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The Government Aircraft Factory (GAF) 
Turana was a target drone named after the 
Aboriginal word meaning ‘rainbow’. It was 
designed and built in Australia.

The Turana was a derivative of the Ikara, 
which was a ship-lunched rocket powered 
device designed to carry a Mk.44 torpedo to 
the vicinity of a sonar contact. The logic 
was that if a ship was fitted with Ikara, with 
all the systems and infrastructure required, 
it would be beneficial if a target drone could 
also be launched from the same platform. 

Ikara was powered by a small gas turbine 
Microturbo 022-01 engine with a booster 
rocket for launch from a warship’s Ikara 
missile launcher.   After presenting as a 
target the missile was designed to 
parachute into the sea, from which it could 
be recovered.  The engine was designed 
for up to ten flights even after being 
submerged in salt water during this 
recovery process.

Prototypes were built in the late 1960s by 
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the Government Aircraft Factory 
(GAF). 

The first trial of the Turana took 
place on 12 March 1971, with the 
aircraft designated “AIRCRAFT 
001”  A particular requirement was 
that it be able to simulate sea-
skimming missiles. 

In 1971, the RAN ordered twelve 
Turana targets at a cost of $1.183 
million from GAF despite the fact 
that trials had not yet been 
completed. Technical Evaluation 
Trials were conducted aboard 
HMAS Swan (III) in February 1974. 
Failures exposed during this period 
involved redesign work costing an 
additional $3.40 million. 

Despite the additional funding the 
project continued to struggle with 
technical difficulties, with a 
particular problem being ingress of 
sea water during recovery of the 
drone causing failure of the 
electronics housed in the tail. 

The then Minister for Defence, the 
Hon D.J. Killen MP, terminated the 
Turana project on 27 September 
1979, citing advice that ‘...without 
substantial further investment, the 
level of reliability required of an 
operational target aircraft such as 
Turana could not be achieved’. 

The cancellation of the project left a 
hole in the RAN’s high performance 
target drone itinerary which was not 
filled until the BAE Kalkara arrived 
some twenty years later, but in the 
meantime the Jindivik continued to 
render Service until 1998.
Images:  HARS and QAM. 
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Airframe Histories (courtesy of ADF Serials)

SN  History
P1-001 First trial at Woomera took place on 12/3/71 and the aircraft was designated AIRCRAFT 1
P1-002
P1-003
P1-004 Second trial at Woomera on 23/3/71 with AIRCRAFT 004.
P1-005
P1-006
P1-007
P1-008
P1-009
P1-010
P1-011
P1-012 Last reported at the Fleet Air Arm Museum at Nowra. 
P1-013
P1-014
P1-015
P1-016 Last reported at the School of Artillery, Puckapunyal. 
P1-017 Was on display at Chewing Gum Field in 1984. Last reported on display at Wangarratta 

Airport, in the old museum. 
P1-018
P1-019 Last reported at the Queensland Air Museum, Caloundra.  It was purchased from Mr 

Gourlay of the Sunshine Coast. 
P1-020
P1-021
P1-022 Was located at the Kevin Rohrlach Collection SA. Sold in 2001 and purchased by Mick 

Bush. Was stored/on display at Drouin in Victoria. Mick has a stand to display the aircraft, 
there is an inert booster rocket fitted and there is no jet engine or parachute.  It has 31 
marked on the tail.

P1-023 Belongs to and currently located at the Fleet Air Arm Museum, Nowra NSW. The aircraft has 
4 little parachutes on the starboard side of the airframe. We assume that this relates to the 
number of successful recoveries of the drone.

http://www.adf-serials.com.au/turana.htm

