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Seventy-five years ago Australia’s sole aircraft 
carrier, in commission for less than three 
years, sailed from Garden Island Dockyard on 

31 August 1951 for Kure Naval Base in Japan and 
active service off Korea. The government had 
agreed to HMAS Sydney relieving HMS Glory on 
station while that hard-worked carrier underwent 
refit at Garden Island Dockyard, with her squadrons 
disembarked for rest to HMAS Albatross. 
Twenty‑eight year old Sea Fury pilot Lieutenant 
Guy Beange RAN, who had started World War II on 
horseback with the Waikato Mounted Rifles and 
finished it flying a Combat Air Patrol in his Royal 
Navy F4U Corsair over surrendering Japanese off 
Rabaul, wrote in his Pilots Logbook: “On the way to 
Japan - Again.”
North Korean forces had invaded across the 
38th parallel on 25 June 1950, plunging south until 
halted at the Pusan perimeter. The United Nations 
break-out and subsequent landing at Inchon, in 
mid-September 1950, had pushed further north, 
occupied the North Korean capital Pyongyang and 
reached the Yalu River border with Manchuria in 
places. Through the winter blizzards two Chinese 
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Main: Sydney did an extensive work-up 
prior to deployment.  Here, a Sea Fury 
prepares to launch.
Below: (L-R) LtCdr Mike Fell DSO 
DSC RN, the Air Group Commander; 
Commander (Air) Launcelot Kiggell 
DSC RN and Captain David Harries. ✈
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armies crossed the border and forced back the UN 
troops. Prime Minister Robert Menzies’ concerns 
about communist aggression, which had led to the 
introduction of national service that year, seemed 
vindicated.
The Colossus-class HMS Triumph, under US naval 
command in support of Security Council 
resolutions, joined with USSValley Forge and flew 
her first strikes on 3 July 1950. This put paid to the 
alleged statement by the Chief of the Imperial 
General Staff in 1947 that there would be no war for 
15 years. Triumph was relieved by HMS Theseus,
then Glory took her place in turn. Each Royal Navy 
light carrier alternated war patrols with a US Navy 
escort carrier.
Already in Japan with the Commonwealth 
Occupation Forces, HMA Ships Shoalhaven and
Bataan deployed to Korean waters in early July 
1950, the first of nine RAN warships that would see 
active service in the conflict. The Royal Australian 
Air Force’s 77 (Mustang) Squadron flew its first 
offensive sorties from RAAF Base Iwakuni, Japan, 
on 2 July 1950. Defending that RAAF base had 

been the  under-strength 3rd Battalion, Royal 
Australian Regiment. After reinforcements from 
Australia were flown in by Qantas, the battalion 
embarked in the troop ship USS Aiken Victory and 
sailed from Kure for the Pusan perimeter on 
27 September 1950. By May 1951, 77 Squadron, 
now operating from Korean bases, had lost nine 

Prelude to War
The origins of the Korean conflict can be traced back to the end of World War II. After 35 years of brutal 
Japanese occupation, the victorious allies split control of the Korean peninsular between the Soviet Union 
and the United States above and below the 38th parallel. In the north, the Soviets fostered a communist 
government under Kim Il-Sung, while in the south, the US supported the provisional government under 
strong man Syngman Rhee. Perhaps unsurprisingly, tension between the two zones quickly emerged 
and two opposing armies grew along the 38th parallel.
In June 1950, the North launched a massive offensive against the South, quickly capturing Seoul and 
pushing South Korean and US forces south down the peninsular towards Pusan. The Security Council of 
the still fledgling United Nations, taking advantage of a Soviet boycott (in support of recognition of the 
communist government of China) and thus the absence of a Soviet veto, was able to pass four 
resolutions in short order that ultimately authorised the US to establish and lead a unified UN command 
to repel the attack and restore peace on the Korean peninsular. In all, 21 UN member states committed 
forces and support personnel to the war. Australia was the second nation, behind the US, to commit 
personnel from all three services to the war.
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Right: HMAS Sydney (left) 
arrival at Kure a month later, 
where she secured adjacent to 
HMS Glory, who she was 
relieving. The few days they were 
together were frenetic, with the 
transfer of aircraft, information, 
stores and people.✈

