra Hill).

There will be no refreshments there. Capacity is limited to 150, with
some standing.
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Base Tours 1100 - 1200 We have arranged four buses to do windscreen tours with a short
drop off at J Hangar and the Historic Flight. No booking requir™™~
Take off point is the museum car park. Be on time as the buses Wi
not wait and there is no second chance. We will not make an

announcement.
Museum Tours Will be conducted all day as convenient, by volunteers.
BBQ Lunch 1200 - 1400 We have 1200 guests coming to this BBQ), so be patient. There will

be five BBQ stations serving your needs.

On completion of the BBQ lunch please pick up your chair and take it with you to the hangar door end of the Museum in order that
you have a seat for the Review. It would be appreciated if after the Review, you return your seat to the other end of the Museum in
preparation for the next event. Your assistance in this matter is greatly appreciated and will help our volunteers.

FAA History Review 1400 - 1545 A brief review of our history will be played out by the State Divisions,
' prior to launching the history book. Additionally, there will be a
presentation to our FAA National President by the visiting Canadian

contingent. There will also be a surprise presentation made.

Mini Branch Reunions These reunions are being held across the local area. If delegates .
these events intend coming to the museum for the reunion they must
register to gain entry.

Dolphin Watch 1430 - 1630 Bus departs the museum car park at 1330 for Huskisson. Boat departs
Huskisson jetty at 1430 and arrives back there at 1630. A bus will
be waiting to take guests to Nowra. Be warned - if you are attending
the BBQ, get in the queue early. ’

Jubilee Ball 1900-0001 The ball will be held at Worrigee House. The seating plan will be on
display in the venue foyer and, you will also have one in your
registration bag. There are 950 guests going. Tickets are still available
on the wait list and there is confidence that you will get tickets as
the turnover of seats is a bit like the sharemarket - with good reason,
as our fraternity is not getting any younger.

RIG: The rig for the ball is DJ's with miniature medals. Ladies evening dress equivalent. If you do not have a DJ, then a lounge suit
will suffice. Absolute minimum standard dress is blazer and tie (and trousers). Please avoid any awkwardness that may arise from
not complying with the dress standards.

PN
Saturday 31 October
Museum 1000 - 2300
Registrations 1000 - 1300 In the function centre until 1300, then in the shop downstairs for
late arrivals.
Bar 1200 - 2300
Freedom of Entry Parade 1000 - 1300 Through Nowra, this event is being organised jointly by the Navy

and the Shoalhaven Spring Festival Committee.

Form Up - At the time of going to press Junction Street is
experiencing a long awaited facelift and we do not know if road
works will be completed in time. Therefore, we are planning on
forming up in Berry Street, between Junction and Worrigee Streets.
The route will be along Berry Street to the Post Office, turning left
into Junction Street to head for the Showground, up by the
Shoalhaven hospital.

On completion - On completion of the march, at the Showground,
the City of Shoalhaven intend a short reception to welcome you all
back to Nowra, after which there will be a display involving hundreds
of local school children. ~
Then the Race Day at the Nowra race course awaits you.

Timing - Marchers should muster at the form up point at the Roxy
Cinema in Berry Street. Navy GI's will take charge of us. Anticipate
stepping off about 1100.
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Kangaroo Valley tours

Race Day

BBQ Dinner 1900 - 2300

-~

Sunday 01 November
Museum 0700 - 1930
Bar 1100 - 1900
Ecumenical Service

Air Day Breakfast

Air Day 1000 - 1600

Secure from Flying Stations 1630 - 1900

Raffle Draw 1800

The Fleet Air Arm Association

JUBILEE 1998

First Prize:

Two return tickets to L.A. flying QANTAS.
i 0 Los Angeles Qying economy from
Y major international airpbi(( in Australia).

TICKETS $2

5

e o]

z

5
0009701

No:

All proceeds will fund the reunion activitics.

Drawn at the Air Show on 1 November 1998. .-
Winners names will be published in The Weekend Australian.

CFN12601

Order of march - The Shoalhaven Spring Festival floats will
commence their procession through town at 1000. The reunion
marchers will follow. The Navy will take up the rear, planning to
step off at 1145.

Salute - The Chief of the Navy and our National President will be
on the saluting dais, in Junction Street.

Commencing 0900 from Stuart Place in Nowra and returning at
1630.

Held at the Nowra Raceway, commencing at 1300 until approx.
1700. Timing to attend this event is obviously critical after the march.
Those who want to be there for the first race should catch the bus
immediately the marchers are fallen out at the showground. A shuttle
bus service is provided as per the attached transport plan. The $10
entry price includes race books and nibbles. The racecourse canteen
will be selling more substantial meals and drinks.

Held in the museum hangar. 800 have indicated their intention to
participate. Do not forget that it is Halloween night, wear black and
come prepared for some dancing. The meal will actually be a Butt
of Beef with jacket potatoes etc.

Commencing 0830, to dedicate the FAA 50th ANNIVERSARY
monument, which has been sponsored by the former Hawker-de-
Havilland aircraft company and now by the new owners. Tenix
Defence Systems. The monument is situated between the Aussie
Rules oval and the museum, alongside the museum car park. The
Chief of Navy has been invited to participate.

Available at the museum from 0930 on completion of the service,
on a cash basis.

This will be a major air show, staged by Navy. Please direct all
enquiries to the Jubilee Cell (02) 4421 1726, not to the museum.
The display line will now be on 08/26 runways. Entry to the Air day
is free.

We are having a post air day gathering for drinks at the museum, in
the marquee, to say farewell to our guests. It will provide an
opportunity for some haul down speeches.

The draw for the raffle, held specifically to raise the necessary
funding to finance the reunion transport, will be held during the
secure From Flying Stations drinks.

PLEASE BUY YOUR RAFFLE TICKETS TO ENSURE
THAT WE DO COVER THE COSTS OF PROVIDING
REUNION TRANSPORT. THE ALTERNATIVE IS TO
CHARGE DELEGATES FOR EACH TRIP AS THEY
ENTER THE BUSES.
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Due to changes that have occurred in some Award Regulations since 1995, this pamphlet supersedes all previous “Summary of conditions of award” pamphiets,

SUMMARY OF CONDITIONS, ETC, OF CAlM ’AIGN STARS
AND SERVICE MEDALS.

SECOND WORLD WAR
3 September 1939 — 2 September 1945

Nameof | .Description of Clasp or Summary of conditions of award
Award Ribbon Emblem
Worn
(if awarded)
1939/45 |Dark blue, red and Six months operatlonal service between 3 SEP 39 and 2 SEP 45, or
Star light blue in three by entry into certain special campalgns. The 6 months qualifying
equivalent  vertical areas include: Middle East (West of Suez Canal) between 10 JUN 40
stripes.  Worn with and 12 MAY 43; SWPA between 8 DEC 41 and 2 SEP 45; and In the
the dark blue stripe area of the Northern Territory of Australia north of Katherine
furthest from the left between 19 FEB 42 and 12 NOV 43.
shoulder. Also, eatry into certain campalgns in Greece, Crete, Syrla, Java,
Sumatra, Malaya, Timor, Burma, Assam, and NW Frontier qualifies.
Personnel serving in the European theatre of operations on 8 MAY
1945 or in the Paclfic theatre of operations on 2 SEP 45 also qualify
Service In Palestine and Sinal does not qualify.
Battle of Service as aircrew of fighter aircraft engaged In the Battle o
Britain Britain. Members of the AMF, as such, are not eligible for this clasp.
Atlantic | Blue, white and sea Air Crew Intended to commemorate the Battle of the Atlantic from 3 SEP 39
Star green, shaded and Europe; to 8 MAY45, 12 months’ operational service, any six months o
watered. Worn with or which were In specified areas at sea. May not be awarded unles:
the blue edge| Franceand |[the 1939/45 Star has been qualified for by 180 days’ operationa
furthest from the left | Germany. | service on land or afloat In additlon to the 180 days’ required for the
shoulder. Atlantic Star. This award cannot be earned In addition to the Ai
Crew Europe Star or the France and Germany Star. |
Air Crew | Light blue with black Atlantic; Granted for operatlonal flying from United Kingdom bases over
Europe |edges in addition to or Europe between 3 SEP 39 and 5 JUN 44. Four months’ service In an
Star a narrow yellow| France and |operational unit, 60 days of which was service In an operational unit
stripe on either side. Germany. engaged In operational fiying In the specified area. At least on
qualifying sortle must have been made. May not be awarded untl
the 1939/45 Star has been earned. This award cannot be earned . |
addition to the Atlantic Star or the France and Germany Star.

