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eSSEX jomedtﬁ Al

— the face of anti-submarine warfare, earn

in the list of rotary-wing aircraft that serveéJ W|th the -
Wessex operated as a front-line ASW helicopter from 1962

until replaced by the Westland Sea King from 1975 — serving

thereafter as a utility and SAR helicopter for the fleet in
Counter-Terrorism Operations for the Army, in disaster relief
and as an aid to civil powers, until retired in 1989.

In 1959 the Australian Government announced it would
disband the RAN Fleet Air Arm in 1963 due to the difficulty of
replacing the aging Sea Venom and Gannet fixed- wmg
aircraft — this was solved later by the purchase of the Douglas
A4 Skyhawk and Grumman S-2 Trackers. But, with tensions
rising in SE Asia, on-going SEATO commitments, and a
growmg Soviet submarine fleet — the solution (untll the

kyhawks and Trackers arrived) was to use ‘Melbourne’ as
an ASW carrier, equipped with cutting-edge organic anti-
submarine aircraft.

The Government therefore ordered 27 Wessex HAS
31As, which began delivery in September 1962.

They were powered by a single Mk 162 1540shp Napier
Gazelle free-turbine engine, and were capable of a range
of about 260 nautical miles at a speed of around 100
knots. The crew cgyi gg a pilot and co-pilot and two
positions in the rear cabin for sonar and electronics
operators. With its foldlng tail and rotor blades the
Wessex fitted neatly into the hangar deck of

HMAS Melbourne.

The Wessex was developed from the Sikorsky S-58 and
was licence-built by Westland Aircraft Ltd at Yeovil in the
UK, first for the Royal Navy as a carrier-borne anti-
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ment and anticipation at Albatross as the new aircraft arrived and
were assembled. The general feeling was they were the mainstay
of a reprieved FAA that would be further supplemented by the new
Skyhawks and Trackers, also on order.

The first Wessex to be assembled in Australia was WA-200 (later
designated N7-200) which was ground run on 19th November 1962
and test flown the following day. The aircraft was publicly shown off
on 23rd November to an audience of journalists and cameramen
from Sydney.

Following assembly and a test flight the Wessex were then as-
signed to a Squadron: initially 725 Squadron for training purposes
and then, as others arrived, to the newly-formed 817 Squadron
whose primary role was front-line anti-submarine support.

The first Search and Rescue (SAR) mission occurred on 11th
March 1963 when GPCAPT Mather ejected from his RAAF Sabre
jet near Lake Bathurst in NSW, and was reported as having landed
near ‘a red farmhouse’. Fittingly, N7-200 (the first Wessex) was dis-
patched with two doctors aboard. The first red farmhouse they vis-
ited yielded only two dogs and a very scared cat. The second, how-
ever, produced a ute with a parachute in the back and the missing
Air Force officer on the verandah sipping whiskey. The first SAR by
the Wessex was a complete success!

By August 1963 725 Squadron had nine Wessex and 817 had ten.
At about this time the first Wessex embarked on HMAS Melbourne.
Later, the aircraft would be embarked on other RAN ships in various
roles. (In 1968, 23 of the Wessex helicopters were upgraded to be-
come the HAS 31B)

With its advanced ‘dunking sonar’ and ability to hover for lengthy
periods, the Wessex gave the RAN a potent night-and-day anti-
submarine capability, which when teamed with Melbourne’s fixed-
wing Fairey Gannet aircraft (and later the S-2 Tracker), provided
wide-area ASW coverage. The Wessex’s generally worked as a
team of two. Their potency is revealed in this quote from an opera-
tor in an escort vessel: “We loved handing over a ‘hot’ contact to the
Wessex guys when we were doing close support, they would vector
us to attack with better and more consistent accuracy that we could
achieve by ourselves.”

Given the complex security situation emerging in SE Asia and the
need for mobile air support for the fleet, and Australian Army — the
RAN’s shift towards anti-submarine work was seen by some de-
fence commentators as a ‘Cold War’ strategy with little to do with
regional security, but the following casts an interesting light on what
was called ‘the submarine menace’—in home waters.

In 1963 when HMAS Melbourne was exercising off the NSW South
Coast with several other vessels, contact was made with a ‘mys-
tery’ submarine which had been shadowing the fleet. As its identity
could not be established through normal channels a decision was
made to have the submarine declare itself. So a Wessex dropped
three percussion grenades near it — the recognised signal for a sub-
marine to surface. As the sub did not respond and took-off at high
speed, the conclusion was it was ‘not one of ours’. The speed of its
departure also suggested an atomic sub. Because contact was
soon lost its true identity remains unclear.