Above: HMAS Sydney departing for Korea from 
Garden Island on 31 August 1951.✈
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pilots and the 3rd Battalion had suffered 70 killed 
and over 200 wounded. Both the Squadron 
Commanding Officer and the Battalion Commander 
were among those killed.
The First Sea Lord, Admiral of the Fleet Bruce 
Fraser, 1st Baron Fraser of North Cape, GCB KBE 
RN, asked the Commonwealth Naval Board if 
Sydney could relieve Glory for “two or three months 
operational flying if the Korean business is still 
going.” The Australian Prime Minister, under 
pressure from the US to commit another battalion of 
troops, agreed to the carrier swap on 11 May 1951. 
Three days later, an enlarged Sydney Carrier Air 
Group was designated under Lieutenant 
Commander (P) Mike Fell DSO DSC RN. 
808 (Sea Fury) and 817 (Firefly) Squadrons of the 
21st CAG were joined by 805 (Sea Fury) Squadron 
of the 20th CAG. The Air Group Commander 

immediately commenced an intensive pre-
deployment work-up. 
The majority of the more senior aviators aboard 
Sydney were still British, a reflection that the 
adolescent Australian air branch owed much to the 
parent RN Fleet Air Arm for its rapid maturity. Only 
805 Squadron had an RAN commanding officer, 
Lieutenant Commander (P) Walter ‘Jimmy’ Bowles.  
A former Royal New Zealand Navy Volunteer 
Reserve fighter pilot aboard armed escort carriers, 
Bowles had joined the forming RAN FAA in 1948. 
Scattered through the three squadrons were seven 
RN aircrew. Other loan officers were the 
Commander (Air), Lieutenant Commanders Flying 
and Operations, the Deck Landing Control Officers 
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Above: The Armourers and handlers probably 
had the hardest time in the bitter Korean winter, 
earning them ‘relaxed rig’ concessions in an 
effort to stay warm.  Right: What the best 
dressed pilots were wearing: L-R Jimmy Bowles, 
Fred Lane and Ian MacDonald who all flew Sea 
Furies during the conflict. ✈
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and the Flight Deck Officer, as were the Air 
Engineer Officer, Air Electrical Officer and the Air 
Ordnance Officer. 
When Sydney arrived in Kure on 27 September 
1951, Glory’s Royal Marine band played “If I’d 
known you were coming I’d have baked a cake.” 
Also in port was a third carrier, the maintenance/
ferry carrier HMS Unicorn flying the flag of Rear 
Admiral Alan Scott-Moncreiff DSO RN. There were 
another nine Australian, Canadian and British ships 
present, one of the biggest concentrations of 
Commonwealth warships since 1945. Along with 
stores and aircraft from Glory, Sydney also received 
Lieutenant P. O’Mara with his USN Sikorsky 
HO3S‑1 helicopter and crew. Sydney’s arrival 
meant the RAN became the third navy to commit a 
carrier to the conflict, and only the fourth navy in 
history to ever send a fixed-wing carrier into 
combat.
At sea the navies of nine nations blockaded North 
Korea, and the carrier aircraft, in conjunction with 
UN air forces, had been conducting an interdiction 
campaign - Operation STRANGLE - to prevent men 
and supplies moving south to bolster communist 
forces in the front line. 
The usual two-week patrol pattern for a light carrier 
was to sail from Kure or Sasebo, conduct four days 
of flight operations off Korea’s west coast from Point 
Oboe (roughly abeam Seoul) then steam south to 
replenish from the small fleet train for a day, back to 
Point Oboe for another four days, and then return to 
Japan. The aircrew welcomed the break during 

replenishment but for the majority of ship’s 
company a day of taking on ammunition, bunker 
fuel, avgas and air stores was anything but a rest 
day. Neither was it restful for the CAG maintainers 
as they repaired battle damage and ensured 
maximum serviceability when the ship returned to 
Point Oboe.
Arriving on a station where Glory had set a light 
fleet carrier record of 84 sorties in a day on her 
eighth war patrol, a well worked-up Sydney
surpassed that record on 11 October 1951, only the 
fifth day of her first war patrol. Able to fly seven 
events from 06:26 in the longer daylight hours of 
September saw 89 sorties flown. 
Several days before the 23,000-ton USS Rendova 
had achieved a USN record of 50 sorties, only five 
above her usual 45, and later managed a once-only 
64. Before embarking in Rendova, Marine Fighter 
Attack Squadron 212, the ‘Devil Cats,’ had flown its 
Corsairs from advanced land bases to give close air 
support for the encircled 1st Marine Division, 
ensuring thousands of fellow marines escaped from 
the frozen battlefield of the Chosin Reservoir.
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Click on any of the images below to read more about the Korean War and the Fleet Air Arm’s role in it on 
the Association’s website.