Africa Star |Pale buff with a Entry into operational service with a unit performing operationa
central vertical red functions west of the Suez Canal between 10 JUN 40 and 12 MA
stripe  and  two 43, Members of units who were stationed In Palestine and calleu
narrower stripes, forward to Alexandria area in Egypt with a view to embarkation for
one dark blue and Greece and spent 30 days or more in the quallfying area, in March
the other light blue. and April 1941 are eliglble for the award. Members of units who
Worn with the dark were staging In the qualifying area not for the purpose of embarking
blue furthest from for Greece, do not qualify. Also awarded for entry into the Syrian
the left shoulder. campaign between 8 JUN 41 and 11 JUL 41. Temporary duty, visits,

journeys and inspections may qualify after a minimum of 30 days.
8™ Army Service with the Eighth Army between 23 OCT 42 and 12 MAY 43.
1% Army Service with the First Army between 8 NOV 42 and 12 MAY 43.
North Africa | Includes service with 18 Army Group Headquarters between 15 FEB
194243 43 and 12 MAY 43.

Pacific Star | Dark green, with red Burma Entry Into operational service In the Pacific theatre, for service In
edges, a central specified areas and specified periods between 8 DEC 41 and 2 SEP
yellow stripe and two 45, May also be awarded to any member of the Australian Defence
narrow stripes, one Force who was on board the Australian Hospital Ship CENTAUR

dark blue and thi
~ther  light blue
vorn with the dar.
lue stripe furthest
| from the left shoulder.

when It was torpedoed and sunk on 14 MAY 43. Temporary duty,
visits, journeys and Inspections may qualify after a minimum of 30
days. This award cannot be earned in addition to the Burma Star.
If both Paclfic and Burma Stars have been earned, the award first

earned will be granted with a clasp for the other award.

)
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Name of Description of Clasp or Summary of conditions of award
Award Ribbon Emblem
Worn
(if awarded)
Burma Dark blue with a}  Pacific Entry Into operational service In the Burma campaign and for service
Star central red stripe, In In specified areas and between certain dates. This award cannot be

addition to two earned In additlon to the Pacific Star.

orange stripes.

Italy Star |Flve equal vertical Entry Into operational service with a unit performing operational
stripes, one in red at functions in Sicily or Italy between 11 JUN 43 and 8 MAY 45. Also
either edge and one granted for certain operations In Sardinia, Greece, Corsica, Eiba,
in green in the Yugoslavia, the Aegean and Dodecanese. Personnel who entered
centre, the two Austrian Territory during the closing stages of hostllities are eligible.
intervening  stripes
being in white. :

France and |Five equal vertical Atlantic; Entry Into operational service with a unit performing operational

Germany |stripes, one in blue or functions In France, Belglum, Holland or Germany between 6 JUN 44

Star at either edge and Air Crew and 8 MAY 45. This award cannot be earned in addition to the
one in red at the Europe. Atlantic Star or the Air Crew Europe Star. Personnel qualifying for
centre, the two the Atlantlc Star or the Air Crew Europe Star or the France and
intervening  stripes Germany Star, or two of these stars, will be awarded only the
being in white. campaign star for which they first qualified with a clasp to show that

they rendered quallfying service for a second star. A further clasp
will not be awarded to those who would have qualified for a third star.

Defence |Flame coloured with Six months service in specified non-operational areas subjected to

Medal green edges upon air attack or closely threatened, such as U.K., Palestine, the
each of which Is a Northern Territory of Australla north of Latitude 14°30° South, and
thin black stripe. for 12 months non-operational service overseas. Service In

locations qualifying for area campalgn stars does not count.

War Medal | A narrow central red| Mentlon in | Full-time duty in the armed forces for a total of not less than 2¢

1939/45 |stripe with a narrow | Despatches |days operationa! or non-operational servicé, not necessarily
white  stripe  on contlnuous. )
either side. A broad
red stripe at either
edge and with two
Intervening stripes In
blue. !

Australia | A khaki ribbon edged Full-time duty of not less than 30 days, or Part-time duty of not less

Service |dark blue and light than 90 days, between 3 SEP 39 and 2 SEP 45. Where Full-time |

Medal blue respectively with duty of less than 30 days was rendered, It shall count doubly

1939/45 | two Intervening red towards the Part-time qualificaion. Includes service with the AMF |
stripes. (Including the Volunteer Defence Corps) and the Merchant Navy. |

Only those who recelved an honourable discharge are ellgible. |
KOREAN WAR, JAPAN

Korea Three vyellow and| Mentionin |One day or more on the posted strength of a unit or formation in

Medal two light blue stripes | Despatches | Korea between 1 JUL 50 and 27 JUL 53.
alternating. 30 days service either continuous or aggregated on official visits and

Inspections on duty. )

United Nine stripes of blue Service In Korea on the posted strength of a unit or formation

Nations [and eight white between 27 JUN 50 and 26 JUL 54.

Service | stripes alternating. “ervice In Japan on the posted strength of an authorised unit In

Medal lirect support of the operations in Korea.

{Korea)
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Due to changes that have occurred!

SUMMARY OF CONDITIONS, ETC, OF CAMPAIGN STARS
AND SERVICE MEDALS.
SERVICE SINCE SEPTEMBER 1945

ne Award Regulations since 1995, this pampniet supersedes all previous “Summary of o WS of award” pamphlets.

