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FLEET AIR ARM ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA 
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 

 
Minutes of the National Executive Meeting held via Zoom - 

26 March 2026 at 1200 
 
1. WELCOME AND OPENING  
Commodore Anthony Savage welcomed members to his first NE meeting as President.  He 
indicated that the FAAM would be one of his top priorities during his term.  He also indicated 
that he had been talking to serving members and promoting the FAAAA. 

2. ATTENDANCE  
President - Anthony Savage 
Vice President - Mark Campbell  
Secretary - Andrew Whittaker 
Treasurer - James Caldwell  
Webmaster - Marcus Peake 
Membership Database Manager - Paul Norris 
Welfare Officer - John Macartney 
Slipstream Editor – Tony Dalton 

3. APOLOGIES  
Assistant Secretary - Margaret Maher 

4. FAAM UPDATE  
The Pres indicated that he had spoken with Vince DiPietro about the FAAM, but had yet to 
catch up with the new Director of the Sea Power Center, CAPT Bernard Dobson.  The debrief 
report from the FAAMAC of 9 Sep 2025 was briefly discussed, particularly WRT the proposal by 
the Museum Manager to remove the TA-4G and UH-1B, and the extended delay in transporting 
the MRH90 loaned by Army from Oakey to Nowra.  It appears part of the delay is due to a public 
servant in Army History Division raising concerns about the aircraft being transported on an 
RFS low-loader.  Indications are that this has been elevated to CN to CA level.  

The President was asked if there was any news on the review of the Sea Power Centre, but he 
was not aware of any actions. 

5. ACCEPTANCE OF PREVIOUS MINUTES  
Minutes of the meeting on 2 September 2025 were accepted. 

6. BUSINESS ARISING FROM SEPTEMBER 2025 NAT EXEC MEETING  
The following items from the previous meeting were considered: 

a. Request by FAAM for FAAAA to fund a replacement for the AS350 simulator. 
o Contrary to the submission from the FAAM Manager, the AS350 sim has been 

performing well and the outgoing DSPCA appeared to have lost interest in the 
proposal when Mark spoke to him earlier in the year. 

o Action: Mark Campbell indicated that he would speak to the FAAM Manager to 
ascertain the current state of play WRT simulators. 

b. Investigation of Financial Regulations WRT Navy Museums accepting money.   
o Mark Campbell indicated that he had spoken to the outgoing DSPCA about Navy 

(SPCA) advising that Navy Museums could not accept money, even though Army 
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and RAAF Museums could.  This appeared to be based on an interpretation of 
the Defence Financial Regs within SPCA.   

o Action: Mark and the President will coordinate an approach to the new DSPCA, 
seeking clarification on financial regulations WRT the FAAM’s acceptance of 
money. 

7. PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Much of the first part of my tenure has been establishing the network to optimise stakeholders 
in support of FAAAA objectives.   

I’m very pleased with the positive feedback for Slipstream and CO HMAS Albatross has agreed 
to host a link to the Slipstream library on the HMAS Albatross intranet page providing an 
avenue to connect to current serving FAA members.   

I have had informative discussions with CO Albatross, XO Albatross and Vince Di Pietro 
regarding FAAM management and future focus areas.  It is obvious that this remains a critical 
element of FAAAA focus for the remainder of my tenure, however I am encouraged by the 
appointment of two reserve officers by Navy support.  Note I have yet to meet with CAPT 
Bernard Dobson (D-SPCA). 

There remain a significant number of outstanding membership fees, so I welcome the 
attention of members to this matter. 

Voting for the Huey or Seahawk ‘on a stick’ closes today, so I trust those of you in the 
Shoalhaven LGA provided your views. 

8. SECRETARY’S REPORT  
The correspondence report was tabled, with the following items worthy of mention: 

a. Email from Sec WA Div ref activities to recognise: 
i. 80th Anniversary of the forming of the Fleet Air Arm in 1947 

o There has previously been conjecture as to what date to recognize as the 
foundation of the RAN FAA.  Some believe that date is the Government 
decision of 1947 to form the FAA, while others deem it to be the formation of 
personnel in the UK. 

o Action: The President undertook to consult with COMFAA on what date to 
recognise. 

ii. 50th Anniversary of the formation of the Fleet Air Arm Association in 1977 

b. Advice from Marcus Peake ref incorrect details on Wall of Honour and Roll of Honour 
for: 
i. SBLT McClinton on the FAAM RoH (shown as McLinton) 

o Marcus Peake has referred the matter to the FAAM Manager for the Board to 
be amended, and we are awaiting response. 

ii. CPL J Campbell RAAF on the Wall of Honour (shown as G Campbell) 
o The matter was tabled at the last NSW Div meeting.  A new plaque is on 

order. 

c. Letter from Ian Carrol ref H Hangar fire received through NSW Div. 
o See item 14a. 
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9. TREASURER’S REPORT  
The Treasurer presented the Balance Sheet, which showed a balance of $60,049.97 as at 
21 March 2026. 

