Acting Sub-Lieutenant

Arthur Arundel

Royal Navy

Arthur Arundel was born on 29 November 1935 at Kingston
Upon Hull, East Yorks. UK. He joined the Royal Navy (RN) on 17
February 1954. Details of his RN service are not available, but it
is assumed he joined as a Midshipman Aircrew Trainee. After
selection for pilot training he would have completed series of
courses at a Flight Training School to gain his ‘wings’. On 27
January 1956, after graduating as a pilot he was promoted to
Acting Sub-Lieutenant (P).

At the time there was an exchange program operating between
the RN and RAN Fleet Air Arms, where junior aircrew were
selected for further training and experience in the UK or
Australia. In Arundel’s case, on 24 July 1956, he embarked on
the Orient Line SS Otranto for passage to Australia, for a two-
and-a-half year posting with the RAN FAA.

After arriving at Sydney in late August 1956, Arundel reported at
HMAS Albatross (RANAS Nowra), for flying duties with 724
Squadron, the RAN’s main training squadron. His instructions
were to gain experience flying Fairey Firefly anti-submarine
aircraft. Initially this would have been under instruction in one of
their Firefly Training aircraft — graduating to the standard Firefly
A§5/6 aircraft which had separate cockpits for pilot and
observer.

In October 1956 Arundel transferred to 851 Squadron to gain
further operational experience. 851 Squadron focussed on
Operational Training, developing expertise in the anti-submarine
role the Fireflies were designed for. This involved (among other
things) long-distance patrols over the ocean, instrument flying,
and crew cooperation to plot and identify surface and
underwater targets — in particular submarines.

On 27 November 1956, at about 3 pm Acting Sub Lieutenant
Arthur Arundel RN and Midshipman Noel Fogarty RAN were
flying in Fairey Firefly WD887 as part of a four-ship exercise, and
were rejoining into a formation to return to Albatross. WD887
flew through the form-up pattern head on, and removed five feet
from the wing of Firefly VX381 including its aireron. It then
crashed into Jervis Bay and both Arundel and Fogarty were
killed instantly. Despite lengthy searches their bodies were
never found, and the wreckage of their aircraft remained hidden
for many years.

VX381 was badly damaged but was able to ditch into
Jervis Bay, where it quickly sank. The the pilot and
observer managed to escape, however, and were
later winched to safety by a Sycamore helicopter
from RANAS Nowra. In 1983 the wreckage of VX381
was discovered in about 15 metres of water and is
now a popular dive site.

Meanwhile, the location of WD887 remained
unsolved until Nowra diver, Greg Stubbs, contacted
the surviving pilot, David Eagles (then age 81) in the
UK [Sub Lieutenant (P) Eagles, RN, at the time of the
crash]. Eagles was able to narrow down the search
area, which allowed Stubbs to discover the wreckage
It had been disrupted by the impact and subsequent
dredgin? by local Abalone fishermen, but was
positively identified by a serial number stamped on
the engine flywheel.

On Sunday, 27 November 2016, exactly 60 years
after the crash that claimed the lives of Fogarty and
Arundel, a belated memorial service was held on the
waters of Jervis Bay, where Commodore Chris
Smallhorn, RAN, Commander Fleet Air Arm said:
'When we lost those two young men, we lost two

aviators that represented an entire Fleet Air Arm, an entire navy,
an entire country’.

In a poignant remembrance of Fogarty and Arundel, a wreath was
placed over the crash site, and with the help of Greg Stubbs and
an RAN dive team, a granite plaque was positioned on the sea
floor next to the remains of their aircraft.
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Below: Commodore Chris Smallhorn, the then Commander of
the Fleet Air Arm, remembers the two young aviators lost exactly
Sixty years eatrlier in a mid-air collision off the coast of NSW.
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This memorial is dedicated to
Sub-Lieutenant Arthur Arundel RN and Midshipman Neil Fogarty RAN
who lost their lives in a mid-air collision between their Firefly WD887
and Firefy VX381 which lies here on 27th November 1956

May You Rest In Peace
JDE

VX381 was flown by Sub-Lieutenant David Eagles RN and Midshipman
Donald Debus RAN who survived the mid air collision and flew their
aircraft to the water directly above this spot.

This plaque was laid by Mr Greg Stubbs of Nowra and Commodore Chris
Smallhorn RAN, on 27 November 2016

Above. The plaque that was placed at the wreck of WD887, sixty years after the accident. A memorial service, which had never
occurred in 1956, was also held to remember the two young lives lost. “JDE” is the initials of John David Eagles, the pilot of the

second Firefly that ditched close to where his friend, Arthur Arundel, had crashed. (Eagles typically didn t use the name John,
preferring to be called “David’).

Arundel Obituary. Page 2