Sydney soon found that a daily sortie rate of 54 
could be consistently sustained in the five events 
possible through the shorter winter days. Scott-
Moncreiff wrote approvingly that during November 
‘a high rate of striking was maintained’ by Sydney.
To maintain that sortie rate was a total ship’s effort. 
Everyone from parachute riggers to cooks, stokers 
and sick-berth attendants, needed high spirits and 
sustained teamwork to safely operate at this level. 
The flight deck team worked in a continuous watch 
from before dawn, while the ordnance teams 
sweated to bring up the tons of bombs, rockets and 
ammunition to be expended. Aircraft maintainers 
had to additionally work long hours through the 
nights to maximize aircraft availability. It was not 
unusual for 40 percent of aircraft to return 
unserviceable because of flak damage or other 
issues, with all needing to be serviceable again by 
the next morning. 
The latest UN offensive was now essentially static, 
holding near the 38th parallel, the only fighting being 
for local tactical advantage. Armistice negotiations 
had begun at Panmunjom on 25 October when 
General Ridgeway halted offensive ground 
operations. As the second harsh winter of the 
conflict froze the ground, there was active defence 
only along the trenches of the 155 mile front. 
By early December, Sydney was well aware that 
the daily grind of active operations could suddenly 
turn mortal, as it had four weeks before for 
Lieutenant (P) Keith ‘Nails’ Clarkson DFM, Senior 
Pilot of 805 Squadron. A RAAF fighter pilot who had 
seen service in Africa, Malta, Sicily and Italy, 
Clarkson was hit with 20mm shells while making a 
strafing dive against a road convoy on 5 November. 
His aircraft was seen to roll on its back and dive into 
the ground. As two aircraft of his flight circled the 
wreckage looking for signs of life they were also hit 
by anti-aircraft fire.
Of the remaining 51 aircrew in Sydney’s CAG, at 

least 35 had flown in World War II. There were, 
however, some for whom this was their first 
experience of active service. Six graduates of 
Number One Pilots course at RAAF Base Point 
Cook in 1948 were in the Sydney CAG, including 
Sub Lieutenant (P) Fred Lane with 805 Squadron. 
One of the three onboard from Number Two course 
was Sub Lieutenant (P) Norman Lee, flying Fireflies 
in 817 Squadron. Lee was crewed with Observer 2 
Keith ‘Bunny’ Bunning, an ex-RN Telegraphist Air 
Gunner who volunteered for the RAN in 1948. Both 
Lane and Lee had just turned 22 and Bunning 
was 27 [read about Bunny’s path to our FAA in the 
March 2026 edition of Slipstream].
In 808 Squadron was the 23 year old Lieutenant (P) 
Peter Goldrick, a naval college cadet in 1941 who 
went to war in the cruiser HMS Kenya in late 1944 
aged only 16. Goldrick had volunteered, along with 
the majority of his class, to sub-specialize as a 
naval aviator when the new air branch was 
announced in 1947. Several of his classmates were 
also in the CAG. [Read ‘The Making of a Sea Fury 
Pilot’, Goldrick’s path to Korea in the June 2022 
edition of Slipstream]. 

Above: Keith “Nails’ Clarkson was the first FAA 
aviator to lose his life in Korea, when his Sea 
Fury was shot down whilst strafing a convoy.  You 
can read his story here.✈

https://www.faaaa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/19511105-RoH-CLARKSON.pdf
https://www.faaaa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/SeaFuryv7.pdf
https://www.faaaa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/KoreaV5.pdf
https://www.faaaa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/ShineAngelv3.pdf
https://www.faaaa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/FIREFLY-v2.pdf
https://www.faaaa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/FlyBy-Feb23-v10.pdf
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Two USN fleet carriers operated as Task Force 77 
in the Sea of Japan’s deep unrestricted waters off 
the Korean Peninsula’s east coast. The greater risk 
of air and submarine attack in the confined waters 
of the Yellow Sea off Korea’s west coast was 
considered acceptable for a single light carrier 
operating as Task Element 95.11. This meant that 
up to 30 percent of a day’s flying were anti-
submarine and combat air patrols for self-defence.
A Majestic-class carrier’s normal war complement 
was 1,343 but Sydney, with three squadrons in her 
CAG instead of the normal two, carried 1,427 to 
Japan at a time when total RAN strength was a little 
over 10,000. With 24 Sea Furies and 12 Fireflies 
embarked, the hangar was as crowded as the 
messdecks and there were always aircraft in the 
flight deck park. Despite the often intense cold of 
early December, the aircraft handlers, maintainers 
and armourers were well settled by the fifth war 
patrol in the routine of sustaining the daily 54 
sorties demanded by Captain David ‘Darbo’ Harries 
RAN and his Commander (Air) Launcelot ‘Lance’ 
Kiggell DSC RN, who had flown his Swordfish 
against the Italian battleships at Taranto in 
November 1940. 
In the next two issues of Slipstream, the sorties of 
Beange, Bunning, Goldrick, Lane and Lee over 
eight days of a single War Patrol will be followed. 
While representing barely 10 percent of Sydney’s 
total flying effort, it will reflect in full the worthy 

measure of every pilot and observer in the Sydney 
CAG. 
These sorties required the full effort by each of the 
1,426 officers and ship’s company aboard Sydney, 
and the security provided by her screening 
destroyers, as Australian naval airpower came of 
age in the hostile skies north of the 38th parallel. ✈

