Leadng Seaman Aircrewman

Noel Ervin Shipp

Royal Australian Navy

Leading Aircrewman Noel Ervin Shipp, Royal Australian Navy,
was killed on 31 May 1969 while serving in South Vietnam. He
was 24 years old.

Noel was born in Brisbane, Queensland, on 24 December
1944. Before joining the Navy, he worked as a truck offsider.
Little else is formally recorded about his early years, but he
grew up in Brisbane and entered adult life during a period when
many young Australians were choosing careers in national
service and the defence forces.

He enlisted in the Royal Australian Navy on 10 January 1963,
beginning his service as an Underwater Control sailor after
completing his initial training. His early postings included time at
HMAS Harman and HMAS Penguin, where he carried out
duties typical of the branch.

In 1967, Noel volunteered for aircrew training and successfully
transferred to the aircrew category. He qualified as an
aircrewman and, on 12 July 1968, was confirmed in the rank of
Leading Aircrewman.

In September 1968, he joined the Royal Australian Navy
Helicopter Flight Vietnam (RANHFV), which operated with the
United States Army’s 135th Assault Helicopter Company.
Serving as a door-gunner on UH-1 Iroquois helicopters, he flew
frequent combat missions supporting allied forces in difficult and
dangerous conditions. In January 1969, he was awarded the
United States Air Medal with “V” for valor for his performance in
aerial operations.

On 31 May 1969, during a mission near Dong Tam in Dinh
Tuong Province, his helicopter came under heavy enemy fire,
was hit, and crashed. All four crew members were killed.

Noel is honoured on the Roll of Honour at the Australian War
Memorial and is buried at Frenchs Forest Cemetery, New South
Wales. The Royal Australian Navy later named a recruit school
division at HMAS Cerberus in his memory.

Despite the eye-witness accounts of his actions, Shipp did not
receive an Australian gallantry award for the 31 May 1969
action:

US authorities honoured him with the Air Medal with “V” for
Valor and recommended him for a posthumous Silver Star,
but this recommendation did not result in the higher award.

In 2011 his case was considered by the Defence Honours
and Awards Appeals Tribunal in an inquiry into unresolved
recognition for acts of gallantry and valour. The Tribunal
decided no further award should be made beyond the
honours he already held.

He is remembered by his family, his shipmates, and the wider
naval community for his service, professionalism, and
commitment.
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