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Kenneth Charles Wilson 
Henry

Acting Sub Lieutenant

Royal Australian Navy

Kenneth Charles Wilson HENRY was born in Drummoyne, 
NSW on 16 February 1934, with his father (Frank G.W. Henry) 
listed as his next of kin. 
Little is known of his family life or early childhood.  We do know 
that towards the end of April 1953 he signed up for the Navy (in 
Brisbane, where he was then living) for an initial six year 
engagement.    No doubt the 20 year old was seeking a little 
more adventure in his life as a clerk and had been attracted by 
advertisements seeking volunteers to fly in the Fleet Air Arm. 
Henry’s early career followed the standard pattern, commencing 
with initial naval training at HMAS Cerberus (VIC) as a Naval 
Airman (Aircrew).   He was initially assigned to NAAC 8  (RAAF 
Training Course 14) where he underwent flight training at 
Archerfield (IFTS), Uranquinty (BFTS) and Point Cook (AFTS). 
Henry was a motorcyclist and suffered a broken leg from an 
accident whilst at Point Cook.  As a result he was “back 
coursed”, which accounts for his postings to HMAS Kuttabul
and Penguin, both in Sydney, for a few months towards the end 
of 1953 and early ‘54 whilst he convalesced.  By April 1954, 
however, his flying career was properly underway on No.16 
Pilots’ Course and on 4 February 1955 he was promoted to 
Acting Sub Lieutenant and was granted a seven year short 
service commission.
In earlier times young men in Henry’s position would have been 
sent to the UK for more advanced flying training, but the routine 
had changed and on 26 May 1955 he was posted instead to 
HMAS Albatross  for advanced flying training on 724 Naval Air 
Squadron.
724 was commissioned on 1st June 1955 (having previously 
been a Royal Navy Squadron some years earlier), so Henry 
one of the first students on strength.  It was equipped with CAC 
Wirraways, Hawker Sea Furies and Fairey Fireflies - some of 
the most modern aircraft the Fleet Air Arm possessed. 
Due to a prolonged wait to join the Squadron, students were 
‘refreshed’ on the Wirraway, but he was selected to then fly the 
Hawker Sea Fury, a decision which would have been based on 
his assessed temperament and ability as a pilot. During his 
training he was involved in a forced landing in Sea Fury WE799 
on 22 August 1955,  rumoured to be as a result of oil starvation 
due to prolonged inverted flight. 
On 17 October 1955 Henry was posted to 805 Squadron, which 
was the RAN’s front line unit operating Sea Furies but which 
also conducted Operational Flying Training.  From the timeline 
of his career he would have had very few hours on type. 
ASBLT (P) K.C.W. HENRY RAN was killed on 19 October 
1955, just two days after joining 805 Squadron, when his Sea 
Fury aircraft WZ646 crashed into the sea near Wreck Bay, 
(NSW).
This event was recorded in the 805 Squadron Diary as follows:
“At 1515 the S.P [Senior Pilot], S/Lts Rodgers and Henry took 
off for more…ring camera gun exercises. The two Subs. were 
detached and S/LT Henry towed for S/LT Rodgers. During one 
of his attacks, S/Lt Rodgers saw Henry begin a steep turn, from 
which he either flicked or deliberately rolled, and continued on 

down in a dive of 45º still rolling or flicking until he struck the sea 
and disappeared almost immediately. No call was given, so it 
can only be guessed as to what actually occurred. Helicopters 
searched the sea off Ulladulla until light failed, with no sign of 
wreckage or survivor; a shocking accident to occur at such a 
stage, and a severe jolt to all who knew S/Lt Henry. Though he 
was with us but a short time, he will be sadly missed by all.”
In his short avaition career Ken Henry gained something of a 
reputation as an aggressive and over-confident pilot, but it 
would be speculative to guess what caused him to roll into the 
descending turn from which he did not recover. 
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