At 2100 on 10th February 1964 HMAS VOYAGER was lost in a
tragic collision with HMAS MELBOURNE, off Jervis Bay NSW.
Wessex crews were recalled to Nowra and the standby SAR air-

The Wessex In A NutsheII

Type: Camer borne Anti-submarine/ Search and Rescue
Helicopter

Manufacturer: Westland Aircraft Ltd, Yeovil, Somerset, UK
No Ordered: 27

First Delivered: 01 Nov 1962

Last Delivered: 04 Nov 63

Length Spread: 65ft 10.5in

Length Folded: 38ft 6in

Height: 14ft 10in

Weight: 8000Ib:

Rotor Span: 56ft

Speed: 108kn

Range: 260nm

Crew: 4 (ASW)

Engine: Napier Gazelle 165C 1600shp

Initial ROC:1540 fpm

Ceiling: 14,100ft

Armament: 2xTorpedoes

craft was scrambled at 2101 with a further aircraft airborne by 2130.
The Wessex few throughout the night and although only two res-
cues were carried out by the aircraft, many survivors were located
by the helos and the rescue boats directed to them. The ability to
carry out over-water low level approaches in darkness was a capa-
bility that saved lives on that memorable night.

During the 1960s and early 70s, with Australia’s commitment to the
South East Asia Treaty Organisation (SEATO) and the Far East
Strategic Reserve, HMAS Melbourne and other RAN ships held
regular exercises with the Royal Navy, US Navy, Royal New Zea-
land and regional navies. During these ‘war games’ the Wessex he-
licopters demonstrated they were a very capable anti-submarine
weapon. Using a combination of shipboard systems, the Wessex
sonar, and fixed-wing aircraft — this provided a high level of protec-
tion from submarine attack.

The advances in technology in submarine detection played an in-
creasingly important role in those SEATO exercises. The following
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is an example of how a submarine can penetrate defences and re-
main unseen. On this occasion after exercising with a Royal Navy
submarine the captain of HMAS Melbourne asked everyone on the
flight deck to look out from the port side of the ship — and should
anyone see a submarine periscope to raise their hand. Dozens of
keen eyes scanned the surface of the ocean and with other war-
ships sailing nearby; the focus of attention was on an area of sev-
eral hundred square metres. After a lengthy pause the captain re-
minded everyone about the periscope, but still no sightings despite
the many eyes scanning the wave tops.

Finally, after about ten minutes, the submarine revealed its position
by firing a flare, which to everyone’s astonishment was no more
that 150 metres away. This demonstration showed the limitations of
the human eye — and the importance of sonar, radar and high-tech
submarine surveillance.

During Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam War, four Wessex
helicopters were assigned to the former aircraft-carrier
HMAS Sydney, which had been converted to a fast transport,
ferrying troops and equipment to Vung Tau on some 24 occasions,

i

escorted by other ships, including HMAS Melbourne in 1965 and
‘66.

In 1967 the Fleet Air Arm was given a new lease on life when the
RAN purchased the Douglas Skyhawks and Grumman Trackers
and HMAS Melbourne was refitted. This gave Melbourne added
flexibility with a strong anti-submarine performance and renewed
strike capabilities. In 1968 with the view to extending the life of the
RAN’s Wessexes — 21 of the helicopters were updated with the
more powerful Mk 165¢ 1600shp Napier Gazelle engines for
increased load and performance; a new ASQ-13 sonar; improved
navigational aids and radar. These helicopters were known as the
Westland Wessex HAS 31B, and were easily identified by the
Iage dorsal hump behind the main rotor and ‘HUDAT’ AN/APA 161
radar for station keeping in ASW operations.

When the world heard on Christmas Day 1974 that Darwin had
been struck by Cyclone Tracy, the Fleet Air Arm’s response was
immediate. A general recall of personnel was issued by 1600 that
day and ground crews worked tirelessly to bring as many aircraft
as possible out of suspended servicing. Such was the effort that
seven Wessex were able to join HMAS Melbourne by the
afternoon of the 26th. During the trip to Darwin the aircraft were
used to pick up personnel who had been unable to join their ships
before the fleet sailed from Sydney. MELBOURNE anchored off
Darwin on 1st January 1975 and the Wessex went to work
immediately: a magnificent effort by both ground and aircrew
enabled them to move 7,825 people and 239,702 Ibs of stores in
only 16 days.*

Following the Darwin recovery operation MELBOURNE sailed for
Exercise RIMPAC ’75. This was to be the last major exercise in
which the Wessex would be used as ASW aircraft. On 6th June
1975 the Director of Naval Aviation Policy announced that HT725
would be disbanded from 11th June that year, HT723 would
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become a composite Squadron with the addition of four Wessex
and HS817 would re-equip with the new Sea King Mk 50s as they
became available. The remaining Wessex would be placed in
storage awaiting conversion to a twin-engined utility helicopter.