Name of Description of Clasp or Summary of conditions of award
Award Ribbon Emblem
Worn (if
awarded)
General Purple with central | Mention In | Entry Into service In Palestine while on the posted strength of an
Service green stripe. Despatches | Australian War Graves Unit, between 27 SEP 45 and 30 JUN 48. A
Medal with member entering Palestine on an officlal visit while on the posted
Clasp strength of a War Graves Unit must have spent 30 days in the
PALESTINE qualifying area.
1945-48
S.E, ASIA Entry fto operational service in Java and Sumatra on the posted
1945-46 strength of an Australlan War Graves Unit between 3 SEP 45 and 30
NOV 46; or French Indo-China between 3 SEP 45 and 28 JAN 46.
BOMB & 180 days Mine & Bomb Clearance In the Solomon Islands (Australian
MINE Mandate and British Protectorate), the Trust Territory of New Guinea
CLEARANCE and the Territory of Papua, between 3 SEP 45 and 10 NOV 56. The
1945-56 mandatory requirements are: Active engagement for an aggregate
period of not less than 180 days on the actual excavation down to
the removal of, or final disposal of, unexploded bombs or on
clearance operations Inside the perimeter fencing of live mineflelds
on the disarming of live mines, or acting as waterjet operators.
Other duties in a unit engaged on bomb disposal or mine clearance
willl not be counted as qualifying service.
This clasp supersedes clasps issued earlier with the title: BOMB &
MINE CLEARANCE 1945-48.
MALAYA Service on the posted strength of a unit or formation stationed in the
Federation of Malaya between 16 JUN 48 and 31 JUL 60, or In
Singapore between 16 JUN 48 and 31 JUL 59.
30 days service either continuous or aggregated on officlal visits and
inspections on duty.
BRUNEI Service on the posted or attached strength of a unit or formation
which took part in operations in Brunel, North Borneo or Sarawak
between 8 DEC 62 and 23 DEC 62.
General |Purple with green| Mentionin |30 days service in South Vietnam between 24 DEC 62 and 28 MAY
Service edges. Despatches | 64. Awarded only to members of the Australian Army Training
Medal 1962 Team, Vietnam.
with Clasp
SOUTH
VIETNAM
BORNEO 30 days service on land In Sabah, Sarawak or Brunei; or, one
operational sortie by alrcrew in direct support of operations, between
24 DEC 62 and 11 AUG 66.
MALAY 30 days service on land In the Malay Peninsula or Singapore between
PENINSULA 17 AUG 64 and 12 JUN 65. 30 days service afioat on sea patrol
duties between 13 JUN 65 and 11 AUG 66. 30 sorties by aircrew
engaged on operational patrols between 13 JUN 65 and 11 AUG 66.
Vietnam |Three narrow red| Mentlon in | One day or more on the posted strength of a unit or formation in
Medal strinas on a central | Despatches | Vietnam. A total of 28 days in ships or craft in Inland waters or off

y w band bordered
by red. A broad dark
blue stripe left and &
broad light blue strip
right.

the coast. 30 days service on the basis of officlal visits, inspections
or other occurrences of a temporary nature on duty.
Period: 29 MAY 64 to 27 JAN 73.

Persons eligible for the VIETNAM MEDAL are not eligible for the
VIETNAM LOGISTIC AND SUPPORT MEDAL.

\
Name of Description JXasp or Summary of conditions of awse )
Award Ribbon Emblem
Worn (if
awarded)
Vietnam |Three narrow red Awarded to members of the Australian Armed Forces who rendered

Logistic and | stripes on a broad service In support of the Australian Armed Forces In operations in
Support |central yellow band. Vietnam between 29 MAY 64 and 27 JAN 73. May also be awarded
Medal Bordered on the left by to Accredited Civilian War Correspondents, Australlan Entertainers,

a red stripe with an Civillan Surgical Aid Teams, Civillan Defence Contractors, QANTAS
inner dark blue stripe. Flight Crew and members of the Merchant Navy, who rendered
Bordered on the right service In support of the Australian Armed Forces in Vietnam. Actual
by a light biue stripe service within Vietnam Is required.

with an inner stripe of Persons eligible for the VIETNAM MEDAL are not eligible for the
dark brown. VIETNAM LOGISTIC AND SUPPORT MEDAL.

Vietnamese | Green with 3 vertical Awarded by the Government of the Republic of Vietnam. “Special

Campaign |white stripes. Date Service” totalling at least 181 days in Vietnam, unless terminated by
Medal cluster “1960-" worn Battle Casualty.

centrally on ribbon
with straight sides of Period: 31 JUL 62 to 28 MAR 73
scroll perpendicular.
LONG SERVICE AWARDS (ARMY)
Qualification for these awards ceased on 14 February 1975, the
date when the Australian System of Honours and Awards was Instituted.
Long Maroon  with  white Clasp Awarded to warrant officers, non-commissioned officers and soldiers

Service and | stripes on each edge. of the Permanent Forces, whose character and conduct is "beyond
Good reproach”, for eighteen years continuous service prior to 14 FEB 75.
Conduct A maximum break in qualifying service of two years may be allowed.
Medal This award Is not granted for service as an Officer of the Permanent

Forces, except when an Officer is commissioned after 3 SEP 39 and

the first 12 years of qualifying service was completed in the ranks.
The Clasp to the LSaGCM is awarded to members of the Permanent Forces who have completed a further
eighteen years qualifylng service. A member appointed to a Commissioned rank may be awarded the
Clasp providing that the first nine years of the further eighteen years (after being awarded the LSaGCM)
was completed in the ranks.

Meritorious | Maroon with white Awarded to members of the Permanent Forces who have completed
Service stripes on both edges, twenty-two years of efficlent, faithful, valuable, and meritorious
Medal and with an additional service, have previously been awarded the Long Service and Good

stripe of white in the Conduct Medal, and who have served In the rank of sergeant or
centre. superior rank.
Efficiency | Dark green with a Clasp Awarded to Officers of the Citizen Forces for 20 years commissioned

Decoration  entral yellow band. service; or, for those who joined after 10 NOV 47, twelve years

continuous efficient commissioned service prior to 14 FEB 75. Full-
time War Service may be counted as twofold qualifying service if
"E.D.” serving in the Cltizen Forces (Militia) on 3 SEP 39. Service In the
ranks may be counted as half. The award of the Decoration entitles

recipients to the addition of the letters "E.D." after their name.
lasps to the Efficiency Decoration are awarded to Officers of the Citizen Forces for each additional

ompleted period of six years continuous efficient comrissioned service.

Efficiency |Dark green  with Clasp Awarded to members of the Citizen Forces for 12 years continuous
Medal yellow stripes on both efficient service. Full-tlme War Service may be counted as twofold

edges.

qualifying service If serving In the Citizen Forces on 3 SEP 39. A
maximum break of six months Is allowed.

Clasps to the Efficiency Medal are awarded to members of the Citlzen Forces for each additional completed
period of six years continuous efficient qualifylng service.
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Dear Bob,

You were talking to my husband Dennis
recently and as a result of your phone
conversation I have been persuaded to reach
back in time and recall our time at Nowra. This
was not difficult as it was a happy time for us
all as a family.

I have jotted down some memories - I'm sure you have heard
these before - but maybe not all. Since I have started this letter so
many instances have come to mind that may not be relevant but
make up the picture.

Another memory just popped 1n - 1t was those awful brown
lino itors 1 the houses at MQ - when they were polished they
looked great - just a footprint made tts mark - we had to get down
on hands and knces with the tin of wax and then the trusty old
Hoover floor polisher took over (I STILL have mine) we had to
use the Hoover daily to make the lino look OK. Those floors kept
us fit . . .

I think I had better sign off - the brain is going into overdrive.

We have only just started reading Slipstream - compliments of

#90n Routley who has been sending his copies to read - and we
ok forward to having our own copies - I know you are sending
—=necessary forms for Dennis - also saw Colleen Connellan
mentioned in one copy - I knew Colleen - we were in MQ at the
same time - many years ago.

Best wishes, Val Charlton
Frankston, Victoria

With the 50th Anniversary of the FAA coming up next month
i am looking forward to catching up with navy wives who lived
in married quarters or Nowra (or even Greenwell Point for that
matier - when our term at the ‘patch' was up we had to find
other accommodation - not always near the base) will we
recognise each other after all these years ?? — of course we
will !

| remember arriving at married quarters - 16 Waterhen Street,
1957 - we had called into Wollongong and ordered a bedroom
suite, kitchen and lounge furniture and the thing | loved most -
a frig. We had my 'Glory Box' sent up from Melbourne - it and
we arrived in Waterhen Street before the furniture - | was 8
~ months pregnant with our first child - we had 2 tea chests, a
stool, lots of linen and china. The china had been wrapped well
in newspaper and this newspaper became our mattress. We
wouild carefully roll it and lay it on the floor and cover it with a
sheet. Making the bed each day was quite a chore as it was
very flet after us sleeping on it - but then | had pienty of time
didn't

We didn't have a washing machine just the trusty copper -
no dryer - used cloth nappies - did we choose towelling or
flannelette? Which would be softer for baby? There was a Health
Centre nurse who visited the Patch weekly and we kept her
busy as we were young new mothers miles from home and
family and having no idea about little babies except the natural
motherly instincts. It was a day to dress up yourself and baby
and head off for the weighing. Thinking back it was a good time
and we and baby survived - probably ignorance was bliss.