Above: Fireflies and Sea Furies aboard Sydney 
during one of her winter Patrols in the Yellow 
Sea.  Elements of both the 20th and 21st Carrier 
Air Group were joined to give an enlarged 
group, known simply as ‘the Sydney CAG’  
specifically for Korean operations. Sydney’s 
accommodation spaces were also filled to 
capacity,, with 74 more people aboard than her 
normal war complement. ✈



Tracking the sorties of Beange, Bunning, 
Goldrick, Lane and Lee in a single War Patrol 
represents only ten percent of Sydney’s
flying, but reflects in full the worthy measure 
of every pilot and observer in the CAG. Their 
sorties required full effort by each of the 
1,426 officers and ship’s company aboard 
Sydney, and the security provided by her 
screening destroyers.

Sydney sailed from Kure, Japan, on 5 
December 1951, assuming tactical command 
of the west coast (C.T.E.95.11) from Rendova
the following evening. It was the start of a 
period later called ‘The Island War’. Tan-Do, 
Ka-Do and Sinmi-Do Islands, near to the 
blockade limit south of the Yalu River estuary, 
had been lost in the previous eight weeks. 
Along the 300 miles of patrolled western 
coastline north of the 38th parallel enemy 
pressure was now threatening an invasion of 

Sok-To and Cho-Do islands, off the 
notoriously dangerous Amgak Peninsula.

Sydney was directed to support Task 
Element 95.12, the West Coast 
Bombardment Force, in their anti-invasion 
operations in the Cho-Do/Sok-To area, 
including maintaining a TARCAP (Target 
Combat Air Patrol/Naval Gunfire Support) in 
daylight over those cruisers and destroyers. 
Each day’s flying event launched two Sea 
Furies for CAP and one Firefly on an 
ASPRO(Anti-Submarine Patrol). To this 
would be added two Sea Furies in each 
event flying TARCAP for the Commander 
T.E. 95.12.

There were to be the usual strikes against 
enemy targets designated by the guerrilla 
organization’s ‘Leopard’, and continued 
interdiction sorties in the area the aircrew 

v6
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referred to as ‘Wales’, north of the Han River to 
the Chinnampo Estuary and inland to the 
Sariwon waterways. For the first five days it was 
fine clear weather at sea with some ground fog 
ashore. After that the weather worsened.
Day One - Friday 7 December 1951
With daylight imminent HMAS Tobruk, a week 
into her month-long fourth war patrol who had 
been patrolling off Paengyong-Do after detaching 
from Rendova’s screen, took station on Sydney
as the carrier finished ranging eight Sea Furies 
and six Fireflies for the first flying event of her fifth 
war patrol. Captain Harries, with HMCS Sioux
and HMS Comus already in company, was 
pleased to again be screened by the destroyer 
which had escorted them from Australia three 
months earlier. It was the start of nine days flying 
operations for the Sydney CAG.
Two minutes before sunrise, at dawn action 
stations with all guns manned under the watchful 
eye of the ship’s Gunnery Officer Lieutenant Guy 
Griffiths DSC, the Officer of the Watch turned the 
carrier west into a 15-knot wind and at 07:30 
Commander (Air) commenced launching the 
fourteen Event Able aircraft in the slight swell. 
Two of the Sea Furies commenced TARCAP 
under direction from the ships patrolling off the 
threatened islands.