10. SLIPSTREAM EDITOR’S REPORT  
Tony Dalton reported that a complimentary Slipstream link had been incorporated on the 
HMAS Albatross intranet home page, which may increase the Association’s visibility among 
serving members.  Due to the site being on the Defence Protected Network, no data was 
available on visits to the page.   

Action: Tony undertook to speak to CO ALB to ascertain if it was possible to receive site 
visit information from the Albatross IT section. 

Discussion was also engaged on whether to provide complimentary links to other agencies.  It 
was decided to provide Slipstream links to: Director Australian War Memorial, Office of CN, 
Office of CAF, Director Sea Power Centre, Director Air Power Centre, Chair Williams 
Foundation and National President 9 Sqn Association. (Note: COMFAA and Manager FAAM 
have since been added to that list).  

11. WEBMASTER’S REPORT  
The website continues to perform with very high level of reliability (>99%) and its transition 
from a pure HTML (embedded website pages) to (predominantly) downloadable PDF pages 
continues. 

The entire Roll of Honour has now been converted to the new format, with a PDF document for 
every name on it. Many of the details have been reviewed and updated, and some photographs 
of our fallen, which were not previously available, have been found. 

The long-standing job of indexing the 88 editions of “FlyBy” magazine is also complete. 
Although the magazine is no longer produced, its (almost) seven years of production provided 
many articles, letters or images of historical interest which can now be easily found and 
sourced.  Work started on producing a similar index for “Slipstream”.  

Work has commenced on re-generating the Wessex Heritage page, which is still in the old 
format, and that is expected to be done by the end of April. That will leave six aircraft types still 
to be done, including a new article on the Seahawk S-70B-2. 

Other routine functions, such as maintenance of membership lists, the accident database and 
application forms etc continue to be used and function well. 

Assistance is also being provided to Tony Dalton with Slipstream magazine, which is getting 
good reviews after his second edition was released in mid-March. 

12. DATABASE MANAGER’S REPORT  
Membership numbers since the 2025 Federal Council Meeting (FCM) have decreased by one, 
with 7 new members being offset by the loss of 8 members; 2 resignations, cancellation of one 
Honorary membership (WA Div) and 5 members having ‘Crossed the Bar.  Advice was also 
received of 4 previous members who have also ‘Crossed the Bar’.  Of the new members, 4 
were previous members coming back on board after going AWOL.   

Of the current 585 members (as of 19th March), 498 are recorded as being current for 2026, 
with 87 still outstanding; the majority once again being NSW Div members.  Individual Div 
numbers still to renew are: 

Marcus Peake
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NSW - 60 
ACT – 2 
VIC – 8 
TAS – 7 
SA – 1 
WA – 4 
QLD – 5 

The majority of Divisions have been actively chasing their members who remain still to pay, 
and Marcus recently sent reminders to all Div members who have an email address recorded, 
which has resulted in getting some to respond with renewals.   

Assistance was also provided to NSW Div in sending out agendas and minutes of committee 
meetings to their members, so at least there is now some regular communication with 
members 

Activity moving forward will now start to focus on the agreed membership management 
process of suspending the membership of non-financial members at the end of this month 
(with agreement of the respective Divisions) and then cancellation of memberships in May, 
again with the agreement of the relevant Divisions. 

13. WELFARE OFFICER’S REPORT  
Activities during the period included: 

• 1 x pension advice 
• FAAAA member US DFC citation search in US archives 
• 2 x funerals assist 
• Eulogy former member 
• 3 x welfare checks 

The subject of delivering eulogies with minimal information on the deceased generated some 
discussion about writing one’s own eulogy, or at least documenting sufficient information to 
enable the delivery of an appropriate eulogy.  Marcus indicated that there was an ability to host 
this information on the FAAAA database.  As this database is air-gapped from the FAAAA 
website and encrypted for security, it is necessary for members wishing to submit such 
information to email it to Marcus or Paul. 

Action: Marcus and Tony to advertise this information in the next Slipstream. 

