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Stanley Ray Carmichael

Royal Australian Navy

Stanley Carmichael was a Melbourne boy, born on 30
November 1930. Little can be found on his early life, other than
he was living in Red Cliffs (just outside Mildura) when he joined
the Navy in November 1950, and his father was listed as his
next of kin. His trade at the time was noted to be a
Horticulturist.

Carmichael’s initial period of engagement was for six years,
which was standard for the time, as was his training regime:
initially at HMAS Cerberus as a Recruit Naval Airman.

His basic flying training followed, also along the usual path: to
RAAF Point Cook to gain his ‘Wings’ and thence, on 3rd August
1952, for discharge on promotion to Acting Sub Lieutenant - a
peculiar quirk which marked the transition from a sailor (rating)
to an officer. At this point he was granted a four-year short
service commission.

In September 1952 Carmichael embarked on the SS Orcades
for advanced flying training with the Royal Navy - a practice also
consistent with those times. Whilst in the UK he was selected
for fighter pilot training on the Hawker Sea Fury, completing a
number of courses before returning to Australia in mid 1953.

His first operational Squadron was 805 based at HMAS
Albatross near Nowra in NSW. This would have included
operations on both HMAS Sydney, including during the Korean

War, and HMAS Vengeance in that brief period of time when we
had two ‘straight deck’ carriers.

In June of 1955 Carmichael was again bound for England, this
time aboard Vengeance. Once there he joined 808 Squadron,
which was being commissioned at RNAS Yeovilton to bring the
Navy’s new De Havilland Sea Venom fighters into Service, and
to then bring them home on the brand new HMAS Melbourne.
These would have been exciting times for the Fleet Air Arm as it
transitioned from first generation aircraft to second, and
embraced the very latest technology of the time.

Over the next year Carmichael served in 808 both ashore (at
Albatross) and at sea (in Melbourne), including a spell as Senior
Pilot. In January 1958 he was posted to 724 Squadron, a
training unit flying both Sea Venoms and Gannets. Here he
would have been instructing on the former: indeed, he would
have been one of the most experienced Venom pilots having
been involved in the aircraft from the beginning of its service.

On 1t May 1959 Carmichael was granted a permanent
commission, a clear indication of both his desire to remain in
the Service and Navy’s satisfaction with his performance. It
was, however, to be a brief marriage.

On the afternoon of 20" May 1959 Stanley
Carmichael took off in Sea Venom WZ909
from Albatross with a young Observer on
board for a low-level photographic

exercise off Ulladulla, NSW. These were routine training events
to practice one of the Sea Venom'’s roles.

On this occasion things went terribly wrong, when his aircraft
was seen by the merchant ship Komona to fly into the sea for
no apparent reason. The vessel diverted to the position but
only small pieces of wreckage marked the spot, and a
subsequent search by both Navy ships and aircraft found no
trace of Carmichael or his Observer, Acting Sub Lieutenant
Michael Williams RAN. Both were declared missing, believed
dead.

Almost exactly 29 years later to the day the remains of their
aircraft was bought to the surface by the CSIRO fishery
research vessel Soela. The widow of Stanley Carmichael was
located to advise of this event. She had been a Qantas hostess
before her marriage to him, and was reportedly working on a
Russian cruise ship;.
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