The twin-engine option was never realised, most probably as a
result of the aircraft’s less than flatterlng ARL Ergonomic
Report. The Wessex continued to serve in HC723 as a single-
engined training aircraft, however, as well as providing SAR
support for HMAS MELBOURNE and NAS NOWRA. In 1980 their
number was increased to 14 to provide support to the Army in its
offshore counter-terrorism role. It was in this role that the
aircraft suffered its only fatal accident, when Wessex N7-
215 suffered a catastrophic gearbox failure and crashed into Bass
Strait with the loss of two lives.

From their arrival until the surviving aircraft were withdrawn from
service in 1989, the Wessex therefore served with distinction,
operating vanously with 723, 725, 816 and 817 Squadrons, on
HMAS Melbourne, Sydney, Stalwart Tobruk and Success; also
with Australian Army in support roles.

Today ex-RAN Westland Wessex HAS helicopters are found in
several aviation museums across Australia, including the
Australian National Maritime Museum, at Darling Harbour, S dney;
the Fleet Air Arm Museum at Nowra and at Moorabbln arwin
and Port Adelaide.

*Variations in these figures can be found depending on the source:
for example, the official RAN Sea Power article ‘Disaster Relief —
Cyclone Tracy and Tasman Bridge’ suggests 7832 passengers
and 244,518 Ib of freight.

The FAAAA wishes to acknowledge the input of the late LCDR Bob

‘Windy’ Geale whose brief history of the Wessex furnished some
of the material above.

BTN  Read the 1979 report that killed the twin-engine option.

Airframe Pages See a page or two about each of our Wessex helicopters.
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https://www.faaaa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/WessexErgonomicsFeb79v2.pdf
https://www.faaaa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Individual-Wessex-Pages-2.pdf

The RAN’s 27 Wessex were built at the Westland
factory near Yeovil in Somerset and came off the
production line at the rate of about three per

month. Each aircraft was then flight tested in the UK
before being partially dismantled and shipped to
Australia, where they were reassembled and test flown
again before being assigned to a Squadron.

Wessex
Delivery

Below: An early article about some of the maintenance team sent to the UK in preparation for the introduction of the Wessex.

Slipstream _—=g&= ' o=

The material here is a collation of memorabilia on the
delivery of the Wessex.

PREPARING FOR THE WESSEX
Photograph taken al D Napier & Sons Aero Epngine
Factory al Acton, United Kingdom, in 1968 during
the Gmzella' Courde.

Lt €. Mech AE Kon Hay, OAA Noel Jolly

j LT. SDEN AR Ted Springett, My Maurice Chicl,
MRS Sonior Technical Officer, Direclorate of Aircralt
W% Mointenance and Hepair, Novy (Hfice, Melbourna,
RN WMr. Juhn TDarker (standing) ‘Cazelle’ Hngine
e in=tructor, T Napiar and Sons.

il Plroto cowrtery Napier rdero Envines & John Selby

GAINING THE KNOWLEDGE
ass - L-H: Mr Jobn Barber, imstructor,
CPD Breol Dreher, LD SDESN AK Avthur Sara,
CRCr 'Chips Hafllory, CPO George Meacham,
CPO Frank Ranloin, OGP0 Bob Whllis.

Pholo courtesy Napmer Aero Enpines & Jfoha Selley

And..THIRTY FOUR YEARS LATER
hlarch 18986, Mr John Barber (Hight), cx-Napier Acre Hogines,
huanding over the originz] MNapier Engine Notes e Bolh Geale,
{iurator at the Australian WNaval Aviation Museum.
{froin courtasy Jonr Ssthy

Next page, Top. This 21st Anniversary poster from Westland Helicopters reproduces the Record of Contract for the very first of the RAN’s Wessex
(SWA-ZO%) which was ‘signed off’ by R.R. Clayton, Westland’s Test pilot. LCDR John Salthouse accepted the aircraft on behalf of the RAN on 6th
eptember 1962.