'Edman Annex' was where we went to give birth - an old
house in Nowra. Just one bathroom with toilet in it - that conjures
up a picture. No humidicrib - but we managed - we knew no

# better - everything was great. It wasn't until my own began

having their children that | began to compare the conditions we
had and accepted and the facilities that are, and have been,
available for the last 20 years or so.

The hospital was so small that we were discharged on a
firstin, first out' basis and as there were so many young mothers
you could expect to get out in about 4 days. One young mum
who was there on one of my visits was sent home after 2 days
and she had 2 toddlers at home - no pill then either. But those
days were happy days - | loved our time at Nowra. There were
the wonderful beaches, the family would head off at weekends
and have a wonderful time together. There was not the 'rat race'
of later years - it was a beautiful place to live.

And there was the movies to go to on the depot. We would
take the babies in prams and leave them asleep in the foyer
and if a baby should disturb, the duty sailor would poke his
head in the ‘theatre' and say something like "the baby in the
blue pram” and a parent would go and see to the baby. It was
so safe and a good night out.

And the prams that would be hooked on the back of the bus
as few had their own car - it was about 10 years and 3 children
later before we got our first car. We did a lot of walking - pushing
prams down Braidwood Road.

Our two eldest children were christened by Padre John
Wilson at the Chapel at Albatross and had their names engraved
on the ships bell, which was the Christening Font, as did lots of
other babies who were christened there.

When our turn came up for our second move to Married
Quarters we lived at 1 Bedford Street, across from the runway
and our children were so used to the noise of aircraft, day and,
night, that when we went to Sydney for a few days they were
upset by the traffic noises.

Our children went to school at Nowra East - we were living’
in a Navy house in Journal Street.

| used to do some voluntary work at the Smith Family and
we had to sort out the clothing that came in - there were always
aboriginal families in need of clothes. The man of the family
would come in and make the selection, the women being very
shy. What was very popular were the overcoats that men used
to wear, very heavy and long and so could be sleptin for warmth.

We used to get a lot of evening clothes donated and | used
to wonder what use they would be - no one ever wanted them
when | was there. Actually | don't remember anyone other than
aboriginals coming for clothes.

Just referring back to Padre Wilson, he christened our third
child at Garden Island Navai Chapel when he and we were in
Sydney. When our fourth child arrived Padre was in WA and
when he retired from the Navy and had a Methodist Church in
Sydney we went along to have number four christened by him.
There were four other Naval couples who, like us, had been
waiting for him as he had christened our other children also.

I used to teach Sunday School (in John and Jean Wilson's
time at Albatross). | will enclose a photo of the children - taken
| think in about 1962. | can't remember the name of the other
lady in the photograph, but we might catch up at the Reunion.

There was a pre-school kindergarten there - Mavis Plant
was in charge and worked every morning. Another lady and |
used to take it in turns to assist and worked a fortnight about.
There were a lot of children attending - again | can't remember
the name of the other lady other than she was Engiish.

Now | wish | had dated my old photos - | always thought I'd
remember everything. | wish | had taken more photos.

UNFORTUNATELY IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE TO REPRODUCE THE
ABOVEMENTIONED PHOTOGRAPH FOR INCLUSION WITH THIS EXCELLENT
RECOLLECTION OF TIMES GONE BY. ED
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It was in July 1947 that John Goble and | joined 827
Squadron, equipped with Firefly I's, in HMS Triumph in the
Med. The |3th Carrier Air Group was well worked up with
very high capabilities in the air and on the deck. Two new
pilots. a little rusty and still in the 'sprog’ category, were a bit
on the ‘outer' in spite of their best endeavours to fit into a
Squadron and an Air Group of well experienced aviators.

Shortly after DLT's which went reasonably well,John and |
were sent ashore to Hassani near Athens for even more ADDL,
S accompanied by Lt. (A) Bob Fulton a superb batsman and
with, of course, some ground crew. Hassani was run by the
Greek Air Force. Although largely inactive, they were most
helpful.

On the morning of 28th July on completion of run-up of
the 'bang-clatter' Griffon, Bob Fulton appeared in yellow jacket
carrying bats and gave me a thumb-up signal with a questioning
look as much as to say "Are you serviceable?" A quick thumb-
up response assured him | was.

Truly | had made a basic error in our sign language for Bob
actually meant "May | have a lift out to the runway in the back
seat!” While | was doing some pre-taxi checks, Bob hopped
into the back seat and | had no reason to suppose that | carried
a passenger sans intercom sans parachute in spite of the
Firefly's rear view mirror.

It later transpired that before entering the runway Bob
made an effort to disembark, but time did not allow for he
was blown back into the rear cockpit as throttle was applied

to line-up.Another pause before take-off power was applied
resulted in similar disappointment for him.

After orbiting for about ten minutes wondering where the
blasted batsman might be, an injudicious decision was made
to ADDL without him. So, of course, on each touch down
poor old Bob thought "At last this crazy bastard has the right
idea” and again opened the hatch to disembark. Similarly on
overshoot he was forced by slipstream etc. to stay with it.

After four or five solo ADDL's, it seemed to me there
must have been a change of programme so | went off
'sightseeing’ and aerobatting for about twenty minutes. Poor
old Bob must have been in quite a state after rattling around
"like a pea in a whistle" in the non-to-comfortable rear cockpit.

To end his misery it so happened that John Goble came
alongside realised where the batsman was and informed me,
the memory is most vivid. "You have a raving maniac in your
back seat” and with masterly understatement suggested a
return to the airfield which was carried out very gently!

After stopping at dispersal, the language was awful to hear,
and no further flying took place that day.

The Greek Air Force mess served a great number of beers
that evening, Bob Fulton couldn't buy one! We remained great
friends and last time | saw Bob on a visit to UK many years
later it was my turn to buy the drinks.

If Bob missed this for his Log Book the aircraft was PP261
and the flight time 1.05.

'Digger' Bourke

THEVIEW FROMTHE OTHER AIRCRAFT

After starting up | followed Dick at a distance, on the fairly
long taxi to the duty runway, and took off a minute or two
after him. During the taxi | had seen a jeep moving around
the perimeter and thought "Good old Bob will be at the
runway soon and we can get on with it" . There was no sign of
Bob at the runway, but then there was no sign of the jeep
either.

Getting airborne, | needed to do a couple of circuits to get
the RAD TEMP down before starting to ADDL.

Joining the ADDL circuit a little later, again following Dick
who seemed to be ADDL-ing quite happily, | was amazed to
find no Batsman at the runway threshold. After a couple of
circuits | climbed and did a bit of siow flying, and some aeros.
Then took another look at the action, or lack of it, in the
circuit.

Spotting Dick’s aircraft | joined up on him and had time to
give him a mystified gesture - head on one side, shoulders
shrugged, hand and arms raised with palm upwards - in other
words "What the hell is going on?" Then | saw a movementin

the rear cockpit and the mystery was solved.

| had better explain that Bob had recently had his hair cut
in a style which the French call 'en brosse' - short and bristly.
It was not only bristly, it was standing on end!

Bob was also making gestures which left no doubt as to
what he meant to convey, arms waving, and finger jabbing
downwards, and jabbing at the front cockpit. He was also
mouthing at me, which although | could obviocusly not hear,
also left me in no doubt.