Immediately 
the deck 
parties began 
preparing the 
next event 
aircraft which 
needed fuelling, 
arming, ranging and 
launching before the returning 
first strike could land.
Six Sea Furies and one Firefly launched in Event 
Baker from 0830, but only thirteen Event Able 
aircraft returned at 0915 for turn-around 
servicing, fuelling, re-arming and ranging. This 
cycle repeated itself through the five events 
possible in the ten and a half hours of daylight 
available. 
When the six Sea Furies and five Fireflies of 
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Event Easy landed on from 16:15 there had been 
fifty-four sorties launched since dawn. Only fifty-
two had made it back to the carrier, two of those 
with significant flak damage.
The Event Able aircraft that had failed to return 
was Sea Fury WE.679 of Acting Sub-Lieutenant 
Arthur Smith RN, whose flight of four was led by 
the Air Group Commander, callsign ‘99 Leader’. 
Fell always led from the front, consistently 
launching in the first wave, and his AR (Armed 
Reconnaissance) flight had been strafing and 
rocketing two junks and fifteen sampans that 
could be used to mount amphibious assaults 
against the offshore islands.
When he was hit Smith, losing oil pressure, was 
escorted to a wheels up landing on the hard 
sand beach of Paengyong-Do Island - Bromide 
Baker - which functioned as an emergency 
landing strip known as K-56.
Goldrick returned from the first of his two 
TARCAP sorties after 2.40 hours airborne with so 
much flak damage to the rear fuselage that it 
required a complete tail end change. Wingman to 
Lieutenant (P) George ‘Spanky’ Brown DFC, they 
had been rocketing junks on the Chinnampo 
waterfront after TARCAP in the Cho-do and 
Sokto-Ri areas.
Lane had flown for 2.35 hours with a wingman in 
a defensive CAP (Combat Air Patrol) over the 
carrier and her screen, catching the desired No.3 
of the ten wires on his return. Norman Lee and 
Keith Bunning had launched in their Firefly but 
developed mechanical problems and returned for 

an emergency landing back onboard twenty 
minutes later.
After strafing some trenches with his flight of four 
Sub-Lieutenant (P) Richard ‘Dick’ Sinclair was 
making a low run over salt flats north-west of 
Chinnampo when he transmitted to his flight that 
he had been hit and could smell burning. Climbing 
to 1500 feet he headed for the coast. Flames 
were seen by his shepherding flight from the 
underside of WE795 as it entered a dive which 
increased to 60 degrees on impact. Sinclair left 
the aircraft at 200 feet, his parachute opening just 
before he hit the ground. The circling Sea Furies 
saw no movement once he hit the shoreline 
mudbank. 
Four Sea Furies of 808, which had got airborne at 
1245 in Event Dog, were diverted to provide 
escort and RESCAP (Rescue Combat Air Patrol) 
for the US Air Force ‘Angel’ rescue helicopter 
which had been on standby at Bromide Baker. As 
the Sikorsky H-5 Dragonfly recovered Sinclair’s 
body enemy troops were seen moving across the 
mud flats towards the burning aircraft and were 
promptly strafed and rocketed. It was found that

Below: A USAF Sikorski H5 Dragonfly, similar to Sydney’s HO-3S-1.  The callsign of US rescue 
helicopters was “Angel” in part due to the image on the Air Rescue Service crest but no doubt 
also as a reflection of their role of rescuing airmen in dire straits. During this war patrol there 
were two on standby at ‘Bromide Baker’. On 7th December a helicopter of this type, in the face 
of approaching enemy troops, recovered the lifeless body of Sub Lieutenant Richard Sinclair 
from the mud flats next to his downed Sea Fury.    Inset: Dick Sinclair, the first of the FAA 
fatalities in Korea.  
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Sinclair’s ripcord had not been pulled and his 
injuries were consistent with being struck by the 
tailplane, which also shock opened the 
parachute. As the helicopter flew back to 
Bromide Baker there were enemy bodies left 
scattered on the foreshore.
Beange, flying for 2.00 hours in the RESCAP 
entered in his logbook ‘RIP Dick Sinclair Shot 
down in flames near Onjon-Ni’. Sydney’s
embarked HO3S-1 ‘Shine Angel’ collected the 
body from Bromide Baker and returned to the 
carrier, whose callsign was ‘Shine’. At sunset, on 
completion of the day’s flying, Sinclair was buried 
at sea with full naval honours.
His fellow aircrew reflected that he had only 
spent three days with his newborn son before 
embarking for Korea. In the screen Tobruk half-
masted her colours during the funeral service.
Day Two - Saturday 8 December 1951
The fine clear weather continued as the screen 
destroyers refuelled from the Royal Fleet 
Auxiliary tanker Brown Ranger. With no 
clandestine intelligence vessels in the area all 
junks sighted were declared by C.T.E.95.12 to be 
considered enemy vessels.
Lane, while flying TARCAP, was given a no-
notice shoot by HMS Belfast against four 88mm 
guns which had fired against her in the 
Chinnampo Estuary during the night. Sited in 
camouflaged caves the blast patterns showed up 
in the fresh snow. While giving fall of shot 
corrections for the cruiser’s ranging shots he 
found himself distracted by small falling silver 
objects and then a larger object flashed past. 
Looking up he could see the twisting contrails of 
at least a dozen fighting Mig-15s and F-86 
Sabres. It had been spent cartridges and a drop 
tank which had caught his eye. When all of 
Belfast’s shells missed Lane fired his own eight 
60lb three-inch rockets but they failed to 
penetrate the caves. 
Catching sight of a lone Mig-15 in a high speed 
dive heading north Lane called ‘Tally-Ho’ and 