Westland Wessex v2. Page 6



WESTLAND

OVER AUSTRALIA v no: overber o3

Congratulations from Westland
RAN WESSEX 21st ANNIVERSARY

/ ROYAI- Aumum NAW /r AN AGREEMENT MADE THE 4th day of April 1962 between the Government of the

Commonwealth of Australia (hereinafter referred to as the Commonwealth) of the one part and

RECORD OF CONTRACTOR'S t‘i;:.lapr::t T‘\ircraﬂ Limited of Yeovil, Somerset (hereinafter referred to as the Contractor) of the
FLIGHT TEST WHEREBY IT IS AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

(PRODUCTION) AIRCRAFT TO BE SUPPLIED
1. Subject to the terms and conditions contained herein the Contractor shall supply to the
A . S = i § & 27 (bw ¢ seven) Anti-5 i seneral Purpos s
CONTRACT No: ool sslendty e i | s sl e it Dl o e
AIRCRAFT TYPE: Wessex Mk.31 (Version A

specification attached (Annexure Al and Appendix A attached (Annexure B) as amended
in Annexure C attached.

SER. No.: W.A200
NAME OF PILOT: RR Crayton/P.RD. Wilson/1.S.Fay

DURATION OF FLIGHT(s): 14 hours. 10 minutes PRICES
2. The price of the complete aircraft a5 defined in this Agreement and the Annexurnes
| HEREBY CERTIFY that the above Aircraft was Flight Tested by me in thereto shall be made up as follows:
compliance with the Conditions of the Contract, that the Functioning Tests and li)  Sonar Operators Table with ......... Marine Marker Stowage and Shules.
Observations, etc.. detailed in the Schedule of Test Flight Requirements”, Ref. _ Dual Flying Controls. :
No. WB5-00-569 were satisfied, and that the Aircraft was Proved in the Airin~ - | (i) To supply and fit into the aircraft: a
all respects. Connections, cables and aerials fnll' Lﬂ."-l.'ll?'d[lflﬂ of the equipment
detailed in sub para (i) as well as for the following equipment which

Signed RR. CLAYTON Pilot will he ﬁu;_'-plic_d by .:hu Lirln'lerlnwcalth:

S e ot Sl [ s bt ation OGUTAI9S]

WESTLAND AIRCRAFT LIMITED Fg K s

LF.F. 10 Radar Outfit (Type Rt82 /APX-6 and type C544/ APX-6).
AN/APAES 5LF. attachment
Pre-amplifier UA/6(002,
{iif} To install and test all the Radio Equipment detailed in sub-paras (i) and (i)
S I R SALTHOUSE Pilo and if necessary remove such equipment.
rl.ﬁ!n:’d J(ji.li\ )R' H“J“ USE Pilot (b} The Commonwealth will supply to the Contractor at least six weeks ahead of the
_“.ltu F .f |'l‘|]mm :1 3 . N NAVY aircraft delivery schedule:
If-lr and_ Hr behalf of !I{“\;\f, AUSTRALIAN NAVY (il Collins 618T—3HF 588 consisting of;
Date: 6 September 1962, @) 20 618 T-3 Tranceivers
(b 20714 E-3 Controllers
fc) 20 180 L-3 Antenna Units
(d) 27 390 J-1 Shockmounts (618T)
e AT e (e 27 350 D-3 Shockmounts (180L)
Signed RR. L_]"“TD‘\ }Jll”l_ ) it 27 Pre-Amplifiers UA/6002
JOHN R. SALTHOUSE

Y o L /

Date: 6th September, 1962.

Flight tested and accepted as satisfactory

The following items have not been proven during flight tests.
The Collins H.F. radio was inoperative.

o -8 “f' The formal handing over ceremony of WA-200 from Westland
< to the RAN at Yeovil, UK. From left to right are David Collins,

: Westland Works Director; Commander ‘Freddy’ Sherborne; Mr
‘Ted’ Wheeldon, Westland Managing Director and Captain lan
Purvis. The silver model of the Wessex now resides in the
Wardroom Mess of HMAS Albatross. (Westland Image)
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Above. ‘Before and After’ shots of unpacking a brand new Wessex at HMAS Albatross. They arrived in enormous packing cases of
good quality timber that was in high demand for ‘rabbits.” Inside the helicopter was swathed In large quantities of green plastic. The
packing, although not very substantial, appears to have been effective as there are no known reports of any damage to the new aircraft.
The date of each photograph is not known, although the second appeared in the ‘Slipstream’ magazine of September 1962. It is likely
that the images were of different deliveries as the oultfits of the people shown varies from winter to summer rig. (RAN images)
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WESSEX ANl ERSARY

f: rf.
817 SQN.