As we returned to the airfield and taxied in | imagined
Bob's likely comments as to antecedents and the quality of
those coming from the training pipeline.Moving into dispersal,
| could see from a distance two figures by Dick's aircraft,
engaged in earnest discouse - and arm waving by one.

Bob took the whole incident very well and | sometimes
wonder if it were anyone else, in these modern times, they

would be seeking compensation for Post Traumatic Stress
Discrder.

John Goble
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From: Bill Wilson (ex Lieut. (A) RNVR)
P.O. Box 16, Samford, Q.4520

e-mail: 'wilpaul @powerup.com.au)
‘Dear Bob,

The following reminiscence may provide some amusement to
Slipstream readers:

THE END OF A TIGER

Anyone who has ever served in the Navy, or indeed in any
military force will be well aware of the omnipotence of the "pusser's
store" or its equivalent and the power of "stores sheets and lists".
These can create something from nothing by a simple entry and
conversely can cause items from boots to battleships and even
personnel to vanish completely and cease to exist by the removal
of their documented presence.

In my time and probably to this day to physically possess such
anon existent item was a strong ambition as witnessed for example
by the almost instantaneous disappearance of clocks from crashed
aircraft almost before they had come to rest.

On the other side of the coin there is the trauma of trying to
persuade the Stores Branch that an item which it finds on one's
personal sheet was never there at all or had been returned.

The episode of the Tiger Moth remains fresh in my memory
and is a classic example of how, given careful planning, advantage
can be taken of the bureaucratic system as it related then and now
in respect to stores sheets.

In early 1944 1 was DLCO in RAVAGER which at that time
was blessed with the privilege of receiving the first deck landings
of pilots in the final stage of their training.

Most weekends were free and the ship either moored in the
Clyde off Greenock or occasionally anchored in Lamlash harbour
at the South end of The Island of Arran. Consequently many
weekends were spent ashore either by flying off to Abbotsinch or
even as far as the Naval Air stations on the East coast.

The story involves some very clever and cunning espionage by
the Commander 'F' who established that there was a Squadron
shore based at Abbotsinch which had a Tiger Moth and that this
did not appear in this Squadron's stores records. Perhaps it had
been stolen, perhaps it had been pranged written off and
clandestinely restored.

Whatever, the plot was hatched to make off with this machine
and fly it to the ship for use by the staff aviators as might be
convenient. That this could be done without any rebounding
consequences was quite clear since it officially didn't exist and
this being so its theft or loss couldn't be reported. Further, if
carefully done and everyone kept their mouths shut, nobody would
know to where it had been spirited away.

Careful measurements had been made of the hangar lift
clearances and it was established that there would be no problem
storing it in the hangar deck. There remained only the act of larceny
to be effected without detection. To this end 'F' applied his social
skills during one weekend ashore and by way of suitable alcoholic
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encouragement found that the short
Squadron had a planned exercise
during the following week involving
the whole strength which would be
absent for a full day.

Accordingly about mid morning on
the day concerned a Swordfish left
Ravager containing 'F'. a pilot and a
mechanic, landed at Abbotsinch, checked and started the Tiger
Moth and flew it back to the ship.

In all this with hindsight 1t would have been certain that the
Captain knew of and condoned the action and it would seem that
he was far more human than appearances would indicate.

Having no hook meant that the flight deck party was detailed
to place themselves abreast the Bridge and catch and restrain the
Tiger Moth which had a stalling speed of the order of 40 knots
and would not be travelling at more than trotting speed at this
point. In fact if not restrained it would probably stop anyway.

After a few weeks of 'ownership’ and some spare time use the
ship was anchored for the weekend in Lamlash harbour and being
a Sunday with no dissipatory pursuits available to us subsequent
to Divisions and a brisk 20 knot wind holding the Carrier by its
mooring direct into the wind it was decided to indulge in some
recreational aviating prior to the lunchtime gin session.

So sufficient members of the handling party and a few pilots
were assembled and off we went for a few circuits and landings.
After a few it became my turn with another in the front cockpit.

All went well until the landing. That was when things went
wrong through no fault of ours and it may be that the rum ration
had been issued whilst we were airborne or Murphy produced one
of his Laws. The landing made, and trundling up the deck. the
handling party on the port side caught and restrained the port wing
but the starboard crew missed with the inevitable result that the
Moth, without brakes, turned sharply through 90 degrees and
hopped over the side into the harbour.

Sutton harnesses being what they were the impact from a fall
of about 65 feet had little effect but the sudden contact with icy
water was worse than a physical blow. The Moth floated for a few
minutes and we both shot out of the cockpits like jacks-in-the-
boxes. I pulled the 'chute which was part of the sit down portion
of the seat out of the wreck, inflated the one man dinghy which
was included and used it until a ship's boat picked us up.

That was the end of the "Tiger which never was" although it
was secured before totally disappearing and hoisted out and
stripped for parts. I have a photograph of the poor thing all bent
and shattered being hoisted inboard and sitting with drooping
broken wings on the deck.

The only damage suffered by us was to our best No.1 uniforms
which were never the same again despite every effort to rehabilitate
them. One compensation was that the two of us after cleaning up
and donning our No.2 uniforms were invited to the Captain’s
quarters for a private gin session. Probably he was relieved that
we hadn't drowned or he would have had difficulty explaining
away the circumstances to the High Brass.

The episode confirmed our conclusions that we had been saved
for something worse or perhaps the now rescinded principle of
the time that "crime doesn't pay" had manifested itself.

Bill Wilson (ex Lieut. (A) RNVR)
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Dear Bob,

Story telling and typing, especially, not my strong points. Hope
this will be of some use, they were good days the ones I want to
remember anyway.

Regards, Ron Turmner, Elanora, Qld.

As an ex LAM(E)49, 58 vintage I have a few stories in the old
memory box this is one that should bring a few smiles especially
as no one was injured - pride maybe?

The setting about 1630, R.N.A.S. Lossiemouth . . .

At the time 1 was with 810 Sqd Sea Hawkes based at Lossie.
We were told we had to share our hangar with an AUSSIE Sqd.
This out of town Venom outfit would be carrying out gunnery and
rocket practice as were we at the time. As the hangar was at the
opposite side of the airfield usually transport was put on. Somehow.
it became the accepted thing the first bod on the bus claimed rights
for his Sqd.

As the last flight landed they were refuelled, guns spiked etc.,
they were then despatched at a great rate of knots to be stowed at
their side of the hangar. As one can imagine haste was the order of
the day, remember the bus rule, first come first served. I hope this
has set the scene for the following incident . . .

On this particular evening the rush was on . . . we had our A/C
all in, angle parked to stbd and congratulating ourselves. Then it
seemed all hell let loose, for those of you who haven't had occasion
to witness both the noise and smell of a 20mm cannon pumping
out a few rounds in a large hangar mmmm!

It seems the last Venom had ? arogue gun or an '0' man with
finger trouble. Fortunately no one was hurt as far as I know! Mind
you in the following silence the office doors opened, heads and
then bodies . . issued forth surveying the scene. Some bods getting
up off the deck, most standing transfixed looking around at their
oppo's /77?7 WAS there an enthusiastic Bod in the cockpit, usually
a type not given to manual labour ? anyway 40+ years ago who
cares, last time I saw the hangar late 56 the top I/h corner about
20ft up the holes 4 or 5 were still there surrounded by white paint
duly pointing the finger of blame to the culprits.

[ wonder how many of you out there can still laugh at the scene?