headed in pursuit. With the range rapidly 
opening common sense quickly returned before 
he dropped his own external fuel tanks and any 
thoughts of a banned solo engagement with the 
swept wing jet. His youthful aggression found an 
outlet on his next sortie, recording six sampans 
damaged and using his remaining ammunition 
on a saw-mill at Taetan where his leader, 
Lieutenant (P) John Salthouse, received a bullet 
hole in the rudder. Another two Sea Furies 
returned to Sydney during the day requiring 
repairs for flak damage.
Goldrick got airborne in Event Charlie with 
Lieutenant (P) Julian Cavanagh, an ex-Royal Air 
Force fighter pilot, for an AR strike against a 
Leopard reported village concentration of 800 
enemy troops. They accurately rocketed and 
strafed the village. Having already flown a CAP 
Beange, in a flight of four led by the 
Commanding Officer of 808 Squadron, 
Lieutenant-Commander (P) John ‘Apples 
Appleby RN, surprised 400 troops dressed in 
white and estimated they killed 30 of them. 
Goldrick finished his day with a sedate 2.25 
hours in the overhead CAP.
Their early return the previous day had 
prevented Lee and Bunning adding to 817’s tally 
of six bridges down and one railway line cut. An 
ammunition dump had also been destroyed, by 
mistake: a bomb had skipped on the frozen 
ground into an ordinary looking village house 
where the secondary explosion destroyed the 
entire village. Lee and Bunning’s successful 1.50 
sortie against the railway bridge at Samchon-Ni 
allowed the squadron to report all main railway 
lines in ‘Wales’ cut by midday of the War Patrols 
second day. From Event Easy the Fireflies 
switched to bombing barracks and strafing junks. 
Returning from the day’s last bombing sortie in 

Above: The bridge between Haeju and Yonan, taken on 27 
November 1951 shortly after three of its spans were 
destroyed by Sydney’s aircraft (817 Squadron record).  
Left:  Fred Lane, who was a Sea Fury pilot during the 
campaign. 
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Firefly WB.358 Lieutenant (P) Albert ‘Annie’ 
Oakley DFC with Lieutenant (O) Jack Hickson 
DFC - who had been awarded the British DFC 
for Beaufighter anti-shipping strikes and the US 
DFC for mine-laying in the European Theatre 
respectively - were hit by flak. With oil pouring 
over his windscreen and obscuring all forward 
view Oakley realized they could not be recovered 
onboard so headed for Bromide Baker. The 
engine faltered crossing Taechong-Do island 
where he successfully belly-landed on a small 
northern beach, the third CAG aircraft to be shot 
down in two days. Twenty minutes later the H-5 
from Bromide Baker, ‘Pedro Fox’, arrived but 
needed two trips to transfer them to Paengyong-
Do.
There they joined Smith as they were entertained 
by the Leopard controller before being 
transferred in a launch to Tobruk. The destroyer 
had been released from the screen on 
completion of the day’s flying at 17:20 to join 
T.E.95.12 for the Paengyong-Do anti-invasion 
night patrol.
Day Three - Sunday 9 December
After her night patrol Tobruk rejoined the screen 
at 07:00 and returned the two pilots and one 
observer to ‘Shine’. Some early morning cloud 
soon cleared to a fine clear day at sea with 15-20 
knots of wind helping the stokers easily make the 
required speed for wind over the deck. The sea 

remained slight, which helped the single Sea 
Fury which returned with flak damage to tailplane 
and elevator. 
Only 51 sorties had been flown on Day Two but 
the desired daily 54 was achieved for the next 
three days. Before flying another CAP Goldrick 
flew a TARCAP over Cho-Do Island for 2:50 
hours with Lieutenant George Brown DFC, and 
attacked Leopard targets on the Amgak 
Peninsula thought to contain troops and guns. 
No movement was seen although Leopard later 

