Flying Officer

Samuel Roy Barkley

Royal AustralianAir Force

Samuel Roy Barkley was likely a South Australian native, but we
do not know his date or place of birth. He was 23 years old at the
time of his death.

We do know that, as a young man, he served in the Adelaide
University Squadron starting as a Pilot Officer and then, effective
from 28 April 1966, as a Flying Officer. At the time of the accident
he was attached to RAAF Laverton, and his home address was
given as O’Halloran Hill, South Australia.

He has no RAAF record so it is likely that this attachment was still
under the auspices of the University Squadron.although it is
reported that he was due to start ground school for pilot training
some days later.

In any event, it was evident that he was an aspiring aviator and,
when offered the opportunity to ride in a Vampire jet on 11 October
1967 he would have no doubt been delighted.

Two Vampires had been tasked to fly from RAAF Laverton,
where they were temporarily detached, to assist in the work-up of
HMAS Parramatta in Port Phillip and Bass Strait, following the
ship’s refit at Williamstown Dockyard. His pilot that day was Sub
Lieutenant Mick Lynch, who was an experienced and
accomplished aviator.

During take off the Vampire suffered a catastrophic failure of a
rear engine bearing resulting in total loss of thrust. Unable to
abort in time, the aircraft struck an obstacle at the far end of the
runway and burst into flames. Both occupants were killed.

Samuel Barkley was buried at Centennial Park Cemetery in South Australia, which suggests his remains were repatriated from
Victoria back to his home state and laid to rest there three days after the crash, on 14 October 1967.

In May 2006 work commenced on a new overpass which would carry traffic over the Princes Highway, close to where the accident
occurred. In 2013 the overpass was named the “Lynch Barkley Bridge’ as a lasting memorial to the two young aviators who had
died there 40 years earlier.

Obituary by Marcus Peake.
February 2026.
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