Incidentally how many can remember runway snow sweeping

detail . . Ta Ta, Happy Days, Ron Turner
Dear Bob,

It is a fact that politicians when in opposition will listen to
anyone. Once in power they become more selective and tend to
take notice only of those groups that have the most support.
Individuals are almost totally ignored, believe me.

There can be no doubt that the back-flip performed by Bronwyn
Bishop, with regard to the establishment of the Australian Active
Service Medal (AASM) 1945-75, was primarily brought about
through pressure exerted by the Korean Veterans Association.
(Such acrobatic skills should incidentally ensure her a job with
Circus Oz when she retires from politics.)

Given the above, the FESR Association (Australia), if it is to
achieve its highly commendable aims, will need the support of
each and everyone of us who is directly concerned together with
friends and relatives and most importantly, the FAAA organisation
at ALL levels.

Yours sincerely,

Barry J. Roberts, Wheeler Heights, NSW
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Dear Bob,

[ must say 1 was more than a little
surprised that the July issue of
'Slipstream' contained no mention or
correction of the several glaring errors
which featured in the April edition
article on Admiral Sir Victor Smith.

Whilst I would have to agree that
February 1942 was not a particularly auspicious month for the
Allies, what with the fall of Singapore, the bombing of Darwin
and the loss of the cruisers 'Perth’, 'Houston', 'DeRuyter' and Java'
together with sundry escorts. [ put it to you that linking the loss of
the 'Hood' with that of 'Repulse’ is drawing a very long bow indeed.

HMS 'Repulse’ was sunk by Japanese air attack off the Malayan
coast on 10 December, 1941 whilst in company with the battleship
HMS 'Prince of Wales'. which was also lost.

The battle-cruiser HMS 'Hood' was in fact sunk by the German
battleship '‘Bismark' on 24 May, 1941 after a short action in the
North Atlantic. Interestingly enough, 'Hood' was in company with
the newly commissioned 'Prince of Wales' at the time.

The submarine attack in Sydney Harbour and the sinking of
HMAS 'Canberra’ at Guadalcanal took place in May and August
of 1942 and not, as the article states, 1941.

With regard to the original concept of the RAN Fleet Air Arm.
a check of the 'History" and/or appropriate records will reveal that
planning was for two carriers and three, not two, air groups.

Typos like 'Leaving his new bridge . . . (bride perhaps?)’ will
inevitably occur from time to time, but we must be eternally vigilant
against errors of fact.

Yours sincerely,

Barry J. Roberts, Wheeler Heights, NSW
THANK YOU BARRY FOR YOUR COMMENTS. CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM
1S WELCOME AND APPRECIATED. ED.
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The following questions were actually asked of
witnesses in court (as reported in the
Massachusetts Bar Association Lawyers' Journal)

Try Answering These

"Now doctor, isn't it true that when a person dies in
his sleep he doesn't know about it until the next
morning?"

"The youngest son, the twenty-year old, how old is
he?"

"Were you present when your picture was taken?"
"Were you alone or by yourself?"

"Was it you or your younger brother who was killed
in the war?"

“Did he kill you?"

"How far apart were the vehicles at the time of the
collision?"

“You were there until the time you lett, is that true?"

“How many times have you committed suicide?"
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Dear Bob,

Congratulations on maintaining the high standard of the

~roduction of '‘SLIPSTREAM' set by John Arnold.
A

Each edition brings back great memories of our lives as
members.of the FAA. Letters to the Editor are a constant input of
these memories and, while those Shipmates write their letters only
from memories, it is quite normal to get things "not quite right".
This gives others an opportunity to rectify the errors and thus keep
that section (Letters to the Editor) alive.

A case in mind is John Buchanan's letter from 'Bluey’ Harrison
putting forward the point that 'Snoddy' was in error claiming to be
in the first intake of Naval Airmen direct from civilian street.
Bluey's letter appeared in the July '98 edition.

To put those claims to rest, I venture to say that they are both
right. 'Bluey’ with the fact that his intake all became Armourers
and 'Snoddy’ failing to refer to our intake Classes NAR (Naval Air
Recruits) 2, 3 and 4 being Airframes and Engines. I hope that
clarifies that. '

By the way Bluey', have you and 'Fergie' settled both your
claims as to who was the first Armourer? 'sabouttime.

'Snoddy', to refresh your memory, there were six of us that
returned on the Esperance Bay. We all embarked from South
Hampton. Late in the day of sailing we were summoned to the
Captain's cabin for briefing and if you recall he had nearly all of
the Ship's Engineers with him. After a welcome aboard to the
‘Senior Service' and telling that he expected us to set an example
to his crew and the migrant passengers, he plied us with a few
refreshments, then allotted each of us to the care of the Engineers,
starting with first, second, etc. Actually, I believe there were 8
Engineers aboard. If my memory doesn't fail me. as a party we
were of the following names: Norm Kilduff, Max Laurie, Ted
"Tiddly' Davis, Joe Love with you and me. Does that sound about
right?

Then there is Leon 'Swampy' O'Donnell’s resume on how he
suffered at the hands of the Butchers, sorry  mean Naval Surgeons,
having a circumcision and then p'hissing all over ‘Skinhead' Kelson.
Swampy you had it made. I suffered the same religious change
aboard the 'Sydney' in 1953 off the Korean coast almost abreast of
Inchon. I didn't have any ethyl bromide, on to have to rush to the
cold water tap at intervals during the night. After the stitches were
removed, and I was put back to full duties but still with the bandages
on, I still had some excruciating pain recur. I confronted the M.O.
about it and he asked me if I changed the bandages prior to retiring
for sleep. I said yes and he then got me to show him how. After I
completed the task, he began to laugh. Not amused myself, I asked
what he was laughing at. He then told me that the problem was
that I bandaged it whilst it was checking to see whether I had
shiny boots on and once asleep and in dreamland it wanted to see
whether my hat was on straight and, in doing so, it was being
strangled. Cure? Bandage it loosely. When I got home my wife,
Betty, soon realised something was amiss(ing).

Just a little bit of trivia, Swampy and I found out at the Federal
Council meeting held in Orford Tas' that we are sort of related by
the marriage of his auntie to my cousin and more trivia in that
Juke Matterson is related several times removed to my wife's family
tree.

Eric Manuel's letter in the July edition about Pete Bunn also
put to mind a story about an event that took place at 'Nirimba'. At
the time Nirimba was being used only as a storage depot for
cocooned and inhibited A/C with a crew of A/E's to maintain that
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condition plus normal ratings of
different categories. If my memory is
working, Cdr. Groves was the C.O. and
I think a Lt. Barron was the 'Jimmy'.
My job was to check in and out the A/ '
C and at the same time run the Issue
Centre. As I was only at Nirimba from
Dec'54 to July'S5 this event must have
been at that time.

Think of it. An Auster, Cdr. Groves 'Limo". The A/C batteries
decided to rupture. Acid running everywhere burning the bottom
out of the Auster. What to do? Flush the A/C out and do repairs.
Now things get hectic and interesting. No such fabric or A/C dope
in the main store nor the issue centre. How much is needed? About
four yards or so. I put in an order for same to main store who
places same to Randwick Naval Stores as urgent. When I get it, it
comes to me in a bolt of pure unbleached Irish Linen, 98 yards
long by 2 yards in width. (That's medapolon? to the purists.) Now
this Irish linen is top of the range material and makes for lovely
table cloths and table napkins. Can you imagine how many times
the repairs were unsatisfactory and the repairs had to be done again?
Well believe you me, to put a new bottom in an Auster takes 98
yards by 2 yards and 8 gallons of tautening dope and 8 gallons of
finishing colour dope. I tell you it's true ‘cause I had none left of
either when the Auster finally became airworthy. I wonder to this
day about that.

