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Antony Jeffrey Huelin
Acting Sub Lieutenant

Royal Australian Navy

Acting Sub Lieutenant Antony Jeffrey Huelin, Royal Australian 
Navy, was born on 26 February 1943 in East Melbourne, 
Victoria. Known as Tony, he later moved toToowoomba, 
Queensland, where he is remembered on several local 
memorials.

Details of his early life are not known, but he joined the Royal 
Australian Navy on 18 July 1966 on a standard seven year 
Short Service Commission. 

In keeping with the times he began his career at HMAS 
Cerberus, but after a short spell for basic Naval training was 
posted to HMAS Waratah with effect from early November 
1966, which was located in the Australian Embassy in 
Washington DC to as the administrative centre for military 
personnel sent to the United States. Physically, he was sent to 
the USN Naval Air Station at Pensacola (Florida) where he 
undertook  pilot training 

Having qualified on the Bell UH-1 Iroquois (“Huey”) helicopter, 
Huelin returned to HMAS Albatross (NSW) in May of 1968, 
where he joined 723 Squadron for additional operational 
training.  This was completed by August, and in September of 
that year Huelin deployed to Vietnam with the Royal Australian 
Navy Helicopter Flight Vietnam (RANHFV) as part of the unit’s 
second contingent. 

The RANHFV served fully integrated with the United States 
Army’s 135th Assault Helicopter Company, an arrangement 
designated the Experimental Military Unit (EMU). Huelin flew as 
a pilot of a transport “slick” Iroquois, undertaking combat 
assault, troop transport, and support missions throughout the 
Mekong Delta region.

In October 1968, during operations in Kien Hoa Province, 
Huelin successfully piloted a helicopter into a hot landing zone 
under heavy enemy fire to rescue the four-man crew of a 
downed aircraft, completing the extraction without casualties.

On 3 January 1969, Acting Sub Lieutenant Huelin was captain 
of a UH-1 Iroquois assigned to a long-range support mission 
from Bearcat base toward the Seven Mountains region in Chau 
Doc Province. Shortly after take-off, in darkness and poor 
weather, the helicopter struck power lines near Saigon and 
crashed. All four personnel aboard were killed, including Huelin 
and three members of the United States Army’s 135th Assault 
Helicopter Company: Warrant Officer Class 1 Steven William 
Childers, Specialist 4 Ernest Dean Dodson, and Specialist 4 
Larry Randall McPherson. Antony Huelin was 25 years old at 
the time of his death.

He is commemorated at the Australian War Memorial in 
Canberra on the Roll of Honour, and on numerous memorials 
across Australia. His name appears at the Queensland Garden 
of Remembrance, and he is recorded as being interred at 
Mount Thompson Memorial Gardens in Brisbane.

Acting Sub Lieutenant Huelin’s service with the Royal Australian 
Navy and the RAN Helicopter Flight Vietnam remains 
recognised for his courage, professionalism, and commitment 
during one of the most hazardous helicopter operations 
undertaken by Australian personnel in the Vietnam War.


