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Richard Roslyn Sinclair
Sub Lieutenant

Royal Australian Navy

Richard Roslyn Sinclair was born on 14 May 1929 at Nedlands, 
Perth, Western Australia, to Alexander William Sinclair and 
Jessie Jean Sinclair (née Annear). He was raised in the western 
suburbs of Perth, where he attended Claremont State School 
before progressing to Hale School. At school he distinguished 
himself both academically and as an outstanding sportsman.
After leaving school he enrolled at the University of Western 
Australia, commencing studies towards a career as a teacher. 
His upbringing was shaped by a strong family tradition of 
service: his father was a veteran of both the First and Second 
World Wars, and two of his brothers also served during the 
Second World War.
On 4 December 1947, at the age of eighteen, Richard Sinclair 
enlisted in the Royal Australian Navy at Fremantle. He was 
selected for pilot training and, in 1948, became one of only six 
candidates chosen from approximately two thousand applicants 
for the Royal Australian Navy’s first Fleet Air Arm pilot training 
intake. His aptitude for flying quickly became evident. Training 
at Point Cook, he topped his course and was subsequently sent 
to the United Kingdom for advanced flying instruction.
While in England, he met Naomi Edith Ferguson, whom he 
married at Westminster on 3 June 1950. Later that year the 
couple returned to Australia aboard the passenger ship 
Orcades, arriving at Fremantle in August 1950. Sinclair then 
undertook officers’ and seamanship training, again achieving 
first place in his course. He was commissioned as a Sub-
Lieutenant (Pilot) in March 1951.
He was posted to No. 805 Squadron, Fleet Air Arm, flying the 
Hawker Sea Fury fighter. In August 1951 he embarked aboard 
the aircraft carrier HMAS Sydney (III) as part of Australia’s 
contribution to United Nations naval operations during the 
Korean War. From October 1951, Sydney conducted sustained 
flying operations off the west coast of Korea, striking enemy 
transport, supply routes, and troop concentrations in hazardous 
low-level missions.
During these operations Sub-Lieutenant Sinclair flew repeated 
combat sorties against heavily defended targets. On 7 
December 1951, while engaged on operations north-west of 
Chinnampo, his Sea Fury was struck by anti-aircraft fire. 
The 805 Squadron Diary entry for that day reads as follows:
‘Armed Recce No 2 for the day was 51 Flight and this turned 
out to be a milk run. After checking some junks at 951904 a 
strafing attack was made on some troops in trenches. The flight 
then headed for [untelligible] to check the rail yard [for] box cars. 
On leaving this area 51-4 (Sub/Lieut Sinclair) was hit by an 
explosive shell and called up to say there was a smell of 
burning in the cockpit. He then gained height and headed 
seaward. Directly over the coast flame appeared from forward 
and underneath the aircraft and very shortly afterwards the 
aircraft went into an apparently uncontrolled dive. Approx 300-
400 feet from the deck the pilot was seen to bale out and the 
parachute open at 100 ft. On hitting the ground the pilot was not 
seen to move, and when the helicopter from Bromide-Baker 
picked the body off the mud bank there was no sign of life. 
Medical examination subsequently showed that he was hit by 
the tail surfaces and the parachute was broken open by the 
impact.
S/Lt Sinclair was one of the best shots in the Squadron and had 
the keenest eyesight of all, he will [be] missed by all – especially 

by those in the casbah.‘
Richard Sinclair’s body was recovered and returned to his ship, 
and a it was committed to the deep with full Naval honours on a 
cold and sombre evening, at position 37° 35’N 124° 30′ E.
At the time of his death Sinclair had been married for eighteen 
months and was the father of a son, Roger, who was only 
fourteen weeks old. Following his death, his widow and infant 
son returned to England, where Naomi later settled and lived for 
the remainder of her life. She died in 2011. 
Sub-Lieutenant Richard Roslyn Sinclair is commemorated on 
the Roll of Honour at the Australian War Memorial, on the Wall 
of Remembrance at the United Nations Memorial Cemetery, 
and on memorials in Western Australia including Kings Park and 
Hale School. His name also appears on Korean War memorials 
honouring the men of 805 Squadron and HMAS Sydney.
In a bizarre twist to the story of Richard Sinclair,  it was noticed 
that his war medals appeared on a UK auction site 75 years 
after his death.  Inquiries determined that the medals were fake, 
however, which prompted his son Roger to find the originals.   
They were located safe and sound and now reside in the 
Sinclair home in the UK as a lasting testament and memory to a 
young man who dave his life in a foreign country far from 
Australia.  
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Navy Personnel of No 1 Pilots Course, RAAF Point Cook
Standing L-R:  Mick Streeter,  Hank Hurley,  Bill "Blue" Sweeting,  Clive Van Der Lilly,  Fred "Lofty" Lane,  Colin Champ,  Noel 
Creevey,  John "Shorty" Roland.
Seated L-R:  Dick Sinclair (KIA in Korea),  John Herrick,  Garth "Slim" Eldering,  Leut John Pullen [Senior Naval Officer, Pt Cook],  
Ian "Tas" Webster,  Ian "Scotty" Macdonald,  John Horwood.