Just a little more to round off this letter. 'Buncha’ Keys article
re the Aussie Rules teams. ‘Buncha’ I reckon I could name another
team that would be on a par with that selected Navy team. Over
the ten or so years that I played; I played with many others. All of
them being first rate in their positions. You named about 25, I
don't intend name another 25, but I'll name just a few that would
fit in very easily. How about just a few: Pappy' Gault, 'Happy'
Clark, 'Blue' Stivey, Bill Dunlop, 'Buck' Ryan, Geoff Beardsley,
Max Best, Max Wilson, 'Darkey' Harris, Keay, Bernie Jefferies,
'‘Nobby' Clark, 'Shorty’ Wilcox, SA Rielly, 'Bluey’ Hammond,
Taylor, Cooper, and with me to slot in as 19th or 20th that's not
bad for starters. KRAFT set in for the rest. They are in the back of
my head but at the moment they won't emerge. One other that has
come through the fog is Herbie Becker, originally a 'scribe’ later
to change to Air Crew. Sadly missed.

Regards to all and sundry,

Clem Conlan

N
2 SR

Dear Ed,

With reference to your enclosure in 'Slipstream’ Vol 9 No 2
regarding continued receipt of the Journal.

I have to tell you that 'Slipstream’ is a valued addition to our
archives and we would definitely wish to continue to receive the
Journal.

Thank you for the collection we already have and I look forward
to future issues.

Yours sincerely,
Mr J.R. Shore, Research Officer, Records and Research Centre,
Fleet Air Arm Museum,
RNAS YEOVILTON, Ilchester, Somerset.
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RUGBY REUNION

The FAA 50th Anniversary
provides the opportunity to have a
gathering of all past ALBATROSS
Rugby players and supporters at the
Rugby Field on Friday 30th October.
It is intended to kick over memories
of past glories and friendships
fostered in ALBATROSS Rugby.

We will meet at 1000 hours for
fellowship, followed by a light training
run and refreshments, finishing in
time for attendance at the Museum
BBQ. For those who think they are fit enough, the
training will consist of a light hearted (not too long)
game of touch football. We look forward to seeing
you there. RAH RAH!

CALLING ALL TIGERS

Where will you be on FridayOctober 30th?

If you, like many other former TIGERS, will be in
the Nowra area to celebrate the FAA 50th Anniversary,
then come along and fook at the Squadron as it is
today. The Squadron will be open to visitors from 1000
to 1200 on October 30th so come and join us.

HANDLERS MINI REUNION

A reminder that the Handlers Mini Reunion will be
held at the Bomaderry R.S.L. Club after the completion
of the March and Freedom of Entry formalities
programmed for Saturday 31st October.

Commencing at 1300 there will be buses to collect
marchers and take to hotels, raceway and Bomaderry
R.S.L.

Bomaderry R.S.L. Club has a courtesy bus to
transport club patrons to various destinations around
the town. There is no need for anyone to drink and
drive.

The Handlers Mini Reunion issues an open invitation
to all - spouses, children, grandchildren, former
F.D.O.'s,A.C.R.0.'s, H.C.O.'s, F.D.E.O.'s, C.D.R.S.'A",
Little Eff's, Aircrew - in fact any Branch who may have
served with us and would enjoy the opportunity to swap
a lie or two with us.

The Bomaderry R.S.L. Club Management has
organised a smorgasbord meal for those who will
require sustenance during the afternoon/evening at
$12.00 a head.

Looking forward to seeing you all.

Ed (ex Aircraft Handler)
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KOREA WAR VETERANS
CONVENTION-REUNION
ALBURY WODONGA -
19th-21st March, 1999

An initiative of Korean Veterans Association of Australia (Inc.)

The very first National Convention/Reunion of Korea War
Veterans is organised to take place in Albury/Wodonga SS&A
Club over a weekend period (19th-21st March, 1999).

It is expected to attract veterans from each state and
Territory as well as representatives of international Korea
Veterans.

The convention is designed to permit the input of veterans
regardless of allegiance to the various Australia-wide Korea
War Veterans and will be the opportunity for many to resume
old acquaintances. It is open to Korea Veterans who served
with the UN Forces in Korea 1950-56.

Here is an opportunity for Korea Veterans to present a
consolidated proposition/s to the local, state and federal
governments to assure that the Korea Veterans throughout
Australia are given their just recognition and equal rights
within the framework of the 50th Anniversary of Australia's
first historic involvement with the United Nations in repelling
armed invasion.

it will provide a National forum for the vocalisation of
perceived wishes of veterans and the announcement,
introduction and progress of the already achieved aims and
wishes of those that are still in the pipe-line.

The Convention will also provide the government with an
opportunity to address the grievances and feeling of veterans
of 'The Forgotten War' that persists to this day.

Proof of service will be required either in the form of
photocopy of Discharge Papers, validation from local RSL's
that the Executive has seen the original United National
medal with the name of the recipient on the rim, or a member
of the Korean Veterans Association of Australia (Inc) or other
Declaration of Korean War Service.

Korean Veterans are urged to contact the National
Secretary, Korean Veterans Association of Australia (Inc),
35 Greenbank Cres., Pascoe Vale Sth., Victoria 3044,
including a stamped self-addressed business size envelope,
for copies of application forms and further information which
will contain costs, accommodation and program information.
Booking is essential.

r—-r———=-"-—=-"=-—"=-—"""—-=""—"="—""—""=—"—"—- 1
DID YOU KNOW?
HMY BRITANNIA
Displaces: 3,927 tonnes standard
5,678 tonnes full.
Length: 109.7m at the keel

115.8m at the waterline
125.6m overall

Beam: 16.7m
Mean draught: 5.2m
Minimum draught 4.8m

Range-nautical miles on oil fuelled engines:
3,675 at 14 knots
2,800 at 20 knots




1 he Halton Brat

by Tom Allwood

In the early days of the RN FAA many tradesmen were transferred from the RAF to form the nucleus of the aircraft
maintenance staff and as there were no training facilities within the RN, the first FAA recruits were trained at RAF stations,
one of which was the No. | School of Technical Training at RAF Halton, near Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire.

This station had been established in the 1920's for the training of apprentices, in the days when they wore puttees.
There were usually two intakes per year: the boys selected on their ability to pass educational and physical fitness tests,
with the top rated candidates chosen according to the numbers required at the time.The trades were allocated on the lads
preferences, with those on the lower end of the list having to accept what they were given. The normal RAF uniform was
worn, except that the caps had coloured bands to distinguish the wing in which an apprentice was accommodated.A small
brass badge was worn on the right arm above the elbow, featuring a four bladed propeller in a circle. The famous Halton
wheel. The apprentices were affectionately nicknamed "The Halton Brats'.

The RN already had in existence an apprenticeship scheme for Engine Room, Electrical and Ordnance Artificers. The
method of entry was by competition, as the number of places were limited and those who achieved the highest marks in
the educational test were accepted, provided they could pass the physical fitness standard. Under 5 feet tall and you were

P out (I just made it!). There were two intakes each year for boys between 15 and 16 years.
This scheme was expanded in September 1938 to include the aircraft trades. Most applicants were unaware of this
N change until they were asked to choose a trade: the majority preferred the ships trades, but those boys who were down

the list found themselves with an aircraft trade.A good stroke of fate for some,as promotion in the FAA was much quicker
in those early days as the RAF loaners returned to their units (Not to be confused with the transferees).

