
Home Fleet sent a force including the battleship HMS King 
George V, the carrier HMS Victorious and associated escorts to 
intercept. 
It was in this context that on the night of 22-23 February 1942 Vic-
torious launched two flights of Albacores (of ten and seven aircraft 
respectively) from 817 and 832 Squadrons. to search for the Ger-
man ships in atrocious Arctic weather.  They were ordered to re-
turn to RAF Sumburgh (in the Shetlands) on completion of the 
mission. 
Three aircraft, including that of Lt. Gordon, failed return.  They 
were presumed lost in a snow storm about 30 miles east of the 
Shetlands, and no wreckage or bodies were ever recovered.  Gor-
don was just 29 at the time of his death. 
Memorials:
Plymouth Naval Memorial, UK, panel 72, column 2.
Department of Veterans’ Affairs Nominal Roll & Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission.
Australian War Memorial, Panel 9A. 
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