It all began on November 1, 1962
when the first of 27 Westland Wessex
31A Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW)
helicopters arrived at the Naval Air
Station, Nowra.

This event heralded the beginning of
a long and fruitful association between
the Wessex and the RAN. Billed as the
first electronic helicopter, the Wessex
introduced a new capability to the RAN,
that of rotary wing ASW.

Wessex WA200, with most of the Air
Station looking on, was ground run on
November 19, and flew for the first time
the following day. The inaugural flight
of the Wessex took place on November
23, 1962 before journalists and
cameramen from Sydney.

Wessex WA200 and WA201 were
handed over to HT725 Squadron on
November 26.

The remainder of the Wessex were
to join the RAN at a rate of three a
month.

As with any new aircraft there must
be a number of firsts. On March 11
1963, the leader of a formation of RAAF
Sabres ejected near Lake Bathurst NSW,
and was reported as having landed near
a red farmhouse.

With two doctors aboard, a Wessex
set out to rescue the downed airman.

The first red farmhouse at which
they landed vielded only two dogs and a
very scared cat.

The second however produced a
utility with a parachute in the back and
an Air Force Officer on the verandah
sipping whisky. The first Search and
Rescue (SAR) by the Wessex was a
complete success.

By August 1963, HT725 and HS817
had a full complement of aircraft, nine
and 10 respectively. August also saw the
first of many embarkations, by HS817,
aboard the carrier HMAS MELBOURNE.

During the first few deployments the

mbering
Giant

Wessex became known as an effective
ASW platform and an asset to the
Australian fleet.

At 2100 on February 10, 1964,
HMAS VOYAGER was lost in a tragic
collision with HMAS MELBOURNE, off
Jervis Bay NSW.

Wessex crews were recalled to
Nowra, the standby SAR aircraft was
airborne at 2110 with further aircraft
airborne by 2130.

The Wessex flew throughout the
night and although only two rescues
were carried out by the Wessex, many
survivors were located and the rescue
boats directed to them by the helos.

Unlike many aircraft types the
Wessex suffered relatively few teething
problems.

In September-November 1964, two
Wessex, 886 and 887, suffered engine
failures and ditched in Shoalhaven
Bight.

These two occurrences grounded the
Wessex for one month while the fuel
filter system was modified.

While HS817 continued to afford
ASW protection to MELBOURNE carrier
group, HT725 trained the crews and, on
occasions, was called upon for SAR,
MEDIVAC and Civil Assistance tasks.

During 1967 two more Wessex
ditched due to engine failure, but no
common cause for these accidents could
be found.

In May 1967, four Wessex were
embarked aboard HMAS SYDNEY for the
resupply trip to Vietnam.

The Wessex provided screening in
transit and upon entry to Vung Tau for
SYDNEY and her escorts. In the ensuing
years a number of SYDNEY flights were
mounted, first by HT725 and then by
HS817. |

In 1968 conversion of the Wessex
31A to the 31B variant commenced with
HS817 totally re-equipping with 31Bs in
March 1969.

S s

A Sonar fitted Wessex departs HMA

Up to December 1968 the Wessex
31A, while embarked in HMA Ships
MELBOURNE and SUPPLY, had visited
the Philippines, Singapore, Japan,
Vietnam, PNG, New Zealand and Hawaii.
They had exercised with units from
United Kingdom, United States, New
Zealand, Japan, Canada, Singapore,
Philippines and Thailand.

June 3, 1969 saw MELBOURNE in
another tragic collision, this time with
USS FRANK E. EVANS, in the South
China Sea.

This collision occurred at 0315 and
within 30 minutess four Wessex had
joined the search for the survivors. Four
rescues were effected by the Wessex,
with many more survivors being found
by the aircraft and rescued by the boats.

Between 1969 and 1975 the Wessex
squadrons settled down to the humdrum
life of protecting the nation and saving
lives. This tranquil lifestyle was shat-
tered on Christmas Day 1974 with the
news that Darwin had been devastated
by Cyclone Tracy.

The general recall for personnel
went out at 1600 on December 25, and
the response was overwhelming,

Ground crews worked non-stop to
bring the Wessex out of suspended
servicing and such was the effort that
seven Wessex were able to join
MELBOURNE on the 26th.

During the trip north to Darwin,
Wessex were used to pick up personnel
who had been unable to join their ships
before the fleet sailed from Sydney.

MELBOURNE anchored off Darwin
on January 1, 1975 and the Wessex went
to work immediately.

A magnificent effort by both ground
and aircrew enabled the Wessex to move
7,825 people and 239,702 Ibs of stores in
only 16 days.

