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Proposals for Consideration at FAAA of Aust ACT Division AGM 2022 

 

1. Management of Membership Renewals. 

This proposal seeks an agreed procedure and timetable for the renewal of membership fees.  In 
particular, it proposes a cut-off date for membership renewal payments of 14 March.  Those who have 
not paid their membership fees by this date will have their membership suspended and subsequently 
cancelled if no payments are received by 30 May.  

Membership fees are paid annually and cover a calendar year.  Members are reminded that their fees 
are due through the national website and the magazines published by the Association i.e. FlyBy and 
Slipstream.  In addition, the ACT Div Secretary sends email reminders to each member individually, 
advising of the amount due and their options for payment.  A few members anticipate the emails, and 
most respond to the first email, but quite a number have required two or three email reminders.  More 
importantly, a few do not respond to reminders for one reason or another.  A lack of response and 
the associated uncertainty over membership renewal has led to the Division paying for Slipstream 
deliveries, as well as capitation fees, for a small number of people who did not renew their 
membership.  This proposal seeks to bring clarity and consistency over the decision to suspend and 
cancel memberships and should help avoid future excess expenditure by the Division.   

The first emails reminding members that their fees are due are sent after both the AGM and the annual 
Federal Council Meeting, as these set membership fees for the following year. In practice this means 
the first email should be sent out early in November.  A second reminder should be sent in the first 
half of December and a third, if needed, in late January. This should make allowance for absences 
during the Christmas holiday period.    

Slipstream is published quarterly and the first issue of the year is normally delivered around the end 
of March.  The proposed date for suspending membership is mid-March, so that any member who 
has not paid their fee by then will have their access to Slipstream denied.  Delivery of Slipstream can 
be restored when their membership fee is paid.  Memberships will be cancelled if fees are not paid 
by the end of May as capitation fees are calculated on membership numbers at the end of June.  
Members will receive notification by email two weeks prior to their membership being suspended 
and cancelled.  

The proposed dates of 14 March for suspension and 30 May for cancellation will provide enough 
notification to the National Database manager to take the appropriate action. 

 

  



2. Wall of Service Plaque for Deceased Members  

This proposal is that the ACT Division pay for the installation of a plaque on the Wall of Service for 
those members of the Division who die and who do not have such a plaque in place or on order.  

Three ACT Division members have died recently.  Their funerals included formal Navy representation 
with a presentation of remembrance pins to the families.  Whilst members of the ACT Division paid 
their respects by attending the funerals, it seems worth considering what else might have been done.  
Providing a wreath at the service may be an appropriate and generic response, but having a plaque 
placed on the wall of service would be a more permanent memorial for a former serving member, and 
an action specific to former FAA personnel.   

There are, of course, cost and other considerations.  Firstly, the proposal assumes that the member 
would have liked to have had a plaque on the Wall of Service or that his family would like to have one 
placed there.  That assumption would have to be confirmed by the departed’s next of kin before the 
Division proceeded.  Furthermore, it may seem inequitable to some in that those who already have a 
plaque could not be offered one.  The plaque is, however, something unique that we could offer to a 
grieving family and may offer some solace to them.  Generic tokens, such as a wreath or floral bouquet, 
could be offered at the service for those who already have a plaque.   

How much would this cost?  The cost of a single plaque for members of the FAAA is $200.  If we look 
at the most recent three deaths, only one member had a plaque installed on the Wall of Service, so if 
the proposal was agreed it would have cost us $400 for plaques alone.  The going rate for flowers 
varies, but a small wreath costs around $130.  So, if we add that for the third person then the total 
cost would come to $530.  If we offered wreaths only to all three, it would have cost us around $390. 
Smaller remembrance bouquets cost around $75 and this would bring the total cost down to $225.   

It is unusual for the ACT Division to suffer three deaths within a few months.  Indeed, it seems 
unfortunate when we suffer one or two in a year.  We do operate as a non- profit organisation with a 
calculated annual net income from 75 members of around $375 after paying prescribed fees to the 
National Headquarters.  We could probably afford one plaque or wreath a year and retain a positive 
net revenue.  Further funding options might be to raise money through ad hoc donations or raise 
membership fees to provide us with a larger projected net income.   However, we also have $11,000 
in cash assets for which we have no identified purpose, other than replacing the banner or buying 
replacement badges.  This would seem to be a reasonable use for some of that money.   
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ACT Division 

Proposed 2023 Social Program 

 

Fri 17 Feb          Drinks (Canberra Club) commencing at 1730 

Tue 25 Apr        ANZAC Day 

Sun 16 Jul         Lunch (Venue TBC) 

Fri 06 Oct          Annual General Meeting (Canberra Club) 

Fri 08 Dec         Drinks (Canberra Club) 

 