Top: An aircraft carrier’s flight deck has been described as 
one of the most hazardous working environments in the 
world, and Sydney’s deck was no exception.  It took superb 
teamwork, quick thinking and good training to safely move, 
launch and recover multiple aircraft in a contrained and 
moving environment.   Lower.  Guy Beange posing by the 
wing of his Sea Fury.
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reported that 11 enemy had been killed and 11 
mortars destroyed along with many Russian 
small arms. Beange, with wingman Lieutenant 
Reginald ‘Reg’ Wild DFC, was airborne for 2.45 
hours striking at gun positions near Yongam.
Brown had received his DFC flying a RAAF 
Kittyhawk fighter/bomber in the South West 
Pacific and joined the RANVR to fly Seafires with 
the British Pacific Fleet in the final months of 
World War Two. In the Western Desert, flying 
ahead of the advancing 8th Army, Wild won his 
DFC with the RAF’s No.112 Squadron.
It turned into a three-sortie day for Lane. After an 
AR against troops in the Changyon area he got 
airborne for a CAP, but restricted movement of 
his ailerons required an emergency landing after 
0.20 minutes. Changing aircraft he was soon 
airborne again for a 2.00 CAP. 
Commanding Officer of 817 was Lieutenant-
Commander (F) Ronald Lunberg RN. He was 
dual qualified as pilot and observer and had 
flown Swordfish and Barracudas off HMS 
Illustrious in the previous war. Leading his flight, 
including the Firefly crewed by Oakley and 
Bunning, in Event Charlie they attacked barrack 
buildings north of Ongjin. All bombs fell in the 
target area and they then strafed troop 
concentrations and store dumps until all their 
ammunition had been used. Bunning crewed 
again with Lee in Event Easy where their briefed 
target of a village containing 1,000 troops was 
hidden by ground fog, so they bombed their 
secondary target, a large working leadmine north 
of Ongjin.

Day Four - Monday 10 December
It was a difficult day for the Fireflies of 817 with 
persistent winter ground fog obscuring many of 
their primary targets. Lee and Bunning in their 
first 1.55 hour sortie were in 25 Flight attacking 
the rail bridge near Soktan-Ni, but only near 
misses were seen. Their next 1.45 hour sortie 
saw the flight bombing the rail bridge north of 
Chinnampo leading to the North Korean capital 
Pyongyang. This was a notable success 
dropping the major portion of the bridge and 
tearing up the line and embankment on the 
northern approaches. The following road 
reconnaissance south towards Changyon 
strafed troop concentrations, where it was 
estimated that 60 out of some 150 sighted were 
killed.
Both Goldrick and Lane flew TARCAP. Goldrick 
in Event Able was given a target of small 
vessels by C.T.E.95.12, damaging three junks 
and one smaller craft, while Lane struck at a 
camouflaged bunker. Goldrick then flew an RP 
in Event Easy as number 4 in the flight led by 
his CO Appleby, rocketing and strafing troops in 
Changyon city and surrounding villages. Beange 
flew a quiet CAP for 2.05 hours, taking the time 
to practice his instrument flying for 0.15 minutes 
in cloud. His following 1.50 hour AR to Amgang 
was not as peaceful.
Air Group Commander ‘99 Leader’, with his 
wingman Sub-Lieutenant (P) Ronald ‘Ron’ 
Coleman, had strafed an anti-aircraft position 
during an AR to the west of Changyon. Fell 
recovered onboard with flak damage to wing 
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Below: A group of Firefly pilots aboard Sydney - L-R: 
LEUT. Maxwell Simpson RN, SBLT Norman Lee, LCDR 
Ronald Lunberg RN (CO), SBLT Colin Champ, LEUT 
Albert Oakley DFC, LCDR Mathieson Wotherspoon RN, 
LEUT William Dunlop, SBLT Armand Roland and LEUT 
Jeffrey Gledhill DSC.
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continuing fine weather enabled a full flying day 
and there was even a mail run in Event Charlie.
Lee and Bunning in Event Able joined the rest of 
25 Flight in bombing a village north of Changyon, 
estimated by Leopard to contain 800 troops. 
Smoke from the bombing made damage 
assessment impossible.
Lane, with the four aircraft of 52 Flight, flew an AR 
of the waterways, strafing and sinking an 
underway junk, with another four sampans 
destroyed and nine damaged. Going on to rocket 
a camouflaged supply dump the fleeing troops 
were ‘shot on the wing’, a macabre indication of 
how accurate all had become in their weapon 
delivery. On return Lane changed aircraft for a 
CAP, while Goldrick flew a 2.45 hour TARCAP 
over Cho-Do and Amgak. Beange also flew a 
CAP. 
Because of the loss of airframes Lee was tasked 
in Event Dog to fly Goldrick as his passenger to 