With exercise Navy Help Darwin
completed MELBOURNE sailed for
exercise RIMPAC'75.

for an A.S.W. sortie

This was to be the last major
exercise in which the Wessex would be
used as ASW aircraft.

On June 6, 1975, the then Director
of Naval Aviation Policy announced that
HT725 would be disbanded on June 11
that year, HT723 would become a
composite squadron with the addition of
four Wessex and HS817 would re-equip
with the new Sea King Mk50 as they
became available. The remaining Wessex
would be put into stowage.

The Wessex continued to serve with
HC723 as a training aircraft and as a
SAR aircraft for NAS Nowra and HMAS
MELBOURNE.

In 1980 the decision was made to
increase the number in service with
HC723 to give Army support with HMAS
TOBRUK, as a medium lift utility
helicopter.

Today 14 Wessex are operated by
HC723 in such diverse roles as SAR,
MEDIVAC, training, Fleet and Army
support.

The Wessex, having given 21 years
of valuable service, is expected to remain
with the Fleet until at least 1986.

A remarkable period of service from
a remarkable aircraft.

817 SQUADRON

817 had a fine war record as a Royal Naval Air Squadron and as such its

725 SQUADRON

The original 725 Squadron was formed on 13th January 1958 under the

commission terminated at the end of the war. On Anzac Day, April 25th, 1950,
it was re-commissioned as an Australian Squadron equipped with Firefly
aircraft. Embarked in HMAS SYDNEY, the Squadron fought in Korea in 1951,
attended the Atomic test at Monte Bello in 1952 and the Coronation in 1953.
The Fireflies were paid off two years later, and in August 1955 at Culdrose in
Comwall, England, 817 was commissioned to serve with Gannet Anti-
Submarine aircraft. The Squadron returned to Australia embarked in the new
carrier HMAS MELBOURNE and subsequently made annual visits to the Far
East as part of the SEAT.O. Force. In 1958 817 Squadron was dishanded as the
RAN Fleet Air Arm was closing down.

In 1963, the Fleet Air Arm gained a new lease of life with the purchase of
Westland Wessex Anti-Submarine helicopters. 817 was re-formed with these
new aircraft on July 18th, 1963. Then for several years 817 embarked in HMAS
MELBOURNE each vear for approximately seven months for service in the
strategic reserve. In 1965 817 Squadron won the Collins Trophy, which is
presented annually to the most efficient FAA. Squadron, and the Squadron has
maintained this high standard in subsequent exercises both ashore and afloat.

In 1975, it was announced that 817 would re-equip with Westland Sea

Kings. Today, 817 operates eight Sea Kings from HMAS Albatross, Nowra.

command of Lt. Cdr. J.M. Wade-Brown. It was formed as a Fleet Requirements
Unit and for communications duties. For this purpose the aircraft complement
was 1 Dakota, 1 Auster, 2 Gannet A.S.1, 1 Gannet T.MK.2, 1 Sea Fury F.B.11, 1

Firefly T.T.Mk.5 and 1 Firefly AS.Mk.7.

On 4th May 1959 with the phasing out of the Sea Fury and Firefly types,
the squadron’s complement was changed to 2 Dakotas, 7 Gannet A.S. Mk.1's
and 2 Gannet T.Mk.2’s. The squadron was disbanded on 31st May 1961 and the
aircraft were either put into mothballs or passed on to 724 Squadron.

725 Squadron was re-formed on 1st November 1962 as an Anti-
Submarine Helicopter Operational Flying School under the temporary
command of Lt.Cdr. D.G. Hilliard, RAN. When formed and fully operational
the squadron had 10 new Wessex Mk.31 helicopters. The squadron
complement was 8 officers and 91 ratings.

On 8th November 1962 Commanding Officer Lt. Cdr. B.F. Matthews,
RAN. took over command of the Squadron. On 15th July 1963 the squadron’s
aircraft were reduced to 6 and the complement to 10 officers and 61 ratings.
Later 725's complement was reduced to 8 officers and 45 ratings.

During the 1960’s, Wessex of 725 squadron served with HMAS SYDNEY
in Vietnam.

In 1976, 725 was disbanded and its Wessex transferred to 723 squadron.
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DIAMANTINA
~ DITS

Now that the Christmas rush and leave period is
over and we are gradually settling back into routine—
such as it is, we take much pleasure in penning a few

lines to “Navy News" .

I suppose it is conceivable that other members of the
Service are a little interested in the activities of the Royal

West Australion Navy.

