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Being an island nation Australia's security requires 
constant monitoring of the seas that surround it. 
During the 1950s and 60s a major ‘Cold War’ 
concern was the rapid build-up of the Soviet 
surface and submarine fleets. This and the 
deteriorating strategic situation in South-East Asia 
and increased Soviet naval activity in the Pacific 
and Indian Oceans, maritime aircraft surveillance 
was given a high priority – with RANAS Nowra 
playing an important role. 
In 1951, the RAN and RAAF established the 
Australian Joint Anti-Submarine School (AJASS) 
as a lodger unit at the RAN Air Station, HMAS 
Albatross, at Nowra, NSW. The aim was to have a 
unified RAAF/RAN approach to maritime 
surveillance and anti-submarine warfare which 
continued for the next 39-years until the collapse 
of the Soviet Union in 1990.  
During the 1950s and 60s RANAS Nowra hosted 
numerous aircraft from allied air forces and navies 
active in maritime reconnaissance. Regular 
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visitors included RAAF Lincoln MR31, RAAF Neptune, RAF Shackleton, and French 
Lancaster aircraft. They were the land-based front line, long-range maritime patrol aircraft 
that participated in AJASS anti-submarine war (ASW) games and exercises which lasted 
up to a week or more involving aircraft, ships, and submarines.  
Following the collapse of the Soviet Union and the easing of international tensions AJASS 
was moved from RANAS Nowra to the RAAF base at Williamtown NSW and absorbed into 
the Australian Maritime Warfare Centre and later combined with the Australian Defence 
Force Warfare Centre. Throughout the RAN has continued to cooperate and maintain its 
ASW focus.   
Today the RAAF and Australian Border Force Maritime Command and our allies continue 
to fly long-range maritime patrols. Surveillance is necessary to protect sea lanes and 
detect vessels that pose a threat, also illegal fishing, general search and rescue, piracy, 
gun and drug-running, people smuggling and natural disasters. 
Four veteran aircraft that frequented RANAS Nowra during AJASS times with a proud 
history of long-distance maritime surveillance and anti-submarine patrols are featured 
below. 

A RAAF ‘long-nose’ GAF Lincoln MR31 long-range maritime patrol aircraft photographed at 
RANAS Nowra, circa 1959. (Kim Dunstan). 

This early model RAAF Lockheed Neptune at RANAS Nowra dwarfs the RAN Sea Venom 
FAW53 in the background. (Kim Dunstan).



Avro Lancaster: This ex-RAF Avro Lancaster VII was used by the French Aeronavale along 
with others operating from Noumea, several of which visited RANAS Nowra. Note: this 
aircraft was flown to Perth in 1962 and is now at Bull Creek Aviation Museum restored as 
RAF NX622. (Geoff Goodall).    

RAN and RAAF officers attending one of 
the meetings outside the AJASS building  
at HMAS Albatross at Nowra, NSW.  
(AWM).  

A RAF Shackleton at RANAS Nowra circa 1959 appears to be one of the Singapore-based 
Mk1A models. (Kim Dunstan) 
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