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Keith Birch Roberts
Probationary Naval Airman

Royal Australian Navy

Keith Birch Roberts was born on 21 January 1931 at 
Tallangatta, Vic.  His parents were Mabel and Denbigh Roberts 
who were living in Highett (Vic) at the time of his death.  He also 
had a brother, Bill. 
Roberts enlisted in the RAN for a six-year period on 29 March 
1954.  His records indicated that  he was employed as a 
carpenter, but doubtless he had been attracted to the RAN by 
advertisements calling for volunteers to join the Fleet Air Arm.
Roberts enrolled as a Recruit Naval Airman (Aircrew) and was 
drafted to HMAS Cerberus, south of Melbourne, to begin his 
basic naval training and to be assessed for suitability as 
aircrew.
On 25 June 1954 he was promoted to Probationary Naval 
Airman (Aircrew) and was drafted to RAAF Archerfield, near 
Brisbane, where he joined the No 1 Initial Flying Training 
School. The course at Archerfield covered flight theory, general 
military matters and aeronautical knowledge, with some initial 
flying experience in DH82 Tiger Moths.
Roberts completed the IFTS course on 24 November 1954. 
Now rated PNA (P) he was transferred to RAAF Uranquinty, in 
country NSW, joining the No 1 Basic Flying Training School, 
where he began instruction on the Link Trainer; then flying DH 
82 Tiger Moths and Wirraway aircraft, in all accumulating over 
100 hours flying time.

Because some of Roberts’ service records are badly faded his 
next move is unclear, but it appears that he spent a short time 
at HMAS Albatross (RANAS Nowra), the RAN Fleet Air Arm’s 
main base, before being drafted to RAAF Point Cook on 15 
April 1955, to begin his Advanced Flying Training Course. On 
successful completion of the course trainee pilots would 
graduate with their ‘wings’.
At Point Cook, on 9 June 1955, Roberts was flying with an 
instructor pilot practicing formation flying in a Wirraway. 
Robert’s aircraft was reportedly flying in line astern behind the 
lead aircraft when it suddenly lost height and crashed into Port 
Phillip Bay, near the mouth of the Werribee River. He was 24 
years old.
An enquiry into the incident was unable to establish the cause 
of the accident which killed Flight Officer Bruce Thompson, 
RAAF, and PNA (P) Keith Birch Roberts, RAN.
Roberts’ life was commemorated in a service at the Bathhurst 
Memorial Chapel before he was cremated at the Springvale 
Crematorium. 
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