FLEET AIR ARM ASSOCIATION of AUSTRALIA

NSW DIVISION
MINUTES
of the Committee Meeting held at The Veterans and Family Well-Being Hub, Nowra
On Wednesday 18 Feb 26
ATTENDANCE: Keith Boundy, Frankie Siska, Ron Batchelor, Howard McCallum, Greg Doran,
Andrew Whittaker, Stu Walters
APOLOGIES: Vince DiPietro, Terry Hetherington

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:
Moved: HMcC; Seconded: KB; Accepted unanimously.
BUSINESS ARISING:

a. Raffle - moved to General Business.
b. CO Albatross — Honorary Membership. — Covered in President’s Report.
c. Ways of increasing membership involvement — moved to General Business.

CORRESPONDENCE:

IN:

Email from John ‘Mac’ of Old Bar with ideas for increased membership involvement.
Emailed letter from Nowra RSL Sub-branch re ANZAC Day wreaths.

Membership renewal from Ron Murphy.

Ll L

PO Box renewal form from Australia Post.
OUT:

a. Letterto Federal Secretary re the suggestion for more recognition of the people involved in the
H Hangar fire of 1976.

REPORTS

PRESIDENT: Owing to many previous COs of Albatross not being aviators, the NSW Division had the
practice of offering Honorary membership to the CO. Having been made the offer, the incumbent CO
Albatross, CAPT Paul Hannigan, a pilot and current financial member, graciously declined to accept
honorary membership and is happy to remain an ordinary financial member.

The Vice-president and | had discussions about membership involvement and will discuss our ideas
in General Business.

[Following receipt of the letter sent to the Federal Secretary re the Hangar Fire recognition suggestion,
the Federal Secretary, Andrew Whittaker, told the meeting that the matter was being taken up by the
federal committee.]

Moved: HMcC; Seconded: RB; Accepted unanimously.

SECRETARY: No new items to mention, other than my attendance at two recent funerals (for Margaret
Town, wife of Mark ‘Bull’ Town, and for Leigh Costain) and the HMAS Voyager Remembrance Service



held at the Longreach, Shoalhaven. A memorial service for the USS Frank E Evans will be held at the
same location on 03 June.

Moved: FS; Seconded: GD; Accepted unanimously.
TREASURER:

Ron read out the financial position, showing that the NSW Division is in a healthy financial state.
Direct deposits (membership renewals, etc): (EJNED, Interest $25.94.

Expenditure: $159.80 to post 32 Slipstream copies; $666 to National body; $65 for Wall of Service and
$500 to John Downton for his raffle prize paintings (not the $1,000 we usually pay him); $385 for
printing of raffle tickets; $278.63 for printing ink for Slipstream. Total expenditure equals $2,554.43.

In total we have in excess of (I in the bank.

Owing to problems with the commercial printer, John intends to not use that business in future.

Moved: HMcC; Seconded: KB. Accepted unanimously.

WALL OF SERVICE: Finally, the latest four plaques arrived yesterday, so they and the two fallen
plagues will be put up shortly. The spreadsheet of names and positions will be updated and sent to
Marcus Peake to update the website. A facsimile plague was made in time for CDREs Matt Royals and
Anthony Savage to present to CMDR Leigh Costain, Retd, before he passed away.

Andy Whittaker pointed out that there is a spelling error on the plaque for CPL James Campbell, RAAF,
one of the Shark 02 victims, on the Memorial Wall of Honour. Stu will take for action to get the initial
G. changed to J.

ACTION: SW to get the misspelled plaque corrected.
Moved: HMcC; Seconded: GD. Accepted unanimously.
GENERAL BUSINESS:

a. RAFFLE. Owing to delays and insufficient output by the commercial printer, we have missed
the boat to get the raffle tickets out in time for this year, so we will hold it over to next year, and
pen-amend the date on the tickets to 2027. John Downton understands the situation and is
happy with this plan.

b. AGM DATE. The scheduled date is too close to call for elections of office bearers — but as the
incumbents were voted in for a three-year term, an election is not required. Owing to other
conflicting events, especially the Fleet Review on 21 March, the new AGM date will be 11 April
2026, at the White Ensign Club, to be followed by a barbecue lunch with drinks. We will use the
occasion to try and boost participation and include information on our plans for activities. An
organising committee will form to organise the details for the meeting.

c. MEMBERSHIP PARTICIPATION. In 2024, our NSW membership was reduced by 83, so in 2025
total membership was 250. Currently, NSW has 115 financial members. Reminders to renew
have always been sent out with hard-copy Slipstreams, but that did not happen this year.
Ideas to improve participation include visits to various places of FAA interest. Consequently,
we will start with visits to the Lockheed-Martin facility aiming for 16 April and a tour of HMAS
Albatross on 18 June, each for about 25 people. Other potential future tour venues are HARS,
the Qinetiq ‘Huey’ facility, the HMAS Creswell Museum, 723 Squadron and the Garden Island
Heritage Centre. These events would be free to financial members, and non-members would
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be invited to renew or join/re-join the Association to enjoy free attendance thereafter. The
ideas provided by John ‘Mac’ were presented and some of those ideas were canvassed. There
will be further discussion in future meetings. ‘Touchdown’ magazine also has an ad to join the
Association in every edition.

ACTION: HMcC to organise the L-MA tour and GD to organise the Albatross Base tour.

d. PHIL CAREY and GREATER BANK. There have been difficulties in closing our accounts with
the Greater Bank. As one of the signatories, Phil Carey has had difficulty with his email
provider and in providing appropriate paperwork to the bank’s satisfaction, so itis intended
that HMcC and KB go to the bank on a date that is mutually agreeable with the appropriate
paperwork to be listed as signatories and then close the account to transfer the money to the
Bendigo Bank.

e. HMAS SYDNEY KOREA CREW. An article to highlight the 75" Anniversary of HMAS SYDNEY
III’s participation in the Korean War is being prepared and the author would like to list all the
surviving crew, including air group crew, so names of such veterans are being sought. If any
readers fit the bill or have knowledge of someone else who fits, please advise the Secretary as
soon as possible —email below.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS: [The ANZAC Day wreaths matter is held over to the next meeting.]

SCHEDULE OF VISITS: Note —these dates are notional — they are yet to be confirmed.

a. Visit to Lockheed-Martin Facility at the Nowra Aviation Park — 16 Apr 26;
b. Tour of HMAS Albatross - see the latest buildings and facilities — 18 Jun 26.
c. Times: aiming for 1000 — 1200 approximately.

AGM: 11 APR 26 at 1100 at the White Ensign Club, bbq lunch to follow

For catering, please RSVP to Secretary, by 04 Apr 26

NEXT MEETING: Friday 27 MAR 26, at 1600.

at the Shoalhaven Veterans and Families Hub

Meeting Closed at 1714

SIGNED KB HLMc
Keith Boundy Howard McCallum
President Secretary

mccallum.howard@gmail.com