Since our last effort for "Navy
News" we have changed Captains
again. Lieut. Cdr. R. B. Nunn
R.AN., was promoted to CTom-
mandeér, and appointed to the
United States.

Tn his place we now have Lieut
Cdr. P.E.M. Holloway of Flinders
P.T. school fame

It has been said that our little
ship has caused somewhat of a
headache—stores wise—to this un-
fortunate gentleman.

We welcome him and trust that
that all will be well from now on.

* * *

Needless to say we have not
been completely idle since Christ-
mas leave.

We fully understand that some-
one has 10 keep up the sea time
average for the Fleet so, although
we are not particularly happy
about continually being at sea, we
have accepted it as fate.

Qur first-trip for the year was
to Bunbury on the south coast of
W.A.

The purpose for this three day
visit was to contribute to the cele-
bration of the Bunbury Marine
Festival.

The ship was thrown open to the
logals and the sailors were set
logse on the locals

It goes without saying that a
good time was had by all.

We next visited Albany a little
further south

Then off to Esperance to assist
the town celebrale its centenary

We were billed as 200 men with
our own band who | would be
marching through the town on two
OCCasions

Needless to say this did not
eventuate

Esperance is not what you
would call a terrific place

Tt has two streets, two pubs, one
taxi and a jetty that must be &t
least 10 miles long.

Naturally we were berthed at the
extreme end of the jetty and had
to walk it twice a day, still it was
fun.

The pubs sell the famous Han-
nan's Beer (Kalgoorlie) and have
Ih(,' 11!'1-(-'!!’.!d|‘_." I!lrllr.\ of 9 am. 1o
11 p.m. with three reviving periods
on Sunday—need 1 go any further?

* * *

The sporting types plaved cricket
in Albany and Esperance and got
done by at least 100 runs at each
game.

Basketball was also played once,
the final score being 50 to 25—
we scored the 25.

However, we gave them a real
lesson in darts and the Captain
won the visitor's trophy in golf at
Esperance.

On Friday, March 13, we held
our Annual Ship's ball. As if it
wasn't bad enough to hold it on
Black Friday it had to be the hot-
test day of the year.

The temperature rocketed to
105.8 degrees (F) and 400 turned
up to make the night a success.

Of course the numerous gallons
of beer and buckets and baskets
of perfect scran did contribute to
making it the best night ever.

Perhaps it would be an idea to
put the beer issue price up to 2/6
s0 we can have a repeat in the
very near future.
~ The ship's company has recently
been increased by 25 ordinary sea-
men.

These bouncing bonny boys have
been in the outfit for three months

and are with us for sea training
of which they will get plenty.

They start their happy ship
board day with a half hour of cal-
isthenics.

The principle behind this s,
healthy bodies build bealthy minds
—this may or may not be correct.

However, to see that this Jaily
act is carried out the duty leading
hand supervises.

Tt would have to be seen to be
believed, our leading hands are
not altopether the peak of physical
fitness. The L./S.B.A., L./R.O.

and L./Ck. cut truly fine figures
as they trot around trying so hard
to be regimental.

Who doesn’t know C.P.O. (Cox)
Shorty Amm?

For the benefit of those who
don't, he is a short little guy
(naturally) who sports a crew cut
and is aged a young 35 years.

The poor fellow is guite upset
for I hear that he was picked up
for underaged drinking in a Perth
bar the other day. Really, I sup-
pose it is a bit much when he
does have a 13 year old son.

* * *

Quite a few farewells to make
and new faces to welcome

We welcome S.P.O(V.) Bob
English who is here for a shopping
trip to Penang and to relieve for
a month or so, L./E.M. Roy Jewell
who I know is simply going to love
our radar set—at sea, and A.B.
Arty Kroeger who has jeined us
from VOYAGER.

Welcome fellows, we are all glad
ta have you aboard.

We say farewell o L./R.O. Ron
Jeffries, S.P.O. Peter Towers-Ham-
mond and A.B. Terry (Bilko)
Nolan who have all left us for
medical reasons,

It would appear that calisthenics
are just what we need.

Also L./E.M. Alan Wallace who
although he wasn't with us for long
did leave his mark

I daresay Flinders will straighten
you out a little, Alan.

E.R.A. Bob James who is due to
go under the sea in subs., also
left us. All the best Bob, we trust
that vou and vour wife will znjov
vour little wacation in the old
country.

* * *

While on the subject of sub-
marine service our two E.R.A. 5's
{we appreciate that ER.A. five, is
an obsolete rate, but we must be
fair) Lenny Spanton and Mickey
Brain have had their jolly old sea
bags packed for months.