The first FAA apprentices were volunteers from those RAF boys already in training at Halton prior to the arrival of the
1938 Naval entry.They were known as Naval Air Apprentices and wore a uniform similar to Petty Officers and above, but
with black buttons,and a red crown and anchor badge on their peak cap.They wore no badges of trade and during the war
were supplied with single breasted serge suits only. Those who could afford them were allowed to wear double breasted
doeskin suits ashore, and on leave. Many never owned a doeskin No.l for many years, except if they had rich parents.The
pay was four shillings per fortnight in 1940, with a small amount kept back and paid for leave periods, plus a meagre clothing
allowance.

The apprenticeship was of 3 years duration, but at the onset of the war was reduced to two, even though the total
hours of training remained the same. Longer daily hours were introduced, with Saturday morning work, less sport and, of
course, shorter leave periods.The Navy boys were taught either engine, airframe or ordnance trades and passed out as Air
Fitters before they were [8 years old during those war years, and drafted to various Naval air bases in the UK for a few
months experience before the big move to either a carrier based squadron or a Naval Air Station somewhere abroad
usually for about two years.

In all there were five Naval intakes trained at Halton side by side with their RAF counterparts, the last being the
September 1940 entry who completed their training in late 1942. It is estimated that a total of over 400 boys passed
through before the FAA took over the training. The Ordnance trainees transferred to other establishments in mid 1940,
whereas the Electrical apprentices were wholly trained by the Navy. The small RN section were totally administered in
their corner of the RAF station by RN officers and senior rates including a Chief Gl, who was in his element on the massive
parade ground between No. | and 2 Wings.

The young airframe or engine Air Fitters, after 18 months practical experience were given the opportunity to undergo
a further 6 months training in the opposite trade at RAF Hednesford, near Cannock, Staffordshire. They were by this time
Leading Air Fitters, or Petty Officers and were required to maintain a 75% pass mark throughout the course.On successful
completion they were rated Air Artificer 4th class which was Petty Officer status. From then on it was a step by step
promotion with appropriate examinations along the way to Chief Aircraft Artificer or Commissioned Warrant Officer.
Those who chose not to take the conversion course remained as Air Fitter in the single trade up to Chief Air Fitter.

When the RAN decided to form a Fleet Air Arm in | 948, many Artificers volunteered to undertake a conversion to the
aircraft trades and were drafted to the UK for training at the various RNAS establishments, where many of the instructors
were ex Halton brats. The first RAN FAA pilots mates were trained by some of these instructors.There was no lack of
volunteers when the RAN requested for RN volunteers for loan service. On the 21st CAG 6 of the Artificers were from
the ex January 40 entry, namely Ken Bell, Jock Brown, Jim Foreman, Ron Churchill, John Pratt and Tom Allwood. The
complete entry had only totalled 90. Other ex-brats helped to set up the training school at Nowra, and many transferred
fully to the RAN and served many years before retiring in Australia. It is worthy of note that the late Chummy Wade after
service at Nowra joined the RAAF as an officer, finally retiring as a Group Captain.The well known actor Stuart Wagstaff
was a Halton Naval Brat,as was Les Botham, father of lan, Englands famous cricketer.

A Halton Naval Brats Association has been formed for many years in the UK, and although the numbers are diminishing

the two year reunion is always well attended.We are very proud of our contribution to the FAA's history, both RN and
RAN.
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NATIONAL SECRETARY'S REPORT

For my last contribution as National Secretary I looked back
through past editions of SLIPSTREAM, from the Christmas 1996
issue after this Interim Committee came to office, to see which
matters had been successfully concluded and which were still
outstanding that I might address here.

The former includes an agreed National Constitution, and a
standard Application for Membership Form which will come into
effect as of the Golden Jubilee/Reunion.

The latter includes standard joining fees, standard annual
subscription fees and a common to all membership card.

My thoughts on these subjects are covered, to some degree, in
the "National Secretary's wish list", October 1997 SLIPSTREAM.
There is (for some) interesting reading in all back copies of the
National Journal which will be available at the Reunion for "A
gold coin donation” to the SLIPSTREAM Account.

My predecessor lan Ferguson and I have tried for many years
to convince Divisions' Executives of the benefits of standard fees
common to all members. Only to be told politely but firmly that
fees are a matter for respective Divisions to set according to their
own needs.

That may be all well and good but in these stringent economic
times members on limited incomes question whether they are
receiving value for their subscription and/or levy dollars.

To me the single most immediate benefit to all members is our
National Journal. SLIPSTREAM revives many fond memories
with each edition printed and provides a vehicle for old shipmates
to keep in touch.

Printing costs inevitably rise over time. Our best advantage is
economy of scale bulk purchases, providing we can maintain a
sufficiently large membership base. New members are joining only
slightly faster than old members are being lost.

Members willing to "pay extra" for receiving SLIPSTREAM
are declining at a disturbing rate. When we incorporated FLY
NAVY with our Journal in July last year we could sustain an order
of 1800 copies ($2,500). Progressive culling of long term
unfinancial members of both the FAAA and the ANAM, combined
with natural losses, reduced that order to 1500 copies ($2.410) in
April this year. Unless we can halt the decline we may soon have
to reduce our order again. But that is not my only concern.

I put this argument to members: The viability and affordable
cost of SLIPSTREAM to all members of The National Association
is increasingly at risk. SLIPSTREAM is a PrintPost approved
publication and as such postage costs are significantly reduced,
e.g. Metropolitan NSW 52¢ (as opposed to 85¢), NSW Country
61¢ (as opposed to $1.25) Interstate Metro 70¢, Interstate Country
79¢ ($1.50).

Because Divisions are self regulating bodies, and that is as it
should be, they are able to charge "their” members differing
amounts by different means; as part of the Annual Membership
Subscription or by a levy for each edition.

Also, Divisions set their own financial years 12 months periods,
not necessarily each the same as another, nor The National
Association Standard O1 July to 30 June.

Subsequently it is impossible to maintain a simple common
National mailing list from which to produce SLIPSTREAM
envelope labels. Why? Because as each Division secretary
compiles the list he sends to me each quarter (plus numerous
changes in between), various members names are either put on or
taken off depending on their particular financial status at the time,
with similar regularity to intimate items of certain professional
ladies apparel.
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This may be no problem to my successor who MUST have a
modicum of computer literacy; but to one who is PC illiterate,
doesn't type and rates letter writing only marginally above house
painting, it is a never ending pain in the posterior.

I hasten to add that [ am willing to assist the incoming Secretary
in every way possible including SLIPSTREAM packaging, pre-
sorting and distribution.

Having halfway 'maligned’' my fellow secretaries I'd better
complete the exercise. Obviously the reason that some self
regulating Divisions exercise autonomous fee setting (above a
National Standard) is to cover their own costs incurred. Some
Divisions provide "their" members with a State/Club badge on
receipt of a joining fee.

Also a State/Club newsletter and possibly subsidised functions,
etc. All cost money. However, it is a fact that many members do
not live close to centres where Divisions functions are held. They
may not even reside within their particular Division State
boundaries.

I suggest that SLIPSTREAM is the more cost effective means
to stay in contact with members. As I see it, any additional goods
and services provided by Divisions, not generally available or
necessarily required by the average member, should be subject to
any extra charges or levies. Not the fee to join The National FAAA,
not the Annual Subscription and definitely not SLIPSTREAM.
Federal Council should set such fees. Self regulating Divisions
should be free to impose such additional fees or levies as "their °
members" so decide.

The above are my opinions and not necessarily endorsed by
other members of the Interim National Executive Committee. [
am the richer for having had the privilege of working with them
for the past two years. My best wishes to all, and offer of continuing
support to those who are re-elected is unequivocal. Naturally the
same goes for newly elected members.

In conclusion, I look forward to renewing friendships with old
shipmates at the Reunion and with maintaining contact via
SLIPSTREAM, the life blood of our FAAA. Jim Lee
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