John Macartney spoke to the flyer for the FAA Reunion at Old Bar on 16-18 August 2026, which 
will also celebrate the RAN’s 125th anniversary.  He was very happy with the support provided 
by Navy at the last reunion, particularly the flyover by an MH-60R and LCDR Cameron 
McDowall from HQFAA who quickly developed a good rapport with attendees and spoke well 
at the school.  Mac was also looking ahead to 2027 and the 60th anniversary of the deployment 
of the 1st Contingent HFV. 

The NE discussed support to the event and agreed to funding up to $500. 

14. GENERAL BUSINESS  
A. Submission by Ian Carrol for a group award for those who fought the H Hangar fire – 

sponsored by Andrew Whittaker 
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Ian Carrol presented very detailed documentation on the merit of a group bravery award 
for those involved in the immediate response to the H Hangar fire in 1976.  While a 
number of those who fought the fire received individual recognition for their actions, 
including Ian being awarded the Bravery Medal, the NE determined that Ian’s 
submission for a group bravery award warranted the support of the FAAAA.   

Potential awards are the Group Bravery Citation (see: Group Bravery Citation | PM&C), 
or Navy Group Commendation, which was awarded to the entire crew of HMAS 
Westralia who were aboard during the engine room fire.  It was decided that the Group 
Bravery Citation was the better choice.  It was noted that the Honours and Awards 
process is now on-line, which may limit what can be submitted and by whom. 

Action: Andrew Whittaker to liaise with Ian Carrol on developing the submission. 

Action: Ian Carroll to liaise with Mark Campbell to develop a FAAAA covering 
letter for the submission once complete. 

B. Review of decision of NE meeting 23 June 2025, ref recognition of the deeds of two ex-
FAA members in Vietnam – sponsored by Andrew Whittaker 

The NE meeting of 23 June 2025 considered and decided the following: 

Marcus Peake informed the meeting that he had been approached to revisit the 
2017 Defence Honours and Awards Tribunal decision concerning the heroic 
rescue performed by two FAA pilots in Vietnam.   Mike Perrot was initially 
Mentioned in Dispatches for the action, while Bob Kyle received no award.  The 
DHAAT upgraded Mike Perrott’s award to the Medal for Gallantry, while Bob Kyle 
retained his MiD, which was awarded for other acts as well as the rescue.  The 
FAAAA made an 18 page submission for both awards to be upgraded, however 
this was rejected.  The NE considered the likelihood of any further approach to 
the Tribunal or relevant Minister would be fruitless unless there was additional 
compelling evidence and decided to take no action. 

The NE was invited to consider whether this decision should be reviewed.  It was 
determined that the NE would affirm the above decision, based on the earlier vigorous 
but unsuccessful campaign, which was rebuffed by both the DHAAT and MinDef.  No 
further action intended.  

C. Funding of Div delegates to attend FCM – sponsored by James Caldwell. 

The Treasurer raised concern WRT possible inequities in the funding of Div delegates 
attending the FCM, particularly for those Divisions where the travel costs exceed the 
Division’s capitation fees. 

The NE determined that all future FCMs be planned as on-line meetings, unless special 
circumstances prevail.  Accordingly, no travel expenses will normally be extended to 
delegates.  

Action: Marcus Peake to develop an SOP on meeting processes and funding. 

Action: Andrew Whittaker to ensure effective connectivity for meetings. 

 

 

 

https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pmc.gov.au%2Fhonours-and-symbols%2Flist-australian-honours%2Fgroup-bravery-citation&data=05%7C02%7C%7C7260494870804443f32008de825bf8d4%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639091528707566351%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z0A5LZsUyMOIiUEzFQ7fCggloAjLgVAuhg2slggZbf4%3D&reserved=0
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D. Merchandise sales opportunities – sponsored by Andrew Whittaker. 

Andrew Whittaker informed the NE that there was a considerable amount of 
merchandise in inventory, which represented stagnant funds as there were minimal 
sales.  There are potential sales opportunities, eg: AGMs, the reunion at Old Bar and 
possibly FAAM sales, but many people don’t carry cash anymore.  To address this, an 
EFTPOS machine has been purchased ($99 through Zeller, no subscription fees).  This 
will be linked to a special Merchandise/Sales account within our Bendigo Bank account. 

Action: Treasurer to establish a special merchandise/sales account. 

 

15. MEETING CLOSURE AND NEXT EXECUTIVE MEETING  
The next meeting will be in the first half of June 2026, on a date to be determined.  

 

 

Anthony Savage AH Whittaker 
……………………………………….. ………………………………… 

Anthony Savage Andrew H Whittaker 
President Secretary 