Surely these lads haven’t been
forgotten especially after all the
painstaking preparations they have
submitted to,

* * *

What should T say, Star No. 1—
best act of the year—or simply
blind obedience—take which ever
heading you wish.

Order from the bridge as the
ship passes a merchant vessel “Dip
the Ensign on the quarter deck”.

Our Charlie doubles to the Flag-
staff and commences madly pulling
ropes. Perhaps this isn't a partic-
ularly funny dit except the Ensign
was on the sea gaff.

Who put this fine act on?
L./Seaman Charlie Maile. Well
done Charlie.

* ¥ *

M.E. John Ferguson announces
his engagement to the aftractive
Miss Kathie Fean of Perth. Con-
gratulations John.

+ * *

We are off to sea again on

March 24 bound for Penang.
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THE FLYING “POSTIE” AT SEA

A Raynl Neavy Wastland Wessax helicopter delivers the mail to Australian frigate

HM.A.S. PARRAMATTA, during the recent Common
Bay of Bengal. PARRAMATTA and her sister ship,

wealth naval exercise, JET. in the
H.M.A.S. YARRA, are serving with

the British Commonwealth Strategic Resarve in tha Far Fest,

INTEREST IN SKINDIVING ASSOCIATION

The response to our first
article in “Navy News",
which appeared in the last
issue, has been overwhelm-
ing. In fact, we are probably
getting more fan mail than
Richard and Liz.

We thank you one and all for
sending in the completed forms,
and for the huge stack of letters.
Every letter will be answered, and
each form will be acknowledged
as spon as possible. 5

As well as swift interest coming
from the Fleet, it was very pleas-
ing to have replies so soon from
MELVILLE, CERBERUS and
HARMAN.

Now, if one article can arouse
this amount of interest, our pub-
licity campaign should not take
too long before we have a round
total of about 1,000 potential
members. Then we'll really go
places.

The CSIR.O. still haven't
finished their temperature taking
of the Indian Ocean.

There is one consolation in going
to sea and that is we are protect-
ing our motor car drivers.

In this way we are really con-
tributing to the Easter Road Safety
Warning.

In the past month, AB. Alan
Piggott mussed the first tree but
managed to collect the second and
third, E.M. Berny Faust collected
while returning to the ship in the
wee small hours.

A.B. Graeme Purkiss ably assist-
ed by A.B. Bert Day challenged the
P.M.G. Department, and lost.

Our road runner, A.B. Sprog
Sporrer, fixed himself up once
again, sorry it didn't make head-
lines this time, Errol.

* * *

All in all the first quarter hasn't
been altogether uneventful but we
are looking forward to bigger and
better things following our forth-
coming trip to the mystic east.

Meanwhile, we want all you
skindivers who read this article,
to send in the accompanying form,
if you have not already done so.

In addition, pass the good word
on, and enlist everybody in strik-
ing distance. We don't care by
what means, and we hereby sanc-
tion any method of enlisting more
support.

The more names we have the
bigger barrage we can fire to
achieve our aims.

KEEP THE BALL
ROLLING

Keep those letters rolling in.
From those we have received so
far, and from the telephone calls
which have been running us rag-
ged this past week, it it very ob-
vious that the Association is just
what a lot of you have been
wanting for quite some time.

Righto then, give us the sup-
port, bring your mates in, send in
these wretched forms and we'll
get cracking on it

All past and present members
of the R.AAN., W.RANS, all
R.AN.R. personnel and N.D.P.
(plus all wives and families), can
be badgered, bullied and bludge-
oned into giving active support.

In closing, we would like to
thank the stronghold of skindiving
in the R.AN.,—ALBATROSS—
for the very able support of their
Club President, and congratulate
them on running a very good club.

Let's face it, there aren't that
many clubs that teach you to put
a half-nelson, hammerlock and
full scissors on a big fish when
the spear falls out.

Once again, the opportunity is
yours, go to it.

SMOKEY POKEY.

I Naval Headquarters,

[ ] Spearfishing
| Underwater photography
[ ] Cave and wreck Diving

As follows:—

[ ] The USF.A.
[]

‘_ Address

To: The Command Sports Office,

Garden Island, N.5.W.

Proposed R.A.N. Skindiving Association

(Tick the relevant squares)
[ 11 offer my support to the above Association.
[ 1T will, if possible, attend the first meeting in Sydney.

My Skindiving interests lie in:—

[ ] SCUBA Diving
[ 1 Underwater Exploration
[ ] Shell or Specimen Collection

I am at present a member of :—

T
The following Skindiving Clubs:—
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