root, undercarriage door and wheel well, one of 
three to return with flak damage through the day. 
As a Sub-Lieutenant ‘Mike’ Fell had managed to 
shoot down a Heinkel III flying an obsolescent 
Gloster Sea Gladiator biplane in 1939. He 
commanded the original No.805 (Martlet/Wildcat) 
Squadron in the Western Desert campaign aged 
24, and earned an immediate DSO leading a 
strike on the battleship Tirpitz from Searcher in 
1944. That Sydney’s CAG did particularly well 
over Korea was always held by her Executive 
Officer, Commander (O) VAT Smith DSC, to be a 
tribute to Fell who made the most of his 
experienced aircrew, while taking the most 
inexperienced as his own wingman. 
Day Five - Tuesday 11 December
Perhaps as a reflection of the 1,539 operational 
sorties of the Air Group to date this Tuesday saw 
the only barrier entry of the patrol by Sea Fury 
WE677. A figure especially impressive for aircrew 
that were often returning from the stress of 
combat and sometimes with battle damage. The 
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Above: ‘Target Cards’ were usually aerial photographs 
showing the designated target, as in this case for Observer 
Bunning, who flew in Fireflies.  He has highlighted what 
appears to be a factory or barracks complex. Below.  
Aircraft handlers sprint to set up the next launch as a Sea 
Fury is flung into the air from Sydney’s catapult.
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Kimpo Air Base, the main fighter base to the west 
of Seoul designated K-14. From Kimpo Goldrick 
was flown on to RAAF Base Iwakuni in Japan for 
the night. Home to the in-theatre RAAF transport 
and maintenance squadrons he was to collect a 
replacement Sea Fury. 
The movements of troops over these few days 
had attracted command attention, so when a 
large concentration were discovered by Sea 
Furies outside Sinchon in Event Dog they 
accurately rocketed and strafed the scattering 
troops, estimating 25 killed. One 808 Sea Fury 
stayed in the area to direct the strikes as all the 
Fireflies and 805 Sea Furies in Event Easy were 
diverted to the area. Twenty-eight rockets, six 
500lb bombs and a large number of strafing runs 
were made with a further 80 casualties 
estimated. 
By completion of the day’s flying five aircraft had 
returned with flak damage, two Fireflies including 
817’s Senior Pilot Lieutenant-Commander (P) 
Matheson Wotherspoon RN, and three Sea 
Furies including 805’s Commanding Officer 
Bowles and ‘99 Leaders’ junior wingman 
Coleman. Sydney set course for the 
replenishment area south of Taechong-Do while 
Tobruk remained to carry out another night patrol 
off Paengyong-Do.
Wednesday 12 December
At 07:00 RFA Wave Premier joined Sydney and 
Task Element 95.11 commenced replenishing 
with avgas and fuel oil. While the aircrew rested, 
apart from the most junior aviators who often had 
secondary ships duties assigned or lectures to 
attend, most everyone else aboard worked long 
hours. It only took Goldrick 1.45 hours airborne 
to fly the replacement Sea Fury from Japan to 
Kimpo, where he spent the night.
The break for replenishment gave the army 
Ground Liaison Officers onboard time to 
compare aircrew claims against the casualty and 
damage reports of the Leopard guerrilla 
organization. On 8 December a village target 
with an estimated 650 enemy troops was 
attacked, the aircrew only claiming two houses 
destroyed and several damaged. Leopard 
reported 36 enemy killed and 70 wounded. At 
another village on the same day, where 700 
troops were estimated, the striking aircrew only 
claimed to have set fire to one large building. 
Leopard reported 47 killed and 87 wounded. It 
was a sobering accounting of the war’s human 
cost.

Ashore the estimated 20,000 workers in North 
Korea’s Department of Military Highway 
Administration engaged in road repairs, and the 
20,000 in the railroad and bridge repair 
organization, welcomed the slight relief from the 
CAG’s attentions in the harsh winter conditions, 
although the UN air forces continued their 
interdiction sorties. Supplies were still getting 
through, including over 40,000 artillery rounds 
per month. North of the 38th parallel in 
communist controlled territory there were now at 
least 500 heavy anti-aircraft guns and 2,000 
automatic weapons taking an increasing toll on 
UN aircraft. MiG sorties were also on the rise, 
300 being reported on a single day. 
There were several onboard Sydney who had 
recent reason to be grateful to the US Air Force’s 
3rd Air Rescue Service (ARSvc). Their 
Detachment 1 had established a forward element 
of two H-5s at Paengyong-Do’s Bromide Baker, 
on alert for rescues in northwest Korea and 
offshore waters. ARSvc policy was that the pilot 
himself decided whether to attempt a pick up or 
not, but you would search the records in vain for 
an instance where a rescue was not attempted. 
Of the sixteen aircrew rescue attempts flown 
from K-56 between August 1951 and February 
1952 eight were successful.  During the three 
years of the Korean conflict the 3rd  ARSVc were 
awarded three Distinguished Service Citations. ✈
r sorties launched since dawn. Only fifty-two had 
made it back to the carrier, two of those with 
significant flak damage.

Read the final 
part of 
Graeme’s ‘War 
Patrol’ in the 
next edition of 
Slipstream. 
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